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OF    THE    SEVER.\,L    LETTERS    IN    VOL.    III. 

Letter     I.     P.  17—39. 

THE  e>:pcdIUon  fioin  Boston  against  the  British  pest  at  Pe- 
nobscot, p.  17-  General  Sutlivan's  expedition  against  the 
Indians,  p.  19.  Indian  and  American  expeditions  against  each 
<*thcr,  p.  22.  Tlie  Spanish  governor  of  Louisian.i  recognizes 
American  independency,  and  marches  against  the  British  settle- 
ments on  the  Missisippi,  p.  2:3.  Congress  conclude  upon  an  ul- 
timatum, and  vviite  to  Dr.  Franklin,  p.  24-.  Mr.  Gerard's  pri.^ 
vatc  audience  of  congress,  p.  26.  Congress  choose  Mr.  Jay 
for  their  minister  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  Mr.  John  Adams 
for  their  minister  to  negociate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great-Britain,  p.  27. — lliey  address  a  long  letteir 
to  their  constituents  on  their  finances,  p.  2S.  Count  d'Estaing 
sails  from  the  West-Indies  for  the  American  continent,  p.  30, 
— summons  Savannah  to  surrender,  p.  31.  He  and  general 
Lincoln  arc  repulsed  in  an  attack  uj)on  the  town,  p.  33.  Con- 
gress resolve  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  count  Pu- 
iask.i,  p.  35.  The  British  evacuate  RhotJe-Island,  p.  36.  The 
communications  of  the  French  minister  to  congress,  p.  37. 

Letter     IL     P.  39 — 77. 

Congress's  answer  to  the  communications  of  the  mlni«;ter  of 
France,  p.  39.  The  second  conference  of  the  minister  of 
France,  p.  41.  T.lie  distress  of  Washington's  arn.iy  for  want  of 
bread,  ,p.  42>  Sir  H.  Clinton's  expedition  to  South-Carolina^ 
p.  44.  The  British  open  their  batieries  against  Charleston,  p. 
47.  Colonels  Tarleton  and  Webster  defeat  the  American  horse* 
p.  47—49.  General  Lincoln  surrenders  Charleston,  p.  50. 
Tarleton  defeats  coJ.  Buford,  p.  52.  The  distressed  situation 
of  the  American  commander  in  chief,  p.  54.  An  unusual  dark- 
ness in  the  New-England  states,  p.  56.  A  large  body  of  the 
royal  troops  cross  from  Statcn-Island  to  Elizabetti-town,  p.  5S^ 
Mrs.  Caldwell  killed,  ibid.  The  troops  leave  Eiisabeth-tovvn  and 
rnarcli  to  Springfield,  p.  60 — then  stopped  by  general  Greene^ 
'wicL — burn  Spricgfield,  and  return  to  Staten-Island,  ibid.  The 
efforts  of  ihc  Philadelphia  gentlemen  and  iadics  to  relieve  Wash- 
ington's army,  p.  62.  The  preamble  of  the  Pennsylvania  act 
against  slavery,  p.  03.  A  French  tieet,  wnth  troops.,  arrive  at  New- 
port, p.  64.  The  affairs  of  South-Carolina,  p.  66.  Lord 
Cornwaiiis  left  in  couunand  at  Charleston,  p.  68.  Colonel 
Sumpter  being  chosen  by  a  party  of  South-Carolina  exiles  ty 
Vol.  -ilL  a  lead 
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kad  tliem,  returns  with  them  into  the  state,  and  takes  the  field 
against  the  victorious  British,  p.  70.  Congress  unanimously  re- 
solve that  general  Gates  should  take  the  command  of  the  south- 
ern department,  p.  72.  He  joins  the  troops,  marches  and  en- 
camps en  the  road  to  Camden,  p,  73.  Justice  Pendleton's  let- 
ter to  lord  Cornwallis,  ibid.  Congress  resolve  on  destroying  all. 
-the  old  paper  emission,  and  on  adopting  a  new  emission,  p.  74. 
The  Massachusetts  convention  agree  upon  a  constitution  for  the 
cominonwealth.  p.  75.  Their  general  court  incorporate  a  so- 
ciety by  the  name  of  The  American  Academy  of  Aits  and 
Sciences,  p.  76. 

Letter     IIL    P.  78—95. 

The  affairs  of  Ireland,  p.  78.  Captain  Fielding  not  being 
allowed  to  examine  the  Dutch  ships  under  the  convoy  of  count. 
Byland,  employs  force,  p.  79.  I'he  armed  neutrality,  p.  80. 
Sir  George  Rodney  engages  and  defeats  the  Spanish  fleet  under 
Don  Langara,  p.  82,  Don  Galvez's  expedition  against  Mobile, 
p.  83-  iSir  George  Rodney  engages  count  de  Guichen,  p.  84. 
County  petitions  for  the  redress  of  grievances,  p.  86.  The 
house  of  commons  vote  in  favor  of  redressing  the  same,  p.  87. 
All  hopes  of  obtaining  redress  from  that  house  are  at  an  end, 
p,  SS.  Lord  George  Gordon,  the  protestant  association,  and 
the  subsequent  ccnvulsioiis,  idid — his  lordship  conducted  to  tne 
Tov/er,  p.  92.  An  eventual  treaty  between  the  states  of  Hol- 
land and  the  United  States  of  A^mcrica,  signed  by  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Van  Berckel,  p.  94= 

Letter    IV.     Po  96—140. 

The  military  operations  in  South-Carolina,  p.  96.  General 
Gates  takes  the  direct  route  to  Camden,  p.  93. — joins  the  mili- 
tia under  general  Caswell,  ibid— conducts  his  army  to  Clermont, 
p.  99 — marches  on  toward  Camden,  p,  101 — is  unexpectedly 
met  by  lord  Cornwallis,  at  the  head  of  the  British  troops,  and 
is  defeated  by  him,  ibuL  Baron  de  Kalb  mortally  v/ounded, 
p.  103.  Tarleton  defeats  Sumpter,  p.  108.  The  relics  of  the 
American  army  retreat  to  Salisbury,  ibid — arc  ordered  to  Hills- 
borough, p.  109.  Cornwaliis's  orders  relative  to  the  treatment 
cf  South-Carohna,  ibid.  A  number  of  the  citizens  of  Charles- 
ton, prisoners  under  the  capitulation,  sent  to  St.  Augustine, 
p.|llO.  General  Marion's  exertions  against  the  British  adhe- 
rents, p.  112.  The  arrangement  of  the  broken  American 
troops,  p.  114.  Major  Ferguson  ordered  to  mar.oeuvre  through 
the  northern  parts  of  South-Carolina,  and  then  to  join  lo*d 
Cormvaliisat  Charlotte,  p.  116— is  pursued,  defeated  and  slain, 

p.  111. 
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j|f/Tl7.     Ills  Jordshlp's  letter  to  genera!  Sinnllwooc],  p.    I'jo. 
Bates's  troops  m:\rch  to    Salisbury,  p.   121.     Sumpter  ilefcuts 
mnior  \^'cyins — is  afterward  attacked  by  I'arlcton,  whom  he  al- 
so do  teats,  p^  i'22.     Gates    moves  his   head-quarters  to  Char- 
lotte, and  the;  e  surrenders  the  army  into  general  Greene's  hand?, 
pr.   123-     Lieutenant-colonel  Washington  takes  the  British  post 
at  CJermont  by  stratagem,  p.    12'K     The  congress  resolve  re- 
specting Gates,    ibid.     Acts   of  congress,    p.    12S.       General 
\'    ish^ngton's  difTiciillies,  p.   127— -he  meets  count  de  Rocham- 
beau   ii?d  admiral   Tern;iy,  at  Hartford,  p.    I2g.     The   scheme 
for  (.    iveriig  West-Point  into  the  hands  of  Sir  H.  Clinton  dis- 
covered, I'h'd.     M.ijor  AndreCakcn  v/hile  on  his  way  to  New- 
York,  p.    ';iO.     Arnold,  uj)r.>n  receiving  information  of  it,  has- 
f^m-  en  h.^ard  the  Vulture,  Ikitish  sloop  of  war,  p.   131.     An- 
dre I'tjudgcd  to  be  conside-ed  as  a  spy,  p.  132. — and  dies  as  such, 
un:   .rsally  esteemed    and  regretted,    p..   133.     Washington's 
thM^hts  on  the  whole  affair,  p.  134.  Sir  H.  Clinton  s^nds  troops 
to  Virginia,  p.   \ZC,     A  general   exchange  of  prisoners  settled 
by  .ae  British  and  American  generals  Philips  and  Lincoln,  d'ul. 
'Ihe  resolve  of  congress  reiati\ e   to  the  three  militia  men  who 
took  Andre>  p.    135.     Major  Tallmage's  expedition   to  Long- 
Island,  ibid.     Congress  determine  on  having  a  permanent  army, 
p.   137— take  into  serious  consideration  the  absolute  ncccs-sity  of 
a  large  and  immediate  foreign  aid  of  money,  ibid.     The  dona- 
tions of  the  daughters  of  liberty  in  Philadelphia  and  the  neigh- 
borhood to  the  American  soldiers,  p.  133.   'The  Massachusetts 
begin  their  government  agreeable  to  the  new  constitution,  and 
jvjhn  Hancock,  esq.  is  declared  to  have  been  elected  governor^ 
'^jid,     Adimral  1  ernay  dies  at  Newport,  p,  140. 

Le  t  t.  e  r  V.  P.  140—149. 
Tbe  French  and  Spanish  fleets  in  the  WestTndies  form  a  junC-. 
tion,  but  effect  no  capital  operation,  p.  141.  Their  combined 
fl:ets  in  Europe  intercept  the  East  and  WestTndia.convoy,  p.  142. 
Mr.  Laurens  is  taken  in  his  passage  to  Holland,  p.  143.  Sir  Ju- 
seph  Yorke,  leaves  the  Hague,  ibid,.  Hurricanes  in  the  VVest 
Indies,  p.  144.  The  newparliam.ent  moets,  p.  146.  The  kind- 
ness of  the  Spaniards  to  the  British  prisoners,  p.  149.  The  in- 
<juisition  aboHshed  in  the  duke  of  Modena's  dominions;  ibid. 

L  E    T    T   E    R      VL      P,    150— 1S2^ 

'  The  Pennsylvania  line  revolts,  p,  150.  Sir  H.  Clinton  sends 
:lgents  to  treat  with  them,  tv;o  of  whom  are  hanged,  p.  151, 
Part  of  the  Jersey  brigade  revolts,  p.  153.  Lieut,  col.  Jcha 
Laurens  chosca  by  CQD|^ress  special  minister  to  the.  court  of  Ver^ 
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sallies,  and  general  Washington's  hints  to  him,  p.  154 — tl>e  ge^ 
neral  v/ritcs  to  Dr.  Franklin,  p.  155.  The  Virginia  house  of  de^- 
Jegatcs  resolve  respecting  Gates,  p.  r56.  The  returns  of  Greene'* 
force  in  South-Carolina,  and  his  concluding  on  a  partisan  war, 
{licl — his  letter  to  lord  CornwalLis,  p.  157 — he  divides  his  force, 
p.  158.  Lieut,  col.  Tarleton  is  detached  after  gen.  Morgan,  by 
whom  he  is  defeated,  p,  160.  Lord  Cornwailis  pursues  Mor^ 
gan,  p.  163.  Gen.  Greene  arrives,  and  takes  the  command  of 
Morgan's  troops,  p.  164.  The  Americans  retreat,,  and  safely- 
cross  the  Dan  into  Virginia^  though  pursued  by  his  hordship 
with  the  utmost  eagerness,  ibicL  Greene  re-erosses  the  Dan, 
p.  169.  Gen.  Pickens  and  lieut,  col.  Lee  cut  in  pieces  a  large 
body  of  royalists,  p.  HO.  Cornwailis  attempts  to  surprise  the- 
American  light-infantry,  p.  171.  Greene  determines  upon  fight- 
ing his  lordship,  p.  173.  His  lordship  attacks  and  defeats  him, 
ibid.  His  lordship  retreats  toward  Cross-Creek,  and  Greene 
pursues  him  to  Deep-River,  p.  175.  General  Arnold  sails  for, 
and  lands  in  Virginia,  p.  177.  General  Washiagton  lays  a  plaa 
for  catching  him,  ibid.  Sir  H.  Clinton  sends  general  Philips, 
with  more  troops,  to  take  the  command  in  Virginia,  p.  479.  Acts- 
of  congress,  ibid.  Mr.  Robert  Klorris  chosen  financier,  p.^  180. 
The  Marvland  delegates  empowered  to  subscribe  the  confeder- 
ation, whi'ch  is  thereby  completed,  ibid.  General  Washington 
gives  his  decisive  opinion  upon  the  necessity  ot  a  timely  and 
powerful  aid  from  France,  p,  ISK 

Letter  VIL  P.  182— I8S, 
The  attempt  of  the  baron  de  Ruliecourt  on  the  Isle  of  Jersey, 
frustrated  by  major  Pierson,  p.  182.  Lord  George  Gordon  tried 
and  acquitted,  p\  184.  Gibraltar  relieved  by  the  British  fie et 
imder  admiral  Darby,  ibid.  The  Spaniards  commence  a  heavy 
fire  upon  the  fortress,  which  is  returned,  ibid.  Sir  George  kod- 
jrey  and  gen.  Vaughan,  take  St.  Eustatia,  St.  Martin  and  Saba, 
p.  185.  The  property  in  St.  Eustatia  conhscatedy  and  many  of 
the  inhabitants  reduced  to  penury,  and  transported  to  St.  Kitts, 
p.   186.     Demarara  and  Issequibo  surrender,  p.  187» 

Letter  VIIL  P.  18S— 230. 
General  Greene  leaves  North-Carolina,  and  marches  toward! 
Camden,  p.  188 — is  defeated  by  lord  Rav/don  at  liobkirk's  hill, 
p.  189 — his  letter  to  Rav/don,  p.  191 — to  governor  Reed  of 
Pennsylvania,  p.  192.  Lord  P.awdon  evacuates  Camden,  p.  194- 
The  British  posts  are  taken  by  the  Americans  in  quick  succession, 
ibid.  Greene  marches  against  the  garrison  atNinety-Si-K,  p.  195 
' — is  obliged  to  abandon  the  siege,  and  is  pursued  by  Rawdon, 
p.  198.    He  pursues  his  lordship,  and  offers  him  battle,  ibid. 
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OrcciK''ii  letter  concerning  Gate?.,  p.  \pO.  The  niiscrics  attend- 
['■•g  the  wia-  in  South-Carolina,  j).  2'00.  Kxtracts  from  Icllers 
of  Icrd  (/corgeGcrmaisic,  j>.  201.  The  all.iir  ol'coltjnel  ilayne, 
who  is  cxccuicd  by  tlic  joint  order  of  lord  Rawdon  and  coi«>iici 
lialfour,  p.  202.  Tlic  operations  in  Virginia,  under  generals 
riiiiips  and  Arnold,  p.  205.  7'he  marquis  dc  la  FayelLc  makes 
a  rapid  march  from  Baltimore  to  Richmond,  p.  206.  Lord 
Cornvvaliis  joins  the  British  in  Virginia,  ibid — is  disconcerted  iu 
Ills  attempts  to  crush  the  mar(juis,  p.  207.  The  marquis  joir.ed 
by  the  Pennsylvania  line,  under  general  Wayne,  p.  209.  Mis 
lordship  commences  a  retrogadc  movement,  p.  2iO.  Wayne  at- 
tacks h:s  lordship,  and  extricates  himself  by  means  (;f  it,  p.  211. 
General  Washington's  army  in  want  of  provision,  p.  212.  Count 
de  Barras  arrives  at  Boston  to  take  the  command  of  tbe  French 
squadron  at  Newport,  p.  213.  Washington  nieets  Rochambeau 
at  Wcatherslield,  ihid.  Washington's  letters  intercepted  and  con- 
veyed to  New-York,  p.  214.  The  French  troops  join  the  A- 
mericans  under  Vv^ashington,  p.  215.  'i'he  plan  of  operations 
changed,  and  the  allied  troops  march  fur  Pliiiadclphia,  p.  216. 
The  behavior  of  the  trench  troops  while  at  Nevv^port,  and  «Ji 
tlieir  march  to  join  gen.  Washington,  p.  218.  Don  Galvez  com- 
pletes the  conquest  of  West-Florida,  p.  219.  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
aQd  count  dc  Grasse  engage,  p.  220.  'Fobago  taken  by  the 
French,  p.  222.  A  subscription  for  a  loan  opened  by  congress 
for  the  support  of  the  South-Carolinians  and  Georgians  driven 
from  their  country  by  the  enemy,  p.  22:^.  '1  he  heroism  of  the 
\vhig  ladies  in  Chaileston,  p.  224.  'J  lie  treatment  of  the  gen- 
tlemen ren.ioved  from  Charleston  to  St.  Auguscine,  p.  225 — 
of  the  continental  officers;  p.  226.  Complaints  of  severities  ex- 
ercised toward  the  American  marine  prisoners  at  New-Ycik, 
ihid.  The  particular  evils  produced  by  the  paper  currency,  p.  228. 
—the  extinction  of  it  occasions  no  convulsion,  p.  229.  A  num- 
ber of  the  ships  from  Statia  taken  by  the  French,  ibid. 

Letter  IX.  P.  230 — 239. 
Commodore  Johnstone  is  attacked  by  Mr.de  SufTrein,  p.  231. 
— the  commodore  takes  several  large  Dutch  Last-india  siiips, 
p.  232.  Admirals  Hyde  Parker  and  Zoutman  engage  on  the 
Dogger-Bank,  p.  233.  Minorca  is  attacked  by  the  Spaniards  and 
Frencli,  p.  237.  The  combined  fleets  cruise  at  tliC  mouth  <.f 
the  British  channel,  ibid.  Extracts  from  some  letters  to  Mr. 
Vergennes,  p.  239. 

Letter     X.  239 — 270. 

Acts  of  congress,  p.  2J0.  General  G;ccne  demands  from  the 
Biitish  ccir.manders  the  fcasgus  for  the  cxecutici;  of  Hayne,  BaU 
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^■■n-s  answer,  and  GvGont'z  vspWyibicl  Greene  engages  iieu^ 
coi.  Stewart  at  the  Eutavv  Springs,    p..  2V2,     Stewart  abandonf- 
Eiitaw,  P..2.44,  Gov.  Rutledge  retaliates  for  Balfcur's  conduct^. 
p,  245.  A- spirit  of. mutiny  among  Greene's  troops,  ibid — his  ler- 
ler  to  gen.  Gould,- p.  246.  He  marches  toward  Dorchester,  and 
by  his  manoeuvres  induces  the  British  garrison  to  abandon  the 
place,  p*.248i     Gen.  Pickins  expedition  against  the  Cherokees, - 
'ibid,  Arnold's  enterprise  against  New-London,  p.  249-.     De  Rar- 
rau  sails  trom  Rhode-Island,  p.  250.     Sir  Samuel  Hcod  arrives  at 
Sandy-Hook,  ibid.  De  Grasse  arrives  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  en- 
gages adm.  Graves,  p.  25  U  De  Barras  arrives  in  the  Chesapeake^ 
p.  252.  Lord  Cornwaliis  repairs  to  York-town  and  Gloucester, 
p.  253.  The  allied  troops  arrive  at  the  Head  of  Elk, p.  254 — join/ 
the  troops  under  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette^,  p.  255— march  and 
invest  York-town,  ibid.-    Washington's  letter  to  de  Grasse,  ibid. 
The  trenches  opened  by  the  combined  armies  before  York-town, . 
p.  257.  A  capitulation  settled,  and  the  posts  of  York-tov/n  and 
Gloucester  surrendered,  p,  260,   The  British  lieet  and  army  des^- 
tined  for  the    relief  of  ]ord  CornwalHs,  arrive  off  Chesapeake  • 
after  his  surrender,  and  therefore  return,  p.    261»     De  Grasse 
£ails  for  the  West-Indies,  p.  262.  Acts  of  congress  on  their  hear-  " 
ing  of  the  redaction  of  the  British  army,  p,  263.  They  attend- i 
at  the  Roman  Catholic  chapel,  and  hear  the  chaplain  to  the-em--;- 
bissy^  p.  264. — their  resolve  respecting  marquis  de  la  FayetteT-^  i 
the  president  addresses  gen.  WashingtoiTt-p.  268.  The  subscrib-   ' 
ers  to  the  Bank  of  North- America  incorporated,  ibid.     Impro^ 
per  conduct  toward  the  British  prisoners,  p.  269.     Gov.Kut- 
]edge  exercises  his  authority  afresh  in  South-Carolina,  ibid. 
Letter     XL     P.  270 — 290. 
Mr.  Jay  delivers  in  propositions  relative  to  an  intended  treaty- 
with  Spain,  p,  270.     The  king  opens  the  session  of  parliament, 
p. 272.     The  intended  address,  remonstrance  and  petition  of  the 
city  of  London,  p.  273.     Mr.  Laurens  discharged  from  his  con- 
finement in  the  Tower,  p,  275.     Statia  surprised  by  the  marquis 
<]e  Bouilie,  ibid,     Adm.  Kempenfelt's  successful  cruise,  p.  277. 
The  reduction  of  Minorca,  p.  27So     Gen.  Conway's  motion  a-^ 
gainst  continuing  the  war  in  America,  p.  281.     A  nev/  admini- 
stration formed,  p.  282.     St.  Kitt's  attacked  and  taken  by  the 
French,  p.  283.     Mr.  J.  Adam.s  succeeds  in  his  applications  to  the 
States-Genera],  and  is  acknowledged  as  the  American  plenipo- 
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LETTER        I. 

Eoxbuiy,  Jan,  27,  17S0, 

BEFORE  we  enter  upon  a  relation  of  the  expeditions 
against  Penobscot  and  the  Mohawks,  let  me  mention, 
that  in  the  beginning  of  August,  General  Washington,  to  se- 
cure himself  the  more  effectually  from  an  attack  by  the  en- 
emy, while  weakened  through  the  absence  of  the  detachment 
under  General  Sullivan,  gave  to  a  double  spy,  in  order  to  be 
communicated,  the  following  exaggerated  account  of  his  strength 

•"  Fit  for  duty  17010,  exclusive  of  the  troops  under 

Sullivan,  General  Gates  to  the  eastward,  and  Colonel  Hazens 
■ — the  total  number  much  greater — besides  these,  the  new  le- 
vies, 2000  from  Massachusetts — those  from  Connecticut  and 
other  states  coming  in  daily — apian  fixed,  by  v^hich  the  whole 
strength  can  be  drawn  together  in  a  few  hours  upon  any  great 
emergency. 

Colonel  Francis  M'Lean  was  sent  from  Halifax  to  establish 
a  post  at  Penobscot,  in  the  easternmost  part  of  the  Massachu- 
setts state.  His  arrival  [June  16.]  g^^'^  ^^  alarm  to  the  go- 
vernment at  Boston,  and  vigorous  measures  were  agreed  upon 
for  preventing  its  establishment.  The  state  was  to  have  the 
whole  honor  of  the  expected  success  ;  and  therefore  Gates, 
who  was  at  Providence,  was  neither  consulted  not  applied  to 
for  continental  troops.  General  Love]  was  to  commiand  the 
militia,  with  a  small  number  of  state  regulars,  destined  for  the 
service  ;  while  captain  Saltonstail,  who  commanded  the  War- 
ren continental  frigate,  acted  as  commQdore  to  the  whole  flee;, 

\ou  III.  A  consisting 
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Consisting  of  near  twenty  sail,  inrluding  armed  state  vessels  and 
privateers,    besides  24-    transports.     An  embargo  for   40   days 
was  laid  by  the  general  court  on  all  shipping,  that  a  full  sup- 
ply  of  seamen  might  be  the  more  easily   procured.     When  the 
armament  was  ready  for  sailing,  it  lay  wind-bound  in   Nantas- 
ket  road  for  some  days.     By  the  2.5th  of  July,  it  appeared  ofF 
Penobscot.     Colonel    M'Lean    had   gained    information   of  its 
sailing  from   Boston  four  days   before.     His  intended  fort  was 
incapable  of  affording  any  good  defence.     Two  of  the  bastions 
were  untouched  ;   the  remaining  two  with  the  curtains,  were 
in  no  part  above  4  or  5  feet  high  and  12  thick;  the  ditch  in 
most  parts  not  more  than  3  feet  deep  ;  there  was  no    platform 
Jaid  nor  any   artillery  mounted.     When  the  troops  had  landed, 
[July  23.]  instead  of  being  put  upon  vigorous  services,  the  ge- 
neral contented  himiSelf  with  summoning  the  colonel  to  surren- 
der, which  being  refused,  they  were   employed  two  days  in  e~ 
recting   a   battery   at  about  750  yard   distance  from  the  fort. 
The  colonel  improved  this  opportunity,  and  what  followed  dur- 
ing an  inetfectual  cannonading,  for  finishing  and  strengthening 
his  works,  till  he  was  out  of  all  apprehension  from  being  storm- 
ed ;   which  he  v;'as  informed  by  a  deserter,  on  the  i2th  of  Au- 
gust, was   to  be  in  a  day  or  two.     Colonel  M'Lean,  with  Ins 
garrison,  to  their  astonishment,  discovered  that  the  Americans 
liad  totally  abandoned  the  camp  and  works  in   the  night,  [Au- 
gust   14.]  and   had  reim.barked.     The  cause  of  this  mysteri- 
ous event  was  soon  evident   by  the   appearance  of  Sir  George 
Collier  in  the  Raisonable,  attended  with  live  frigates.      While 
Sir  George  lay  at  Sandy-Hook,  he  gained  information,   on   or 
before   the  28th  of  July,   from  a  Boston  paper,  as  it  is  confi- 
dently  asserted  of  the  expedition  against  Penobscot.     He  sail- 
ed for  the  relief  of  the  place  on  the  3d  of  August.     It  w^as  not, 
the  intention  of  the  Massachusetts  government,   that  General 
Lovel  should  spend  much  time  against  it  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
speedy  redaction  of  the  place  was  expected.  The  business  beift,g 
lengthened  out,  application  was   made  to  General  Gates  for  a 
continental  regiment  ;  but  before  it  could  reach  halfway  to  Pe- 
nobscot, Sir  George  Collier  entered  and  proceeded  up  the  bay. 
By  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  American  fleet  present- 
ed themselves  to  his  view,  drawn  up  seemingly  with  the  design 
of  disputing  the  passage  ;  their  resolution  however  soon  failed, 
and   an  ignominiuus  flight  took  placs.     Sir  George   destroyed 
and  took,  including  two  v/hich  w^re  captured  on  his   passage, 
19  armed  vessels  j  beside  the  transports,  and  some  provision  ves* 
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sels.  The  expedition  against  the  fort  was  so  wrctclicdly  con- 
ducted,  as  to  do  no  credit  cither  to  the  general  or  commodore. 
'JliC  ani:y  and  saih)rs  liad  to  explore  a  great  part  of  their  way 
back  by  hind  through  thick  woods  and  desert  wastes. 

The  Oneidas,  and  a  tew  other  of  the  si:2  confederated  Indi- 
an nations,  frequently  called  the  Mohawks,  werefriend'y  to  the 
Americans  ;  the  reat  through  the  power  of  presents  vrith  the 
intiuence  of  Sir  John  Johnston  and  some  others,  who  had  in- 
terest among  them,  departed  from  the  neutrality  they  had  en- 
gaged to  observe,  and  distinguished  themselves  in  thfat  cruel  and 
destructive  war,  which  was  carried  on^  against  the  back  settle-- 
mcnts.  'ilieir  conduct  gave  rise  to  that  p-lan  of  an  expedition 
into  their  country,  which  has  been  aheady  mentioned.  VV'hert 
it  was  to  be  carried  into-  ex^ecutkn,  there  were  to  be  only  two 
divisions,  the  main-  one  under  general  Sullivan,' and  the  ether 
under  general  James  Clinton,  which  was  to  go  by  the  Mo- 
hawk river..  When  Sullivan  was  preparing  to  proceed,  he 
presented  to  congress  a  most  expensive  and  extravagant  list  of 
enumerated  articles,  in  v/hich  was  a  large  number  of  Qgg'^--  Ke 
made  his  detachment  equal  to  TQOO  rations  per  day.  Congress 
were  so  disgusted  with  the  great  demand,  and  some  of  the  spe- 
cihed  articles,  that  for  some  time  they  would  not  order  him 
any.  The  quantity  of  rifle  power  required,  v/as  more  than 
could  on  any  calculation  be  necessary.-  The  com.mandeu  in 
chief  inculcated  it  upon  him,,  that  the  success  and  efiicacy  of 
the  expedition  depended  absolutely  on  the  celerity  of  his  move- 
ments, and  might  be  defeated,  if  he  did  not  proceed  as- light  a:3 
possible.  The  quarter-master-generai- supplied  him  with  1400 
horses.  When  he  reached  Wyoming,  h^  wrote — "  Cf  the  salt- 
ed meat-)a  hand,  there  is  not  a  single  pound  fit  to  be  eaten.'' 
The  next  day,  [July  22.]  the  retur.n  of  the  troops,  r^nk  and  filej 
was  2312.  Here  he  w^aited  several  wrecks,  for  mxore  men,  and 
for  provisions  to  supply  the  lossof  what  had  been-spoiled  through 
the  viilany  or  carelessness  of  the  commissaries^  When  general 
Clinton,  who  came  by  the  Mohawk  river  without  meeting 
with  any  opposition,  joined  him  on  the  21st  of  Aug..  with  a- 
bout  1600  men  of  every  kind,  the  whole  array  with  its  at- 
tendants, battoemen,.  waggoners,  &:c- amounted  to  5000.  Clin- 
ton's division,  would  of  itself,  have  been  sufficient  for. the  ex- 
petition,  as  them  Indians,  against  whom  they  marched  wers 
only  530,  accompanied  by  about  250  tories,  making  no  mora 
than  800  in  ail,  headed  by  colonel  Johnston,  major  Butler  and 
Brandt.     I'hey  were  greatly  worn  down   by  their  k)ng  wait* 

ing 
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ing  for  Sullivan's  approach,  at  Newtown,  where  they  ha(hc&a- 
strutted   strong  breast  works.     The  general  lived  well   as   he  ' 
marched,  having  taken  a  number  of  casks  of  tongues  with  him^ 
beside  hve  cattle  to  supply  him  with  fresh  provision.    He  kept 
a  most  extravagant  table,   and  entertained  all  the  officers,  upon 
the  plea  of  securing  his  influence  among  them,  while  he  was 
making  extremely  free^  in  their  presence,  with  the  characters 
of  the  Congress  and  the  Board  of  War.     He  carried  six  light 
field-pieces  and    two  howitzers  along  with  him  ;  and   would 
have  the  morning  and  evening  gun  fired  constantly.    At  length 
he  arrived    [August  29.]    at  Newtown  j   and  vaunted  in    the 
morning  what  great  things  he  would  do  with  and  agamst  the 
Indians.     He  began  to  engage  them,  by  firing  his  field-pieces 
at  their  breast  works  ;  which  he  continued  while  he  detached 
general   Poor  to  the  right,   round  the  mountain,  to  fall  upon 
their  left  flank.     Poor  had  to  march  a  mile  and  a  half  in  fuli 
vie v/ of  the  Indians  and  their  associates,  who   penetrated   his 
design.    They  waited,  however,  for  his  approach  :   but  observe 
ing  (that  when  his  flring  announced  his  being  engaged)  other 
movements  were  made  toward  them,  they  quitted  their  works, 
and  betook  themselves  to  a  sudden  and  precipitate-  flight.     To 
the  left  of  Sullivan  there  was  a  river,  and  a  plain  on  the   right 
side  of  it,  along  which,  had  a  force  been  sent  early,  they  could 
have  marched  round  undiscovered,   and  have  fallen  in  nearly 
upon  the  centre  of  the  Indians,  by  the  time    Poor  came   upon 
their  left  flank.     A  number  of   riflemen   desired  to  take  that 
route,    but  were  not   permitted.     At  night  Sullivan  was  not  a 
little  mortifled  upon   finding  how  completely   the  enemy  had 
escaped.     He  had  7  men  killed  and    14  wounded  in  the  course 
of  the  day.     The  army  marched  on  the  3lst  for  Catherme's 
town,  lying    on    the    Seneca'  lake.     They   had  to  traverser 
swamp  several  miles  long  ;  to  pass  through  dangerous  denies, 
with  steep  hills- on  each  side  ;   and  to  ford  a  river,  emptying  it^ 
self  into  the  lake,   considerably  broad  in  many  places,  with  a 
strong  current,   and  up  to  the   middle  of  the  men  ;  its  course 
was  so  serpentine,   that  they  had  to  pass  through  it  seven  or 
eight  times.     Sullivan  was  advised  not  to  enter  tiie  swamp  till 
the  next  day,  but  in  vain.     Clinton  who  brought  up  the   rear, 
was  sufjciently   fatigued  by  the  time  he  reached   the  entrance, 
and   being  assured,  that  it  would  kill  the  horses  and  cattle  to 
proceed,  desisted  from  marching  forward. 

Notwithstanding  Sullivan   kept    out   flanking   parties    as  he 
advanced,  such  was  the  steepness  of  the  hills  the  narrowne.^s 

and 
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and  difficulty  of  the  defile<?,  that  twenty  or  thirty  Indians  might 
have  tliiovvn  his  troops  into  the  utmost  contusirtn.  'i  he  nigiit 
•was  so  exceeding  dark,  that  the  mep  could  sec  but  ti  Jittle  way 
before  them.  I'hey  were  wearied  out,  scattered  and  broken, 
lost  all  their  spirits,  Uy  down  here  and  there,  and  wished  to 
die.  Had  a  body  of  the  enei-ny  fallen  on  them  in  this  situa- 
tion, it  might  have  produced  the  most  fatal  consequences. 
Now  was  the  generaFs  mind  racked  and  toiturcd.  It  was 
twelve  at  night  before  his  troops  reached  the  town.  The  In- 
dian scouts  had  watched  them  while  it  was  light ;  but  had  no 
thouglu  of  their  continuing  to  march  in  so  daik  a  night  and  t':> 
so  late  an  hour.  Before  they  got  to  thctirst  house  there  was 
a  most  dangerous  defile,  so  formed  by  nature,  that  had  it  been 
possessed  by  the  five  and  twenty  Indians,  who  were  in  the  town 
roasting  corn,  they  fnight  have  shot  dov'/n,  while  ammunition 
lasted,  what  Americans  they  pleased,  when  within  reach  of 
their  guns  and  the  sight  of  their  eyes,  without  risking  their  own 
persons,  AVhen  the  troops  had  safely  linished  their  march 
Suillivan  declared,  he  would  not  have  such  another  night  foratl 
his  command.  The  men  were  obliged  to  halt  all  the  next 
day  to  recruit  ;  and  suffered  more  in  the  preceding,  than  they 
would  have  done  in  a  month's  regular  march. 

General  Sullivan  continued  in  the  Indian  countr}%  spread- 
ing desolation  and  destruction  among  the  towns  and  planta- 
tions of  the  enemy,  without  sparing  the  orchards  of  apple  and 
peach-trees,  which  had  been  raised  from  pips  and  stones,  and 
in  some  places  properly  planted  by  the  advice  of  the  missiona- 
ry wiio  had  lived  among  them,  'i'he  heat  of  the  climate,  and 
richness  of  the  soil,  wiil  raise  good  fruit  in  a  few  years  from 
kernals  that  are  produced  by  suitable  trees.  Several  offi- 
cers thought  it  a  degradation  of"  the  army  to  be  employed  in 
destroyed  apple  and  peach-trees,  v;hen  the  very  Indians  in 
their  excursions  spared  them,  and  wished  the  general  to  retract 
his  orders  for  it.  He  was  told  that  the  trees  would  .in  a  little 
tin^e,be  worth  to  the  continent  at  least  many  thousand  bard  dol- 
lars. He  continued  relentless,  and  said — "  I'he  Indians  s'liall  see, 
that  there  is  malice  enourh  in  our  hearts*  to  destroy  eVcrv  thin^ 
tlvat  contributes  toward  their  support."  Seme  of  the  oflicers, 
liowcver,  who  were  sent  out  with  parties  to  lay  waste  the  Indiaii 
territory,  would  see  no  apple  or  peach-trees  ;  so  that  they  were 
left  to  blossom  and  bear,  for  the  refreshment  of  man  or  beast, 
triend  or  foe,  that  might  chance  ta  pass  that  way.  Thus  did 
General  Hand  and  Colonel  Duibin  do  honor  to  their  own  dha^ 
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racters.  By  the  middle  of  October  general  Sullivan  reached 
Kaston  in  Pennsylviuiia  on  his  return  to  join  the  main  army- 
He  brought  back,  only  300  horses  out  of  the  1400  he  took  witk 
him.  During  this  expedition,  tiieie  were  eleven  Indians  kil- 
led ,  two  old  squaws,  a  negro,- ajid  a  white  man  taken;-— — IS 
towns*  destroyed,  and  150,000  bushels  of  com,  beside  apple 
and  peach-trees.  By  groundless  complaints,  he  displsased  the 
commander  in  cliief,  and  gave  great  umbrage  to  the  hoard  of 
war  and  the  quarter-master-gencrah  The  pompous  accountf 
cf  his  miiitary  peregrination,  v^hich  he  sent  to  congress,  made 
him  the  laugh  of  the  officers  in  the  army  remaining,  under 
general  Washington  i  one  declared  it  was  a  little  jnisehiev- 
uus  to  print  the  whole  account  ;  another  when  he  had  read 
of  elegant  Indian  houses,  was  ready  to  question,  from  the  abuse 
of  the  cpitliet,  whether  he  understood  the  true  meaning  of  the 
word.  He  soon  felt  himself  so  dissatisfied,  tl}at  on  the  9th  of 
November  he  begged  leave  of  congress  to  resign,  upon  the^ 
plea  of  bad  health  ;  they  on  the  last  of  the  month,  accepted 
his  resignation. 

The  carrying  on  of  this  e::spedition  did  not,  however,  pre- 
vent the  offensive  operations  of  the  Indians  and  their  associ- 
ates. On  the  23d  of  July,  a  party  of  60  Indians,  and  2T  white 
men  under  Joseph  Brandt,  felt  upon  the  Minisink  settlements 
and  burnt  10  houses,  12  barns,  a  fort  and  two  mills,  killed  and 
carried  oir  several  people  with  considerable  plunder..  The  mi-' 
litia  from  Goshen  and  parts  adjacent,  to  the  amount  of  149y 
collected,  and  pursued  them  but  without  sufficient  caution  and 
2^ecessaries,  so  that  they  were  surprised  and  totally  defeated  ; 
310  more  tlian  30  returned-.  Many  were  killed,  a  number  mads 
prisoners;  the  rest  dispersed  and  v/ere  missing  long  after  the  ac- 
tion. Five  days  after,  captain  ivI'Donald,  at  the  head  of  250 
inen,  a  third  British,  the  rest  Indians,  took  Freland's  fort,  on 
'the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  ;  in  whieh  v/eie  30  mea, 
and  50  women  and  children  ;  the  captain  consented  that  the 
last  should  beset  at  liberty,  but  the  men  were  made  prisoners 
of  war.  The  partv,  on  their  way  to  it,  had  burnt  houses  and 
mills,  had  killed  and  captivated  several  of  the  inhabitants.     On 

*  SulHvaT)  In  his  account  says  40  ;  but  if  a  few  old  houfes  which  had 
been  desertfd  for  feveral  years,  were  met  wiih  and  burnt,  they  were  put  dcwa 
far  a  town.  Siables  ar.d  wood-hcveli,  and  'odges  in  the  tisid,  when  thela* 
dians  were  called  to  work  ihfre,  were  all  reckoned  as  houl'cs* 

i~  See  »h:  Renacmbranccr,  vol.  ix.  p.  ij8. 
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tlie  other  side.  General  AV'illiamsoii,  with  Colonel  Pickens, 
ePitercd  life  Indian  country  about  the  2id  of  August,  burnt  and 
destroyed  the  corn  oi"  eight  towns,  amcunling  to  more  than 
^0,000  bushels,  lie  would  hcarktn  to,  no  proposals  from  the 
Indians,  nor  acce})t  of  their  friendship,  but  insisted  on  their  re- 
moving immediately,  wilh  tlieir  remaining  property,  into  the 
settled  towns  of  the  creeks,  and  residing  au-iong  their  country- 
men, to  which  they  agreed.  Colonel  Broadhead  also  engaged 
in  a  successful  expcuiiion  against  tiic  Mingo  and  iMunsey  In- 
dians,  and  the  Seuecas  on  the  Allegany-nvei-.  He  leit  Pill.A- 
burg  August  the  llth^  with  605  rank  ar.d  lile,  including  miiitia 
and  volunteers,  and  did  not  return  till  the  14th  of  September. 
TJiey  went  about  200  miles  from  the  fort,  destroyed  a  number 
of  tows,  and  cornticlds  to  the  amount  of  500  acveSy  and  made 
a  great  deal  of  plunder  in  skin^  and  other  articles. 

Tlie  active  part  which  the  Spaniards  have  now  taken  in  the 
present  contest,  must  issue  in  favor  of  the  American  States.  The 
Spanish  Governor  of  Louisiana,.  Don  Bcrnado  de  Galvcz,  h^s 
acknowledged  his  being  apprized  of  the  commcncemjent  orhop>. 
tilitics  between  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  London,  on  the  9t,'i 
of  August  The  easiest  way  of  accountiog  for  ihis  extraoidi-^ 
nary  circumstance,,  considering  that  the  Spanish  manifesto  vi^as 
not  delivered  till,  the  16th  of  June,  may  be  hy  supposing -that 
the  Spanish  admiral  bad  orders  iiimiediateiy  upon  his  joining 
Count  d'Orvilliers,  to  dispatch  a  vessel  to  iuforiu  the  Spanisli 
governors  in  America,  that  hostilities  were  then  commencing  ; 
and  that  the  said  vessel  had  so  good  a  passage  as  to  admit  of 
Don  Calvez  receiving  the  dispatches  on  the  9Lb  of  August  with- 
in forty-six  days  after  the  junction  of  th-e  combined  Etiet.  Th^ 
'Governor  proceeded  to  collect  the  whole  force  of  his  province 
at  New-Orieans,  [August  1 9th..]  and  tiicn  .publicly  recogni- 
zed the  independency  of  the  American  States  by  beat  af 
drum.  Every  thing  being  in  readiness  for  tijc  purpose,  h-e 
immediately  m.arched  against  the  British  settlements  on  tlvj 
Missisippi.  The  whole  force,  British  and  German,  stationed 
for  their  protection,  did  not  amount  to  500  men  :  and  had  no- 
other  cover  than  a  nev/Iy  constructed  fort,  or  rather  tieid  re- 
doubt. Here,  how^evcr,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dickson  stood  a 
siege  of  nine  days,  and  tiien  obtained  conditions  honourab!?:^ 
ta  the  garrison,  [September  11.]  and  favourable  to  the  inha- 
bitants. Nothing  could  exceed  the  good  faiih  with  which  thc; 
Spanish  Governor  observed  thc  prescribed  conditions;  nor  tl>e 
humanity  and  kindaess  with  which  he  treated  his  prisoncr.s- 
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A  Spanish  gentlernnn,  Don  Juan  cle  Miraiiiies,  lias  resided  at 
Philadelphia  for  some  considerable  time  :  he  appears  to  be  eni^ 
powered  by  the  court  of  Madrid  to  act  as  their  agent,  and  trans- 
acts his  business  with  Congress  through  the  medium  of  the 
French  Ambassador.  Being  thus  l<:^{j  to  mention  Congress,  let 
us  quit  the  operations  of  the  field  to  the  determinations  of  the 
grand  council  of  the  American  States. 

Congress  having  at  Jengtli  concluded  upon  an  ultimatum,  af- 
ter much  deliberation  and  debate,  [Aug.  14.]  they  agreed  upon 
instructions  to  the  commissioner  to  be  appointed  to  negociate  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  Great-Britain,  and  to  the  minister  plenipo. 
tentiary  at  the  court  of  France.  They  pointed  out  to  the  first  the 
boundaries  he  was  to  insist  upon,  and  further  said — "  As  the 
great  object  of  the  present  defensive  war,  on  the  part  of  the  al-^ 
lies,  is  to  establish  the  independency  of  the  United  States,  and 
as  any  treaty  whereby  this  end  cannot  be  obUmed  must  be  on- 
Jy  ostensible  and  illusory,  you  are  therefore  to  make  it  a  preii- 
jninary  article  to  any  negociation,  that  Great-Britain  shall  agree 
to  treat  with  the  United  States  as  sovereign,  free  and  indepen^ 
dent : — You  shall  take  special  care  also,  that  the  independence 
of  the  said  states  be  effectually  assured  and  confirmed  by  the 
treaty  or  treaties  of  peace,  according  to  the  form  and  effect  of 
the  treaty  of  alliance  with  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  ;  and 
you  shall  not  agree  to  such  treaty  or  treaties,  unless  the  same 
be  thereby  assured  and  confirmed  : — Although  it  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  peace  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  that  Canada  and  Nova-Scotia  should  be  ceded,  and  more 
particularly  that  their  equal  common  right  to  the  fisheries 
should  be  guaranteed  to  them,  yet,  a  desire  of  terminating  the 
warhath  induced  us  not  to  make  the  acquisition  of  these'objects 
an  ultimatum  on  the  present  occasion  : — You  are  empowered 
to  agree  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities  during  the  negociation, 
provided  our  ally  shall  consent  to  the  same,  and  provided  ic 
shall  be  stipulated  that  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy  shall  be  im- 
mediately withdrawn  from  the  United  States  : — In  all  other 
matters  not  above-mentioned,  you  are  to  govern  yourself  by 
the  alliance  between  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  those 
states,  by  the  advice  of  our  allies,  by  your  knowledge  of  our  in- 
terests, and  by  your  own  discretion,  in  which  we  repose  the 
fullest  confidence." 

To  Dr.  Friinklin  the  congress  wrote — "  Sir, — Having  de- 
termined that  w^e  would  not  insist  on  a  direct  acknowledgment 
by  Great-Britain  of  our  rignts  in  the   fisheries^   this  important: 
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nm'iter  is  liable  to  ?^.n  incertitude,  VA'luch  may  be  (ljnp:rrous 
to  the  political  antl  commercial  interests  o^  the  United  btatc:^, 
we  have  tliciefore  agreed  and  resolved— tiiat  the  comiiKjn  right 
<n  fishing  slrall  in  no  case  be  given  up  ; — and  that  if  atlei  a  trca- 
1 V  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  she  shall  molest  the  citizens  or  in- 
liabitant^  ot  any  of  the  United  States,  in  taking  lish  on  the  banks 
nf  NewfoLindiand  and  other  fisheries  of  the  American  seas,  any 
where  excepting  within  the  distance  ofthree  leagues  of  the  slioie 
of  tlie  tevrtorics  remaining  to  Gieat  Britain  at  the  close  of  tlic 
war,  such  molestation  (being  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  a  diiect 
violation  and  breach  of  the  peace)  shall  be  a  common  cause  of 
•the  said  states,  ivad  the  force  of  the  union  be  exerted  toubiaiii 
-redress  for  tlie  parties  injured*  But  notwithstanding  these  pre- 
►cautions,  as  Great  Britain  may  again  light  up  the  flames  of  war, 
and  use  our  exercise  of  the  fisheries  a^  her  pretext:  and  since 
some  doubts  may  arise,  whether  this  object  is  sj  effectoailv  guard- 
ed by  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  his  mo.t  christian  majesty,  that 
any  molestation  th*jrein  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  h  to  be 
considered  as  a  casus Joedcris  ;  you  are  to  endeav'.ur  to  obtain  of 
Ills  majesty  an  expianation  on  that  subject,"upon  the  principle  that 
r.otwithstanding  the  high  contidence  reposed  in  his  Wisdom  and 
justice,  yet  considering  the  uncertainty  of  human  airairs.  and  how 
<ioubt3  may  be  afterwards  raised  in  the  breasts  of  his  rovai  suc- 
cessors, the  great  importance  of  the  lisheries  renders  tii^  citi- 
zens of  these  states  very  solicitous  to  obtain  his  majestv's  sense 
with  relation  to  them,  as  the  best  security  against  the  ambstioa 
of  the  British  court.  For  this  purpose  you  siiai/  propose  the  fol- 
/;">wing  articles,  in  which  nevertheless  such  alterations  may  be 
.  iiade  as  the  circumstances  and  situation  of  affairs  shall  ren-der 
convenient  and  proper.  Should  the  same  be  agreed  to  and  ex- 
ecuted, you  are  immediately  to  trasmit  a  copy  thereof  to  our 
minister  at  the  court  of  Spain." 

"  IVhereas  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  mostchristiaa 
king  and  the  United  States  of  North  America,  the  two  parties 
<^;uarantee  mutually  from  that  time  and  forever  against  all  other 
powers,  to  wit,  the  United  Stales  to  his  most  christian  n^ajesty' 
tlie  possession  then  appertaiidng  to  the  crown  of  France  in  Ame- 
rica, as  v\'ell  as  those  which  it  may  acquire  by  a  future  treaty  of 
peace  ;  and  his  most  christian  majesty  guarantees  on  his  part  to 
the  United  Siates,  all  their  libertv,  sovereignty  and  independence 
absolute  and  unlimited,  as  weii  in  matters  of  government  as  coju- 
iTierce,  and  also  their  possessions  and  the  additions  or  conquests 
that  their  confederation  may  obtaitl  during  the  w."ar,  accordmg  to 
the  said  treaty  • — And  'wktrcas  the  suici  parties  did  iurtirjr  agree 
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and  declare  that  in  case  of  a  ruptm-e  between  France  and  England^ 
the  said  reciprocal  guarantee  should  have  its  full  force  and  ef- 
fect the  moment  such  a  war  should  break  out : — And  whereas 
doubts  may  hereafter  arise  how  far  the  said  guarantee  extends  to 
-this  case,  to  wit,  that  should  Great  Britain  molest  or  disturb  the 
subjects  or  inhabitants  of  France,  or  of  the  said  states,  in  taking 
iish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  other  the  fishing  banks 
and  seas  of  North  America,  formerly  and  usually  frequented 
by  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  respectfully  : — And  whereas  the 
said  king  and  the  United  States  have  thought  proper  to  deter- 
mine with  precision  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  gua*. 
rantee  in  this  respect,  now  therefore  as  a  further  demonstration 
of  their  mutual  good  will  and  affection,  it  i^  hereby  agreed,  con^ " 
eluded  and  determined  as  follows,  to  wit>  That  if  after  the  coiii- 
elusion  of  the  treaty  or  treaties  which  shall  terminate  the  pre- 
sent war,  Great  Britain  shall  molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  or 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  >n  taking  fish  on  the  banks^ 
seas  and  places,  formerly  used  and  frequented  by  them  so  as  not 
to  encroach  on  the  territorial  rights,  which  may  remain  to  her 
after  the  termina^tion  of  the  present  war  as  aforesaid,  and  war 
should  thereupon  break  out  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  :  oi-  if  Great  Britain  shall  molest  or  disturb  the 
subjects  and  inhabitants  of  France,  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks^ 
seas  and  places  formerly  used  and  frequented  by  them,  so  as  not  ta- 
encroach  oii  the  territorial  rights  of  Great  Britain  as  aforesaid:, 
and  war  should  thereupon  break  outbetween  France  and  Great 
JBritain  ;  in  either  of  these  eases  of  war  as  aforesaid,  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  the  said  United  States  shall  make  it  a  com- 
mon case,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their  good  ofiiceS;^ 
their  councils  and  their  forces,  according  to  the  exigence  of 
conjectures,  as.  becomes  good  and  faithful  allies — -Finvided  al* 
way  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  taken  or  understood^ 
as  contrary  to  or  inconsistent  with  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
©f  the  treaties  already  subsisting  between  his  most  christian  ma*- 
jesty  and  the  said  states,  but  the  same  shall  be  takent  and  under* 
stood  as  explanatory  of  and  conformable  to  those  treaties." 

The  honorable  Sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France,,  had  a  private  audience  of  Congress  [Sept.  17.]  in  order 
to  his  taking  leave  of  them  ;  when  he  mentioned  in  his  speech  his- 
majesty's  having  sent  a  new  minister  plenipotentiary  to  America^ 
that  there  might  be  no  interruption  in  his  care  to  cultivate  a> 
mutual  friendship,  and  that  Mons.  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne 
would  explain  to  them  his  majesty's  sentiments.  The  compli* 
mental  answer  which  followed  of  course  need  not  be  related* 
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The  clay  after,  the  following  msU'uclIons  to  the  minister  picni* 
potentiary  for  negociatii-ig  with  llic  court  of  Spain  were  prepar- 
ed— "  Sir — Congress  have  come  to  the  following  resolution,  1  hat 
if  his  catholic  majesty  shall  accede  to  the  treaties  between  Franco 
and  the  United  Slates  of  America,  and  in  concurrence  v/ith 
tlieni  continue  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  for  the  pur- 
pose expressed  in  the  treaties  aforesaid^  he  shallnot  thereby  be 
precluded  from  securing  to  himself  the  Floridas-:  on  tiic  contrary, 
if  he  shall  obtain  the  Floridas  from  Great  Britain,  those  UniteH 
States  will  guarantee  the  same  to  liis  catholic  majesty  ;  provided 
;jlway  that  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  free  navigation  of 
the  river  Mississippi  into  and  from  the  sea.  You  arc  therefore 
to  communicate  tojiis  most  cliristian  majesty,  the  desire  of  con- 
gress to  enter  int©  a. treaty  of  alliance,  and  of  amity  and  com- 
mercs,  with  his  catholiGniajesty,  and  to  request  his  favourable  in- 
t-erposition  for  that  porposc  ;  at.  the  same  time  you  arc  to  make 
jiuch  proposals  to  his  catholic  majei:ty  as  in  your  judgment,  from 
circumstances^  will  be  proper  for  obtaining  for  the  United  States 
of  America,equal  advantages  with  tliose  which  are  secured  to  them 
by  the  treaties  with  his  most  christian  majesty,  observing  always  the 
resolution  afoi-esaid  as  the  ultimatum  of  these  United  States,  You 
are  particularly  to  endeavour  to  obtain  some  convenient  port  or 
ports  below  the  31*'  of  north  latitude  on  the  river  Mississippi  free 
for  all  merchants  vessels^  goods,  ware^  and  merchandise  beJongw 
ing  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  states..  The  distressed  state  of  our 
:^nance?v  and  the  great  depreciation  of  our  paper  money,  incline 
congress  to  hope,  that  his  catholic  majesty,  if  he  shall  conclude 
a  treaty  with  thestatcs,  will  be  induced  to  lend  the  money  ;  you 
are  therefore  to  present  to  him  the  great  distress  of  these  states 
on  that  account^  and  to  solicit. a  loan,  of  five  millions  of  dollars- 
upon  the  best  terms  in  your  power,  not  exceeding  six  per  cent* 
per  ann.  effectually  to  enable  them  to  co-operate  wath  the  allies 
against  the  common  enemy:  but  before  you  make  any  propo- 
sals to  his  catholic  majesty  for  a  loan,  you  are  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  a  subsidy  in  consideration  of  the  guarantee  aforesaid.'* 

Saturday  the  25th,  it.  was  "  resolved  that  Congress  proceed  t^ 
tlie  nomination  of  a  proper,  person  for  negociating  a  treaty  of 
peace,"  Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  Jay  were  proposed  ;  and  an 
adjournment  took  place  to  ten  o'clock  of  the  next  day,  when  tha 
members  balloted.  The  votes  were  divided,  and  there  was  no 
election.  They  balloted  again,  andit  was  the  same  :  the  ballot- 
ing therefore  was  postponed,  and  Congress  "  resolved  that  a. 
aiinister  plenipotentiary  be  appointed  to  ncgociate  a  treaty  of  alii- 
i^nce,  and  of  amity  and  commerce,  between  the  United  Statsa.oi" 
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America  and  his  cailiolic  majesty.  I^Ir.  Arthur  Lee^  Mr.  Toha 
Adciiiis,  and  Mr.  Jay,  were  nominated.  On  the  Monday  the 
bailols  were  taken,  and  Mr.  Jay  was  elected.  I'henfollov/cd  the 
choice  by  ballot  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negociating  a 
treaty  of  peace  and  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain, 
when  Mr.  John  Adams  was  elected.  This  election  was  na 
giound  of  joy  to  Mr.  Gerard.  His  wishes  and  interest  were  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Jay^s  being  appointed  to  negociate  with  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  while  the  latter  was  wrongfully  suspected  by  the  New  Eng- 
land delegates,  as  being  in  no  wise  strenuously  disposed  to  secure 
tne  fisnencs.  'I'hcse  delegates  v/ere  fixed  upon  having  Mr.  J.- 
Adams intru'~'ted  with  tljat  business,  as  they  could  confide  in  his 
steady  deteimination  never  to  lose  sight  of  it,,whatever  might  be 
the  pleas  and  pretences  of  politicians.  Theyeould  acquiesce  in 
Mr.  Jay's  election  to  negociate  with  the  court  of  Madrid,  as  it 
paved  the  way  for  the  carrying  of  their  main  point.  Two  days 
after  Mr.  WiUiam  Carmichaei  was  elected  secretary  to  Mr.  Jay  ;. , 
Mr.  Francis  Dana  to  Mr.  Adams;  and  lieut.  col.  Laurence  to  Dr. 
I^Vaukiin  Mr.  Jay's  letter  of  credence  was  signed  at  Philadel- 
phia the  15th  of  October,  when  congress  ''  resolved,  That  the 
lo  lowing  additional  instructions  be  given  to  the  minister  pleni-^ 
potentiary  for  negociating  with  his  catholic  majesty — "  Sir — You 
are  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  for  obtaining  permission  for  the  ■ 
citizens  and  inhabitcUits  of  these  states,  to  iad-^  and  take  on  board 
their  vessels,  salt  at  the  island  of  Salt  Tortuga  ;  and  aiso  to  cut, 
load,  and  bring  away  logwood  and  mahogany  in  and  from  the 
Bjy  of  Honduras  and  its  rivers,  and  to  build  on  the  shores,  stores, 
houses  and  magazines  for  the  wood  cutters  and  their  families,  in 
the  extent  ceded  to  his  Britannic  majesty  by  the  nth  article  of 
the  definitive  treaty  concluded  at  Paris,  tiie  10th  of  February, 
1763,  or  m  as  great  extent  as  can  be  obtained."  Before  the 
rjonth  was  out,  Mr.  Jay  sailed  for  Europe  in  company  with  Mr. 
Gerard.  October  the  2lsr,  the  honorable  Henry  Laurens,  esq. 
was  elected  by  ballot  to  negociate  a  loan  in  Holland  :  on  the  first : 
of  the  next  month  he  was  chosen  to  negociate  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  with  the  united  provinces  of  the  low  countries. 

September  the  1st,  Congress  resolved,  that  they  would,  on  no 
account,  emit  more  bills  ot  credid  than  to  make  the  whole  amount 
of  them  two  hundred  milhons  of  dollars. 

September  i3th,  they  addressed  a  long  letter  to  their  constit- 
uents upon  their  finances.  Uy  that  it  appears,  that  the  taxes  had 
brougiit  into  the  treasury  no  more  than  3,021,560  dollars,  and- 
that  all  the  monies  supplied  by  the  people  of  America,  amounted^ 
to  iio  more  than  36,<bi;663  duliurs  and  ei-VO^s^  thai:  being  thfe.. 
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;iuniofthe  loans  and  tax.es  tlica  received.  It  holds  up  to  the 
iuiagiiuiti<jn,  the  ability  oi' ihc  United  vStales  to  pay  llicir  wiioie 
r.ationai  aebt,  thougli  at  the  close  ot"  the  war  it  should  a:\iouiit: 
to  three  hundred  midions  of  dollars,  with  case  ia  the  course  of 
twenty  yeais  ;  aiid  while  doing  it,  by  inverse,  romantic  reason- 
ing, represents  the  paper  currency  as  a  blessing  at  the  cxpence  of 
scripture  language — "  Let  it  also  be  remernbered,  that  paper  mo- 
ney is  the  only  kind  of  money  whicli  cannot  make  unto  itstlf 
•Zuings  and  fly  wjoaij :  it  remains  with  us,  it  will  not  forsake  us,  it 
is  always  ready  and  at  hand  for  the  purpose  of  commerce  and 
taxes,  and  every  industrious  man  can  hnd  it."  The  letter  pro- 
ceeds to  show,  that  the  people,  not  only  collectlveiy  by  their  re- 
presentatives, but  individually,  have  pledged  their  faich  for  the  re- 
demption of  their  bills,  and  tnat  they  possess  a  politi.cal  capacity  of 
doing  it.  Ihen  comes  a  question,  '"  Whether  there  is  any  rea- 
son to  apprehend  a  wanton  vioiatioirof  the  public  faith  V^  Con- 
gress say  upon  it — -"  It  is  with  great  regret  and  reluctance  that: 
v/e  can  prevail  upon  ourselves  to  take  the  least  notice  of  a  ques- 
tion, which  involves  in  it  a  doubt  so  injurious  to  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  America.  We  should  pay  an- ill  compliment  to  the 
understanding  and  honor  of  every  true  American,  were  we  to 
adduce  many  arguments  to  show  the  baseness  or  bad  policy  of 
violating  our  national  faith,  or  omitting  to  p/ursue  the  measures 
necessary  to  preserve  it.  A  bankrupt  iaithless  republic  would  be 
a  novelty  in  the  political  world,  and  appear  among  reputable 
iiations,  like  a  common  prostitute  among  chaste  and  respectable 
matrons.  We  are  C{Mivinced,  that  the  arts  and  efforts  of  our  e- 
iiemics  will  not  be  wanting  to  draw  us  into  this  humiliating  and 
contempiibie  situation,  impelled  by  malice,  and  the  suggestions 
ofchugrin  and  disappointment,  at  not  being  able  to  berid  our 
riccks  to  their  yoke,  they  v/ili  endeavour  to  force  or  seduce  us  to 
commit  tills  unpardonable  sin.,  in  order  to  subject  us  to  tiie  pu- 
ihshmentdue  to  it,  and  fhat  we  may  thenceforth  be  a  reproach 
tnd  a  by-word  among  the  nations.  Apprized  of  these  consequen- 
ces, knowing  the  value  of.  national  character,  and  impressed 
with  a  due  sense  of  the  im.mutablc  laws  of  justice  and  honor,  itis 
impossible  that  America  should  think  withouc  horror  of  such  an 
execrable  deed.  Determine  to  finish  the  contest  as  you  began  it,' 
honestly  and  gloriously.  Let  it  never  he-said,  thcJt  America  had 
no  sooner  become  independent  than  she  became  insolvent ;  or 
that  her  infant  glories  and  growing  fame  were  obscured  and  tar- 
nished by  broken  contracts  and  violated  faith,  in  the  very  hour 
when  ail  the  nations  of  the  earth  were  admiring,  and  almos!: 
adoring-  the  splendor  of  her  rising."    This  letter  aad  the  resolve 
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preceding  it,  were  probably  occasioned  by  tlic  prevailing  sulw 
}ects  ot"  conversation  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  movements  of  the 
leading  people.  A  town  meeting  v/as  called,  and  a  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  drav/  up  a  memorial,  which  was  signed  by 
the  president  and  council  in  their  private  ciiaractsrs,  the  speaker 
and  several  rciemljers  of  assembly,,  the  general  committee  of  the 
city,  and  a  respectable  number  of  citizens.-  It  was  presented  to 
congress  on  or  nea?  the  day  when  they  addressed  their  consti- 
tuents, and  was  meant  to  stop  the  further  emissions  of  continen- 
tal bills.  The  memorialists  say — "  Neither  can  we  help  express- 
ing our  apprehensions,  that  the  case  with  which  money  was  thusi- 
procured,  hasinduced  a  remissness  of  inquiries  into  the  reality  o'5 
its  application  :  all  which  we  hope  will,  in  future,  be  remedied 
by  a  systematical  plan  of  oecoaomy,  and  a  regular  information  of* 
cxpences." 

-  September  17,  Congress  ''■*  resolved,  That  in  consideration  o^ 
the  distinguished  merit  of  lieut.  coL  Talbot,  a  commission  oi. 
captain  in  ihe  navy  of  the  United  States  be  given  him."  They 
[September  24?.]  *'  resolved,  That  a  medal  of  gold,  emblemati- 
cal of  the  attack  of  the  fort  and  works  at  Powie's-hook,  be  struck 
and  presented  to  major  Lee,  Four  days  after,  upon  iMr.  Jay's- 
signifying  to  them  his  acceptance  of  the  office  to  which  he  had- 
been  appointed  on  ihe  26th,  and  thereupon  resigned  the  chair, 
they  elected  Samuel  Huntington,  esq.  president,.  Such  was  the 
deficiency  of  dour  in  Virginia,  that  congress  [Oct,  18.]  resolved,, 
that  the  governor  should  be  informed  of  its  being  their  opinion, 
that  the  convention  troops  should  be  supplied  with  meal  made  of 
Indian  corn.  But  he  was  requested  to  inform  the  commanding 
officer  of  those  troops,  that  if  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
British  forces,  will  order  supplies  of  Hour  to  be  sent  to  Virginia^ 
passports  will  be  ordered  for  the  purpose  v/hen  apphed  for.  The. 
chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  [Nov.  17.]  had  his  audience  of  congress,- 
delivered  a  letter  from  Ins  most  christian  majesty,  was  announc- 
ed to  the  house,  and  upon  that  rose  and  addressed  the  congress 
in  a  speech,  to  which  the  president  returned  an  answer. 

Let  us  change  the  scene. 

While  count  d'Estaing  lay  with  his  fleet  at  Cape  Francois,  af- 
ter the  conquest  of  Grenada,  he  received  letters  from  gov.  Rut- 
ledge, gen.  Lincoln,  the  Frencii  consulatCharlestown  and  others^ 
urging  him  to  visit  the  American  coast,  and  proposing  an  attack, 
upon  Savannah.  The  general  engaged  him  to  join  with  lOOOs 
men  certain,  and  promised  that  every  exertion  should  be  made  tor 
augment  the  number.  The  application  coinciding  with  the  king's: 
iastructions,  to  act  in  concert  with  the  forces  of  the  United  States^ 
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whenever  an  occasion  presented  ilself,  he  sailed  for  the  AnKri^ 
can  continent  wilh'n  a  tew  days  alter  it  was  received.  Whca 
through  the  windward  passage,  he  dispatched  two  ships  of  the 
line  and  three  frigates  lo  Charicstowa  to  announce  his  coming. 
On  the  1st  of  September  he  arrived  with  arieet  of  20  sail  of  the 
line,  two  of  fifty  guns,  and  eleven  frigates. 

'J 'he  appearance  of  the  French  fleet  on  the  coasts  of  South  Ca- 
rolina and  Georgia  was  so  unexpected  by  the  British,  that  the  Ex- 
periment manot  war  of  50  guns,  Sir  James  Wallace  cammand- 
cr,  and  three  frigates  were  captured.  No  sooner  was  it  known  al 
Charlcstown  thatthe  count  was  on  tlie  coast,  than  Lincoln  marcli- 
td  with  all  expedition  for  Savannah  with  the  troops  under  his 
command  ;  orders  were  al'jo  given  for  the  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  militia  to  rendezvous  immediately  near  the  same  place. 
'I'he  British  were  equally  diligent  in  preparing  for  their  defence. 
Lieut,  col.  Cruger,  who  had  a  small  commiand  at  Sunbury,  and 
lieut.  coL  Maitland,who  w^as  in  farce  at  Beaufort,  were  ordered 
•to  Savannah.  As  the  French  frigates  approached  the  bar,  the 
Fowey  and  Rose,  of  120  guns  each,  the  Keppel  and  Germain  arm- 
ed vessels,  retired  toward  the  town.  The  battery  on 'I'ybee  w^s 
destroyed.  To  prevent  the  French  frigates  getting  too  near,.  tJie 
Rose  and  Savannah  armed  ships,  with  four  transports,  were  sunk, 
in  the  channcL  A  boom  was  laid  across  it,  and  several  small 
vessels  were  also  sunk  above  the  town.  The  seamen  were  ap- 
pointed to  different  batteries.  The  marines  were  incorporated 
with  the  grenadiers  of  the  16th  regiinent ;  and  great  numbers- 
were  employed,  both  by  day  and  night,  in  strengthening  and  ex- 
tending the  hnes  of  defence.  Count  d'Estaing  made  repeated 
declarations,  that  he  could  not  remain  more  than  ten  or  tifteea 
days  on  shore  :  neverthclesSj.the  fail  of  Savannah  was  considered 
as  infallibly  certain.  Every  aid  was  given- from  Charlcstown,  by 
sending  small  vessels  to  assist  the  French  in  their  landing ;  but  as^ 
the  large  ships  of  the  fleet  could  not  come  near  the  shore,  it  wa^ 
not  effected  till  the  12Lh. 

General  Lincoln's  troops  were  not  far  distant ;  but  before  they 
could  join  the  French,  the  count  [Sept.  16.]  summoned  gene^ 
ral  Prevost  to  surrender  to  the  arms  of  the  king  of  France, 
Lincoln  remonstrated  to  d'Estalgn  on  his  summoning  Prevost  to 
surrender  to  the  arms  of  France  onhj,  whik  the  Americans  were- 
acting  in  conjunction  with  him.;  the  matter  was  soon  sel'Jed.^ 
and  the  mode  of  all  future  negociations  amicably  adjusted.  Pre- 
vost returned  a  polite  letter  to  the  count,  but  declined  surren« 
dering  on  a  general  summons  without  any  speciflc  terms*  ;  and 
aientionedj  that  ii  such  were  proposed  as  he  could  with  honct 
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accept,  he  would  then  give  liis  answer.  The  ccimt,  in  a  second 
letter,  observed  to  him,  that  it  v/as  the  part  of  the  besieged  to 
propose  such  terms  as  they  might  desire.  Frevost  upon  that  pro- 
posed a  suspension  of  hostihties  for  24  hours,  as  a  just  time  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  deliberation  and  the  discussion  of  various  in- 
terests. The  count's  third  letter,  granting  the  said  truce,  was 
written  towards  evening,  'llius  time  was  gained  for  the  arrival 
of  the  whole  detachment  from  Beaufort.  An  enterprise  was  un- 
dertaken to  prevent  its  joining  the  royal  army  in  Savanna'n, 
which  proved  unsuccessful,  from,  the  pilots  not  undertaking  to 
conduct,  to  a  proper  station,  the  rrigates  destined  to  intercept  the 
communication.  Maitland  availed  himself  of  this  circumstance^ 
and  by  his  exertions  joined  Prevost  with  about  400  men  before 
the  count's  second  letter  was  received  :  at  night,  and  by  noon  the 
TiCXt  day,  all  the  remainder  fit  for  duty  arrived.  Tne  safe  arriv- 
al of  the  detachment  determined  the  garrison  to  risk  an  assault. 
The  French  and  Am.ericans  were  hereby  reduced  to  tiic  necessity 
of  storming  or  besieging  the  garrison.  The  resokition  of  prcr- 
ceeding  by  siege  being  adopted,  the  attention  of  the  combined 
armies  was  immediately  called  to  the  landing  of  cannon  and  the 
erecting  of  batteries.  The  distance  of  the  lieet  from  the  land- 
ing-place, together  with  the  want  of  proper  carriages  to  trans^ 
port  the  various  warlike  articles  full  live  miles,  consumed  much 
time.  The  works  of  the  town  were,  in  the  mean  while,  perfec- 
ting every  day  by  the  labour  of  several  hundred  negroes,  directed 
by  major  Moncrieit  the  engineer.  The  French  and  Americans 
[Sept.  23.]  broke  ground  in  the  evening  :  a  small  party  of  ih^ 
besieged  sallied  out  the  next  day,  but  was  soon  repulsed*  The 
pursuit  was  continued  so  near  to  tlie  British  intrenchments,  that 
the  French  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  lire,  bv  which  many  of  them 
fell.  On  the  night  of  the  27th,  major  M'Arthur,  with  a  party 
of  the  British  picquets,  advanced  and  fired  among  the  besiegers 
so  artfully,  as  to  occasion  a  firing  between  the  French  and  Amcr^ 
ican  camps.  1  he  besiegers  opened  [Oct.  4.]  with  9  m.ortars^ 
Zl  cannon  from  the  land  side,  and  16  from  the  water  ;  Vi^hich 
continued  to  play  for  four  or  five  days  v/ith  short  intervals,  but 
without  any  considerable  effect.  Major  I'Knfant  [8.]  in  the 
morning,  with  five  men,  marched  through  a  brisk  fire  from  the 
British  lines,  and  kindled  the  obbatis  ;  but  the  dampness  of  the 
air,  and  the  moisture  of  the  green  wood,  prevented  the  success 
of  this  bold  undertaking. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  cannonade,  gen.  Prevost 
soHcitcd  for  leave  to  send  the  women  and  children  out  of  town. 
This  humane  requesi;  was  refused  from  motives  of  policy.    T112 
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combined  army  was  so  confident  of  success,  that  it  was  suspected 
a  dcsue  of  secreting  the  plunder  lalciy  taken  from  tlie  South  Ca- 
rohnians,  was  a  consideraf)le  object,  covered  under  the  specious 
veil  of  hunianitv.  That  the  commanders  were  suspicious,  con- 
sidering the  stratagem  Prevost  had  practised  ^fter  being  sum- 
moned, is  not  strange.  It  was  also  presumed,  that  a  rctu:;al  vvouitl 
expedite  a  surrender.  The  period  being  long  since  elapsed  which, 
the  count  had  assigned  for  his  expedition,  and  the  engineers  in^ 
forming  him,  that  more  time  must  be  spent  if  he  expected  to  re- 
duce tlie  garrison  by  regular  approaches,  it  was  determined  to 
make  an  assault.  This  measure  was  forced  on  d'Estaing  by  iiis 
naval  officers,  who  had  remonstrated  against  his  continuing  ta 
risk,  so  valuable  a  licet  in  its  present  unrepaired  condition  on  sucii 
a  dangerous  coast  in  the  hurricane  season  ;  and  at  so  great  a  dis- 
tance from  the  shore,  that  it  might  be  surprised  bv  a  British  fleet. 
These  remonstrances  were  enforced  by  the  probability  of  their 
being  attacked  by  a  British  fleet  completely  repaired,  with  their 
full  compliment  of  men,  soldiers  and  artillery  on  board,  whea 
the  ships  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  were  weakened  by  the 
iibsence  of  a  considerable  part  of  their  crews,  artillery  and  offi- 
cers. In  a  few  days,  the  lines  of  the  besiegers  might  have  been 
carried  into  the  works  of  the  besieged  :  but  under  these  critical 
jcu'cumstances  no  further  delay  could  be  admitted.  To  assault,  or 
to  raise  the  siege,  was  the  only  alternative.  Prudence  dictated 
the  latter  :  a  sense  of  honor  adopted  the  former.  The  m.ornmg 
of  the  9th  wa3  fixed  for  the  attack.  The  preceding  night,  one 
James  Curry,  formerly  a  clerk  at  Charlestown,  but  now  ser- 
geant major  in  their  volunteer  company,  went  into  Savannali 
\vith  a  plan  of  the  attack.  Two  feints  were  made  with  the  coun- 
try miiitia;  and  a  real  attack  a  little  before  day-light  on  the 
Spring-hiil  battery  with  3500  French  troops,  600  continentals 
and  3.50  of  the  Charlestown  militia,  headed  by  count  d'Estaing 
and  general  Lincoln.  They  niarched  up  to  the  lines  with  great 
boldness  :  but  a  heavy  and  well-directed  fire  from  the  butteries, 
and  a  cross  lire  from  the  gallies  threw  the  front  of  the  columa 
intoconfusion.  Tvvo  standards,  however,  (one  an  American)  were 
planted  on  the  British  redoubts.  Count  Pulaski,  at  the  head  of 
..:00  horsemen,  was  in  a  full  gallop,  riding  into  town  between  the 
redoubts,  with  an  intention  of  charging  in  the  rear,  when  he  re- 
ceived a  mortal  wound.  A  general  retreat  of  die  assailants  took 
place  after  tley  had  stood  the  enemy's  fire  for  fifty-five  minutes. 
O'Estiiing  received  two  slight  wounds  ;  637  of  his  troops,  and 
'.'34*  ceniinentais  were  killed  or  wounded  :  of  the  350  Charles-. 
^  The  returns  madi;  to  general  Lincoln* 
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town  militia,  y;ho  were  in  the  hottest  of  the  fire,  6  were  wound** 
ed,  and  a  captain  killed.  General  Frevostand  major  MoncrieiF 
have  deservedly  acquired  great  reputation  by  this  successful  de-» 
fence.  There  were  not  ten  guns  mounted  on  the  lines  on  the 
day  of  the  summons,  and  in  a  few  days  the  number  exceeded  80*. 
The  garrison  was  between  2  and  3000,  including  150  mihtia. 
The  damage  it  sustained  was  trilling,  as  the  men  fired  under  co-. 
ver,  and  few  of  the  assailants  fired  at  all.  It  lost  no  other  ofhcei? 
than  captain  Taws^  who  defended  the  redoubt  where  the  stan- 
dards were  planted  with  tiie  greatest  bravery.  Instead  of  mutual 
reproaches,  which  too  often  follow  the  failure  of  enterprises,  de- 
pending upon  the  co-operation  of  different  nations,  the  French 
and  Americans  had  their  confidence  in  and  esteem  for  each  othen 
increased.  It  v;as  thought,  that  the  delicacy  and  propriety  of  ge- 
neral Lincoln's  conduct  on  every  occasion,  contributed  much  to 
this  agreeable  circumstance.  The  militia  almost  universally  re- 
turned home  immediately  after  the  unsuccessful  assault.  In  about 
ten  days,  Count  d'Estaing  reimbarked  his  troops,  artillery  and 
baggage,  and  left  the  continent;  while  general  Lincoln  return^ 
ed  to  South-Carolina.  But  the  French  were  scarcely  on  boardj, 
•ivhen  a  violent  gale  dispersed  the  whole  fleet  ;  and  though  the 
count  had  ordered  seven  ships  to  repair  to  Hampton  road  in  the 
Chesapeak,  the  Marquis  de  Vandreuil  was  the  only  officer  who 
was  able  to  execute  apart  of  tl^e  order. 

While  the  siege  of  Savannah  was  pending^  a  remarkable  en* 
terprise  was  effected  by  colonel  John  White  of  the  Georgia  line. 
Previous  to  the  arrival  of  d'Estaing  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  a 
captain  of  Delaney's  1st  battalion  had  taken  post  with  about 
100  American  royal  regulars  near  the  river  Ogeechee,  about  25 
miles  from  Savannah.  There  were  also  at  the  same  place  fivs 
British  vessels,  four  of  which  were  armed,  the  largest  with  14 
guns,  the  smallest  with  4,  and  the  whole  manned  with  about  40 
sailors.  Colonel  White,  with  six  volunteers,  including  his  owa 
servant,  made  them  all  prisoners.  On  September  the  30th,  at  ele- 
ven o'clock  at  night,  he  kindled  a  number  of  fires  in  different 
places,  adopted  the  parade  of  a  large  encampment,, practised  a  va- 
riety of  other  stratagems,  and  summoned  the  captain  to  surrender ; 
who  was  so  fully  impressed  with  an  opinion,  that  nothing  but  an 
instant  compliance  could  save  his  men  from  being  cut  in  pieces  by 
a  superior  force,  that  he  made  no  defence.  The  deception  was 
carried  on  with  such  address,  that  all  the  prisoners,  amounting, 
to  141,  were  secured  ;*  and  afterward    safely  conducted,  by 
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jthrcc  of  the  captors,  for  25  miles  through  the  country,  to  an  A- 
niciican  post. f 

CoLint  PuLiski  died  before  the  end  of  October.  Congress  have 
jcsolvcd  that  a  monument  should  be  erected  to  his  memory.  He 
•was  a  Pohmdcr  of  high  birth,  and  hsd  been  concerned  in  a  bold 
enterprise  in  his  native  country.  W\ih  a  few  men  he  had  carri- 
-ed  off  king  Stanislaus  from  the  middle  of  his  capital,  though  sur- 
rounded by  a  numerous  body  of  guards  and  a  Russian  army. 
7"he  king,  after  being  a  prisoner  for  some  time,  escaped  by  the 
favor  of  one  of  the  band,  and  soon  afterward  declared  l*ulaski  an 
out-law.  Nothing  could  be  more  congenial  to  his  sentiments 
.than  to  employ  his  arms  in  support  of  the  American  States.  He 
-offered  his  service  to  Congress  and  was  honored  with  the  rank  of 
a  brigadier  general..  But  the  Count  was  far  from  being  satisfied 
with  hi3  employ,  as  appears  from  his  letter,  dated  Charlestown, 
August  19,  in  which  he  wrote — '*  Such  has  been  my  lot,  that  no- 
thing less  than  my  honor,,  which  I  never  will  forfeit,  retains  me 
"in  a  service,  which  ill-tr-eatment  makes  mc  begin  to  abhor.  K- 
very  proceeding  respecting  myself  has  been  so  thoroughly  morti- 
fying that  nothing  but  the  integrity  of  my  heart,  and  the  ferven*- 
cy  of  my  zeal,,  supports  me  under  it." 


Let  U3  turn- to  New-Y 


or 


It  was  not  till  August  the  25th,  that  adm.  Arbuthnct  arrived 
witli  the  fleet,,  which  conveyed  the  reinforcements,  camp  equi- 
page, stores  aixl  other  necessaries,  that  were  to  enable  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  to  act  with  suitable  vigor.  The  21st  of  September  Sir 
Andrew  Hammond  arrived  with  an  additional  force  of  1500  me«^ 
from  Cork.  'I'hese  several  arrivals  however,  did  not  make  the 
British  at  New- York  easy,  when  they  had  the  news  of  count 
d'Lstaing's  being  on  the  American  coast.  The  intelligence  oc- 
casioned an  apprehension  of  a  formidable  attack  by  sea  and  land, 
supposed  to  have  been  concerted  betv/een  the  Count  and  Gqw. 
Washington,  and  defensive  measures  were  thought  of.  Besides 
adopting  every  other  mean  of  a  vigorous  defence,  transports  were 
dispatched  [Sept.  2£).]  to  Rhode-island  to  bring  off  the  garrison. 
All  things  being  in  readiness,  the  royal  troops  evacuated  Newport 
on  the  23  th  of  October  \  embarked  in  the  evening,  sailed  at  night, 
and  reached  New- York  on  the  27th.  I'hey  were  in  sufRcient 
force  while  at  Newport,  to  have  made  predatory  excursions,  and 
to  have  done  much  mischief  ;  notwithstanding  the  troops  that 
Gen.  Gates,  who  was  stationed  at  Providence,  had  under  his  com- 
mand.    But  Gen,  Sir  Robert  PigoiL's  humanity  might  revolt  at 
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such  barbarous  expeditions  ;  which  is  the  mo«it  probable,  from 
the  strict  and  positive  orders  he  gave  for  the  observance  of  the 
most  exact  regularity  and  discipUne  during  the  evacuation.  As 
it  was  universally  known  that  he  meant  to  be  obeyed,  so  obedi- 
ence was  as  universally  practised.  The  ir.en  were  no  wise  charge- 
abiC  at  their  quitting  the  island,  with  any  wanton  cruelties,  or 
needless  destruction,  or  with  an  unjust  seizure  of  property.*  How- 
ever, as  Gen.  Gates  could  not  know  but  that  military  commands 
might  require  Sir  Robert  Pigot  to  ravage  the  country  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  power,  he  secured  to  himself  the  mean  of  gaining  the 
earliest  intelligence  of  every  capital  movement  upon  the  island, 
by  the  aid  of  iieut.  Seth  C'hapm.  The  lieutenant  employed  a 
trusty  woman  living  at  P^ewport  to  write  down  all  the  informa- 
tion she  could  procure.  A  certain  place  in  a  rock  near  the  water 
side  was  agreed  upon,  where  the  written  intelligence  was  put. 
Ihe  woman  had  her  particular  signals ;  and  by  putting  up  poles 
or  sticks  as  though  only  drying  linen,  and  making  a  show  of  such 
business  in  a  certain  way,  notified  to  the  lieutenant  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water,  that  there  was  some  special  matter  to  be  com- 
municated. At  night  the  hcutenant  passed  over  in  his  boat  froni 
Liitle  Compton,  landed  and  brought  it  away„  Through  this  set- 
tled correspondence,  Gates  learnt  the  next  day  what  were  the 
movements  and  talk  of  the  enemy.  Afier  the  evacuation,  the  ge- 
neral desired  the  lieutenant  to  mention  what  consideration  would 
satisfy  him  for  the  dangerous  service  in  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged. The  answer  was,  "  I  shall  be  fully  satisfied  with  1200 
dollars  for  myself,  and  2  or  300  for  some  others  that  were  con- 
eerned."  Such  was  the  depreciation  then,  that  the  whole  1500 
were  not  worth  75  hard  dollars,  now  they  are  worth  about  30. 

SirH.  Clinton  having  received  certain  intelligence  of  the  re- 
pulse given  the  combined  troops  in  their  attack  on  Savannah,  re- 
sumed the  plan  of  an  expedition  against  South  Carolina,  which 
the  appearance  of  Count  d'Estaing  ubliged  him  to  suspend.  Eve- 
ry thing  was  prepared,  and  aboui  7000  troops  were  embarked^ 
but  detained  till  he  had  full  assurance  of  the  Erench  iieet's  hav- 
ing wholly  quitted  the  American  coast,  when  they  sailed  under 
the  convoy  ot  Adm.  Arbuthnot,  on  the  2Cth  of  December.  'J'heir 
operations  will  be  related  in  a  future  letter.  Congress  having^ 
obtained  satisfactory  evidence  of  what  was  in  contemplation,  had 
ordered  on  the  10th  of  November,  three  of  the  continental  fri«- 
gates  to  Charlcstown  for  its  defence. 

*  This  18  the  subfiance  of  what  was  rehud  to  n^e  by  cJlfint^Tefttrd  perfonsat 
"Hcwporl  and  the  neighbourhood,  ioaiz  fhortiime  after  the  cyacuaiion- 
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On  the   l!)th  of  November  they  resolved  that  it  be  cavnestljr 
recoiiimciidcd  to  the  several  states,  forthwith  to  enaet  raws  tor 
establishing  Jjnd  carrying  into  execution  u  general  iimltation  of 
prices  throughout  their  respective  jurisdictions,  on  certain  pre- 
scribed princ-iples,  the  operation  to  commence  from  the  1st  of  next 
February — by  which  time  the  operation  may  be  found  to  be  im- 
possible. They  concluded  on  the  23d,  that  bills  of  exchange  be 
drawn  on  Mr.  Jay  for  ct'.100,000  sterling,  and  on  i\lr.  Laurens 
for  c£.  100,000  payable  at  six  months  sight,  and  the  same  to  be  ^.old 
at  the  current  rate  of  exchange.     They  after  that  directed  the 
<:o2iia;jittec  of  fureign  affairs  to  write  to  Messrs.  jay  and  Laurens, 
informing  them  of  the  drafts  to  be  made  upon  them,  explaining 
fully  the1-casons  that  urge  congress  to  draw,  and  directing  them 
to  keep  up  a  mutual   correspondence,  and  to  afford  each  other 
every  assr:tance  in  procuring  money  to  pay  the  bills.     A  com* 
j-nittec  of  seven  having  been  appointed  by  congress  to  wait  on  the 
minister  of  l<"rance,  and  to  receive  his  communications,  reported 
{Dec,  16.]  the  following  extracts  and  summary  of  the  communi- 
cations—that the  minister  of  France  had  it  in  command  from  his 
kin^,  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  congress — that  the  British  ca- 
binet have  an  almost  insupeiable  reluctance  to  admit  the  idea  of 
the  independence  of  these  United  States,  and  will  use  every  po'- 
sibie  endeavor  to  prevent  it— that  they  have  tilled  several  of  the 
courts  of  Europe  with  negociations,  in  order  to  excite  them  to  a. 
war  against  France,  or  to  obtain  succours,  and  are  employing  the 
most   strenuous  endeavors  to  persuade  the  several  powers  that 
the  United  States  are  disposed  to  enter  into  treaties  of  accommo- 
dation— that  many  persons  in  America  are  actually  employed  in 
bringing  such  treaties  to  perfection,  and  that  they  have  no  doubt 
of  thei?  success — that  the  objects  which  the  British  cabinet  hope 
for  from  these  measures  are,  to   destroy  the  superiority  which 
France  has  now  at  sea,  by  diverting  her  powers  and  resources 
from  naval  to  land  operations,  and  by  engaging  her  in  a  land  war, 
where  she  must  risk  very   important  interests,  while   England 
would  risk  nothing  but  money  ;  or  to  break  or  weaken  the  alli- 
ance by  destroying  the  confidence  which  the  allies  ought  to  have 
in  each  other— that  his  most  Christian  majesty  gives  no  credit 
to  the  suggestions  of  Britain  relative  to   the  dispositions  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  is  necessary^  that  measures  be  taken 
for  the  preventing  of  other  powers   from  being  deceived  into 
a  belief  of  tliem— that  the  negociation  of  Britain,    as  tar  as 
could  yet  be  learned,  had  not  succeeded — that  the  disposition* 
CI  all  the  Furopean  powers  are,  as  far  as  ctm  be  known,  very 
i'ricndly  to  France,  but  some  of  them  may  be  engaged  in  secret 
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treaties  with  Britain,  which  may  oblige  them  in  some  event  to 
assist  her  with  troops,  even  agaijist  their  inclinations — that  such 
event  may  arise,  and  it  it  should,  it  is  probable  it  will  produce  an 
armed  mediation,  the  consequences  of  which  would  be,,  that  the 
allies  must  accept  of  the  terms  proposed  by  the  mediation,  or 
continue  the  war  under  the  disadvantages  of  having  the  forces  of 
the  mediator  united  with  those  of  their  enemies — that  in  such 
event,  it  is  possible  the  terms  proposed  will  be  such  as  Spain  offer- 
ed and  Britain  rejected  on  the  last  proposed  mediation — that 
though  the  powers  who  may  be  under  such  engagements  by  trea- 
ties to  Great-Britain,  from  their  friendly  disposition  toward  his 
most  Christian  majesty,  may  be  very  unwilling  to  give  assistance 
to  his  enemies,  yet  they  may  find  it  indispensably  ncccssc^ry,  u\ 
compliance  v^rith  their  engagements  •  but  it  is  noc  improbable  that 
their  reluctance,  or  the  distance  of  their  dominions,  may  delay 
such  assistance,  if  granted  at  all,  so  as  to  be  too  late  for  the  next 
campaign — that  should  the  enemy  be  in  possession  of  any  part  of 
the  United  States  at  the  close  of  the  next  campaign,  it  will  be  exr 
trcmely  diiticult  to  Great-Britain  to  acknowledge  their  independ^ 
ence  ,  and  ii  a  mediation  should  be  offered  while  the  enemy  ar^j 
in  possession  of  any  part,  an  impartial  mediator  could  not  easily 
refute  the  arguments  which  might  be  used  for  his  retaining  such 
possessions;  and  probahly  a  mediator  well  disposed  toward  Greats 
Britain,  might  insist  on  her  holding  them^  and  if  not  agreed  to^ 
the  hostility  of  such  mediator  would  be  tlie  necessary  consequence 
— that  should  Great-Britain  form  such  alliances,  or  procure  such 
aids  as  arc  the  objects  of  her  present  negociations,  there  willba 
every  re:iSon  to  iear  a  long  and  obstinate  v/ar,  whereof  the  final 
event  may  be  doubtful — that  the  view  of  affairs  plainly  points 
out  the  necessity  for  the  greatest  possible  vigor  m  the  operation? 
of  the  next  campaign,  in  order  to  dispossess  the  enemy  of  every 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  to  put  them  in  a  condition  to  treat 
of  peace  and  accept  of  mediation  with  the  greatest  advantage  ; 
and  the  preparations  for  it  ought  to  be  as  speedy  and  as  effectual 
as  possible — that  France  and  Spain  are  prepared  to  make  a  m.ost 
powerful  diversion,  and  will  exert  themselves  most  strenuously 
for  preserving  their  naval  superiority,  and  for  employing  the 
pov/ers  of  the  enemy  m  Europe  and  the  West- Indies.  The 
minister  declared,  as  from  himself — that  he  doubted  not  but 
his  most  Christian  majesty  will  spare  som.c  ships  to  the  United 
States,  if  it  can  be  done  Vv^ithout  endangering  his  superiority 
at  sea,  and  that  an  application  made  to  the  minister  in  form,  ii 
more  eligible  than  to  tiie  king,  because  it  would  give  his  ma*- 
jesty  great  pain  to  refuse  the  request,  though  he  might  be  in -no 

condition 
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condition  to  grant  it — that  at  all  events  supplies  should  be  pre- 
pared, on  a  supposition  that  the  ships  will  be  granted,  and  such 
supplies  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  agent  for  the  marine 
of  France,  and  he  considered  as  the  king's  property.  He  desires 
to  be  informed,  as  far  as  eongres3  deem  })roper,  what  force  the 
United  States  can  bring  into  the  iield  the  next  campaign  }  On 
what  resources  they  relv  for  their  maintenance  and  necessary  ap- 
pointments, and  what  shall  be  tiie  general  plan  of  the  campaign, 
on  supposition  of  either  having  or  not  having  the  aid  of  ship5 
of  war  ?  lie  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  an  application  fur 
clothing  may  be  made  to  liis  most  Christian  majesty  with  pros- 
pect of  success ;  and  although  measures  have  been  taken  foir 
sending  arms  and  warlike  stores  to  America,  yet  it  Would  be 
prudent  in  congress  not  to  neglect  any  other  means  for  procuring 
cither  those  su}>]>lies  or  supplies  of  ciothing. 

Congress,  to  promote  oeconomy  in  purchases  of  Americna 
produce,  resolved  on  the  14th  of  December,,  to  call  upon  the 
states  for  the  necessary  supplies,  for  which  they  arc  to  be  cre- 
dited at  equal  prices  for  articles  of  the  same  quality  and  kind, 
and  for  others  which  they  may  furnish,,  in  due  proportion.       y 

I  shall  conclude  with  mentioning,  in  a  general  way,  that  <(ne 
American  cruisers  have  continued  to  be  very  successful ;  and 
that  about  tlie  middle  of  September,  the  French  plenipotentiary^ 
i\\  a  conversation  with  e;eiieral  Washington,  mentioned,  tha£ 
tho^jgh  Spain  had  been  all  along  well  disposed  to  the  revolution, 
she  had  entered  reluctantly  into  the  war,  and  had  not  acknow- 
ledged the  independence  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  France 
desired  to  engage  Spain  more  lirmly  in  their  interests,  by  a  mark. 
of  their  good  will  to  her.  [The  mark  in  view  is  tlie  lands  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  Missisippi ;  which  is  an  aifair  that  tlie 
general  leaves  to  the  wisdom  of  congress.] 
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CONGRESS  resolved  [Jan.    31.]  "that  the   following  an-^ 
swer  be  given  to  the  communications  of  the  minister  of 
France — that  congress  cnterta.in  the  most  grateful  sense  of  the 
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unremitting  attention  given  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
by  their  illustrious  allv,  and  consider  the  communications  made 
to  them  by  his  minister,  under  his  majesty'^;  special  command,  as 
equally  wise  and  interesting — that  the  conlidcnce  which  they 
repose  in  his  majestv,  in  consequence  of  his  so  generously  inter- 
esting himself  in  the  affairs  of  these  United  States,  and  of  the 
wisdom  and  magnanimity  of  his  councils,  determine  them  to  give 
the  most  perfect  information  in  their  power,  of  their  resources, 
their  views,  and  their  expectations — that  to  this  end  they  state  as 
follows — that  the  United  States  have  expectations  on  which  they 
can  rely  with  confidence,  of  bringing  into  the  field  next  cam- 
paign, an  army  of  25,000  effective  men,  exclusive  of  commissi- 
oned ofhcers — that  this  army  can  be  reinforced  by  militia,  so  as 
to  be  in  force  sufficient  for  any  enterprise  against  the  posts  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  within  the  United  States — that  supplies  of 
provision  for  the  army  in  its  greatest  number,  can  certainly  be 
obtained"  within  the  United  States,  and  the  congress,  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  several  states,  can  take  effectual  measures  for 
procuring  them  in  such  manner  as  that  no  operation  will  he  im- 
peded— that  provisions  also  for  such  of  the  forces  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty  as  mavbe  employed  in  conjunction  or  co-operation 
with  those  of  the  United  States,  can  be  procured  under  the  di- 
rection of  congress — and  such  provisions  shall  be  laid  up  in  ma- 
gazines, agreeably  to  such  instructions  as  his  majesty's  minister 
plenipotentiary  shall  give-— and  the  magazines  shall  be  put  under 
the  direction  of  the  agent  of  the  marine  of  France — that  con- 
gress rely  on  the  contributions  of  the  states  by  taxes,  and  on  mo- 
nies to  be  raised  by  internal  loans  for  the  pay  of  the  army — that 
supplies  of  clothing,  of  tents,  of  arms  and  warlike  stores,  must  be 
principally  obtained  from  foreign  nations  ;  and  the  United  States 
must  rely  chiefly  on  the  assistance  of  their  ally  for  them  ;  but 
every  other  mean  for  procuring  them  is  already  taken,  and  will 
"be  prosecuted  with  the  greatest  diligence — that  the  United  States, 
with  the  assitance  of  a  competent  naval  force,  would  willingly, 
during  the  next  campaign,  carry  on  the  most  vigorous  offensive 
operations  against  the  enemy  *in  all  the  posts  occupied  by  them 
within  the  United  States — that  without  such  naval  force,  httle 
more  can  be  attempted  by  them  than  straitening  the  quarters 
of  the  enemy,  and  covering  the  interior  parts  of  the  country — 
that  their  forces  must  be  dis-posed  in  such  manner  as  to  oppose 
the  enemy  with  greatesteffect,wheresoever  their  mostconsiderable 
operations  may  be  directed— that  at  present  the  southern  states 
seem  to  be  their  principal  object,  and  their  design  to  establish 
themselves  in  one  or  more  of  them  j  but  their  superiority  at  sea 

over 
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'cr  the  United  States,  cnublcs  thcai  to  change  their  object  and 
;>cr;itit)ns  vvitli  c^rcat  facility,  while  those  ot  the  United  States 
'arc  rendered  difficult  by  the  great cxlcnt(if  country  they  have  to 
detent! : — Thatcungress  are  happy  to  find  that  his  most  Christi- 
an majesty  gives  no  credit  to  the  suggestions  of  the  British  cabi- 
net, relative  to  the  <lispositions  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
tiieni,  to  enter  into  treaties  of  accommodation  with  Great  Britain  ; 
and  wish  his  majesty  and  all  the  powers  of  Europe  to  be  assured, 
that  such  suggestions  are  insidious  and  without  foundation  r'l'hat: 
it  wiil  appear  by  the  constitutions  and  other  public  acts  of  the 
several  states,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  possessed  of 
'arms,  possessed  of  freedom,  possessed  of  political  power  to  create 
i:nd  direct  their  magistrates  as  they  think,  proper,  are  united  in 
their  determinations,  to  secure  to  themselves  and  their  posteritv 
■the  blessings  of  liberty,  by  supporting  the  independence  of  their 
governments,  and  observing  their  treaties  and  public  engage- 
'inents  with  immoveable  firmness  and  fidelity  ;  and  the  congress 
-h'ssure  his  majesty,  that  should  any  individual  in  America  be 
found  base  enough  to  show  the  least  disposition  for  persuading 
the  people  to  the  contrary,  such  individual  would  instantly  los'j 
■.etl  power  of  effecting  his  purpose,  by  forfeiting  the  conHdence 
r?nd  esteem  of  the  people. 

The  committee  appointed  [Feb.  2.]  to  receive  the  communU 
rations  from  the  minister  of  France,  reported,  that  on  their  se- 
cond conference,  he  communicated  to  them— — "  That  his  most 
Ohirstjan  majesty  being  informed  of  the  appointment  of  a  mir.is- 
tci  plenipotentiary,  to  treat  of  an  alliance  between  the  United 
States  and  his  Catholic  majesty,  had  signified  to  his  ii^inister  plen- 
4poi:entiary  to  these'United  States,  that  he  Vsrishes  most  earnest- 
ly for  such  an  alliance,  and  in  order  to  make  the  way  tkereto 
more  easy,  commanded  him. to  communicate  to  Congress'certain 
articles,  which  his  CathoUe  majesty  deems  of  great  importance 
to  the  ititerests  of  his  crown,  and  on  which  it  is  nighly  necessary 
■that  these  United  States  explain  themselves  v\-ith  such  precision 
and  moderation  as  mav  consist  with  their  essential  rights  :— That 
the  articles  are,  i,  a  precise  and  invariable  boundary  to  the  Uni- 
ted States — 2,  tlie  eivclusive  navigation  cf  the  river  Mississippi 
• — 3.  the  possession  of  the  Fioridas — 4.  the  lands  on  the  left  ou 
eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi  : — That  on  the  1st  article  it  is  the 
idea  of  the  cabinet  of  Madrid,  that  the  United  States  extend  tci 
the  westward  no  farther  than  the  settlemc;its  were  permitted  by 
the  royal  proclamation,  bearing  date  the  day  of  '  176?.: 
That  on  the  2d.  the  United  States  do  not  consider  themselve^.as 
having  right  to  navigate  the  river  Mississippi,  no  territorv-belong-* 
Vol,  111.  '  D        '■'  '      ins:" 


^  The     history    of  the  l^.  D.  lim. 

ing  to  them  being  situate  thereon  :  That  on  the  3tl,  itis  probable 
thti  king  of  Spain  will  conquer  the  Fioridas  during  the  course  o£ 
the  present  war,  and  in^uch  event  every  cause  of  dispute  relative 
thereto,  between  Spain  and  these  United  States,  ought  to  be  re- 
moved :  That  on  the  4th,  the  lands  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  whereon  the  settlements  were  prohibited  by  the  said 
proclamation,  are  possessions  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and 
proper  objects  against  which  the  arms  of  Spain  may  be  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  permanent  conquest  for  the  Spanish 
crown  ;  that  such  conquest  may  be  made  probably  during  the 
present  war  ;  that  therefore  it  vrould  be  adviseable  to  restrain  the 
southern  states  from  making  any  settlements  or  conquests  in  these 
territories  :  that  the  council  of  Madrid  consider  the  United  States 
as  having  no  claims  to  these  territories,  either  as  not  having  had 
possession  of  them  beforethe  present  war,  or  not  havingany  foun- 
dation for  a  claim  in  the  right  of  the  sovereign  of  Great  Britain.^ 
w^hose  dominion  they  have  abiured  :— That  his  most  Christian 
majesty,  united  to  the  Catholic  King  by  blood,  and  by  the  strictest 
alliances,  and  united  with  these  states  in  treaties  of  alliance,  and 
feeling  toward  them  dispositions  of  the  most  perfect  friendship,  is 
exceedingly  desirous  of  conciliating  between  his  Catholic  majes- 
ty and  the  United  States  the  most  happy  and  lasting  friendship  : 
— That  the  United  States  may  ropose  the  utmost  confidence  in  his 
good  will  to  their  interests,  and  in  the  justice  and  liberality  of  his 
Catholic  majesty  :  and  That  he  cannot  deem  the  revolution  whick 
"has  set  up  the  independence  of  these  United  States,  as  past  all 
danger  of  unfavourable  events,  until  his  CathoHc  majesty  and  the 
said  states  shall  be  established  on  those  terms  of  confidence  and 
amity,  which  are  the  objects  of  his  most  Christian  majesty's  ve- 
ry eavnest  wishes.'* 

The*  information  you  are  now  entering  upon,  may  appear  sin- 
gular after  reading  the  answer  of  Congress  to  the  minister  of 
Trance,  on  the  article  of  provision.  In  the  middle  of  Decem- 
ber, a  part  of  general  Washington's  army  was  several  days  with- 
out bread ;  and  for  the  rest  he  had  not,  eitheron  the  spot  or  with- 
in reach,  a  supply  sufRcient  for  four  days.  Reckoning  back  from 
January  the  8th,  and  both  officers  and  m.en  were  almost  perishing 
through  want  for  a  fortnight.  The  deficiency  proceeded  from  the 
absolute  emptiness  of  the  American  magazines  in  every  place,  and 
the  total  want  of  money  or  credit  to  replenish  them.  So  that  the 
general  was  obliged  to  call  upon  the  magistrates  of  the  Jersey 
state  ;  to  expose  his  situation  to  them  ;  and  to  declare  in  plain 
terms,  that  he  and  his  army  were  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
disbanding  or  catering  forthemselves,  unless  the  inhabitants  would 
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afTord  them  aid.     He  alloUed  to  each  county  a  certain  propor- 
tion oftlour  or  grain,  and  a  certain  number  of  cattle  to  be   de- 
livered on  certain  d^vi^.     To  the  honor  of  the  magistrates  and 
the  good  disposition  of  the  people,  be  it  added,  that  his  requisi- 
tions were  punctually  complied  vv^ith,  and  in  many  counties  ex- 
ceeded. Nothing  but  ihisgreatand  patriotic  exertion,  whichclaims 
tJie  particular  consideration,  and  the  warmest  acknowledgments 
of  the  public,  could  have  saved  the  army  from  dessolution  or  starv- 
inp^,  as  the  troops  were  bereft  of  every  hope  from  the  coinmissa-. 
lies.     At  one  time  the  soldiers  cat  every  kind  of  horse  food  but 
hay  :  buck  wheat,  common  wheat,  rye  and  Indian  corn,  formed' 
the  composition  of  the  meal  that  made  their  bread.  As  an  army 
they  bore  it  wi:h  heroic  patience:  but  such  sufferings,  accompa- 
nied  with  the  want  of  clothes,  blankets,   &c.  producer!  frequent 
desertions,  though  not  a  single  mutiny*.     Would  you  have  ex- 
pected, that  the  commander  in  chief  should  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  inserting  in  general  orders  of  January  29Lh — '*  The 
general  is-  astonished  and  mortified,  that  notwithstanding  the  last 
order,  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp  are  absolutely 
a  prey  to  the  plundering  and  licentious  spirit  of  the  soldiery.  From 
daily  complaints,  and  a  formal  representation  of  the  magistrates, 
a  night  scarcely  passes  without  gangs  of  soldiers  going  outof  camp 
amd  committing  every  species  of  robbery,  depredation,  and  the 
grossest  personal  insults.     These  violences  are  committed  on  the 
property  and  persons  of  those,  who,  on  a  very  late  alarming  oc- 
casion for  the  v/ant  of  provision,  manifested  the  warmest  attach- 
ment to  the  army,  by  affording  it  the  most  generous  and  plenti^ 
ful  relief." 

Congress  have  given  the  public  a  state  of  the  expenditures  for 
the  last  year.  I'he  sums  advanced  to  exchange  bills  of  the  emis- 
•jions  of  May  20,  im,  and  April  11,  1778,  were  15,321,897 
dollars.  No  more  than  live  millions  src  specified  in  their  jour- 
nals for  each  of  such  dates.  There  must  thercf)re  have  been 
issued  from  their  own  presses  more  than  five  millions  and  a  hair 
beyond  what  was  specified,  or  their  agents  who  were  to  exchange 
the  genuine  ones,  had  not  the  means  of  detecting  the  counter- 
feits ;  the  last  is  scarce  conceivable.  They  have  also  settled  a 
small  pension  on  an  Elizabeth  Bengin,  late  an  inhabitant  of  New- 
York,  who  was  indefatigable  in  relieving  the  American  prisoners, 
and  iitfacilitating  their  escape.  The  British  at  length  suspected, 
or  had  proof  of  her  conduct,  and  sent  a  party  to  secure  her.  She 
begged  leave  to  dress  herself  before  she  was  carried  to  the  com- 
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jnander,  and  withdrew  to  an  adjoining  room,  fiom  whence  she 
made  her  escape  to  a  friend,  and  lay  secreled  till  an  oppoitunity 
ofFered  of  quitting  the  city.  She  had  a  tvusty  waterman  acting 
in  concert  with  her,  who  in  dark  nights  safely  conveyed  away, 
by  the  help  of  muffled  oars,  the  officers  and  privates  w^hom  her 
friendship  had  concealed.  When  she  had  gotten  clear  cfr,  her 
circumstances  were  so  distressing,  that  gen.  Washington  heaving 
of  it,  and  knowing  the  part  she  had  taken,  and  the  risk  she  had 
run,  recommended  her  to  Congress. 

Sir  H.  Clinton's  expedition  to  South  Carolina  is  next  to  be 
considered.  Though  the  fleet  and  convoy  sailed  from  New- York 
on  the  26th  of  December,  they  did  not  arrive  at  Savannah  till 
the  end  of  January.  The  voyage  was  also  very  unprosperous. 
Through  the  tempestuousness  of  the  weather,  great  mischief  was 
done  among  the  transports  and  victualers.  Several  were  lost,- 
others  damaged,  and  a  few  taken  by  the  Americans.  An  ord- 
nance ship  went  down'  with  all  her  stores  ;  and  most  of  the  horses,, 
whether  for  draught,  or  appertaining  to  the  cavalry,  were  lost, 
various  delays  prevented,  so  that  the  troops  did  not  land  before 
the  11th  of  February,  on  the  south  part  of  John's  island,  about 
SO  miles  distant  from  Charlcstown.  A  week  before,  gen.  Lin- 
coln had  dispatched  lieut.  col.  Ternantto  the  Havannah,  with 
solicitations  to  the  Spanish  governor  to  contribute  his  assistance, 
against  the  British.  The  colonel  was  authorised  to  promise  2000 
men  to  co-operate  with  the  Spaniards  in  reducing  St.  Augustine, 
if  they  would  lend  a  sufficient  force  of  ships  and  troops  for  tiie 
defence  of  Charlestowm.  'llie  South-Carolina  assembly  was  sit-, 
ting  when  the  British  landed,  and  directly  delegated,  till  ten  days 
after  the  next  session,  to  gov.  Rutledge,  and  such  of  his  council 
as  he  could  conveniently  consult,  a  power  to  do  every  thing  ne- 
cessary for  the  public  good,  except  the  taking  aw^ay  the  life  of  ;i 
citizen  without  a  legal  trial,  and  then  adjourned.  The  govern-. 
or  immediately  ordered  the  militia  to  rendezvous.  Though  the. 
necessity  was  great,  few  obeyed  the  pressing  call.  A  proclamation' 
wassoon  issued,  requiring  the  militia  that  were  regularly  draught- 
ed, and  all  the  inhabitantsand  owners  of  property  in  the  town, 
to  repair  to  the  American  standard,  and  join  the  garrison,  with- 
out delay,  under  pain  of  conliscation.  This  severe  measure  pio- 
duced  little  eflect.  The  country  was  greatly  dispirited  through 
the  repulse  at  Savannah  the  preceding  October,  and  th(^righ 
ideas  which  that  had  produced  of  the  power  of  Britain  \  and 
had  Sir  H.  Clinton  pushed  at  once  for  the  town,  he  would  pro- 
bably have  possessed  himself  of  it  in  four  days  after  landing  :  but 
{lis  caution  put  him  upon  proceeding  by  a  regular  attack.  Pre- 
vious 
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vioiis  io  the  debarkation  of  his  troops,  lie  had  taken  care  to  have 
the  harbour  biockcd  up,  so  that  had  the  Aiiicticans  evacuated 
the  place,  they  nuist  have  given  up  not  only  iheir  ships,  but  their 
baggage,  iield  artiilery  and  stores,  as  they  could  not  have  pro- 
cured a  number  of  waggons  sufficient  for  the  transportation  of 
the  same.  It  was  the  wisli  of  the  inhabitants  to  save  their  capital, 
and  they  were  in  hopes  of  effecting  it.  Gen.  Lincoln  was  desir- 
ous of  their  being  graliiled,  and  acted  accordingly.  Though  he 
had  then  but  about  1400  continentals  lit  for  duty,  including  thoi^e 
of  South-Carolina,  NoiLii-Carolina  and  Virginia,  together  with 
about  1000  Noith-Carolina  militia;  yet  as  he  had  been  assured 
of  succours. to  complete  his  force  to  near  10,000,  he  promised 
himself  that  when  furtiier  opposition  couid  no  longer  avail,  an 
evacuation  would  be  practicable.  The  apparent  design  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  to  risk  nothing,  induced  him  to  proceed  slowh''. 
lie  formed  a  depot  on  James-Island,  and  erected  fortifications 
there  and  on  the  main,  opposite  to  the  southern  and  western  ex- 
tremities of  tiie  town.  On  tiie  29th  of  March,  his  grenadiers, 
light  troops,  and  two  battalions  t)f  infantry,  crossed  Ashley- 
River  ;  and  on  the  next  day  appeared  before  the  Am.erican  lines, 
idwd  encamped  about  3000  yards  in  front  of  them.  'I  lie  works 
tlirown  up  in  the  spring  of  1779,  had  been  strengthened  ai*d  ex- 
tended, and  lines  of  defence  and  redoubts  continued  across 
Charleston-neck  from  Cooper  to  Ashley-River.  Gen.  Lincoln  had 
early  pressed  upon  the  state  the  certainty  of  an  intended  invasion, 
and  the  necessity  of  strenuous  and  timely  exertions  to  provide 
against  it.  He  ever  turned  out  himself,  not  only  to  assist  on 
the  works,  but  to  .^ct  an  example  of  emulation,  that  no  one 
might  think  it  beneath  him  to  give  his  assistance.  This  v»^as  his 
constant  practice,  going  out  with  the  foremost  in  the  morning, 
and  returning  with  the  last  in  the  evening,  until  the  near  approach 
of  the  enemy  called  him  to  other  duties,  in  front  of  the  lines 
v/as  a  strong  abbatis  and  a  wet  ditch,  picketed  on  the  nearest 
side.  Betv/een  the  abbatis  and  the  lines  deep  holes  were  dug 
at  short  distances  from  each  other.  The  lines  were  made  par- 
ticularly strong  on  the  right  and  left,  and  so  constructed  as  to  take 
ihe  wet  ditch  m  almost  its  whole  extent.  In  the  cCi^trc  a  strong 
citadel  v^as  erected.  Works  were  tlirown  up  on  all  sides  of  the 
town  where  a  landing  was  practicable.  Tliat  gen.  Lincoln  did 
not  oppv;>se  the  enemy's  crossing  the  river,  was  owing  to  his 
not  hciving  suflicient  force;  his  v/hole  strength  at  that  time 
amounted  only  to  2225,  beside  the  sailors  in  the  batteries.  It 
was  found, upon  exammation,  thattheships  meantfor  the  defence 
of  Charleston,  could  not  be  possibly  so  stationed  as  to  defend  the 

bar ; 
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bar  ;  and  that  the  enemy,  with  a  leading  easterly  wind,  and  flood 
making  in,  would    enter  the  harbour,  and  under   full  sail  passf 
the  continental  frigates  lying  in  Five-Fathom-Hole.     Commo- 
dore Whipple,  therefore,  with  his  small  tieet,  consisting  of  the 
Bricole,  of  44  guns,^  the   Providence    and  Boston,  each   of  32, 
the  Queen  of  France,  of  28,  i'Avantur  and  the  Truite,  each  of 
26,  the  Ranger,  and   brig  G^n.  Lincoln,  each  of  20,-  and'  tho 
brig  Notre  Dame  of  16  guiis,  abandoned  the  defence  of  the 
bar,  and  retreated   to  Fort   Moultrie.     On  the  20th  of  March 
adm.    Arbuthnot,  with  the  Renown,  of  50  guns,  the   Romulua 
and  Roebuck,  each  of  44,  the  Fvichmond,Le  Blond  and  Raleigh>- 
each  of  32,  and  tiie  Sandwich  armed  ship,  crossed  the  bar  iii» 
frontof  Rebellion-Road, and  anchoretl  in  Five-Fathom-Hole.  Thei 
American  fleet  retreated  to  Charleston,  and  the  crews  and  guns- 
of  all  the  vessels,  except  the  Ranger,  v/cre  put  an  shore  to  re- 
infoice  the  batteries^     An  enquiry  should  have  been  made  befor'^ 
the  British  ileet  appeared  off  the  harbour,  whether  the  Ameri-i 
can  ships  could  defend  the  bar,  and  upon.the  discoveryof  their 
incapability,  they  should  have  been  sent  away  in  time.     When 
the  captains  and  pilots,  in  their  joint  letter  of  February  tlic  27th 
to  gen.  Lincoln,  assigned  such  incapability  as  the  reason  fortheii"^ 
abandoning  the  defence  of  it,  the  resolution  should  have  beemt 
taken  to  evacuate  Charleston,  and  to  retreat  into  the  open  coun- 
try, and  there  wait  for  reinforcements^  without  running  the  rislw 
of  being  completely  invested  by  the  enemy,. 

It  appeared  [April  1.]  that  the  British  had  broken  ground  in 
several  places,  about  1100  yards  in  front  of  the  Americans. — • 
Tiiough  the  lines  were  no  more  than  field  woi'ks,  yet  Sir  H.  Clin- 
ton treated  them  with  the  respectful  homage  of  three  parallels, 
and  made  his  advances  with  the  greatest  circumspection.  By  the 
10th,  the  first  parallel  was  completed,  and  directly  upon  it  the 
tov/n  was  summoned  to  surrender,  without  effect.  l4ie  same  day 
'700  continentals,  under  gen.  Woodford,  w4io  had  marched  500 
miles  in  2S  days,  arrived  in  Charleston.  But  while  the  siege 
was  pending,  near  the  same  number  of  North-Carolina  militicV 
quitted  the  lines  and  went  off,  the  time  of  their  service  being 
expired.  The  day  before  the  summons  adm.  Arbuthnot  weigh- 
ed anchor,  and  taking  advantage  of  a  strong  southerly  wind  and 
flowing  tide,  passed  Fort  Moultrie,  which  kept  up  a  brisk  and  se- 
vere fire  on  the  ships  in  their  passage,  and  did  them  some  damage, 
beside  killing  or  wounding  27  seamen.  A  transport  ran  aground 
and  was  burnt  by  the  crew.  The  royal  fleet  anchored,  withir^ 
long  shot  of  the  town  batteries.  To  prevent  the  ships  running 
up  Cooper-River  from  which  they  might  have  enfiladed  the  lines. 
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•eleven  vessels  were  sunk  in  the  cluinncl.  'J1ie  Ranp^cr  fiip;nte 
and  two  gullies  were  stationed  so  as  to  co-operate  witii  tlie  baJ- 
tcries  on  shore  in  defendinj^  these  obstructions,  and  to  attack 
;iny  armed  vessels  tiiat  might  attempt  a  passage  tlirough  Hog- 
isiand  and  channel. 

On  the  Ijtli  the  British  0])cncd  their  batteries,  and  a  con<:,iant 
i;ie  was  kept  op  between  both  parties  until  the  '20(\\,  v/hcn  tlieir 
i^econd  parallel,  within  300  yards  of  the  America m  lines,  was 
comj)lcted.  But  the  iire  of  the  besiegers  was  far  superior  to  tliat 
of  (he  besieged.  1  he  former  had  the  advantage  of  21  mortars 
and  royals  ;  the  latter  only  of  two,  and  by  the  20th  their  Jine^ 
Jiad  sustained  great  damage  in  many  places.  About  the  time  the 
British  opened  their  batteries,  gov.  Rutledge  took  post  in  the 
coinitry  between  the  Coaperand  the  Santee  rivers  r  a  v;ork  was 
ordered  to  be  thrown  up  on  the  Wando,  nine  nn'les  from  tov/n, 
and  another  at  the  point  of  Larapriere*s,  to  preserve  the  com- 
munication with  the  country  by  water:  a  post  wds  also  ordered 
at  a  ferry  over  the  Santee,  to  collect  and  secure  the  boats  neccs^ 
sary  for  the  crossing  over  of  the  expected  succours  with  dispatch, 
iind  for  eltecting  a  retreat  with  facility  when  requisite. 

For  a  ic^'  moiiients  the  narrative  must  be  retrospective.  The 
horses  destined  to  mount  the  British  cavalry  were  lost  on  the  pas- 
sage from  New-York.  When  lieut.  col.  Tarletan  was  landed, 
he  soon  obtained  a  fresh  supply  ;  and  having  mounted  his  cavalpy, 
joined  a  body  of  about  1000  men,  who  marched  through  tlie 
country  from  Savannah.  On  the  18th  of  March  a  detachment 
from  his  corps  surprised  about  80  iVmerican  miiitij,  killed  and 
wounded  several,  and  dispersed  the  remainder.  Five  days  after, 
Tarletoa  v/ith  his  legion  fell  in  with  another  siiiall  party  of 
mounted  militia,  who  instantly  retreated  :  but  in  the  pursuit  three 
were  killed,  one  wounded,  and  four  taken  prisoners.  On  the 
27th  he  had  a  rencounter  with  lieut.  coL  Washington,  at  the 
head  of  his  regular  corps  of  horse.  The  Americans  had  the  ad- 
vantage, took  seven  prisoners,  and  drove  back  the  cavalry  of  thti 
Britisii  legion  ;  but  durst  not  pursue  them  for  want  of  infantrv..' 
At  the  beginning  of  the  siege  gen.  Lincoln  ordered  the  300  re- 
gular cavalry  to  keep  the  field,  and  the  country  militia  were' to 
act  as  infantry  in  their  support.  On  various  pretences  the  mili- 
tia refused  to  attach  themselves  to  the  cavalry.  The  Americaix 
body  of  horse  intended  to  cover  the  country,  and  to  preserve  the 
communication  between  that  ami  the  town,  was  surprised  at 
Monk's  Corner,  [April  14.]  by  a  strong  party  of  British,  led  by 
lieut.  cols.  Tarleton  and  Webster.  A  negro  slave,  for  a  sum  of 
moueyj  conducted  the  British  from  Goose-Creek,  in  the  night, 
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through  unfrequented  paths.  Although  the  coiTiniandlng  olficcr 
of  the  American  cavalry  had  taken  the  precaution  of  liaving  his 
horses  saddled  and  bridled,  and  the  alarm  v/as  given  b^/his  vi- 
dettes,  posted  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  in  front,  yet,  being  entire- 
ly unsupported  by  infantry,  the  British  advanced  so  rapidly,  not- 
withstanding the  opposition' of  the  advanced  gu^rd,  that  they  be- 
gan their  attack  upon  the  main  body  before  the  nien  could  put 
themseh^es  in  a  posture  of  defence.  About  twentv-tive  were  kil- 
led or  taken  ;  and  they  that  escaped  were  obhged  for  several  days 
to  conceal  themselves  in  the  swamps.  The  British  instantly  fell 
down  on  the  peninsula  between  the  Cooper  and  the  Santee  with 
about  250  horse  and  600  infantry.  When  gen.  Lincoln  was  hi« 
formed  on  the  1 6th  of  what  had  happened,  he  called  a  council 
of  war,  who  were  oF  opinion,  that  the  weak  state  of  the  garri- 
son made  it  improper  to  detach  a  number  sufiicient  to  attack  this 
separate  corps.  On  the  13th  Sir  H.  Clinton  received  a  reinforce- 
ment of  3000  men  from  New- York.  I'he  only  practicable  route 
of  an  evacuation  for  the  Americans  was  to  the  right  of  the  town  ; 
but  the  besiegers,  with  their  reinforcement,  strengthened  the 
troops  on  the  peninsula,  and  took  post  on  Haddrell's-point,  which 
obliged  the  other  to  abandon  Lampriere's.  On  the  20th  and 
21  St,  another  council  of  war  was  held,  to  determine  upon  tiie 
measures  that  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  country  called  the 
American  otncers  to  pursue  under  their  present  circumstances. 
The  result  was — "  As  a  retreat  would  be  attended  with  many 
distressing  inconveniences,  if  not  altogether  impracticable  for  the 
undermentioned  causes,  to  wit, — 1.  the  civil  authority  is  averse 
to  it,  and  intimated  in  council,  that  if  attempted,  they  would  coun- 
teract the  measure  : — 2.  it  must  be  performed  in  face  of  the  ene- 
my, much  superior,  across  a  river  three  miles  broad,  in  large  ships 
and  vessels,  the  moving  of  which  must  be  regulated  by  the  wind 
and  tide  :  3.  could  these  obstacles  be  surmounted,  we  must  force 
our  way  through  a  consiiierable  body  of  the  enemy,  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  passes  on  our  route  to  the  Santee,  the  only  road  by 
which  we  can  retreat  : — 4-.  supposing  us  arrived  at  that  river, 
new  and  dangerous  difficulties  are  again  to  be  encountered,  from 
the  want  of  boats  to  cross  it,  with  an  army  wasted  and  worm 
down  by  action,  fatigue  and  famine,  and  closely  pursued  by  the 
enemy — we  advise  therefore,  that  offers  of  capitulation,  before 
our  affairs  become  more  critical,  should  be  made  to  gen.  Clinton, 
which  may  admit  of  the  army's  withdrawing,  and  afford  securi- 
ty to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants'' — signed  Wil- 
liam Moultrie  and  others.  The  terms  when  proposed,  were  in- 
stantly rejected :  but  still  not  receded  from  by  the  proposers,  as 

they 
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they  had  hopes  of  succours  to  open  the  communication,  and 
give  an  opportunity  of  retreating.  Though  the  rejection  of  the 
terms  dispirited  the  garrison,  yet  they  thought,  by  delaying  as  long 
as  possible,  the  people  in  the  neighbouring  states  would  have  an 
opportunity  to  rouse  andimbody.  On  the  23d  of  April,  the  British 
comiiienced  their  third  parallel  from  80  to  150  yards  from  the 
British  lines.  The  next  day  the  besieged  made  a  sally,  which  was 
conducted  by  licut.  col.  Henderson,  who  led  out  200  men,  and 
attacked  the  advanced  working  party  of  the  British,  killed  sever- 
al and  took  eleven  prisoners.  This  was  the  only  sally  made  by 
•them,  for  their  inferior  numbers  would  not  admit  of  their  en- 
gaging repeatedly  in  such  services.  On  the  26th  the  propriety  of 
•attempting  a. retreat  came  again  before  a  council  of  otlicers,  who 
were  unanimounsly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  not  expedient  as  a  re- 
treat was  impracticable.  While  gen.  Lincoln  was  pressed  with  a 
variety  of  difficulties,  the  ^British  £ag  was  seen  Hying  on  fort 
]^,Ioultrie.  When  the  royal  ships  had  passed  Sullivan's  island,  col. 
Pinkney,  v/ith  about  150  men  under  his  command,  was  with- 
drawn from  that  post,  to  reinforce  the  army  in  Charleston.  The 
feeble  remainder  of  the  garrison,  mostly  militia,  surrendered  on 
the  oth  of  .May  to  capt.  Hudson  of  the  British  navy,  without  fkr- 
iiii;  a  gun.  liie  same  day  the  third  parallel  was  completed  close 
to  the  edge  of  the  American  canal,  and  a  sap  carried  to  the  dam, 
which  contained  its  water  on  the  right,  by  which  mean  a  great 
part  v/as  drained  to  the  bottom.  On  that  day  also  col.  Antho- 
ny  Walton  AVhite,  who  had  taken  the  command  of  the  remains 
of  the  American  cavalry  after  their  defeat,  experienced  a  similar 
disaster.  He  had  crossed  the  Santee,  and  on  that  day  made  pris- 
oners  a  small  British  party  that  v/as  conducted  to  Lanneau's 
ferry.  He  had  ordered  in  season  proper  persons  to  collect  boats, 
and  to  assemble  a  body  of  infantry  at  this  place,  to  cover  the  A- 
merican  cavalry  in  theirre-crossingthe  Santee,  whichhadnotbceri 
carried  into  execution.  The  zeal  of  a  new  subject,  who  had  Idi^- 
hf  summitted  to  the  royal  army,  led  him  to  give  immediate  no- 
tice to  lord  Cornwallis  of  White's  situation.  Tarlcton,  with  a 
party  of  horse,  v/as  dispatched  to  the  ferry;  arrived  there  a  few- 
minutes  after  tne  American  cavalry  ;  andinstandy  chargeo  them 
with  a  superior  force.  From  the  want  of  boats  and  of  intantry, 
a  retreat  was  impracticable,  and  resistance  travailing.  A  rout 
took  place.  Major  Call  and  seven  others  escaped  on  Ijotseback, 
■by  urging  their  way  through  the  advancing  British  cavalry. 
Lieut,  col.  Washington,  major  Jameson,  and  ilve  or  six  privates, 
saved  themselves  by  swimming  across  the  Santee.  About  30 
were  killed,  wounded  or  taken.  The  remainder  got  off  by  con- 
VoL.  IIL  E  cealing 


so  Tre   history  of  the  {J.  B.  tisr?. 

qealing  themselves  in  the  swamps.     The  British  prisemers,  who?- 
were  in  a  boat  crossing  the  river,  being  called  upon  by  their 
fiends  to  come  back,  rose  on  their  guard,  and  were  released.  Oa 
the  eighth  Sir  H.  Clinton  began  a  correspondence  with  gen. 
Lincoln,  and  repeated  his  former  terms  and  summons.     At  thi&, 
time,  all  the  flesh  provisions  of  the  garrison  were  not  sufficient 
to  furnish  rations  for  a  week.     There  was  no  prospect  either  of 
reinforcements  or  of  supplies  from  the  country.     The  engineers^ 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  lines  could  not  be   defended 
ten  days  longer,  and  that  they  might  at  any  time  be  carried  by 
assault  in  ten  minutes^     Gen.  Lincoln  was  disposed  to  close  with 
the  terms  offered,  as  far  as  they  respected  his  army  ;  but  some 
demur  was  made  in  behalf  of  the  citizens.  Sir  H.  Chnton  insisted 
on  theirbeing  all  prisoners  on  parole,  and  would  promise  nothing 
further,  than  that  the   town  property  of  those  within  the  linea 
should  not  be  molested  by  the  British  troops.  He  also  evaded  any- 
determinate  answer  to  the  article  which  requested  leave  for  thosQ 
who  did  not  cJioose  to  submit  to  the  British  government,   to  sell 
their  estates  and  leave,  the  province.     It  v/as  hoped,  that  upoa 
^  proper  representation  of  matters  in  a  free  conference,  the  gen- 
erosity of  the  besiegers  would  soften  their  dem.ands ;  the  same 
was  therefore  asked  by  gen.  Lincoln,  witlrouthis  directly  refus- 
ing what  was  offered.  Contrary  to  the  expectation  of.the  besieg- 
ed, an  answer  was  returned,  thathostilities  should  re-commencQ 
at  eight  o'clock.,    V/hen  the  hour  arrived,,  the  most  vigorous 
onset  of  the  besiegers  was  immediately  expected  by  the  garrisoiv 
But  neither  army  fired  a  gun  for  some  time..     Both  seemed  to 
dread  the  consequences  of  an  assault,  and  to  wish  for  a  continue 
ance  of  the  truce,  and  a  re-consideration  of  the  proposed  articles^ 
At  nine,  firing  commenced  from  the.  garrison,. and  was  kept  up 
on  both  sides  for  several  hours  with  unusual  briskness,  and  did 
niore  execution  than  had  taken  place  in  the  same  length  of  tima 
since  the  commencement  of  the  siege.     Tire  British  batteries  o£ 
the  third  parallel,  which  were  ready  on  the  6th,  opened  on  this 
occasion.     Shells  and  carcases  were  thrown  incessantly  into  aU 
most  all  parts  of  the  town ;  and  several  houses  burt»     Beside 
the  cannon  and  mortars  which  played  on  the  garrison  at  a  less 
distance  than  a  hundred  yards,  rifles  were  fired  by  the  Hessiaii. 
chasseurs  with  such  effect, .  that  very  few  escaped  who  showed 
themselves  above  the  lines.     The  British  advanced  [May  11.] 
iv.ithin  twenty-five. yards  of  the  same,  having  crossed  the  wet 
ditch  by  sap  ;  and  commenced  their  preparations  for  making  a 
general  assault  by  sea  and  land.  The  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  and  a  number  of  the  country  militia,  now  addressed  gen, 
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Lincoln  :  signified  to  hira,  that  the  terms  which  Sir  11.  Cllntoili 
liad  offered,  so  far  as  they  iclatcd  to  thcni,  were  satisfactory  ;  and 
requested  his  acceptance  of  them  :  the  Hcut.  governor  and  cour.'>- 
cil  also  desired,  thut  the  ncgociations  might  be  refiewed.     The 
moment  for  it  was  come.     The  town  militia  had  thrown  down 
their  armc.     The  citizens    in  general  were  discontented  and 
clamoroii'j.     Many  of  the  American  cannon   were  dismounted, 
and  others  silenced  for  want  of  shot.     All  expectations  of  suc- 
cour was  at  an  end.     No  hope  remained  ;  but  what  little  arose 
from  the  bare  possibility,  that  the  flower  of  the  British  army  oi\ 
the  continent,  9000  strong,  flushed  by  their  successful  opperatioa 
and  seconded  by  a  naval  force,  might  be  repulsed  while  attempt- 
ing a  storm,  by  a  garrison,  worn  dotvn   with  h'ard  service,  and 
under  3000   men.     Gen.  Lincoln  wrote  to  Sir  H.  Clinton,  an  J 
offered  to  accept  th-e  terms  before  proposed  to' him.  The  British 
commanders,  averse  to  the   exticniities  of  a  storrn,  consented. 
Ilie  articles  of  capitulation  were  signed  the  next  day  by  B.  Lin- 
coln, H.  Clinton,  and  M.  Arbuthnot.  It  was  stipulated,  that  thci 
continental  troops  and  sailors  should  remain- prisoners  of  war  un- 
til exchanged  ;  and  be  supplied  v/ith  good  a-nd  v/holesome  pro* 
visions,  in  such   quantity  as- is  served  out  to  the   Britrsh  troops. 
The  militia  were  to  return  home  as  prisorreis  on  parole  ;  whicli 
as  long  as  tl^ey  observed,  v;as  to  secure  them  from  Ireing  moles- 
ted in  their  ^ropeity  by  the  British  troops-.  The  officers  of  the  ar- 
my and  navy  were  to   keep  their  sv/ords,  pistols   and  baggage, 
•which  was  not  to  be  searched,  and  v/ere  to  retain  their  servants  : 
i3ut  their  horses  were  not  to  go  out  of  town,  bat   might  be  dis« 
posed  of  by  a  person  left  for  the  p'j.rpose.     The  garrison,  at  aii 
hour  appointed,  was  to  march  out  of  the  town,  to  the  ground 
between  the  works  of  the  place  and  the  canal,  where  they  V7jrfe 
to  deposit  their  arms.     The  drums  were  not  to  beat  a  British 
march^  nor  the  colours  to  be  uncased.     Al[  civil  officers  and  cit- 
izens who  had  born  arms  during  the  siege,  were  to  be  prisoners 
on  parole,  an4  v.'ith  respect  to  their  property  in  the  city,  w^ere 
to  have  the  same  terms  as  the  militia  ;  and  all  other  persons  in  th^ 
town  not  described  in  any  article,  were   notwithstanding  to  be 
prisoners  on  parole.     It  was  left  to  future  discussion,  whether  ct 
jiot  a  twelvemonth's  time  should  he  ail  )Wed  to  all  such  as  d-onot 
choose  to  continue  under  the  British  government,  to  dispose  of 
tlieir  effects,  real  and  perso-r^al,  in  the  state,  without  any  moles- 
tation whatever,  or  to  remove  such  partthcreof  as  they  choose,  as 
well  as  themselves  and  families  •  ap.d  whether,  during  that  time* 
"they  or  any  of  them,  should  have  k  in  their  opinion  to  reside  oc-f 
casionallj  in  town  '.^r  co-.intr;/,    I'he  French  consul,  the  subjett* 
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of  France  and  Spain,  with  their  houses,  papers,  and  other  move-^ 
£ble  property,  were  to  be  protected  and  untouched  ;  but  they^ 
were  to  consider  themselves  as  prisoners  on  parole. 

The  return  of  the  prisoners  transmitted  to  Great-Britain  is 
swelled  to  upward  of  5000,  by  comprehending  every  adult  free^ 
man  of  the  town,  between  2  and  3000  sailors  taken  from  the 
shipping  and  put  into  the  batteries,  and  those  militia  of  both  Ca- 
.Toiinas  that  were  in  garrison.  But  the  proper  garrison  did  not 
amount  to  quite  250Q  at  the  time  of  surrender.  The  real  num- 
ber of  privates  in  the  continental  army  was  1977,  of  whomiOO- 
were  in  the  hospitals.  The  captive  officers  were  greatly  out  of 
proportion  to  them  ;  and  consisted  of  1  major  general,  6  briga- 
ciiers,  9  colonels,  14  lieut.  colonels,  15  majors,  84  captains  and 
capt.  heutenants,  84  lieutenants,  S2  second  lieutenants  and  en- 
signs. The  commanders  of  th€  militia  from  the  country  were 
mostly  of  the  first  rank,  and  in  honor  repaired  to  the  defence  of 
the  town,  though  they  could  not  bring  with  them  privates  equal, 
to  their  respective  commands.  The  continental  regiments  were 
completely  officered^  while  the  adequate  number  of  privates  was 
greatly  deficient.  The  supernumerary  regular  officers  were  re- 
tained in  the  garrison,  from  an  apprehension  that  their  being  or- 
dered out  would  have  dispirited  the  army,  and  from  an  expecta* 
tion  in  the  early  parts  of  the  siege,  that  their  services  would  be 
wanted  to  command  the  large  reinforcements  of  militia  that  had- 
fceen  promised.  During  the  30  days  siege,  only  20  American  sol-* 
diers  deserted.  The  militia  and  sailors  stationed  in  the  batteries 
suitered  little.  Of  the  continentals  who  manned  the  lines,  89 
'^vere  killed  and  138 -v/ounded;  and  of  the  Charleston  militia 
artillery  stationed  there,  3  were  killed  and  8  wounded.  About 
:20  inhabitsnts  were  killed  in  their  houses  by  random  shot.  Up^ 
■^.vard  of  30  houses  were  burnt,  and  others  greatly  damaged. 
The  total  loss  of  the  royal  forces  is  stated  at  76  killed  and  189- 
wounded,  A  prodigious  artillery  was  taken,  considerably  more 
than  400  pieces,  including  every  sort,  and  those  in  the  forts  and 
chips.* 

The  capital  having  surrendered,  the  next  object  with  the  Bri-r 
cish  was  to  secure  the  general  submission  of  the  inhabitants.  To 
ihis  end  they  posted  garrisons  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and  miarched  a  large  body  of  troops  over  tiie  Santce  toward  tliat 
extremity  of  the  state,  which   borders  on   the  most  populous 

*  General  Lincoln's  letters  and  papers,  and  other  MSS.  befideD'-.  RamfayV 
^iftory  and  di'Terent  pu^">l»cation8,  have  been  confulted  ia  drawing  up  the  a* 
fcove  account  ct"  ihc  opperatioas  rcfpcc^ing  Charldtcn. 
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settlements  of  North-Carolina.  1  liis  caused  an  immediaLC  le-- 
treat  oFsoiiic  American  parties  wlio  had  advanced  into  the  up- 
per parts  of  South-Caroiina,  with  the  expectation  of  relieving 
Charleston.  Among  XXv^  corps  which  had  come  forward  witii 
that  view,  there  was  one  consisting  of  about  300  continentals,  the 
rear  of  the  Virginia  hnc,  commanded  by  colonel  Buford.  Tarle- 
ton,  with  about  700  horse  and  foot,  was  sent  in  quest  of  this  party. 
Having  mounted  his  infantry,  he  marched  105  miles  in  54  hours,, 
came  up  with  tiiem  at  the  Waxhaws,  and  demanded  their  surren- 
der on  terms  similar  to  those  granted  tothe  contincntalsatCharles- 
ton.  While  the  flags  were  passing  and  repassing  on  this  busi- 
ness, Tarleton  kept  his  men  in  motion,  and  wlien  the  truce  was 
ended,  had  nearly  surrounded  his  adversaries.  An  action  [May 
29.]  instantly  ensued.  'I'he  continental  party,  h.aving  partakea 
of  the  general  consternation  occasioned  by  the  British  successes,, 
made  but  a  feeble  resistance,  and  soon  begged  quarters.  A  few, 
however,  continued  to  fire.  The  British  cavalry  advanced,  but 
were  not  opposed  by  the  main  body  of  the  continentals,  who  con- 
ceived themselves  precluded  by  their  submission.  The  acciden-i 
al  linng  of  the  few,  was  an  argument  however  for  directing  the 
British  legion  to  charge  those  who  had  laid  down  their  arms.  In 
consequence  of  this  order,  the  unresisting  Americans,  praying  for 
quarters,  were  chopped  in  pieces.  By  Tarleton's  official  account 
ofiiiis  bloody  scene,  113  were  killed, .150  badly  wounded,  uh- 
able  to  travel^  and  left  on  parole,  and  53  made  prisoners  ,  while 
th€y  made  such  ineffectual  opposition  as  only  to  kill  seven  and 
wound  twelve  of  the  British.  Lord  Cornwaliis  bestowed  oa? 
Tarleton  the  highest  encomiums  for  this  enterprise,  and  recom- 
mended him  in  a  special  manner  to  royal  favor.  Tarleton^ s  quar- 
ters h  become  proverbial ;  and  in  subsequent  battles  a  spirit  of 
revenge  will  give  a  keener  edge  to  miiiuiry  resentments. 

Scarce  had  admiral  Arbuthnot's  f^^cct,  with  the  troops  under 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  taken  his  departure  from  Sandy-Hook  for 
the  reduction  of  Charleston,  ere  an  intense  frost,  witli  great  falls 
of  snow,  shut  up  the  navigation  of  the  New-York  port  from  the 
sea.  The  increasing  severity  of  the  weather  tov/ard  the  middle 
of  January,  entirely  cut  ofFail  comniunination  with  the  city  b)F 
water,  and  soon  aficr  deprived  theislaiid  of  New- York,  and  the 
adjoining  islands,  of  ail  the  defensive  bcnelits  of  thci:;  insular  sit- 
viatioa.  ;The  NorthrRiver,  with  the  strcights  and  charinels  by 
which  they  are  divided  and  surrounded, were  every  where  clothei 
with  rce  of  such  a  strength  and  thickness,  asvvould  have  admitted 
the. passage  of  armies,  with  their  heaviest  carriages  and  artillery. 
In  tliis  situation  the  royal  generals  and  officers  at  New-York  look 
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the  most  prudent  and  speedy  measures  for  the  commcn  defence* 
All  orders  of  men  in  the  city  were  embodied,  armed  and  o-fficer-* 
ed,  so  that  the  whole  force,  including  seamen,  amounted  to  neas*^ 
6000.  General  Washington,  however,  was  in  no  condition  tO' 
profit  by  the  unlocked  for  event  of  a  harder  winter  than  was-" 
knuvvn  even  in  that  climate  within  the  memory  of  m&n.  He  had- 
weukened  his  army  by  detachments  to  the  southward  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charleston.  An  ineffectual  attempt  was  made  indeed  by^ 
lord  Stirling,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  upon  Staten-- 
Island  on  the  15th  of  January  ;  but  as  the  royalists  retreated  to 
their  strong  holds  and  the  ice  afforded  a  bridge  for  reinforce- 
ments from  NeviT-York  his  lordship  retreated  at  night. 

The  distressed  situation  of  tii^  American  com-mander  in  chief^ 
may  be  conjectured  from  the  following  account,  A  more  gene- 
ral and  alarming  dissatisfaction  appeared  in  his  army,  than-  even 
before  in  any  stage  of  the  war.  About  the  commencement  of 
April  it  wor-e,  in  particular  instances,  features  of  a  very  dange- 
rous complexion  ;  produced  partly  by  a  diversity  in  the  terms  o^ 
the  men's  inlibtment,  partly  by  the  inequality  of  the  rev^ards  giv-i 
en  for  entering  into  the  service,  but  mostly  by  the  disparity  in  the 
provision  m.ade  by  the  several  states  for  their  respective  troops^ 
The  uneasiness  continued  increasing,  from  the  army's  receiviiigi 
for  a  considerable  time  no  more  than  a  half,  a  quarter,  or  an* 
eighth  of  their  allowance.  They  bore  long  with  the  greatest  pa- 
tience  their  distress,  and  every  thing  was  due  to  the  officers  for 
encouraging  them  to  it,  both  by  exhortation  and  example.  But; 
on  the  25th  of  May,  at  night,  two  regiments  mutinied  ;  however,. 
after  several  expostulations  and  exertions  by  the  officers,  they  re*" 
turned  to  their  huts.  A  fortnight  before,  general  Greene  wrote 
[May  li.]  to  his  excellency-— "  I  have  little  prospect  either  of 
providing  for  the  march  of  the  Maryland  troops  to  the  southward^ 
or  of  putting  this  army  in  motion.  Many  stores  contracted  for,  , 
on  advantageous  terms,  and  which  I  had  hopes  of  possessing,  have 
since  beea  sold  at  private  sale  for  want  of  money  to  fulhl  our 
contracts.  Many  engaged  in  the  manufactory  of  a  variety  of 
articles,  seeing  but  little  prospect  of  our  being  able  to  fulfil  the 
conditions  on  our  part,  have  declined  going  on.  A  great  number 
of  waggons  on  which  we  depended  for  this  army  have  been  sold, 
and  others  left  unfinished.  All  our  public  horses,  which  have 
been  to  winter  and  recruit,  have  been  nigh  unto  starving, 
and  many  have  actually  perished  for  want  of  proper  supplies  of 
forage.  The  stores  that  we  have  provided  at  Boston,  Pennsy^l- 
vania,  and  elsewhere,  we  find  ourselves  unable  to  get  forwariJ, 
Numberless   embarrassraeijts  lie  before  me,  such  as  state  laws>, 
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vulgar  prejudices,  want  of  money  and  support,  as  well  as  hczr/f, 
demands  against  the  department."    Ihc  distresses  of  his  depart- 
wicnt  were  the  subjects  of  another  letter  ten  days  after,  in  which 
he  said — "  Private  emolument  has  been   but  a  secondary  object 
with  far  the  greatest  paitoflhe  siatif  of.iccrs.  The  numbers  who 
have  been  benellted  by  their  appointments  are  very  small,  while 
Ijundredshave  suffered  botlv  in  character  and  fortune  from  tl:crr 
employments,  and  are  now  loaded  with  heavy  debts,  without  the 
remotest  prospect  of  being  able  to  pay  them,  and  have  every  ob- 
stacle thrown  in  the  way  of  settling  their  accounts,  to  prevent 
tJieir  demands  being  iixed."     Well    might  another  general  ad- 
dress the  commander  in  chief  on  the  last  of  May,  with — ''  Dear 
Sir,  1  am  very  sensible  of  ihe  embarrassments  and  perplexities  yoa 
mention  in  your  private  letter.     They  would,  I  am  certain,  have 
depressed,  a'nd  perhaps  subdued  almost  any  mind  but  yours  ;  and  L 
have  often  thought  and  frequently  said,  that  the  difficulty  of  your 
situation  and  command,  gave  you  more  intrinsic  merit,  tliaii  the 
victories  others  have  obtained.     This  I  doubt   not   history,  wil^ 
hereafter  testify  to  the  world,  when  your  enemies  are  forgotten."^ 
General  Washington,  how^ever,  had  some  consolation  from  the- 
arrival  of  the  marquis  de   la  Fayette  at  head-quarters  about  tiie 
12th  of  May.  During  his  voyage  from  Boston  to  France  he  hadL 
a  nay  row  escape,  a  dangerous  conspiracy  ot  the  British  Sajiors^ 
who  composed' a  great  proportion  of  the  Alliance's  crew,  having 
nearly  succeeded.     On  his  safe  arrival,  without  ai^thority  \o  so- 
licit assistance  in  troops,  he,  through  zeal  for  the  American  Unit-- 
ed  States,  devoted  himself  to  obtain  it.     He  boldly  applied  fo*? 
such  aid,  and  took  upon  himself  allconsequenccs  on  each  side  o5 
the  Atlantic.    He  also  assiduously  employed  himself  in  procuring; 
loans  of  money  and  succour  of  every  kind.     When  he  had  sot 
far  prevailed  with  the  French-  court,  that  he  could  announce  i;^ 
Ariierica  that  he  should  be  followed  by  a  fleet  and  corpsof  Frenelt 
troops,  he  commenced  his  return  to  this  continent.     The  speci- 
al news  he  brought  with  him  he  was  only  at  liberty  to  mentioim 
to  congress  and  general  Washington.     Having  communicated  it 
to  the  general,  he  proceeded  on  the  13th  for  Philadelphia,  anci 
laid  the  same  before  congress,  who  three  da-ys   after,  passed  is 
very  honorable  resolve  concerning  him,  withouthinting  ac  the 
intelligence  they  had  received.     'I'he  people,  though  totally  ig^ 
norantof  his  last  services,  expressed  their  great  joy  at  the  ma.- 
quis's  return.     That  propriety  might  exist  in  reference  to  the  in-.- 
tended  aid  from  France,  when  arrived,  general  Wasliington  has 
been  appointed  lieutenant-general  of  his  most  Christian  majescy's. 
tioops  in  America,  and  vice-admiral  of  the  white  flag.  On  Friday 
^  '  the 
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the  19th,  congress  resolved,  *' That  bills  be  immediately  drawn 
on  Dr.  Franklin  for  25,000  dollars,  and  on  Mr.  Jay  for  25,000 
dollars,  payable  at  60  days  sigiit,  and  that  the  money  be  applied 
solely  to  the  bringing  of  the  army  into  the  field  and  forwarding 
their  supplies  in  such  a  manner  as  the  exigency  and  nature  of 
the  service  may  require." 

This  day  has  been  rendered  very  remarkable  by  an  extraordi- 
nary phaenomenon,  which  demands  a  particular  relation.  An 
unusual  darkness  came  on  between  the  iiours  of  ten  and  eleven 
in  the  morning,  and  continued  to  increase.  Your  friend,  hav- 
ing been  accustomed  to  dark  days  at  London,  and  frequently 
observed  from  his  study  the  bright  shining  sun  gradually,  and  at 
length  totally  eclipsed,  as  it  descended  behind  the  thick  vapor 
which  hung  over  the  city,  regarded  it  with  no  special  attention 
till  called  to  do  it  by  his  neighbors,  who  were  much  alarmed. 
He  dined  by  candle-light  about  one.  After  that  it  grew  much 
lighter,  and  he  walked  about  five  o'clock  to  a  tavern,  a  mile  dis- 
tant, on  the  road  to  Boston,  to  meet  a  select  committee  ofRox- 
bury,  on  special  business.  When  they  had  finished,  about  eight 
at  night,  beset  outforhom.e,  not  suspecting  but  that,  being  ful- 
ly acquainted  with  every  foot  of  the  road,  lie  sliould  easily  re- 
turn, notwithstanding  its  being  extremely  dark. 

There  were  houses  all  the  way,  though  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  each  other.  He  marked  tiie  candle-light  of  one,  and 
with  that  in  his  eye,  went  forward  till  lie  got  up  to  it ;  but  re- 
marked that  the  appearance  of  the  place  was  so  different  from 
what  was  usual,  that  he  could  not  have  believed  it  to  be  what  it 
was,  had  it  not  been  from  his  certain  knowledge  of  its  situation. 
He  caught  the  light  of  a  second  house,  which  he  also  reached ;  and 
thus  on.  At  length,  the  light  being  removed  from  the  last  he 
had  gained  a  sight  of,  ere  he  was  up  with  it,  he  found  himself 
in  such  profound  darkness  as  to  be  incapable  of  proceeding,  and 
therefore  returned  to  the  house  he  had  passed,  and  procured  a 
lantern.  Several  of  the  company,  having  farther  to  go,  were  on 
horseback.  The  horses  could  not  see  to  direct  themselves  ;  and 
by  the  manner  in  which  they  took  up  and  put  down  their  feet  on 
the  plain  ground,  appeared  to  be  involved  in  total  darkness,  and 
to  be  afraid  lest  the  next  step  should  plunge  them  into  an  abyss. 
The  gentlemen  soon  stopt  at  another  tavern,  and  waited  for  the 
benefit  of  the  moon  ;  but  after  a  vvhile,  finding  that  the  air  re- 
ceived no  accession  of  light  from  it,  when  they  were  certain  it 
was  risen,  they  had  recourse  to  candles  to  assist  them  in  getting 
home.  In  some  instances  horses  felt  the  forcible  operation  of 
the  darkness  so  strongly  that  they  could  not  be  coiiipelled  by 
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•^helr  masters  to  quit  the  stable  at  night,  when  wanted  for  a  pa:-, 
Wicular  service.  'J  he  shifting  of  tlic  v/incl  put  aa  end  to  it,  and 
»«^t  midnight  it  was  succeeded  by  a  bright  moon  and  star-light. 
"The  degree  to  which  it  arose  was  different  in  different  phices. 
In  most  parts  of  the  country  it  was  so  great  in  the  day-iime, 
that  the  people  could  not  tell  the  hour  by  either  watcli  or  clock, 
nor  dine,  nor  manage  their  domestic  business,  without  tjic  light 
of  candles,  llie  birds  having  sung  their  evening  songs,  disap- 
peared andvv'cre  silent;  pigeons  and  fowls  retired  to  rocst ;  the 
cocks  crew  as  at  day-break  ;  objects  could  not  be  distinguished 
but  at  a  very  iiitie  distance;  and  every  thing  bore  the  appear- 
-ance  and  giocm  of  night.  'I'he  extent  of  this  darkness  was  ex- 
traordinary. It  was  observed  as  far  east  as  Falmouth,  lo  the 
westward  it  reached  to  the  furthest  part  of  Connecticut,  and  to 
Albany.  ']'o  the  southward,  it  was  observed  along  the  sea- 
coasts  ;  ayid  to  the  north  as  far  as  tlie  American  settlements  <^x- 
tend.  We  are  told  that  a  vessel  at  sea  found  herself  enclosed 
for  a  while  in  a  cloud  of  this  darkness,  and  as  she  sailed,  pasied 
vinstantly  from  the  verge  of  it  into  a  clear  light. 

This  phenomenon  appears  to  have  been  owing  to  the  clouds 
being  highly  charged  with  smoke,  which  they  had  been  collect- 
ing for  days,  from  the  fires  in  the  back  country.  It  is  the  Ame- 
rican custom  to  make  large  fires  in  the  woods,  for  the  purpose 
•of  clearing  the  lands  in  the  new  settlements.  This  was  prac- 
tised in  the  spring  of  the  present  year  in  a  much  greater  degree 
•than  usual,  through  the  interruption  that  had  been  given  to  that 
business  for  a  few  years,  by  the  war.  In  the  county  of  York; 
in  the  western  partsof  New-Hampshire  and  Massachusetts;  and 
in  Vermont,  uncommonly  large  fires  had  been  kept  up  to  the  ex- 
tent of  many  score  miles,  all  around  the  frontiers.  Thu^  tlie 
people  in  the  ^new  towns  had  been  employed  for  two  or  three 
weeks ;  beside,  some  large  and  extensive  fires  had  raged  in  the 
woods  for  several  days,  before  they  could  be  extinguished.  The 
weather  being  clear,  the  air  weighty,  and  the  wind  small  and 
variable  for  several  days,  the  smolce,  instead  of  dispersing,  rose, 
and  constantly  collected  in  the  air,  till  the  atmosphere  was  load- 
ed with  such  an  uncommon  quantity  of  it  as  proved,  in  combi- 
nation with  other  vapors,  th.e  parent  of  the  preceding  darkness.* 
Let  us  proceed  to  our  military  narrative. 
Eleven  days  [June  6]  previous  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  ar- 
rival at  New- York,  from  Charleston,  the  generals  Knyphausenj 

*  See  Memoirs  of  the  American  Academy  cf  Art?  aud  Sciences,  vol.  i-  po 
333.    Bofton,  pniitt4  I7S^» 
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Robertson,  Tryon  and  Sterling,  passed  over  by  nJght,  with  5000 
nien,  fromStaten-Islandto  Elizabeth-town  Point.    Colonel  Day^- 
ton,  who  commanded  some  militia,  hearing  that  they  were  conn- 
ing in  force,  went  and  reconnoitred,  and  placed  a  guard  of  twelve 
nien  in  advance,  whom  he  ordered  to  oppose  the  enemy  as  long 
as  they  could,  and  then  retire.     Sterling  being  the  youngest  ge- 
neral, commanded  the  advanced  corpSj  and  was  lired  upon  and 
wounded  in  the  knee  by  the  twelve^  shortly  after  the  debarkation-; 
this  however  occasioned  no  long  delay,  'i  he  royal  troops  entered 
Ehzabetli-town  [June  7.]  very  early  in  the  morning;  wl^ere  they 
observed  strict  discipline  and  great  decorum.  They  then  advanced 
to  Connecticut  Farms,  abouttive  miles  distant.     -Inthis  neighbor- 
"hood  lived  the  rev.  Mr.  James  Caldwell,  the  Presbyterian  minis^ 
ter  of  Efizabeth-town.  The  active  part  he  had  taken  in  support 
of  the  American  cause,  and  his  successful  infiuenc  in  spiriting 
up  the  Jersey  people  to  oppose  the  British  forces,  rendered  hira 
an  object  of  their  keenest  resentment,  and  made  it  insecure  for 
him  to  reside  in  his  own  town.     Upon  the  news  of  the  enemy's 
advancing,  he  writhdrew  from  his  present  habitation.,  and  sup- 
posing that  it  might  be  done  with  safet}^,  left  his  wife  and  chil- 
dvmi  behind.  Mrs.  Caldwell,  however,,  was  afterward  fearful  c€ 
staying,  lest  there  should  be  firing  in  the  street,  tilltoL  Daytoa 
advised  her  to- continue,  as  he  should  not  suffer  it  in  his  troops^ 
which  w^ould  prevent  the  danger  of  it  from  the  enemy.  He  ac- 
cordingly marched  the  militia  from  the  Farms,  on  to  a  pass  lead- 
ing to   Springfield  of  which  he  possessed  himself.     Soon  aftei^ 
the  royal  forces  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Farms,  when 
a  soldier  cam.e  to  the  house,  and  putting  his  gun  to  the  window  of 
the  room  where  Mrs.  Caldwell  was  sitting  (with  her  children;, 
and  a  maid  with  an  infant  in  her  arms  alongside  of  her)  fired  and 
shot  her  instantly  dead.    The  body,  at  the  earnest  request  of  aa 
officer  of  the  new  levies  was  with  some  diihculties  suffered  toba 
carried  lo  a  small  house  at  a  distance,  before  Mr.  Caldwell's  dwell- 
ing was  set  on  fae  and  consumed,  together  with  every  thing  be- 
longing to  him.     The  enemy  burnt  about  a  dozen  other  houses^ 
and  the  Presbyterian  meeting,  and  then  marched  toward  Spring- 
field.   Col.  Dayton,with  the  militia  that  joined  the  few  takea 
with  him,  fought  them  for  a  while  at  the  pass  he  had  occupied* 
On  their  approaching  the  bridge  near  the  town,  they  found  a 
small  body  of  continental  troops  under  general  Maxwell,  and  a 
number  of  militia  hastily  collected  v^ithin  a  few  hours,  posted  at 
the  place ;  they  therefore  halted,  and  continued  on  the  same  ground 
till  night,  when  the  design  of  attacking  Springfield  wasgiveau]^ 
aad  they  returned  to  Elizabeth-town  ift  a  degree  of  confusion^ 
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No  sooner  had  intelligence  of  their  excursion  reached  Morri3- 
town,  llian  a  detaciiment  of  the  American  army  was  ordered  to 
Springlicld  ;  this,  liowcver,  when  joined  to  the  force  alreauy 
there,  would  have  been  no  wise  equal  to  the  royal  army.     Tho 
whole  number  of  continentals  did  not  exceed  two  thousand  five 
hundred  men.     It  was  thought  by  the  Americans,  that  the  ene- 
my*^ intentions,  when  they  came  out,  were  to  drive  general 
Washington  from  Morris-town,  and  to  spread  desolation  through 
that  part  of  the  country.     General    Greene,    considering  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  and  the  weakness  of  the  continental  tirmy^ 
was  desii'ous  that  the  commander  in  chief  would  change  his  po- 
sition, under  the  plea  of  marching  to  guard  the  heights  of  the 
North-llivcr,  on  the  assumed  supposition,  that  the  real  design  of 
the  enemy  was  against  them,  and  thatKiiyphausen's  attack,  was 
only  meant  as  a  feint ;  but  the  sudde:i  return  of  the  latter  to  Eliza- 
beth-town ren<lered  the  measure  for  the  present  unnecessary. 
The  murder  of  Mrs.  Caldwell  may  be  viewed  as  the  act  of  a  single ' 
soldier;  but  the  burning  of  houses  must  be  piiacedto  the  account  of ; 
the  commanding  ofhccis.     I'hese  events  excited  such  an  enthusi- 
astic rage,  that  the  militia  turned  out  with  Tcmarkable  spirit,  and 
did   themselves  great  honor.     The  commander  in  chief,  in  his 
subsequent  general  orders;  highly  commended  the  behavior  of ' 
the  militia,  and  all  the  corps  concerned  in  opposing  Knyphausen, 
and  said — ''  Colonel  Dayton  merits  particuliir  thanks,"  The  ene- 
my had  been  told,  before  they  entered  on  the  trial,  that  should - 
they  march  5000  men  into  Jersey,  the  inhabitants-,  dispirited  to 
the  utmost  on  account  ofthe  misfortune  to  the  southward,  would 
submit  without  resistance,  and  that  the  soldiery' of  the  continen- 
tal army  would  desert  to  them  on  every  occasion;.  This  anaiy, 
without  sofFering  by  desertions,  v/ould  not  have  been  able  to 
have  kept  the  field,  but  for  the  assistance  ofthe  Jersey  militia, 
its  w^eakness  was  occasioned  by  the  numbers  who  had  left  it 
when  their  inlistment  was  out,  by  its  not  having  been  joined  by 
a  single  draught,  nor  received  two  hundred  recruits  trom  all  the 
states  east  of  Maryland,  and  by  the  troops  that  had  been  sent  on 
£orthe  protectionof  the  Camiinas.     It  received  no  other  rein- 
forcements but  militia,  till  after  the  destruction  of  Springfield.^ 

The  royal  forces  remained  at  Elizabeth-town.  Sir  H.  Clin- 
ton on.  his  arrival  at  Nev/-York,  determined  to  improve  on  the- 
<5riginal  design,  and  to  afford  them  an  oppo-rtunity  of  acting  with 
effect ;  for  this  purpose  troops  vferc  embarked,  and  such  prepara- 
tions made,  as  indicated  an  immediate  expedition  up  the  North-. 
River.  Upon  this  general  Washington,  to  be  ready  in  case  of ' 
any  real  design  against  West-Pointy  or  other  strong  holds  in  tiif^^ 

Highlands^ 
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Highlands,  marched  with  the  greatet  part  of  the  army  toward 
Pampton  on  the  21st,  leaving  about  700  men  with  the  horse  u«- 
der  the  command  of  general  Greene.  His  march  was  so  slow, 
(as  he  meant  not  to  increase  his  distance  from  Greene  beyond 
vjhd.i  was  necessary)  ihat  he  was  only  about  eleven  miles  from 
3Vforris-town  the  next  day.  In  the  afternoon  Greene  sent  ofFan 
express  to  h.m  with  this  note-— ^*  J  une  22d,  Springfield,  5  o'clock. 
*— Mr.  *- — ■'  this  moment  returned  from  Elizabeth'town>  says, 
that  the  British  army  will  be  in  motion  this  evening.  The  gen- 
tleman is  to  meet  the  British  at  the  West-Farms  this  evening  a 
little  back  of  Newark.  He  left  the  enemy  at  three  o'clock  this 
afternoon,  and  appears  to  be  in  great  trepidation.'*  It  was  in  a 
few  hours  followed  by  a  second — '*  10  o'clock.  I  have  been 
impatiently  waiting  in  consequence  of  the  intelligence  from  M* 
P — ' — 1.  He  says  he  is  employed  by  your  excellency.  May  not 
the  enemy  be  apprized  of  his  being  a  double  spy,  and  endeavour 
to  play  him  oiFaccordingly  }  "  I'he  third  put  general  Washing- 
ton out  of  all  further  suspence— *^  23d,  6  o'clock.  The  enemy? 
are  out  on  their  march  toward  this  place  in  full  force,  having  re- 
ceived a  considerable  reinforcement  last  night. '^'  When  it  got 
to  hand,  his  excellency  ordered  a  part  of  his  troops  to  return 
and  support  Greene ;  but  the  action  was  over,  and  the  enemy 
retreated  before  it  could  reach  him. 

The  royal  army  advanced  from  Elizabeth-town  about  5  in  the 
morning.  Their  march  was  rapid  and  compact,  and  in  two  co^ 
lumns  one  on  the  main  road  leading  to  Springtieid,  the  other  oa 
the  Vauxhali  road<i:;The  Amerkan  troops  weie  necessarily  so  ex- 
tended, that  general  Greene  had  scarce  time  to  collect  them  at 
Springheld,  and  make  the  necessary  dispositions,  ere  the  enemy 
appeared  before  the  town,  when  a  cannonade  commenced  on" 
each  side.  They  continued  manoeuvring  in  Greene'e  front  for  up- 
wards of  two  hours.  He  disposed  of  the  troops  in  the  bestman-^ 
ner  he  could  to  guard  his  flanks,  secure  a  retreat,  and  oppose  the 
advance  of  their  columns.  Colonel  x\ngell,  with  his  regimenty- 
smd  several  small  detachments  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  wasi 
posted  to  secure  the  bridge  in  front  of  the  town.  Col.  Shrieve's 
regiment  was  drawn  up  at  the  second  bridge,  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  those  posted  at  the  first.  Major  Lee,  with  his  dragoons  and 
the  pickets,  were  posted  at  Littie-Bridgc,  on  the  Vauxhali  road.^ 
and  col.  Ogden  was  detached  to  support  them.  The  remaindei' 
of  general  Maxwell's  and  Stark's  brigade  were  drawn  up  on  higlv 
grounds.  The  militia  were  on  the  fianks.  Whiie  the  enemy 
%vere  making  appearances  of  operation  on  their  left,  their  right 
column  advanced  on  major  Lee,    The  bridge  was  disputed  with 
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great  obstinacy ;  but  the  enemy,  by  fording  the  river  and  gaining 
the  point  of  a  hill,  obliged  the  major  with  his  party  to  give  u^ 
the  pass.  At  this  insuut  iheir  left  column  began  the  attach  on 
colonel  AngcU  ;  the  action  was  severe,  and  lasted  about  forty 
minutes,  when  superior  numbers  overcame  obstinate  bravery,  and 
forced  the  Americans  lo  retire  over  the  second  bridge,  where 
the  enemy  were  warmly  received  by  colonel  Shricve's  regiment; 
but  as  they  advanced  in  great  force,  with  a  large  train  of  a: cil- 
lery, he  had  cyders  to  join  the  brigade.  Greene  would  have  made 
a  detachment  in  time  for  the  support  of  Angejl,  but  was  in  ex- 
pectation that  the  royalists  would  ford  the  river,  the  dangerous 
consequence  of  which  was  to  be  guarded  against.  The  advan- 
tages they  had  now  gained,  made  it  adviseable  for  gen.  Greene 
to  take  post  wlih  his  troops  upon  a  range  of  hills,  where  the  roads 
arc  brought  so  near  to  a  point,  that  succour  can  readily  be  given 
from  one  to  the  other.  Being  thus  commodiously  posted,  the 
general  hoped  that  they  would  have  attempted  to  gain  the  heights^ 
but  they  declined  it,  and  began  tiying  the  town.  Near  fifty  dwell- 
ing houses  were  burnt,  and  the  whole  village,  excepting  four 
houses,  was  reduced  to  ashes.  This  conflagration  closed  the  en- 
terprise. '1  he  strength  of  Greene's  situation,  the  difliculties  of 
the  approach,  an  ignorance  of  his  real  force,  and  the  bold  defence 
made  at  the  bridge,  might  severally  concur  in  preventing  all  fur-. 
ther  attempt  to  penetrate  through  the  intervening  hills  and  de- 
nies, tiiat  they  might  gain  possession  of  Morris-town,  and  destroy 
the  American  stores,  magazines  and  defences  there  and  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  appears  to  have  been  their  hrst  object. 
They  made  a  second  retreat  from  Springfield,  being  pursued  with 
great  spirit  and  redoubled  animosity  by  the  mhitia  (who  were 
highly  enraged  at  the  conflagration  they  had  just  beheld)  till 
tiiey  entered  Elizabeth-town,  which  was  about  san-set.  They 
passed  on  to  Eiizabeth-towa  Point,  v/here  they  continued  until 
twelve  at  night,  and  then  began  to  cross  to  Staten-Isiand  ;  by  six 
the  next  morning  they  had  totally  evacuated  the  Point,  and  re- 
moved their  bridge.  They  had  suffered  considerably  on  the  23d^ 
but  Greene's  loss  was  trifling,  not  more  than  twenty  killed,  arid 
about  sixty  wounded.  The  American  commander  in  chief,  ia 
general  orders  of  the  26th,  returned  iiis  warmest  thanks  to  gen- 
eral Greene  and  all  the  officers,  for  the  good  conduct  and  gal- 
lantry they  bnd  displayed  ;  and  tookparticularnoticc  of  colonel 
Angell  and  his  regiment. 

When  congress  liad  received  information  from  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  of  the  preparation  his  most  Christian  majesty  was 
nicking  to  aid  the  United.  States  with  a  powerful  naval  and  n)iU- 
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tary  force  ;  they  appointed  a  committee  to  write  to  the  diiterenf 
governments,  requhing  them  to  lill  up  the  continental  army  and 
forward  si^pplies,  in  order  to  a  readiness  for   co-operating  with 
the  expected  assistance.     Th^  commander  in  chief  and  other  po* 
pularoiiicers,  joined  in  stimulating  them  by  every  motive  to  fur- 
nish speedily  taeir  resiiective  quotas.    The  disgrace  of  appearing 
contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  their  greatally,  and  the  mischiefwhich 
must  he  tiie  consequence,,  were  strongly  urged.  The  people  were 
passionately  called  upon,  not  to  suffer  the  curse  of  another  cam- 
paign to  rest  upon  America.     They  were  told  that  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe  were  upon  them  ;  and  that  their  future  independence,  for- 
tune  and  happiness  depended  upon  their  present  exertion.  NoU 
v/ithslanding  these  jo i.vt  efforts,  general  Washington  had  to  com* 
plain — *'•  it  ks  with  intinite  chagrin  and  mortitiGation  I  hnd  tha& 
at  this  day,  the  fourth  of  July,  more  than-sixv/eeks  since  tlie  iirs?? 
application  to  the  states  for  the  succour  necessary  for  the  intended 
co-operation,  not  more  than  thirty  levies  have,  to  my  knowiedga 
joined  any  part  of  the  army  ;  nor  have  1  any  inform.ation  whkll 
has  been  effected  in  this  respect  by  any  one  o-f  the  states.   Some 
of  them  have  not  even   informed  mc  what   they  intend  to  do.''' 
The  Massachusetts  general  court  had  indeed  ordered,  by  iheif  re- 
solves of  June  the  5th  and  23d,  a  reinforcement  to  be  senton,  bu^ 
it  had  not  arrived.     A  voluntary  subscription  was  likevf  i^e  begu» 
about  tiie  beginning  of  the  same  month  in  Philadelphia,  for  £h€r 
raising  of  a  fund  of  hard  money,  to  be  given  as  bounties  to  fill  ap 
the  full  quota  of  the  Pennsylvania  line.     The  general  assembly 
of  that  state  had,  on  the  hrst  of  June,  provided  for  those  exigencies 
in  war  that  might  require  sudcien  and  extraordinary  exertions,  by 
resolving  unanimously,  that  during  the  recess  of  the  house,  should^ 
it  be  necessary,  the  prisident  (Joseph  Reed,  esq,  whose  name  has. 
often  occurred)  or  vice-president  in  council,  be  empowered  to  de-v 
clare  martial  law  for  the  public  security,  and  the  safety  of  the  citi- 
zens of  that  commonweaiti).  A  bank  was  also  established  for  sup^- 
plying  the  army  with  provisions  ;  and  a  num.her  of  gcntlement' 
engaged  to  support  it  with  189,0001.   sterling,  payable  in  gold.^ 
and  Silver,  according  to  the  sum  against  which  each  subscribed, 
his  name  on  the  nth.  But  the  American  daughters  of  liberty  in- 
Philadejphia,  were  desirous  of  sharing  wkii  the  gentlemen  in  tha 
splendors  of  patriotism.     They  had  long  aspired  to  the  honor  of 
giving  the  continental  army  some  public  mark  of  the  esteem  ihey. 
t-ntertuined  of  their  virtue  ;  they  therefore  concluded  upon  form* 
ing  an  association-  To  this,  end,  '*  Thd  sentiments  of  an  Amencmi 
Woman''  were  published  in  Ihe  gazette  of  the  12th,  and  thi^da^ 
iollowing  several  ladies  assembled.  It  was  proposed  to  divide  the 
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cily  into  ten  districts,  nearly  equal  in  extent,  and  to  invite  three 
or  lour  ladies  in  each  to  go  Lo  every  house  in  their  ward,  and  to 
|)resent  to  each  woman  and  girl,  without  any  distinction,  a  sub- 
scription paper,  meant  to  pr.jcurc  donations.  Forty  ladies  w^re 
invited,  who  undertook  liie  task  assigned  them  with  pleasure, 
considering  it  as  a  great  liont)r.  The  day  following  Ihe  invita- 
tion, they  set  out  on  foot,  ohserving  to  keep  exactly  to  their  own 
ward.  As  the  cause  of  their  visit  was  known,  they  were  recciv- 
•cd  with  all  the  respect  due  to  their  commission  ;  in  the  mean 
lime  the  oftering  intended  f(/r  the  soldiers  v/as  presented,  to  them. 
They  did  not  omit  a  single  house  ;  the  collection  Ihcy  made  was 
considerable;  but  has  been  much  increased  by  donations  from 
ladies  in  tlie  country.  It  is  expected  that  their  example  will  be 
iTJore  or  less  followed  in  other  states. 

For  tlie  honor  of  the  Pennsylvania  state,  you  must  be  furnished 
with  the  preamble  and  partsof  an  act  passed  the  istof  last  March, 
in  the  following  words — "When  we  contemplate  our  abhorrence 
of  the  condition  to  which  the  arras  and  tyranny  of  Great-Britaia 
were  exerted  to  reduce   us — -when  we  look  back  on  the  variety 
of  dangers  to  which  we  have  been  exposed,  and  how  miraculous- 
ly our  "wants  in  many  instances  have  been  supplied,  and  our  de- 
liverances wrought,  when  even  hope  and  human  fortitude  have 
•become  unequal  to  the  confiict^ — ^wc  are   unavoidably  led  to  a 
serious  and  grateful  sense  of  the  manifold  blessings  which  we 
have  undeservedly  received  from  the  hand,  of  that  Being  fronx 
whom  every  good  and  perfect  gift  cometh.  Impressed  with  these 
ideas,  we  conceive  that  it  is  our  duty,  and  we  rejoice  that  it  is 
in  our   power  to   extend  a  portion  of  that  freedom  to   others, 
which  hath  been  extended  to  us  ;  and  a  release  horn  that  state 
of  tliraldom,to  which  we  ourselves  were  tyrannically  doomed,  and 
from  which  v/e  have  now  every  prospect  of  being  delivered.    It 
is  not  for  us  to  enquire  why,  in  the  creation  of  mankind,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  several  parts  of  the  earth  w^ere  distinguished  by 
a^dilierencc  in  feature  or  complexion.  It  is  sufficient  to  know  that 
all  are  the  work  of  an  almighty  hand.    We  find  in  the  distvibn-- 
tion  of  the  human  species,  that  the  most  fertile  as  well  as  the 
mostbarren  parts  of  the  earth,  are  inhabited  by  men  of  complrx- 
ions  different  from  ours  and  from  each  other;  from  whence' we 
may  reasonably  aswell  as  religiously  infer,  that  he  who   placed' 
them  in  their  various  situations,  hath  extended  equally  his  caie: 
and  protection  to  all,  and  that  it  hecometh  not  us  to  counteract 
his  mercies.    We  esteem  it  a  peculiar  blessing  granted  to  us,  thi  t 
we  are  enabled  in  this  day  to  add  one  more  step   to  universal 
civilization,  by  remoYing.  as  much  r.s  possibic,  the  sorrows  of 
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those  who  have  lU^di  in  undeserx-ed  bondage,  and  from  whic5> 
by  the  assumed  authority  of  the  kings  oFGieat-Britain,  no  eftec* 
tual  legal  relief  could  be  obtained.  Weaned  b^  a  long  course 
of  experience  from  those  r arrow  prejudices  and  partialities  we 
have  imbibed,  we  find  our  hearts  enlarged  with  kindness  and 
benevolence  toward  men  of  all  conditions  and  nations  ;  and  we 
conceive  ourselves  at  this  particular  period,  extraordinarily  call- 
ed upon,  by  the  blessings  which  we  have  received,  to  manifest 
the  sincerity  of  our  profession,  and  to  give  a  substantial  proof  of 
our  gratitude." 

**  And  whereas  the  condition  of  those  persons  who  have  here- 
tofore been  denominated  negro  and  mulatto  slaves,  has  been  at- 
tended with  circumstances  which  not  only  deprived  them  of  the 
common  blessings  that  they  were  by  nature  entitled  to,  but  has 
cast  them  into  the  deepest  afBictions,  by  an  unnatural  separation 
and  sale  of  husband  and  wife  from  each  other,  and  from  their  chil- 
dren,— an  injury,  the  greatness  of  which  can  only  be  conceivjed 
by  supposing  that  we  were  in  the  same  unhappy  case  : — Injustice, 
therefore,  to  persons  so  unhappily  circumstanced,  and  who,  hav- 
ing no  prospect  before  them  whereon  they  may  rest  their  sorrows 
and  hopes,  have  no  reasonable  inducement  to  render  their  ser- 
vice to  society,  which  otherwise  might  ;  and  also  in  grateiful 
commemoration  of  our  own  happy  deliverance  from  that  state  of 
unconditional  submission,  to  which  we  were  doomed  by  the 
tyranny  of  Britain — Be  it  enacted,  that  no  child  born  hereafter 
shall  be  a  slave — that  negro  and  mulatto  children  shall  be  servants 
only  tin  twenty-eight  years  of  age — that  all  slaves  shall  be  regis- 
tered before  the  1st  of  November  next — that  negrocSj  he.  shall 
be  tried  Hke  other  inhabitant — that  none  shall  be  deemed  slaves 
but  those  registered — that  slaves  carried  away,  he,  from  this 
state,  may  be  brought  back  and  registered — and  that  no  negroes 
or  mulattoes,  other  than  infants,  shall  be  bound  for  longer  thaa 
seven  years.'* 

The  expected  succour  from  France  arrived  at  length  in  the  even- 
ing of  Monday,  July  the  JOth,  at  Rhode-Island.  The  chevalier  de 
Ternay  com.mands  the  fleet,  consisting  of  two  ships  of  SO  guns, 
one  of  74,  four  of  64,  two  frigates  of  40,  a  cutter  of  20,  an  hos- 
pital ship,  pierced  for  64,  a  bomb-ship  and  32  transports.  The 
land  forces  consist  of  four  old  regiments,  beside  the  legion  de 
Lauzun,  and  a  battalion  of  artillery,^  amounting  to  about  6000 

*  The  lift  is  given  from  tlie  Providence  paper  of  July»  publiflied  tne  week 
after  their  arrival  at  Newport ;  and  differs  from  the  Englifh  publications,  v^-hfch 
mentioa  in  the  Yi^  one  84  and  tvfo  74  gun  Ihips,  5ve  frigatci  and  two  armed 
&ip3f 
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men,  under  tha  command  of  lic-Jtcnant-gcncral  count  dc  Ro- 
chambeaij.     The  inhabitants  of  Ncvvporl  illuminated  the  town 
upon  the  occasion.     General  Heath  was  present  to  receive  the 
troops  upon  their  landing,  and  to  pat  theiD  into  pi^ssession  of  the 
f(M-ts  and  batteries  upon  the  island.     On  the  24th,  a  committee 
from  the  general  assembly  of  t!ic  state,  then  sitting  in  the  town, 
v/aited  on  the  count  with  a  complimentary  address.     Rocham- 
beau  declared  in  his  answer,  that  he  ^nly  brought  over  the  van 
c^uard  of  a  much  greater  force  destined  iov  their  aid  ;  and  that  he 
was  ordered  by  the  king  to  assure  them,  that  his  whole  power 
should  be  exerted  for  their  supports     "  The  French  troops, 'V  he 
f.aid,  *'  arc  under  the  strictest  discipline  ;  and,  acting  under  the  or- 
ders of  general  Washington,  will  Jivc  with  the  Americans  as  their 
brethren.  I  am  highly  sensible  of  the  marks  of  respect  shown  me 
by  the  general  assembiy,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  them,  thatas  bre- 
thren, not  only  my  lite,  but  the  lives  of  the  troops  tinder  my  com- 
mand, are  entirely  devoted  to  their  service."    'i'he  French  adfiii- 
ral  was  complimented  in  like  manner.    Four  days  before,  the  A- 
merican  commander  in  chief  strongly  recommended  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  continental  army,  in  general  orders,  the  wearing  of 
black  and  white  cockades  (the  ground  being  of  the  first  colour, 
nnd  the  relief  of  the  second)  as  a  compliment  to,  and  a  symbol  of 
friendship  and  afiection  for  their  allies,     llie  marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette arrived  at  Nevvrport  from  head-quarters,  the  sanie  day  that  the 
addresses  were  presented  to  the  French  commanders  ;  and  un- 
doubtedly carried  with  him  the  sentiments  of  gen.  Washington  on 
the  movements  then  making  on  the  part  of  the  British.      Though 
admiral  Arbuthnot  had  only  four  sail  of  the  line  at  New-York,  on 
the  lOth  July,  he  was  within  a  very  few  days  so  strengthened  hv 
the  arrival  of  admiral  Greaves,  with  six:  ships  of  the  line  from 
Great-Britain,  that  he  iiad  no  longer  any  apprehensions  of  an  at- 
tack from  the  French  squadron-     The  Biitish  commanders  had 
indeed  so  decided  a  scperiority  of  force,  that  they  lost  no  timcia 
preparing  to  act  offensively,  both  by  sea  and  land.  Sir  H.  Clinton 
embarked  about  SOOO  men,  and  proceeded  to  Huntington-Bar 
in  Long-Tsland,  mean  while  the  militia  from  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  were  ordered  to  Rhode-Island  ;  so  that  the  French 
regretted  his  stopping  short,  and  declined  to  pay  them  a  visit,  a'^ 
they  were  weil  prepared  to  give  him  a  warm  reception.     At  the 
same  time  general  AVashington  designed  availing  himself  of  Sir 
Henry's  absence,  by  attacking  New- York.  He  had  received  con- 
siderable reinforcements,  and  suddenly  crossed  the  North-River 
and  marched  tow^ard  King's-bridgo.     Sir  Henry  perceiving  what 
was  intended-  dropped  hiS  expedition  to  Rliodc-Island,  and  sailed 
Vol.  IIL  *  G  for 
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for  New-York  on  the  3 1st,  after  having  lain  several  days  in  Hun- 
tington-Bay. General  Washington  proposed  to  general  Arnold 
his  having  a  comraand  in  the  designed  attack,  on  New^-York.  The 
proposal  threw  him  into  no  small  confusion  ;  but  Washington  had 
no  suspicions  raised  by  it,  for  though  he  thought  him  mercenary, 
be  had  not  the  least  idea  of  his  being  wanting  in  fidelity.  Arnold 
afterward  made  his  objections  to  some  of  Washington's  suit,  and 
urged  his  being  lame  as  liisqualifying  him  for  activity  in  field 
duty,  I'he  objections  being  reported  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
Arnold  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  West-Point,  and  take  the 
command  of  that  post  and  its  dependencies. 

W^c  must  now  attend  to  an  event,  which  could  not  be  related 
in  chronologicaiorderwithoutdisturbing  the  preceding  narrative. 
Genera]  Washington  being  informed,  that  there  was  a  consid- 
erable number  of  cattle  and  horses  on  Bergen-Neck,  detached 
gen.  Wayne^  on  the  20th  of  July,  with  the  istand  2d  Pennsyl- 
vania brigade,  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  col.  Moyland's  regi- 
inent  of  dragoons  to  biing  them  off.  He  contemplated  also  the 
destruction  of  a  block-house,  which  gavesecuritv  toa  body  of  re- 
fugees, who  committed  depredations  on  the  well  affected  inha- 
bitants for  miles  round.  Wayne  having  provided  against  the  en- 
emy's entercepting  his  retreat,  and  sent  down  the  cavalry  to 
drive  off  the  stock,  proceeded  to  the  block-house, which  was  sur- 
rounded with  an  abbatis  and  stockade.  He  tried  the  effects  of  his- 
iield-pieces,  but  found  them  too  light  to  penetrate  the  logs.  The 
troops  being  galled  the  mean  while,  by  a  constant  fire  from  the 
loop  holes  of  the  house,  and  seeing  no  chance  of  making  a  breach 
"with  the  cannon,  two  regiments  rushed  through  the  abbatis  to  the 
foot  of  the  stockage,  with  a  view  of  forcing  an  entrance,  which 
was  impraGticablCo  This  intemperate  valor  occasioned  the  loss- 
of  3  officers  wounded,  }5  non-commissioned  and  privates  killed,, 
and  46  non-coinmissioned  and  privates  wounded.  The  stock 
in  the  mean  time  was  driven  off. 

Let  uanow  turn  our  eyes  to  South-Carolina  and  its  neighbor- 
liood  :  where  the  British  troops  spread  themselves,  and  plunder- 
ed by  system,  forming  a  general  stock,  and  appointingcommissa- 
lies  of  captures.  Spoil  thus  collected  was  disposed  of  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  royal  army.  The  quantity  brought  to  market  was 
so  great,  that  though  it  sold  uncommonly  low,  yet  the  dividend 
of  a  major-general  war,  upward  of  4000  British  guineas.  The 
private  plunder  of  individuals,  on  their  separate  account,  was  of- 
ten more  than  their  proportion  of  the  public  stock.  Over  and  a- 
bove  what  was  sold  in  Carolina,  several  vessels  were  sent  abroad 
to  market, loaded  with  rich  spoil  taken  from  the  inhabitants.  Up- 
ward. 
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ivard  of  two  thousand  negroes  were  shipped  off  at  one  embark^ 


ation. 


Vv'hea  Charleston  had  surrendered,  tlie  next  objeet  with  the 
British  was  to  secure  the  £7:  nc ral  submission  of  the  inhabitants. 
To  this  end  they  posted  garrisons  in  different  parts  of  the  country 
and  marched  a  large  body  of  troops  over  the  bantce  toward  that 
extremity  of  the  state  which  borders  on  the  most  populous  settle- 
mcMus  of  North-Carolina,  This  caused  an  immediate  retreat  of 
5ome  American  parties  that  liad  advanced  into  the  upper  parts  of 
South-Carolina,  with  the  expectation  of  relieving  Charleston, 
The  total  rout  or  capture  of  all  the  southern  contmenta  roops 
in  the  state,  together  with  the  universal  panic  occasioned  by  the 
surrender  of  the  capitd,  sur-pended  for  about  six  weeks  all  mili- 
tary opposition  to  the  progress  ot  the  British  army. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  a  week  before  the  defeat  ot  colonel  Bu^^ 
ford  by  Ta'letoH,  had  in  a  proclamation  denounced  vengeance 
ao-ainst  those  of  the  inhabitants  ^vho  should  continue,  by  torce  ot 
a?ms,  to  opoose   the  re-establishment  of  British  government. 
On  the  I  St  of  Jun€,  he  and  admiral  Arbuthnot,  as  commissioners 
for  restoring  peace  to  the  revolted  colonies,  offered,^  by  procla- 
mation,  to  the  inhabitants,  with  a  few  e3;ecpLions,  pardon  tor  past 
offences,  and  a  reinstatement  in  the  possession  of  all  the  ng.its 
and  immunities  they  had  heretofore  enjoyed  under  a  free  britis- 
•  government,  examt  from  taxation,  ^-ccpt.  by  their  ox^n  legisla^ 
4ure.  as  soon  as  the  situation  of  the  province  would  admit,    i  hes. 
offers    in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  induced  th^  peopie  k^ 
the  country  to  abandon  all  schemes  of  further  resi.^tance.      The 
militia  to^he  southward  of  Charleston  sent  m  a  flag  to  the 
British  commanding  officer  at  Beauf.rt,  and  obtained  terms  simi- 
lar to  those  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital      AtCam^ 
<^Qn  the  inhabitants  met  the  British  with  a  flag,  and  negociated 
far  themselves.    The  people  of  Ninety-Six  assembled  to  deliber- 
ate what  course  they  should  take.    Being  iniormed  that  the  bri- 
tish  were  advancing,  they  sent  a  flag  to  the  ccmmanding  oihcer, 
from  whom  they  learned,  that  Sir  Henry  Chnton  naa  delegated 
full  powers  to  captain  Richard  Fearis  to  treat  with  them.     Ar- 
ticles were  proposed  and  soon  after  ratified,  by  which  they  were 
promised  the  same  security  for  their  persons  and  property  which 
British  subjects  enjoyed.  They  submitted  under  a  mistaken  opi- 
nion, that  agreeable  to  a  proclamation  previous  to  tne  surrender 
of  Charleston,  they  were  to  be  either  neutrals  or  prisoners  on 
•parole.     Excepting  the  extremities  of  the  state  bordering  on 
"North-Carolina,  the  inhabitants  continuing  m  the  country  pre- 
ferred submission  to  resistance*  '  . 
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Sir  Henry  Clinton,  about  the  time  that  Charleston  surrender- 
ed, received  intelligence,  that  a  large  number  of  land  forces  and' 
a  French  licet  commanded  by  M.  de  Ternay,  might  soon  be  ex- 
pected on  the  American  coast-     This  induced  him  to  reimbaik 
for  New-Yoi-k  early  in  June  with  the  greatest  part  of  his  army> 
which  otherwise  was  to  have  remained,  and  been  employed  iri 
the  conquest  of  the  a.djacent  states.    But  before  he  sailed,  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province  and  prisoners  upon  parole,  and  not  ia 
Ihe  mihtary  line  (excepting  those  taken  by  capitulation,  or.in  con- 
iinementat  the  surrender  of  Charleston)  were,  by  proclamation 
of  June  the  3d,  freed  from  all  such  paroles,  from  and  after  the 
20th  of  the  month  ;  and  in  case  of  their  afterward  neglecting  td 
return  to  their  allegiance  and  his  majesty's  government,  were  to 
Le  considered  as  enemies  and  rebels  to  the  same,  and  to  be  treat* 
ed  accordingly.    It  was  designed,  by  this  arbitrary  change  of  their 
lelative  condition,  to  oblige  them,  v/iihout  their  consent,  to  taks 
sn  active  part  in  settling  and  securing  the  royal  governmentv 
Prior  to  this  proclamation,  the  submission  of  the  South- Garoiuia^. 
inhabitants  vvas  accepted  on  easy  terms.    All,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, on  applying  obtained  either  paroles  as  prisoners,  or  pro-- 
tections  as  British  subjects  ;  the  latter  were  required  to  subscribsr 
a  declaration  of  their  allegiance  to  the  kingj  this,  however,  v/as 
frequently  omitted  in  the  hurry  of  business.     An  unusual  calm 
followed.    But  the  proclamation  produced  astonishment  and  con- 
fusion, especially  as  the  parties  referred  to  were  required  to  en- 
rol themselves  as  militia  wnder  the  royal  standard.      Numberf;> 
considering  themselves  as  released  from  the  parole  by  the  prcv 
clamation,  conceived  that  they  had  a  right  to  arm  against  the 
British  ;  and  were  induced  so  to  do,  from  the  very  menace  used 
against  them,  that  they  who  did  not  enrol  themselves  as  British 
subjects,  must  expect  to  be  treated  as  enemies.     Many  more, 
however,  for  convenience,  exchanged  their  paroles  for  protec- 
tions, and  enrolled  chem.selves  as  militia  ;  several  undoubtedly 
with  an   intention  of  breaking  through  the  compulsory  tie,  a* 
soon  as  a  proper  opportunity  presented. 

When  Sir  K.  Clinton  departed  from  Charleston,  lord  Corn- 
wallis  was  left  in  command  with  abont  4000  men,  wlio  were 
deemed  fully  sufhcient  for  extending  the  British  conquests,  after 
the  adoption  of  the  above  measures  to  oblige  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country  to  be  active  in  securing  the  royal  government  now 
estabhshed.  On  the  5th,  tvjo  days  before  he  sailed,  two  hundred 
and  ten  of  the  principal  inhabitants  congratulated  him  and  the 
admiral  upon  their  successes.  The  greater  part  of  them  had  been 
;n  arms  against  the  British  during  the  sicc^c.  and  a  few  had  beer. 

leaders 
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icaders  in  the  popuhr  government.     In  answer  to  their  address, 
ilky  were  promised  the  privileges  and  protection  of  British  sub- 
jcets,  on  subscribing  a  test  of  their  i\Uegiance  and  wiUingness  to 
support  the  royal  cause.     Many  of  their  fellow-citizens  soon  foi- 
lowed  thcirexampleof  exchangingparolesfor  protecticns.  Those 
who  owned  estates  in  the  country,  had  no  security  by  capitula- 
tion, for  any  property  out  of  the  lincs,  unless  they  became  sub- 
jects.    Such  as  declined  doing  it,  met  v/ith  every  discouragement.^ 
A  numerous  class  of  people  were  reduced  to  the   alternative^  of 
starving  or  suing  for  protection.     Traders  and  shopkeepers,  after 
having  contracted  large  debts  by  purchasing  of  the  British  mer- 
chants who  came  with  the  conquering  army,  were  precluded  by 
lord  Cornwallis's  proclamation  of  July  the  25th,  fromseihng  the 
goods  they  had  purchased,  unless  they  assumed  the  name  and 
character  of  British  subjects.  Thus  were  multitudes  pressed  into 
a  service  which  they  v/ere  ready  to  desert  upon  every  occasion. 
But  its  triumphant  state  made  the  royalists  in  both  Carolinas,  con- 
iidcnt  ^i  British  protection,  and  greatly  increased  them  by  ac^ 
cessions  from  those  who  alway  side  with  the  strongest.    A  large 
body  of  them  collected  under  the  command  of  col.  Moore,  ia 
Morth-Carolina,  on  the  22d  of  June.     The  greatest  part  had  ta- 
ken the  oath  of  allegiance  to  that  state,  and  many  had  done  mi- 
jitia  duty  in  the  American  service,     T'heir  premature  insurrec- 
tion, contrary  to  lord  Cornwaliis's  advice  to  his  friends,  v^hich 
was  to  remain  inactive  till  he  had  advanced  into  their  settlements, 
subjected  them  to  an  immediate  dispei:.ion.     Gen.  Rutherford 
instantly  marcned  against  these  insurgents,  but  was  so  short  of 
lead  that  he  could  arm  only  300  men.  Col.  Lock  advanced  with 
this  detachment  twenty-five  miles  a-head  to  observe  them,  while 
the  main  body  halted  for  a  supply  of  ammunition.  The  colonel, 
though  greatly  inferior  in  force,  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
attacking  or  being  attacked.     He  chose  the  former;  and  capt. 
Palls,  with  a  party  of  horse,  rushed  into  the  middle  of  the  roy- 
alists, and  threv7them  into  confusion.  Twenty-two  of  the  whig 
militia  were  killed  or  wounded  ;  among  the  former  were  six  of 
their  officeiii,  vvho  were  singled  out  by  riflemen  among  the  in- 
surgents.    I'he  captain  v;as  one  of  the  slain.     Coi.  Moore  pro- 
posed to  col.  Lock  a  cessation  of  all  hostilities  for  an  hour,  which 
being  agreed  to,  the  former  ran  off  with  his  whole  party.  Scarce 
%v.is  this  insurrection  quelled,  ere  another  party  of  North-Caro- 
lii:a  royalists,  under  col.  Brian,  marched  down  on  the  east  siJe 
of  Yadkin,  and  joined  the  British  army  at  Camden. 

As  the  British   advanced  to  the  upper  part  of  South-Carolina, 
a  con^idcniblc  nu,mbi  •;  uf  the  determined  friends  of  independence 
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retreated  before  them,  and  took  refuge  in  North-Carolina.  In 
this  class  was  col.  Sunipterj  vviio  formerly  commanded  a  contU 
fiental  regiment,  and  was  known  to  possess  a  great  share  of  bra- 
very and  other  military  talents.  Soon  after  he  had  left  his  home, 
a  British  detachment  tianed  his  wife  and  family  out  of  doorSj- 
s.nd  burned  his  house  and  every  thing  in  it^  A  party  of  South- 
Carolina  exiles,  who  had  convened  in  North-Carolina,  made 
choice  of  him  for  a  leader.  At  the  head  of  this  little  band  of 
patriots,  he  soon  returned  to  his  own  state?  and  took  the  field 
against  the  victorious  British  at  a  time  when  the  inhabitants  had 
generally  abandoned  the  idea  of  supporting  their  own  indepen- 
dence. Col.  Sumptcr  had  every  difficulty  to  encounter.  His  fol- 
lowers were  in  a  gieat  measure  unfurnished  v/ith  arms  and  am- 
munition, and  had  no  magazines  fi'om  v/hich  they  could  draw  a- 
supply.  The  iron  tools,  on  the  neighboring  farms,  were  worked 
up  for  their  use  bv  common  blacksmiths  into  rude  weapons  of 
war.  They  supplied  themselves  with  bullets^  by  melting  the 
pevyter  with  wliich  they  were  furnished  by  private  house-keep.erSr 
When  the  colonel,  at  the  head  of  these  volunteers,  penetrated 
Jnto  his  own  state,  and  recommenced  a  military  opposition  to  the 
British,  after  it  had  been  suspended  about  six  weeks,  all  the  in- 
dignant passions  of  the  royal  officers  were  roused  against  the  in- 
habitants. Without  taking  any  share  of  the  blanie  to  themselves 
for  their  mistaken  p  licy  in  constraining  men  to  an  involuntary 
submission^  they  charged  them  with  studied  duplicity  and  treache- 
ry, and  laid  2iside  lenient  m.easures  for  those  that  were  dictated 
h'/  revenge.  They  were  further  irritated  by  a  suspicion  that  the 
inhabitants  connived  at,  if  not  facilitated  the  escape  of  deserters 
who  were  become  numerous.  An  apprehension  of  that  kind 
wrought  so  upon  lord  Rawdon,  that  he  threatened  [July  1.]  to 
punish  either  by  whipping,  imprisonment,  or  transportation  to 
ihe  West-  Indies,  there  to  serve  his  majesty,  any  person  who  should 
meet  a  soldier  straggling,  without  a  written  pass,  beyond  the  pick- 
ets, and  not  do  his  utmost  to  secure  him,  or  v/ho  should  shel- 
ter such  straggling  soldiers,  serve  them  as  a  guide,  or  furnish 
them  wilh  any  other  assistance.  To  encourage  the. country  peo- 
ple in  putting  a  stop  to  desertions,  he  promised  to  give  them  tent 
guineas  for  the  head  of  any  deserter  belonging  to  the  Volunteers 
of  Ireland,  and  five  guineas  only  if  they  brought  him  in  alive ; 
and  a  reward,  though  not  to  that  amount,  for  such,  deserters  as 
they  might  procure  belonging  to  any  other  regiment. 

Colonel  Sumpter  having  taken  the  held,  a  party  of  his  corps 
[July  12.]  consisting  of  I3i  men,  engaged  a  detachment  of  the 
Batish  troops  and  a  large  body  of  tones,  commanded  by  capt, 

Iluck, 
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Huck,  in  the  unpper  parts  of  Soulli-Carolina.  The  royalists  were 
posted  in  a  lune,  both  ends  of  whicii  were  entered  at  the  same 
time  by  tlic  yVmericans.  They  were  speedily  routed  and  dis- 
persed. Col.  Ferguson  of  the  British  niiiitia,  capt.  Huck,  and 
several  others  were  killed.  This  was  the  first  advantage  gained 
over  the  royal  forces  since  their  landing  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  At  the  moment  the  attack  was  made,  a  number  of  women 
were  on  their  knees  vainly  soliciting  capt.  Huck  in  behalf  of 
tlieir  families  and  property.  During  his  command,,  he  in  a  very 
particular  manner  displayed  his  enmity  to  the  presbyterians,  hy 
burning  the  library  and  dwelling-house  of  their  clergymen,  and 
all  bibles  containing  the  Scotch  translation  of  the  psalms,  which 
is  held  in  the  highest  veneration  by  the  generality  of  the  Scotch 
<ind  Irish  presbyterians,  and  their  descendants  through  the  Uni- 
t-ed  States.  These  proceedings  ins})ired  tlie  numerous  devoutpeo- 
ple  of  the  district  with  an  unusual  animation.  They  generally  ar- 
ranged themselves  under  col.  Sumpter,  and  opposed  the  Biitish 
With  the  enthusiasm  of  men  called  upon  to  defend,  not  only  theijf 
civil  liberties  but  their  holy  religion.  The  effects  of  this  ardor 
were  very  sensibly  felt,  for  the  colonel  was- soon  reinforced  to 
the  number  of  600  men. 

No  sooner  did  gen.  Gates  hear  of  the  com.niencement  of  Sir 
H.  Clinton's  operations  to  the  southward,  but  he  wrote  m  the  be- 
ginning of  March  to  Mr.  Matthevva,  a  South-Carolina  delegate 
at  Congress, — "  From  the  arrival  of  Sir  H.  Clinton  and  lord 
Cornwailis  in  the  Savannah,  and  their  landing  the  army  upoiit 
the  Carolina  side  of  the  river,  it  can  be  no  longer  doubted^ 
that  it  has  been  resolved  at  St.  James's,  to  remove  the  theatre 
of  the  war  to  the  southern  states."  He  then  pointed  out  as  the 
measures  to  be  imiricdiately  taken — the  sending  all  the  troops 
raised  west  of  the  Delaware  instantly  by  the  water  route  to  James 
river,  and  marching  them  directly  cross  North-Carolina  to  meet 
the  enemy.  Mr.  Matthews  received  the  leUer  on  the  IStii  of 
March  just  as  he  was  going  to  the  house  ;  when  there,  he  stated 
the  contents  of  it  as  a  matter  of  information  and  not  of  opinion* 
"with  a  view  of  attracting  more  effectually  the  attention  of  con- 
gress. He  then  took  the  liberty  of  proposing  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions for  the  southern  campaign  agreeable  to  Gates's  ideas.  The 
proposal  was  not  duly  regarded  ;  and  it  was  not  tdl  afterward 
that  the  resolution  was  taken  to  send  forward  the  Maryland  and 
Delaware  lines.  These  amounted  only  to  14^j0  effective  men.. 
They  marched  from  head-quarters  at  Morris-town  on  the  16tii 
of  April,  under  the  command  of  Baron  de  Kalb,  embarked  at  the 
head  of  Elk  in  May,  landed  sooa  at  Fetersburgh   in  Virgi-nia, 

and 
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and  from  thence  proceeded  by  l?.nd  toward  Soutli-Carollna.  Vir- 
ginia made  great  and  effectual  exertions  to  expedite  their  move^ 
menls  ;  but  in  North-Carolina  little  or  no  preparations  wer^ 
made  for  supporting  the  troops  or  transporthig  their  baggage'* 
The  baron  was  under  the  necessity  of  halting  on  Deep  river  the 
6lh  of  July.  He  received  frequent  assurances  of  support  ;  but 
found  no  resources  except  in  making  frequent  detacamcnt.s  for 
collecting  provisions,  which  were  inadequate  to  the  necessities  af 
the  troops,  who  subsisted  principally  upon  lean  cattle  collected 
in  the  woods.  The  commissaries  and  quarter-masters  complain- 
ed, that  the  want  of  cash  and  of  credit  vrere  insuperable  ob- 
stacles to  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

Upon  gen.  Lincoln's  being  made  prisoner  nt  Charleston,  the 
forces  of  the  southern  district  devolved  on  Baron  de  Kalb.     His 
experience  and  abilities  were  allowed  to  be  great ;  but  as  he  was  a 
foreigner,  unacquainted  with  the  country,  and  unaccustomed  to 
the  temper  of  undisciplined  troops,  who  w^ere  to  constitute  the 
major  part  of  the  army,  these  and  other  reasons  wrought  in  f^Vof 
of  gen.  Gates,  who  was  considered  in  common  as  the  bcstqua^H 
iied  for  the  command  ;  and  it  was  unanimously  resolved  in  con-* 
grcss  on  the  13th  of  June,  "that  m.ajor  gen.  Gates  do  immedi- 
ately repair  to,  and  take  the  command  of  the  southern  depart- 
ment :"  the  next  day  he  was  empowered  to  take  such  measures 
for  the  defence  of  the  southern  states  as  he  might  think  most 
proper.  He  received  the  resolves  of  congress  at  Traveller's  Rest 
in  Virginia,  a  few  miles  from   Shepherd's-town,  on  the  20th, 
and  set  out  on  Monday  the  2oth.     He   soon  felt  for  himself, 
finding  that  he  succeeded  to  the  command,  of  an  army  without 
strength,  of  a  m/ilitary  chest  without  money,  of  a  department  ap- 
parently deficient  in  public  spirit,  and  in  a  climate  that  increased 
despondency,  instead  of  animating   the  soldiers  arm.     He  haxi 
before  him  the  most  unpromising  prospect  his  eyes  ever  beheld. 
He  arrived  at  the  camp  on  the  25th  of  July  ;  and  at  a  review  of 
the  troops  the  next  day,  was  in  every  respect  received  by  tlie 
baron  with  marks  of  the  greatest  distinction.  In  return  he  treat- 
ed his  predecessor  with  due  consideration,  confirmed  his  standing 
orders,  and  requested  that  he  would  keep  the  command  of  his 
division,  as  formerly  in  the  grand  army.     The  baron's  division 
consisted  of  all  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  troops  :  these  with 
a  small  legionary  corps  under  col.  Armand,  consisting  of  about 
60  horse  and  as  many  foot  soldiers,  who  arrived  a  few  days  bc^* 
fore,  and  three  companies  of  artillery,  constituted  the  whole  of 
the  army.     The  baron,  with  great  satisfaction,  complied  wklr 
Gates's  request.     A  considerable  body  of  Norlh-Caroiina  militia- 

had 
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rtad  taken  Ihc  field  under  gen.  Caswell.  His  appointment  and 
iiistructio-iis  tj  join  and  co-ope?ate  with  the  ic;::;Lilar  forLCS  had 
o^Q\-\  announced  tO'thc  baron,  who  daily  expected  his  arrival,  and. 
with  him  a  considerable  supply  of  provisions.  Oaswcl!,  however, 
upon  the  plea  of  preventing  some  disaffected  inhabitants  fron^ 
taking  ^\-:c^  in  favor  of  th.c  enemy,  excused  his  not  complying, 
with  the  instructions;  and  as  to  the  supply,  though  promised,  n» 
part  of  it  ever  arrived.  On  the  morning  of  July  the  27tii,  gen. 
Ocitet)  marched  at  the  head  of  the  army,"to  clfect  ajunction  of 
the  regular  and  irregular  folx:cs,  to  assume  an  i?.ppearancc  of  hos- 
tile view's  upon  the  enemy's  advanced  p'jsts,  and  h\  expectation 
of  sharing  vrith  the  militia  the  supplies  they  received  Irom  the 
srate:  I'hc  troops  pissod  Deep  river  at  the  Buffaio  ford,  and  en- 
camped in  the  afternoon  at  Sjiink's  hirm^  oi\  the  road  to  Cam- 
den, 

Here  we  shall  leave  them  till  time  and  fi>ture  operations  yield 
ysUie  materials  for  proceeding  in  the  history  of  "the  southern  de- 
p'artment.  However  we  must  not  quit  North-Carolina  without 
mentioning,  that  Mi:.  Justice  Pendleton  stated  to  lord  Cornwall, 
lis,  in  a  letter  dated  Newbern,  July  20,  the  reasons  that  urged 
him  to  leave  Charleston  v/ithout  the  permission  of  the  comman^ 
dant,  lest  the  same  should  be;  represented  as  a  breach  of  his  parole» 
and  of  course  infamous  and  dishonorable.  The  letter  lelates, 
that' the  morning  of  the  day  the  justice  left  the  tovv^n  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  preceding  night  a  party  had  assembled  together 
to  take  him  out  of  his  house,  and  put  him  to  death  ;  and  that.it 
would  certainly  have  been  effected,  had  not  a  British  Oiiicer>  capt. 
Constable,  prevailed  on  them  to  consider  further  of  the  matter* 
To  show  his  utmost  reliance  on  his  lordship's  hcror,  he  says  in  it . 
— ^T  will  im.mediateiy  return  to  my  parole  in  Charleston,  ii  I. 
obtain  your  promise  that  no  farther  injury  or  insult  shall  be  of- 
fered me.  I  require  no  other  security.'*  He  then  adds^ — **  i'here 
are  many  English  officers,  my  lord,  that  have  intelligent  and  gen- 
erous spirits,  that  know  it  is  impossible  to.  fix  any  immutable 
standard  of  opinion  in  poiiLics,  any  mqre  than  religion ;  and  there- 
fore not  impossible  that  a  very  upright  and  virtuous  man  may  be, 
a  member  of  congress,  governor,  j udge,  &;c,"notwithstanding  the, 
co.mmon  epithet  of  rebel  so  freely  bestowed'on'them.  Such  mea 
fit  is  no  matter  which  side  their  piinciples  lead  them  to  embrace) 
behold  human  misery  in  every  shape,  or  from  whatever  cause 
derived,  with  pity  and  concern,  and  by  compassion  and  politeness 
endeavour  to  soften  aad  mitigate  it  ;  but  the  ■malignity  and  viru--_ 
ience  of  Scotch  (with  some  fe'A^  exceptions)  and  yirh^rlcanrefageel 
officers  (with  none  at  all}  vv 'aether  in  a-  civil  oi'iiiiUtary  line,  is 
'     Yo-L,  III,  I-i  singularly 
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singularly  conspicuous  throughout  this  v/ar,  and  cannot  be  desGf& 
bed  but  in  terms  offensive  to  the  pen  of  a  gentleman." 

The  proceedhigs  of  congress  must  now  again  engage  our  at- 
tention. ■^; 

The  grand  council  cf  the  American  states  called  upon  each.ift^ 
February  for  specific  supplies  of  provision  and  forage.  But  be- 
fore these  could  be  brought  in,  such  advantage  was  taken  of  the 
public  wants,  that  the  nominal  debt  of  the  continent  was  increa- 
sed beyond  calculation.  Depreciation  was  rapid.  The  enemy- 
took  courage,  and  set  every  cnghie  to  work,  by  counterfeiting  and. 
multiplying  their  base  emissions,  to  decry  the  credit  of  the  paper 
currency.  Congress  to  baffle  their  designs  and  curb  intestine  a- 
varice,  resolved  on  the  18th  of  March,  to  call  in  by  taxes  in  the 
course  of  one  year,  and  to  burn  all  the  paper  bills  heretofore  e- 
mitted  to  the  amount  of  SOOmiliioris  of  dollars,  and  in  lieu  thereof,. 
to  issue  ten  millions  of  new  money,  wh"ch  was  to  be  issued  as  fast 
and  no  faster  than  the  old  was  brouglit  in.  For  every  20  dollars 
of  the  old,  one  dollar  of  the  new  emission  was  to  be  perfected, 
and  lodged  in  the  continental  loan  ofiices  in  the  respective  states. 
These  new  bills  were  to  be.  redeemable  in  specie,  within  six  years 
after  the  present,  and  to  bear  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent, 
to  be  paid  also  in  specie  at  the  redemption  of  the  bills,  or  at  the 
election  of  the  owner  annually,  in  sterling  bills  of  exchange  on.. 
the  American  commissioners  in  Europe,  at  four  shillings  and  six- 
|)ence  per  dollar.  The  new  bills  vvere  to  issue  on  funds  of  indi- 
vidual states  established  for  the  purpose.  As  the  said  bills  were 
completed  J  the  states  respectively  on  whose  funds  they  issued  were 
to  receive  si:i-tenths  of  them^  and  the  remainder  v^ras  to  be  subject 
to  the  orders  of  the  United  States,  and  credited  to  the  states  on 
whose  funds  they  issued.  These  bills  were  to  be  receivable  in  tlie 
payment  of  the  monthly  quotas  or  taxes  of  each  state,  at  the  same, 
rate  witli  specie,  or  of  one  Spanish  milled  dollar,  in  lieuof  £arty" 
dollars  of  the  old  bills  still  in  circulation.  By  this  political  con- 
trivance of  congress,  various  effects  were  produced.  The  value 
of  the  new  bills  was  to  be, really  double  to  that  of  the  old.  The 
last  were  estimated  at  forty  for  a  specie  dollar,  the  first  at  par  with 
specie  :  thus  ten  millions  of  new  ware  equivalentto  400  millions 
of  the  old.  The  several  states  had  a  bait  held  out  to  them  to  in- 
duce their  adoption  of  the  plan  ;  in  that  each- .w:as  to  receive  six- 
tenths  of  the  nev/  for  its  own  use,  while  the  remaining  four  were 
subject  to  the  orders  of  congress.  Those  who  had  amassed  large 
quantities  of  the  old,  were  disappointed  in  their  hopes  of  conver- 
ting it  into  specie,  dollar  for  dollar  ;  notwithstanding  all  the  fine: 
and  expressive  language  in  the  circular  letter  ot  congress  the  lasc: 

September;^. 
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September,  strongly  tending  to  encourage  such  hopes.  The  rea! 
^.justice  of  subjecting  all  the  inhabitants  to  tlje  redemption  of  the 
old  paper  in  specie  at  par,  when  the  geninaiity  of  the  holders  re- 
ceived it  at  a  considerable  de])rcciation,  and  v/hcn  a  large  quan- 
tity of  it  was  not  circulated  in  tlie  iirst  instance  but  in  a  depreci- 
ated condilion,  was  so  apparent ;  that  the  avoidance  of  it  hy  the 
Jesolution  of  congress  produced  no  convulsion,  ihough  there  was 
a  violation  oi  public  faith.  Many  suffering  individuals  complain- 
ed loudly,  but  the  measure  was  peaceably  adopted.  Congress 
have  also  fixed  the  value  of  certificates  given  for  money  loaned 
from  Septembdr  1777  to  March  1780,  so  rating  the  value  of 
the  continental  paper  between  those  two  periods,  as  that  the 
lender  might  receive  the  vaiue  of  what  was  lent,  and  the  public 
not  be  loaded  with  a  debt  for  which  it  had  not  an  equivalent. 
On  the  20th  of  March,  they  resolved  upon  reommenuing  it  to 
ihe  states  to  revise  their  laws,  making  the  continental  bills  a  ten-^ 
;4deF  for  the  discharge  of  debts  and  contracts,  and  to  artiend  the 
same,  so  a^  shall  be  judged  most  coilductive  to  justice  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  paper  currency^ 

A  few  pariculars  that  cliiciiy  respect  the  Mas'sadhusctts  and: 
3^ew-Hampshire  states  remain  to  be  related. 

When  the  Hampshire  house  ofassembly  (about  sixty  represent- 
atives being  present)  debated  at  Exeter  in  what  way  to  raise  tl/eir 
quota  of  ii;ien,  a  certain  mode  was  proposed.  About  a  dozen  vo-^ 
ted  for  it ;  hov/ever  no  persons  voting  against  it  when  called  up- 
on, the  act  of  the  former  vv  as  declared  to  be  a  vote,  and  the  mcu- 
-Sure  established.  But  in  case  of  its  proving  disgustful  to  their 
constituents,  alitiost  every  member  of  the  house  could  say,  that 
ho,  did  not  vote  for  it,  which  would  pass  with  the  inattentive  for 
a  sufficient  apology. 

The  towns  and  districts  of  the  Massachusetts,  l)yth'e  direction" 
of  the  general  court,  made  choice  of  delegates  for  the  solepurpose' 
oiscWXingaconslitutionfor  the  commonzvcalihy  who  metin conven- 
tion at  Cambridge  on  the  1st  of  September  1779,  and  continued- 
by  adjournments  to  the  2d  of  last  March  ;  when,  having  agreed 
upon  a  form  of  government,  they  submitted  it  to  the  revision  o£ 
Jlieir  constituents,  in  order  to  the  completing  of  the  same  at  a  ses- 
sion to  be  held  at  Boston  for  that  purpose,  on  the  first  V/cdnes- 
day  of  the  following  June.     Copies  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
selectmen  of  each  town,  and  the  committees  of  each  plantation, 
to  be  laid  before  their  rer-pective  inhabitants.     If  the  major  part' 
of  them,  when  legally  assembled  on  the  business,  disapproved  of 
any  particular  clause,  they  were  to  state  their  objections  distinctly, 
with  the  reasons*  I'he  s^me  were  to  be  transmitted  to  the  acv-rc-' 
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tary  of  the  convention,  together  with  the  iiuraber  ofvoters  in  tJig. , 
said  town  and  plantation  meetings,  on  each  side  of  every  oues-^ 
tion  ;  that  so  the  convention,  at  the  adjournment,  might  coiiect  . 
the  general  sense  of  their  constituents  on  the  several  parts  of  the, 
proposed  constitution.     If  there  did  not  appear  to  be  two-thirds 
of  their  constituents  in  favor  of  it,  the  convention  were,  to  siter 
2t  so  as  that  it  might  be  agreeable  to  the  sentiments  of  two-third:S. 
of  the  voters  through  the  state.     It  was  also  recommended  to  the"- 
Inhabitants  to  empower  their  delegates  at  the  next  session,  to  a^. 
^ree  upon  a  time  when  the  form,  of  government  should  take  place, 
without  returning  the  same  again  to  the  people  ;  provided^  that 
two-thirds  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  year^ 
and  upward,  voting  in  the  several  meetings*  agreed  to  the  sanie' 
cr  the  convention  conformed  it  to  the  sentiments  of  two-thirds 
of  their  constituents.     When  the  convention  met  on  the  7th  of 
June  as  proposed,  they  agreed  upon  the  last  Wednesday  of  Oc- 
tober, the  25th,  for  the  comm^encement  of  the  new*  form  of  go- 
Tern  ment  ;  as  it  appeared  upon  exam.inationj  that  more  thatt<- 
two-thirds  of  the  voters  approved  of  it.     Directions  have  beea 
given  for  the  election  of  governor,  lieut,  governor,  &c.  accord-* 
ing  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  it  against  that  jnemorable  d^fr 
The  constitution  consists  of  two  parts — a  declaration  of  rights— ^. 
and  the  frame  of  government.  Upon  reading  it  you  wiil  probably: 
pronounce  it  equal,    if  not  superior  to  any  upon  the  continent. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  anxieties  and  avocations  attending  the 
war  wherein  they  were  engaged,  the  Massa<:husetts  general  court 
passed  an  act  [May  4.]  to  incorporate  and  establish  a  society  for. 
the  cultivation  and  promotion  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  by  the - 

name   of Thl    American     Acadelty     of    Arts     ANUr 

Sciences,  The  number  of  the  S2,id  academy,  who  arc  inha-- 
oitants  of  the  state,  are  not  to  be  at  any  time  more  than  two- 
hundred,  nor  less  than  forty.  A  bill  to  the  like  purpose  was 
brought  into  the  house  in  a  former  session  :  but  the  names  of  thsc 
gentlemen  inserted  being  unintentionally  arranged  by  the  per-* 
sons  draughting  it  so  as  seemingly  to  give  pre-eminence  to  an- 
other before  Mr..  Hancock,  the  last  declared  in  the  house  against 
having  any  concern  in  it,  and  it  fell  to  the  ground  ;  but  an  al- 
phabetical arrangemeiit  in  the  nevf  c::-j  removing  the  un^brage, 
the  same  passed  into  an  act. 

[June  7.]  The  court  agreed  upon  raising  3934  men  for  the  con- 
tinental army  for  six  months  ;  and  on  the  22d,  4726  more  for 
three  months,  and  the  men  were  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  or. 
bills  equivalent  thereto.  The  select  men  of  the  several  towns  were 
ordered  to  collect  shirts,  shoes,  stockings,  &c.  and  subjected  tu 

penalties 
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peiialties  in  ra^e  of  non-compliance.  Tiiey  were  also  directed 
to  draught  and  prociire  men.  But  notwithstanding  these  pro- 
mising exertions,  the  general  court  will  not  have  furnished  gen. 
Wdshington  by  the  beginning  of  August  with  men  sufficient  to 
make  good  the  state  deficiency ;  forby  hisrcturns  of  the  23d,51 17 
were  wanting  to  complete  the  Massachusetts  baitaliuns.  That 
they  might  furnish  the  provisions  required  by  congress,  they  de- 
termined [June  19-]  to  borrow  hard  money  upon  the  estates,  or 
the  parts  of  estates  of  absentees,  where v/ith  to  make  the  pur- 
chases; and  on  the  same  day  resolved,  that  in  case  the  monthly 
supplies  of  beef  and  grain  agreed  upon,  could  not  be  procured 
by  purchase,  tlie  same  should  be  impressed,  it  was  high  time 
for- something  effectual  to  be  done;  for  the  Massachusetts  and 
New-Hampshire  lines  at  and  about  West-Point,  though  but  a 
handful  of  men,  had  at  times  been  many  days  without  bread, 
on  others  without  meat,  and  a  Jong  Vv'hile  on  half-allowance, 
and  the  officers  in  the  same  condition  with  the  privates,  having 
iKT^frioney  to  purchase  necessaries,  New-York,  though  con- 
suming at  both  ends,  and  bleeding  at  every  pore,  had  her  com- 
pliment of  continental  troops  in  the  field,  beside  having  raised 
in  the  month  of  May,  800  new  levies  to  guard  the  frontiers.  On 
On  the  2ist  of  that  month.  Sir  John  Johnston  made  his  appear^ 
ance  at  Johnston-hall,  He  and  his  party  the  next  day  burnt 
about  33  houses  and  out-houses,  together  with  a  mill ;  destroyed 
cattle  and  sheep,  and  killed  about  a  dozen  persons.  After  digg- 
ing up  his  plate  he  marched  oif.  While  New- York  was  thus 
surfcnng,  and  still  exerting  herself,  several  of  her  sister  states  that 
•were  in  full  and  peaceable  possesion  of  their  territories,  seem- 
ingly slept  in  security,  and  liad  not  a  third  of  their  quota  of  mea 
in  the  field. 

The  American  crulzers  have  been  sending  in  occasionally,  va- 
Juabie  prizes  to  different  ports  ;  and  the  people  of  Boston  parti- 
^'uiarly  have  been  lately  in  high  spirits,  having  heard  within  this 
fortnight,  that  nineteen  ships  of  a  very  rich  outward  bounel 
Quebec  fleet  were  captured,  and  that  the  privateers  v/ere  in  pur- 
suit of  the  remainder.  Several  of  them  will  undoubtedly  be 
Irou.^ht  safe  into  one  or  other  of  the  states/* 


S'  Aboy?  tnurieen  srerr  brought  'n- 
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LETTER        TIL 

Motterdam,  Aug.  25,  1780: 

Friend  G, 

iriTIS  Brithlv  majesty  [Nov.  25,  1779.]  went  to  the  house  of 
iril  peers,  and  opened  the  session  of  parliament.  The  royai' 
speech  was  totally  silent  vrith  respect  to  America  arid  the  West-*- 
Indies ;  but  stilcd  the  present,  on-e  or  the  most  dangerous  con- 
federacies that  ever  v/as  formed  against  the  crown  and  people  o# 
Orcat-Britaiii,  It  recommended  to  the  lords  and  commons  the' 
consideration  of  what  fuither  advantages  might  be  extended  tcr' 
^he  kingdom  of  Ireland^  by  such  regulations  as  may  eiFectualiy 
|)romote  the  interests  of  all  the  British  dominions.  The  necessi- 
ty of  the  rccomniendation  wa5  evident  from  what  had  already" 
Ijappened  upon  the  meeting  of  the  Irish  parliament  in  October. 
The  further  proceedings  of  the  people  of  Ireland  discovered  a.' 
determination  to  secure  to  themselves  substantial  beneiits  from  a 
crisis  so  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  views  of  the  patriotic  paity. 
The  associatoTS  being  jealous,  that  if  the  supplies  were  granted' 
ss  usual  fortwo  years,  a  sudden  prorogation  of  parliament  would" 
put  an  end  to  all  hope  of  amicable  redress  for  the  present,  called' 
out  for  a  short  money-bill  of  six  months  only,  and  it  became  the' 
general  cry  of  Ireland.  The  representatives  at  length  found,  that 
it  was  indispensably  requisite  for  them  to  comply,  and  the  short' 
Xiioncy-bilUvas  accordingly  passed,  A  necessity  equally  convinc- 
ing, secured  the  passage  of  that  humiliating  and  mortifying  act 
in  Great-Britain  on  the  nth  of  December.  vSix  days;  after,  tire' 
king  gave  his  assent  to  a  bill  for  granting  a  free  trade  to  Ireland, 
The  golden  opportunity  admitting  of  it,  the  people  of  thatking- 
<iom  have  proceeded  so  fat  as  absolutely  to  deny  the  right  of  the 
British  parliam.ent  to  bind  that  country  in  any  cas-e  wdiatever. 

Government  received  advice  on  the  18th  of  December,  that' 
the  fort  of  St.  Ferdinando  de  Omoa,  the  key  toth^  bay  of  Hon- 
duras, had  been  tuken  about  the  20th  of  October,  by  the  troops 
under  the  command  of  captain  William  Dalrymplej  who  had 
been  sent  by  the  governor  of  Jamaica  to  the  Musqueto  shore. 
The  men,  by  the  help  of  ladd^s,  scaled  the  Vv^alls,  though  28  feet 
liigh,  and  thus  made  themselves  masters  of  the  fort.  Two  re- 
gister ships,  with  the  cargoes  of  other  vessels  of  note,  worth 
three  raiiiions  of  dollars,  were  also  taken.  All  v/as  gained  with 
the  only  loss  of  about  20  killed  and  wounded  on  the  British  side, 
and  very  few  more  gn  the  side  of  the  Spaniards. 

InteiiisencO 
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Intelligence  having  been  trans-iniUcd  to  the  Bi-itlsh  aJminlstra- 
tion  [by   sonic,  it  is\hoLight,  whose  duty  bound  thcni  to  kecr» 
the  sccrcls  of  the  Dutch  councils]  that  a  number  of  Dutch  ships 
laden  with   tlmher  and   naval  stores  for  the  French   service,  in 
order  to  escape  the  danger  cfBriush  cruiscrs,^accompi:nicd  count 
Byland,  who  was  to  escort  a  convoy  to  the  Mediterranean,  capt.- 
Fieldino-  was  sent  out  v/ith  a  proper  force  to  examine  the  con- 
voy, and  to  seize  any  vessels  containing  those  arti.cles  which  the 
British  deemed  contraband.     On  the  meeting  of  the  fleets,  capi. 
Fielding  desired   permission  to  visit  the  merchant  ships  ^  bemg,, 
refused,  he  disnatchcd  his  boats  fjr  that  purpose,  which  were 
£rcd  at ;  the  captain  then  fired  a  shot  a-hcad  ot  the  Dutch  admi^ 
<ral,  who  answered  it  by  a  broadside.     Count  Byland  having  re- 
ceived another   in,  return,  and  being  in  no  condition  to  pursua 
the  contest  further,  immediately  struck  lus  colours.   Mostoi  th3 
ships  v/hich  occcasioned  the  contest,  had  already,  through  the 
ipngth  and  darkness  of  the  night,  and  by  keeping  \i\  with  tha 
shore,  escaped  the  danger,  and  proceeded  v/iUiout  interruption 
to  the  French  ports.     The  fev/  that  remained  with  naval  stores, 
onboard,  were  stopped;  and  the  Dutch  admiral  was  then  in.^ 
formed  that  i:e  might  hoist  his  colours  and  prosecute  his  voyage  ; 
iic  did  th(^  first,  but  declined  the  other,  and  aecompanied  the  Bri- 
•  iish  squadron  to  Splthead  the   fourth  of  January,,  where  he  re- 
siiained  till  he  received  fresh  instructions  from  his  masters.^  ^ 

The  right  (whether  supported  by  actual  treaties  or  woi)  which^ 
Oie  Britisli  claimed  and  exercised' over  the  vessels  of  foreign 
powers,  though  not  at  war  with  them,  wiiea.they  suspecteci  or 
found  that  they  were  laden  either  with  naval  stores,  and  bound 
to  the  ports  of  their  enemies,  or  with  the  property  oithelattei;,. 
suggested  the  idea  of  aT>  armed  neutrality.     One  of  tlie  dipio-- 
matic  body  assured  rny  friend  at  Paris,  that.the  sagacious  king  ot 
Sweden  communicated  the  first  hint  of  it  \.<:>  count  Panin,  wita 
whom  it  slept  some  time  before  it  was  communicated  to  the  emp- 
ress of  Russia,     At  length  it  was  matured  ;  and  on  the   26th  o.^ 
February,  the  court  of  Fetersburgh  issued  a  manifesto  oroecia- 
ration,  whichhasbeen  the  mean  of  forming,  under  tliename  otiYa 
armed  nnitraliUj,  anavaland.raiiitary  aliianceaadconicderacy  oe- 
tween  Russia  and  other  neutral  powers.  The.  gi'eat  pririciple  o.t 
the  piece,  and  of  the  confederacy  to  which  it  has  given  birth,  is^ 
that/;T^  bcAiouu  make  free  goods :  and  is  thus  particularized— 
"  Neutral  ships  shall  enjoy  a.  free  navigation  even  from  port  ta 
port,  and  on  the  Qoasts  of  the  belligerent   powers;  all  ^Ci.ects 
Belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the  said  belligerent  powers  snaii  he 
looked  upon  as  free,  on  board  such  n^jutral  ships,  except  ini.v 

sucli . 
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such  goods  as  are  stipulated  contraband. — 'In  order  to  determine 
what  characterizes  a  port  Mocked  up  [into  which  neutral  ships 
are  not  to  have  free  ingress]  that  denomination  shall  not  be 
granted  but  to  such  places  before  which  there  are  actually  a  num- 
ber of  enemy's  ships  stationed  near  enough,  so  as  to  make  its 
entry  dangerous."  Great-Britain  is  not  in  a  situation  directly  to 
contravene  this  grand  principle,  so  thatitv^rill  probably  be  hence- 
forth settled  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  manv  respects 
essentially  differing  from  v/hat  has,  for  several  hundred  year:, 
been  established  -among  commercial  kingdoms. 

The  courts  of  France  and  Spain  have  expressed  the  utmost  ap- 
probation of  the  Russian  system  contained  in  the  em.press's  de- 
claration, so  exactly  calculated  and  immediately  suited  to  their 
own  views.  The  court  of  London  being  obliged  to  suppress  her 
indignation  at  an  injury  which  she  was  neither  able  to  resent  nor 
remedy,  worded  the  answer  to  the  declaration  sent  to  the  British 
envoy  at  Petersburgh,  on  the  13th  of  April,  with  the  greatest 
caution,  and  promised  to  "redress  every  hardship  that  may  hap- 
pen, in  so  equitable  a  manner  that  her  imperial  majesty  shall  be 
perfectly  satisfied,  and  acknowledge  a  like  spirit  of  justice  whicli 
she  herself  possesses."  On  the  3d  of  April  prince  Galiitzin,  th^ 
Russian  envoy  extraordinary  at  the  Hague,  remitted  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  states-general  a  memorial,  with  the  copy  of  theJ 
declaration,  inviting  their  high  .mightinesses  to  accede  to  an 
armed  neutrality,  and  acquainting  them  that  the  like  invitation 
had  been  given  to  the  courts  of  Copenhagen,  Stockholm  and 
Lisbon.  But  the  court  of  London  determined  upon  adopting 
special  measures  in  order  to  prevent  the  accession  of  the  republic 
to  the  confederacy,  and  to  induce  her  to  afford  the  succours  that 
had  been  demanded  ;  an  order  of  the  king  in  council  v/as  there- 
fore published  on  the  nth.  It  relates,  that  though  their  high 
mightinesses  had  been  strongly  called  upon  by  a  memorial  of  the 
24th  of  March,  to  grant  the  succours  stipulated  by  treaty,  they 
had  not  signified  any  intention  of  complying.  The  non-perform- 
ance of  the  stipulated  engagement  is  pronounced  a  desertion  of 
the  alliance  subsisting  between  the  tvro  countries ;  and  it  is  thence 
declared,  that  upon  every  principle  of  wisdom  and  justice,  the  re- 
public must  be  considered  on  the  same  footing  with  other  neu- 
tral states  not  privileged  by  treaty.  The  order  therefore  sus- 
pends provisionally,  and  till  further  orders,  all  the  particular  sti- 
pulations respecting  the  subjects  of  the  states-general,  contained 
in  the  several  treaties  now  subsisting.  The  publication  did  nOt 
produce  the  desired  effects.  The  different  provinces,  after  con- 
tinued deliberations,  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  it  was 

necessary 
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i^ccessauy  tor  their  high  mightinesses  to  excuse  themselves  from 
furnishing  the  succoias  claimed  by  Great- Britain  ;  that  convoys 
should  be  granted  to  protect  effecLiiaKv  all  trudinjr  ships  bcaiiji^ 
Xhe  ilag  of  the  republic,  whatever  may  be  their  caigcis,  except- 
ing only  such  goods  as  are  yaroperly  expressed  in  the  treaties  to 
be  contrabard  i  and  that  the  invitation  of  the  empress  of  Kussia 
Ghould  be  accepted  v/ith  gratitude.  They  highly  resent  in  genc^ 
ral  the  violence'Coiiunitted  upon  their  convoy  by  capt.  Fielding, 
in  the  execution  of  his  orders,  and  ihe  condemnation  of  the  ships 
and  cargoes  carried  by  him  into  ihe  British  ports. 
.  JDiiterent  transactions  now  demand  our  notice. 
.  A  convoy  of  about  'itJ  ships  sailed  troiu  Marseilles  forlhe  West- 
Indies  .under  the  care  of  the  Aurora,     lietween  8  and  9  in  the 
,4iioniing  on  tlie  iSth  of  December,  they  -were  discovered  by  the 
Prcstoiivi^eii^g.between  M'irtinico  and  St.  Lucia:  upon  her  mak- 
ing the.  signal  for  a  fleet,  the  Briiish  ships  in  Gross-Islet  Bay  slip- 
ped tijcir  cables  by  order  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker  and  cliased.  Before 
four  in  the  aUernoon  about  ten  of  the  convoy  run  themselves  on 
ihore,  and  v*cre  setoniirc  by  tiie  men  of  war's  boats.  Tlie  next: 
morning  the  Bo-reaii  vv a; engaged  with  the  French  frigate  in  Fort 
Koyaibay*.    Oji  that,   Mr,  de  ia  Motte  Pinuet  suddenly  slipped 
his  cables,  put  out  to  sea  with  three  ships,   bore  down  upon  and 
jobligcd  the  Boreas  to  sheer  off.  By  this  dexterous  manoeuvre  h6 
saved  the  Aurora  and. some  of  the  merchant  ships.     The  Frencli 
adiviiral  then  hauled  his  wind  in  good  time,  and  kept  plying  for 
the  road,  which  he  gained.    The  British,  however,  had  captured 
nine  sail,  be:-.ide  those  thev  burnt.    .Within  a  'itw  days  after  ihev 
took   three  FrencIi  frigates  of  42,    3G,    and   28  guns,  on  their 
passage  from  St.  Vincent's  to  Martinico.     On  the  20th  of  Mcircli, 
as  the    French  admiral  was  convoying  a  number  of  merchant 
ships,,  with  four  ships  of  the  line  and  a  frigate,   he  fell  in  v.-itii 
capt.  .Cornwaliis  oft  Monti  Christi,  whom  he  chased  and  came 
i.p  with  .in  the  evening,  tie  maintained  a  running  light  with  the 
British  ^hip5,  of  64,    50,   and  44  guns  during  the  whole  night. 
The  next  morning  a  general  engagcmenttook  place, which  lasted 
between  two  and  thiee  hours.     .1  he  French,  suffered  so  that  they 
were  obliged  to  lie  by  and  repair.  They  then  renewed  the  chase„ 
and  .coiUiiiued  it  during  the   night.  .  But:the  appearance  of  the 
i^ihy.man  of  war  of  64  guns,  with  two  British  frigates,   the  fol- 
bwi.ng  day,  changed  the  .face  of  affairg.    The  French  were  now 
chased  in  tm"n  for  several  houric,  ast|isy  ds^clined  co.ming  to  ac- 
tit^.     They  were  superior  in  the  sizeof  their  ships  and  the  weight 
ancL-niimber  altheir-guns  :  but  as  the  British  had  £iSh:pjiiorc,  the 
Yo.L,  UI.  I.-  adii.irat- 
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admiral  would  not  risk  the  loss  of  any  of  his  convoy,  byrenew^n 
mg  the  engagement. 

Sir  George  Rodney  was  appointed  to  the  chief  command  ii* 
the  West-Indies,  and  had  orders  toproceedin  his  way  thither, 
with  a  strong  squadron  to  the  reikf  of  Gibraltar,  which  had 
been  so  closely  blockaded  by  the  Spaniards  ever  since  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  between  them  and  the  British,  that  the 
garrison  was  reduced  to  considerable  distress,  as  well  with  respect 
to  provisions  as  to  military  and  garrison  stores.  After  being  a 
few  days  at  sea,  he  fell  in  v/itha  considerable  convoy  bound  from 
St.  Sebastian  to  Cadiz,  consisting  of  15  sail  of  merchantmen,  un* 
der  the  guard  of  a  64  gun  ship,  4  frigates  from  26  to  ^2  guns^ 
and  two  smaller  armed  vesbCiS,  The  whole  fleet  [Jan.  8.]  was 
■laken.  The  capture  v/as  exceedingly  fortunate,  much  the  greater 
part  of  the  vessels  being  laden  with  v/heat,  flour,  and  other  pro- 
vision,  the  remainder  with  bale-goods  and  naval  stores.  The  ad- 
miral  sent  the  former  to  Gibralter,  the  latter  to  Great-Britain, 
About  a  week  after  [16.]  he  fell  in  with  a  Spanish  squadron  of 
eleven  ships  of  the  line  under  Don  Juan  Langara^  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent.  The  enemy  being  much  inferior  in  force,  endeavour- 
ed to  avoid  an  engagement.  On  that  Sir  George  threw  out  the 
signal  for  a  general  chase,  with  orders  to  engage  as  the  ships 
came  up  by  rotation,  taking  at  the  same  time  the  lee  gage,  to 
prevent  the  enemy's  retreat  into  their  own  ports.  The  engage^ 
mcntwas  begun  by  the  headmiOst  ships  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
evening  :  their  fire  was  returned  by  the  Spaniards  with  great  spir- 
it and  resolution.  The  night  was  dark,  tempestuous  and  dismal^ 
and  the  fleet  being  nearly  involved  among  the  sholes  of  St,  Lucar, 
rendered  the  aspect  more  terrible.  Early  in  the  action,  the  Span- 
ish ship  San  Domingo,  of  70  guns  and  600  men  blew  up,  and 
all  on  board  perished.  The  action  and  pursuit  continued  till  tv^'o 
in  the  morning,  when  the  headmost  of  the  enemy's  line  struck 
to  Sir  George.  The  Spanish  admiral's  ship  of  80  guns,  with 
three  of  70,  were  taken,  and  carried  safely  into  port.  The  San 
Julian  of  70,  commanded  by  the  marques  de  Medina,  wastaken ;. 
the  officers  were  shifted,  and  a  lieutenant  with  70  British  seamen 
put  on  board  ;.  but  by  running  on  shore  the  victors  became  pri* 
toners.  Another  ship  of  the  same  force  was  also  taken,  and  at!- 
lerward  totally  lost  by  running  upon  the  breakers.  Two  more 
escaped  greatly  damaged,  and  two  less  so  into  Cadiz. 

The  Spanish  admiral  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry. 
He  was  himself  sorely  wounded  ;  and  before  he  struck  to  capt„ 
Macbride,  his  ship  the  Phoenix  was  nearly  a  wreck.  A  malig- 
nant kind  of  small-pox  prev^Uing  oa  bpard  the  Bieafaisant,  capt, 

Macbride^ 
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Macbrlde,  that  humane  and  brave  officer,  disdaining  to  convey 
ififectjon  even  to  an  enemy,  und  perhaps  considering  the  peculiar 
terror  with  which  it  is  regarded  by  the  Spaniards,,  and  the  gen- 
eral ill  aspect  it  bears  to  that  people,  actjuaintcd  Don  Laneara 
with  the  circumstance  and  his  own  feehngs  upon  that  subject ;  and 
at  the  same  time  offered  (lliat  so  the  danger  wiiich  would  attend 
shifting  the  prisoners  might  be  prevented)  to-trust  to  the  admi- 
ral's honor,  that  neither  his  officers  nor  men,' amounting  to  a- 
bove  seven  hundred,  should,  in  case  of  separation  or  otherwise,  in 
any  degree  interrupt  the  British  seamen  sent  on  board,  whether 
with  respect  to  navigating  the  ship,  or  defending  her  against 
whatever  enemy,  '\\\q  proposal  was  thankfully  embraced,  and 
t-Iie  conditions  strictly  adhered  to  by  the  Spanish  admiial  ,  for 
though  there  was  no  other  ship  but  the  Bienfaisant  insight,  and 
though  the  sea  and  weather  wcre'exceedingly  rough,  his  people 
gave  every  assistance  in  re~titting  the  Phoenix,  and  in  navigating 
her  to  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar, 

Sir  George  having  executed  Ills' commission  at  Gibraltar^  pro- 
ceeded about  the  middle  of  February  to  the  V/est-lndieSj  leaving 
the  bulk  of  the  fleet,  togetlicr  with  the  Spanish  prizes,  on  their 
way  to  Great-Britain  under  the  conduct  of  adm.  Digby.  The 
returning  tieet  fell  in  with  a  considerable  French  convoy,  most 
of  which  escaped^  only  the  Prothee  of  64  guns,  and  two  or  three 
vessels  laden  with  military  stores  being  taken,- 

The  Spanish  governor  of  Louisiana,  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez, 
•having  succeeded  in  his  expedition  against  the  British  settlements 
and  forces  on  the  Mississippi,  extended  his  views,  and  concerted 
a  plan  with  the  governor  of  the  Havannah,  in  pursuance  of  which 
he  was  to  be  reinforced  early  in  the  present  year,  by  a  con- 
siderable embarkation  from  that  place.  De  Galvez,  concluding 
•that  the  expected  force  was  on  its  passage,  embarked  all  the  force 
he  could  raise,  and  proceeded  on  his  expedition  under  the  convoy 
of  some  small  frio^ates  and  other  armed  vessels.  After  a  conti- 
nued  struggle  with  adverse  and  stormy  weather,  and  other  im- 
pediments for  near  a  month,  six  ships  ran  upon  a  sand  bank  ia 
the  channel  of  the  bay  of  Mobille,  three  of  which  w^ere  lost 
though  the  crews  were  saved.  The  commander  had  the  further 
mortification,  on  reviewing  his  troops,  to  find,  that  there  were 
about  800  who  had  been  shipwrecked,  and  had  saved  only  their 
persons.  The  greatest  part  of  the  whole  were  naked,  and  much 
of  the  provision,  ammunition  and  artillery  was  lost.  The  Span- 
iards bore  their  misfortunes  with  patience  ;  and  instead  of  shrink- 
ing under  discouragements,  endeavoured  to  canvect  their  loss 
into  ?,  benefit^  by  breaking  up  their  wrecked  vessds,  and  framifig 
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out  of  them  ladders  and  other  machines  necessary  for  an  escalade. 
Those  who  had  preserved  their  arma,  divided  them  with  suchas^ 
had  none,  so  as  to  make  them  the  most  useful  :  and  they  that  still 
remained  unarmed,  undertook  the  laborious  service  of  the  army.- 
De  Galvez  had  no  reason  to  repent  his  perseverance.     He  was- 
strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  four  armed  vessels  from  the  Ha- 
vannah,  with  a  part  of  the  regiment  of  Navarre  on  board.     This 
arrival,  with  a  quantity  of  artillery,  stores,  and  various  necessa- 
ries, afforded  a  sudden  renovation  of  vigor  and  life  to  every  thing. 
The  former  troops  were  speedily  reimbarked,and  after  a  freshen-, 
counter  with  new  storms,  difncu'ties  and  dangers,  the  vAunQ  were 
landed  [Feb,  25.]  within  three  leagues  of  Mobille.     Mr.  Durn-^ 
ford,  a  captain  of  engeneers,  and  lieutenant  govern-or  of  West*; 
Florida,  commanded  the  poor  garrison,  amounting  to  2S4,  in- 
cluding regulars,  royalists,  artillery  men,  seamen,  54. inhabitants; 
and  5]"  armed  negroes.     Oji  the  12th  of  March  the  Spaniards 
opened  their  battery,  consisting  of  eight  18  and  one  24  pounder. 
By  sun-set  the  garrison  hung  out  a  white  flag  ;  the  capitulation^  ~ 
liowever  was  not  signed  till  the  14th  in  the  morning,  when  they 
surrendered  prisoners  of  war.    The  surrender  appeared  ineviiable;. 
but  w^as  attended  with  circumstances  exceedingly  vexatious. to  the 
British,  General  Campbell  had  marched  from  PensacoJa,  (as  the 
Spaniards  say)  with  1100  regulars  and  someartillery  for  their  re;*- 
lief,  and  was  accompanied  by  some  Indians.  The  van  of  Camp»v 
beirs  force  was  at  no  great  distance  from  the  Spanish. camp  when  - 
the  fort  was  capituhiting  ;  and  the  Spaniards  used  the  utmost  pre- 
caution and  expedition  in  taking  possession  of  and  coveiing  them-  • 
selves  with  the  works,  that  they  might  be  secured  against  an  at*^ 
tack.     De  Galvez  boasted,  that  the  British  forces  in  ihQ  field  and  - 
garrison  were  superior  in  number  to  his  own,  and  sc-riipi^d'  not 
to  declare  openly,  that  with  the  smallest  activity  and  vigor  in  their 
works,  the  garrison   might  have  made  good  their  defence  until 
the  arrival  of  the  succour.  But  it  seems  as  though  the  lieutenant 
governor  had  not,  from  the  beginning,  the  smallest  ide:i  of  any 
attempt  being  iTiade  for  the  relief  of  the  place  ;  and  accordingly, 
on  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  he  considered  its  loss  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  and  inevitable  necessity. 

Sir  George  Rodney  arrived  at  Gross-lslct  Br.y  on  the  21th  of 
March.  The  French  admiral  de  Guichcn  havingput  to  sea  from 
Martinico  with  a  fleet  of  23  sail  of  the  line  and  a  50  gun  sln>, 
Sir  George  speedily  pursued  him  with  20  ships  of  the  iuie  ajiii 
the  Centurion.  The  French  were  brought  to  action  [April  n-jr» 
by  some  of  his  headmost  ships,  a  little  before  one  o'clock  ;  m^ 
about  the  same  hour,  he  himself,  in  the  Sandwich  pf  ?,k)  guns, 
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tnmmcnccd  (he  action  in  the  centre.     After  beating  thvcc  ships 
out  o^lhc  line,  he   was  at  length  encountred  alone  by  Mi*,  do 
Guiclien  in  the  Couronne,  of  the  same  force,  suppoited  b/  his 
two  seconds.    The  Sandwich  sustained  thx  unequal  combat  for  aii 
hour  and  a  iialf,  when  the  French  commander  with  l/is  seconds 
bore  away,  whereby  the  French  line  of  battle  was  totally  broke 
in  the  centre.  Tlie  great  distance  of  the  British  van  and  rear  from 
their  own  centre,  and  the  crippled  condition  of  several  of  thcii?' 
ships,  and  the  particlarly  dangerous  state  of  the  Sandwich,  ren- 
dered an  immediate  pursuit  iinpossible.  The  French  took  shelteu 
under  Guadaloupe,  and  Sir  George  his  .station    oft  Fore  Royal. 
In  his  public  letter  he  spoke  ofde  Guichcn  as  a  brave  ano  gallant 
officer,  andashaving  the  honor  of  being  nobly  suppoited  duriiig 
the  whole  action  ;   but  commended  none  of  the  liritisii  olhcers, 
except  those  of  the  Sandwich;  though  it  appears  from  his  list, 
that  while  the  Sandwich  had    18   killed  and   iil  wounded,  the 
Cornwall,  captain  Edwards,  had  21  killed  and  49  wounded  ;  the 
Trident,  captain   Molloy,  had  14  killed  and  26  wounded;  and 
the  Concjueror,  admiral  Rowley's  ship,  captain  Watson,  had  13 
killed  and   36  wounded:  captain  St.  John,  of  the  Intrepid,  and 
three  of  his  lieutenants  were  killed,  out  of  seven  belonging  to 
said  ship.     Sir  George  kept  his  station  for  some  time,  and  then 
j-eturned   to  St.   Lucia,     On  receiving  fresh  intelligence  of  de 
Guichen's  approach  to  the  windward   of  Martinico,  he  put  to 
sea,  and  got  sight  of.  his  fleet  the  10th  of  May.     The  French 
had  it  constantly  in  their  power  to  bring  on  an  engagement,  and 
as  constantly  avoided  it ;  but  in  the  course  of  then-  nianceuvring 
they  had  nearly  been  entangled,  and  were  sav-ed  from  a  close 
and  general  action  only  by  a  critical  shift  of  the  wind  ;   and  even 
with  that  aid,  and  all  the  sails  they  could  carry,  their  rear  was 
not  entirely  preserved  from  coniiict  about  seven  in  the  evening 
of  the  15th.     After  this  they  took  care  to  keep  at  a  greater^  dis- 
tance.    The  vigorous  efforts  of  Sir  George  so  involved  the  fleets 
on  the  l^h,  that  the  French,  for  the  preservation  of  their  rear, 
were  under   the  necessity  of  hazarding  a  partial  engagement,^ 
by  which,  having  e>itilcated  their  rear,  they4}ore  away  with  all 
ilic  sail  they  could   pr-Sbibiy  press,  and  got  into  Martinico.     S.r 
George  sent  three  of  nis  fleet  to  St.  Lucia,  and  stood  with  the  re- 
liiainder  toward  Barbadoes. 

Before  tlie  Christmas  recess  of  parliament,  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond made  a  speech  on  the  necessity  of- practising  the  most  dgid 
ceconomy,  in  order  to  extricate  the  country  from  its  many  diffi- 
culties; which  was  followed  by  a  motion  for  an  address  to  his 
majeirty,  representing  that  a  considerable  reduction  of  his  civil  lis^ 
v;culd  be  an  exaiDT^lc  well  bccumiiig  his  paternal  affection  for  his 
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people,  and  bis  ov.rn  dignity.  The  motion  was  rejected  by  a  ma~ 
jority  of  more  than  two  to  one.  Thisw^as  followed  soir;?  days 
after  by  a  successful  motion  of  lord  Shelburn,  the  purport  of 
which  was,  to  consid-er  of  the  appointment  of  a  committee  for 
inquiring  into  the  several  parts  of  thepubho  expenditure,  as  also 
of  the  reductions  or  savings  that  could  be  made  with  consistency. 
Tn  the  house  of  commons  Mr.  Burke  proposed  a  plan  of  cecono- 
Tiiy  and  reform  ;  and  gave  notice  of  his  intending  to  bring  it 
shortly  before  them,  as  abtisiness  that  was  become  indlpensable» 
Schemes  of  csconomy  and  reform  were  highiy  adapted  to  the  prc^ 
vailing  taste  of  the  nation  as  was  soon  apparent ;  for  during  the 
recess  of  parliament,  the  business  of  public  meetings,  of  petitions> 
to  the  house  of  commons,  and  of  asSv)ciation3  for  the  redress  of 
l^rievances,' was  commenced.  The  adoption  of  those  means  foi 
procuring  a  reform  in  the  executive  departments  of  the  state 
Boon  became  very  general ;  and  the  minds  of  the  public  agaili? 
agitated  and  warmed  by  these  meetings,  the  views  of  many  per- 
sons of  no  mean  v/eight  and  consequence  were  extended  still  fur- 
ther. They  gi-adua!ly  began  to  consider,  that  nothing  less  thaa^ 
shortening  the  duration  of  parliament,  and  the  obtaining  a  more 
^qual  representation  of  the  people,  could  reach  to  a  perfect  cure 
of  the  present,  and  afford  an  effectual  preservative  against  the 
return  of  similar  evils. 

The  large,  populous,  and  opulent  ccunty  of  York  led  the  way^ 
and  set  tlie  example  to  the  rest  of  the  kingdom.  A  very  nurae- 
Tous  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  gentlemen,  clergy  and  free- 
holders, including  persons  of  the  first  consideraiion  and  property, 
was  held  at  the  city  of  York  on  the  30th  of  last  December.  Their 
petition  to  the  house  of  commons  was  unanimously  agreed  upon  : 
iind  accompanied  with  a  resolution,  that  a  committee  of  sixtv-one 
gentlemen  be  appointed  to  carry  on  the  necessary  correspondence 
for  eftectually  promoting  the  object  of  the  petition  ;  and  likewise 
to  prepare  a  plan  of  an  association  on  legal  and  constituiional 
grounds,  to  support  a  laudable  reform,  anc'  suxh  other  measures 
as  may  conduce  to  restore  the  freedom  of  patl^ament. 

[Jan.7.]  The  ct)unties  of  Middlesex  and  hiits  stood  forth  as 
the  seconds  of  Yorkshire,  and  adopted  similar  nio-ures.  The  ex- 
ample was  soon  followed  by  the  county  palatine  ■:  Chester  ;  and 
5n  a  close  succession  of  time,  by  the  counties  ot  iicits,  Sussex, 
Huntingdon,  Surre^.-,  Cumberland,  Bedford,  Essex,  Somerset, 
Gloucester,  Wilts,  .Dorset,  Devon,  Norfolk,  Berks,  imcks,  Not- 
tingham, Kent,  Northumberland,  Suffolk,  Hereford,  Camibridge, 
and  Derby.  The  Welsh  counties  of  Denbigh,  Flint  and  Br^ck-^ 
Z30ck  likewise  petitionedjasdid  th'j  cities  of  London,  Westmin- 
ster/. 
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stcr,  York,  Bristol,  Gloucester  and  Hereford,  with  tlic  towns  of 
Kottingham,  Reading,  Cambridge,  Biidgewater  and  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne.  Northamptonshire  declined  petitioning,  but  voted 
rcsokitiofts  and  instructions  to  their  representatives,  including 
the  purport  of  the  petitions.  Tlie  measure  of  forming  commit- 
tees and  entering  into  associations,  was  a  great  stumbling- block 
in  some  of  the  counties,  and  was  omitted  by  several.  The  mcm^ 
l)ers  of  administration  and  men  in  ofhce,  were  not  wholly  den- 
r.ient  in  their  endeavors  to  prevent  the  county  meeting? ;  but 
-tJiey  were  generally  overborne  by  the  torrent. 

[Feb.  8.]  The  Yorkshire   petition,  subsciibed  by  upward  of 
^ight  thousand  freeholders,  was  the  first  presented.  Sir  George 
-Saville  introduced  it,  and  in  his  speech  said—''  It  was  first  moved 
in  a  meeting  of  six  hundred  gentlemen  and  upward.    In  the.halt 
where  that  petition  was  conceived,  there  was  more  property  than 
in  the  walls  of  this  house"  of  commons.     The  freeholders  com- 
-prised  within  the  compass  of  that  single  hall,  possessed  landed 
property  to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling a  year.     The  house  of  commons  [April  6.]  took  into  con- 
sideration the  petitions  of  the  people  of  England  and  Wales,  a- 
mounting  to  about  forty,  and  signed  by  above  a  hundred  thou- 
sand elec^tors.     Mr.  Dunning  opened. the  business  in  an  accurate 
iind  weighty  speech,  and  then  moved— "lliat  the  influence  of 
the   crown  has  increased,  is  increasing,  and  ought  to  be.dipi- 
nislied."     The  lord-advocate  of  Scotland,  to  obtain  a  negative, 
jnoved  an  amendment,  in  the  following  words — "That  it  is  now 
necessary  to  declare,"  the  opposition   readily  agreed  to  it,  ami 
.the  question,  thus  amended,  was  carried  by  a  majority  of -IS  — 
.233  to  215.     Mr.  Dunning  then  moved  a  second  proposition — 
-.fAThat  it  is  competent  to  this  house  to  examine  into,  and  to  cor- 
i^Qt  abuses  in  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  list  revenues,  as  well 
as  in  every  ether  branch  of  the  public  revenue,  whenever  \t  shall 
seem  exp'edient  to  the  wisdom  of  this  house  so  to   ck)— whicii 
*was  carried  without  a  division.     Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  then  moved 
-the  following  resolution— "That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  house  to  provide,  as  far  as  mav- 
be,  an  immediate  and  effectual  redress  of  thc.abusescompl.ained 
of  in  the  petitions  presented  to   this  house  from  the    diiler^t 
counties,    cities  and  towns  in  this  kingdom,"  which  was  .ear- 
ned  in  the  affirmative  without  any  apparent  dissent. 
,  The  house,  which  had  been  in  a  cummittec,  being  resumcJ, 
Mr.  Fox  moved  that  the  resolutions  should  be  immpdiaiely  re- 
ported.    IHris  was  opposed  by  the  minister,  with  ajl^the  force  hii 
yet  retain'^a  ;  but  the  stream  v/as  too  strong  to  be  resisteu.    1  be 
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Resolutions  were  severally  reported  and  received,  agreed  to  and 
confirmed  by  the  house  vrithout  u  division.  Such  was  the  com- 
plete and  decisive  victory  gained  by  the  opposition,  in  behalf  of 
the  petitions  on  that  extraordinary  and  memorable  day.  With- 
out doors,  the  foy  and  triumph  in  most  parts  of  England  was 
great  and  general;  and  perhaps  v/ould  scarcely  have  been  ex- 
ceeded on  occasion  of  the  completest  victory  over  a  foreign  enemy. 

[x'Vpril  24.]  A  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning's,  which  had  been 
postponed,  was  taken  up.  It  was  for  an  address  to  his  raajesty^^ 
requesting  that  he  would  not  dissolve  the  parliament,  nor  pro- 
rogue the  present  session,  until  proper  measures  should  betaken 
by  that  house  to  diminish  the  influence  of  tlie  crown,  and  to 
correct  the  other  evils  complained  of  in  the  petition.-;  of  the  peo- 
ple. After  great  and  long  debates,  the  motion  was  rejected  by 
a  majority  of  51 — 254!  to  203.  Thus  all  hopes  of  obtaining  any 
-ledress  for  the  people  in  that  house  was  at  an  end.  But  though 
the  freemen  of  England  could  obtain  no  relief  from  their  bur- 
dens by  a  house  of  representatives,  the  non-frcevien  of  Fran'ce 
were  relieved  by  their  grand  monarch,  who  issued  several  edicts 
for  the  better  administration  of  his  iinances,  and  tor  the  sup- 
pression of  divers  places  and  offices. 

The  commmittee  in  London  for  raising  and  applving  monies 
for  the  relief  of  the  American  prisoners,  began  in  March  to  caii 
upon  the  public  afresh,  for  new  subscriptions,  as  the  war  con- 
tinned  beyond  expectation  ;  the  same  was  readily  made.  Many 
individuals  exhibited  a  compassion  and  liberality  to  the  Ameri- 
cans that  does  honor  to  human  nature. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  Don  Joseph  vSolano  sailed  from  Cadiz 
with  12  ships  of  the  line  and  several  frigates,  and  convoyed  a 
fleet  of  83  transports,  h-aving  eight  regiments  of  Spanish  infari^ 
try,  of  two  battalions  each,  and  a  considerable  train  of  artillery 
on  boar.;  ;  the  whc^le  land  force,  including  100  engineers,  a- 
inounted  to  11,460  effective  men.  They  are  to  join  the  French 
in  the  West-Indies ;  and  in  that  case  will  bring  the  British  ficets 
and  islands  into  the  most  imminent  danger.  Jamaica  is  general- 
ly supposed  to  be  the  first  and  principal  object. 

in  the  beginning  of  June,  the  cities  of  London  and  Westmin- 
ster were  convulsed  from  end  to  end  by  some  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary risings  that  ever  happened.  When  the  law  for  relieving 
the  English  Roman  Catholics  was  passed,  \n  May  1778,  a  number 
of  persons  in  Scotland,  actuated  by  a  mistaken  zeal,  associated  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  called  themselves 
a  protestant  associatioju  at  the  head  of  which  was  a  lord  George 
Gordon.  The  associators  became  so  formidable,  that  the  Scotch 
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j^apfsts  were  {greatly  alarmed,  and  begged  lliat  the  laws  relating 
to  tlieai  Wight  not  be  aucrcd.  The  success  whieh  had  atlenJed  the 
associatioa  ill  NorUi-lJiitain,  mjght  give  the  liint  for  forming  ;i 
similar  one  in  London,  to  those  wiiosc  jealousy  for  the  Protestant 
interest  was  inereascd  by  the  apparent  growtJi  of  i'opcry,  which 
of  late  years  had  been  esteemed  very  considerable.  A  society.ac- 
cordingly  was  formed  in  the  metropolis,  which  in  a  few  months 
^gathered  gi^at  consequence  from  the  numbers  that  professed  their 
iidhcrence  to  the  cause  it  .supported,  and  lord -George  Gordon 
was  elected  president,  'i  ho  tirst  object  of  the  association,  after  a 
committee  liad  been  chosen,  was  to  draw  up  3.nd  present  a  peti- 
tion to  the  house  of  commons,  requesting  a  rcpciil  of  the  above 
law.  The  petition  was  publicly  advertised  to  be  signed  by  all 
who  approved  of  it.  The  alarm  which  the  act  gave  had  reached. 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  similar  petitions  came  from 
jnany  of  them,  most  of  which  were  presented  to  the  house  by  lord 
George.  The  associators  met  [May  29.]  at  Coachmakcr's  hill, 
when  the  president  addressed  them  for  half  an  hour.  His  speech 
was  received  with  the  loudest  acclamations,  on  which  his  lord- 
ship mcved  the  following  resolution — '''ihat  the  whole  body 
of  the  Protestant  association  do  attend  in  St.  Gcorge's-iields  on 
Jb'rid^y  next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  accompany  his 
lordship  to. the  house  of  commons  on  the  delivery  of  the  Pro- 
testant petition,  which  was  carried  unanimously.  His  lordship 
then  informed  them,  that  if  he  was  attended  by  lc^>s  than  :;o,000 
men  on  the  appointed  day,  he  would  not  present  their  petition. 
He  also  directed  that  they  should  be  formed  in  four  divisions, 
three  of  which  were  to  answer  to  their  beiouinn^^  either  to  Lon- 
don,  to  Westminster  or  Southwark,  the  fourth  was  to  be  con-;  - 
posed  wholly  of  his  own  countrymen  the  Scotch,  resident  in  Lon- 
don and  its  environs.  'I'o  prevent  mistakes,  the  whole  were  to 
he  distinguished  by  blue  cockades. 

[June  2.  J  The  grand  divisions  of  the  associators  behig  drawn 
by  different  routes  from  the  rendezvous,  filled  the  ways  through 
which  they  marched  in  ranks,  with  a  multitude  that  excited  vyon- 
der  an.d  alarm.  When  arrived  at  the  place  of  destination,  thev 
occupied  the  streets  and  avenues  to  both  houses,  and  soon  began 
to  C(;mpel  the  m.cmbers  to  cry  out — "  no  Popery,"  to  wear  blue 
jcockades,  and  some  to  promise  their  assistance  for  the  repeal  of 
the  new  Popery  act,  as  they  called  it.  Upon  the  appearance  of 
the  prelates  and  court  lords,  their  violence  increased  to  the  liigli- 
C3t  pitch,  and  several  of"  them  were  treated  with  the  greatest  in- 
dign^tijcs;  the  lives  cf  two  were  in  imminent  danger.  Itjs  im- 
possible, to  describe  the  astonishment,  sense  of  degradation,  horroc 
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and  dismay  which  prevailed  in  both  houses.  Meanwhile  lord 
George  Gordon  having  obtained  leave  to  bring  up  the  petition, 
afterward  moved  for  its  being  taken  into  consideration.  This 
brought  on  a  debate,  and  the  associators  being  in  possession  of  the 
lobbv,  the  commons  were  kept  confined  for  several  house  before 
they'could  divide  on  the  question.  The  arrival  of  the  magistrates 
and  guards  having  removed  the  impediment,  it  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  196  to  6  only.  Before  the  rising  of  the  house,  seve- 
ral parlies  filed  oit,  and  proceeded  to  the  demolition  of  the  in- 
sides  of  the  chapels  belonging  to  the  Sardinian  and  Bavarian  mi- 
nisters. The  commons  adjourned  to  the  6th  ;  but  the  lords  met 
on  the  following  day,  and  agreed  on  an  address,  requesting  the 
ki-ng  to  give  immediate  orders  for  prosecuting  the  authors  and 
abettors  of  the  outrages.  On  the  fourth  the  mob  assembled  in 
and  about  Moorfields,  and  repeated  their  outrages  on  a  Romish 
chapel  and  school  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  military  were 
present,  having  been  sent  for  ;  but  the  lord  mayor,  through  timi- 
dity, would  neither  order  them  to  act,  nor  venture  to  interfere 
with  the  civil  power  that  attended  him.  Toward  the  evening  of 
the  next  day,  different  parties  collected  and  attacked  various 
houses.  Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  at  night,  a  large  body 
assembled  before  Sir  George  Saville's  house,  and  after  breaking 
all  the  windows,  stripped  it  of  the  most  valuable  furniture, 
which  they  burnt  before  tlie  door.  They  dispersed  on  the  ar- 
rival of  a  party  of  horse. 

[June  6.]  About  two  hundred  members  had  the  courage  to 
make  their  v/ay  into  the  house,  through  the  vast  crowds  that  fill- 
ed the  streets,  and  that  were  interlaced  and  surrounded  by  large 
detachments  of  the  niilitary  on  foot  and  horseback.  They  passed 
some  resolutions  ,  but  intelligence  being  received  of  the  conliagra* 
tions  which  were  commenced  in  the  city,  a  hasty  adjournment 
took  place.  Some  of  the  lords  met,  but  soon  adjourned  to  the 
12th.  It  was  observed  of  the  mob  which  surrounded  the  parliament 
house  this  day,  that  it  consisted  of  different  persons  from  those 
V/-ho  attended  the  petition  on  Friday,  being  composed  almost 
wholly  of  men  and  boys  of  the  lowest  rank.  Early  in  the  after- 
noon the  keeper  of  Newgate  was  informed  by  a  small  party,  that 
the  jail  would  be  forced  open,  if  tlie  rioters  confined  in  it  were  not 
released  at  a  certain  hour  when  applied  for.  He  acquainted  his- 
civil  superiors  with  it,,  who  neglected  the  precaution  of  sending  a. 
few  armed  m,en,  who,  with  a  sufficient  stock  of  powder  and  ball,» 
might,  from  the  top  of  the  prison-v/alls,  have  defended  it  ugainst 
all  the  rioters.  About  seven  in  the  evening,  tliey  came  and  de- 
inanded  the  release  of  their  cojiarades,.  which  not  being  com- 
plied 
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plied  with,  llicy  took  all  the  jailer's  furniture,  pitcd  it  before  the 
prison  door,  and  burned  it;  they  also  lired  his  house,  carried 
off  their  comrades  in  triumph,  set  at  iiberiy  ah  the  other  prison- 
ers, to  tlic  number  of  about  :jOO,  and  lired  the  inside  of  the  jail, 
which  was  wholly  consumed.  They  afterward  went  to  New- 
prison  Clcrkenwell,  and  to  Clerkenweli  BridewciJ,  and  released 
the  several  prisoners  at  these  places.  From  the  moment  that  the 
great  number  of  prisoners  was  let  loose,  the  spiritof  the  de}>re- 
,tiations  took  a  different  turn.  Religion  was  no  longer  the  sole 
subject  of  resentm.ent;  the  jails,  the  police  and  plunder,  were 
also  incentives.  A  party  appeared  before  justice  Fielding's  house 
about  midniglit,  and  breaking  into  every  room,  seized  all  they 
could  meet  with,  brought  tiie  same  into  the  street,  and  making 
three  fires  the  whole  was  consumed.  Anoliier  party  went  to 
lord  Mansfield's ;  all  the  furniture,  liis  lordship's  invaluable  pa- 
pers and  library  of  books,  his  pictures,  and  every  moveable,  was 
brought  into  the  street  and  burnt,  after  which  the  house  itself 
was  set  on  tire.  A  party  of  the  guards  fired  on  the  mob  several 
times,  and  a  few  were  killed  and  several  v/ounded  ;  but  tlie  con- 
flagration was  not  thereby  prevented,  nor  would  the  rioters  dis- 
perse till  the  destruction  was  completed.  Many  other  houses 
l>eionging  to- Papists,  were  also  destroyed. 

The  directors  of  the  Bank  took  the  precaution  to  obtain,  ia 
time,  a  party  of  soldiers  to  secure  that  grand  repository  of  the 
national  treasure ;  which  was  a  happy  circumstance,  as  the  at- 
tention of  the  mob  was  invited  toward  it  by  a  paragraph  in  on^ 
of  the  public  papers,  mentioning  that  the  papists  had  carried  all 
their  plate  to  the  Bank  for  security;  though  this  was  false,  the 
assertion  was  calculated  to  produce  the  same  effects  as  if  true» 
It  is  said  that  the  oflicer  who  commanded  the  soldiers,  was  jea- 
lous whether  he  could  depend  upon  them  in  case  of  an  emer- 
gency, because  of  their  being  chieiiy  Scotch,  and  possessing  the 
rational  bigotry  of  their  country  against  the  act  for  relieving  the 
Papists.  He  was  glad  when  freed  from  his  apprehensions  by 
the  arrival  of  the  mititia  in  the  metropolis. 

[June  7.]  The  house  of  commons  met  at  twelve,  but  instantly- 
adjourned  to  the  19th.  Though  the  military  were  pouring  into 
the  town  on  every  side,  the  mob  continued,  even  during  the  day- 
time, in  different  parties.  In  the  evening  and  night,  the  capital 
exhibited  such  a  dreadful  spectacle  of  calamity  and  liorror,  and 
experienced  such  real  danger,  terror  and  distress,  as  it  had  never 
before  known.  A  vast  number  of  rioters  assembled  before  the 
Fleet  prison  in  the  evening  and  set  lire  to  its  different  apartments^ 
'S»Q  that  it  was  wholly  cor.samed.   A  piirtj  v/cnt  from  thence  aad 

burnt 
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burnt  the  distilleries  and  dv/ellings  of  Mr.  Langdale,  in  HolboriTa 
who  was  a  Roman  Catholic.  The  flames  coimm-anicated  to  a 
number  of  adjacent  houses,  which  were  also  consumed.  Ano- 
ther party  repaired  to  the  King's-Bench  prison,  which  was  burn-* 
ed,  after  the  prisoners  had  removed  their  eifects.  A  ditferent 
party,  that  had  assembled  to  the  east  of  the  city,  and  had  burnt 
some  houses  in  Whitecross-strcet,  Houndsditch,  &:c.  proceed- 
ed into  it,  and  down  Threadneedle-street,  with  an  intent  of  at- 
tacking the  Bank,  but  were  fired  upon  by  the  soldiers,  who  kill- 
ed several,  and  drove  the  rest  back.  Government  observing 
that  the  magistracy  of  the  city  did  not  exert  themselves  in  sup- 
pressing the  riots  (though  individuals  united  in  forming  a  milita- 
ry association,  which  was  of  service)  orders  were  issued  froni 
the  adjutant-general's  office,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  the 
king's  council,  for  the  miilitary  to  act  without  waiting  for  direc- 
tions from  the  civil  magistrates,  and  to  use  force  for  dispersing  the 
illegal  and  tumultuous  assemblies  of  the  people.  When  ones 
the  troops  began  to  act  with  vigor,  agreeable  to  these  orders,  the 
different  mobs  were  speedily  suppresGcd  and  the  rioters  scatter-^ 
ed.  But  in  the  effecting  of  this  service  210  were  killed  and  24S 
v/ounded,  75  of  whom  have  died  in  hospitals. 

During  the  night,  the  city  was  beheld  from  one  spot,  as  re-^ 
ported,  blazing  in  36  different  parts.  Some  of  these  confiagrar 
tions  were  truly  tremendous  from  their  magnitude.  Of  these, 
the  burning  remains  of  Newgate,  the  King's-Bench  prison,  the 
liew  Bridewell  in  St.  George's-fxclds,  the  Fleet-prison,  and  the 
houses  and  great  distilleries  of  Mr.  Langdale,  presented  specta?- 
eles  of  the  most  dreadful  nature.  ^  The  natural  darknes  of  the 
night,  the  gleam  of  the  distant  fires,  the  dreadful  shouts  of  the 
riotc.s  in  different  quarters,  the  frequent  wrings  of  the  soldiers, 
and  the  groans  of  the  dying,  formed  altogether  a  scene  so  dread* 
fui  that  no  description  can  easily  reach. 

London,  the  next  day  [June  8.]  presented  in  many  places 
the  image  of  a  city  recently  stormed  and  sacked.  All  business 
was  at  an  end  ;  houses  and  shops  were  shut  up  ;  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, other  public  buildings,  and  the  streets,  were  possessed 
and  occupied  by  the  troops;  ruins  were  still  burning  and  smoak- 
ing ;  and  a  dreadful  void  and  silence  reigned  v/her&  scenes  of  the 
greatest  hurry  and  noise  and  business  were  habitual.  From  this 
day  the  riots  were  totally  at  an  end,  and  every  thing  remained 
quiet.  A  number  of  persons  were  taken  up;  and  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  the  10th,  lord  George  Gor- 
don v/as  secured,  conveyed  to  the  I-lorsc-GuardSj  and  belwecu 
nine  and  ten,  conducted  to  tiic  Tcwcr, 

The 
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The  news  of  the  taking  of  Charleston  arrived  [J'^:ne  15. J 
very  oppoviLinely  for  ministry  a  few  days  aficr,  and  served  in  ii 
consi'Jeiablc  degree  to  erase  the  memory  ot  past  disappointment?, 
ijnd  to  revive  all  the  sanguine  hopes  of  a  speedy  subjugation  of 
the  United  States.  But  it  did  not  prevent  administration's  bein^ 
severely  censured  on  account  of  the  preceding  disturbances.  The 
mischiefs  that  had  happened  were  charged  to  theii*  neglect  an(f 
delay  in  not  calling  forth  the  civi]|povver  in  time,  and  in  not: 
employing  the  military  unlil  it  Vv^as  too  late.  The  censure  passed 
upon  them  was  amply  counterbalanced  by  other  effects  that  the? 
•rots  produced.  The  scenes  of  enormity  exhibited  by  the  rioters 
struclc  all  men  with  horror  ;  aud  inspiring  a  prevailing  dread  of 
r.op'jlar  meetings,  however  peaceable  or  legal,  threw  a  general 
damp  on  all  endeavois  whatever  for  reformation.  Thus  the 
cause  of  ministry  was  eventually  strengthened  by  a  most  disgrace- 
ful tumult,  which  for  a  while  appeared  to  threaten  the  subver- 
sion of  all  government. 

Notwithstanding  Sir  George  Rodney's  success  in  January,  the 
siege  of  Gibralter  has  been  continued.  The  vigilance  and  indus- 
try of  the  Spaniards,  in  their  endeavours  to  cut  ofx' all  relief  by 
sea,  were  redoubled  and  the  diihculty  of  supplying  the  garrison 
was  continaily  increasing.  They  attempted  by  means  of  seven 
fire-ships,  to  burn  the  Panther  and  Experiment  men  of  war,  and 
a  royal  sloop  that  lay  in  the  bay  ;  of  which  the  British  command- 
ers had  not  the  smallest  notice,  till  they  were  alarmed  at  one  in 
the  morning  of  June  the  Ith,  by  the  approaching  flames  of  the 
burning  vessels.  The  captains,  with  the  most  immediate  pre- 
sence of  mind,  instantly  manned  their  boats,  and  the  ofticers  and 
seamen,  with  their  usual  intrepidity,  met  and  grappled  the  tire- 
ships  ;  and  then,  amid  the  bursting  of  shells,  and  the  horrors  of 
a  scene  teeming  whh  destruction,  boldly  towed  them  ofr,  2\\d 
ran  them  on  different  parts  of  the  shore,  afier  much  labor  ^nd 
cxpence  had  been  bestowed  upon  their  equipment. 

The  empress  of  Russia,  having  accompanied  the  great  duke 
j;nd  duchess  on  their  way  to  make  the  tour  of  Europe,  poceed- 
rd,  according  to  a  concerted  appointment,  to  Mokilow  m  Polajid, 
where  she  liad  an  interviev/  with  the  emperor  of  Germany  in  the 
month  of  June.  After  some  stay  there,  the  emperor  accompani- 
-  d  the  Czarina  on  her  return  to  Petersburgh.  When  he  had 
ontinucd  for  a  while  in  that  city,  he  returned  to  Vienna,  and 
.vas  visited  by  the  prince  royal  of  Prussia.  The  king  of  Sweden. 
iviade  a  visit  about  ihe  same  time  to  Holland. 

Adm.  Geary  sailed  from  Spithead  early  in  June  with  2S  ships 
of  tlic  line,  and  was  afterward  jcii-ved  by  live  or  six  more  ;  b^it' 
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he  was  notintur.e  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the  French  fi^et 
from  Brest  with  tlie  Spaniards  at  Cadiz,  by  v/hich  the  two  na* 
lions  had  acquired  such  a  superiority  as  affords  them  the  appa-» 
rent  doiiiinion  of  the  European  seas.  The  admiral,  however^ 
on  the  4th  of  July,  fcii  in  witii  a  rich  convoy  from  Port-au- 
Prince,  of  which  he  toeii  12  merchantmen,  the  re^t  with  the 
ships  of  war,  escaped. 

[July  16.]  The  Belle  Poule  frigate,  coramanded  by  the  cbe^ 
valier  Kergariou,  was  taken  by  the  Nonsuch  of  64  guns,  Sir 
James  Wallace  captain,  after  an  obstinate  defence  of  more  thaa 
tv^o  hours.  I'he  chevalier  and  24  men  were  killed ;  and  about 
40  wounded. 

Mr.  John  Adams,  and  Mr.  Francis  Dana  his  secretary,  arrived" 
in  Spain  about  the  middle  of  last  December,  after  a  very  narrow 
escape.     The  frigate  on  board  of  which  they  were  it  was  thought 
vvouid  have  foundered  at  sea  in  less  than  48  hours  more.     After  a 
;short  stay  they  proceeded  to  France,     Mr.  Adams  Is  now  at  Am- 
sterdam, where  he  v/iii  undoubtedly  employ  his  abilities  in  for- 
warding a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  United  Provinces  of 
Holland  and  the  United  Stales  of  America,  which  has  been  in  a- 
gitation  now   near  two  years.      As  Mr,  "SVilliam  L-ee,  whom 
congress  had  appointed  commissioner  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Berlin,  was  on  his  way  to  the  last  city,  Vv'ith  his  secretary,  Mr. 
Samuel  W.  Stockton,  he  accidentally  put  up  at  an  hocel  in  Aix- 
ila-Chapelle,  where  Mr.  John  de  Neufviile  happened  to  be,  who 
liearing  of  them,  and  learning  that  they  were  Americans  joined 
conipany  with  them.     Mr.  de  Neufviile  discoursed  upon  the  sub^ 
ject  of  a  commercial  treaty.     Mr.  Lee  had  no  powers  to  negoci- 
ate  or  sign  any  thing  of  the  kind  with  the  province  or  states  of 
Holland  ;  but  he  and  his  secretary  agreed  betvveen  themselves, 
xhat  the  measure  should  be  ventured  upon,  could  it  be  executed 
as  they  had  no  doubtof  its  meeting  with  the  approbation  of  con- 
gress.    Mr.  de  Neufviile  consulted  Mr.  Van  Berkel,  the  coun- 
sellor and  pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  and  having  received  his  di- 
rections, proceeded  to  sign,  on  the  4th  of  September  1788,  the 
plan  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  as  destined  to  be  con- 
cluded herealier  between  the  states  of  Holland  and  the  United 
cjtatcs  of  America.     Mr.  de  Neufviile,  being  properly  authorized 
by  the  regency  of  Amsterdam,  further  engaged,  that  as  long  as 
America  should  not  act  contrary  to  the  interest  of  the  states  of     \ 
Holland,  the  city  of  Amsterdam  wcuid  never  adopt  any  measure 
that  might  tend  to  oppose  the  interest  of  America,  but  would,  oa 
the  contrary,  use  all  its  inlluence  upon  the  states  of  the  Seven 
"Onitcd  Provinces  of  Holland,  to  eifcct  the  desired  connc<:tiom.  ^ 

Though 
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Though  several  copies  o^  the  plan  were  ciriy  sent  to  Air.crlc.i, 
and  the  whole  bu.sinc:vS  has  been  tor  soaie  time  known  to  many, 
yet  it  appears  to  be  still  coHcealed  honi  the  Liiitish  ad[nirli;.lra^ 
rion  ;  while  it  is  evidently  dilFercnt  with  respect  to  sonfie  of  their 
coLinciis.  Mr.  Adam^.  wrote  to  conpjrcss  from  Amsterdam,  on 
the  23d  of  August — "  Orders  are  sciitto  prosecute  the  war  with 
vi2;or  in  North-Carolina  and  Virginia,  the  ensuing  fall,  winter 
and  spring.  Britain  will  yicltl  to  |*"rance  and  Spain  very  great 
things  to  carry  her  poiiit  against  iVmcrica ;  but  all  will  not  do. 
France  and  Spain  are  now  responsible  for  their  conduct  to  the 
lest  of  Europe  ;  besides,  the  separation  from  America  to  Eng- 
land, is  an  object  of  more  pressing  importance  than  any  con- 
cessions England  can  make  them." 


Ro  r bury y  January  11,  1731, 

np*HE  miiitary  operations  in  South-Carolina  require  an  immcv 
il.  diatc  detaih  Col.  Sumpter,  at  the  head  of  his  party,  made 
a  spirited,  though  unsuccessful  attack  on  the  British  post  at 
Rocky-mount  on  the  30th  of  July.  He  marched  in  quest  of  o- 
ther  royal  detachments  without  delay,  and  on  the  7th  of  August, 
succeeded  in  an  attack  on  their  post  at  the  lianging-rock,  where 
was  a  considerable  force  of  regulars  and  tories.  The  prince  <xf 
Wales's  regiment,  which  defended  the  place,  was  nearly  anni- 
hilated ;  and  a  large  body  of  tories  that  had  advanced  from  North- 
Carolina,  under  colonel  Brian,  was  completely  dispersed.  CoL 
Sumpter's  party  v/as  so  short  of  ammunition,  that  when -the  ac- 
tion commenced,  not  a  man  of  it  had  more  than  ten  bullets.  Ii\ 
the  latter  part  of  the  light,  the  arms  and  ammunition  taken  iron> 
the  British  and  tories  who  fell  in  the  bcgiiiing,  were  turned  a- 
gainst  their  associates. 

It  being  known  that  an  American  army  was  marching  from 
the  northward  for  the  relief  of  tiieir  southern  brethren,  the  whig 
militia  on  the  extremities  of  the  state,  foramcd  themselves  int<> 
small  parties,  under  leaders  of  their  own  choice,  and  at  times  at- 
tacked detachments  of  the  British  army,  butmost  frequently  those 
of  their  own  countrymen,  who  were  turning  out  as  a  royal  militia^ 
These  Ameiicin  parties  severally  acted  from  tliair  ow;v  impulse^ 

and 
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and  set  themselves  to  oppose  the  British,  without  cither  ^e 
•knowledge  of  each  other's  motions,  or  any  pre-concerted  genera^ 
phn.  Colonel  Williams,  of  the  di»strict  of  Ninety-Six,  was.pam 
licularly  indefatigable  in  collecting  and  animating  the  friends  of 
congress  in  that  settlement,  and  with  tliese  he  frequently  har*- 
rasscd  the  conquerors. 

A  considerable  number  of  North-Carolina  militia  took  the 
field,  and  agreed  to  rendezvous  at  Anson  court-house  on  the  20tlj 
t)f  July,  that  they  might  be  in  readiness  to  co-operate  with  the 
continental  army.  On  the  approach  of  the  Americans,  major 
JV'PArthur,  who  commanded  on  the  Pedee,  called  in  his  detach- 
iTicnts,  abandoned  his  post  on  the  Cheraw-hiii,  and  marched  di- 
rectly to  join  the  main  body  of  the  royal  army  at  Camden.  Qa 
the  day  the  British  relinquished  this  part  of  the  country,  the  in- 
habitants, distressed  by  their  depredations,  and  disgusted  w'itli 
their  conduct,  generally  took  arms.  Lord  Nairne  and  106  Bri- 
tish invalids,  going  down  the  Pcdce,  were  made  prisoner§,by  a 
piirty  of  the  Americans,  commanded  by  major  Thomas,  wli^ 
had  been  lately  received  as  loyal  subjects.  A  large  boat  comingx 
vip  from  George-town,  well  stored  with  necessaries  for  major 
M'Arthur's  party,  w^as  seized  for  the  use  of  the  An^erican  army. 
All  the  new  made  British  militia  officers,  excepting  col.  Mills, 
were  made  prisoners  by  their  own  men.  The  retreat  of  tl>€; 
British  from  their  out-posts  to  Camden,  and  the  advance  of  the 
American  army,  joined  to  the  impoHtic  conduct  of  th^  conquc^ 
lors  toward  their  new  subjects,  concurred  to  produce  a  general 
levoit  in  favor  of  congress. 

On  the  28th  of  July  (the  day  after  the  American  army,  en-- 
camped  at  Spink's  farm,  on  the  road  to  Camden)  coL  Otho  H* 
Williams  repeated  to  general  Gates  the  advice  he  had  given  iri 
substance  to  baron  de  Kaib  more  than  a  fortnight  before;  whick 
was  to  deviate  from  the  direct  road  to  Cam.den — to  order  geu:, 
Caswell  to  join  him  at  the  mouth  of  Rocky-Rivcr,  on  Pedee,  and 
from  thence  to  send  his  heaw  ba'<c;ac;e,  w^omen  and  invalids  to 
Salisbury  (a  day's  march  higher  up  the  country)  and  there  esta- 
blish an  hospital  and  magazines — to  march  all  his  effective  troops 
from  the  mouth  of  Rocky-River  to  Charlotte,  where  a  maga- 
zine, hospital,  and,  if  necessary,  an  armory  might  be  secure- 
ly established — and  from  Charlotte  to  march  by  way  of  Wax- 
haws  toward  Camden.  By  this  route  the  army  might  have  pror 
ceeded  without  impediment,  through  a  w^ell  cultivated  country, 
whose  inhabitants  were  attached  to  the  common  cause.  Maga- 
zines and  hospitals  might  have  been  established  in  the  rear,  secure 
from  surprise,  and  directly  v.pcn  the  old  trading  road  from  Phi- 
ladelphia 
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V.delphiii  to  C!iarlcstovvn,  by  which  the  supplies  from  the  north 
might  have  followed  the  army  wilhoL.l  danger.  Not  only  so,  but 
the  aiTny  would  have  been  followed  by  Rainerous  bands  offaith- 
fol  friends,  able  and  willing  both  to  furnish  supplic.  and  to  assist 
v/ltharms,  instead  of  being  encompassed  with  a  host  (>f  lu<T::tive  to- 
)  ies,  whose  poverty  afforded  no  subsistence,  and  whc;L.<;  pei-fidy 
prevented  secrecy.  A  council  was  called  upon  the  occasion  \  but 
the  opinion  did  not  prevail :  The  first  motives  prenondcratctl,  and 
t^ie  army  pursued  the  direct  route  for  Camden,  it  was  joiiicd  by 
licut.  col.  Portcrficld,  an  ufHccr  of  distinguished  merit,  with  about 
100  Virginia  soldiers.  He  had  by  his  sinGi;ular  address  and  good 
conduct,  found  meanvS,  not  only  to  avoid  the  hapless  fate  of  the 
Qther  corps  which  had  retreated  after  the  surrender  of  Ci^arles- 
ton  ;  but  to  subsist  his  men,  and  keep  up  the  semblance  of  a  pos- 
session of  that  part  of  South  Carolina. 

The  army  soon  felt  the  scarcity  of  provisions  ;  and  their  fatigue, 
fasting  and  repeated  disappointments  as  to  supplies,  so  exasperated 
them,  that  their  murmurs  became  very  audible.  The  as})ect  of  mu- 
tiny was  almost  in  every  countenance  ;  but  as  there  was  no  object 
to  be  seized  upon  or  sacrificed,  the  conciliating  arguments  of  the 
otneers,  who  shared  the  calamity  without  discrimination,  induceci 
the  soldiers  to  forbear  and  rely  upon  legal  expedients  and  a  good 
providence  for  succour.  The  principle  means  of  subsistence  found 
on  the  march  were  lean  cattle  accidentally  picked  up  in  the  woods. 
Meal  and  flower  were  so  very  scarce,  that  tlie  whole  aniiy  was 
obliged  to  make  use  of  green  corn  and  peaches,  as  the  best  sub- 
stitutes for  bread  the  country  afForde-d.  Dysenteries  auiicted  the 
troops  in  consequence  of  such  diet.  It  was  however  the  ieas-t  of 
two  €vi!s.  They  had  n^)  other  relief  from  famin>e,  which,  added 
to  the  intense  heat  of  the  season,  and  unhealthiness  of  the  climate, 
threatened  destruction  to  the  army.  Starjation  became  a  cant 
term  upon  the  occasion.  Perhaps  the  burlesque  introduced  by  the 
ignorance  of  some  and  the  policy  of  others,  to  show  a  contempt 
for  their  sufferings,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  r(;soliitc  stout- 
ness that  now  discovered  itself. 

In  the  afternoon  <jfthe5th  of  vVugust,  the  American  general  was 
informed  from  general  Caswell,  that  he  meant  to  surprise  or  at- 
tack a  post  of  the  enemy,  on  UttleLynch's creek,  '"fhis  made  Gates 
the  more  anxious  for  a  junction,  as  he  apprehended  some  injudi- 
cious adventure  might  deprive  him  of  tiie  assistance  which  the 
militia  were  capable  of  affording.  The  next  morning  intelli- 
gence arrived  from  the  same  authority,  which  increased  his  anxi- 
ety to  a  painful  degree  ;  it  v^as,  that  tiie  enemyjust  mentioned, 
meditated  an  attack  upon  tiie  iiiilitia  in  their  encampment.  Sucha 
VpL,  ill,  JL  shew 
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show  of  enterprise,  and  such  marks  of  intlmidiition — such  a  con-.' 
traiiety  of  inleiitions  and  apprciiension^  p..rp!exed  ilie  comuianA 
ding  officer,  and  made  the  junction  still  more  desirable.  Gate* 
therefore  gave  orders  for  the  troopa  to  clean  theh'  arms  and  to 
have  ever/  thing  ready  for  action  ;  -^nd  tiien  proceeded  with  hi* 
deputy  adjutant  general  and' aids  to  ilic  encampment  of  the  miP 
5tia,  whom  lie  found  to  be  a  fine  Oody  oiinen,  deficient  oniv  in- 
discipline and  military  arrangements.  \Vhether  Casweli  found 
his  vanity  gratiiied  in  a  separate  con:niand,  oi  Vv'i'^iied  to  precipi- 
tate the  army  into  an  action  with  the  e/icmy,  vv^as  not  discovera- 
ble :  the  fact  is,  he  postponed  a  junction  until  he  saw  the  per- 
plexity and  danger  in  v/hich  his  ambition  or  indiscretion  had  in- 
volved the  army.  When  it  Vv^as  too  late  for  measures  to  be  thail* 
ged,  he  complied  more  through  necessity  than  inchnaliun. 

At  Dccp-creck  [Aug.  6.]  the  troops  received  a  supply  of  goodi? 
beef,  and'haif  a  pound  of  Indian  corn  meal  per  man.  They  eat 
their  mess  ;.drankof  the  stream  contentedly  ;  and  the  next  day 
with  great  cheerfulness  marched  to  the  Cross-roadSy  where  they 
"Were  joined  by  the.  militia,  and  the  whole  were  encamped  toge- 
ther. A  good  understanding  appeared  to  subsist  among  the  offi- 
cers  of  all  ranks,  and  the  common  soldiers  vied  with  each  other  ia 
supporting  their  spirits  and  despising  their  fatigues,  which  tbcyap-^ 
peared  to  forget. 'Xhe  expectation  of  this  junction  had  induced 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  on  Lynch's  creek  f^  retire 
the  day  before, 'under  the  mask  of  offensive  operations^  ivhich 
caused  the  alarm  above  related. 

Being  nov/  in  a. country  of  Pine-barrens,  extensive  sand-hills, 
and  impenetrable  sv.amps,  unable  to  collect  provisions  and  forage, 
from  tlie  lower  and  more  fertile  parts  of  the  country,  which  were 
covered  by  the  enemy's  advanced  posts,  the  army  could  not  re- 
main m.orethana  day  in  this  situation,  though  a  large  reinforce- 
ment of  militia  from  Virginia  was  expected  every  hour.  ^  Gates 
therefore  pressed  forv/ard  ;  and  finding  the  enemy  disposed,  to  dis- 
pute his  passage  of  Lynch's  creek,  while  he  kept  up  an  appearance- 
of  taking  thit  re  ute,  he  marched  the  army  by  the  righttowardCler- 
mont  (better  known  by  the  name  of  l\ugeley's  mills)  where  the 
enemy  had  a  smah  garrison.  His  intentions  being  discovered,  both- 
posts  were  abandoned  with  somepecipitation  on  the  1 1th,  the  of- 
ficers fearing  eitjier  that  their  march  to  Camden  would  be  inter- 
cepted, or  that  they  should  be  attacked  on  their  retreat.'  Lord 
Rawdon,  who  commanded  the  advanced  posts  of  the  British  army, 
assembled  all  his  forces  at  Camden,  and  suffered  general  Gates,. 
without  any  material  interruption,  to  conduct  his  army  to  Cler- 
2«Oiit„about  JU>.  miles,  from  Camden,  where  his  troops  encamped 
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on  the  I3lh.  'T"hc  ncvt  d;iv  l)rignc]ier-<;cnfral  Stevens  arrived 
with  Li  rc3pcctablc  reinioRciMentoi"700  Virginia  mililia.  Ancx- 
press  also  airivtd  thf  .Kiinc  day  iVomcol.  .SLiUipttT,  who  reported 
to  Gates,  tliat  a  huiyiU.t  of  llic  Soulh-Caiohtut  mililia  had  join- 
ed him  on  t'le  Avcst  side,  of  the  WaLeree,  and  that  an  cseort  of 
clothing,  ammunition,  and  other  stores  lor  the  garrison  atCamden, 
ivcrc  on  the  way  from  Ciiarleston,  and  must  };assthe  ^yaterceat 
aferry  about  a  mile  from  Camden,  undercover  of  a  smal!  redoubt 
occupied  by  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  bank  or  the  river. 

A  detachment  of  thcMaiylund  line,  consisting;  of  100  regular 
infantry  and  a  company  of  artillery,  with  two  biuss  field-piece?, 
and  '300  North-Carolinaniiritia^wtie  immediately  forwarded  un- 
der the  comii^and  of  licui.  col.  Wcolford  to  join  col.  Sumpter^ 
wlio  had  orders  to  reduce  the  redoub'.  and  intercept  the  convoy. 
General  Gates  was  preparing  at  the  same  time  to  advance  stili 
nearer  to  Camden,  and  if  necessary  to  take  a  position  on  some 
good  grounds  in  iis  vicinity:  but  he  was  not  without  hope  that 
).ord  Kawdon  would  evacuate  that  post  as  he -had  ihe  others  \  and 
?.f  he  should  not^  the  prospect  was,  that  the  multituoes  of  m'i.itia 
expected  from  the  upper  countries  wouidcut  off  his  supplies  from 
nil  quait'.TS,  and  leave  the  garrison  an  easy  pray  to  the  army.  Af- 
ter making  3omc  convenient  arrangements,  having  the  aims  clean- 
ed, and  distribuiing  some  provisions  which  had  been  collected. 
Gates  convened  his  general  officers,  of  v;hich  grade  there  was 
not  less  than  thirteen  in  that  little  army,  the  militia  brigades  of 
North-Carolina  having  far  more  than  sufHcient ;  and  after  a  con- 
ference with  them,  hedircct-ed  the  deputy  adjutant  general,  coL 
Williams,  to  issue  tlie  following  ordeis^  v^^ith  the  intention  as 
well  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  time  w-hen  coL  Sumpter  wa.-^ 
to  execute  his  enterprise,  as  to  be  prepared  for  action  himself 
•in  case  it  should  be  otfercd — ''  Camp,  Clermont,  15tli  of  August^ 
nSO.  After  general  orders.  The  sick,  the  extra-artidery  stores^ 
the  heavy  baggage,  and  such  quarter-master's  stores  as  are  not 
immediately  v/anted,  to  march  this  evening,  under  a  guard  to 
Waxhav/s.  To  this  order  the  general  requests  the  brigadiers 
general,  to  see  that  those  under  their  command  pay  the  most  ex-, 
act  and  scrupulous  attention." 

"  Lieut,  col.  Edmonds,  with  the  remaining  guns  of  the  pajk 
will  take  post  and  march  with  the  Virginia  brigade  under  gene- 
ral Stevens  ;  he  v/ill  direct,  as  any  deficiency  happens  in  the  ar- 
tillery affixed  to  the  other  brigades,  to  supply  it  immediately  ; 
his  military  staff  and  a  proportion  of  his  officers,  with  forty  othis 
men,  arc  to  wait  him  and  attend  his  orders,  'llie  tVoops  will  be 
\ieady  to  march  precisely  at  tea  o'clock  in  the  following  ordcf^ 
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viz.  Col.  Aniiand's  advance — -Cavalry  commanded  by  col.  Ai^* 
mand — Col.  Porierfield's  light  infantry  upon  the  right  tlank  of 
colonel  Armand,  in  Indian  tile,  200  yards  from  the  roao—Majosr 
Armstrong's  infantry  in  the  same  order  as  coi.  Porteriield's,  up* 
on  the  left  fiank  of  the  legion  ; — Advance  guard  of  foot,  com- 
posed of  the  advanced  picquets — First  brigade  of  Maryland — Se* 
cond  brigade  of  Maryland — Division  of  North-Carolina — Virgi- 
nia division  ; — Rear-guard — Volunteer  cavalry  upon  Hanks  of 
the  baggage  equally  divided, — In  this  order  the  troops  will  pro- 
ceed on  their  march  this  night.  In  case  of  an  attack  by  the  en- 
emy's  cavalry  in  front,  the  light  infantry  upon  each  flank  will  in-  . 
-stantly  march  up,  and  give  and  continue  the  most  galling  fire 
upon  the  enemy's  horse.  This  will  enable  col.  Armand  not  on- 
]y  to  support  the  shock  of  the  enemy's  charge,  but  finally  to  rout 
them.  1  he  colonel  will  therefore  consider  the  order  to  stand 
the  attack  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  be  their  number  what  they 
mar,  as  positive. 

"  General  Stevens  will  im.mediately  order  one  captain, . tw«» 
lieutenants,  one  ensign,  three  sergeants,  one  drum,  and  60  rank, 
and  file,  to  join  col.  Porterfield's  infantry  ;  these  are  to  be  takea 
from  the  most  experienced  woodsmen,  and  men  everyway  fitted 
for  the  service.  Gen.  Caswell  will  likewise  cx)mplete  major  Arm- 
strong's light-infantry  to  their  original  number  ;  these  must  bs 
immediately  marched  to  the  advanced  posts  of  the  army."  The 
troops  will  observe  the  profoundest  silence  upon  their  march, 
and  every  soldier  who  offers  to  fire  without  the  command  of  his 
officer  must  be  instantly  put  to  death.  When  the  ground  wiU 
admit  of  it,  and  the  near  approach  to  the  enemy  renders  it  ne- 
cessary, the  army  will  (when  ordered)  march  in  columns.  The 
artillery  at  the  head  of  their  respective  brigades,  and  the  baggage 
in  the  rear.  The  guard  of  the  heavy  baggage  will  be  composed 
of  the  remaining  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  artillery,  one  cap- 
tain, two  subalterns,  four  sergeants,  one  drum  and  sixty  rank 
and  file  ;  and  no  person  whatever  is  to  presume  to  send  any  o- 
ther  soldier  upon  that  service.  All  bat-men,  waiters,  he.  who 
are  soldiers  takenTrom  the  l;nc,  are  forthwith  to  join  their  rcgi- 
jnents,  and  act  with  their  masters  while  they  are  upon  duty — Ihe 
tents  of  the  whole  army  to  be  struck  at  tattoo." 

When  the  deputy  adjutant-general  received  these  orders^  he 
showed  Gates  an  abstract  of  the  field-reiurns  of  the  different  corps 
which  he  had  just  been  digesting  into  a  general  return.  From 
thence  it  appeared,  that  the  whole  American  army,  officers  in- 
cluded, amounted  only  to  3663  (exclusive  of  the  troops  detach- 
ed to  col.  Sumpter)  beside  coi.  Porterfield's  and  maj.  Anustroug'j 

light 
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ligiit-infantry,  amounting  to  250,  and  col.  iViinand's  legion  to 
120,  altogellicr  to  310,  and  a  few  volunteer  cavalry.  Theie 
were  about  900  continental  infantry,  rank  and  file,  and  seventy 
cavalry.  'I'his  force  v/as  inferior  to  what  the  general  imagined  , 
liis  plan,  however,  wa^;  adopted,  and  he  thought  it  loo  late  to 
retreat.  '1  he  army  marciicd  about  ten  at  night,  and  h:id  pro- 
ceeded to  within  half  a  mile  of  Sandcr's-creek,  abaul  iialf  way 
to  Camden,  when  a  firing  commenced  in  front. 

Lord  Coinwallis,  unknown  to  gen.    Gates,    arrived   the  day 
before  at  Camden.     His  inferior  force,  consisting  of  about  1700 
iijfantry  and  3U0  cavalry,  would  have  justitied  a  retreat ;  but  con- 
sidering that  no  probable  events  of  an  action  could  be  more  in- 
jurious to  the  royal  interest  than  that  measure,  he  resolved  upon 
taking  the  hist  good  opportunity  of  attacking  the  Americans; 
and  learning  that  the  situation    of  their  encampment  at  Cler- 
mont Was  disadvantageous,  he  marched  about  the  same  time  the 
Americans  did,  with  a  full  determination  to  attack  them  in  their 
camp  at  day-break.     About  half  an  hour  past  two  in  the  morn- 
ing [Aug.  16.]  the  advanced  parties  of  both  armies  met  in   the 
woods,  and  a  firing  commenced.     Some   of  the  cavalry  of  Ar- 
mand's  legion,  being  wounded  by  the  tirsthre,  threw  the  others 
-into  disorder,  and  the  whole  recoiled  so  suddenly  tliat  the  first 
Maryland    regiment,  in  front  of  the  column,  was  broken,  and 
the  whole  line  of  the  army  thrown  into  a  general  consternation. 
This  lirst  impression  struck  deep.     The  light  infantry  however, 
executed  their  orders ;  and  parcicularly  those  under  Porterfield 
.behaved  with  such  spirit  that  the  enemy  was  no  less  surprised  at 
-this  unexpected  meeting.     A  few  prisoners  were  taken  on  both 
.sides,   by  whose    information  tl:ie   respective  commanders  de- 
rived a  knowledge  of  circumstances  of  which  both  till  then  were 
ignorant.     Porteriield,  in  whose  abilities  and  activity  Gates  had 
justly  placed  great  dependence,  received  a  musket-bail,  which 
•shattered  the  bones  of  his  leg,  and  was  under  the  necessity  of 
submitting  to  be  carried  into  the  rear.     A  part  of  the  light-intan- 
try  stiil  kept  their  ground,  and  being  supported  by  the  van-guard 
and  the  legion   infantry,  which   discovered  much  bravery,  the 
American  army  soon  recovered  its  order.     Lord  Cornwallis  also 
kept  his  ground,  and  frequent  skirmishes  ensued  during  the  night, 
with  scarce  any  other  effect  than  to  discover  the  situation  (;[  die 
armies,  to  evince  the  intentions  of  the  generals,  and  to  serve  as 
a  prelude  to  v/hat  was  to  occur  in  the  morning. 

immediately  after  the  alarm,  the  American  army  was  formed 
in  the  following  manner — the  second  Maryland  brigade,  under 
general  Gist,,  on  the  right  of  the. line,  tiunked  by  a  morass — 

the 
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the  North-Carolina  division  under  gen.  CasvvelL  in  the  centre 
— and  the  Virginia  brigade,  under  gen.  Stevens,  on  the  ieft^ 
iiLinkcd  by  the  North-C^iolina  niihtia  hght-infantry  and  a  uiorass 
■ — tiias  boih  Hanks  v/cre  well  covered.  Tlie  artillery  was  posted 
on  tiic  n^iOSt  advantageous  ground^  near  the  main  road,  whicli 
was  about  the  centre  of  the  line.  Col.  Armand's  corps  was  or- 
cered  to  the  left,  to  support  the  left  flank  and  oppose  the  ene- 
ray's  cavah-y.  Baron  de  Kaib  commanded  on  iuc  right  of  the 
iins,  and  gen.  Sniallwood  the  lirst  JMaryhmd  brigade,  which  was 
posted  as  a  corps-de -reserve  two  or  t^rce  hundred  yards  in  the 
xcar.  Gates  then  caUed  his  general  ofhcers  togctlier,  and  desired 
coi.  V/illiams  to  communicate  the  information  which  he  had  col- 
lected from  tbe  captives,  which  being  done,  the  general  said*. 
Gentlemen,  you  know  our  situation,  what  are  your  opinions?'* 
Gen.  Stevens  answered,  "  It  is  now  too  late  to  retreat."  Silence 
ensuing,  and  no  reply  being  made,  the  general  after  a  pause> 
^pronounced,  '*lT:en  we  must  fight;  gentlemen  please  to  lake 
your  posts."  No  more  was  said  in  council ;  but  it  was  alter* 
^.vard  declared  to  be  the  private  opinion  of  some  then  present^ 
that  it  was  injudicious  to  risk  a  general  battle,  and  tiiat  a  letreat 
v/as  by  no  m.eans  impracticable.  It  was  not  to  the  credit  i^t 
any  oiiicer  to  make  such  declaration.  Whoever  is  called  to  a 
council  of  war,  and  declines  giving  his  own  opinion,  if  he  has- 
any,  acts  below  the  courage  of  a  soldier,  and  should  thencefor- 
Vw'ard  screen  either  his  cowardice  or  treachery,  by  keeping  the 
inatter  a  profound  secret. 

The  British  army  was  thus  disposed — the  division  on  the  right 
consisted  of  a  small  corps  of  light-infantry,  the  23d  and  Slid  rCf- 
giments,  under  Ueut.  col.  Webster — the  division  on  the  left  was 
tbrmed  of  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  the  infantry  of  the  legion^ 
and  part  of  lieut.  col.  Hamilton's  North-Carplina  regiment,  un- 
der lord  Rawdon,  with  two  six  and  two  three  pounders,  com- 
manded by  lieut.  M'Cleod — the  7 1st  regiment,  with  a  six  pound- 
er, composed  the  reserve — one  battalion  in  the  rear  of  the  right 
■division,  the  other  of  the  left — and  the  cavalry  of  the  legion  was 
stationed  in  the  rear,  close  to  the  7 1st  regiment.  Ihis  disposition 
was  made  at  break  of  day;  but  before  it  took  place,  the  j^ritisli 
a[;peared  in  column  about  200  yards  in  front  of  the  American 
ai  Lu'cry,.  wliile  gen.  Gates  was  with  his  corps-de-reserve.  CoL 
Williams  ordered  the  artillery  to  be  fired  upon  them,  which  was 
instantly  obeyed  ;  and  then  went  to  inform  Gates  oi  the  occasi- 
on of  the  firing,  and  of  the  enemy's  having  the  appearance  of 
S})reading  and  forming  a  line  b\  their  right,  "which  (said  tlie 
colonel)  gives  us  a  fav^rabic  appi;:tu;iity  oi  commencing  the 

attack 
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attack  of  infintry  with  Stevens's  bri^rntk'."  The  gcncrsil  an- 
swcrcd,  "'  Vciy  proper,  let  it  he  done."  Orders  were  irnnicu'- 
ately  given  to  Stevens,  who  advarued  with  his  brigade  inexeei- 
lent  order,  and  with  great  alacrity.  The  enemy  had,  however, 
formed  their  line  before  he  got  near  enough  for  aetion,  IJoth 
lines  weiH:  advaneing,  and  had  come  within  firing  distance  of 
each  other,  when  Stevens  encouraging  his  men,  put  tlicm  im 
mind  of  their  bavoncts  which  they  had  received  only  the  day 
befjrc,  calliog  out  to  them,  *'  My  brave  fellows  you  have  bay- 
onets aswel!  as  they,  we'll  charge  them." 

Col.  Williams  had  advanced  m  front  of  the  brigade,  from 
which  he  had  taken  a  few  voUmteeis,  intending,  by  a  partial 
fire,  to  extort  that  of  the  enemy  at  some  distance,  in  cxpecta- 
tion  that  the  m.ilitia  would  stand  the  iirst  discharge,  and  be 
brought  to  closer  action  with  their  loaded  muskets.  But  the  ad- 
vantage was  lost.  Lord  Cornwallis  observing  the  movement  of 
the  Virginians  under  Stevens,  gave  orders  to  lieutco}.  Webster 
tX3  begin  an  attack.  The  British  infantry  upon  that  rushed 
through  tlie  thin  f.;c  of  the  militia  with  great  intrepidity,  and 
furiously  charged  the  brigade  with  a  cheer.  •  The  intimidated 
n^litia  threw  down  m^ost  of  their  arms,  bayonets  and  ail,  and 
with  the  utmost  prccipitulion  and  trepidation  ^.^^  from  tlie  field, 
and  were  followed  by  the  North-Carolina  militia  light-infantry. 
'J/he  whole  North-Carolina  division  being  panic-struck,  imitated 
the  shameful  example,  except  one  regiment  commanded  by  col. 
Dixon,  next  in  the  line  of  l)2ttle  to  the  continental  regulars, 
which  fired  several  rounds  ;  indeed,  gen.  Gregory's  brigade,  to 
Vv-hich  that  regiment  belonged,  paused  longer  than  tlie  others  ; 
but  at  last  all  fled,  and  the  majority  without  their  arms,  or  fir- 
ing a  single  shot,  it  cannot  appear  excessively  strange,  that  such 
raw  militia  could  not  stand  before  bayonets,  when  it  is  consider- 
ed, that  for  some  time  they  had  subsisted  on  fruit  scarcely  ripe, 
without -any  regular  rations  of  fiesh,  tiour,  or  spirituous  liquors  > 
■ — thattheir  strength  and  spirits  were  depressed  by  such  prece<4ling 
low  regimen  ; — and  that,  after  an  unexpected  meeting  of  the  e  - 
ncmy,  they  had  to  lie  for  hours  on  their  arms,  attended  with  the 
apprehension  of  immediate  danger,  and  the  horrors  of  the  night. 

All  the  militia  who  composed  the  left  wing  and  centre  being- 
routed,  the  second  continental  brigade,  consisting  o^.  Maryland 
and  Delaware  troops,  making  tiie  right  wing,  and  the  corps-dc-- 
reserve,  were  left  to  fight  or  retreat ;  but  as  they  had  no  o:der:-v 
for  the  latter,  they  maintained  their  position  with  great  rcsoIuti;«ii 
and  gave  the  British  an  unexpected  check.  The  second  brigiflc 
even  gained  ground,  and  took  no  less  than  50  prisoner?;     Bo* 
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the corps-(le-reserve being  considerably  out-fiankcd,  were  tbrowa 
into  disorder  ;  they  were  soon  rallied  by  their  officers,  and  renew* 
ed  the  action  with   much  spirit.  Overpowered   by  numbers  they 
were  again  broken  ;  but  the  brave  examples  and  exertions  of  the 
ofhcers  induced  them  to  form  afresh.  The  gallantry  of  this  corps 
covered,  in  a  great  measure,  the  left  of  the  second  brigade,  which 
was  in  a   manner  blended   with   the  enemy's  line  on  their  left, 
where  the  conflict  was  desperate.  The  AiYiCricans  thinking  them- 
selves masters  of  the  field,  disputed  with  tlie  British  who  should 
conquer  and  retain  the  others  as  prisoners  of  war.  At  length  the 
enemv  directing  their  whole  force  against  these  two  devoted  corps, 
the  fire  oftlie  musketry  became  yet  more  tremendous,  and  was 
continued  with  equal  perseverance  and  obstinacy,  till  lord  Corn- 
vrallis  observing  that  there  was  nocavalry  opposed  to  him,  pushed 
forward  his  dragoons,  and  charging  with  his  bayonets  at  the  same 
moment,  put  an  end  to  the  contest.  Never  did  men  behave  bet* 
ter  than  the  continentals  in  the  whole  of  the  action  ;  but  all  at- 
tempts to  rally  the   militia  were  ineffectual.     Lieut,  col.  Tarle*- - 
ton's  legion  charged  them  as  they  broke,  and  pursued  them  as 
they  were  fleeing.     Without  having  it  in  their  power  to  defend 
themselves,  they  fell  in  greatnumbeis  under  the  legionary  sabres. 

Gen.  Gates  was  bore  off  the  field  by  a  torrent  of  dismayed 
qnilitia.  They  constituted  so  great  a  part  of  his  army,  that  vvheft 
he  saw  them  break  and  flee  with  such  precipitation,  he  lost  ev- 
erv  hope  of  victory  ;  and  his  only  care  was,  if  possible,  to  rally  a 
sufficient  number  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  regular  troops  ;  he 
retired  with  gen.  Caswell  to  Clermont,  in  hope  of  halting  theai 
at  their  late  encampment.  But  the  further  they  fled,  the  moi-e 
they  dispersed  ;  and  the  generals  giving  up  all  as  lost,  retired  witli 
a  very  few  attendants  to  Charlotte.  On  their  retreat,  an  officer 
from  col.  Sumpter  overtook  them,  and  reported  to  Gates,  that 
the  colonel  had  succeeded  fully  in  his  enterprise  the  evening  be- 
fore against  the  enemy's  post  on  the  Warteree  ;  had  reduced  the 
ledoubt  and  captured  the  guard  ;  and  had  intercepted  the  escort 
with  the  stores,  which  were  all  taken,  with  about  40  waggons, 
and  upward  of  100  prisoners.  Gates  however  could  take  no  ad- 
vantage of  this  success  ;  the  enemy  were  at  his  heels,  and  his 
victorious  friends  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  river  too  distant  to 
form  a  junction  in  time  to  prevent  his  fate. 

Most  of  the  Virginia  militia  returned  to  Hillsborough  by  the 
route  they  came  to  camp  ;  and  gen.  Stevens  found  means  to  stop 
a  considerable  number  at  that  place  ;but  the  term  for  which 
they  had  taken  the  field  being  nearly  expired,  ail  who  had  not^de- 
scrted  were  soon  afterward  discharged.  The  North-Carolinians 
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j!cd  different  ways,  as  their  hopes  led  or  their  fears  drove  them, 
and  many  were  intercepted  .by  their  disalfected  countrymen, 
who  but  a  lew  days  before  had  generally  subriiiLted  to  Gates,  by 
whom  they  were  generously  sent  to  their  homes,  upon  a  promise 
of  remaining  neuter  or  of  following  his  colours.  Several  con- 
siderable parties  had  actually  taken  arms  with  a  professed  design 
of  joining  the  Americans,  but  so  soon  as  they  heard  of  iheir  de- 
feat, they  became  active  in  the  pursuit  of  the  fugitives,  and 
killed  or  captured  all  that  came  in  their  way. 

Baron  de  Kalb,  while  exerting  himself  with  great  bravery  to 
prevent  the  defeat  of  the  day,  received  eleven  wounds.  His  uid- 
de-camp,  lieut.  col.  du  Buysson,  embraced  him,  announced  his 
rank  and  nation  to  the  surrounding  foe,  and  begged  that  they 
would  spare  his  life.  While  he  generously  exposed  himself"  to 
save  his  friend,  he  received  sundry  dangerous  v/ounds,  and  was 
.taken  prisoner.  The  baron  expired  in  a  short  time,  though  he 
received  the  most  particular  assistance  from  the  Britisii.  He  spent 
his  last  breath  in  dictating  a  letter,  expressive  of  the  warmest  afi- 
fection  for  the  officers  and  men  of  his  division— of  the  greatest 
satisfaction  in  the  testim.ony  given  by  the  British  army  of  the 
braverv  of  his  troops — of  his  being  charmed  with  the  firm  oppo- 
sition they  made  to  superior  force,  when  abandoned  by  the  rest 
of  the  army — of  the  ini'inite  pleasure  he  received  from  the  gallant 
behaviour  of  the  Delaware  regiment  and  the  companies  of  artil- 
lery attached  to  the  brigades — and  of  the  endearing  sense  he  en*, 
tertained  of  the  merit  of  the  whole  division  he  commanded. 
The  congress  resolved  on  the  14th  of  October  that  a  monument 
should  be  erected  to  his  memory  in  Annapolis,  the  metropolis  of 
Maryland,  v/ith  a  very  honorable  inscription.  Gen.  Rutherford 
surrendered  to  a  party  of  the  British  legion.  All  tlie  other  gene- 
jal  officers  escaped,  but  were  separated  from  their  respective 
cominands,  and  obliged  to  flee  with  precipitation.  Every  corps 
was  broken  and  dispersed  through  the  woods,  'i'hebogs  and  brush 
Vvhich  in  a  degree  screened  them  from  the  fury  of  their  foes, 
laid  them  under  the  necessity  of  separating  from  each  other. 
Maj.  Anderson,  of  the  3d  Maryland  regiment,  was  the  only  in^ 
fantry  oihcer  whose  eitorts  to  rally  the  men  after  the  total  rout, 
Vv^ere  in  any  degree  effectual.  A  fevv  individuals  of  several  com- 
panies joined  him  ar.  some  distance  from  the  field,  and  others  add- 
ed to  that  small  number  by  failing  into  his  ranks  on  the  march. 
The  .removal  of  the  heavy  baggage  to  Waxhaws  was  delayed  till 
the  morning  of  the  action,  contrary  to  Gates's  express  orders  the 
day  preceding;  so  that  the  greatest  part,  together  with  ail  that 
followed  the  armv,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  was  plun- 

Vol.  III.        '  ■  M  "  tiered 


ior  TiiE  HISTORY  of  the  U.  D,  KTSCv 

dered  in  the  route  by  those  who  went  off  early,  and  could  take 
time  for  such  baseness.     A  general  transfer  of  property  too'^ 
place  ;  even  that  which  escaped  the  foe,  fell  not  again  into  the 
hands  of  the  right  owners,  exi:eptsome  small  part  of  the  officers 
baggage,  whkh  was  recovered  at  Charlotte.     The  baggage  wag- 
gons indeed  of  gen.  Gates  and  baron  de  Kalb,  being  furnished 
with  stout  horses  and  clever  drivers,  who  understood  their  busT- 
iiess  and  knew  the  roadis,  were  fully  preserved.     AU  the  baron's 
Ijaggage  and  papers  were  saved,  as  were  Gates's,  and  every  pa- 
per and  private  letter  of  all  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  hisfamf- 
ly.     The  pursuit  was  rapid  for  more  than  twenty  miles  ;  and  sa 
great  was  the  dismay  of  the  retreating  troops    (the  cries  of  the 
murdered  in  the  rear  being  echoed  by  the  women  and  wounded 
men  with  increasing  terror)  that  at  the  distance  of  forty  miles, 
whole  teams  of  horses  were  cut  out  of  the  waggons  to  accelerate 
the  flight.     Many  wounded  officers  and  soldiers  were  got  off  by 
like  expedients  ;  some  of  whom  gave  astonishing  proofs  of  what 
pain,  fatigue  and  want   the  human  constitution  can  bear.     Th'e 
load  by  which  the  troops  lied,  was  covered  with  arms,  baggage, 
the  sick,  the  wounded  and  the  dead.     Gates  was  persuaded  by 
all  that  he  saw  and  heard,  that  the  regular  troops  were  entirely- 
cut  off,  and  the  whole  either  killed  or  captured  ;  and  that  there 
was  no  prospect  of  collecting  a  force  at  Charlotte  (where  heai^- 
rived  late  in  the  night)  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  country  ; 
lie  therefore  left  gen.  Caswell  at  Charlotte  to  assemble  the  mili^ 
tia  of  Mecklenburgh  county,  and  proceeded  with  all  possible  dis- 
patch to  Hillsborough,  to  devise  some  plan  of  defence  in  conjunct 
tion  with  the  legislative  body  of  North-Carolina..^  He  considered?, 
not,  that  by  shortening  his  journey,  and  remaining  at  Charlottc- 
<or  Salisbury,  appearances  would  be  less  unfavorable  to  his  pei- 
M)nal  reputation,  though  less  beneficial  to  the  public  cause. 

Lord  Cornwallis's  victory  was  complete.  The  Americans  lost 
eight  field-pieces,  the  whole  of  their  artillery,  with  all  their  am- 
munition waggons,  beside  150  others,  aconsiderable  quantity  of 
military  stores,  and  the  greatest  part  of  their  baggage.  The  num^ 
bers  slain  cannot  be  precisely  ascertained,  no  returns  of  the  mili=- 
tia  ever  being  made  after  the  action.  Three  hundred  of  the  North- 
Carolina  militia,,  beside  63  wounded,  were  made  prisoners.  On- 
ly three  of  the  Virginia  militia  were  left  wounded  on  the  field  of 
Battle,  owing  to  their  making  no  stand,  and  being  first  in  flighty 
but  few  of  them  were  captured.  From  the  abstract  of  muster 
and  inspection  taken  at  Hillsborough,  October  the  1st,  it  ap- 
pears that,  exclusive  of  baron  de  Kalb  and  gen.  Rutherford  the 
jsumbers  of  killed,  captured  and  missing,  in  the  actions  of  the. 
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iCth  and  IStli,  were  4  lieutenant-colonels,  3  majors,  14'  captainsy 
4  captain-lieutenants,  16  lieutenants,  ;5  ensigns  4  staff,  I'i  subal- 
terns, and  604  rank  and  file.  The  miposs.b.hty  of  aceounti„s 
with  certainty  for  those  who  fell  in  battle,  and  tnose  who  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  obliged  the  officers  to  make  many 
inissing  who  we.  e  probably  killed  or  prisoners.  1  hou;;h  Com- 
wairis's  victory  was  complete,  yet  from  the  accouns  winch  the 
British  gave  of  the  action,  it  nray  be  inferred  that '  was  dca.ly 
bouijbt  Gates  apprehended  early  m  September,  that  ne  had 
established  it  as  a  certain  fact,  tlu.t  more  than  500  ot  thc.r  old 
troops  were  killed  and  wounded.  o_,,.      i    ,i 

•    On  the  nth  and   ISth  of  August,  brigadiCrS  omaliwood  and 
Gist,  with  several  other  ofj-iccrs,  arrived  at  Charlotte  (full  80  m.  es 
from  the  place  of  action)  where  upward  of  an  hundred  regular 
infantry,  col.  Armai.d's  cavalry,  and  a  majovDaviessma    parti- 
san corps  of  horse  from  the  Waxhaw  .settlement  had  collected. 
Smallwood  had  been  separated  from  the  fir.st  Maryland  brigade 
after  the  men  had  been  engaged  a  whde,  by   he  interposal  of 
fle  enemy  ;  and  finding  it  impracticable  to  rejoin  ihenr^  as  well 
as  apm-ehending  they  must  be  overpowered  and  could  no    rc- 
ZTroiToS  lor  personal  safety.     The  little  provision  whicU 
the     oops  met  with  at  Charlotte,  proved  a  most  scasonaole  re- 
freshment.    The  drooping  spirits  ot  the  officers  began  to  re- 
vise    and  hopes  were  entertained  that  a  respectable  force  might 
soon'be  again  assembled  from  the  country  miiitia  and  from  the 
addition  of  col.   Sun^pter's  victorious  detachment.     All  thc^e 
pro  pects  however,  were  soon  obscured,  by  inteliigencc  on  the 
?yd?  of  the  complete  dispersion  of  that  corps.     On  he^"ng  o? 
ge     Gates's  defeft,  col.  Sumpter  began  to  retreat  ^P  the  soutli 
fide  of  theWateree,  with  his  prisoners  and^capcured  s.oies. 
iordCornwallis,  on  the  morning  of  the  nth,  dispatched  larle- 
Fon  wWr  his  legion  and  a  detachment  of  infantry  to  pursue  him. 
ThirwaSdonf  with  so  much  celerity  and  address    thaue  was, 
Jv  'taken  the  next  day  at  Fishing-creek.     ^  -  B„„sh  ho,.e 
rode  into  the  camp  before  he  was  prepared  foi  defence,     lire 
Amer  cans  having  been  four  days  without  sleep  or  provisions, 
t  re  more  obediint  to  the  calls  of  nature,  than  attentive  to  her 
r/t  law  of  self-preservation.     Col.   Sumpter  had  taken   cvei'y 
Pe^rpiecauti^n  to  prevent  a  surprise,  be.  h. ^^^^^ 
4o  fatigued  that  they  neglected  their  duty      \v    h  5"^!^°™^"  ^5^ 
'he  rota  few  of  his  corps  to  make  a  shorrstand,  but  the  greaie. 
^;iXaZ  the  river  o'r.to  the  woods.^    J^f^fr"^^ 
nbout  SOO    were  all  retaken  and   conducted  to  Camden.      *  ne 
l^olonerio'st  Xhis  artillery,  and   the  wiiolc  dct.chment  wa. 
either  kiUed,  captured  or  dispersed.  ^^^^ 
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Every  hope  from  that  quarter  beirtg  thus  banished,  and  the  niir 
I'ltia  not  expected  to  assemble  in  less  than  three  days,  the  officcrS- 
nnd  soldiers  at  Charlotte  began  to  think  their  situation  again, 
dangerously  critical.  No  order  had  yet  taken  place  among 
those  who  had  fortuitously  met  there.  The  troops  were  half 
famished;  and  there  was  no  store  of  provisions  in  the  town, 
which  was  open  on  all  sides,  and  no  more  defensibie  than  a 
plain,  There  was  nothing  to  oppose  or  impede  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  for  the  Wateree  was  fordabie.  In  fact  there  was 
reasons  sufficient  to  apprehend  that  the  wretched  remnant  of  an 
linfortunate  army  might  be  cut  to  pieces  before  night.  The  offi- 
cers therefore  were  generally  of  opinion,  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  making  a  retreat  toward  Salisbury  ;  and  the  whole  were 
prepared  to  march  at  the  moment  when  gen.  Smallwood,  who 
quartered  at  a  small  distance  from  the  town,  came  to  take  the 
command.  Col.  WiUiams,  the  deputy-adjutant-general,  and  one 
of  the  brigade-majors,  took  the  route  toward  Camden,  to  direct 
those  coming  that  road  to  £le  oiFfor  Salisbury,  as  also  to  get  fur- 
ther intelligence  of  the  enemy.  The  necessary  information  was 
sent  by  express  to  maj.  Anderson.  The  troops  were  followed 
by  a  number  of  v/hig  famihes  and  the  whole  tribe  of  the  Ca^v- 
taba  Indians,  in  number  about  300,  of  which  there  were  about 
€0  warriors.  There  was  greater  plenty  of  provisions  in  this  part 
of  the  countr}^,  than  in  that  through  w^hich  the  army  had  ad- 
vanced. The  troops  suppHed  themselves,  under  the  direction 
of  the  officers,  there  being  no  magazines.  In  such  circumstances 
3  strict  regularity  could  not  be  preserved,  and  the  inhabitants 
necessarily  felt  the  effects  of  the  general  distress. 

A  minute  representation  of  the  retreat  from  Charlotte  to  Sa- 
lisbury, v/ould  be  the  image  of  complicated  wretchedness.  Care, 
anxiety,  pain,  humiliation  and  dejection,  poverty,  hurry  and 
confusion,  promiscuously  marked  the  shocking  scene.  Painful 
objects  presented  themselves  to  view — several  men  without  art 
arm — some  with  but  one — and  many  standing  in  need  of  kind 
and  povyerful  assistance. 

The  exertions  of  col.  Williams,  of  Ninety-Six,  on  the  side  of 
congress,  have  been  already  noticed  ;  it  must  now  be  mentioned, 
that  on  the  day  Sumpter  was  surprised,  he  engaged  a  considera- 
ble party  of  British  and  tories  at  Musgrove's  miiis,  on  the  Eno- 
xee  river.  On  the  nth  he  marched  with  colonels  Shelby  and  Clark,, 
and  a  party  of  about  200  South-Carolinians  and  Georgians,  to 
attack  a  body  of  about  200  tories.  These  were  reintorccd  at 
night  by  lOO  more  and  200  regulars.  The  next  day  they 
advanced  upon  the  whig  party  ;  every  man  of  which  v/as  or- 
dered to  take  his  tree  for  defence  ^  not  to  fire  till  the  enemy 

was 
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was  within  8  yaicls,  and  then  io  be  sure  of  liis  object.  A  warra 
iirc  began  :  "aUeia  while  the  enemy  was  obhgcd  to  retreat,  hav- 
ing 60  men  killed,  mostly  British,  and  TO  wounded  :  the  others 
had  3  killed  and  8  wounded. 

Major  Anderson,  having  obtained  intelligence  of  iieiit.  coL 
Tarleton's  retiring  after  surprising  Sumpter,  moved  slowly  in 
order  to  give  the  fugitive  soldiers  an  opportunity  of  joining  him  ; 
and  continued  his  march  toward  Charlotte  as  the  nearest  place  of 
repose  and  refreshment,  of  which  his  little  party  was  in  great 
want.  From  Charlotte  the  major  sent  an  express  to  gen.  Small- 
wood  at  Salisbury,  to  inform  him  of  his  arrival,  the  situation  of 
th€  enemy,  and' the  v.^ish  of  the  people  in  that  neighbourhood 
that  he  would  continue  with  his  party  among  them.  He  also 
acquainted  the  general,  that  it  was  the  request  of  the  militia 
that  he  would  return  and  take  the  command  of  them,  Caswell 
having  left  Charlotte  before  the  time  appointed  for  their  meet- 
ing. The  general  declined  the  honor  of  the  invitation,  consi- 
dering  "the  feebleness  of  his  force,  that  the  men  were  worn  down 
with  fatigue  and  fasting,  w^ere  destitute  of  all  necessaries,  and 
therefore  inadequate  to  the  needful  assistance  in  case  the  British 
should  advance.  Ke  sent  also  the  particular  friend  of  major  An- 
derson to  hasten  his  departure  from  Charlotte,  and  to  conduct: 
hiiii'to  Salisbury,  where  he  continued  with  the  effective  soldiers 
who  had  joined  him  from  time  to  time.  After  the  major's  arri- 
val atSahsbury,  Smallwood  received  an  order  from  Gales  to  ad- 
vance toward  Hillsborough,  which  order  he  had  anticipated  by 
having  crossed  the  river  before  he  received  it.  The  troops  were 
halted  ^ox  a  day  or  tv,^o  at  Guildford  court-house,  and  then  upon 
fresh  orders  from  Gates  marched  on  to  Hillsborough,  where  they 
arrived  the  6th  of  September.  A  few  ofhcers  and  men  had  ar- 
rived there  before  by  a  different  route.* 

LordCornwallis,  notwithstanding  the  completeness  of  his  vic- 
tory, was  restrained  for  some  tim.e  from  pursuing  his  conquests, 
through  the  loss  Ke  had  sustained  in  the  battle,  the  extreme  heat 
of  the  v/eather,  the  sickhness  of  the  season,  and  the  want  of  ne- 
cessary supplies,  he  therefore  remained  at  Camden.  But  he  dis- 
patched proper  people  to  North-Carolina  the  day  after  the  ac- 
tion, with  directions  to  the  loyalists  to  take  arms  and  assembler 
iramediatelv,  and  promised  to  march  withoutioss  of  time  to  their 
support,  lill  he  could  advance  toward  that  s'tate,  his  attention 
was  engaged  in  adopting  measures  to  crush  all  future  opposion 

*  In  compiling  ihe  above  narrative  from  July  the  28ih,  rerourfe  has  been 
bad  to  a  dtiail  of  lacts  wriilcn  by  the  deputy  aojutain-gepcral  coL  Otho  li*. 
Williams^  , 
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to  the  royal  government,  which  betrayed  him  Into  a  still  severe): 
policy  than  had  hitherto  deen  adopted. 

On  the  18th  of  August  he  thus  addressed  lieut.  col.  Cruger^ 
the  commandant  of  the  British  garrison  at  Ninety-Six — "  I  hav6 
given  orders  that  ail  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  who  had  sub- 
mitted, and  who  have  taken  a  part  in  this  revolt,  should  be  pu- 
jiished  with  the  greatest  rigor,  ihat  they  should  be  imprisoned^ 
and  ihcir  whole  property  taken  from  them  or  destroyed.  I  have 
likewise  directed,  that  compensation  should  be  made  out  of  their 
effects  to  the  persons  who  have  been  plundered  and  oppressed  by 
them,  i  have  ordered,  in  the  most  positive  manner,  that  every 
militia  man,  who  had  bore  arms  v/ith  us,  and  had  afterward  join- 
ed the  enemy,  should  be  immediately  hanged.  I  have  now,  Sir^ 
only  to  desire,  that  you  will  take  the  most  vigorous  measures  to' 
extinguish  the  rebellion  in  the  district  in  which  you  command^ 
and  that  you  will  obey  in  the  strictest  manner  the  directions  Jf 
have  given  in  this  letter  relative  to  the  treatment  of  this  couii- 
jj.y,"ii=  Similar  orders  were  addressed  to  the  commanders  of  dif- 
ferent posts.  Executions  and  severities  follov/ed,  which  instead 
of  extinguishing  what  his  lordship  pronounces  rebellion,  will  on* 
Jy  cause  it  to  rage  in  the  breasts  of  the  determined  friends  td 
congress,  till  it  bursts  forth  Vvith  redoubled  fury  whenever  a 
promising  opportunity  offers. 

Notwithstanding  the  triumph  of  the  British  arnls  in  the  con- 
quest, first  of  the  capital  and  then  of  the  state  of  South-Carolina, 
several  of  the  inhabitants,  respectable  for  their  numbers,  but  more 
so  for  their  w^eight  and  influence,  had  continued  hrm  to  the  cause 
of  independence  :  though  restrained  by  tiieir  parc*leS  from  doing 
any  thing  injurious  to  the  interest  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  yed- 
by  their  silent  example  they  had  Induced  many  to  decline  ex- 
changing their  paroles  as  prisoners,  for  the  protection  and  privl^ 
leges  of  British  subjects.  To  remove  every  bias  of  this  kind,  and 
to  enforce  a  general  submission  to  royal  government,  lord  Corn^ 
\vallis  gave  orders  to  send  out  of  the  state  a  number  of  such  prin- 
cipal persons,  prisoners  oh  parole  in  Charleston.  On  the  27tll 
of  August,  Christopher  Gadsden,  esq.  the  lieut^nant-governOr^ 
most  of  the  civil  and  militia  officers,  and  some  others  of  the  hearty- 
friends  of  America,  were  taken  early  in  the  mo/ning  out  of  their 
houses  and  beds  by  armed  parties,  ar.d  brought  to  the  exchange, 
from  whence,  when  collected  together,  they  were  removed  oni 
board  the  Sandwickguardship,  and  from  thence  transported  in  ^ 
few  days  to  St.  Augustine.  I'he  manner  in  which  the  order  was 

^    *  It  was  sent  to  gen.  Greene  as  a  genuine  copy  of  the  order  of  his  lordftip, 
to  ^  if ttcr  of  December  a 7,  1789. 

executed 
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executed,  was  not  less  painful  toll. e  fcellings  of  gentlemen,  thaii 
the  order  itself  was  injurious  to  the  rights  of  prisoners  enlitledto 
the  benefits  of  a  capitulation.  Guards  were  Ictt  at  their  respective 
liouses.  'J'liC  private  i)apers  of  some  were  examined.  Reports 
were  immediately  circulated  to  their  disadvantage,  and  every  cir- 
cumstance  managed  so  as  to  induce  a  general  belief,  tiiat  they 
^vere  all  apprehended  for  violating  tkeir  paroles,  and  lor  concert. 
mz  a  scheme  for  burning  the  town  and  massacrcing  the  loyal  sub- 
•lects  On  the  very  day  of  their  confinement  they  remonstrated 
tolieut  col.  Balfour,  the  commandant  of  Charleston,  asserting 
their  innocence,  and  challenging  their  accusers  to  appear  face  to 
face  with  their  charQ;es  against  them.  To  this  a  message  from  the 
commandant  was  delivered  officially,  in  which  he  acknowledged 
that  this  extraordinary  step  had  been  taken  '*  from  motives  o* 
policy."  On  the  first  of  September  gen.  Moultrie,  as  the  senior 
continental  officer  that  was  a  prisoner  under  the  capitulation,  de- 
raanded  a  release  from  the  pnson-ship,  of  those  gentlemen  parti- 
-ciilarly  who  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  that  act ;  and  request- 
'cd  that  if  the  demand  could  not  be  compli-ed  with,  he  might 
liave  ieave  to  send  an  officer  to  congress  to  represent  tne  gi'iev-^ 
'ance.  The  commandant,  under  the  pretence  that  the  terms  oi 
>he  letter  were  verv  exceptionable  and  unwarrantable,  declined 
returning  an  answer;  and  cleared  himself  of  a  business  that  he 
was  not  capable  of  defending,  by  declaring,  in  a  note  from  a 
major  of  brigade,  that  he  would  not  recerve  any  furtner  appli- 
cation from  the  general  on  the  subject.  _ 

The  British  endeavored  to  justify  the  sending  of  the  citizens 
to  St.  Augustine,  by  allcdging  the  right  of  captors  to  remove 
prisoners  v/hithersoever  they  please,  without  regarding  their  con- 
venience. It  was  generally  conceived,  that  the  right  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Charleston  to  reside  attheir  homes,  was  not  only  strong- 
ly implied,  but  plainly  expressed  in  the  capitulation  ;  however  as 
the  article  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  only  promised 
that  they  should  be  prisoners  on  parole,  and  did  not  immcciate- 
ly  add  in  Charleston,  the  British  commanders  took  the  advan- 
tage of  it  for  removing  gentlemen  charged  with  no  brcacn  of  the 
capitulation  from  their  houses,  wives  and  children,  bvoftermg 
them  that  parole  in  St.  Augustine,  to  which  they  had  an  un- 
doubted  right  in  Charleston,  upon  the  established  rule  among 
civilized  nations,  to  construe  capitulations,  where  ambiguous,  m 
favor  of  the  vanquished.  The  suffering  individuals  migut  justly 
complain  upon  the  occasion  ;  but,  congress  could  not,  consider- 
ing what  had  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  convention  troops 
under  gen,  Burgoyne.  ^^ 
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,  On  the  16th  of  September,  lord  Cornwallis  proceeded  to  the 
sequestration  of  all  estates  belonging  to  the  decided  friends  of  A- 
inerican  independence.  In  the  execution  of  tiiis  business,  John 
Cruden,  esq.  was  appointed  to  take  possession  of  the  estates  of 
particular  persons,  designated  in  warrants  issued  by  his  lordship 
or  the  commandant  of  Charleston.  Many  will  pronounce  this 
sequestration,  by  his  proclamation,  as  justifiable  as  the  confisca- 
tion of  real  and  personal  property  of  the  several  American  states, 
«pon  the  recommendation  of  congress  in  1777. 

The  numbers  of  real  royalists,  together  with  the  occasional 
ones  who  joined  the  train  of  the  conqueror,  bore  so  large  a  pro- 
portion to  the  remaining  inhabitants  of  South-Carolina,  that 
Jord  Cornwallis,  with  his  superiority  in  arms,  might  reasonably 
expect,  that  the  patrons  of  American  independence  would  be  ut- 
terly incapable  of  giving  him  further  trouble  in  that  state ;  but 
events  were  different.  Co'.  Marion  had  retired  from  Charleston 
during  the  siege,  his  leg  being  fractured,  which  disabled  him  from 
commanding  his  regiment.  After  the  surrender  of  the  capital 
he  retreated  to  North-Carolina.  He  was  promoted  by  gov.  Rut- 
ledge  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  about  the  time  that  Sump- 
tcr  was  honored  in  like  manner,  which  was  soon  after  the  latt^er 
had  penetrated  into  South-Carolina,  and  recommenced^  military- 
opposition  to  British  government,  though  he  has  hitherto  been 
spoken  of  under  his  continental  title  of  colonel.  Marion  success- 
fully prosecuted,  in  the  north-eastern  extremit  es  of  the  state, 
the  same  plan  with  Sumpter.  On  the  advance  of  gen.  Gates,  he 
procured  the  commandof  sixteen  men  ;  with  thesehe  penetrated 
through  the  country,  and  took  a  position  near  the  Santee,  From 
this  station  he  sallied  out  and  captured  a  small  British  guard,  and 
rescued  150  soldiers  of  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  corps,  v/ho, 
having  been  taken  on  the  1 6th  of  August,  were  on  their  way  from 
Camden  to  Charleston.  He  released  the  prisoners,  paroled  his 
captives,  and  then  took  himself  to  the  woods.  The  defeat  of 
Gates  however  obliged  him  to  c^uit  the  state,  but  after  an  absence 
of  a  few  days  he  returned.  In  his  letter  from  Peedee  of  August 
the  29th  he  wrote  to  Gates — ''  As  the  miiida  is  not  under  any 
command,  some  days  I  have  not  more  than  a  dozen  witl;i  me." — > 
In  subsequent  ones  he  expressed  himself  as  follows — "  On  Sep- 
tember the  4th,  marched  with  53  to  attack  a  body  of  200  tories, 
who  intended  to  surprise  me  : — surprised  a  party  of  45,  killed  and 
wounded  all  but  15,  who  escaped  : — met  and  attacked  the  main 
body,  and  put  them  to  flight,  though  they  had  200  men." — ■ 
"  Marched  to  Black  Mingo  September  the  24th,  where  was  a 
guard  of  60  men  of  the  militia  j — attacked  them  on  the  28th  ;— 
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killed  three,  wounded  and  took  13  prisoners.     I  had  1  captain 
and   1  private  killed  ;   1   captain,    I  lieutenant,    and  6    privates 
v/ounded  :  several  of  the  enemy  have  since  been  found  dead  in  a, 
••swamp  to  which  llicy  took.    So  many  of  my  men  were  desu'ous 
■••c.f  s-cino  their  wives  and  families  which  have  been  burnt  out,  tnat 
-  1  foundin  necessary  to  retreat  the  next  morning     I  he  prisoners 
t'lkcn  arc  men  of  fortune  and  family,   which  1  hope  wil   checKi 
the  mihtia  from  takin-  arms  against  us.     Capt.  Murphy  s  party 
h-ue  burnt  a  ereat  number  of  houses  on  little  Pcdee,  and  intend 
tu  zo  on  in  that  abominable  work,  which  I    am    apprehensive 
may  be  laid  to  me  ;  but  i  assure  you,  that  there  is  not  one  house 
burnt  by  my  orders,  or  by  any  of  my  people  •,  it  is  what  I  detest, 
to  distress  poor  women  and  childicn."    The  manner  of  Marion  s 
expressing  himself,  points  out  Murphy  for  an  anti-royalist.   Ma- 
'  iw  of  the  professed  whies  disgv^iced  themselves  by  the  burnings, 
plunderinos  and  cruelties  that  they  practised  in  their  turn  upon 
■the  royalists.     They  changed  sides  at  times,  as  appeai-s  bv  .>la- 
^  rion's  letter  of  October  the  )8th— "  I  have  never  yet  had  more 
than  seventy  men  to  act  witji  me,  and  sometimes  they  leave  nie 
to  '>0  or  30.     Many  who  had  fought  with  me,  I  am  now  ob- 
Jired  to  ficrht  against."     He  wrote  to  Gates  "  Nov.  the  4th.     I 
cios<:ed  P'cdec  the  i24th  of  Oct.  the   next  night  came  up  wit\x 
two  hundred  men  under  col.  Tyne,  whom  I  surprised  :   killed  6, 
wounded  14,  and  took  prisoners  23,  and  got  80  horses  and  sad- 
dles, and  as  many  stand  of  arms.  The  colonel  made  his  escape  ; 
but,  sending  a  party  to  the   High  Hills  of  Santee,  he  tell  into 
--our  hands,  with  several  other   prisoners,  and  some  who  have 
^een  very  active  against  us  and  great  plunderers,      fhe  militiLi 
are  now  turning  out  better  than  they  have  done.     At  present  I 
have  upwards  of  200,  and  expect  that  in  three  or  four  days  it  wi  I 
be  double  ''     *'  131ack-river,  Nov.  the  9th,   col.  Tarleton  [with 
his  corps!  has  burnt  all  the  houses,  and  destroyed  all  the  corn, 
+Vom Camden  down  to  Nelson's  ferry:  has  behaved  to  the  poor 
women  with  ^reat  barbarity  ;  beat  Mrs.  Richardson,  tne  relict  ot 
o^^n    Richard^son,  to  make  her  tell  where  I   was;  and  aas  not 
.  Teft  her  a  change  of  raiment.  He  not  only  destroyed  all  the  corn, 
but  burnt  a  number  of  cattle  in  the  houses  he  fired.— It  is  distres- 
sing to  see  the  women  and  children  sitting  in  the  open  air  round 
a  fire  without  a  blanket,  or  any  clothing  but  what  they  had  on, 
and  women  of  family,  and  that  had  ample  fortunes  ;  for  he  spares 
r.eiUier  wig   nor  torv.     Most  of  the  inhabitants  to    the  south- 


ward  are  ready  and  eager  to  take  up  arms  against  iheirtask-m.s- 
tCT«  ?'  *'  Nov.  the  21st,  col.  Tarleton  retreated  to  L^amaea,   ar- 
•  destroying  most  of  the  houses  and  provisions  on  tne  Higii 

Vol.  III."  N  ^'^^ 
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Hills  of  Santec— Many  of  ray  people  have  left  mc  and  gone 
over  to  the  enemy  ;  for  they' think  w^e  have  no  army  coming 
on,  and  that  they  have  been  deceived,  as  we  have  heard  nothing 
from  you  for  a  great  while.  Gen.  Harrington  has  not  done  any 
service  with  the  troops  he  commands,  while  I  have  been  obligeii 
to  act  with  so  izw',  as  not  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  do  any  thing 
effectual  for  want  of  men  and  ammunition."  So  much  v/as  he 
distressed  for  ammunition,  that  he  has  engaged  when  he  had  not 
three  rounds  to  each  man  of  his  party.  At  other  times  he  brought 
his  men  into  view,  though  without  ammunition,- that  he  might 
make  a  show  of  numbers  to  the  enemy.  The  saws  of  mills  were 
converted  into  horsemen's  swords  for  his  defence.  For  months 
he  and  his  party  slept  in  the  open  air,  and  sheltered  themselvcsr 
in  the  thick  recesses  of  deep  swamps ;  from  whence  he  sallied  out 
whenever  an  opportunity  of  harrassing  the  enemy,  or  of  serving 
his  countrv  presented  itself.  He  paid  the  greatest  regard  to  pri- 
vate property,  and  restrained  his  men  from  every  species  of 
plunder. 

Opposition  to  royal  government  cannot  be  said  to  have  bee.^^ 
at  any  time,  altogether  extinct  in  the  extremities  of  South -Car- 
olina." The  inhabitants  of  a  part  of  the  state,  called  the  New  Ac- 
quisition, never  were  paroled  as  prisoners,  nor  did  they  take  prow 
tection  as  subjects.  A  considerable  partof  Sumpter's  men,  after 
their  dispersion  on  the  18th  of  August,  repaired  to  that  settle- 
ment, and  generally  kept  in  small  parties  for  their  own  defence. 
Some  of  them  joined  major  Davie  at  the  head  of  about  fifty  vq- 
lunteers,  who  had  equipped  themselves  as  dragoons,,  andv^as  the 
only  American  corps  which  at  that  time  had  not  been  beaten,  oi: 
dispersed.     Let  us  now  repair  to  Hillsborougho 

Gen.  Gates  seeing  the  wretched  relics  of  his  unfortunate  con- 
tinental 'drmy  destitute  of  every  thing,  did  all  that  was  possible 
to  procure  them  provisions  and  clothing.  He  used  the  most 
pressing  solicitations  to  gov.  Nash  and  the  assembly  of  North-Ca- 
rolina. They  being  present^  saw  and  lamented  tlie  hapless  fate 
of  those  brave  men,  who  had  been  deserted  in.danger  by  the  peo- 
ple they  meant  to  protect.  Humanity,  gratitude,  policy  and  self- 
defence,  dictated  the  most  vigorous  exertions.  Such  were  the  exi- 
gences of  the  whig  party,  that  every  man  felt  and  submitted  to- 
the  necessity  of  giving  all  his  assistance,  as  well  on  the  present 
occasion,  as  to  provide  against  contingent  misfortunes.  I'he  le- 
gislature therefore  unanimously  concurred  in  the  measure  of  tak- 
ing arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing,  wherever  to  be  found  in  the 
state,  on  the  credit  of  the  state  :  for  paper-money  had  scarce  any 
valuej  and  they  had  no  other.    They  also  ordered,  that  a  cla^s- 

o£ 
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•f  their  militia  should  be  draughted,  and  march  immediately  toi-- 
ward  Salisbury,  for  which  place  it  was  lhoup;ht  lord  CornwaUis 
was  preparing  to  advance  with  his  army.  A  comfortabh  supply 
of  fresh  meat  and  meal  or  ilour,  was  procured  for  tlic  hospital  ; 
and  beef  was  better  and  more  plenty  at  Hillsborough  than  it  used 
to  be  in  camp.  An  arrangement  of  the  broken  troops  took  place 
upon  an  agreement  of  a  council  of  general  and  lield-oihccrs, 
and  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer.  The  first,  third,  iifth 
and  seventh  Maryland  regiments,  formed  together  one  battalion, 
called  the  first,  and  was  commanded  by  m.ajor  Anderson.  The 
second,  fourth  and  sixth  Maryland!  regiments,  with  the  Deia- 
ware,  constituted  the  second  battalion,  and  was  commanded  by 
major  Hard  man.  'I'hese  two  battalions  were  completely  oflicer- 
ed,  and  formed  one  regiment^  coiiiiiianded  by  col.  Otho  Hol- 
land Williams  and  lieut.  col.  Howard.  'J'he  troops  being  with- 
out pay,  clothing,  and  sometimes  provision,  many  temptations 
were  used  to  seduce  them  from  their  duty,  and  to  desert  to  the 
British  army,  which  was  well  clothed  and  fed,  aad  duly  suppli-ed 
with  rum,  a  thing  of  no  small  consideration  with  common  men; 
yet  such  was  their  iidcHty,  that  very  few  left  the  field,  even  to 
return  to  their  families ;  and  they  several  times  seized  and  brought 
before  their  ofHccrs,  those  who  would  have  conducted  ti^em  to 
Camden,  and  have  rewarded  them  for  their  treachery.  They 
were,  altera  tinie,  encamped  about  a  mile  out  of  town,  though 
without  tents,  by  the  hclvi  of  fence-rails,  poles,  brush  and  Indian 
corn  tops,  llie  officers  sufle red  no  circumstance  of  humiliation 
or  distress  to  induce  them  into  a  remission  of  discipline  ;  and  be- 
ing alway  with  their  respective  commands,  and  sharing  their  fate, 
a  mutual  confidence  and  affection,  and  at  the  same  time  a  due 
subordination  prevailed  throughout  the  line.  Col.  Buford  having 
recruited  his  regiment  (which  had  been  so  cruelly  handled  by 
Tarleton's  legion)  to  about  200  men,  arrived  from  Virginia  on 
ihe  16th  of  September  ;  but  these  were  badly  armed,  and  almost 
destitute  of  clothing.  Near  the  same  time  sixty  Virginia  militia 
arrived ;  as  di-d  about  fifty  of  Porterfield's  light-infantry  on  the 

18th  ;  these  joined  Buford's  corps*  I'he  regmicnts  commanded 
by  him  and  Williams,  were  formed  into  one  brigade  by  general 
orders,  and  the  command  given  to  General  Smallwood. 

Kariy  in  September  col.  Clark  collected  a  number  of  Ameri- 
cans, and  marched  through  the  upper  parts  of  South-Carolina,  on 
his  way  to  Georgia.  A  fe\v  joined  him  in  Ninety-Six,  but  the 
more  prudent  discouraged  him  from  his  ill-timed  enterprise.  He 
iiovpever  prosecuted  his  design,  and  by  the  14th  arrived  at  Au- 
sjiista  with  about  500  men.     He  soon  engaged  li^tit.  col.  Brown, 
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the  commandant ;  who  with  his  small  garrison  and  a  hw  Iivdt^ 
ans  defended  himself  bravely,  till  he  £;ot  possession  ofthe  Garden' 
liill  :  then  the  action  became  warm  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour^.- 
when  the  Americans  gave  way,  on  which  he  took  post  at  thci 
houses.  At  one  the  next  day,  about  50  Cherokee  Indians  show-: 
ed  themselves  on  the  opposite  hill,  and  got  into  the  garrison  i  and 
as  soon  as  they  were  furnished  with  arms  and  ammunition,  the 
Americans  were  discovered  advancing.  A  warm  engagement, 
followed  soon  after,  and  continued  till  night.  Clark  afterward 
summoned  Brown  to  surrender,  and  received  for  answer,  "  I 
shall  do  my  duty  as  an  ofhcer,  by  defending  myself  to  the  last 
extremity.'*  Brown  was  then  threatened  in  a  second  letter,  and 
replied  to  Clark>  "  If  you  have  nothing  further  to  offer  upon  the 
teturn  of  the  flag^  hostilities  will  commence  afresh.'*  Brown  ex* 
pected  to  be  relieved,  which  took  place  on  Monday  morning  the 
18th,  by  the  arrival  of  lieut.  col.  Cruger  from  Ninety-Six,  with 
SI  party  of  regular  troops  and  militia  on  the  opposite  hill.  By^ 
the  time  Cruger  had  crossed  the  first  part  of  his  people  over  the 
tiver,  part  of  the  garrison  sallied  out  upon  the  Americans,  and; 
brought  in  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  some  pTisoners^  one  of 
whom  fHenry  Dukes)  was  instantly  banged.  '  Brown  waswoun^ 
ded  in  both  thighs  at  the  beginning  of  the  action.  The  loss  was 
considerable  on  the  side  of  the  royalists,  though  more  so  on  that 
of  the  Americans.  When  the  last  had  left  Augusta,  the  inhab- 
itants who  had  joined  Clark,  or  who  were  supposed  to  favor  his 
design,  were  treated  with  the  utmost  severity  (Brown  hanged 
about  thirty)  which  has  greatly  disgusted,  and  prepared  the 
minds  of  the  people  for  a  determined  revolt. 

In  consequence  of  measures  taken  by  the  governor  and  assem- 
bly of  North-Cavolina,  asmall  quantity  of  clothing  was  obtained  ; 
and  in  a  few  days  four  companies  of  light-infantry  v;ere  equip-* 
ped  and  selected  from  the  line.  The  remains  of  the  first  and 
third  regiments  of  cavalry  came  up  to  camp  the  2d  of  Oct.  com* 
manded  by  lieut.  cols.  Washington  and  White.  On  the  same 
day  col.  Morgan,  who  had  been  but  a  few  days  arrived,  was  in^ 
vested  with  the  command  of  the  light  troops,  consisting  of  the 
cavalry  under  Washington,  four  companies  of  regular  infantry 
under'  Howard,  and  a  small  body  ot^  riflemen  from  Virginia^ 
Morgan  had  orders  to  march  immediately  toward  Salisbury,  and 
act  in  concert  with  the  militia  of  North-Carolina,  whom  the  le* 
gislature  had  subjected  to  the  command  of  gen.  Smallwood. 

While  lord  Cornwallis  was  restrained  from  active  operations, 
^ythe  excessive  heats  and  unhealthy  season  wlrich  followed  his 
Victory  at  Camden,  major  f  erguson/of  the  71  st  British  regiment, 
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undertook  personnlly  to  visit  the  settlements  of  the  disafFcttcu  to 
the  Aiiici'iCciii  cause  and  to  tram  their  yuiino  iiicii  tor  scrvieein 
the  field.  \Vilh  tliesc,  at  a  proper  season,  he  was  to  join  his 
lordsh.ip,  who  advanced  with  liis  army  from  Camden  t')  Waxhaws 
about  the  8lh  of  September.  Ferguson  having  ecdleeted  a  con- 
siderable body  of  troops,  prineipahy  from  new  raised  eoips,  was 
detached  by  way  of  Burke's  court-house  to  mana-avre  througli 
the  northern  parts  of  South-Carolina,  and  to  join  Cornwallis  at 
Charlotte,  of  which  place  his  lordship  took  possession  on  the 
iI6tli  of  September,  but  not  without  being  opposed  on  his  route 
bv  the  North  and  South-Carolina  militia.  Major  Davie  also, 
with  his  volunteer  corps  of  horse,  which  served  the  militia  as  a 
van-guard,  conlribuled  considerably  to  aajioy  him  and  insult  his 
power.  Ferguson  extended  his  route  into'l'ryon  county  in  North- 
Carolina,  and  by  proclamation,  and  threats  induced  nmny  to  join 
him.  He  had  under  him  a  considerable  proportion  of  those  li- 
centious people,  who,  having  collected  from  all  parts  of  America 
into  these  remote  countries,  were  willing  to  take  the  opportuni- 
ty of  the  prevailing  confusion  to  carry  on  their  usual  depreda-- 
tions.  As  they  marched,  they  plundered  the  whig  inhabitants. 
Violences  of  this  kind  frequently  repeated,  induced  many  persons 
to  consult  their  own  safety  by  flying  beyond  the  m.ountains.  By 
such  lively  representations  of  their  fufferings,  as  the  distressed  are 
alwav  readv  to  give,  thev  added  to  that  alarm  and  terror,  which 
the  total  route  of  Gates's  army  had  spread  through  the  most  distant 
parts  of  North-Carolina,  l^he  people  conceived  that  their  secu- 
rity depended  upon  their  taking  arms,  and  keeping  the  war  as 
far  from  home  as  possible.  Ferguson  was  tempted  to  stay  near 
to  the  western  mountains  longer  than  necessary,  under  the  hope 
of  cutting  oiF  Clark  in  his  retreat  from  Georgia.  This  delay  gave 
an  opportunity  for  the  junction  of  several  corps  ot  militia,  which 
proved  his  ruin.  Col.  Williams  of  Ninety-Six  pursued  him  with 
430  horse.  The  inhabitants  about  the  western  parts  (north  of 
North-Carolina,  and  west  of  the  AUeghancy  and  Virginia)  volun- 
tarily mustered  under  their  respective  colonels  in  the  different 
quarters  where  they  lived.  Being  all  mounted,  and  unencumber- 
ed with  baggage,  their  motions  were  rapid.  Each  man  set  out  with 
his  blanket,  knapsack  and  gun,  in  quest  of  major  Ferguson,  in 
the  same  manner  he  was  used  to  pursue  the  wild  beasts  of  the  for- 
est. At  night  the  earth  aitorded  them  abed,  and  the  heavens  a 
covering:  the  running  stream  quenched  their  thirst,  while  a  few 
cattle  driven  in  their  rear,  together  with  the  supplies  acquired  by 
their  guns,  secured  them  provision.  They  were  under  theconi- 
loand  of  colonels  Campbell,  CI<^Ycland,.  Shelby  and  Sevier.   'Ih(3 
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^st  ]  unction  of  these  mountaincrs  was  accidental.     Williams  W3$ 
iiiformec],  on  the  2cl  of  October,   by  one  express  from  bhelbf^, 
that  1500  were  upon  their  march,  and  by  another  from  Cieve-; 
land,  that  he  was  within  ten  miles  with  800  men.     V/henthef 
i-iad  all  joined  near  Gilbert-tov/n,  they  amounted  to  near  3000; 
They  soon  found  out  Ferguson's  encampment.     This  was  on  an 
eminence,    of  a  circular  base,  known   by  the  name  of  King's 
Mountain,  situated  near  the  confines  of  North  and  South-Caro- 
lina.    It  being  apprehended  that  Ferguson  was  hastening  his 
iliarch  down  the  country  to  join  CornwaUis,  the  Americans  se- 
lected nine  hundred   a-nd  ten  of  their  best  men,  and  mounted 
them  on  their   iieetest  horses.     With  tliis  force  they  cam.e  ut» 
v/ith  Ferouson  on  the  7th  of  October.    Some  dispute  had  arisen 
about  the"  right  of  command  ;  but  it  was  hnal-ly   agreed   to  be 
given  to   Campbell.     The  enterprise  however^  was   conducted 
without   regular  military   subordination,  under  the  direction  of 
Campbcii,  Cleveland,    Shelby,  Sevier   and  Williams,  each  of 
r^hom   respectively  led  on  hrs  own  men.     As  they  approscbed 
the  royal  encampment,  it  v/as  agreed  to  divide  their  forte.  Som^ 
ascended  the  mountain^  while  others  went  round  its  base  in  op-^ 
posite  directions.     Cleveland,  in  liis  progres^i  round  with  one  of 
the  detachments^  discovered  an  advanced   picket  of  the  royaf 
t4"0ops.     On  this  occasion  he  addressed  his  men  in  the  following 
lano;uag-e — "  My  brave  fellows,  Vve  have  beat  the  tories,  and  Ave 
can'beat  them; 'they  are  all  cowards,     if  they  had  the  spirit  of 
men,  they  would  join  with  their  fehlow-citizens  in  supporting. 
the  independence  of  their  country.     When  engaged,  you  are 
not  to  wait  for  the  wordof  conmiand  from  me.     Iwiii  show  ygu' 
by  my  example  how  to  light,     lean  undertake  no  m.ore.    Every 
Xnan  must  consider  himself  as  an  officer,  and  act  from  his  owii^ 
judgment.     Fire  as  quick  as  you  can,  and  stand  your  ground  as 
long  as  you  can.     When  you  can  do  no  better,  get  behind  trees, 
or  retreat ;  but  i  beg  of  you  not  to  run  quite  oC     If  we  are  re- 
pulsed, let  us  make  a  point  to  return  and  renew  the  fight.    Per- 
haps you  may  have  better  luck  in  the  second    attempt  than  the 
first.     If  any  of  you  are  afraid,  such  have  leave  to  retire,  and 
they  are  requested  immediately  to  take  themselves  off.'^' 

'l^he  firing  commenced  about  four  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The 
picket  gave  way,  and  were  pursued  zs  they  retired  up  the  moun* 
tain  to  the  main  body.  Ferguson,  with  the  greatest  bravery, 
ordered  his  men  to  charge.  The  Americans  retired  from  the 
approaching  bayonet.  Soon  after  these  liad  retreated,  Shelby, 
with  the  other  detachmient,  having  completed  the  designed  cir- 
cuit, opportunely  arrived,  and  from  an  unexpected  quarter  pour- 
ed in  a  well  directed  fire.     Ferguson  desisted  from  the  pursuit, 

and 
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and  engaged  iiis  new  adversaries,  The  Brili.sli  bayoncc  vva» 
again  successful,  and  caused  them  also  to  tall  back,  iiy  this 
time  the  party  commanded  by  Campbell  had  ascended  the  moun- 
tain, and  renewed  the  attack  from  that  eminence.  Ferguson 
presented  a  new  front,  and  was  again  successful ;  but  all  his  ex- 
ertions were  unavailing.  At  this  monicnt  Cleveland's  men,  hav- 
ing been  rallied,  renewed  their  fuc.  As  often  as  one  of  the  A-i 
nicrican  parties  was  driven  back,  another  returned  to  its  station. 
Ferguson's  unconquerable  spirit  reiuscd  to  surrender.  However, 
after  having  repulsed  a  succession  of  adversaries,  pouring  in 
tlicir  lire  from  new  directions,  this  olhcer  received  a  mortal 
wound.  No  chance  of  escape  being  left,  and  all  prospect  of 
sticcessful  resistance  being  at  an  end,  the  second  in  command 
sued  for  quarters.  The  bloody  conliict  continued  forty-seven 
minutes  'I'he  brave  major,  with  150  cf  his  men,,  fell  in  the  ac- 
tion ;  8 1 0,  including  regulars,  v/ere  made  prisoners,  150  of  who.ni 
were  wounded  ;  the  remainder,  about  440,  escaped.  The  whole 
number  of  British  regulars  was  short  of  iOO.  The  Americans 
took  1500  stand  of  arms.  Their  loss  of  men  killed  in  theiicld^ 
amounted  to  about  twenty  ;  but  they  had  a  great  many  wounded. 
The  distinguished  militia' officer  who  has  been  repeatedly  men- 
tioned, colonel  Wiilianis,  was  mortally  wounded. 

Major  Ferguson  was  overseen,  in  making  his  stand  on  the 
tnountain,  which  being  much  covered  with  woods,  gave  the  mi- 
litia, who  were  all  riflemen,  the  opportunity  of  approaching  near 
with  greater  safety  to  themselves  than  if  they  had  been  upoii 
the  open  ground.  The  major  however,  might  have  made  good 
his  retreat,  if  not  with  the  whole,  at  least:  with  a  great  part  of  his 
men,  had  he  pursued  his  march  immediately  upon  his  charging 
and  driving  tlie  lirst  detachment;  for  though  tire  militia  acted 
with  spirit  for  undisciplined  troops,  it  Vv-as  with  difficulty  that 
they  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  renev/  their  attack,  after  being 
charged  with  the  bayonet.  They  kept  aloof,  and  continued 
popping;  then  gathered  round  and  crept  nearer,  till  at  length 
they  levelled  the  major  with  one  of  their  shot. 

Ten  of  the  men  who  had  surrendered,  were  lianged  by  the 
conquerors.  Colonel  Cleveland  had  early  given  out,  that  if  he 
caught  certain  persons,  who  had  f  jrfeiled  their  lives  by  the  laws 
of  the  land,  he  would  execute  them.  Anaung  those  whom  he 
doomed  to  execution  was  a  militia  officer  who  had  taken  a  Bri- 
tish commission,  though  he  had  before  been  in  the  service  of  the 
state.  I'he  British  officers  finding  wh.at.was  to  be  the  fate  of  the 
party,  would  have  remonstrated.  The  colonel  cut  tji:em  short 
ivith— -'^  Gentlemen,  you  arc  British  officers,  and  shall  be  treated, 
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accortiingly  ;  therefore  give  ^^cur  paroles,  and  march  off  imme- 
diately ;  the  other  person  is  a  subject  of  the  state."  The  spi- 
rited mouDtaineers  having  demoUshed  their  enemy,  returned 
home. 

Lord  Cornwallis  ivas  so  confident  of  the  success  of  his 
schemes,  that  he  did  not  wait  the  arrival  of  major  Ir'erguson  at 
Charlotte,  but  advanced  toward  Salisbury,  and  obliged  the  mi- 
litia, for  security,  to  cross  the  Yadkin,  and  take  post  on  its  north 
bank  •  he  was  deliberate  however,  in  his  march.  He  halted 
short  of  Salisbury  ;  and  upon  hearing  of  major  Ferguson's  fate, 
faced  about  and  returned  to  Charlotte.  About  the  1 4th  of  Oc- 
tober he  retreated  to  Wynsborough.  This  was  the  more  need- 
ful, as  major  Davie's  corps,  being  greatly  increased,  frequently- 
intercepted  his  lordship's  foraging  parties  and  convoys.  Rilie- 
men  also  often  penetrated  near  his  camp,  and  from  behind  trees 
took  care  to  make  sure  of  their  object.  'I'hus  the  late  conquer- 
ors found  their  situation  very  uneasy,  being  exposed  to  unseen 
danger  if  they  attempted  to  make  an  excursion  of  only  a  fevv 
hundred  yards  from  their  encampment.  As  his  lordship  re^ 
tired,  the  militia  took  several  waggons,  loaded  with  stores  and 
the  knapsacks  of  the  light  infantry  and  legion,  and  single  men 
repeatedly  rode  up  within  gun-shot  of  the  army,  discharged 
their  pieces,  and  made  their  escape. 

On  the  10th  of  November  lord  Cornwallis  wrote  to  gen.  SmaLL 
wood — "  I  must  now  observe,  that  the  cruelty  exercised  on  the 
prisoners  taken  under  major  Ferguson,  is  shocking  to  humanity; 
and  the  hanging  poor  old  col.  Mills,  v\^ho  was  always  a  fair  and 
open  enemy  to  your  cause,  was  an  act  of  the  most  savage  bar- 
barity. It  has  also  been  reported  to  me,  that  capt.  Oates,  of  coh 
Gray's  militia,  who  was  taken  near  the  Pedee,  was  lately  put 
to  death  without  any  crime  being  laid  to  his  charge.  From  the 
character  which  I  have  heard  of  you,  Sir,  I  cannot  suppose  that 
you  can  approve  of  these  most  cruel  murders  ;  but  1  hope  you 
will  see  the  necessity  of  interposing  your  authority  to  stop  this 
bloody  scene,  which  must  oblige  mc,  injustice  to  the  suffering 
loyalists,  to  retaliate  on  the  unfortunate  persons  now  in  my  pow- 
er. I  am  not  conscious  that  any  persons  have  hitherto  been  ex- 
ecuted by  us,  unless  for  bearing  arms  after  having  given  a  mili- 
tary parole  to  remain  quietly  at  home ;  or  for  enrolling  them- 
selves voluntarily  in  our  militia,  receiving  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  king's  store,  and  taking  the  first  opportunity  of  joining; 
our  enemies.  The  only  persons  who  were  hanged  at  Camden, 
after  the  action  of  the  16th  and  13th,  except  some  deserters  from 
oui"  armvj  were  t^Yo  or  three  of  the  latter  description,  who  were 
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jacked  out  fiom  about  thirty  convicted  of  the  like  oiTcnce,  on 
spcount  of  some  particular  aggravating  circuiiistanccs  which  at- 
tended their  case."  Notwithstanding  it  was  ivianifcst  that  there; 
was  a  powerful  p^vty  in  the  litate,  which  was  dcicnnined  to  op- 
pose the  cStabJishing  of  royal  govern ir.cn t,  yet  to  convince  the 
Inhabitanis  that  the  British  were  seriously  resolved  to  remove 
trorn  the  country  all  who  refused  t>  becorje  subjects,  a  further 
I) limber  of  twenty-two  citizens,  who  still  remained  prisoners 
on  parole,  was  shipped  off  about  the  16Lb  of  Novciiibcr,  for  5t. 
Augustine,  to  whbiii  were  added  general  Rutherford  and  co{4 
Isaacs,  uf  North-Carolina,  who  Were  taken  near  Camden  in 
August.  These  vv'ere  treated  with  more  pohteness  than  the  first 
5ct.  'ilie  only  charge  exhibited  against  them,  as  the  reason  of 
their  exile,  was,  that  **  they  discovered  no  disposition  to  return 
to  their  allegiance,  and  would,  if  ia  their  power,  overturn  the 
British  government.'' 

Gen.  Gates  wrote  to  tlie  president  of  congress  [Oct.  16.] — • 
"The  enemy  have  so  far  the  worst  of  the  campaign,  having  lost 
considerably  more  men,  officers  and  arms  than  your  army  ;  and 
even  lost  ground,  as  they  had  several  posts  at  the  beginning  of 
^hc  campaign  on  Pedec,  all  which  are  now  evacuated."  Gen, 
Sinallwood  having  left  Hillsborough  to  take  the  command  at  Sa^ 
■iisbury,  the  command  of  the  brigade  at  the  tirst  place  devolved  on 
coh  Williams  ;  oitirers  and  soldiers  were  impatient  for  taking  the 
field  ;  every  exertion  was  used  ;  and  the  clothing  being  wrought 
up,  old  suits  mended,  and  the  blankets  proportionally  distribut- 
t^.d,  report  thereof  was  made  to  head-quarters,  when  the  general 
gave  orders  for  the  brigade  to  march  on  the  2d  of  November, 
*.vith  the  artillery,  ammunition  and  baggage,  under  the  command 
of  ,coJ.  Otho  H.V/illiamSo  On  the  8th  the  troops  reached  Salis- 
bury, having  marched  iOO  miles  in  less  than  eight  days,  upon 
-three  pounds  and  an  half  of  Indian  rneal  per  man,  and  some  beef. 
Havhig  no  tents,  they  were  fortunate  in  a  succession  ot  fine  days 
lih  the  fourth  after  their  arrival.  Gates  had  now  doriQ  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  repair  the  injuries  of  his  defeat,  and  was 
endeavoring  to  recover  as  rnuch  territory  to  the  United  States,  as 
the  civcumstances  of  the  war  in  the  southern  department  would  ad- 
mit of,  when  he  received  advice  from  some  of  his  friends,  but  from 
no  one  officially,  that  congress  had  appointed  anoiiicerto  super- 
sede" him,  and  hjd  ordered  a  court  of  enquiry  to  beheld  on  his 
■conduct.  He  had  even  a  v^ery  polite  friendly  ictter  horn  the  pre- 
i^ideht,  of  a  later  date  than  those  v/hich  brought  the  information. 
This  , treatment  bv  cono:ress  was  neither  liberal  nor  candid.  And 
\et  scvere'as  it  seemed  to  be,  both  in  the  manner  and  matter,  it 
■\\'L.  ny  O  was 
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was  flot  fhe  most  painfu!  stroke  that  the  unfortunate  general  ha^l 
to  suffer  at  that  period.  His  friends  had  cautiously  kept  from 
him  for  some  time,  the  knowledge  of  the  death  of  his  son^ — aix 
only  child,  an  amiable  youth  of  about  nineteen,  whose  natural 
genius,  improved  by  education  promised  service  to  his  country 
and  honor  to  his  family.  Amid  the  general's  other  trials,  this 
came  suddenly  upon  him.  He  bore  all  with  a  lirmaess  that 
would  reiiect  credit  on  the  most  philosophic  mind  ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  indelicacy  with  which  he  thought  himself  treated^ 
he  continued  to  do  all  he  could  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
cause  in  which  he  was  engaged.  He  remained  at  Hillsborough 
a  day  or  two,  to  give  an  account  of  the  measures  he  had  takea 
Jind  was  about  to  take,  to  retrieve  the  lost  country  ;  then  w^ent 
on  to  the  camp  at  Salisbury,  where  he  arrived  on  the  11th  No- 
vember, with  about  130  dragoons  ;  and  had  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing within  four  days  of  gen.  Sumpter's  success. 

Sumpter,  after  the  dispersion  of  his  forceon  the  18th  of  August, 
collected  a  corps  of  volunteers,  and  received  such  occasional  re- 
inforcements as  enabled  him  to  keep  the  fieid,  though  there  was 
no  continental  army  in  South-Carolina  for  three  months.  He  va- 
ried his  position  from  time  to  time,  and  had  frequent  skirmishes 
with  his  adversaries.  Having  mounted  his  followers,  he  infested 
the  British,  beat  up  their  quarters,  intercepted  their  convoys,  and 
so  harrassed  them  with  successive  alarms,  that  their  movements 
could  not  be  made  but  with  caution  and  difficulty.  On  the  12th 
he  was  attacked  at  Broad-river  by  major  Weyms,  commanding  a 
corps  of  infantry  and  dragoons.  In  this  action  the  British  were 
defeated,  and  the  major  taken  prisoner,  having  had  his  thigh 
broken.  Though  he  had  deliberately  hung  Mr.  Cusack,  in  Che- 
raw  district,  and  had  in  his  pocket  a  memorandum  of  several 
houses  burned  by  his  command,,  yet  he  received  every  indul- 
gence by  his  conquerors.  Gen.  Sumpter  was  afterwards  a^ttack- 
cd  on  the  20th,  by  lieut.  col.  Tarleton.  Sumpter  being  apprised 
of  Tarleton's  approach,  possessed  himself  of  a  strong  post  on 
Blackstock's  hill,  close  to  Tygcr-river.  Tarleton,  without  wait- 
ing for  the  rest  of  his  detachment,  directed  a  precipitate  attack 
with  170  dragoons  and  80  men  of  the  63d  regiment,  to  that  part 
of  the  hill  which  was  nearly  perpendicular,  with  a  small  rivulet, 
brush-wood  and  a  railed  fence  in  front.  A  considerable  division 
of  Sumpter's  force  had  been  thrown  into  a  large  log  barn,  from 
which  the  men  fired  with  security,  as  the  apertures  between  the 
logs  served  them  for  loop-holes.  British  valor  was  conspicuous 
upon  this  occasion ;  but  no  valor  could  surmount  the  obstaclea 
and  disadvantages  that  here  stood  in  its  way.     The   63d  was 

roughly 
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Touphly  handled  ;  the  cammandin.^  oiTicer,  two  others,  with  one 
third  of  their  privates  fel!.  Tarleton  observing  their  situation, 
diar-cd  wkh  hiscavah-v  ;  unable  to  dis!ud-c  the  enemy  either 
Iromthe  log-barn  or  the  height  on  his  lett,  he  was  obliged  to  fall 
back  I  ieut.  Skinner,  attached  to  the  cavalry,  covered  the  rc- 
trea*-of  the  63d'.  In  this  manner  did  the  whole  party  continue 
to  rehire  (till  they  formed  a  junction  with  their  infantry,  who 
were'advancingto  sustain  them)  leaving  Sumpter  m  quiet  pos- 
session of  the  field.  The  general  occupied,  the  hill  for  several 
'lours  •  but  having  received  a  bad  wound,  and  knowing  that  the 
British  would  be  reinforced  the  ne::t  morning,  he  thought  it  ha. 
:iardou3  to  wait.  He  accordingly  reth-d,  and  taking  his  wound- 
ed men  with-  him,  crossed  the  Tyger.  His  loss  was  very  small. 
The  wounded  of  the  British  detachment  were  left  to  his  mercy. 
The  strictest  humanity  was  exercised  towards  theai,.  and  they 
were  supplied  with  every  comfort  in  hispower/-' 

Gen-  Gates^  moved  his   h-ead-<iuarter3   to   Charlotte;    gen, 

■  i^maliwood,  with  the  militia^  encamped  below  at  Providence  on 
the  way  to  Camden  ;  and  the  light  troops  under  Morgan  (raised 
bv  congress  the  13th  of  Octobcrto  the  rank  of  a  brigadier-gene- 
ral upon  the-  repeated  reconiraendationoi:  Gates)  were  further 
advanced  on  that  route,-  Gates  ordered  huts  to  be  built  in  regu- 
lar encampment,- apprehending  that  the  winter  would  be  too  se- 
vere a  season  for  military  operations  in  tliat  latitude.  Such  was 
the  situation  of  the  southern  aimy  when  gen.  Greene  arrived  at 
ChaHotte  the  2d  of  December,  and  delivere<l  to  Gates  the >v^.^ 
erddal  iqformation  of  his  removal  from  the  command— in  so  un- 

■  ceremonious  a  manner  was  he  treated  l  The  army  was  surren^ 
dered  into  Greene's  hands,,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  congress^ 
in  the  following  terms  the  next  day— "Head -quarters,  Cliarlotte, 
Sd  December,  1780.  Parole  Springfield— Counter-sign  Greene, 
The  honorable  maj.  gen.  Greene,  who  arrived  yesterday  attei- 
noon  in  Charlotte,  being  appointed  by  his  excellency  gen.  Wash- 
ington, with  the  approbation  of  the  honorable  congress,  to  the 
command  of  the  southern  army,  all  orders  will  £^r  the^future  is- 
sue from  him,  and  all  reports  are  to  be  made  to  mm.    ^ 

*' Gen.  Gates  returns  his  sincere  and  greattui  thantcs  to  tne 
southern  army  for  their  perseverance,  fortitude,  ana  patient  en- 
durance of  ailthe  hardships  and  suiTerings  they  have  undergone 
while  under  hi^  command.  He  anxiously  hopes  their  misfortunes 
%viU  cease  therewith  ;  and  that  victory  and  the  glorious  advanta- 
ges attending  it  may  be  the  future  portion  of  the  southern  army. 

*  See  licut,  Mackenzie's  Strictures  on  iicut.  goI.  TarIetoa*8  hinory,  P;7i-7J* 
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Gen.  Greene,  one  the  4th  of  December,  dignified  his  gencrai 
orders  with  this  graceful  expression — :"  Gen.  Greene  returns  his- 
thanks  to  the  honorable  maj.  gen.  Gates  for  the  polite  manner 
in  which  he  has  introduced  him  to  his  command  in  the  orders  of 
yesterday,  and  for  his  good  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  southern 
army.'*  The  manly  resignation  of  Gates  on  the  one  part,  and 
the  delicate  disinterestcdnesD  of  Greene  on  the  other,  prevented 
the  embarrassments  naturally  to  be  apprehended  on  such  an  oc- 
casion. The  latter  approved  and  perpetuated  the  standing  or- 
ders of  the  former,  and  treated  him  with  that  candid  respect  whicii 
testified  his  remembrance  of  the  past  services  of  that  officer.   . 

A  few  hours  after  Greene  took  the  command  of  the  army,  f|r: 
repOit  was  made  to  Gates  of  a  foraging  by  the  light  troops  un^  - 
der  Morgan  toward  Camden.  After  collecting  what  the  enemy- 
had  spared  for  further  occasions  in  the  vicinity  of  Clermont,  that 
post  was  reconnoitred  by  the  cavalry  only,  Lieut,  col.  Washing* 
ton  saw  that  it  was  fortified  by  a  block-house  impenetrable  to  small 
arms,  and  encompassed  by  an  abbatis.  Its  vicinity  to  Camden,  : 
from  whence  it  might  be  speedily  succoured,  rendered  a  siegein- 
eligible.  Recourse  was  had  to  stratagem.  He  advanced  his  cav- 
alry in  such  a  direction  as  to  show  his  front,  without  discover- 
ing his  rear  ;  and  dism-ounting  some  of  his  men,  planted  the  trunk 
of  a  pine-tree  upon  some  of  its  branches  so  pointedly  like  afiield- 
piece,  that  it  actually  intin^idated  the  garrison,  A  corporal  of 
dragoons  was  ordered  to  ride  up  and  summon  the  commanding 
officer,  lieut.  col.  Rugeley,  to  surrender.  The  lucky  moment 
■was  seized  on,  and  the  order  obeyed  with  confidence.  The  gar- 
rison, of  upward  of  one  hundred  officers  and  soldiers,  surrender- 
ed at  discretion  without  a  shot,  and  the  works  were  demolished,- 
This  favorable  incident,  in  the  juncture  of  affairs  then  existmg, 
through  ihe  little  superstition  to  which  every  man  is  subject^ 
■was  viewed  by  the  army  as  an  omen  of  success  under  the  new 
commander. 

It  was  on  the  5th  of  October,  that  congress  resolved  that  the 
commander  in  chief  order  a  court  of  inquiry  to  be  held  on  the 
conduct  of  gen.  Gates — 'though  unaccused  of  any  raiUtary  crime.. 
This  resolve  was  founded  on  a  former  resolve,  tiiat  whoever  lost 
a  post  should  be  subject  to  a  court  oi  inquiry.  Had  that  resolve, 
been,  that  every  commanding  officer  who  does  not  beat  the  enemy 
shall  be  recalled  and  subjected  to  a  court  of  inquhy,  whether  ou.  • 
no  any  crime  be  laid  to  his  charge,  Gates  might  have  submitted 
to  his  fate  with  as  much  patience,  as  officers  who  surrender  a 
fort  or  lose  a  ship.  But  he  had  reason  to  complain,  that  con- 
gress, by  their  special  resolve  of  the  5th,  doomed  him  to  tempo- 
rary 
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rary  disestecm  and  Joss  of  confidence.  Gen.  Washington  was  or- 
dered to  appoint  another  officer  tothc  cunni.and  of  the  soulhcni 
army.  On  the  6th  he  received  a  line  from  a  South-Carohna  de- 
legate, acquainting  him,  that  he  was  authorised  by  the  delegates 
of  the  three  southern  states  to  communicate  to  Ids  excellency 
their  wish,  that  gen.  Greene  might  be  the  person.  Irle  was  fixed 
upon,  not  from  the  intiuenec  of  their  wish,  but  from  the  opiidon 
the  commander  in  chief  entertained  of  him,  as  being  the  most 
suited  to  the  service  ;  when  reported  to  congress,  he  was  approv- 
ed of  by  them  on  the  30Lh.  Greene,  before  he  set  out,  expressed 
his  disapprobation  of  ihcir  passing  censure  upon  Gates  by  remov- 
ing him,  as  what  tended  to  take  away  an  oflicer's  character  ; 
which  injury  could  not  be  repaired,  even  by  an  accjuittai  aHer 
examination.  He  added  in  the  conversation  with  a  brother  ge- 
neral— "  1  should  be  very  well  satisfied  to  serve  under  Gates." 
He  duly  weighed  all  the  circumstances  attending  Gates's  situa- 
tion^  and  formed  an  opinion  very  different  from  that  which  oc- 
casioned his  recal ;  and  as  he  travelled  onto  Hillsborough,  ge- 
nerously represented  the  same  and  the  reasons  for  it,  to  those  per- 
sons he  fell  into  company  with,  who  were  blindly  led  away  by- 
having  only  considered  events.  Greene  found  the  country^ 
through  which  he  passed  so  fully  disaffected  to  the  American  in* 
ter^stsand  in  favor  of  the  British,  that  he  was  not  VvUthout  appre- 
hension for  his  personal  safety  ere  he  could  join  the  army.  Hers 
we  take  our  leave  of  him  for  the  present,  and  proceed  to  mentiori 
some  of  the  proceedings  and  acts  of  congress. 

You  have*  met  with  various  charges  against  Dr.  Shippen.-— 
When  congress  had  the  last  year  expressed  their  satisfaction  with 
Dr.  Morgan's  conduct,  the  last  charged  the  former  with  mal- 
practices and  misconduct  in  office.  I'he  charges  were  transmit- 
ted to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  a  court-martial  ensued. 
When  the  proceedings  of  the  latter  were  before  congress  in  Au- 
gust, a  motion  was  made  to  insert  after  W.  Shippen,  these  v/ords 
— "  Excepting  that  part  of  the  second  charge  relative  to  his  spe- 
culating in  hospital  stores,  on  which  the  court  judge  him  highly 
reprehensible"~it  was  rejected  ;  and  it  was  resolved—"  That 
the  court-martial  having  acquitted  the  said  Dr.  Shippen,  order- 
ed that  he  be  discharged  from  arrest."  The  day  after  that  ex- 
traordinary resolve  respecting  gen.  Gates,  they  re-elected  the 
doctor  director-general  of  the  hospital.  On  the'  Gth  of  Septem- 
ber they  recommended  to  the  several  states  claiming  the  western 
country,  to  pass  such  laws,  and  give  their  delegates  such  powers, 
as  might  tifcctuallv  remove  the  only  obstacle  ti>  a  linal  ratifica- 
tion of  the  avticJes  of  confederation  ';    tsnd  then  resolved,  "  that 

tlic 
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tb«  iegislature  of  Maryiaml  be  earnestly  requested  to  authorixt? 
their  delegates  in  congress  to  subscribe  the  articles."  In  the  be> 
ginning  of  October  they  resolved,  **  that  the  unappropriatecf 
lands  that  may  be  ceded  to  the  United  States,-  be  disposed- of  for 
the  common  beneiit  of  the  United  Stales,  to  be  settled  and  form- 
ed into  distinct  republican?  states,"  About  the  same  time  they 
published  that  the  i  1th  and  12th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  with  France,  were  expunged  and  suppressed  the  1st 
of  September^  1778,  agreeable  to  their  desire^  'i'he  articles  an-^ 
nulled  were  as  follows  :  article  the  Ilth — It  is  agreed  and  con- 
cluded, that  there  shall  never  be  any  duty  imposed  on  the  export-^ 
stion  of  the  molasses  that  may  be  taken  by  the  subjects  of  any  of 
the  United  States,  fi^om  the  islands  of  America  which  belong  or 
jTiay  hereafter  appertain  to  his  mostChristian  majesty  :"  ariicle  the 
1 2th-— In  compensation  of  the  exemption  stipulate'd  by  the  pre-^- 
ceding  article,  it  is  agreed  and  concli-idcd,  that  there  shall  never 
l)e  any  duties  imposed  on  the  exportation  of  any  kind  of  merchan-^ 
dise  which  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian,  majesty  may  take 
from  the  countries  and  possessions,  present  or  future,  of  any  of 
the  Thirteen  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  islands  which  shall 
furnish  molasses.  On  the  6th  of  October  the  president  v;rote  a 
circular  letter  to  the  several  states,  in  v/hich,  among  other  mat- 
ters— "  It  is  recommended  to  the  states,  in  the  most  pressing. 
Diunner,  to  have  their  regiments  completed,  and  in  the  field  by 
the  first  day  of  January  next  at  furthest."  On  the  16th  congress- 
resolved,  "  that  the  thanks  of  congress-  be  given  to  brigadiers 
Smallwood  and  Gist,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  Maryland  and 
Delaware  lines,  the  different  corps  of  artillery,  col.  Porterficld's 
and  maj.  Armstrong's  corps  of  light-infantry,  and  coL  Armand's 
cavalry^  for  their  bravery  and  good  conduct  displayed  in  the  ac- 
tion of  the  16th  of  August."  These  thanks  were  not  apphca- 
ble  to  all  with  equal  propriety.  The  implied  censure  cast  upon 
Gates  in  the  formation  of  the  resolve,  and  its  total  silence  con- 
cerning him,  was  a  stigma  that  he  ought  not  to  have  received 
until  he  bad  been  adjudged  to  have  deserved  it,  putting  all  for- 
mer services  out  of  the  question.  It  lias  been  observed,  that  af- 
ter the  disaster  near  Camden,  whenever  congress  published  the 
successes  and  various  operations  of  the  troops  which  he  command-' 
ed,  they  scarcely  ever  mentioned  his  name ;  whether  such  omis- 
sions were  accidental  or  intended,  his  character  was  much  ifv- 
jured  by  them.  On  the  21st  congress  agreed,  that  the  officers  wht> 
continued  in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  should  be  en^tkled 
to  half-pay  during  life.  At  the  end  of  the  month  baron  Stou- 
hen  was  ordered  to  repair  to  tlje  southern  department  t  and 

aiajoi: 
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jnajor  Lcc's  corps  to  proccetl  immediately  to  join  the  southern 
army.  A  few  days  atLcr  they  pKomoUd  the  major  to  the  rank 
«>t  heutenant-colonel.  Wc  now  turn  to  view  liic  scenes  north- 
ward of  Ptiihidelphin. 

G^\'\.  Washington's  difhculties  continued,  lie  v/rote  from 
Orange-town  on  the  20th  of  August,  to  Joseph  Ileed,  esq. 
%vhose  name  has  so  often  occurred  in  dijFercnt  departments,  and 
wiu)  is  now  president  or  governor  of  Pennsylvania—"  Witli  e- 
very  cxci'tion,  1  can  scarcely  keep  tlie  army  in  this  camp,  en- 
tirely continental,  fed  from  day  to  day.  Tis  mortifying  that  we 
sliould  not.  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  campaign,  have  maga- 
zines of  provision  for  even  one  half  of  the  meir  necessary  for  our 
intended  operations,  I  have  every  assurance  from  the  Frenck  - 
iand  and  sea  commanders,  that  the  second  division  may,  without: 
some  very  unexpected  accident,  be  daily  expected.  Should  vvc^ 
upon  the  arrival  of  this  reinforcement,  be  found  (after  all  our 
promises  of  a  co-operating  force)  deficient  in  men,  provision,  and 
every  other  essential,  your  excellency  ciin  easily  perceive  xAwxt 
will  be  the  opinion  of  our  allies,  and  of  all  tlic  world,  and  what 
will  be  the  consequences  in  the  deranged  distracted  state  of  ouir 
affairs."  In  another  of  the  same  date  were  these  sentiments — 
"  To  me  it  will  appear  miraculous,  if  our  affairs  can  maintain 
themselves  much  longer  in  their  present  train.  If  cither  the  tem- 
per or  the  resources  of  the  country  v^ill  not  admit  of  an  altera- 
tion, we  may  soon  expect  to  be  reduced  to  the  humiliating  condi- 
tion of  seeing  the  cause  of  America  held  up  in  America  by  foreigci 
arms.  It  may  easily  be  shov/n,  tiiat  all  the  misfortunes  we  have 
met  with  in  the  military  line,  aie  to  be  attributed  to  short  enlist- 
ments. A  great  part  of  the  embarrassments  in  the  civil,  flow 
from  the  same  source.  The  derangement  of  our  linances  is  es- 
sentially to  be  ascribed  to  it.  The  cxpences  of  the  war  and  the 
paper  emissions,  have  been  greatly  multiplied  by  it.  Wc  have 
iiad  a  great  part  of  the  time  two  sets  of  men  to  feed  and  pav, 
the  discharged  men  going  honre,  and  the  levies  coming  in.  The 
difficulties  and  coi^tof  cnf;a2:inir  men  have  increased  atcvcrv  sue- 
cessive  attempt,  till  among  the  present  levies  we  hnd  there  ar.i 
some  who  have  received  l.OO dollars  in  specie  (35c£.l  jS.  sterling) 
for  five  months  service,  while  our  ofiicers  arc  reduced  to  the  dis- 
.gracefui  necessity  of  performing  the  duties  of  drill  sergeanis  to 
them.  The  frequent  calls  upon  the  nnlitia.^ave  also  interrupt- 
ed the  cultivation  of  their  lands,  aiui  of  course  have  lessened  the 
quantity  of  the  produce,  occasioned  a  scarcity.,  ard.enhai'.ced  the 
prices.  In  an  army  so  unstable  as  ours,  order  and  (economy  have 
>ibeen  impracticable,— The  discontents  of  the:  uogps  have  bcel* 

gradually 
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gradually  matured  to  a  dangerous  extremity.  Something  sati?^ 
factory  must  be  done,  or  the  army  must  cease  to  exist  at  the  enj| 
of  the'  campaign  ;  or  it  will  exhibit  an  example  of  more  virtuQ^ 
fortitude,  self-denial  and  perseverance,  than  has  perhaps  ev^|" 
been  paralleled  in  the  history  of  human  enthusiasm." 

Gen.  Washington,  in  comipiiatice  with  a  prior  appclntmentj 
set  out  with  his  suite,  gen.  Knox  and  the  masquis  de  la  Fayette^ 
to  meet  count  de  Rochambeau  and  adm.  Ternay  at  Hartford!. 
The  general,  with  the  rest  of  the  company,  mustered  up  an4 
borrowed  ail  the  money  they  could,  in  order  to  pay  their  exDejj- 
ces.  They  could  procure  no  more  than  8000  paper  dollars.  .SiiqjS; 
was  the  scarcity  even  of  that  depreciated  commodity  at  campi 
Before  they  quitted  the  New-York  stale  they  had  expended  mor^' 
than  half  their  stock,  and  were  not  a  little  pained  with  the  idea 
of  their  being  soon  incapable  of  discharging  the  landlord's  de-- 
mand.  They  put  on  a  good  countenance  when  in  Connecticut, 
called  for  what  they  wanted,  and  were  well  supplied  :  but  the. 
thought  of  reckoning  with  their  host  damped  their  pleasure. 
However,  to  their  great  joy,  when  the  bills  were  called  for^ 
they  were  informed,  that  the  governor  of  Connecticut  had  giv- 
en orders  that  they  should  pay  nothing  in  that  state,  but  should 
be  at  free  cost.  They  met  the  French  general  and  admiral  oh 
Thursday  the  21  st  of  September  at  the  place  appointed.  Ge'ni 
V/ashington,  in  his  conference  with  the  count,  stated  the  armyj 
in  the  quarter  he  commanded,  for  the  next  campaign,  at  15,000 
Operative  continental  troops.  On  the  idea  of  15.000,  a  memo- 
rial, with  a  plan  of  the  next  campaign,  has  been  transmitted  to 
the  court  of  France.  On  Friday  morning  count  de  Rochambeau 
and  adm.  Ternay  set  off  on  their  return  to  Newport,  and  on  Sa^- 
turday  morning  the  American  gentlemen  commenced  their  re- 
turn to  camp.  During  their  absence  a  discovery  of  the  utmost 
importance  had  been  made,  viz.  a  scheme  for  delivering  West- 
Point  into  the  hands  of  Sir  H.  Clinton.  Gen.  Arnold  who  had  the 
command  of  that  post,  was  brave  but  mercenary,  tond  of  parade, 
and  extremely  disirous  of  acquiring  money  to  defray  the  expen- 
ces  of  it.  When  he  entered  [Philadelphia  after  the  evacuation, 
he  made  gov.  Penn's  the  best  house  in  it  his  head-quarters. 

This  he  furnished  in  a  very  costly  manner,  and  lived  in  a  stile 


importunate, 

life  was  not  in  the  least  assuaged.  About  July  1779,  he  exhibit- 
ed heavy  accounts  and  demand?  against  the  public  .  the  com- 
missioners, upon  examinatioHj  rejected  about  one  half  of  \\\T> 

amount. 
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amount,  lie  appealed  to  congress,  and  a  committee  was  ap-. 
pointed,  who  were  of  opinion,  that  the  commissioners  hnd  aJ- 
lowed  more  than  the  geueial  had  a  right  to  expect  or  demand. 
This  provoked  him  to  oulragcous  expressions  and  proceedings. 
Disgusted  at  tl.e  treatment  he  iiad  met  with,  enibunasscd  in  liIs 
circumstances,  and  having  a  growing  expensive  Tamiiy,  he  turn- 
ed his  tlioughts  toward  bettering  his  fortune  by  new  mcan^.— - 
Klajor  Andie,  adjutant-general  to  the  British  army,  a  risings 
young  officer  of  great  hope  and  merit,  had  commenced  a  cor- 
respondence wltii  Mrs.  Arnokl  in  1179,  under  the  plea  of  sup- 
plying her  v/Itli  ir.iiienery ;  whether  it  was  continued,  and  co- 
vertly improved  by  the  general,  without  her  being  in  the  least 
privity  to  it,  till  ripened  into  the  scheme  of  giving  up  West- 
Point,  is  not  yet  ascertained.  But  the  design  is  generally  thought 
to  have  been  some  time  in  agitation. 

For  the  speedy  completion  of  the  negociation  that  was  carry- 
ing on  between  Sir  Henry  and  gen.  Arnold,  tlie  Vulture  sloop  of 
war  was  stationed  in  the  North-River,  at  such  a  distance  from  the 
American  posts  as,  wiihout  exciting  suspicion,  woLiid  serve  for  the 
necessary  communication.  Before  this  a  written  correspondence, 
through  other  channels,  had  been  maintained  betwxen  Arnold 
and  Andre  at  New- York,  under  the  names  of  Gustavus  and  An- 
derson. The  necessary  arrangements  being  made,  a  boat  was 
sent  at  night  from  the  shore  to  the  Vulture,  to  fetch  major  Andre, 
which  brought  him  to  the  beach  without  the  posts  of  either  ar-. 
my,  where  he  met  Arnold.  Day-light  approaching,  he  was  told 
that  he  must  be  concealed  untii  the  next  night.  In  order  to  it, 
he  was  conducted  within  one  of  the  American  posts,  against  his 
previous  stipulation,  intention  and  knowledge.  He  continued 
with  Arnold  during  the  following  day.  The  next  night  the  boat- 
men refusing  to  conduct  him  back  to  the  Vulture,  which  had 
shifted  her  position,  as  she  lay  exposed  to  the  tire  of  a  cannoa 
sent  to  annoy  her,  he  was  obliged  to  concert  his  escape  by  land. 
He  quitted  his  uniform,  which  he  had  hitherto  worn  under  a 
surtout,  for  a  common  coat,  and  was  furnished  w^ith  a  horse, 
and  under  the  name  of  John  Anderson,  with  a  passport  fr.>ni 
Arnold,  to  go  to  the  lines  at  Vv^hite-Plains,  or  lower  if  he 
thought  proper,  he  being  on  public  business.  He  pursued  his 
journey  alone  to  New-York,  passed  all  the  guards  and  posts  on 
the  road  without  suspicion,  and  was  much  elated  as  he  travel- 
led on  the  next  day,  with  the  thought  of  his  having  succeeded. 
But  unhappily  for  him,  though  providentlaily  for  the  Ameri- 
cans, three  of  the  New-York  militia,  John  Panldina;^  David  JVil^ 
Hams  and  Isaac  Van  Vcrt^  were  with  utliers  out  en  scouting 
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between  the  out-posts  of  the  two  armies.  One  of  them  sprang^ 
from  his  covert,  and  seized  Andre's  horse  by  the  bridle.  Th^ 
major,  instead  of  instantly  producing  his  pass,  asked  the  niaa 
where  he  belonged  to,  who  answered  to  below.  Andre,  sus- 
pecting no  deceit,  said,  so  do  I ;  then  declared  himself  a  British 
officer,  and  pressed  that  he  might  not  be  detained,  for  that  he 
was  upon  urgent  business.  Upon  the  other  two  coming  up  and 
joining  tlieir  comrade,  he  discovered  his  mistake.  The  confu- 
sion that  followed  was  apparent,  and  they  proceeded  to  search 
him  till  they  found  his  papers.  He  offered  the  captors  a  consi- 
derable purse  of  gold  and  a  very  valuable  watch,  to  let  him  passj 
but  they  nobly  disdained  the  temptation,  beside  the  fascinating 
offers  of  permanent  provision,  and  even  of  future  promotion,  oa 
condition  of  their  conveying  and  accompanying  him  to  New- 
York.  They  conducted  him  to  lieut.  col.  Jameson,  the  conti- 
nental ofiicer  who  had  the  command  of  the  scouting  parties,, 
an:iounting  to  800  men,  chiefly  militia.  Arnold's  conduct  \yitlii 
regard  to  this  body  of  men,  and  in  other  respects,  had  excited 
such  suspicions  in  tiie  breasts  of  the  lieut.  col.  and  the  rest  of  the 
officers,  that  they  had  determined  upon  seizing  the  general  at 
all  adventures,  had  he  came  down  and  ordered  them  nearer  the 
enemy.  Jameson,  notwithstanding  his  strong  jealousy  of  Ar- 
iiold,  was  in  the  issue,  the  occasion  of  his  escape. 

When  Andre  appeared  before  him,  it  was  under  the  name  of 
Anderson  ;  which  he  supported,  choosing  to  hazard  the  greatest 
(danger  rather  than  let  any  discovery  be  made  which  could  involve 
Arnold,  before  he  had  time  to  provide  for  his  safety.  With  % 
view  to  the  general's  escaping,  he  requested  that  a  line  might  ber 
sent  to  acq^uaint  him  with  Anderson's  detention,  which  Jameson^ 
through  an  ill-judged  delicacy,  granted.  The  papers,  which 
were  found  in  the  major's  boot,  were  in  Arnold's  hand-writing^^ 
and  contained  exact  returns  of  the  state  of  the  force?,  ordnance 
and  defences  at  West-Point  and  its  dependencies,  w^ith  the  aitil- 
lery  orders,  critical  remarks  on  the  woi*ks,  an  estimate  of  tfae- 
r.umber  of  men  that  were  ordinarily  on  duty  to  man  them,  and 
the  copy  of  a  state  of  matters  that  had  been  laid  before  a  council 
of  war  by  the  commander  in  chief,  on  the  6th  of  the  month. 
These  papers  were  enclosed  in  a  packet  to  gen:  Washington, 
accompanied  with  a  letter  from  the  prisoner,  avowing  himself 
to  be  major  John  Andre,  adjutant-general  to  the  British  army, 
relating  the  manner  of  his  capture,  and  endeavoring  to  show 
that  he  did  not  come  under  the  description  of  a  spy ;  and  were 
Ibrwarded  by  Jameson.  Washington  was  upon  his  return  from 
Mavtfordj  and  the  messenger  missed  him  by  taking  a  differ* 
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cn^  road  from  that  on  which  the  general  was.     Through  fhlr.  =ic. 
cident,  and  the  man's  being  obliged  to  make  a  circuit  the  leuer 
to  Arnold,  informing  of  Anderson's  capture,  reached  him  =on« 
hours  before  Washington  arrived  at  his  quarters.     No  sooner 
iiad  lie  received  it.  than  he  hastened  on  board  the  Vulture,  which 
lay  some  miles  below  Stoney  and  Verplank's  points.     I  he  com- 
mander in  chief  crossed  over  to  West-Point,  and  expected  lo 
meet  him  there  ;  when  be  returned,  the  cause  of  Arnold  s  ab- 
sence was  soon  discovered  upon  opening  the  packet  from  Jame- 
son which  had  arrived  in  the  mean  while.     His  excellency  im- 
mediately ordered  two  brigades  from  the  main  army  to  these 
posts  and  took  ample  measures  for  their  security,     Andre  had 
Been  full  forty-eight  hours  in  custody  before  Arnold  sdesignwas 
known  in  camp.     Had  it  succeeded,  tb_e  consequences  must  have 
ieen  ruinous  in  the  highest  degree.     The  plan  for  delivering  up 
the  post  seems  to  have  been,  that  of  engaging  m  a  sham  deknce 
at  the  defiles,  while  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  took  a  circuit 
and  possessed  themselves  of  the  tort.     Arnold  on  Uve  8th  of  Au- 
crusthad  written  to  gen,  Washington,  expressing  his  wish    that 
a  map  of  the  country  from  Robinson's  house  toNewA.oA.p^r.- 
ticularly  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  might  be  sent  him.  He  ad^- 
ded-"  The  Massachusetts  troops  [militia  1234]  are  good  and 
well  armed.    Would  it  not  be  better  to  continue  a  P-^^tor  the 
xvhole  of  the  New- York  brigade  at  this  post  [West  Point]  whose 
officers  can  be  depended  upon,  and  the  troops  have  in  general 
bad  arms  and  few^^bayonets.-    The  Massachusetts  or  Hamp  hire 
noons  will  be  better  in  the  field  from  this  circumstance  m  the.r 
■arms  "     In  conversation  with  one  of  the  otncers  under  him,  he 
asked  which  he  thought  would  be  the  best  mode  ot  defence  m 
caseofln  attack,  whether  to  defend  the  works  or  to  go  and  fight 
the  enemy  in  the  defiles  as  they  advanced,     1  he  ofccsr  saio,  to 
defend  the  works-.  Arnold  declared  for  the  other,  T!>ese  things 
were  recollected,  and  supposed  to  have  had  ^Pf -;-«-; 
in-r  when  his  main  pro  ect  was  discovered.     Had  the  execution 
of  Aat  been  completed,  the  forces  under  his  C"'"™-"^  must  pro- 
bably have  either  laid  down  then- arms  or  have  been  cu^  to 
pieces.     Their  loss  and  the  immediate  possessK>n  of  West  Pont 
Ind  all  its  neighboring  dependencies,   must_  have   exposed  the 
"mainde-  of  Washington's  army  so  to  the  joint  exertion  of  the 
Br  ish   forces  bv  land  and  water,  that  nothing  but  final  ruia 
S  have  been  the  result  with  respect  to  the  Americans. 
Such  a  stroke  could  scarcely  have  been  recovered.     Independ- 
ent of  the  foss  of  artillery  and  stores,  such  a  destruction  ot   heir 
disc  pi  ned  force,  and  many  of  their  best  f -r.,  nrust  liave, 
been  fatal.    The  British   might  also  have  turned  their  whql^ 
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force  against  the  French  fieet  and  troops  at  Rhode-Island  :  fo^  ^ 
they  had  received  a  considerable  naval  reinforcement  by  the  ar-"-  . 
rival  of  adm.  Rodney  with  several  ships  of  the  line  from  the 
West-Indies  on  the  13th  of  September.  Whether  his  coming 
to  New- York  was  in  the  least  under  the  influence  of  flattering 
prospects,  upon  West-Point's  being  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  British,  will  be  matter  of  conjecture  among  many. 

Gen.  Washington  appointed  aboard  of  fourteen  general  offi- 
cers [Sept.  29.]  (of  whom  were  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  and 
baron  de  Steuben)  with  the  assistance  of  the  judge -advocate* 
general,  John  Laurence,  to  examine  into  and  to  report  a  precise 
state  of  major  Andre's  case  ;  and  to  determine  what  light  he 
was  to  be  considered  in,  and  to  what  punishment  he  was  liable. 
Andre,  disdaining  all  subterfuge  and  evasion,  and  studying  only 
to  place  his  character  in  so  fair  a  light  as  might  prevent  its  being 
shaded  by  present  circumstances,  voluntarily  confessed  more 
than  he  was  asked  ;  and  sought  not  to  palliate  any  thing  relating  ,-\ 
to  himself,  while  he  concealed,  with  the  most  guarded  and 
scrupulous  nicety,  whatever  might  involve  others.  Being  inter- 
STOgatcd  by  the  board,  with  respect  to  his  conception  of  coming 
t)n  shore  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag,  he  said,  with  a  noble 
frankness  of  mind,  that  if  he  had,  he  might  certainly  have  re* 
turned  under  it.  The  board  was  exceedingly  struck  with  his 
candor  and  magnanimity ;  and  sufficiently  showed  how  much 
they  felt  for  his  situation.  They  treated  him  v^ith  such  delicacy 
at  the  opening  of  examination,  as  to  desire  that  he  would  not 
answer  any  interrogatory  which  would  at  all  embarrass  his  feel- 
ings. Every  possible  mark  of  indulgence,  and  the  utmost  at-v, 
tention  and  politeness  were  exercised  toward  him ;  so  that  the  j 
major  himself,  deeply  sensible  of  the  liberality  of  their  beha*  ; 
yior,  declared,  that  he  flattered  himself  he  had  never  been  ilii- 
JL)eral ;  but  that  if  there  were  any  remains  of  prejudice  in  his 
jiiind,  his  present  experience  must  obliterate  them.  The  board 
did  not  examine  a  single  witness ;  but  founded  their  report  mere- 
ly upon  his  own  confession.  In  that,  after  a  recital  of  a  few 
facts,  they  declared,  that  major  Andre  ought  to  be  considered 
ss  a  spy  from  the  enemy ;  and  that,  agreeably  to  tiie  law  and 
ii^:age  of  nations,  it  is  their  opinion  he  ought  to  suffer  death. 

Gen.  Washington  wrote  a  short  answer  to  Sir  H.  Clinton'a 
letter  of  the  2f  ih,  reclaiming  the  major,  in  which  he  stated,  that 
though  the  major  was  under  such  circumstances  as  would  have 
justified  the  mostsuramary  proceedings  against  him,  he  had  re- 
ferred his  case  to  the  examination  and  decision  of  a  board  of  ge* 
?ieral  oiScer.s  whose  report,  founded  on  his  free  and  voluntary, 

confession. 
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confession  of  his   Icltcvs,   was    enclosed.     This  drew  another 
letter  from  Sir  Henry,  w!io  proposed  to  send  gen.  Robertson  and 
two  other  gentlemen,  as  well  to  give  his  excellency  a  true  state 
of  facts,  as  to  explain  to  him  liis  own  sentiments  on  the  subject. 
The  gentlemen  were  to  be  at  Dobbs's  ferry  on  the  following 
morning,  to  wait  for  Washington's  permission  and  safe  conduct, 
and  to  meet  himself  or  whoever  he  should  appoint.     He  urged 
it  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  moment  to  humanity,  that  the  ge- 
neral should  fall;  understand  the  whole  state  of  the  business, 
before  he  proceeded  to  carry  the  judgment  of  the  board  into 
execution.     Gen.  Greene,  who  had  been  president  of  it,  was 
appointed  to  meet  Robertson,  but  the  others  were  not  permitted 
t )  come  on  shore.     Robertson  used  his  utmost  ingenuity  to  show, 
that  Andre  did  not  come  within  the  character  and  description  of 
a  spy.     As  Greene  was  l^r  from  admitting  either  his  facts  or  con- 
clusions, Robertson  wished  that  the  opinions  of  disinterested 
gentlemen  might  be  taken  on  the  subject,  and  proposed  Knyp- 
hausen  and   Rochambeau,  as  proper  persons.     Humanity  was 
the  last  string  touched.     Robertson  said,  he  wished   an  inter- 
course of  such  civilities  as  might  lessen  the  horrors  of  war ;  afid 
quoted  instances  of  Clinton's   merciful  disposition.     He  held 
cut,  that  major  Andre  possessed  a  great  share  of  that  gentleman's 
esteem  ;  and  that  he  would  be  infinitely  obliged  if  he  was  spared. 
lie  offered,  if  the  former  was  admitted  to  return  with  him  to 
Kcw-York,  to  engage  that  any  person  whatever,  who  was  nam- 
ed, should  be  set  at  liberty.     Gen.  Robertson  having  failed  in 
liis  other  attempts,  presented  a  long  letter  from  Arnold  to  gen. 
Washington,  filled  with  threats  in  case  Andre  should  suffer,  and 
insolently  making  the  American  commander  answerable  for  the 
torrents  of  blood  that  might  be  spilt  in  consequence  of  his  dis- 
regarding the  warning,  and  ordering  the  execution  of  Andre. 
'J'he  presentment  of  such  a  letter  was  considered  as  no  less  aa 
absurdity  than  the  wiiting  of  it. 

On  October  the  second,  the  tragedy  was  closed.  The  major 
was  superior  to  the  terrors  of  death  ;  but  the  disgraceful  mode  o£ 
dving  which  the  usage  of  war  had  annexcil  to  his  unhappy  situ- 
ation, was  infinitely  dreadful  to  him.  He  was  desirous  of  being  in- 
dulged with  a  professional  death  ;  and  accordingly  had  written, 
the'day  before,  a  pathetic  letter,  fraugiit  with  all  tlie  icelings  of 
a  man  of  sentiment  and  honor,  in  which  he  requested  of  gen, 
Washington  that  he  might  not  die  on  a  gibbet,  'i'he  general 
consulted  his  officers  on  the  subject.  Pity  and.  esteem  v;rougtr. 
so  powerfully,  that  they  were  all  for  shooting  him,  till  Greene  jn-- 
Mstcd  on  it  that  his  crime  v/as  that  of  :i  ccannon  spy  ;  that  thc! 
,  '  public 
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public  good  required  his  being  hanged  ;  and  Uiat  was  he  shot,  the;: 
gerieiciity  vvouid  think  there  were  .favourable  circumstances  eji-^ 
titling  him  to  notice  and  lenity.  His  observations  convinced 
them  that  there  would  be  an  impropriety  in  granting  the  ma- 
jor's request ;  while  tenderness  prevented  its  being  divulged.— - 
When  major  Andre  was  led  out  to  the  place  of  execution,  as  he 
went  along  he  bowxd  himself  familiarly  to  all  those  with  whom 
he  had  been  acquainted  in  his  confinement.  A  smile  of  compla- 
cency expressed  the  serene  fortitude  of  liis  mind.  Upon  seeing 
the  preparations  at  the  fatal  spot,  he  asked  with  some  emotion— f 
*'  Must  1  die  in  this  manner  ?"  He  was  told  it  was  unavoidable* 
He  replied,  "  I  am  reconciled  to  my  fate,  but  not  to  the  mode."' 
Soon  after,  recollecting  himself,  he  added,  *  It  will  be  but  a  rio« 
mentary  pang  ;'  and  springing  upon  the  carty  performed  the  last 
offices  to  himself,  with  a  composure  that  excited  the  admiration, 
^nd  melted  the  hearts  of  all  the  spectators.  Being  told  the  finai 
moment  was  at  hand,  and  asked  if  he  had  any  thing  to  say,  he 
answered — "  Nothing  but  to  request  that  you  will  witness  to  the 
world,  that  I  die  like  a  brave  man."  He  died  universally  esteem- 
ed and  regretted.  The  sympathy  he  had  excited  in  the  Ame« 
I'ican  army  was  perhaps  unexampled,  under  any  similar  circuip- 
stances. 

General  Washington  thus  expressed  himself  upon  this  whole 
business  in  a  private  letter  (Oct.  13.)  "  In  no  instance  since  the 
commencement  ofthevrar,  has  the  interposition  of  Providence 
appeared  more  remarkably  conspicuous,  than  in  the  rescue  of  th§i 
post  and  garrison  of  West-Point 

How  far  Arnold  meant  to  involve  me  in  the  catastrophe  of  this 
place,  does  not  appear  by  any  indubitable  evidence  ;  and  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  think,  he  did  not  wish  to  hazard  the  more  im^ 
portant  object  ,  by  attempting  to  combine  two  events,  the 

lesser  of  which  might  have  marred  the  greater,  A  combination 
of  extraordinary  circumstances,  and  unaccountable  deprivation 
of  presence  of  mind  in  a  man  of  the  first  abilities,  and  the  virtue 
of  three  militia  men,  threw  the  adjutant-general  of  the  British 
forces  (with  full  proof  of  Arnold's  intention)  into  our  hands  ;  and 
but  for  the  egregious  folly,  or  the  bewildered  conception  of  lieut^ 
col.  Jameson,  who  seemed  lost  in  astonishment,  and  not  to  have 
known  what  he  was  doing,  I  should  undoubtedly  have  gotten  Ar- 
nold. Andre  has  met  his  fate,  and  with  that  fortitude  which  was 
to  be  expected  from  an  accomplished  man  and  a  gallant  officer: 
but  I  mistake  if  Arnold  is  not  suffering  at  this  time,  the  torments 
of  a  mental  hell."  I'he  unhappy  event  of  which  Arnold's  pro^ 
ject  was  productive,  the  death  of  major  Andre,  deeply  affected  the 

whole 


A.  D.  nso.]         AMERICAN  KEVOLUTIO«-.  135 

T/hoIc  royal  army.  Arnold  was  .v.acic  a  Brkish  brigadier-genc- 
r  in  America  ;  -md  it  was  hoped,  that  witi.  the  md  of  the  loy- 
a  is  s  and  the  discontented  of  all  sorts,  he  w<,u!d  raise  a  consi- 
derable body  of  forces,  to  act  under  his  own  separate  com- 
mand ;  but  neither  an  address  of  his  to  the  inhabitaiUs  ot  A me- 
rka  nor  his  proclamation  inscribed  to  the  oftccrs  and  soldicis 
of 'he  con  inc'ntal  army,  had  any  effect.  Notwithstanding  the 
discontents  among  the  American  troops,  through  then  vai  lous 
diffieul  cs  Arnold's  example  and  endeavors  were  so  far  froin 
b"e means  of  brlngingovcr  even  asmallbody  ordetaehmcnt 
that  Aey  do  not  appear  to  have  pr<=duccd  the  desertion  of  a 
s-mcle  soldier,  much  less  of  an  oScer 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  seiit  Inm    Oct. 
f  5  1  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigor  in  Nortlr-Carouna  and  Vir- 
ginia, dispatched  general  Leslie  from  New-York  to  the  Bay  o€ 
Chesapeake,  with  near  3000   choice  troops.     He  was  to  eo- 
o^eiatrwith  lord  Covnwallis,  who  was  ^^^^^    ^^^^ 
fir  advanced  toward,  if  not  to  have  reacned  Vngmia.     V,  ithni 
a  fe  V  days  the  fleet  arrived  in  Ure  b-ay.     Th^  troops  were  ranaea 
hr  different  parts  of  Virginia.     In  the  beginiung  of  Noveniber 
?esl  c  was  engaged  in  establishing  a  post  at  Portsmouth,  till  he 
cou  d  hear  frouilris  lordship,  according  to  whose  orders  he  was' 
to  act  in  all  cases.     It  was  some  time  before  he  learned  tor  a  cer- 
teinty  where  Cornwallis  was  ;  but  at  length  instructions  were  rc- 
?.ived  from  his  lordship,  for  the  fleet  and  troops  to  proceed 
Wi^^ont  delay  to  Charlesfon.     While  in  V.rg.ma  they  possessed 
Selves  of  some  tobacco  and  stores;  but  the  vessels  stnzed 
^  t"  c  harlo.rs  and  rivers  were  the  most  valuable  part  of  the 
Boo  y!     About  the  time  that  Leslie  landed  at  Portsmouth,  Str 
H.  Clntonsent  to  Charleston  all  the  ■ecruits  belonging  1^  the 
fouthetn  army,  amounting  to  near  800     which  J-      ckone^ 
would  place  under  Cornwallis's  orders,  full  1  1,30d  efiecave  lanK 
and  file,  including  Leslie's  corps.  ^    „.    „   ri;nton  for  the 

Gen.  Washington  made  a  proposition  to  Sir  H.  Clinton  toi  the 
exclra  -e  of  a  number  of  ofHcers,  which  was  not  acceded  to.  A 
eenerafexchanre  being  what  the  other  sincerely  wished,  a  pcopo- 
S  to 'hat  ^urpose°was  returned.  ■^^-^^^^^^:^ 
and  the  American  gen.  Lincoln,  were  employed  fci  the  set.ar.g 
of  a  cartel.     The  termer  supposed,  that  the  reason  why  J  e  A- 

merie^ns  declined  the  ..A^z^  f'^^^^'' T^^'^ST'^ 
ness  to  throw  into  the  hands  of  their  enemv,  m  the  ui.ddK. 
Sf  an  aerive  campaign,  such  a  reinforcement  ^^theywou  a  re- 
ceive by  the  exchange  of  all  the  privates      J  o  oby.    c  a.    uir 
fcculty,  Philips  mentioned,  that  the  exchan?^  ot  rh.  puva^cs. 


1S&  The  history  of  tks  {A.  D.  nSO. 

might  be  postponed  to  some  future  day  that  might  be  agreed  on. 
Lincohi,  on  the  23th  of  September,  expressed  liis  desire  in  wri* 
ling,  that  this  might  remove  the  objections  which  had  existed  a- 
gainst  an  exchange  of  privates.     He  wrote  on  Oct.  the  1st  to 
the  Massachusetts  and  South-Carolina  delegates,  and  to  general 
Sullivan,  now  one  of  the  New-Hampshiie  representatives  in  con- 
gress-^" The  enemy  have  made  a  proposition  for  a  general  ex- 
change.    I  think  policy,  justice  and  humanity  demand  it  on  our 
part.     I  cannot  but  hope  you  Vv'iil  be  with  me  in  opinion  :  if  so 
the  proposition  will  have  your  support  and  interest."     At  length 
an  exchange  of  all  officers,  prisoners  of  war,  on  both  sides,  in- 
cludirg  such  as  were  upon  their  paroles  in  New-Yoik  or  ia 
Great-Britain,  vvas  settled.     The  exchange  comprehended  also 
an  equivalent  of  British  and  German  soldieis,  prisoners  of  war, 
for  those  Americans  thatv/ere  atNew-Yoik.     In  the  course  of 
the  negociation,  an  ineffectual  effort  was  made  on  the  part  of  the 
British  for  the  release  of  the  privates  of  the  convention  troops. 
On  the  3d  of  Nov.  it  was  resolved,  "  That  congress  have  a 
high  sense  of  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  conduct  oi'  John  Pauld^ 
ing,  David  Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Vert :  in  testimony  where- 
of, ordered  that  each  of  them  receive  annually  two  hundred 
dollars  in  specie,  or  an  equivalent  in  the  current  money  of  these 
states  during  life  :  and  that  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  pro- 
cure for  each  of  them  a  silver  m.edal,  on  one  side  of  which  shall 
be  a  shield  with  this  inscription  FIDELITY,  and  <m  the  other 
the  following  motto,    VINCIT   AiMOR    PATRl^,    and  for- 
ward them  to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  is  requested  to  pre- 
sent the  same,  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  and  the  thanks  of 
congress  for  their  fidelity,  and  the  eminent  service  they  have 
rendered  their  country."     The  next  day  they  recommiended  t^^ 
the  several  states  to  levy  a  tax  equal  to  6  millions  of  silver  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  partly  in  specific  articles,  and  the  residue  in  gold 
or  silver,  or  bills  of  credit,  emitted  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of 
tlie  18th  of  March  last.     On  the  28th,  they  had  before  them  aa 
account  of  major  Talmedge  of  the  light  dragoons,  having  sur- 
prised and  taken  fort  St.  George  on  Long-Isiand,  with  the  gar- 
rison, they  extolled  the  enterprise  as  planned  and  conducted  with 
wisdom  and  great  gallantry,  and  executed  with  intrepidity  and 
complete  success  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  detachmenf. 
Such  commendations  not  only  reward,  but  excite  to  military  rvd- 
venturers.     The  major  crossed  the  sound  on  the  island  with  80 
men  ;  left  20  to  guard  the  boats  ;  m.ade  a  circuitous  route  of  20 
miles  to  the  fort,  and  reduced  it  almost  instantly.     The  enemy 
had  8  killed  and  wounded.    He  captivated  i  iieut,  colonel,  1  cap . 

tain^' 
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tain,  and  55  privates  ;  d^?troyc4  4-uO  tone;  of  liay,  arjJ  returned 
livithgut  fi;rtuer  ios3  than  one  pdvate  wounded.     Cfl^;?;v^ss  have 
^^J;. length  deicniiined  upon  having  a  peravancnt  aimy.     They 
'bught  ijcfore  to  have  gotten  rid  gl  an  enor,  which  the  Qxpcri- 
ehce  ot  '^U  mankind  has  explored,  viz.  the  carrying  on  a  vvar 
With  miiliia,    or,  which  is  .nearly  the   same,  temporaiy  lcvie.s. 
Ameri'.a  has  been  amused  almost  ont  of  lier  hberties.     'I'he  be- 
haviour gf  the  militia  upon  one  and  another  occasion,  has  been 
'Unreasonably  extolled  by  incn  who  judge  only  from  the  surface^ 
hy  viliers  wiio  iiad  particular  view's  in  misrepresenting,    and  by 
Mftlsionary   men  whose  i:redulity  easily  swallowed  every  vagtie 
^sU>ry  in  siippo.rt  of  a  favorite  hypothesis,     ^ome  of  the  hrst  ge- 
nerals in  the  American  service   are  ready  solemnly  to  declare, 
that  tliey  never  were  witnesses  to  a  single  instance  durin^^  this 
contest,  that  can  countenance  an  opinion  of  militia  or  raw  troops 
I)cing  fit  for  the  real  business  cf  jig h ling.     How  jitcle  depend- 
ence.can  be  had  upon  new  supplies  by  new  levies,  the  last  cam- 
paign may  serve  to  show. 

Liy  a  return  on  the  Gth  of  Augu'^t  it  appeared,  that  gen.  Wash- 
ington had  received  from  New-Hampshire  to  Pennsylvania  in- 
clusive, no  more  than  6143  ;  and  that  the  deficiency  within  the 
same  circuit  was  iO,:397.  Rhode-island  was  the  least  deficient 
in  proportion  to  its  numbers,  and  Pennsylvania  the  most.  Mas- 
sachusetts had  in  the  army  double  the  numbej  of  any  otherof 
the  stares  north  of  Maryiand.  What  few  troops  the  general 
Jiad  with. him,  pleased  him  however  by  the  rapid  progress  tiiey 
.jinade  in  military  discipline.  - 

^^'   The  absolute  oecessity  of  a  large  and  immediate  foreign  aid  of 
^iaiPO,ey  for  the  continuance  of  the  war,  came  at  length  under  the 
serious   consideration   of  congress.     Gen.  Washington  .was  so 
strongly  convinced  of  its,  being  an  object  of  the  utmost  import- 
;;nce,  that  he  gave  his  sentiments  upon  it  to  the  minister  of 
France  m  the  most  explicit  manner.      1  he  recommendations  of 
Congress  for  specific  articles  were  not  sufficiently  operative.  On 
tljc  9th   of.  December,  the  general  said—*'  It  is   happy  for  «?, 
that  the  sfcjuson.wiil  probably  compel  both  armies. to  continue  ia 
a. state  of  .inactivity,  .since  ours  is  so  much  reduced  hv  discarg- 
iwg  the  levies   which  compose  a  considerable  part  of  it,  even 
before  their  time  of  service  was  expired.     This  expcdien:t  we 
were  forced  to  adopt,  from  the  present  total  want  ot  fiour,  and 
the  precarious  prospect  of  a  supply  of  that  article/'     Had  itjiot 
been  ^(iv  a  most  vigorous   step   thyt  4:he  America^   governor, 
Clinton,  ventured  to  take,  the  army  must  have  disbanded  for 
wanCof  bread,  as    the  n^.agazines  were  exhausted,    ind  trans- 
portation by  land  was  impracticable  had  there  been  any  thing 
Vol.  III.  Q  to 
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to  act  uTion.  The  governor  seized  several  hundred  barrels  m  tbii 
h?.nds  oV  private  merchanls,  which  they  had  purchased  up  t© 
exchange  tor  other  articles.  Gen.  Washington,  while  travel- 
lino;  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pitt's-Town,  fell  in  with  a  parcel 
x->f  cattle  that  were  going  to  be  slaughtered  and  salted.  Beside 
being  immensely  poor,  they  were  so  small,  that  they  .would  not 
average  175 ib.  the  nett  quarters.  Some  could  not  exceed^ 
hundred  weight,  imd  others  were  mere  calves.  These  pass  ky 
the  head,  and  the  state  or  states  that  furnish  them,  will  havf 
the  reputation  of  supplying  that  number  of .  merchantable  bull- 
ocks, Vv'hen  the  fact  IS,  that  next  summer  a  starving  man  would 
scarcely  eat  the  beef  they  were  about  to  put  up,  .aitcr  the  salt 
had  extracted  the  little  fat  and  juices  that  were  in  it.  The  ge- 
neral saw  about  a  hundred,  and  his  information  extended  tp  a.- 
bout  800  more  of  the  same  kind  in  the  neighbourhood.  H'e  d.ir- 
rected  the  conrmissary  to  select  the  best  for  salting,  and  to  k-t 
-the  other  be  eaten,  as  it  would  be  a  waste  of  salt,  barrels,  and 
time,  to  put  the  same  up.  Many  other  instances  of  a  similar 
im.position  to  what  has  been  related  might  be  given. ^ 

The  generous  exertions  of  the  American  daughters  -of  liberty 
in  Philadelphia  and  the  neighbourhood,  to  befriend  ,the  coi^t*- 
nental  soldiers,  are  a  perfect  contrast  to  it.  Mention  was  made 
ef  them  in  my  last  letter.  Their  donations  purchase^l  a  sufficierit 
quantity  of  cloth,  and  their  hands  made  the  same  into  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seven  shirts,  which  were  delivered 
to  the  person  appointed  to  receive  them  by  gen.  Washington. 
Pennsylvania  furnished  the  whole  quantity,  except  seventy-se- 
ven, which  were  the  produce  of  the  Jerseys.  1  he  daughters 
of  this  last  $tate  made  a  further  present  of  three  hundred  and 
eighty' pair  of  stockings. f 

The  board  of  royal  refugees  at  New-York  have  for  mairy 
months  back  possessed  something  like  a  fleet  of  small  privateers 
and  cruisers ;  by  the  aid  of  whicli  they  have  commitlcd  various  de- 
predations, and  great  excesses  in  different  places,  from  peculiar 
personal  inimosity,  and  thereby  have  irritated  their  adversaries 
to  retahate  in  like  manner.  Thus  the  feelings  of  humanity  have 
been  suspended  on  both  sides  ;  scenes  of  v/aste  and  havock  have 
followed  ;  and  a  predatory  war  been  carried  on,  tending  neither 
to  subjugation  nor  reconciliation,  but  the  reverse.  W^hile  these 
have  been  the  operations  upon  the  m.aratimc  coasts  ot  the  conti- 
nent, the  back-settlements  and  inland  frontiers  have  been  ravaged 
by  the  inimical  Indians,  their  tory  associates^  and  a  number  of 

'^  The  general's  letter  of  Dec*  26,1 750,  t  The  gtnerars  paper»» 

British 
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British  re-ulars.     The  New-Yovk  state  suffered  the   most  by- 
pa  t.    uVdcr  m-ajor  Carleton,  Sir  Jolu,  Johnson  and  c^t.  branjt 
C  he  beginning  of  A.gust  they  burnt  ,nc,ro  than  50  h-  -•  -  f 
4.-7  b-irns    the  prhicipal  part  ot  Canijohury    a  hne   seUlcmcn., 
"boutllrt)  siK 'miles'^  Jm  Albany.    .^^-V  ^  O^'^  , '  tlct"! 
at  Schoharie,  and  at  Norman's  Creek  20.     In  Octo  ici  tlicu  ii 
runt  on    we  ;  renewed.     Stone-Avabra  and  Canughs,oraga  were 
"SXlnA  Sehoharie  afresh     and  ^^^f^^l^^^ 
-ihniit  the  Mohawk  river  was  laid  waste.     A  numbei  ol  tiie  sec 
tfersw^-e  killed,  and  more  made  prisoners.     Srr  >'h."  Job-on 
w^s  (Mitred  to  fight  them  repeatedly  ;  but  was  carelul,  Ind  ,,n 
VI       n     tn.  iv  lontr  enough  in  anv  one  place,  to  admit  of  l.ii 
■;nSm  tol leetC"' ufficii-nt  forec\o  bvin'g  on  a  dsei^ 

^^nlf-U..ip«;bab,..co.ama^ 

rnfr'fst  •fD:'ce,?t.?;rwW;abody  of  troops  under  biseon. 

."oc'obe"rTh:  5!lf  u"M.ssachusetts  general  court  adjourned. 
The  la  ttct  they  passed,  was-"  An  act  to  incorporate  an  aea- 
dem!Tn  the  ttJn'^of  Ar^dovcr,  by  the  name  ot  1  "''P'^^^^'^^: 

office,  the  secretary,  from  *■;  ^*'="^^  "'  "'  his  excellency 
clared  to  the  attending  crowds  '"  *-\,^  ;"  .'.^.^jts'^commo/- 
John  Hancock,  esq.  governor  of  t  re  Ma    ac^busets^^^ 

wealth,  which  was  rcpea  ed  by  the  sae  i  u    i  u  companies. 

^^-^pxsz  I?  SB ''si's 

Stts  t  r"     ;  endtd  df;-ine  service,. agreeable  to  ancient  e 

ablfshed  custom,  at  the  Old  Brick  ^^^^^^^^'^^^J^.. 
Dr.  Samuel  Cooper  dchvcrcd  a  suitaolc  and  -cceptable^^ 
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course  from  the  following  words  In  the  aoih  of  Jcremi::h -r. 

**  And  their  congregation  shall  be  established  :  and  their  nobler 
shall  be  of  themselves  ;  and  their  governor  shall  proceed  out  oi- 
the  midst  of  them."     When  service  was  finished,  they  proceed- 
ed to  Faneuil  hall,  amidst  a  great  concourse  of  people,  where 
an  elegant  entertainment  was  provided,  and  a  large  number  of 
respectable  gentlemen  of  all  orders  assembled.     In  the  coutse 
of  the  convivial  meeting  thirteen  toasts  were  drank,  each  being  • 
accompanied  with  the  firing  of  a  cannon.     No  gentleman  being 
elected  lieutenant-governor  by  the  majority  of  the  people,  the 
senate  and  house  on  the  30th,  made  choice  of  James  Bowdoin,  - 
esq.  w  ho  declined  the  honor,  partly  on  account  of  his  not  bcr.. 
ing  chosen  by  the  votes  of  the  freemen,  but  chiefly  because  of 
his  continued  ill  state  of  health.     The  next  person  fixed  upon^^ 
was  the  president  of  the  council,  Thomas  Cushing,  esq.  who. 
accepted. 

On  the  18th  of  December  died  at  Nevvport^  his  cxrellencf 
Charles  Louis  de  Ternay,  knight  of  St.  John  of  Jcruszilem,  late 
goy-eraor  of  the  islands  of  France  and  Bourbon,  and  chief  com-*' 
inander  of  the  French  squadron  in  the  American  seas.  Fiis  re- 
tnains  were  the  next  day  interred  in  I'rinity  church-yard  of  said 
town,  attended  with  military  honors,  ' 


LETTER        V. 

llotterdam^  December  30,  17£0> 
FpaEiTD  Gordon, 

MY  former  letter  mentioned  the  sailing  of  a  large  Spanish- 
fleet  under  Don  Joseph  Solano.  Capt.  Mann  of  the  Cer- 
berus frigate  falling  in  with  it,  and  rightly  judging  of  its  desti- 
nation, from  the  course  it  steered  and  other  circumstances,  con- 
sidered with  great  propriety,  that  the  public  good,  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  object  should  supply  the  defect  of  particular  or- 
ders, and  that  the  limited  design  of  his  cruise,  could  not  com- 
pare with  the  immediate  application  of  the  knowledge  he  had 
accidentally  acquired.  The  captain  therefoi-e  instantly  proceed- 
ed to  the  West-Indies,  to  communicate  the  intelligence  to  Sir 
George  Rodney,  then  at  Barbadoes.     Upon  receiving  it,  Sir 

George: 
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George  used  tlic  utmost  diligence  in  putting  to  sea,  in  order  to 
imerccpt  the  Spanish  fleet  and  convoy  before  tljty  could  join  the 
French,  then  in  bort-Roval  Bay,  iMa^linico.  But  his  views  were 
fVustritcd  through  the  ]>i'cCLiution  of  the  Spanish  admiral.  Don 
Solano,  apprclicnsive,  though  not  informed  of  the  danger,  in- 
stead of  proceeding  to  lort-l^oyai  l*ay,  prud<  lUly  stopped  short 
on  his  approach  to^  the  Jicarcst  islands,  and  dispatched  a  frigate 
to  inform  count  de  Guichen  of  his  situation,  and  to  require  a 
speedy  junction  of  the  fleets  where  he  then  was.  The  French 
commander  sailed  directly  [June  10.]  with  eighteen  ships  of 
the  line,  and  keeping  close  to  leeward  of  the  islands,  joined  the 
L'paniards  under  Dominique. 

ilic  combined  tlccts  amounted  to  36  sail  of  the  line,  which  with 
their  united  land  forces,  formed  such  an  apparent  superiority,  as 
nothing  in  those  seas  or  islands  seemed  capable  of  resisting.  But 
the  Spanish  troops  being  too  much  crov^ded  onboard  their  trans- 
poiis,  together  with  the  length  of  the  voyage,  the  change  of  cli- 
mJite  and  diet,  and  other  circumstances,  a  most  mortal  and  con- 
tagious disorder  was  generated,  which  first  infected  their  owa 
seamen,  at  length  spread,  though  not  entirely  with  so  fatal  an  ef- 
fect, throi^gh  the  French  fleet  and  land  forces.     Beside  the  great 
mortality  on  the  passage,  tlie  SpuniardrJanded  no  less  than  120t> 
sick  on  their  first  arrival  at  Dominique,  and  a  much  greater  iium- 
ber  afterward  at  Gaudaloupe   and  Martinico.  'i'hus  the  spirit  of 
enterprise  was  damped,  and  some  part  of  the  means  taken  away. 
Still  the  combined  forces  had  a  sufficient  superiority  to  enable 
them  to  proceed  to  offensive  operations  with  the  prospect  of  suc- 
cess.   Sir  George  Rodney,  on  the  junction  of  the  enemy's  fleets, 
retired  to  St.  Lucia,  where  he  was  equally  well  situated,  either  for 
observinn;  their  motions  and  counteracting,  according  to  his  abi- 
lity, their  designs  on  the  other  islands,  or  for  self-defence,  should 
thev  venture  upon  an  attack.  But  they  remained  totally  inactive 
m  Forr-Royal  Bay  till  the  5th  of  July,  when  they  put  to  sea  in  the 
night,  without  making  signals  or  showing  lights.     Had  they^im- 
proved  their  opportunity,  Jamaica  must  undoubtedly  have  faljen  ; 
but  a  misunderstanding  between  the  Spanish  and  French  admi- 
rals, rendered  their  junction  and  superiority  of  little  importance. 
Count  de  Guichen  accompanied  don  Solano  as  far  as  St.  Domin- 
go, and  then  left  the  Spanish  fleet  to  proceed  singly  to  the  Ha- 
vannah,  while   he  with  the    French,  put  in  at  Cape  Francois, 
Here  he  remained   till  a  large  convoy  was  collected  from  the 
French  islands,  v.-ith  which  he  proceeded  directly  for  Europe. 
Sir  George  Rodney  entertaining  a  mistaken  apprehension,  cither 
■  from  his  own  conjecture  or  from  information,  that  de  Guichen 
was  bound  to  North- America,  in  order  to  join  adra.  Ternay,  at 

Rhode- 
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Rhodc-lj'and,  hnd  no  sooner  received  ccrliuii  intelJigenre . ef 
hh  depanure  from  Cape-lYuncois,  than  he  SLiilcd  himself  with 
eleven  capital  ships  an^  four  frigates,  for  NewYork. 

The,  combined  fleets  in  tlic  European  seas  have  been  more 
successful.  A  rich  and  considerable  convoy  for  the  East  and 
West-lndieSj  sailed  from  Portsmouth  in  the  latter  end  o(  July, 
under  the  conduct  of  captain  Moutray  of  the  Ramilies,  andtv/o 
frigates;  the  whole  were  intercepted  on  the  9th  of  August,  by 
the  combined  fleets  under  Don  Louis  de  Cordova.  The  convoy 
included,  beside  the  merchantmen,  eighteen  victuallers,  store* 
ships  and  transports,  destined  for  the  service  in  the  West-Indies^ 
Five  East-India  men  made  a  part  of  it,  and  together  with  arm.s^ 
ammunition  and  a  train  of  artillery,  conveyed  a  large  quantity 
of  naval  stores,  for  the  supply  of  the  British  squadron  in  that 
quarter.  I'he  East-India,  and  fifty  West-India  ships,  including 
those  upon  governmental  account,  were  taken.  I'he  Kamilies', 
with  the  frigates  and  a  few  , West-India  ships  escaped.  Such  a 
prize  never  before  entered  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  A  British"  i!d^t 
of  near  sixty  ships,  led  captive  by  a  Spanish  squadron,  was  ^x* 
tremely  flattering  to  a  people  to  v/hon-  naval  captures  from  such 
an  enemy,  were  an  unusuii!  spectacle.  The  appearance  of  th^ 
numerous  prisoners  rendered  the  triumpli  more  complete,  and 
made  the  sight  still  more  singular,  'Ehey  consisted  of  1250 
seamen,  officers  included  ;  of  1255  soldiers,  and  74  officers;  of 
149  women,  and  of  137  passengers  of  both  sexes,  among  whom 
were  sv)nie  married  and  unmarried  ladies  of  eandition.  llie 
whole  amounted  to  2865  persons.  The  value  of  the  saleable  coai- 
inoditles  was  great,  but  the  loss  of  the  military  and  naval  supplies 
was  m.uch  more  considerable,  as  they  could  not  be  replaced  in 
time.  Advantageous  purchases  will  undoubledly  be  made  out 
of  this  capture,  for  the  service  of  the  American  army. 

The  strong  appearances  of  an  approaching  storm,  v/ith  which 
administration  was  threatened,  having  subsided,  and  everything 
going  on  smoothly  and  prosperously,  there  was  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  elections  for  a  new  parliament  would  go  greatly  in  fa- 
vor of  the  court.  A  dissolution  ot"  the  preseiii,  was  therefore 
determined  upon  [Sept.  1.*]  but  the  design  was  kept  a  profound 
sccrec.  When  the  proclamation  for  the  dissolving  of  it  appear- 
ed, it  wrought  like  a  thunder  clap,  with  respect  to  suddenness 
and  surprise,  on  those  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  desigji. 
A  new  prorogation  had  taken  place  within  a  few  days,  whicFi 
served  to  render  the  shock  still  more  unexpected.  The  elec- 
tions went  much  in  favor  of  the  court.  One  hundred  and  thir- 
teen new  representatives  obtained  seats  in  parliament. 
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Mr   Laurens  was  taken  on  his  way  from  conp;rcss  to  HoHand, 
»h  thebcginnino;of  Septcinbci-  oR  ilic  luiaks  of  Newioundland, 
A  package  of  papcis,  wIk-ii  thrown  ovcil)oaul,  iu>t  siukins  sucl- 
ileniy,  was  saved  by  thebciaacssand  dexterity  ot  a  CnUsU  sailor, 
jind  most  of  them  were  ucoveicd  from  the  eHeels  ol  ihe  water. 
On  his  arrival  in  England,  [Oct.  6.  |  he  was  commiUcd  upon  k^ 
charpe  of  hi^Hi  treason,  as  a  state  poisoner  to  the  iowcv,  under, 
au  Older  signed  by  the  three  secretaries  oi:  stale.  ^  He  cianned 
the  privileges  of  his  pablic  character,  as   a  commissioner  trom 
the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  declined  answering  any  ques- 
tions whose  tendency  he  could  not  immediately  perceive, so  thai 
little  information  was  obtained  from  him.     But  by  the  meoiimi 
of  nis  papers  tU;  administration  came  to  the   knowledge  Oi  thq 
eventual  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  America  and 
Holland.     I'he  papers  relating  to  this  business  were  delivered 
"about the  bcghining  of  Novemberto  the  prince  ot  Orange,  who 
on  the    15th  laid  them  before  tiie  states  of  Holland  and  West 
Fiiesland.     On  the    10th,  Sir  Joseph   Yoike  presented  to  tha 
States  General,  a  memorial  concerning  them,    lie  demanaed  lu 
the  name  of  the  khig  his  master,  not  only  a  formal  disavovval  o. 
(what  was  pronounced)  so  irregular  a  conduct,  as  that  wldch  was 
ehav<W  upon  the  states  of  Amsterdam,  of  cavrymg  on   a  lon;^^ 
clandestine  correspondence  with  the  American  rebels,  and  oi 
giving-   instructions   and  powers  for  entering  mto  a  treatvwitn 
those'rebels  ;  but  also  insisted  on  a  speedy  satistaction,  and  the 
punishment  of  the  pensionary  Van  Berkel  and  h-.s  accomplices 
This  conduct  was  declared   to  be  no  less  contrary  to  the  mos. 
sacred  engagements  of  their  high  mighunesses,  than  repugnar^t 
to  the  Dutch  constitution.  •,  i         -r 

The  reference  to  such  engagen:ents  seems  to  have  been  vA 
timed,  as  the  royal  order  of  the  nth  of  April  last  naa  dccku- 
ed  Holland  to  be  on  the  footing  of  other  neutral  powers ;  ana 
had  disannulled  the  efficacy  of  such  engagements  for  tne  present, 
by  suspending  till  further  orders  all  the  particular  .stipulations  re- 
specting tlie  subjects  of  the  States-General,  contained  m  tne  seve- 
ral treaties  then  subsisting.  The  States-General  disavowed  tl^e 
intended  treaty  of  the  city  ol"  Amsterdam,  and  engaged  to  piose- 
cuie  the  pensionary  according  to  the  laws  or  the  cou.itvv  J  ms 
not  being  deemed  satisfactory,  Su- Joseph  Yorke  received  orders 
to  withdraw  from  the  Hague  , and  on  the  20th  of  December,  .i 
manifesto  against  the  Dutch  was  publised  u.  a  London  GazeUe 
Extrordinary,  followed  by  an  order  ot  councu—  Ihat  gene^^ 
rai  reprisals  be  granted  against  the  ships,  goods  and  ^subjects  ot 
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tjie  States  Genera]."  A  few  days  before  the  publication,  tl?e 
States  General  had  acceded  to  the  confederation  of  the  armed 
neutrality. 

On  Tuesday,  October  the  3(i,  Jamaica  was  visited  with  a  conn- 
plicated  calamity,  a  most  extraordinary  swell  of  the  sea,  ten  feet 
higher  than  its  common  level,  succeeded  by  an  earthquake  sind 
hurricane,  brought  dreadful  destruction  on  particular  parts  of 
the  island.  Savannah  La  Mar,  a  considerable  trading  town  un 
the  south  side  of  the  island  in  "Westmoreland  parish,  was  totally 
destroyed,  by  the  sea's  suddenly  bursting  through  all  bounds  and 
surmounting  all  obstacles.  Every  thing  was  so  compleleiy  swept 
away  upon  its  retreat,  as  not  to  leave  the  smallest  vestige  of 
man,  beast  or  habitation  behind.  About  200  persons  of  ail  co- 
Jours  perished  by  this  terrible  irruption.  The  sea  flowed  up 
half  a  mile  beyond  its  usual  fixed  limits.  This  was  the  prelude 
to  the  succeeding  earthquake  and  hurricane. .  The  damage  in 
the  parish  of  Westmoreland  only  amounted  to  near  c£'.TOO^iiOO 
-Sterling.  In  that  of  Hanover,  one  fourth  part  of  the  absolute 
property  is  said  to  be  lost  for  ever.  The  merchants  of  Kir.gston 
generously  sent  down  for -the  immediate  relief  of  the  unhap^py 
fufferers,  o£'.  10,000  value  in  different  kinds  of  provision,  ciothuig 
2nd  other  articles. 

A  yet  more  tremenduous  hurricane  began  at  Barbadoes  (Qcu 
10.)  in  the  morning,  and  continued  with  little  intermission  about 
48  hours.  The  ships  were  driven  from  their  anchors,  and  obli- 
ged to  encounter  all  the  horrors  of  a  most  outrageous  sea.  It 
prevailed  chietiy  in  the  night;  and  Bridge-Town,  the  capital, 
was  nearly  levelled  v^^ith  the  earth.  The  inhabitants  who  esca- 
ped anxiously  waited  the  break  of  day,  flattering  themselves  that 
with  the  light  they  should  see  a  cessation  of  the  storm..  But  the 
strongest  colours  cannot  paint  the  miseries  they  were  under. — 
The  ground  was  covered  wiih  the  mangled  bodies  of  iheirfriends 
and  relations.  Reputable  families  wandered  through  the  ruins  in 
search  of  food  and  shelter.  Meanwhile  there  was  a  continual 
scene  of  rapine  and  confusion.  The  negroes,  instead  of  atten^pt- 
ihg  to  save  the  effects  of  the  unhappy  suiierers,  .were  plundering 
every  part  of  the  town.  The  tempest  was  but  little  abated.  The 
day  served  but  to  exhibit  the  most  meianch'jlv  prospect.  The 
devastation  on  all  sides  was  terrible — not  a  buiidmg  standing — 
the  trees,  if  not  torn  up  by  the  roots,  stripped  of  their  leaves  and 
branches — the  most  luxuriant  spring  changed  in  one  mght  to  the 
dreariest  winter — the  few  public  buildings,  notwithstanding  their 
strength,  fallen  in  the  general  wreck.  The  loss  of  human. lives 
was  great  even  among  the  whites ;  but  including  the  blacks  was 

estimated 
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estimated  at  some  thousands.  To  Increase  the  calamify,  most  of 
ihe  living  stock  on  the  island,  panic  ulariy  of  the  liorned  cattle, 
perished.  An  extraordinary  instance  of  the  united  force  of  the 
winds  and  waves  was  apparent  upon  this  occasion,  in  the  removal 
of  a  caanon,  a  twelve  pounder,  from  the  south  to  the  north  bat- 
tery, being  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  forty  yards.  Thetrutli 
of  this  fact  Aiul  of  the  other:;  was  supported  by  public  documents, 
transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  state  by  the  gov.  of  the  island,  and 
by  general  Vaughan.  Be  it  mentioned  to  the  honor  and  praise 
of  l^on  Pedro  6L  Jago,  a  captain  of  the  regiment  of  Arragon, 
and  of  the  other  Spanish  prisoners  at  Barbadocs,  wiio  were  all 
under  his  immediate  direc4:ion,  that  they  acted  the  kind  part  of 
fncads,  instead  of  behaving  like  enemies,  or  even  with  indiffer- 
ence, in  this  season  of  calamity  i  and  omitted  no  lobor  or  service 
in  th^fir  power,  for  the  assistance  of  the  distressed  inhabitants, 
and  the  preservation  of  public  order. 

Tiie  islands  of  8t.  Lucie,  Grenada,  and  St.  Vincent,  were  like- 
wise laid  nearly  desolate.  Most  of  the  ships  of  war  '.vere  driven 
out  to  sea  from  St.  Lucie,  in  the  beginning  of  the  hurricane. — > 
The  transports,  victuallers  and  traders,  were  dismasted,  and  ge- 
DeraJiy  driven  on  shore.  A  prize  of  18  guns  was  wrecked  onthe 
back  of  the  island,  and  all  except  17  perished.  I'he  Andromeda 
iind  Laurel  of  2S  guns  each,  were  lost  on  the  coast  of  Martini- 
CO  ;  none  of  the  otticers  and  but  few  of  the  crew  \\^re  saved. — 
The  Deal  castle  of  24  guns  suffered  the  same  fate.  The  squad- 
ron under  Adm.  Rowley,  which  convoyed  the  Jamaica  trade  on 
its  way  to  Europe,  experienced  no  less  calamity,  and  sustained 
still  greater  loss.  The  adm.  returned  .to  Jamaica  v^^iili  ftve  ships, 
mostly  dismasted  and  all  disabled.  The  Sterling  Castle  of  6 1* 
guns,  was  totally  lost  on  the  coast  of  Hispanioia,  and  only  about 
o-O  of  the  crew  saved,  TheThundercr,  conmiodore  Boyle  Wal- 
singham,  was  undoubtedly  swallowed  up,  no  traces  of  her  fate 
having  yet  come  to  light.  The  Fhoenix  of  44-  guns,  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  was  wrecked  on  the  island  of  Cuba  ;  but  her  officers  and 
most  of  her  crew  were  saved.  The  Barbadocs  and  Victor  sloops 
of  war,  with  the  Camelion,  Scarborough,  and  la  Blanch  frigates 
became  likewise,  with  a  partial  or  total  loss  of  men  and  officers, 
-victims  to  the  rage  of  this  merciless  seasoji.  Ihe  French  islands 
appear  to  have  suffered  even  more  than  the  British,  Barba- 
docs only  excepted.  At  Martinico  the  public  buildings  and 
private  houses  of  Fort-Royal  town,  to  the  amousit  of  more  than 
tourteen  hundred,  were  blown  down,  and  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  persons  lost  their  lives.  Every  house  in  St.  Pierre  shared 
the  same  fate,  and  more  than  a  thousand  people  pcnslied.  The 
Vql.  iiL  R      *  Dumber 
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numbers  lost  upon  the  island,  including  negroes,  is  computed  at 
about  9000,  and  the  damage  at  700,000  Icniis  d'ors.  Sixty-two 
sail  of  transports  from  France,  which  arrived  that  morning  at 
Mavtinico,  with  stores  and  12500  troops  on  board,  were  all  driv- 
en out  to  sea,  and  several  were  lost.  The  Experiment  of  50 
guns,  and  the  Juno  of  40,  with  some  other  royal  French  frigates 
were  destroyed  ;  and  1 9  sail  of  loaded  Dutch  vessels  were  dashed 
to  pieces  on  Grenada,  The  destruction  of  people  (whites  and 
blacks)  at  St.  Eustatia,  wds  reputed  to  be  between  4  and  5000. 
A  number  of  houses  were  blown  down  and  washed  away  v/ith  the 
inhabitants  into  the  sea.     The  pecuniary  loss  must  be  very  great. 

The  humanity  of  the  Marquis  de  Eouille  affords  some  relief 
to  these  scenes  of  horror  and  devastation.  He  sent  31  British 
sailors  (the  remains  that  were  saved  of  the  crews  of  the  Laurel 
mid  Andromeda)  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  Commodore  Hotham 
at  St.  Lucia,  accompanied  with  a  declaration  that  he  could  not 
consider  in  the  light  of  enemies,  men  who  had  so  hardly  escap- 
ed in  a  contention  with  the  force  of  the  elements;  but  that  they 
having,  in  common  with  his  «wn  people,  been  partakers  of  the 
same  danger,  w^ere  in  like  manner  entitled  to  every  comfort 
and  relief  that  could  be  given,  in  a  season  of  such  universal  ca- 
lamity and  distress.  He  only  laiiiented,  he  said,  that  their 
number  was  so  small,  an-d  particularly  that  none  of  the  CiTicerr' 
Y/ere  saved. 

The  new  parliament  met  on  the  3 1st  of  Oct,  the  late  speaker. 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  having  offended  the  ministry,  by  exercis^ 
ing  too  much  of  an  independent  spirit,  they  determined  upon 
choosing  another  person  in  his  room.  Mr.  Dunning  moved,  that 
Sir  Fletcher  should  be  continued.  The  ministry  pretended  that 
an  anxiety  for  his  health  was  the  real  cause  of  moving  that  a  dif- 
ferent member  might  be  chosen:  but  Sir  Fletcher,  after  declar- 
ing that  he  came  there  with  a  fuildetcrmination  not  to  g'^  again 
into  the  chair  upon  any  account,  informed  the  house  that  the 
king's  m.inistershadnot  held  the  smallest  previouscommunication 
with  him  upon  the  subject ;  that  he  had  been  in  town  three  days, 
and  had  never  been  asked  whether  his  health  would  enable  him 
to  continue  in  the  chair,  nor  had  he  been  applied  to  directly  or 
indirectly  on  the  subject  of  choosing  a  new  speaker.  He  called 
iiponthe  ministers  to  declare,  why  he  was  thus  disgracefully  dis- 
missed. After  debates.  Lord  George  Germaine's  motion  fo? 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Cornwall  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
203  votes  to  134,  who  supported  Mr.  Dunning's  motion. 

The  king  wxnt  next  day  to  the  house  of  peers,  [Nov.  1.]  and 
delivered  his  speech  to  the  parliament.     In  it  he  took  notice  of 

^  the 
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•>      •  „,l  .urrr.sqos  which  had  attcnJed  Hie  progress  of  his  arms 
the  signal  ^''^ccssos  wli.cn  j  ^^^^^^^  have.mpor- 

,n  Georgia  and  C''>«  '"';^_  ^ ''^1^^^  ^,,,  ,.,  ^  i,     ,y  conclusion, 
as  well  in  those  wlieic  f  "^  ^^  ^        eatirelv  subsided  and  quiet  was 

^^^f.;o■■  TvVr   who  served  formerly  in  one.  of  the.  Anienc.n 

t"^'h^?  '"!^:rr 'd"™tl^^^^  Gates  a!  Ti. 

Irumbull    who  was  ^^pu  .y      ^^  ^ut  Trumbull  was  taUea 

rnrSiUertf  pnsl^  on  the  -.Ist.  of  Nov..  b-,  c  jarged 
with  holding  a  treasonable  ^^--P^; f"  trL  ut^  w"  e  ire- 
When  he  was  re-examined  the  next  day,  miec  i^i   r<^nr^e- tic n'c 

luce^and  read,  one  to  his  father,  ''-f -^J^^^.ty    whc^    the 
1  r    ^^  T't.'     jTvankhn  s  rfvanuson  at  rasbcy,   wi.i«-iv^ 

.etshire      M;   iiambuU       England -iathe  beginning  of  July  ; 

b^cl;  f^l  ,^;  ^eU  ;:s  oahe  --^^  J^  r^tl  LS ^t^- 
tinia.  Nothing  appeared  P-^^  ^^^'^''>. 'T  "'^^^  not  entitled  to 
ces  were  sueh,  that  the  bench  ^""'''.^  ^^^'^"Jf^f  commitment 
his  liberty:  thev  therefore  signed  ms  warijinioi 
forNew  ^rison,-on  account  i'^/l-^-^P^'^fd  W  re  aUon  -ay 
■Conflnenicnt  will  be  las  ^'":   ^f^X^  '  ^'^^  '  's  \e  ^  ^^^ 
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the  treaty  with  France  tlie  basis  cf  one  v;ith  them.  Congres? 
was  much  overseen  in  drawing  bills  upon  him.  The  importance 
of  Spain  to  America  should  not  have  been  brought  forward,  at 
least  should  not  have  been  placed  in  such  a  glaring  point  of  view^ 
The  measure  of  drawing,  in  expectation  that  the  Spaniards 
v/ould  supply  the  cash,  was  considered  by  them  as  desperate,  and 
as  what  congress  v/ere  prompted  to  by  their  imbecility.  It  v/as  in 
the  power  of  the  Spanish  court  to  have  made  the  loan  that  was 
asked  :  whereas,  instead  of  furnishing  Mr.  Jay  with  30  or 
^.40,000  sterling,  the  sum  requested  for  immediate  service,  he 
ivas  supplied  with  only  about  X.'i200, 

On  the  29-th  of  September  died  Maria  Theresa,  empress  of 
Germany,  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  archduchess  of 
Austria,  and  natural  sovereign  of  all  the  w^idely  extended  domi- 
nions appertaining  to  that  great  house.  Her  death  has  occasion- 
ed no  convulsions  in  the  European  system  of  politics. 

I,ord  George  Germaine,  in  his  letter  to  lord  Cornv/allis  of^ 
Kovember  the  ^th,  commended  Cornvvrallis's  "determination  tcr 
inflict  exemplary  punishment  on  those  traitors  who  had  repeated 
the  violation  of  their  oaths  of  allegiance,  or  broken  their  parole^ 
and  taken  arms  against  the  king,  as  wise  and  promotive  of  the 
great  object  of  the  war."  He  added,  "  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt,  from  your  lordship's  vigorous  and  alert  movements,  the 
whole  country,  south  of  the  Delaware,  will  be  restored  to  the 
king's  obedience  in  the  course  of  the  [next]  campaign/' 

The  French  king  this  year  dignified  and  forever  rendered  his 
name-day  memoiabie,  by  a  present  to  his  subjects,  worthy  the 
humanity  and  magnificence  of  a  great  and  enlightened  monarch. 
It  was  no  less  than  abolishing  for  ever  that  relic  of  barbarism,  so 
long  the  opprobrium  of  the  christian  name,  and  a  standing  dis- 
grace to  the  most  civilized  and  learned  quarter  of  the  world— the 
inhunian  custom  oi  putting  the  queslkn,  as  it  was  called,  by  tor- 
ture. It  had  been  so  long  established  and  rivetted,  that  it  seem- 
ed to  be  an  original  and  indivisible  part  of  the  constitution  of 
their  courts  of  justice.  The  French  king  did  also,  in  order  to 
lessen  the  burdens  of  his  people,  make  a  prodigious  reform  in  his 
liousehold.  In  pursuance  of  the  new  plan  adopted  in  his  court,, 
no  less  than  406  ofhccrsin  that  department  were  abolished. 

The  torture  having  been  mentioned,  let  it  be  remarked,  that 
no  one  is  capitally  condemned  in  Holland,  till  he  acknowledges 
himself  guilty;  and  that  the  torture  is  practised,  when  needful, 
to  produce  such  acknowedgment.  But  then  it  must  be  observ- 
ed,  that  no  one  is  put  to  the  torture  without  that  evidence,  which 
%vould  hang  him  in  Great-Britain.     If  the  accused  has  firmnes* 

of 
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of  body  and  mind  to  support  under  tlic  rack  ihrongh  the  whoJe 
process,  he  is  discharge(i  thcuigU  guilty  ;  but  tiiougli  innocent, 
if  (overcome  by  excruciating  pain)  he  pronounces  liiinscif  guilty, 
to  obtain  momentary  case,  execution  follows. 

The  bounty  and  kindness  extended  by  the  bishop  of  T.ugo  to 
the  British  prisoners,  deserves  every  degree  of  praise  and  grati- 
tude. Although  some  of  their  commanders  behaved  otherwise, 
the  Spanish  nobility  and  merchants  in  general,  showed  extraor- 
dinary marks  of  friendship,  and  even  of  affection,  to  those  British 
gentlemen  wlw)  fell  in  their  way,  while  national  hostilities  were 
carrying  on.  'I'he  Spaniards  labored  hard  in' puishing  on  their 
works  against  Gibraltar,  but  had  often  the  mortification  of  see"- 
ing  them,  when  nearly  completed,  destroyed  in  a  few  hours  by 
the  ivcight  of  fire  from  the  batteries.  Gen.  Elliot  would  let  therti 
proceed  to  a  certain  point,  and  then  at  once  throw  all  their 
iiopes  to  the  ground.  Some  judicious  and  successful  sallies  were 
likewise  made  occasionally,  though  sparingly,  by  the  garrisort. 
The  vexation  of  being  so  baffled  by  a  handful  of  men,  has  at 
length  whetted  the  invention  of  the  Spaniards  to  a  project,  that 
may  afford  much  trouble  to  the  garrison  when  perfected,  and 
infinitely  increase  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  defence. 

The  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Modena,  in  abolishing  the  in-* 
qursition  in  his  dominions,  must  be  enumerated  among  the  re'- 
markable  cirsumstances  that  have  distinguished  the  year  1780. 
It  affords  a  fresh  instance  of  the  progress  v/hich  liberal  ideaf^, 
with  respect  to  toleration  and  the  rights  of  conscience,  are  nov7 
making  throughout  Europe.  Upon  the  death  of  the  grand  in- 
quisitor at  Reggio,  the  prince  immediately  ordered  that  tribunal 
to  be  for  ever  abolished,  its  revenues  to  be  applied  to  laudable 
purposes,  and  the  prisons  and  other  buildings,  which  could  pre- 
Gerve  any  memorial  of  its  having  ever  existed,  to  be  demolished'. 

In  the  caurse  of  this  year,  a  considerable  number  of  well- 
fought  and  desperate  actions  have  taken  place  betv/cen  British 
iind  French  frigates  ;  in  which,  though  the  former  had  almost 
continually  the  advantage  when  upon  equal  terms,  and  the  lat- 
ter were  frequently  taken  ;  yet  there  were  such  instances  of  pro- 
fessional ski/I,  courage  and  dexterity,  constantly  dispiayed  on  the 
part  of  the  French,  as  were  before  unknown  in  their  marine. 

Tl>e  present  letter  will  be  kept  ready  to  send  off  in'stantly, 
whenever  the  opportwnity  of  a  safe  conveyance     ""  ' ". 


K  T  T  y.  R 
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L    E    T    T    E    R        VL  ■ 

Roxburu,  April  2\,  17S!.. 
My  good  Sir, 

THE  Massachusetts  government  v/as  greatly  alarmed  on  tli'^- 
^^  14th  of  Jaivjary,  by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  gen.  Kno>f 
v/ith  an  account  of  the  Pennsylvania  lip.e's  havmg  revolted  and 
marched  off  from  Morristown.  Gov,  Hancock  had  been  pre- 
pared to  expect  an  event  of  that  kind,  though  m  a  different  quar* 
ter  :  for  gen.  Glover  wrote  to  him  on  the  1  Ul>  of  the  preced- 
ing raonth — "  It  is  now  four  days  since  your  hne  of  the  army  has 
eaten  one  mouthful  of  bread.  We  have  no  money  :  nor  wiU 
any  body  trust  us.  The  best  of  wheat  is  at  this  moment  seliing 
in  the  state  of  New-York  for  three  fourths  of  a  dollar  [3s.  4d.  1  -2 
sterling]  per  bushel,  and  yourarm.y  is  starving  for  want.  On  the 
1st  of  January  something  will  turn  up  if  not  speedily  prevented^ 
which  your  officers  cannot  be  answerable  for."  Several  causes 
contributed  to  produce  the  revolt  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  Th« 
officers,  when  they  inlisted  the  men,  imagined  that  the  war  would 
not  continue  more  than  three  years  ;  and  thought,  at  their  en- 
listment, of  holding  them  no  longer  tl\an  for  that  term  at  furth- 
est, though  they  were  to  be  discharged  sooner  was  the  war  end- 
ed^- the  men  understood  the  agreement  in  the  same  manner.  The 
officers  finding  the  war  did  not  close  as  was  expeted,  andrecruit^ 
ing  difficult ;  the  soldiers  also  being  well  trained  by  the  three 
3^ears  service,  they  were  unwilling  to  part  with  them,  and  impo- 
.sed  a  new  sense  upon  the  original  agreement^  viz.  that  the  men 
were  held  to  serve  the  whole  war.  though  it  lasted  beyond  two 
or  three  years.  This  the  men  resented  as  an  imposition,  and  sub- 
mitted to  only  from  necessity,  and  till  the  moment  should  offer 
for  the  redress  of  such  an  iniquitous  grievance.  The  officers,  to 
soothe  the  soldiers,  relaxed  in  their  discipline,  which  made  th^ 
men  feel  their  own  importance.  Maj.  M'Pherson  having  quit- 
ted the  British  service  in  an  honorable  v/ay,  and  attached  hiav 
self  to  the  Americans,  gen.  Washington,,  when  occasion  requit- 
ed his  forming  a  particular  corps,  gave  the  command  of  it  to 
the  major  in  token  of  respect,  and  by  way  of  encouragement. 
Upon  that  the  Pennsylvania  officers  formed  themselves  into  par* 
ties  i  combined  iii  an  opposition  to  the  appointment  ;  and  of- 

'iered 
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fcred^  to  resign  theiTCOmmisions  upon  the  occasion.     They  afw 
count^n^n^'^J  the  non-commissionod  ofhce, s  ot  then-  hne  to  umto 
L  applving  to  bc.d-qu.rtc.-s  for  ceita,n  favors,     buch  conduct 
cont'^^fbutcd  to-  stiengthcn  and  ripen  that  d>spos,l,on  which  pro- 
duced the   revolt.     The  h.ngoagc  u-h.cli  tl.e  officers  ofran^ 
Wlkcd  upon  these  occasions,  within  the  Iveanng  ol  Ine  injured 
soldiers  was  not  unnoticed  ;  hut  was  ap,,hed  to  direct  the  con- 
duc   of  he  latter,  while  it  cherished  thcu- discontent ;     olhat  the 
revolf  would  h.ve  taken  place  before,  had  the  opportunity  and 
prospect  of  success  been  equally  tavoratile.  To  the  capital  gnev- 
Ce  above  mentioned,  must  be  added  the  total  want  ot  pay  for 
^ear  tvveh-e  months-the  wantof  elothing-and  notunfrequent- 
W  the  want  of  provision  beyond  description.     A  further  aggra- 
7ation   was  produced  by   the  arrival  in  camp  ot  a  deputation 
fwm  the  Pennsvlvania  state  with  6CO  halt  loes,  to  be   given, 
Wc  to  each  n-Au,  as  a  bounty  to  each  of  the  six  months  levies 
vhosL  ttme  was  then  expiring)  that  would  enlist  again  for  the 
war      This  was  too  much  lor  the  veterans      'I  he  commence- 
ment of  the  new  year  was  to  be   celebrated,  which  occasionett 
he  men's  beino;  charged  with  more  than  a  common  allowance^ 
soint.     The  operation   of  this  upon   the  animal  flame,  and 
he  o  her  eircumst'inces conspiring,  tlie  Pennsylvania  line  muti- 
nied     [Tan.   1.]  The  whole,  except  three  regiments,  upon  a 
signal  folthe  pi.ipose,  turned  out  under  -'"S  -ithout  tli.,r  of^ 
Jicers,  and  declared  for  a  redress  of  grievances.     Gen.  W  avne 
and     he  other  officers,  did  every  thing  m  theiv  power  to  que.l 
tt  tumult.     But  the  troops  said-"  We  neither  can  nor  will 
be  anvTonser  amused.     We  are  determined,  at  every  hazard,  t., 
S  ia  Ibodv  to  congress  and  obtain  ledvess."    On  Wayne  a 
CTckincr  his  pistols,,  there  were  a  hundred  bayonets  at  h.s  hreas.. 
^vi  h-"  We  love  you,  we  respect  you,  but  you  are  a  deao  ma« 
it  you  fir..     Do  not  mistake  us,  we  are  not  going  to  the  ene- 


if 
niv 


;  on  the  contrary,  were   they  now  to  come  out,  you  sooidd 

us  fight  under  your  orders  with  as  much  resoiut.m  and^a  a- 

cn-y  as   ever."     Several  oiiicers  were   wounded,  and  a  capt-ii,, 


k  led  in  vainly  attempting  to  reduce  them.  he  three  rc-gr- 
»  paraded  under  their  officers;  but  being  called  upon  bv  the 
Sto  join  them,  and  threatened  with  dcatii  mcasc  ot  .xtusal, 
and  actually  fired  on,  they  complied.  They  then  seized  upou 
'w  field  pieces,  and  forced  the  artiUeryit^n  who  had  not  join- 
ed them,^o  do  it  instantly,  under  penalty  f  being  every  .  a. 
bayonetted.  The  mutiny  became  general.  1  hey  we.e  aU)u. 
1300  -  ,d  be.an  their  march  at  night ;  the  next  day  W  ayne  for- 
1  j.ju,  „nu  uci,a.i  nrevent  the  otherwise  mevit- 

warded  provisions  attei  them,  to  p.evcni.  loc  „,.„,„.««: 

sblc   depredation  vyhieh  would  be  made  on  puva.e  piopeU).. 
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He  and  three  principal  officers,  supposed  highest  in  their  esteem, 
<:oncludecl  upon  fuilowing  and  mixing  with  them,  that  they  might 
assist  with  ti^ieir  advice,  and  prevent  outrages.  They  v/ere  ci- 
villy received,  and  acquired  much  of  the  confidence  of  the  mu- 
tineers. These  however,  elected  temporary  oiiicers  from  their 
owrt  hody ;  and  appointed  a  sergeant-major,  who  had  forraer- 
1y  deserted  from  the  British  army,  to  be  their  commander.  They 
marched  through  the  country  with  great  regularity  and  good 
conduct,  and  did  less  damage  than  could  have  been  expected. 
By  the  third  day  they  were  at  Princeton. 

When  the  news  of  their  revolt  reached  gen.  Washington,  the 
Pennsylvania  government,  and  the  congress  they  were  all  much 
alarm.ed,  lest  the  example  should  prove  infectious.  The  com- 
mander in  chief  concluded  upon  sending  ofr  immediately  a  pro- 
per person  to  the  eastern  states,  to  enforce  upon  them  the  do- 
ing of  something  without  delay,  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of 
their  respective  lines.  Hard  money  was  to  be  found  in  the 
hands  of  but  one  officer,  suliicient  for  the  expcnces  of  the  jour- 
ney, which  could  not  otherwise  be  performed  with  a  speed  an- 
swerable to  the  emergency.  Gen.  Knox  had  obtained  a  small 
quantity,  which  was  destined  for  the  procurement  of  those  fa- 
mily supplies  which  he  must  otherwise  have  wanted.  This,  an- 
nexed to  his  other  qualitications,  made  him  the  best  and  the 
only  agent  that  gen.  Washington  could  employ.  He  readily  en- 
gaged in  the  service,  notwithstanding  its  being  the  depth  of|win- 
ter,  and  carried  with  him  a  letter  of  January  the  5th,  wherein 
ids  excellency  said — ''  It  is  in  vain  to  think  an  army  can  be  kept 
together  much  longer,  under  such  a  variety  of  sufferings  as  ours 
have  experienced  ;  and  unless  some  immediate  and  speedy  mea- 
sures are  adopted  to  furnish  at  least  three  months  pay  to  the 
troops,  in  money  wdrich  will  be  of  some  value  to  them,  and  at 
tlie  same  time  ways  and  means  are  devised  to  clothe"  and  feed 
them  better  (more  regularly  1  mean)  the  worst  that  can  befal 
us  may  be  expected.  1  refer  you  to  gen.  Knox,  ccc."  His  suc- 
cess was  such,  that  Washington  v/rote  to  him  about  a  month  af- 
ter— *'The  states  whose  deierminations  you  report,  have  done 
tiiemseives  honor  by  their  hberaiity,  and  by  their  ready  atten- 
tion to  the  object  of  your  mission." 

When  Sir  Henry  Clinton  receiyed  intelligence  of  the  revolt,, 
lie  left  no  means  untried  that  could  tarn  it  to  the  advantage  of  the 
British.  He  sent  two  spies  by  way  of  Amboy,  and  two  through 
Elizabeth-town  (all  Americans)  to  treat  as  agents  from  himself 
with  the  mutineers.  The  last  two  were  counter-spies;  who  gave 
information  of  the  others  upon  being  designedly  taken  up  ;  and 
hati  the  proposaks  with  which  they  vv^ere  entrusicd.  taken  fron» 

them. 
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u^m.     The  two  tliat  got  safe  to  Pri;-'  iric;-  ^'nil'iir  nnc<? 

l4j  the  revoltcr?,  vir.  **-i\v  be  taken  uiiacr  the  'H  of  i:te 

British  governmcnt-^-to  have  a  fire  paitloii  f...  .  .,  .  .. ,,  offences 
to  have  tiie  pay-  clue  to  therti  from  congress  (uithfuHy  paid, 

vv.t^>oi]t  cur:  expectation  of  rniUtarv  sc^a-vice  in  iTtui  n,  althcJup-h  it 

%vr<)ui(l  be  received  if  voiimtarily  o/fcrcd' — and  to  lay  down  their 

Mi  and'  to  return  to  their  alieo-iance."     Jt  was  rccon-imendeci 

.  lheu>to  oiove  behind  me  bouili-river,  when  a  body  ()fBriiish 

ituons  sliould  be  in  rciidiness  for  their  protection  <i'S  soon  as  de- 

o^vc(i/   ''Ji^i^ey  were  requested  to  send  persot^s  to  Ambo-y,  to  meet 

■ei-SArVkG  would  be  oppciiited  by  iSir  Henry,  to  discuss  and  set- 

..,  t;ie  treaty,  and  brin^  matters  to  a  Ihial  conclusi'on.  -  Mean 
.AMfeiiethe  British  genenil  passed  over  to  Staten-I-shnd,  with  a 
J^-gevb'jdy  of  troops,  and  took  the^ necessary  measures  formor- 
isnv^^-them  to  the  continent  vvhcnevei*  circuro.^tances  might  Fcquire 
.tfeeiF  acting.  Clinton-s  proposals  were  rejected,  and- his  mes- 
..seipgers- seized  and  delivered  up  to  o>en.  Wavne-,  wh.o  put  them 
Widergiiard.  Sooii  after,  a  committee  of  the  PennsylVanie,  coun- 
■cit -repaired  ta  Princet  >n  to  meet  the  soldiery.  'I'hey  ag»eed  to 
the  dismission  of  all  whose  terms  of  enlistment  were  ciompleted, 
and  precipitately  admitted  as  proof,  the  oath  of  the  party  to  \y^ 
benetited  ;  so  that  a  great  numbei?  franduiently  procured  dis- 
enlarges,  ^"^^  about  one  half  of  the  line  was  dismissed- before  the 
whole  business  was* concluded,  which  happened  not  for  some 
days.  •  A  committee  of -congress  came  as,  fai'-'^s  Trenton,  ajid 
tJiepe  reaiained.  The  revolters  marched  from"  Prince-ton  to  that 
place  on-  the-9'th  of  January.  The  nex-t  day  the  two  spies  were 
itic-dand  execiited.  By  the  15th  matters-were  so  adjusted,  that 
tlie  committee  of  congress  returned  to  Philadelphia;  •  The  sam€ 
day-  congress  agreed  upoTi  -a  circular-  letter  to"  the •  states.  -They 
aie-ijtioacd  in  it,  that  an  immedi;vte  provision  foi*  th^-pay  of  ths 
ai-my,was  indispensably  necessary,  'lliey  estimated  th-es urn  to' 
h<e  f^Hwarded  by  the  respective  states  from  Pcnnsyivama  to 
New-Hampshire,  inclusive,  at  879,342  dollars-.  Jt  was-cakrulatecl 
on  six  months  pay  in  specie  value  ;  and  the  advance  oft  one  half 
without  delay,  and- the  remainder  by  the  first  of  theioil^vving 
April,  were  strongly  urg-ed.  •  ..--'*-.         ,.    ,. 

-'Tiie  success  of  the  Peimsylvania  rev-olters' -enc(^nrag6d  about 
1-60  of  the  Jersey-brigade  to  seek  redress  in-a  sfmibr  v/av,  oi*  the 
SMitaof  the  same  month.  Their  jiuinber-wvis  not  ai  inning.-  -A 
t<tpa{K>iizin^-conduct'  was  no  longer  needfd.  Ol,. ;:  —  r  V;c-]^f: 
be^afarced  w-"ith safety.     ri'he-AmeiiCfcin'l;eiiei..l  i-!  /.:, 

was  seijt-oif  witivalarge  detachment  fronriiic  rn n/i  airiv.%  wi:h- 
<«ders-to'c©nij»cl  UKi-mul:ineei&-t*>  uiK^)»diiiv>Mal  v,ioftnss^on,  a4->*i* 
VOJU.  411.  ^ 
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to  listen  to  no  terms  while  they  were  in  a  state  of  resistance ;  and 
Gil  their  reduction  instantly  to  execute  a  few  of  the  most  active 
and  incendiary  leaders;  for  gen.  Washington  preferred  any  ex- 
tremity to  a  compromise.  When  he  arrived,  instant  submissioa 
v/as  required,  and  the  two  ringleaders  were  directly  taken,  tried, 
and  executed.  The  Di'itish  wished  to  benefit  by  this  levolt,  and 
forwarded  proposals  by  one  Woodruff;  but  he  instantly  deliver- 
ed them  to  the  American  officers.  Thus  were  the  high  hopes 
which  Clinton  had  entertained  from  the  revolt  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line  completely  bafTicd  ;  while  a  striking  instance  present- 
ed itself  of  the  prevailing  unfavorable  disposition  of  the  suffer- 
ing; troops,  with  respect  to  the  British  government. 

Previous  to  the  military  convulsions,  congress  had  taken  a  step 
from  which  they  promised  themselves  future  reHef,  though  it- 
could  not  be  obtained  immediately.  They  had  on  the  23d  ot  De- 
cembcr,  commissioned  iieut.  col.  John  Laurens,  as  special  mnii* 
ster  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  to  procure  the  wanted  aids.^   Twa 
daysbeforc^  they  directed  the  president  to  write  to  the  ministers 
plenipotentiary  at  Yersailles  and  Madrid,  desiring  them  to  apply 
to  the  courts  at  which  they  respectively  reside,  to  use  means  for 
obtaining  the  release  and  exchange  of  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens 
[the  heut.  colonel's  father]  the  news  of  whose  commitment  to 
the  Tov.-er  had  reached  them.  Means  were  taken  to  impress  the 
chevaher  de  la  Luzerne  wiUi  a  sense  of  the  calamitous  situation 
in  v;hich  the  United  States  were,  that  so  his  information  naight 
add  weight  to  the  colonel's  negociation.     Gen.  Greene  said  td 
him  in  a  letter  of  Jan,  the  9th — "  If  France  lends  not  a  speedr 
aid  to  this  distressed  people,  I  fear  the  country  will  be  forever 
l«st."     The  commander  in  chief  furnished  the  colonel  with  the 
following;  thoughts  on  the  15th  of  Jan.~^*To  me  it  appears  evi-^ 
dent — irThatconsideringthe  diffused  population  of  these  states*. 
the  consequent  difficulty  of  drawing  together  its  resources,  the 
composition  and  itmpcr  of  part  of  its  inhabitants,  the  want  of  a: 
sufficient  stock  of  natural  strength  as  a  foundation  for  revenue^ 
and  the  almost  total  extinction  uf  commerce,  the  efforts  we  have 
been  compelled  to  make  for  carrying  on  the  war,  have  exceeded 
the  natural  abilities  of  this  country,  and  by  degrees  brought  it  to 
a  crisis  which  renders   immediate  efficacious  succours  trom  a- 
broad  indispensable  to  its  safety. — 2.  That  notwithstanding  froiur 
the  confusion  always  attending  a  revolution, from  our  having  had 
governmenLs  to  frame,  and  every  species  of  civil  and  military 
institution  to   create,  from  that  inexperience  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  a  nation  in  its  commencement,  some  errors  may  have 
been  coaimitted  in  K\vi  administration  of  our  finances,  to  whick- 
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a  part  of  our  cmnurrassmcnts  arc  to  be  attnirjtcd  ;  yet  tl.cy  arc 
yrincipally  to  be  ascribed  to  an  essential  i}^Q{Q<:\.  of  means,  to  the 
want  of  a  sufiicicnt  stock  of  wcaltb,  as   nientioncd  in  the  first 
article,  which  continuing  to  operate,  will  make  it  impossible,  by 
anv  merely  interior  exertions,  to  extricate  ourselves  from  those 
embarrassments,  restore  public  credit,  and  furnish  the  funds  requi- 
site for  the  support  of  the  war  : — 3.  That  experience  has  demon- 
strated the  impraccicability  long  to  maintain  a  paper  credit  with- 
out funds  for  its  redemption  : — 4.  That  the  mode  which  for  want 
of  money  has  been  substituted  for  supplying  the  army  byassessin^ 
-a  proportion  of  the  produces  of  the  eaith,  has  hitherto-been  found 
ineffectual  : — 5.  That  from  the  best  estimates  of  the  annual  ex- 
-pcnccofthc  v/ar,  and  the  annual  revenues  which  these' statcsarc 
capable  of  affording,  their  i^  a  large  balance  to  be  supported  by 
credit.  M  he  resourceof  dom^esticloansisinconsiderable:-— 6.  That 
the  patience  of  the  army  i-s  now  nearly  exhausted,  which  demon- 
•states  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  speedy  relief,  a  relief  not  within 
the  com.passof  our  means  :— 7.  That  the  people  being  dissatisfi- 
ed with  the  m.ode  of  supporting  the  war,  evi's  actually  felt  in  the 
prosecution  of  it  may  weaken  the  sentiments  which  began  it : — ■ 
S.  That  from-  all  thcYoregoing  considerations,  result,  first,  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  an  immediate  ample  and  eiScacious  succor  of 
iiioney,  large  enough  to  be  a  foun-dation  for  substantial  arrange- 
ments of  finance,  to  revive  public  credit,  and  give  vigor  to  future 
jDperationS' ;  secondly,  the  vast  importance  of  a  decided  effort  of 
the  allied  arms  to  this  continent  the  ensuing  campaign  to  effec- 
tuate once   for  all  the  great  objects  of  the  alliance,  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  these  states : — 9;  That  next  to  a  loan  of 
money  a  constant  superiority  on  these  coasts  is  the  object  most 
interesting:— 10.  That  an  additional  succour  of  troops  would 
be  extreniely  desirable  :— 1 1.  That  no  nation  will  have  it  more 
in  its  power  to  repay  what  it  borrows  than  this  ;    our  debts  arc 
iiitherto  small,     Inc  people  are  discontented,  but  it  is  with  the 
feeble  and  oppressive  mode  of  conducting  the  war,  not  with  the 
war  itself.     A  large  majority  are  still  firmly  attached  to  the  in- 
dependence of  thcs-c  states.'"  To  Dr.  Franklin  the  general  wrote 
the  same  day — *'  To  me  nothing  appears  m.oreevident,  than  that 
the  period  of  our  opposition  will  very  shortly  arrive,  if  our  allies 
cannot  afford  us  that  ciFectual  aid,  particularly  in  m.oney  and  a 
naval   superiority  which  is  now  solicited."     To   what  purpose^^ 
such  superiWity  was  to  be  applied,  a  letter  of  the  10th  of  Feb. 
ileclared,  vi'i>ich  said, — "In  the  conference  between  Count  de 
Ivochamb   r.i  and  myself  it  was  agreed,  that  if  by  the  aid  of  our 
rallies  we  c^%^  have  a  naval  superiority  thro'  the  next  campaigJi^ 
^iidanarr.  y  of  thirty  tliousand  meii  (or  dcible  the  force  of  the 

enemy 
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enemy  at  Nevv- York. and  its,  dependencies)  early  enoygh  m  th^ 
season  to  operate  in  that  .quarter,  to. prefer  it  to  every  other  oW 
jeet ;  and  appLications  have  been  made  to  the  court  of  France  i^H 
this  spirit,  if  we  shoLildfjid  ourselves  unable  to  undertake  this 
more  capital  expedition,  and  if  we  have  means  equal  toil,  we 
shall  attempt  a  secondary  object.  The  reduction  of  Charleston, 
Savannah,  &c.  may  come,  into  contemplation/''  The  prospect 
of  giving  rehef  to  the  southern  stated;  by  an  operation  against 
Is^e.WrYork,  vvas  the  principal  inducement  for  proposing  iL 

The  southern  operations  have  been  peculiar.  Before  they 
are  related,  let  it  be  remarked,  that  when  gen.  Gates  passed 
through  Richmond,  on  his  way  home,  the  Virginia  house  of  de- 
legate:^,  on  December  the  28th—'*  Resolved,  7iemine  cantradi-^ 
cenfe.  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  wait  on  majors 
general  Gates,  and  to  assure  him  of  the  high  regard  and  esteem 
of  this  house — that  the  remembrance  of  his  former  giorious  ser- 
vices cannot  be  obliterated  by  any  reverse  of  fortune,  but  that 
this  house,  ever  mindful  of  his  great  merit,  will  omit  no  oppor-*. 
tuaity  of  testifying  to  the  world  the  gratitude  which,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  union,  this  country  owes  to  him  in  his  mi^ 
litary  character."  To  this  resolve,  w4ien  .communicated  by  the 
committee  of  four,  the  general  answered  the  same  day— Sirs,  I 
shall  ever  remember  with  the  utmost  gratitude,  the  high  honor 
this  day  done  me  by  the  hon.  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginiai- 
When  I  engaged  in  the  noble  cause  of  freedon:^  and  Uie  United 
States,  I  devoted  myself  entirely  to  the  service  of  obtaining  the 
great  end  of  -their  union.  That  I  have  been  once  unfortunate  \^ 
my'  gieat  mortification';  but  let  the  event  of  my  future  service* 
be  what  they  ma)^,  they  will,  as  they  have  always  been,  be, di- 
rected by  the  m::st-faiuifui  integrity,  and  animated  by  thetriie::t 
zeai  for  tlie  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States.'' 

When. gen.  Greene, entered  upon  his  command,   ......;;: 

Limself  under  the  greatest  embarrassments.  The  nunieratis  whig 
militia  that  had  httn  kept  on  foot  in  J^orth-Caroiina,  had  laid 
"waste  all  the  whole  country.  The  troops  were  destitute  afeverr/ 
thing  necessary  ^either  for  their  comfort  or vconveiiience,.    Tho 
:men  were  naked;  there  were  no  magazines;  and  the  r.rmy  was 
suosisted  by  daily  collections.   Ever^.  thing  dcpende  ;>f- 

nion,  and  it  was  equally  dangerous  for  hmi  to  go  fo  ......  ^  ...tor 

standstill,  for -if.  he  lost  the  coniidencc  of  the  people^ -.he  lost  ail 
support,  and  if  he  rushed  on  to  ydanger,  aii  v/as  haz/   '    ' 
impatience  of  the  people  to  drive  oit  the  enemv^^v^ 
would  precipitate  him  into  a  thousand  misfortunt'\jfs    ,,.c  i/iOua 


of  coiiductuj^^  the  war  moit  to  the  liking  of  the  inl  ^-ys;  ^i^ts  v/a? 


tunt'  .Jrs 
heirn> 
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the  least  likely  to  cftccl  tlicir  salvation.*     By  the  genuine  returns 
on  the  8th  (;f  l>Lecnibcr,  it  c'.ppc:irs,  that  the  infantry  then  serv- 
ing iiridcr  Greene  vveic,  rank  and  li!c,  present  and  fit  for  duty, 
1482,  and  on  command,  547,  in  iiH^  2029  ;  of  these  821  were 
continentals,  and  1203  militia.     Add  to  these  yo  cavalry,  GO  ar- 
tillery, and  123  continentals  on  extra  service,  and  his  wiiole  ope- 
rative force  was  2307.   'Ihe  fewness  of  bis  troops,  the  nature  of 
the  country,  filled  with  woods  and  swamps,  and  thinly  inhiibited, 
the  tpryisraof  nunibers,  and  the  vcant  of  magazines,  led  the  gene- 
ral to  conclude  on  a  partizan  war.      He  considered  the  maxims 
of  European  generals,  but  was  hx  from  coni-iaing  himself  to 
them  ;  for  he  obsered  that  however  they  might  suit  that  part  of 
.the  world,  they  weie  not  adapted  to  the  place  where  he  was  to  act, 
only  in  certain  circumstances,  to  which,  when  they  occurred,  he 
meant  to  be  attentive.    On  his  arrival  at  camp  he  learned  that  the 
troops  had  made  a  practice  of  goinghome  withoutpermission,st3y^ 
ing  weeks  and  then  returning.    Determined  to  stop  such  a  danger- 
ou's  custom,  tire  general  gave  out  that  he  would  make  an  exaiiipk: 
of  the  first  deserter  of  the  kind  he  caught ;.  and  one  was  accord- 
ingly shot  at  the  head  of  the  army  drawn  up  to  be  spectators  c£ 
the  punishment.     At  night  he  sent  officers  round  the  camp  to 
listen  to-  the  talk  of  the  soldiers,  and  was  happy  to  iind  that  the 
measure  had  taken  its  desired  effect,  and  that  the  language  of  the 
siien  was  only— ''We  m-ust  not  do  as  we  have  been  used  to  ;  it  is 
new  lords  new  laws."     But  it  was  a  mortification  to  him  to  learn 
from  another  quarter,  that  by  the  folly  or  treachery  of  those  who 
had  thexharge  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  King's  Mountain,  all  ex- 
cept about  130  had  been  enlarged  upon  different  conditions,  by 
whicji  he  lost  upwards  of  600  men,  who  would  have  been  of  the 
utmost  importance  iir  an  exchange  with  lord  Cornwaliis.      His 
lordship  on  the  isi  of  December  addressed  to  him  the  following 
note — "  I  think  it  proper  to  represent  to  you,  that  the  ofticers  and 
men  taken  at  King's  iMountain  were  treated  with  an  inhumanity 
scarcely  credible.    I  iind  myself  under  the  disagreeable  necessity 
of  niiiking  some  retaliation  for  those  unhappy  men,  who  were  so 
eruelly  and  unjustly  put  to  death  atGilbert-tov/n."  Gen.  Greene 
answered  to  it  on  the  17th   [December]—"  I  am  too  much  a 
stringer  to  the  transactions  at  Gilbert-town  to  reply  fully  on  th_aC 
subject;  .  'i^-icy  must  have  been  committed  before  my  arrival  ia 
the  department,  and  by  persons  under  the  character  of  voluRteers, 
who  were  independent  of  the  army.  However,  if  there  was  any 
thing  done  in  that  alfair  contrary  to  ihe  principles  oi  humanity  and 
the  jaw  of  naiions,  and  for  wiiich  they  had  not  tiie  conduct  of 
your  army  as  a  .precedent,  I  slrali  be  ever  ready  tu  testily  my  dis- 

■*  The  gcner?>r3  e>vn  Ittters* 

approbation 
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approbation  of  it, — ^The  fii^t  example  was  furnished  on  your 
part,  as  appears  by  the  list  of  unhappy  sufferers  incloseil  ;  and 
it  might  have  been  expected,  that  the  friends  of  the  unfortunste 
should  foiiow  it.— Punishing  capitally  for  a  breach  of  military 
parole  is  a  severity,  that  the  principles  of  inodern  war  will  not 
authorise,  unless  the  inhabitants  arc.  to  be  treated  as  a  conquer-* 
ed  people,  and  subject  to  all  the  rigor  of  military  government— ' 
The  feelings  of  mankind  will  for  ever  decide  when  the  rights  of 
liumanity  arc  invaded.  I  leave  them  to  judge  of  the  tendency 
of  your  jordship's  order  to  licut,  col.  Balfour  after  the  actioit 
near  Camden,  of  Lord  Rawdon's  proclamation,  and  of  1  arlc^ 
ton's  laying  v^asts  the  country  and  distress^ing  the  inhabitants^ 
Avho  u\,re  taught  to  expect  protection  and  security  if  they  ob* 
seived  but  a  neutrality. — Sending  the  inhabitants  of  Charles-, 
ton  to  St.  Augustine,  contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitulation, 
is  a  violation  vvhich  I  have  also  to  represent,  and  v;hich  I  hope 
your  lordship  will  think  yourself  bound  to  redress."  The  list 
referred  to  was  this — "  William  Stroud  and  Mr.  Doivell^  exc-r 
cuted  near  Rocky  jSIourst  without  a  trial,  by  order  of  iieuL  eoI» 
Turnbul!, — Richard  Tucker,  Samuel  Andrews  and  John  Milesv 
banged  in  Camden  by  order  of.  Lord  Cornwailis. — Mr.  Johnson^ 
Iianged  since  the  action  of  Black-Stocks,  by  lieut..  col.  Tarleton* 
- — About  thirty  persons  hanged  at  Augusta  by  col.  Brown, — - 
Adam.  Cusack  hanged  at  Pedee  by  col.  Mills.. 

Gen.  Greene  perceiving  that  he  could  not  bring  provisions  ta 
his  army  from  any  distance,  resolved  to  march  his  army  to  the 
provisions.  The  country  about  Charlotte,  and  from  thence  to 
Camden,  was  exhausted,  having  been  long  the  scene  of  military 
operations.  The  river  Pedee  aifbrded  the  nearest  supply  ;  and 
what  was  a  considerable  inducement  to  repair  thither,  the  cane- 
breaks  id  that  part  of  the  country  afforded  good  pasturage  for 
the  horses.  The  only  ditnculty  vvas,  that  the  situation  proposed  to 
be  taken  was  more  distant  from  the  enemy  than  Charlotte  ;  and 
the  general  hesitated  about  making  his  iirst  motion  retrograde. 
The  confidence  of  the  enemy,  the  diffidence  of  his  troops,,  and 
the  despair  of  the  people,  might  all  be  excited  by  such  a  manoeu- 
vre. Such  v/as  his  dilcmm.a,  that  he  m.ust  cither  relinquish  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  country,  or  divide  his  small  force  so  as  to 
render  each  part  too  inconsiderable  for  the  defence  of  it.  He 
sav/  the  danger  of  separating  his  force,  but  was  obliged  to  submit 
to  necessity.  Brigadier  gen.  Morgan,  who  was  invested  with 
the  command  of  tlie  light  troops  by  gen.  Gates,  was  continued 
?n  that  command  by  Greene  ;  and  the  corps  was  completed  by 
fresh  draughts  from  the  line,  to  300  infantry  under  lieut.  coi. 

H  award. 
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Howard,  170  Virginia  rillciiicn  under  maj.  Triplet,  and  about 
10  iight-drago\*ns  under  lieuL  col.  Washington,  'i'he  light  troop* 
watch  detached  to  the  westward  of  the  Watcrcj  iriti)  Soutl-i- 
Carolinia,  to  waUh  the  motions  of  the  enemy  at  Wynsbo^ 
rough  and  Camden,  and  to  .shift  for  themselves.  They  took: 
their  position  on  die  western  extremity  ^i  tlic  state  on  the  25tU 
of  December. 

I'hc  command  cf  tlie  North-CaroHnia,  miHtIa  devolved  on 
brigadier  Diividson,  brigadier  SmaUwood  having  obtained  leave 
to  go  home.  Gen.  Marion  was  engaged  in  stimulating  his- 
counti-ymen  in  the  ](iwer  parts  of  South -Carolinia  ;  in  keeping- 
the  tories  in  awe;  in  watching  the  enemy  at  their  posts  of 
Charleston,  George-town  and  neighboring  places  and  in  gain- 
ing inteliigeiiCe. 

Gqd..  Greene,  with  the  remainder  of  his  army,  consisfing  oF 
the  continental  brigade  under  col.  O.  Williams,  and  the  Virgi- 
nia militia  brigade  under  gen.  Stevens,  with  the  artillery  and  a 
very  few  horse,  marched  from  Charlotte  on  the  20th  of  Dec.  and 
arrived  at  H-ickLs's  Creek  .on  the  east  side  of  the  Pedee  on  the 
26th,  where  he  remained  for  some  time.  Here  the  spirit  of 
plundering  which  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  added  m.uch 
to  his  Qifficuities,  The  whole  country  was  in  danger  of  being; 
laid  waste  by  the  whigs  and  tories,  who  pursued,  destroyed,  and 
killed  each  other  v/herever  they  met,  with  as  much  relentless 
fiiry  as  beasts  of  prey.  He  regretted,  that  most  people  appear  to 
be  in  pursuit  of  revenge,  private  gain,  or  personal  glory. ^' 

Morgan  on  the  21tli  detached  VVashington  v;ith  his  dragoons, 
ai'.d  about  200  militia,  who  marched  40  miless:  on  the  28th,  and 
the  next  day  surprised  a  body  of  tcri'es  in. Ninety-Six,  about  150 
of  whom  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  40  made  prisoners,  and  a 
number  of  horses  taken,  without  any  loss  on  the  parLof  the  Ame- 
ricans. Maj.  M'Dov/al,  with  lCK)'North-Caroliiii'a  militia,  and 
col.  Pickens  v/ith  about '70  South,  joined  the  light  troops.  Pick- 
ens had  lately  escaped  from  captivity  in  Ninety-Six,  where  his. 
great  v/orth  and  popularity 'inlluenced  many  to  adhsre  to  the 
American  cause.  On  the  8th  of  January  Greene  sent  word  tt> 
Morgan,  that  the  enemy  \\zA  a  movement  in  contemplation  ;  and 
eleven  days  after,  forw^arded  some  advice  Vr-hich  will  soon  ho 
mentioned. 

Greene  had  in  camp  at  Hick's-Creek,  [Jan.  \'l.^  present  and 
fit  for  duty,  ^bO  continentals,  adetachmcntof  303  Virginia  troops^ 
and  151  Maryland  state  troops,  in  all  11 10.  The  next  day  coL 
Lee's  partizan  legion  arrived  from  t]>e  north w.-rd.     The  cori;.^ 

*  C?a,  Greene's  letters. 
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<si>n'sisted  of  about  one  hundred  horsemen,  wf^U  mounted,  ^rfd  one 
hundred  and  twenty  infantiy.  On  the  1 3th  the  le'giofi.v/ivs  de- 
tached cn-a  secret  expedition.  To  ta'ke  o"ff  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  and  favor  the  enterprise,  major  Anderson  was  s-ent  with 
asniaii  command  down  the  Pedee.  Lee  pushed  on  for  George- 
town, v/hich  he  surprised  the  24th  at  night.  Lieut,  col.  Camp- 
bell  was  taken  in  his  quarters  and  paroled  ;  several  other  officers 
also  were  made  prisoners  and  paroled.  Major  Irwin  and^a-fium- 
ber  more  of  the  garrison  were  killed  ;  but  the  principal 'fJS^t  lied 
to  the  fort,  whica  Lee  was  not  in  a  condition  to  besi<rge*  While 
this  enterprise  was  carrying  on,  the  enemy  aimed  abiow  at  Mtn-- 
gan.  Greene,  before  he  heard  of  Morgan's;  success,  wrote  to 
him  on  the  19th  of  January — *'l^he  Pedee  rose- •25  feet  thelast 
week  in  30  hours.  Put  nothing  to  the  hazard.  A  retreat  may 
be  disagreeable,  but  is  not  disgraceful.  Regard  not  the  opinion 
of  tire  day.     It  is  not  our  business  to  risk  too  much."- 

Gen.  Leslie,  in  compliance  with  his  orders,  left  Virginia  aiJv 
arrived  at  Ciiarleston  with  his  troops  on  the  I  Slh  of  December ; 
on  the  19th  he  began  his  march  up  the  country,  with  about  15:50 
men,  to  join  lord  Cornwahis,  which  was  effected  without  diifi- 
culty.  On  the  11th  of  January  his  lordship  advanced  toward 
North-Carolina.  He  wished  to  drive  gen.  Morgan  from  his  sta- 
tion and  to  deter  the  inhabitants  from  joining  him.  Theextcu- 
tion  of  this  business  was  entrusted  to  lieut.  col.  Tarleton,-  who  war. 
detached  with  the  light  and  legion  infantry,  the  fusileers,  the  first 
battalion  of  the  7ist  regiment,  about  350  cayalry,  twofieid- 
pieces,  and  an  adequate  proportion  of  men  from  the  royal  artil- 
lery, upward  of  1100  in  the  whole.  This  detachment,  sfter  a 
progress  of  some  days  by  fatiguing  marches,  at  about  ten  <^'cloek 
on  the  evening  of  the  1 6th  gf  January,  reachedthe  ground  vvhicli 
Morgan  had  quitted  but  a  few  hours  beforev  The  pursuit  re- 
commenced by  tv/o  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  was  rapidly 
continued  through  marshes  and  broken  grounds  tiH  -day-iight, 
when  the  Americans.werc  discovered  in  front.  Two  ot  their  vi- 
dettes  vv^cre  taken  soon  after,  who  gave  informatkyn  that  Morgan 
had  halted  and  prepared  for  action  at  a  place  caiie'd  the  Gowpens. 
near  Pacolet  river.  I'he  British,  beside  tiieu'^-nerd-pieces,  had 
the  superiority  in  infantry,  in  the  proportion  of  live  to  four,  and 
in  cavalry,  of  more  than  three  to  one.  Beside  nearly  two-thirds 
of  the  troops  under  Morgan  were  militiarMorgan  had  obtained  ear- 
ly intelligence  of  Marletons  force  and  advance^  and  had  drawn  tip 
his  men  in  tv/o  lines.  'I'he  whole  of  the  N-OFth  and  South-Caro- 
lina militia  present,  was  put  under  the  GC-mn>and  of  col.  Pickens, 
aud  formcd-the  first  line,  v/iiich  was  advanced  a  few  hundred  yards 

before 
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before  the  second,  wJih  orders  to  form  on  the  nVbt  of  the  second 
when  forced  to  retire.     I'he  second  line  consisted  of  the  light- 
jnfarttry  under  lieut.    col.  HowarcJ,  and  tl^c  Viip,ini*i  riflemen. 
-Lieut,  coj.  Washington,  with  his  cavalry,  and  about  -i5  iniiitia- 
inen,  mounted  and  equipped  with  swords,  under  lieut.  coi.  M'Cail, 
T\  ere  diawn  up  at  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  whole.     'J 'he 
open  wood  in  which  they  were  formed,  was  neither  secured  ia 
front,  iiank  or  vear.     Vv'  ithout  the  delay  of  a  singl^i  moment,  cM\fi 
in  despite  of  extreme  fatigue,  the  h"ght-infantry,  legion  and  fusi- 
leers  were  ordered  to  form  inline.  Before  the  order  was  executed, 
■and  while  major  Newmarsh,  who  commanded  tlie  latter  corps, 
v/as  posting  his  officers,  the  line,  though  farfroin  complete,  was 
\fi6  to  tlie  attack,  by  Tarleton  himself.     Ihe  British  advanced 
with  a  shout,  and  poured,  in  an  incessant  fire  of  musketry.  Col. 
Pickens  directed  the  miiitia-  not  to  fire  till  the  British  were  v/ithia 
40  or  50  yards,.     This  order,  though  executed  with  great  iirm- 
-ness  and  succes?.,  was  not  sufHcient  to  repel  the  enemy.     The 
American  militia  gave  way  on  all  quarters.     The  British  advan- 
ced rapidly,  and  engaged  tlie  second   line,     'i'he  continentals, 
iter  an  obstinate  conflict,  were  compelled  to  retreat  to  the  ca- 
*alry.     Goh  Ggilvrc,  w^ith  his  troop  of  40  men,  had  been  order- 
ed  to   ciiarge  the  right  iiank  of  the  Americans,  and  was  en- 
gaged ineuttin-g  down  the  rnilitia  ;  but  being  exposed  to  a  heavy 
.lire,  and  charged  at  ti>e  same  time  by  Washington's  dragoons, 
was  forced  to  retreat  in  confusion.  A  great  number  of  the  Britisk 
infantiT  ofncers  bad  already  fallen,  and  nearly  a  proportionable 
Jie  of  privates.     The  remainder,  being  too  few  and  too  mucli 
atigued,  could  not  improve  the  advantage  gained  over  the  con- 
tinentals ;  and  Tarleton's  legion  cavalry  Ktcinding  aloof  instead  o£ 
advancing,  lieut.  col.  Howard  seized  the  favorable  opportunitv, 
.rallied  the  continentals,  and  charged  with  fixed  bayonetSj  nearly 
at  the  sime  moment  when  Washington  made  his  successful  at- 
Tack.     I'he  example  was  instantly  foilow-ed  bv  tine  militia.     No- 
thing could  exceed  the  astonishment  of  the  British,  occasioned 
oy  these  unexpected  charges.     Their  advanec  fed  back,  and 
communicated  a  panic  to  others,  which  -soon  became  general. 
Two  hundred  and   fifty  horse,  which   had  flot  been  engaged, 
jSed  thro'jgh  the  woods  with  the  utmost  precipitation,,  bearing 
down  such   ofiicers  as  opposed  their  iligiit ;   and   the   cannon 
were  soon  seized  by  the  Americans,  the  detachment  from  the 
train  being  either  killed  or  wounded  rn.  their  defence.     ITie 
greatest  confusion  now  followed  ajiitwg  the  infantity.     In   the 
moment  of  it  lieut.  cob    Howard  called  to  them  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  promised  them  good  quaiiters^     Some  hundreds 
«ic€epted  the  ofi-er  and  suriendered.     The  hrst  bcttalion  of  the 
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list  regiment,    and  two  British  light-infantry  companies  laid 
down  their  arms  to  the  American  mihtia.     The  only  body  of  in-; 
fan  try  that  escaped,  was  a  detachment  left  at  some  distance,  to 
guard  the  baggage.     Early  intelligence  of  their  defeat  was  con^^ 
veyed  to  the  oiiicer  commanding  that  corps,  by  some  royalists." 
What  part  of  tlie  baggage  could  not  be  carried  oiF  he  iramedi-- 
ately  destroyed;  and  with  his  men  mounted  on  the  waggon  and 
gpare  horses,  he  retreated  to  lord  Cornwallis.     The  British  had' 
10  commissioned  officersand  upward  of  100  rank  and  file  killed; 
:200  wounded  ;  29  commissioned  ofRcers,  and  above  500  privates 
prisoners,  fell   into  the   hands  of  the  Americans,  beside   two 
pieces  qi  artillery  (first  taken  from  the  British  at  Saratoga,  thea 
retaken  by  them  at  Camden,  and  now  recovered  by  the  Ame- 
ricans) two  standards,  -800  muskets,  35  baggage  waggons,  and 
upward  of  100  dragoon  horses.     Washington  pursued  I'aricton's 
cavalry  for  several  miles,  but  the  far  greater  part  of  them  escap- 
ed.    They  joined  their  army  in  two  separate   divisions.     One 
arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  British  encampment  updn 
the  evening  of  the  same  day ,  the  other  under   Tarieton,  ap- 
peared the  next  morning.  Although  Tarleton's  corps  had  waged 
a  most  cruel  warfare,  iind  their  progress  had  been  marked  witlx^ 
Ijurnings  and  devastations,  not  a  man  of  them  was  killed,  wound-' 
ed,  or  even  insulted  after  he  had  surrendered.     The  Americans' 
had  only  12  men  killed  and  60  wounded. 

Gen.  Morgan,  together  with  his  officers  and  troops,  have  Just- 
ly obtained  the  universal  applause  of  their  countrymen.  The 
glory  and  importance  of  the  action  have  resounded  from  one  qi\6. 
of  the  continent  to  the  other.  The  desponding  friends  of  Ame- 
rica in  tlie  southern  states,  were  re-animated,  and  enjoyed  a 
seeming  resurrection  from  the  dead.  When  it  was  known  by 
congress  that  the  southern  army  had  safely  crosssed  the  Dan  into 
Virginia,  they  returned,  on  the  9th  of  March,  the  thanks  of 
the  United  States  to  gen.  Morgan  and  the  officers  and  men  un-. 
der  his  command.  They  resolved  also  to  honor  the  general  with 
a  gold  medal,  col.  Washington  with  a  silver  one,  col.  Howard 
with  another,  and  col.  Pickens  with  asv^ord. 

Several  of  the  British  officers  censure  Tarieton  for  not  halting 
his  troops  before  he  engaged  ^  that  so  they  might  have  been  re- 
freshed, and  time  have  been  given  for  the  detachment  with  the . 
baggage,  together  with  batmen  and  officers  servants  to  come  up 
and  join  in  the  action.  They  charge  him  with  un-officer-like 
impetuosity,  in  directing  the  line  to  advance  before  it  was  proper- 
ly formed,  and  before  the  leserve  had  taken  its  ground.  They 
pconouaced  him  guilty  of  an  error  in  oraiubs  to  give  discretion* 
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arv  powers  to  lac  commnmicr  of  the  reserve  to  advance,  whes 
the  Yront  Hnc  v«.  iu  piMSuit  of  the  militia  ;  but  ch.cfly  in  i.o-. 
farinein?  up  a  coUimn  of  cavalry  to  support  an  J  improve  the  ad- 
vantages  1 'c  had  gained  when  the  American  mtan-ry  were  com- 
oelle  I  to  r'-treat       'larleton's  impetuous  attacks  had  answoped  la 
tormer  instances  ;  hut  in  the  present  action  he  did  not  surprise 
liis  enctnv,  and  engaged  an  officer,  Morgan,  who  had  faced  the 
(roopr.md;r  Burgoyne,  and  served  umier  Washington  and  (,ates. 
Lord  Ccrnwailis,  v.-ith  the  expectation  cf  regaining  t.>e  prison- 
ers,  and'  of  demolishing  Morgan's  corps,  instantly  concluded  o.i 
a  pursuit..   Morgan,  avvrare  of  the  consequences  of  d^elay,  scnc  on 
the  militia  with  the  prisoners,  and  to  cover  their  retreat  maneeu- 
vred  in  their  rear  with  his  cavalry  and  regular  infantry,     torn- 
wallis-,  that  he  rnif^lu  march  with  more  ease  and  rapidity,  on  the 
o5,h  of  [anuarv,  'hegan  to  destroy  all  his  superfluous  baggage, 
ind  even  all  the  waggons,  except  those  with  hospital  stores,  salt, 
and  ammunition,  and  four  others  which  were  reserved  cnrpty  toi- 
the  sick  and  wounded.  The  same  day,  Greene  ordered  btcven^ 
to  march  with  his  brigade  of  Virginia  .v>,htia  (whose  tune  was 
nearly  expired)  bv  way  of  Charlotte,  and  take  the  F'soners  un- 
der his  care  to  Charlotte  Ville,  in  Vngmia,  to  wiien  p  ace  Mor- 
gan had  instructions  to  send  them.    Greene  concluded  hat  te  n^ 
present  with  Morgan,  he  could  so  order  the  movements  of  bodi 
divisions  for  forming  a  junction,  as  would  exce   any  directions 
whldr  could  otherwfse  be  given.     He  therefore  left  the  camp  at 
Hick's  Creek,  under  the  command  of  gen.  Huger  and  col.  Jtho 
Williams,  ar-d  set  forward  on  the  2Sth,  attended  by  one  aid  de 
camp,  and  two  or  three  militia-men  armed  and  mounted.     X  he 
■^.r^*-  intcU't^erice  he  gained  on  his  route  was,  that  Cornvyallp 
was  marchtng  after  Morgan  with  great  expedition       His  lord- 
ship  trained  upon  t:>e  latter  after  the  destruction  of  the  baggage. 
G  eene  immediately  sent  off  an  express  to  Huger  and  Williams, 
with  directions  for  them  to  march  with  all  poss.ple  a.spatch  to 
form  a  junction  with  the  light  troops  at  Charlotte  «■  Sa.iobury, 
;s  eireumstanees  would  admit.    They  marched  the  next   day^ 
Greene  proceeded;  and  on  the  'i^^^' f%^  i°''\?%°i  'f^ 
miles,  joined  the  light  troops  encamped  a  Sherrari     to.d,  oa 
Sie  n^rth  side  of  the°  Catawba.     They  had  reached  the  Ca.aw- 
ba  on  the  28th,  and  by  the  evening  of  the  next  day  they  «nd 
their  p     oners  had  passed  it  without  any  difficulty-.     About  two 
hours  after  Morgan  had  crossed,  the   Bntisn  advance  arrived. 
It  rained  hard  that  night,  and  the  river  rose  sohiga  =^-0  prcvcn. 
iord  Cornwallis's  getting  over.     The  r^e  was  mvins  ch^eflv  t. 
ths  rains  which  had  fallen  before  m  the  mountains.    Ha.  the 
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tJsc  taken  place  a  few  hour?  earlier,  Morgan,  with  his  whole  de-f 
tachment  and  five  hundred  prisoners,  w^ould  scarcely  have  had  a- 
chance  of  escaping.     His  lordship  could  not  cross  for  two  days^ 
Vvliich  gave  an  opportunity  of  sending  the  prisoners  forward  witb 
safety.  The  arrival  of  gen.  Greene  was  no  less  providential  than' 
tlie  rise  of  the  river.     Gen.  Morgan  was  for  retreating  over  the 
mountains,  a  dirTerent  rout  from  what  Greene  proposed.-     He 
\vas  so  attached  to  his  own  opinion,  that  lie  declared  he  would' 
not  be  answerable  for  consequences  if  it  was  not  followed.  Greene 
oreplied — *'  Neither  will  you  ^  for  I  shall  take  the  measure  upoi« 
myself;"  and  gave  directions  accordingly,  'I'he  event  has  showa^ 
that  the  other  route  must  have  proved  fatal;  and  that  the  junc-* 
tion  of  the  light  troops  with  the  main  army  under  Huger  anti- 
"VViiiiams  could  not  have  been  effected  by  it.     As  soon  as  th# 
passage  of  the  Catawba  was  practicable,  Cornwaiiis  made  prepa- 
rations for  crossing.     The  more  efFectually  to  deceive  the  Aaieii-' 
cans,  he  made  a  feint  of  passing  at  dif^er^nt  fords  ;  but  the  re^al  aH 
tempt  was  made  early  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  Febiuaryy.a^ 
a  ford  near  M''Cowan3v    Gen.  Davidson,  with  about 3-00  militia^ 
arrived  at  this  post  tiie  evening  before.   Greene,  apprehensive  of 
Cornv;aliis's  real  intention,'    advised  Davidson  lo  encamp  -hi^ 
troops  close  in  with  the  side  of  the  river,  ,that  he  might  be  r^ar^r 
dy  to  give  the  enemy  a  vigorous  opposition*    The  advice  was  ne- 
glected.    Davidson  stationed, only  a  small  number  on  the, bank, 
"while  the  main  body  was  at  a  distance.     The  party  on  the  bank^ 
made  what  opposition  they  could  to  the  British,  who  juarchcd 
through  the  river  upward  of  500  yards  wide,  and  about  thiec 
feet  deep,  without  returning  their  fire  till  after  landing.     Thei 
fcing  brought  Davidson  toward  the  spot.-     But  the  British  were 
formed,  and  he  was  soon  shot  dead  in  attempting  to  make  a  myro- 
cfiectual  opposition  to  them.     The  militia  throughout  the  nei^h-< 
fcouring  settlements  were  now  totally  dispirited.     Few  of  thcnit 
could  be  persuaded  to  take  or  keep  the  iicld.    A  small  party  col- 
lected about  ten  miles  from  the  ford,  but  v/as.  soon  disperi^ed  by 
T  aricton.     All  the  fords  were  abandoned^  and  the  whole  royal 
army  crossed  over  without  any  further  oppasition-- 

A.  military  race  now  commenced  between  the  pursuing  Pri- 
lish  under  lord  Cornwaiiis  and  the  fleeing  Ai^iietlci^us  und€? 
gen.  Greene.  The  latter  retreated  as  expeditiously  as  possible-, 
and  crossed  tlie  Yadkin  partly  in  ilats  and  partly  by  fording,,  ou 
the  2d  and  3d  of  the  month,  and  secured  the  boats  on  the  nortli 
sside.  Though  Cornwaiiis  was  so  close  in  the  rear,  as  that  a  smai  u 
skirmish  happened  between  a  party  of  riliemen  and  his  advance, 
yet  u  want  of  bouts,  and  the  nrold  rising  of  the  river  from  pre-^ 
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ceding  rains,  niaciC  his  crossing  impossible.  This  second  hiiir- 
bi-cadth  escape,  was  eoniiderecf  as  a  tVesh  evidence  of  their  being 
favored  by  Heaven.  They  viewed  it  wilh  pious  gratitude  ;  and 
frequently  njaiked,  that  if  the  rising  of  the  river  hud  ])een  a  few 
hours  sooner,  Morgan's  whole  detachment  would  hdvc  been  in 
the  power  of  a  greatly  superior  army  ;  if  a  few  hours  later,  that 
Cornwaliis  would  have  efi'ected  his  passage^  so  as  to  have  enabled 
him  to  get  between  the  two  divisions  of  the  American  army, 
v^hich  might  have  proved  the  destruction  of  bbtlxr  That  the  A- 
mericuns  should  effect  their  passage  in  two  successive  mstances, 
while  the  British  (whose  advance  was  often  in  si^lit  of  the  Ame- 
rican rear)  v/crc  providentially  restrained,  affected  the  devout 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  settlement  with  lively  thanks  ta 
the  Most  High,  and  added  fresh  vigor  to  tiieir  exertions  in  be- 
half of  their  country. 

On  the  5-th  of  Feb-.  Greene  wrote  to'Huger — *^  I  Intend,  if  we 
can  tind  a  gv;od  position,  to  prepare  to  receive  the  enemy's  attack. 
It  is  not  improbable,  from  lord  Cornwallis*s  pushing  disposition^ 
and  the  contempt  he  has- for  our  army,  we  may  precipitate  him 
into  some  capital  misfortune.  If  Cornwaliis  knows  his  true  in- 
terest he  will  pursue  our  army.  If  he  can  disperse  that,  he  com- 
pletes tiie  reduction  of  the  state,  and  without  it  will  do  nothing 
to  effect.  His  lordship  being  obliged  to  "march  his  troops  a- 
bout  25  miles  to  the  upper  fords,  which  are  generally  passable, 
gave  time  for  the  junction  of  the  two  divisions  of  the  Aniericaa 
army  on  the  7th  near  Guilford  court-house,  circumstances  hot 
having  admitted  of  its  being  done  either  at  Charlotte  or  Sails-; 
fea-ry. 

Lord  Cornwallis's  first  object,  that  of  retorting  the  fatal  blow 
given  by  Morgan  at  the  Cowpens,  and  of  recovering  the  captives, 
being  frustrated,  and  the  British  army  being  without  tents,  and[ 
like  the  Americans,  dependant  for  subsistence  on  what  could  be 
hastily  picked  up  by  detachments  on  a  rapid  march,  it  vv-as  doubt- 
ed vv^iiether  his  lordship  would  prosecute  his  enterprise  further  i. 
so  that  gen.  Greene  spent  the  8th  of  February  in  refreshing  ail 
his  regular  forces  at  Guildford  courl-houSe,  which  was  m.uch 
wanted.  I'he  light  troops  had  not  tii^c,  after  the  battle,  to  take 
€are  of  their  v.-oundcd  or  even  breathe,  (surgeons  were  left  on 
the  field)  and  tiieir  retreat  of  150  miles  was  effecied  under  dial- 
civitiesthat  harassed  them  exceedingly.  The  retreat  of  the  bat- 
talion-s  from  the  Pt^dee  under  Huger,.  was  cor.di.cted.  for  lOO 
miies  under  circumstances  requiring  the  utmost  jpatience.  The 
worst  waggons,  with  the  poorest  teanis,  and  mo>^t  useless  part  of 
the  baggage^  were  early  sent  off  by  colO.  WlHivims  to  niihbo'^ 
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TOUgh  ;  but  the  best,  and  Gven  the  artillery  VTas  an  inCuni-» 
.brance  in  their  situation.  They  were  sometimes  without  meau 
often  without  Hour,  and  abway  without  spiritous  liquors.  Not- 
withstancfing  the  wintry  season,  and  their  liaving  little  clothing, 
they  were  daily  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  fording  deep  creek^^y 
and  of  remaining  wet  without  any  change  of  raiment,  till  the 
heat  of  their  bodies  and  occasional  fires  in  the  woods  dried  their 
tattered  rags.  Their  route  lay  through  a  barren  country,  whicir 
scarcely  a:ftbrded  necessaries  for  a  few  straggling  inhabitants. 
They  were  retarded  by  heavy  rains,  broken  bridges,  bad  roads, 
and  poor  horses.  Many  of  them  marched  without  shoes  over  the 
frozen  gi"ound,  and  through  fiinty  roads,  which  so  gashed  their 
feet,  that  the  blood  marked  every  step  of  their  progress.  All- 
these  hardships  were  endured  without  the  loss  of  a  single  sentinel 
by  desertion.  Lee's  partizan  legion  had  undergone  extreme  ser- 
vice, through  their  additional  expedition  to  George-Town,  75 
miles  distant  from  the  point  where  the  retreat  of  the  battaiicns' 
commenced. 

Though  the  toils  and  sufferings  of  the  Americans  exceeded^ 
those  of  the  royal  army  were  far  from  trilling.  The  British  had 
in  common  with  the  others  bad  roads,  heavy  rains,  a  v/ant  of 
cover,  deep  creeks  and  rivers,  through  which  to  pass  in  the  deptii- 
of  winter  ;  but  then  they  were  v»^ell  supplied  in  the  article  of  shoes 
and  clothes.  The  difficulties  and  evils  arising  from  lord  Corn-' 
wallis's  destroying  the  superfluous  baggage  and  waggons  were 
not  small  ;  but  they  were  submitted  to  with  the  most  general  and 
cheerful  acquiescence  from  his  lordship's  setting  the  example. 

On  the  9th  of  February  gen.  Greene  wrote  to  gen.  Sumpter 
■ — "  I  shall  avoid  a  general  action  if  possible  ;  but  1  am  afraid  it 
will  not  be  in  my  pov^rer.  Our  force  is  so  small  and  in  such  dis- 
tress, that  I  have  little  to  hope,  and  every  thing  to  fear."  The 
troops  present  and  fit  for  action  were  1426,  beside  riflemen  and 
others,  amounting  to  397,  and  176  cavalry,  in  all  1999.  But 
they  were  greatly  fatigued,  and  in  general  much  dispirited.  The 
forces  under  Cornv/allis,  (as  Greene  then  thought  and  said  in  his 
letter  to  gen.  V/ashington)  consisted  of  between  2500  a,nd  3^000^ 
including  near  300  dragoons  and  their  mounted  infantry.  These 
were  well  clothed,  amply  equipped,  and  confident  of  every 
advantage.  1  n  the  morning  a  council  of  war  was  called  ;  of  whici 
Greene  sent  the  followinsr  account  to  governor  Nash  of  North- 
Carolina — "  It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  a  council  of  war 
this  day,  that  it  would  be  inevitable  ruin  to  the  army,  and  no  less 
ruinous  to  the  American  cause,  to  hazard  a  general  action  :  the 
council  therefore  advised  to  our  crossing  tiieDaa  immediately." 

The 
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The  proper  measures  were  instantly  taken.  A  light  army  v;a^ 
formed  out  ofeol.  Lee's  legion,  the  legular  battalion  of  infantry 
under  col.  HovvarJ,  the  eavah-y  under  col.  VV'asliint;Lou,  and  a 
small  corps  ofVirginid  rii^emen  under  major  Campbell,  amount- 
ing to  about  700  men,  the  flower  of  Ibe  southern  American  ar- 
my. Gen.  Morgan  being  rendered  totally  unlit  for  command^ 
or  even  to  march  with  his  corps,  by  the  great  fatigue  he  iiad  suf- 
fered and  the  torment  he  was  in  with  the  rhcutnatism,  Greene' 
was  embarrassed  iji  the  appointment  c^f  an  oiTicer  to  succeed  him. 
He  fuialiy  resolved  to  confer  that  lu^iior  upon  lije  dcputy-adju- 
tant-general,  col.  OtJio  II.  Williams,  who  entered  upon  his  com- 
mand on  the  JOLIi  ;,  when  Greene  marcb.ed  with  tlic  main  arivry 
from  Guilford  court-house  toward  the  Dan,  which  forms  the 
boundary  between  North-Carolina  and  Virginia. 

Lord  Cornwaliis,  w^ell  knowing  the  hiferiority  of  the  Americai* 
army,  conceived  hopes  of  getting,  between  Greene  and  Virginia, 
and  uf  reducing  him  to  the  necessity  of  either  fighting  or  abandon- 
ing h-is  communication  with  that  state,  ^ind  likewise  of  running 
the  risk  oF  being  hemmed  in  between  the  greatrivers  in  the  west^^ 
the  sea  on  the  east,  lord  Uawdon  in  the  south,  and  the  main  roy- 
al army  in  the  north,  'i'o  this  end  Cornwaliis  kept  the  upper 
country  (where  only  the  rivers  are  fordablc)  as  he  supposed  that 
the  Americans  could  net  make  good  their  passag^e  in  the  deep 
water  from  the  want  of  a  sufficient  nuniber  of  fiats.  In  case  they 
attempted  it,  he  expected  to  overtake  and  force  them  io  an  acti- 
on before  they  could  cross.  But  the  advantages  resulting  fron^ 
the  season  of  the  year,  and  from  the  face  of  the  country  intersect- 
ed with  rivers  and  creeks,  were  so  improved  by  Greene  as  com- 
pletely to  baffle  his  lordship.  The  better  to  avoid  a  rapid  pursuit, 
the  main  and  light  army  took  different  routes.  'I'he  next  day  the 
latter  had  a  rencountre  witli  the  van  of  the  British  army  in  which 
an  officer  and  half  a  dozen  privates  of  '1  arieton's  legion,  were 
made  prisoners,  and  several  killed.  Frequent  skirmishes  and  the 
manoeuvres  practised. to  mislead  Cornwaliis,  had  the  desired  ef- 
fect, and  gave  Greene  time  to  send  forward  his  baggage.  On  the 
morning  of  the  13th  Greene  wrote  to  Williams — "It  is  veivr 
evident  the  enemy  intend  to  push  us  m  crossing  the  river.  Ihe 
night  before  last,  as  soon  as  1  got  your  letter,  1  sent  off  the  bag- 
gage and  stores,  v/ith  orders  to  cross  as  fast  as  they  got  to  the 
river.  The  North-Carolina  militia  have  all  deserted  us,  except 
about  80  men.  Majors  and  captains  are  among  the  deserters. 
You  have  the  flower  of  the  army,  don't  expose  the  m-en  too  much.^ 
lest  our  situation  should  grow  more  critical.  Finding  gen.  Liihng- 
toA  h';d  deluvcd  so  much  time  as  to  render  our  i unction  critira!. 
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I  gave  him  orders  to  file  off  to  Cross-Creek;     I  thought  bis  gat- 
ing there  at  this  moment  might  keep  down  the  tories  •  atid-  his 
reinforcement  would  be  too  inconsiderable  to  enable  us  1()  make 
a  stand,  and  would  only  add  to  our  difficulties  in  getting  oVerthe 
river.'*  The  next  morning  [l^eb.  14.]  he  sent  an  express  to  him 
with  this  note^ — ^*  4  o'clock.     Follow  our  route,  as  a  division  of 
our  force  may  encourage  the  enemy  to  push  us  further  than  they 
will  dare  to  do  if  v/e  are  together.     I  have  not  slept  four  houry 
since  you  left  me,  so  great  has  been  my  solicitude  to  prepare  for 
the  worst.     I  have  great  reason  to  believe  th-at  one  of  '  I  arleton's 
officers  was  in  our  camp  the. night  before  last." — Again—-'*  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.     The  greater  part  of  our  waggons  are 
over,  and  the  troops  are  crossing."  The  comjiiunication  between 
Greene  and  Williamsclosed  for  the  present  with — ^' Irwin's  fer- 
yy,  1-2  past  5  o'clock.     All  our  troops  are  over,  and  the  stage  is 
clear.     The  infantry  will  cross  here,  the  horse  below.     Major 
Hardman  has  posted  his  party  in  readiness  on  this  [the  south]  side, 
and  the  infantry  and  artillery  are  posted  on  the  other,  and  I  am 
ready  to  receive  and  give  you  a  iiearty  welcome.     Greene  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  all  the  light  army  safe  over  that  nigiit, 
though  in  the  day  they  had  been  pushedfoity  miles  by  Cbfnwat- 
-  lis's  army,  wliose  van  arrived  just  as  the  American  rear  had  cross- 
ed. The  next  day  Greene  dispatched  the  foUovfing  letters--^To 
gov.  Jefferson,  of  Virginia — "  On  the  Dan  river,  almost  fatigued 
to  death,  having  had  a  retreat  to  conduct  for  upward  of  200 
miles,  nianceuvring  constantly  in  tlie  face  of  the  enemy,  to  grre 
time  for  the  militia  to  turn  out,  and  get  ofFour  stores."-^To  baron 
Steuben — "  CoL    V/illiams,  whh  the  light   infantry, -lieu.  -cd. 
Lee's  legion,  and  the  cavalry  of  the  1st  and  3d  regimeritS;  hSs 
covered  our  retreat,  and  conductedwithgreat  propriety  in  the  most 
ciitical  situation.    Cornv/allis's  movements  are  so  rapid  that  few 
cr  no  militia  join  us.     He  marches  from  20  to  30  milfsin  a  daj; 
and  is  organized  to  move  v/iththe  same  facility  as  a  ligiit-inf^^trr 
corps.  Should  he  continue  to  push  us,  we  must  be  finally  niinc'd 
without  reinforcements."— To  gen.  IVashington — "  The  misera- 
ble situation  of  the  troops  for  want  of  clothing,,  has  rendered 
the  march  the  most  painful  imaginable,  many  hundreds  of  the 
soldiers  marking  the  ground  with  their  bloody -feet.     The  British 
army  is  much  stronger  than  I  had  calculated  upon  in  my  last.     I 
have   not  a  shilling  of  money  to  obtain  intelligence  with;  not- 
withstanding my  application  to  Maryland  for  that  particular  pur- 
pose.    Our  army  is  in  good  spirits,  notwithstanding  their suneir- 
ings  and  excessive  fatigue."     Some  days  after,  he   informed 
baron  Steuben—**  We  have  been  astonishingly  successful  irr  our 
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ici-te  grc'it  h:k1  fatiguing  rctrcit,  ^mO  have  never  lor.t.  In  one  in- 
stance, uny  thing  of"  the  least  value.'*  It  wjs  with  incxpre:.sibic 
grief  and  vexation  that  the  British  discovered,  on  the  15lh,  that 
all  their  exertions  had  been  in  vain,  .'^nd  that  all  their  hopes  were 
frustrated.  Lord  Cornwallis  however,  had  this  to  eoiibole  him, 
that  there  was  no  force  in  North-Carolina  to  prevent  the  royalists 
from  making  good  ihcir  promise  of  a  general  rising  in  favor  of 
British  govcrniilfent. 

L~>iiring  the  transactions  above  related,  gen.  Marion  defended 
iiiaiseif  With  a  few  faitlifijl  militia,  in  the  swamps  and  morasses 
of  the  settlements  near  Charleston,  and  was  frequently  sallying 
out  from  his  hiding  places,  and  enterprising  something  in  be- 
half of  his  country.  ILiving  mountedhis  followers,  he  infested 
l^Ue  British  out-posts,  intercepted  their  convoys,  destroyed  their 
stores,  beat  up  their  quarters,  and  so  harassed  them  with  alarms 
that  they  v/ere  obliged  to  be  alway  upon  tUer  guard.  On  the 
other  side,  colonel  Balfour,  who  commanded  at  Charleston^ 
proiected  an  expedition  against  Wilmington,  in  North- Carolina. 
A  small  naval  force  was  equipped,  and  raajor  Craig  dispatched 
on  the  service,  with  about  500  soldiers.  The  troops  v/eie  land- 
.^d  about  nine  miles  short  of  Wilmington-  and  the  town  being 
abandoned  by  its  defensive  force  of  about  150  men,  was  takea 

without  resislance.-- —It  has  bince  been  made  a  post  of:  some 

strength- 

Lieut,  col.  Lee's  legion  re-crossed  the  Dan  on  the  18th  Febru- 
ary, agreeably  to  the  wish  of  gen.  Greene-,  to  watch. the  motions 
pf  Cornwallis's  army,  whicli,  after  having  collected  a  quantity  of 
provision,  began  on  tlic  morning  of  the  I9th  to  move  slowly  to- 
ward Hilisborough.  I  here  his  lordship  erected  the  royal  stand- 
9xd,  and  by  proclamation  on  the  20th,  invited  all  his  friends  to 
repair  to  it.  Greene  being  inf.^rmed  that  numbers  had  joineci 
his  lordship,  and  -that  the  North-Carolinians  were  repairing  t'> 
him  in  shoais  to  maice  their  submission,  was  apprehensive,  that 
unless  some  spirited  measure  was  immediately  taken  the  whole 
country  would  be  lost  to  the  American  cause.  He  concluded 
therefore  upon  returning  to  North-Curolina.  The  light  troops 
j-ecrossed  the  Dan  on  the  2ist,  and  on  the  next  day  were  fol- 
lowed by  the  main  body,  accompanied  with  iiOO  Virginia  mi- 
litia under  gen,  Stevens.  Greene,  the  more  eftectuully  to  a- 
larm  Cornwallis  and  discourage  the  royalists,;  rode  with  his  aid- 
de-camp  twenty-one  miles  toward  the  enemy,  and  within  alx)ut 
j&fteen  of  his  lordship.  The  report  of  his.being  within  that  distance 
soon  reached  his  lordship,  who  inferred  ;hat  trie  American  army 
was  equally  near.     Tiio  light-infantry  luxn^  r-vund  \\h  lordship'5 
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170  The   H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  of  ths  {.i.  V.  nst, 

quarters,  while  the  main  army  advanced  slowly,  keeping  in  view 
the  route  to  the  upper  parts  of  the  courrtry,  the  more  effectually 
to  avoid  an  action,  and  to  form  a  junction  with  the  militia  of 
the  Western  Waters  under  col,  Campbell  and  others,  who  were 
expected  in  considerable  numbers. 

Lieut,  col.  Tarleton  with  the  British  legion  was  detached  from 
Hillsborough  across  the  Haw-river,  to  maj.  O'Neil's  plantation, 
to  protect  a  considerable  number  of  royalists  aj^ointed  to  meefc 
there  on  the  24th.  Gen.  Pickens  and  lieut.  col.  Lee,  who  had 
intelligence  of  Tareton's  movements  concerted  measures  to 
bring  him  to  action.  Lee's  cavalry  were  to  attack  those  of 
Tarleton's  command,  while  Pickens's  militiadespersed  the  collec- 
ted royalists.  These  happened  to  be  prepared  on  the  night  of 
the  25Lh  February,  in  a  long  lane  leading  toward  CNeil's  house. 
Lee  led  his  cavalry  into  the  lane,  mistaking  the  royalists  for  a  part 
of  Pickens's  militia,  which  he  supposed  had  arrived  there  before 
him.  After  he  discoveredthedistinguishingrcd  rag  in  their  hats,  he 
with  great  presence  of  mind  passed  on,  intending  to  leave  theiiT  to 
the  treatment  of  their  countrymen  under  Pickens.  When  these 
came  up,  and  a  firing  had  commenced  between  them  and  the  roy- 
alists,Lee  with  hiscavalry  returned  andfell  upon  the  latter,  whonot 
having  seen  1  arleton's  dragoons,  mistook  Lee's  cavahy  for  them<. 
While  labouring  under  this  mistake,  he  cut  them  down  as  they 
were  m.aking  ardent  protestations  of  loyalty,  and  asserting — '*  tha£ 
they  were  the  very  best  friends  to  the  king."  A  horrid  slaugh- 
ter was  made  of  them,  between  200  and  30O being  cut  to  pieces. 
Tarleton  was  refreshing  his  legion  about  a  mile  from  the  scene. 
Upon  hearing  the  alarm,  he  ordered  his  men  to  mount,  pricipi« 
tately,  recrossed  the  Haw,  and  returned  to  Hillsborough.  On  his 
retreat  he  also  cut  down  several  of  the  royalists,  as  they  were 
advancing  to  join  the  British  array,  mistaking  them  for  rebel  mi- 
litia of  the  country.  This  event  together  with  Greene's  having 
recrossed  the  Dan,  broke  all  Cornwallis's  measures.  The  tide 
of  public  sentiment  was  now  no  longer  in  his  favor.  The  recruit- 
ing service  declined  and  was  stopped,  v/hich,  iiad  it  proceeded  a 
fortnight  longer,  would  have  so  strengthed  his  lordship  that  he 
must  have  held  the  country.  The  advocates  for  royal  govern- 
ment were  discouraged,  and  could  not  be  induced  to  act  with 
confidence.  Considerable  numbers  who  were  on  their  way  to 
join  his  lordship,  returned  home  to  wait  for  further  events. 

On  the  27th  lord  Cornwallis  retired  from  Hillsborough  ia  two 
columns.  The  same  day  Lee's  legion  and  Pickens's  militia  joined 
the  main  body  of  American  light-infantry,  which  was  now  consi-' 
derably  reinforced  by  volunteec  horse  and  reR^nien  from  Vii-gi- 
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jixa  :  and  the  whole  corps  passed  the  Hjw  (a  branch  of  Cape  Fear 
river)  at  night.  Greene,  v/ith  the  main  araiy,  augiiienttrd  by  the 
North-Caroiina  nuHtia,  crossed  it  the  next  morning,  and  marched 
with  ah  his  finxe  toward  Aliamanec.  hi  the  evening  it  was  dis- 
covered, that  Cornwallis  with  the  British  army  was  near  it.  The 
American  light-infantry  ereamped  within  about  three  miles  oi" 
him,  and  Greene  baited  within  seven,  on  a  road  leading  inmie- 
diately  to  his  lordship'y  camp.  Though  Greene  meant  lo  assume 
the  most  confident  appearance,  he  considered  lids  situation  ex- 
tremely ineligible  :  as  it  was  in  a  manner  forcing  his-lordship  lo 
action,  for  which  he  himself  washy  13^0  means  prepared  ;  but  to 
retire  precipitately  would  betray  his  apprehensions  of  danger, 
He  hoped  that  lord  Cornwallis'  meant  to  retire,  thougli  reluct- 
antly, to  Cross-Creek  on  Cape  Fear  river.  He  therefore  wish- 
ed only  to  wait  on  him,  and  ps.rtiaiJy  to  attack  him  on  the  march, 
for  which  the  liglit  troops  were  per.?ectly  calculatedv  Greene's 
object  was  to  wear  away  fJietime;  till  all  theexpected  reinforce- 
•inents  should  arrive,  and  Iris  army  could.be  properly  organized 
and  prepared  for  action.  On  the  2d  of  March  there  was  a  slight 
skirmish  in  the  morning,  between  a  detaciiment  under  Tarleton 
and  a  part  of  the  militia  under  Williams,  within  one  m.ile  of  tho 
British  encampment. 

After  various  movementsof  the  American  light  infantry,  lord 
Cornwallis  taking  the  advantage  of  a  thick  fog  on  the  6th  of 
Marchj  marched  early  in  the  morning  with  his  whole  force,  in- 
tending to  surprise  them  asd  bring  Greene  to  a  general  action  ; 
but  the  vigilance  of  the  light  troops  disappointed  his  lordship's 
iirsthope,  and  then  gallanly  defeated  his  second.  About  eight 
o'clock  tlie  patroies  of  Williams's  brigade  brought  intelligence  of 
his  lordship's  being,  within  two  miles  of  his  encampment,  on 
the  road  leading  to  gen.  Pickens's  quarters,  and  from  thence  to 
Whitseil'&mill,  an  importadit  pass  on  Reedy-Fork  creek,  imme- 
diately between  the  American  light-infantry  and  the  main  army. 
His  lordship's  designs  were  manifest,  and  no  time  was  to  be  lost. 
Dispatches  went  oS*to  apprise  PiGkens.  lie  being  gone  to  head* 
quarters,  and  lieut.  coLLee,  who  was  of  that  brigade  and  second 
in  command,  having  received  information  of  his  lordship's  ap- 
proach, retired  before  him.  Col.  Williams  marched  his  brigade 
immediately  for  Whitsell's  mill.  Tlie  light  skirmishing  of  some 
small  parties  on  the  flanks  of  tlie  British  army,  gained  time  for 
the  removal  of  certain  impediments,  S'j  thata  junction  of  the  two 
brigades  was  formed  about  a  mile  from  the  mill.  Col,  Williams 
:-?htrn  ordered  col.  Campbell,  who  had  joivied  the  light-infanlry 
f^ith  a  number  of  ritlemen  from  the  Western  Waters,  and  lieut. 

col. 
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cd.  Washington  to  move  slow,  and  giTetisiiefbr  the  rest  of  the 
troops  to  gain  the  pass,  if  possible,  without  risking  their  com- 
jiiarvds,  which  was  effected.-    A  covering  paity  was  formed  of 
about  150  Virginia  militia.  The  main  body  of  the  militia  passed 
first  afcer  the  horses  and  waggons,  and  formed  on  the  opposite 
side  of  th*  water :  then  the  regular   infantry   under  lieut  col. 
Howard  ;  after  that  Lee's  legion,  infantry  and  cavalry.    Camp- 
bell and  Washington  iiied  off  about  half  a  mile  from  the  miil^ 
crossed  and  rejoined  the  rest  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  CoL 
Webster,  with  about  1000  British  infantry,  attacked  the  cover- 
ing party,  which  gave  him  a  brisk  iire,  and  then  retired  over  the 
fork.  The  British  infantry  followed  with  great  precipitation,  and 
met  a  severe  salute  fi-om  the  fire  of  CampbeU's  rifles  and  Lee's 
legion  infantry,  which  werejudiciously  disposed  for  that  purpose. 
Webster  being  supported  by  the  chasseurs  and  Hessians,  and 
Cornwallis  planting  his  field-pieces  on  commanding  grounds,  dis- 
mayed the  mihtiaso  manifestly,  that  Williams  gave  them  orders 
to  retire,  and  then   followed  Vith  Howard's  battalion,  flanked 
by  a  company  of  Delav/are  infantry  and  the  infaatry  of  the  iei- 
gion,  the  whole  covered  by  Washington's  cavalry.^  The  cava<k 
ly  of  the  legion  covered  the  baggage  and  aiiimunition  waggons,  • 
which  accidentally  took  a  different  route.     Thus  ended  the  de- 
signs of  lord  Cormvallis  for  that  day,  which  was  too  far  spent  to- 
£drait  of  the  execution  of  any  important  manceuvre.     The  lcs«'^ 
of  the  Americans  was  about  50  killed  and  wounded,  that  of  the 
British  probably  much  greater,  as  they  twice  sustained  the  unex- 
pected fire  of  the  former.  CoL  Williams  retired  three  miles,  an4 
formed    to  await  the  enemy  ;  but  as  they  did   not  advancejhe 
proceeded  further,  and  encamped  that  evening  about  seven  miles 
from  the  place  of  action.  It  may  be  thought  worthy  of  being  re»  ' 
corded,    that  Mr,  Perry,   sergeant-major,   and  Mr.  Lunsford-, 
quarter-master  sergeant'of  the  3d  regiment  of  American  dra- 
goons,   two  spirited  young  fellows,  being  separately  detached 
-with  each  four  dragoons,  as  parties  of  observation  on  the  re- 
treat, saw  16  or -18  horsemen  of  tiie  British   army  in  new  levy 
uniforms  ride  into  a  farm-house  yard  in  an  irregular  rnanner, 
and  some  of  them  dismounted.  They  instantly  joined  their  small 
force,  seized  the  occasion,  charged  the  horsemen,  and  in  sight  of : 
the  British  legion,  which  was  on  the  contrary  side  of  the  ience^ 
cut  every  man  down,  and  then  retired  v/ithout  a  scar.  -^ 

While  Greene  was  really  unequal  to  even  defensive  opera- 
tions, and  waited  to  have  his  army  strengthened,  he  lay  tor  seven 
days  within  ten  miles  of  Cornwallis's  camp  ;  but  he  took  a  new 
position  every  night,  and  keot  it  as  a  profound  secret  with  hins^ 

self 
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self  where  the  next  was  to  be  ;  so  that  his-  lordship  coiilt!  n(tt 
gain  intcliigcncc  ui  his  situation  in  time  to  avyil  himself  of  it. 
During  these  manoeuvres  Greene  was  often  obliged  to  ask  bread 
of  the  common  soldiers,  having  none  of  his  own.  CornwalH* 
made  a  stroke  at  him  twirc  but  missed  his  aim.  At  length  Greene 
was  reinforced  v/ith  anotlier  brigade  of  militia  from  Virginia 
under  gen.  Lawson,  and  two  from  North-Carolina  under  gene- 
raJs  Butler  and-Eaton,  and  400  regulars  raised  for  18  months  ; 
this  enabled  him  to  dissolve  the  constitution  of  the  light  army  on 
the  10th  of  March.  1'he  same  day  he  wrote  to  gov.  JeiFerson 
— "  Hitherto  I  have  been  obhged  to  practise  by  finesse,  which  I 
dared  not  to  attempt  by  force.  I  know  the  people  have  been 
in  anxious  suspense,  w^aiting  the  event  of  a  general  action  ;  but 
be  the  consequence  of  censure  what  it  may,  nothing  shall  hurry 
me  into  a  measure,  that  is  not  suggested  by  prudence,  ortonnecis 
not  with  it  the  interest  of  the  southern  department." 

Lord  Cornwaliis  not  immediately  urging  his  plan  of  bringing 
on  a  general  action,  but  moving  toward  New-Garden,  alias  the 
Quaker  meeting-house,  gave  Greene  the  opportunity  of  arrang- 
ing his  army  a  new,  and  of  making  every  preparation  for  an  en- 
gagement.  This  he  now  determined  to  venture  upon,  as  he 
thought  himself  sufficiently  strong  ;  and  foresaw  that  by  delaying 
any  time,  he  should  probably  be  weakened  through  thewntiidraw- 
ment  of  many  militia  men  ;  beside,  there  would  be  a  great  diffi- 
culty of  subsisting  long  in  the  field  in  so  exhausted  a  coumry.  On 
the  14th  he  marched  his  army  to  Guildford  court-house,  and  took 
a  position  within  eight  miles  of  Cornwalls's  encampment,  fiis 
force  consisted  of  Huger's  brigade  of  Virginia  continentals,  77S 
present  and  fit  for  duty  ;  of  V/i!liams's  Maryland  brigade  and 
Deiawares  630  ;  and  of  the  infantry  of  Lee's  partizan  legion  83 
— ^total  of  continental  regulars  1490  ;  besides  these  there  were 
1060  m-ililia  from  North-Carolina,  tind  1693  from  Virginia,  in. 
all  2753.  The  whole  army  consisted  of  4243  foot,  and  of  161 
cavalry,  including  Washington's  light  dragoons  86,  and  of  Lee's 
legion  75.  Before  the  engagement  began,  the  marquis  of  Bre- 
tagncy  joined  the  army  with  about  40  horse,  very  few  accoutred 
as  horsemen,  but  mounted  as  infantry.  On  the  morning  of  the 
15th  the  Americans  v/cre  supplied  with  provisions,  and  a  gill  of 
rum  per  man  ;  and  orders  were  issued  for  the  whole  to  be  in  per- 
tect  readiness  for  action. 

Lord  Cornwaliis,  being  convinced  fi*om  gtf\.  Greene's  move- 
ments that  he  intended  to  venture  an  engagement,  sent  off  his 
baggage  under  a  proper  escort  on  the  14ih  of  March  ;  and  the 
next  iuoming  at  day-break,  marched  with  the  remainder  of  his 

army^ 


IT4  The    HISTORY   of.  the  [A.  D.  l7St^ 

srfn}%  amounting  to  about  2400  men,  chieliy  troops  grown  veta- 
lan  in  victories,  eitiier  to  meet  Greene  on  the  way,  or  to  attack. 
hiiji  in  hisencanipment.  By  this,  Greene's  design  of  attacking, 
liis  lordship  was  anticipated.  About  three  miles  Ironi  the  Ameri- 
can mtnj,  the  British  advance  guard  under  Tarleton  fell  in  witii 
Lee's  iegioh,  Cambeil  and  Lynch's  ritiemen,  Lee's  dragoons' 
killed  about  50  of  Tarleton's,  and  the  riflemen  ai^  thoiightfj 
have  killed  and  v/ounded  more  than  1 00  infantry.  This  skirmish 
gave  Greene  time  to  form  his  army  within  about  a  mile  and  si 
quarter  of  Guilford  court-liouse.  The  British  advanced  througU 
afield,  beyond  which  was  a  fence  and  a  thick  wood.  In  the  skirts 
of  tills  wood  next  to  the  field,  the  iirst  American  line  was  drawn 
tip,  consisting  of  the  North-Carohna  militia.  The  second  line 
behind  that  was  tormed  of  the  Virginia  militia.  The  third  and  last 
liae  consisted  of  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  continentals  under 
Hugerand  Williams.  Washington  with  his  cavalry,  and  a  corps 
of  Delaware  light-infantry  and  some  riflemen  under  col.  Lynch;, 
covered  the  right  flank  ;  and  Lee  with  his  legion  and  some  ri^e^^ 
men  under  col.  Campbell,  the  left.  The  whole  were  so  strongly 
posted,  that  Greene  was  fearful  lest  Corn Wcuiis  should  not  attack. 
them  in  front,  but  change  his  position  and  fall  upon  their  flanks^ 
The  fmnt  line  was  only  in  sight,  the  two  others  being  covered 
hj  the  wood  in  which  they  were  posted.  The  Americans  had 
two  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  field  before  them.  After  a  brisk  can* 
Rcnadc  between  them  and  the  British,  whicii  lasted  from  about 
half  aa  hour  after  one  till  two,  the  .tatter  advanced  in  three  co* 
]iimKS,  the  Hessians  on  the  right,  the  guards  in  the  centre,  and 
WVcster's  brigade  on  the  left.  The  whole  moved  on  toward  the 
North-Carolinians,  who  waited  the  attack,  until  the  enemy  got 
within  140  yards,  when  part  of  them  tired  once,  while  a  great 
number  ran  away  without  bring  or  being  tired  upon»  All  the 
exertions  of  tiieir  officers  to  rally  them  were  ineffectual.  They 
deserted  the  most  advantageous  post  Greene  ever  saw,  and  let  in 
the  enemy  upon  the  second  line  composed  of  the  Virginia  militia 
under  Stevens.  He  had  the  address  to  prevent  his  brigade  from 
receiving  any  bad  impressions  from  the  retreating  North-Caroli* 
nians,  hy  giving  out  that  they  had  orders  to  retire  after  discharg- 
ing their  pieces.  To  cherish  this  idea  he  ordered  his  men  to  opea 
their  files  to  favor  their  passage.  The  Virginians  behaved  much 
better  than  the  Carolinians,  did  great  execution,  and  kept  up  their 
fire  till  they  were  ordered  to  retreat.  Stevens  had  posted  forty 
riflemen  at  equal  distances,  tv^^enty  paces  in  the  rear  of  his  brigade^ 
with  orders  to  shoot  every  man  who  should  leave  his  post.  Tha^. 
brave  ofScer,  though  wounded  through  th^  tixigh,  did  not  qait 

the 
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the  field.  The  continental  troops  were  hist  engaged,  and  fought 
with  great  spirit.  The  contest  was  long  and  severe;  hut  the 
British  carried  their  point  hy  superior  discipline.  Th^ey  broke  the 
second  Maryland  regiment,  turned  the  American  left  flank,  and 
got  into  the  rear  ot  the  Virginia  brigade,'and  appeared  to  be 
gaining  Greene's  right,  which  wouid  have  encircled  the  v/hole 
of  the  continental  troops,  so  that  he  thought  it  adviseable  tOr 
order  a  retreat.  About  this  time  Vv^ishington  maue  a  charge 
with  the  horse  on  a  part  of  the  brigade  of  British  guards  ;  and' 
the  tirst  regiment  of  Marylanders  fuUowing  the  horse  with  their 
^ravoncts,  near  the  whole  of  the  party  fell  a  sacrifice.  Huger 
ivfth  the  Virginia  brigade  was  the  last  that  engaged,  and  gave 
die  enemy  a  check.  After  a  hard  b-nttle  of  near  two  hours  the 
Americans  retreated  in  good  order  to  the  Reedy-Fork,  and  cross- 
ed the  river  about  three  miles  from  the  field  of  action.  Thev 
halted,  drew  up  till  they  had  collected  most  of  the  staggiers,  and 
ihen  retired  to  Speedwell's  Iron  \yorks,  ten  miles  distant  from 
Guilford.  Greene  lost  his  artillery  (the  two  six  pounders  that 
Morgan  had  lately  recovered,  with  two  others)  and  two  am- 
raunition  waggons,  the  greatest  part  of  the  horses  b-eing  killed 
,before  the  retreat  began. 

I'his  victory  cost  the  British  dear.  Their  killed  and  wound- 
ed exceeded  GOO  men,  beside  officers.  'I'he  guards  lost  colonel 
Stuart,  with  the  captains  Schutz,  Maynard  and  Gooxlriche,  be- 
side subalterns.  Col.  Webster,  a  brave,  expcnenced,  and  dis-- 
tinguished  officer  died  of  his  wounds  to  the  regret  of  the  royal 
army.  Brigadier  generals  O'Hara  and  Howard,  and  col.  1  arle- 
lon  with  several  other  officers,  were  wounded. 
-  About  300  of  the  continentals,  and  100  of  the  Virginia  n;i« 
^tia  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  among  the  for  me  r  wasmaj.  An- 
derson  of  the  Maryland  line,  a  most  s'aluable  oHker.  Among: 
the  latter  was  Huger,  beside  Stevens  already  mentioned.  Of 
the  North-Caroiinla  militia  six  were  killed  and  three  woimdedf, 
and  552  missing.  Of  the  Virginia  militia  2^-^  were  missfng. 
i^ew  of  the  missing  were  made  prisoners.  They  returned  home, 
and  never  rejoined  the  camp  ;  so  that  gen.  Greene's  army  sus- 
tained a  greater  dimunition  than  the  British,  It  was,  however, 
-soon  app^arent,  that  the  advantages  of  the  engageme:nt  wcre-on 
iussidc. 

t^.. Though  lord  Cornwallis  issued  out  a  proclamation  [March  f8.  J 
i^ee  days  after  the  battle  setting  forth  his  complete  victcv}-, 
and  calling  on  all  loyal  subjects  to  stand  forth  and  take  an  active 
part  in  restoring  good  government,  and  offering  paidurt  and 
protection  to  all  rebels,  murderers  excepted  ;  yet  on  the  M^d\ 
h€  decamped,  abandoning  all  his  bousicd  advantages,  and  iifs. 
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hospital  at  the  Quaker  meetlng-hoiisc,  containing  between -.70 
and  80  wounded  British  officers  and  soldiers.  He  also  left  be- 
hind him  all  the  v/ounded  Americans  taken  on  the  15th,  and 
retreated  toward  Cross  Creek.  Greene  expected  that  he  would 
have  advanced,  and  therefore  had  prepared  for  another  action. ; 
but  upon  hearing  that  his  lordship  was  attempting  to  avoid  if, 
he  pursued  him  the  next  day  with  all  possible  expedition. 
Greene  having  no  means  of  providing  for  the  wounded  of  his 
own  and  the  British  forces,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  neighboring 
inhabitants  of  the  Quaker  persuar.ion,  in  v^rhich  he  njentioned 
his  being  brought  up  a  Quaker,  and  observed,  that  an  oppor- 
tunity oftered  for  the  exercise  of  their  humanity,  without  con* 
fining  themselves  to  either  party,  by  taking  care  of  the  wound* 
ed,  both  British  and  Americans,  v;ho  must  otherwise  perish. 
His  recommendations  and  arguments  prevailed,  and  the  Quakers 
supplied  the  hospitals  with  all  that  was  waiiiing  till  th€  sick  and 
wounded  recovered. 

So  great  was  the  avidity  of  the  Americans  to  renew  the  cen^* 
flict  vvith  Cornwallis,  that  notwithstanding  the  weather  was  very 
"wet  and  the  roads  deep,  they  marched  almost  constantly  without 
any  regular  supply  of  provisions.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th 
they  arrived  at  Ramsay's  mills  on  Deep-River,  a  strong  position 
which  his  lordship  evacuated  a  few  hours  before,  by  crossing  the 
river  on  a  bridge  erected  for  that  purpose.  Evident  signs  of 
precipicaiion  were  found  in  and  about  his  lordship's  encamp- 
J-nent.  Several  of  the  dead  were  left  on  the  ground  unburied- 
Beef  in  quarters  was  found  in  the  slaughter-pen,  on  which  the 
hungry  continentals  fed  greedily;  but  that  not  being  sufficient 
to  allay  their  keen  appetites,  they  eat  without  a  murmur  th^ 
garbage  which  was  meant  for  the  buzzards.*  Cornwallis  h^ 
now  fairly  the  start  of  Greene,  and  was  in  a  situation  to  main- 
tain his  advantage.  He  was  on  the  south  side  of  Deep-River, 
With  Cape-Fear  on  his  left,  and  supplies  for  his  army  in  front : 
whereas  Greene  was  too  far  advanced  to  expect  any  immediate 
succour  from  the  country  behind  him  ;  he  was  therefore  under 
the  necessity  of  giving  up  the  pursuit.f  Nothing  but  blood  and 
slaughter  has  prevailed  among  the  whigs  and  tories,  in  that  part 
of  the  country  which  has  been  the  scene  of  the  late  transactions, 
and  their  inveterasy  against  each  other  must  depopulate  it  if 
continued. 

*  Co?.  O.H.  Wlillams'9  MS  ^l- 

t  The  advantages  of  col.  O.  H,  WllUams's  official  papers,  of  private. Ift- 

tcr»at).d  of  fubfequent  conferfaiton  with  gen.  Greens,  for  the  riirpofe  of  in* 

la;raition,  ha»  occafioned  a  vai iatipn  ia  diversi  parts  pf  the  above  narrative 

from  Dr.  Ramfay  and  othcrst 
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Here  jet  us  close  our  account  of  tlic  operations  uncor  Joril 
Coinwallis  and  general  GieenCj  and  cr.Lci  upon  lliosc  th^tie- 
jate  to  Viiginia. 

-General  Arnold,  with  TiCar  50  sail  of  vessels,  aiilvcd  in  tiic 
Clresapeak  by  the  end  of  December,  lie  landed,  witii  about 
3  500  men  and  a  few  light-horse,  15  miles  bejow  Richmon/I, 
-and  marclie4  intt>  that  town  about  12  o'clock  on  the  5th  of  Ja- 
jiuary.  The  public  stoics  and  buildings  were  destroyed,  togeliicr 
with  the  rope-walk,  and  tliQ  rum  and  salt  in  the  uierchant^  hand:*. 
Tke  troops  v^ent  on  ciglit  miles  to  destroy  the  loiuidery  and  ma- 
gazine at  West-Ham  :  but  the  arms  and  aaiiiiunition  had  be^n  re- 
jnoved  to  Manchester,  in  Pov/hatan  county,  where iiie  governer 
was,  with  baron  Steuben,  who  had  arrived  from  the  northward  by" 
:the  beginning  of  I^eccmber.  '1  lie  next  day  at  noon  tliey  retreated 
the  same  way  they  came  ;  with  the  d-esign  of  corn  1:1:) itting  those 
destructions  in  other  places,  that  might  disable  tlie  state  as  far  as 
|>Q§sibLe  from  making  effectual  opposition  to  the  ])bms  of  the  Bri- 
tish ministry.  They  afterward  landed,  on  the  ISth  and  march- 
ed to  Smithtield  ;  and  from  thence  they  proceeded  to  FurtsmouLb. 
jby  land.  Here  virnold  took  post,  and  began  to  fortify  by  the 
iiOlh,  as  the  militia  were  collecting  apace  under  baron  Steuben, 
generals  Nelson,  Wecdon  and  .\iuhlenburgh.:  .but  it  v/as  the 
unhappiness  of  the  state  to  be  destitute  of  ar.Tis,  and  (by  bad  man- 
,?,gement)  of  almost  every  tiling  else  necessary  for  defence.  Gen, 
Washington  laid  a  plan  for  catching  Arnold  aad  his  detachment, 
which  was  serviceable,  though  unsuccessful  in  the,  Giain  point. 
Tire  general  was  the  niore  eager  in  it,  having  been  con.iirmed  by- 
letters  found  o\\  board  captured  vessels^  in  theinteliigence  he  had 
before  received  of  a  British  project,  to  make  a  lasting  establish- 
inent  in  Virginia,  Four  ships  of  theBjitish  iieet,  whicli  had 
been  lying  for  some  time  in  Gardener's-bay,  sailed  on. the  22d 
as  far  eastward  as  Narraganset-bay.  A  gale  of  v/ind  and  a  very 
thick  snov7  coming  on  at  niglit,  the  Cuiloden  was  totally  lobt,  and 
"he  Bedfoi-d  dismasted,  each  carrying  74  guns.  No  sooner  did 
die  general  receive  a  certain  account  of  the  game,  than  h.e  put  in 
motion,  under  the  command  o.f  the  marquis  de.  la  layette,  1200 
light- in  fan.  try,  as  large  a  part  of  his  small  force  as  he  could  with 
-prudence  detach  to  Virginia.  He  at  the  s;ime  time  intin-iated 
to  count  de  Rochambeau  the  possibility  and  importance  of  im- 
proving the  opportunity  in  an  attempt  upon  Arnold  ;  and  request- 
.ed  of  him  and  the  chevalier  dTstouches  (to  whom  the  comniand 
of  the  French  fleet  had  devolved  upon  the  death  of  adm.  Ter- 
uay)  to  send  the  whole  fleet,  ilnd  a  detachment  of  their  land  foice 
to  the  Chesapeak.  In.stcad  of  the  Vviiole,  a  lart.oiily  of  the  fle^t 
Vcii.  III.  X  "  was 
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^assent;  the  Eveillie,  a  64  gun  ship,  and  two  frigates,  undec 
the  command  of  Mens.  Tilly.  They  sailed  from  Newport  on 
the  9th  of  February,  with  orders  to  go  to  the  Chesapeak,  and' 
attempt  the  destruction  of  the  British  ships  there,  and  the  fri- 
gates that  protected  them.  They  returned  on  the  25th  without 
accomplishing  the  object  of  their  mission,  through  the  precaution 
taken  by  the  enemy.  They  however  took  or  destroyed  ten  vessels, 
and  brought  to  Ncv^^port  the  Romulus,  of  44  guns,  which  they 
captured  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay.  Washington,  desirous  of 
stopping  the  progress  of  the  enemy  in  Virginia,  proceeded  to 
Nev/port,  that  he  might  discourse  with  the  French  conimanderj 
on  the  measures  proper  to  be  pursued.  He  v;ent  first  on  board 
d'Estouches'  ship  in  the  forenoon  of  March  the  6th,  where  Rov 
chaip.beau  met  him.  It  was  agreed  that  d'Estouches  should  saii 
immediately  ;  and  that  Rochambeaa  should  send  on  board  the 
Hien  of  war  a  detachment  of  the  army  under  the  baron  de  Vio- 
3i:ieuih  After  spending  an  hour  or  two  on  board,  Washingtoa 
and  Rochambeau  landed  at  Nev/port  about  one  o'clock.  The 
necessary  measures  were  taken  to  expedite  the  fleet:  butinsteadl- 
of  sailing  the  next  day,  when  the  wind  vfas  as  favorable  for  the 
French,  and  as  adverse  to  the  British,  as  it  could  blow,  they  were 
delayed  24  hours  for  want  of  supplies.  They  sailed  on  Thursday 
evening  the  8th  of  March.  I'hey  were  follov/ed  on  the  Satuy- 
day  by  the  British  from  Gardener's-bay  under  adm.  Arbuthnot> 
who  made  such  expedition  as  to  intercept  them  off  Cape  Henry 
on  the  1 6th.  The  two  fleets  were  v^ell  poised  in  point  of  strength, 
the  superiority  of  a  few  guns  on  the  side  of  the  British,  being 
counterbalanced  by  the  greater  number  of  men  on  the  othe-f. 
The  line  v/asconjposed  of  eight  ships  on  each  side,  including  the 
Romulus  of  44  guns  in  the  French,  and  Adamant  of  50  in  the 
British.  A  partial  engagement  took  place.^  Each  side  claimed 
the  advantage  ;  but  the  French  abandoned  their  design  of  sugt' 
couring  Virginia,  and  returned  to  Newport  on  the  26th.  Had 
they  gained  the  Chesapeak  before  being  overtaken  by  the  Bri- 
tish, Washington  is  of  opinion,  that  th-e  plan  against  Arnold 
could  not  have  failed  of  success.  The  return  of  the  French  dis- 
concerted the  marquis  de  la  Fayette.  On  his  arrival  at  Anna- 
polis in  Maryland,  he  left  his  troops  there,  and  hastened  down 
the  Chesapeak  to  get  a  body  of  miUtia  in  readiness  for  co-opera- 
tion ;  but  upon  hearing  what  had  taken  place,  he  marched  bacj^ 
with  his  detachment  to  the  Head  of  Elk.  't 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  support  the  southern  operations,  3,ivd 
increase  their  success,  forw..rded  a  convoy  to  the  Chesapeak, 
wiih  ^bout  2000  choice  troops  cm  bo^rd  under  general  Phillips^ 

wham 
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whom  lie  appointed  to  the  chief  command  in  Virginia.  They 
aiiivedon  the  2.5ih  of  March.  Among  the  greatest  misfortunes 
to  the  American  cause  occasioned  by  the  invasion  of  this  state, 
Kiust  be  reckoned  the  obstructions  it  has  thrown  on  every  prepa- 
ration for  the  support  of  the  southern  army.  It  has  kept  back 
the  raising  of  recruits  and  every  supply. 

Certain  acts  and  concerns  of  congress  remain  to  be  related.    . 

The  capture  of  Mr.  Laurens  by  the  i>iitish,  made  it  necessary 
for  congress  to  appoint  another  gentleman  to  supply  his  place. 
They  therefore  commissioned  Mr.  John  Adams,  on  the  hrst  of 
January^  to  be  their  minister  plenipotentiary  to  ihe  States-Gene* 
]cal  of  the  Dutch  United  Provinces.  He  was  also  empowered  to 
ncgociate  a  IcKin  of  money  among  the  Hollanders  ;  and  in  confi- 
dence of  his  success  they  directed,  on  the  3d  of  January,  bills  of 
exchange  to  be  drawn  upon  him  at  six  months  sight.  On  the  3d 
of  February  they  agreed — "That  it  be  recommended  to  the  se- 
veral states,  as  indispensably  necessary,  that  they  vest  a  power  ia 
Congress^  to  levy  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  a  duty  of  five 
per  cent,  ad  valoreniy  at  the  time  and  place  of  importation,  upon 
all  goods  and  merchandises  of  foreign  growth  and  manufactures^ 
which  may  be  imported  into  any  of  the  said  states  from  any  fo- 
reign port,  island  or  plantation  after  the  first  day  of  May  1181, 
except  arms,  ammunition^  clothing,  and  other  articles  imported 
on  account  of  the  United  States^  or  any  of  them  ;  and  except 
wool  cards  and  cotton  cards,  and  wire  for  making  them  ;  and  aU 
S9  except  salt,,  during  the  war  ; — x\lso  a  like  duty  of  five  percent*. 
on  all  prizes  and  prize  goods  condemned  in  the  court  of  admi- 
ralty of  any  of  these  states  as  iav^^ful  prize  : — That  the  money 
arising  from  the  said  duties,  be  appropriated  to  the  discharge,  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts  already  contracted,  or 
which  may  be  contracted,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  foe 
supporting  the  present  war  : — That  the  said  duties  be  continued 
until  the  said  debts  shall  be  fully  and  iinally  discharged."  Some 
gentlemen  object  to  the  recommendation,  or  at  least  a  complin 
ancc  wath  it,  and  say — "  Drawing  money  insensibly  from  the 
people  by  imposts  may  be  a  favorite  scheme  in  monarchies  and 
aristocracies ;  but  in  republican  governments,  such  as  are  esta- 
blished in  America,,  is  inexpedient,  if  not  dangerous,  Whea 
money  is  drawn  from  the  people  insensibly,  they  are  less  atteii*. 
tivcto  abuses  in  the  expenditure  ;  but  when  they  arc  called  up- 
on for  taxes  and  feel  the  burden  of  them,  they  are  more  watchr 
ful  to  see  that  they  are  properly  applied,  and  to  prevent  the 
rulers  from  bribing  the  people  with  their  own  money,  and  sub- 
verting the  public  Hberty  by  the  means  put  into  their  hands 
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for  securing  and  defenuing  it."  It  will  be  long  before  the  se- 
veral states  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  vest  congress  with  the  de- 
sired power. 

Coftguess  on  the  6th  of  February,  ordered  that  the  drawing 
of  the  fourth  and  last  class  of  the  United  States  lottery  should 
"begin  on  the  2d  of  April.  Through  the  amazing  depreciation 
of  the  paper  currency,  the  whole  will  turn  out  a  simple  piece  of 
Ijusiness,  and  disappoint  the  original  hopes  both  of  the  fortunate 
adventurers  and  of  congress. 

February  20tb,  they  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  election  ofa 
superintendant  of  finace,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  pub- 
lic debts,  expenditures,  and  revenue  :  to  digest  and  report  plans 
for  improving  and  regulating  the  finances,  and  for  estabHshing 
order  and  ceconomy  in  the  expenditure  of  the  puplic  moneys 
and  to  the  exercise  of  many  other  powers  necessary  to  complete 
the  financier,  l^obert  Morris,  esq.  of  Philadelphia  was  unani- 
mously elected. 

The  21:11  they  passed  a  commendatory  resolution  respectifig 
cspt.  John  Paul  Jones  ;  and  further  resolved,  that  Dr.  Franklin 
should  acquaint  his  most  Christian  majesty,  that  his  majesty's  of- 
fer of  adorning  capt.  Jones  with  the  cross  of  railiteiry  merit,  was 
highly  acceptable  to  congress.  The  small  squadron  which  tli« 
captain  comm-anded  in  177%  was  fitted  out  at  the  expence  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  who  honored  him  with  a  French 
commission,  Mons.  de  Sartine,  the  minister  of  the  marine,  re- 
quested Dr.  Franklin  to  strengthen  the  squadron,  by  ordering 
the  Alliance  to  join  it,  which  was  immediately  done* 

On  the  12th  of  February  the  Maryland  delegates  laid  befoq^ 
<:ongress  an  act  of  their  state,  empow^ering  them  to  subscribe  aifd 
ratify  the  articles  of  confederation.  The  1st  of  March  was  after- 
ward fixed  upon  for  their  doing  it.  Marjdand  having  no  vacant 
western  territory,  contended,  with  great  justice,  that  the  un- 
appropriated western  country  should  be  the  common  property  of 
the  union,  and  pledged  as  a  fund  for  sinliing  the  continental 
debt;  and  decHned  acceding  to  the  confederation,  till  some  sat- 
isfaction should  be  given  upon  that  subject.  But  congress  hav- 
ing recommended  it  ti}  the  states  claiming  such  country,  to  rc- 
unove  the  only  obstacle  to  a  final  ratification,  and  then  earnestb/ 
requested  the  legislature  of  Maryland  to  empower  their  dele- 
gates, they  accordingly  did  so  'on  the  30th  of  last  January. 
They  concurred  in  the  measure,  as  well  from  a  desire  to  p^r- 
JfeYuate  and  strengthen  the  union,  as  from  a  confidence  in  the 
justice  and  generosity  of  the  larger  states,  and  that  superior  to 
iocal  interestij,  they  would  consent  to  such  arrangtiments.of  the 

unap- 
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itnappropriated  lancls  included  in  tlicir  respective  charters,  a3 
(rood  policy  requiicdy  and  the  great  exertions  of  their  own  state 
in  the  commcn  cause,  had  si)  higlily  deserved.  When  the  1st 
of  March  was  ai rived,  the  New-York  delegates,  hy  virtue  of 
ihe  powers  with  which  their  legislature  liad  entrusted  them,  pro 
:ceeded  by  an  offieial  act  in  congress,  to  Hmit  and  restrict  'the 
.1x>tindaries  of  that  state,  and  to  relinquish  all  right,  jurisdietiao^ 
and  claim,  to  aii  lands  to  the  northwaid  and  westward  of  the 
same,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  congress  of  the  confederated, 
states  should  direct.  The  Maryland  deiegatcsthen  proceeded  to 
-sign  and  ratify  the  articles  oi  confederation.  This  important 
ev^nt  has  been  communicated  to  the  executives  of  the  several 
states;  and  the  American  ministers  in  Europe  have  been  order- 
ed to  notify  it  to  the  respective  courts  at  wiiich  they  reside. 

Though  a  longer  delay  on  the  part  of  Maryland  might  have 
becn.productive  of  bad  consequences,  yet  there  are  several  mem- 
bers of  congress  who  are  sensible  of  its  having  been  highly  be- 
Deficial  upon  many  occasions.  AsscvCii  states  were  a  majority, 
whenever  that  number  met,  it  was  considered  as  the  representa- 
tive body  of  tiietliirteen;  and  if  four  out  of  the  seven^-  agreed, 
it  passed  for  the  voice  of  tlie  United  States,  even  in  those  cases 
which  by  the  confederation  required  the  concurrence  of  nine 
states.  The  want  of  such  concurrence,  had  the  confederation 
been  perfected  at  a  very  early  date,  would  have  prevented  the 
execution  of  much  business  of  the  highest  importance. 

March  16th,  congress  resolved — "  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is 
recommended  to  the  several  states,  to  amend  their  laws  making 
the  bills  of  credit  emitted  under  the  authority  of  congress,  a 
fcgal  tender,  so  that  such  biiis  shall  not  be  a  tender  in  any  other 
manner  than  at  their  current  value,  compared  with  gold  or  sil- 
ver." The  same  day  they  lesolved— '^  That  the  states  be  im- 
mediately called  upon  to  furnish  for  the  public  expences,  and  for 
carrying  on  the  war,  their  proportion  of  ov\<^  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  quarterly,  the  first  quarterly  payment  to 
be  made  on  the  Isc  day  of  June  next."  Neither  of  these  re^- 
solves  will  be  sufiicienlly  productive. 

This  shall  close  with  an  extiact  from  a  letter^  of  gen.  Wssh^ 
ington,  written  the  beginning  of  April — "  i  give  it  decisively 
as'my  opinion,  that  withoiit  a  foreign  loan,  our  prc?cnt  forc-\ 
whieii  is  but  the  remnant  of  an  army,  Gctnnot  be  kept  togetiicr 
this  campaign,  much  less  will  it  be  increased  and  in  readiness  for 
another.     If  France  delays  a  timcly^^lnd  powerfi;;  aid  in  the  en  • 

*  When  congress  cu:vfi  merl  th-  fbnter.fe  of  'hcccuM-ITisvii*'  on  gen.  lec, 

v.  was  by  a  voie  of  four  cue  cf  eleven  prtser.U  .     , 

''  t.ca] 
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tical  posture  ©f  our  afiairs-,  it  will  avail  us  nothiirg  should  she  at- 
tempt it  hereafter.  We  9A-€  at  this  hour  suspended  in  the  ba- 
lance  ;  we  cannot  transport  the  provisions  from  the  states  in? 
wliich  they  are  a:>sessed  to  the  army,  because  we  cannot  pay  tho 
teamsters,  who  will  no  longer  work  for  certificates. — In  a  word 
we  are  at  the  end  ol  oar  tether^  and  now  or  never  our  deliver--- 
ance  must  come." 


LET    T    E    R        Vir. 

Ro  tier  dam,  Jslaij  5-,  11^,0-.. 
Friekd  Gordo:'^ 

AS  soon  as  the  rupture  between  Great-Britain  and  Hollanii 
was  known  at  Versailles,  the  king  gave  immediate  orders 
that  a!i  the  Dutch  vessels  in  any  of  the  French  ports  shoulci  be 
made  acquainted  with  it ;  and  accordingly  a  circular  letter  vras^ 
written  by  the  marquis  de  Castries  on  the  25th  of  last  Decem- 
ber, and  sent  to  the  several  ports.  The  first  material  capture 
made  by  the  British,  after  the  hostile  manifesto  against  the  Dutch^ 
was  that  of  the  Rotterdam  of  50  guns  and  500  men  belongin^^ 
to  the  States-Generalj  by  the  Warwick,  rapt.  Elphinstone,  oiv 
the  5th  of  January.  -    -v 

^  On  the  9th  the  Dutch  council  of  state  proposed,  that  the  mW^ 
line  of  the  republic  should  consist  of  94-  ships  and  armed  vessels, 
and  18,430  seamen.  There  were  to  be  li  ships  of  the  Hue,  15 
of  50  guns  and  2  of  40.  Three  days  after,  the  States-General 
published  a  placart,  granting  letters  of  marque  against  the  Bri- 
tish. This  w^as  followed  after  a  time  by  an  answer  to  the  Bri- 
tish manifesto. 

Notwithstanding  the  necessary  increase  of  national  expences 
in  Great-Britain  by  the  Dutch  war,  yet  toward  the  end  of  Janua- 
ry, the  house  of  commons  hearkened  to  the  calls  of  humanity, 
and  in  consequence  of  diirerent  petitions,  voted  for  the  relief  of 
the  sufferers  by  the  hurricane  at  Barbadoes  80,0001.  and  at  Ja- 
maica 40,0001. 

A  second  attempt  has  been  made  upon  the  isle  of  Jersey.   The 
baron  dc  Rullccourt,  at  the  head  of  about  2000  men,  conducted 
it.  By  the  badness  of  the  weather  near  half  his  troops  were  driv- 
en   • 
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en  back  to  France,  ami  never  joined  him.  He  at  length  howcvcf* 
iHa<]c  his  way  with  difficuhy  through  tlic  rucks  ot  in  Roquc- 
PJatte,  and  landed  a  number  in  the  dark,  three  miles  from  St. 
Hclier,  the  capital  of  tlie  inland,  though  live  vcst^els  were  lost, 
and  200  of  his  nK-n  perished.  A  smaH  party  of  uiiiitia,  meant, 
for  the  guard  of  a  redoubt  in  the  phice,  were  seized  asieep  bv  the 
cnemv,  who  were  thus,  for  several  hours,  on  tlie  island  vrithout 
an  alarm's  being  given.  The  baron,  leaving  about  120  men  in 
tiic  redoubt,  marclied  to  St.  Hclier.  He  secured  the  avenues  of 
the  town,  surprised  the  guards  in  the  dark,  and  possessed  tiie  mar- 
ket place  without  noise,  '['he  inhabitants  were  astonished  a: 
break  of  day,  on  finding  themselves  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy. 
Maj.  Corbet,  the  deputy-governor,  with  the  magistrates  and 
principle  people,  being  brought  prisoners  to  the  courL-housc,  the 
French  commander  wrote  terms  of  capitulation,  wiiich  lie  pro- 
posed to  have  signed  ;  and  by  which  the  island  was  to  be  surren- 
dered to  France,  and  the  troops  to  lay  dov^n  tiieir  arnis  and  be 
sent  to  Gre/it-Britain.  It  was  in  vain  remonstrated,  that  no  act 
of  the  lieut.  governor's  could  have  the  smallest  validity  in  his  pre- 
sent situation.  Rullecourt  was  peremptory,  and  Corbet  too  in- 
advcrteiiliy  signed.  I'he  French  commander  then  summoned 
Ehzabeth  castle  under  the  terms  of  the  capitulation.  Captains 
Aylward  and  Mulcaster,  having  escaped  thither  on  the  first  a- 
larm,  and  being  now  in  a  degree  prepared  against  a  sudden,  at- 
tack, rejected  the  summons,  and  refused  paying  the  smallest  re-i 
gard  to  the  capitulation,  or  any  orders  issued  by  the  lieut.  go- 
vernor in  the  present  ciicumstances-.  The  French  placing  Cor- 
bet in  their  front,  advanced  toward  the  gate,  but  were  iired  up- 
on with  such  vigor  from  the  castle,  that  they  soon  mad.e  the  best 
of  their  way  back  to  the  tov/n  for  shelter. 

Meanwhile  the  alarm  extended,  and  the  nearest  troops  and 
militia  advanced  toward  the  point  (if  danger,  and  formed  on  the 
heights  near  the  town  under  maj.  Pierson,  who  instantly  secur- 
ed a  hill  of  great  advantage,  which  the  enemy  had  overlooked. 
Rullecourt  sent  to  tiie  major,  requiring  his  compliance  wltii  the 
terms  of  the  capitulation  ;  and  received  for  answer,  '•  that  of  he 
and  his  troops  did  not  lay  down  their  arms  within  twe.'ity  mi- 
mUes,  and  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  w^ar  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  tim.e,  they  might  be  certain  of  an  attack."  Piersoa 
was  punctual  to  his  Vv^ord  ;  and  made  an  assault  on  the  town  in. 
all  accessible  parts  with  such  impetuosity,  that  the  enemy  were 
driven  rapidly  upon  the  center  of  then-  force  in  the  market-place, 
where  the  action  was  soon  decided  ;  for  Rullecourt  being  mortally 
wounded,  the  next  in  command  ^ceing  the  hopelessness  ot  thGi;r 

situation.,. 
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sitLiation,  requested  the  lieutenant-governor  to  resume  hisauthov 
ritv,  and  to  accept  of  their  sunender  as  prisoners  of  war.   .  The 
satisfaction  arising  from  so  sudden  a  deUverance  and  so  brave  .aa 
exertion,  was  damped  by  the  fall  of  nraj.  Pierson,  v/bo  was  shot 
through  the  heart  la  the  instant  of  victory.     The  extraoidinaiy 
miiitaVy  abihties  displayed  by  so  young  an  officer  (for  he  was  ©r- 
ly  £ve.and  twenty)  rendered  his  death  an  object  of  gener4i  re- 
gret.    During  the  engagement  the  redoubt  was  retaken  wil|i 
lixed  bayonets,  and  without  firing  a  shot,  by  the  grenadiers  of 
the  83d  regiment.    Thus  the  v/hole  French. party,  ampunting  tp 
near  SCO,  were  either  killed  or  taken. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  lord  George  Gordon  was  priyatety 
taken  from  the  Tower  to  Westa?inster-hail,  arraigned,  and  oiderr 
ed  to  prepare  for  trial  on  Monday  the  5th  of  February.  When 
he  came  to  be  tried,  though  the  croud  v/as  very  large,  order 
was  observed,  and  there  was  no  mischief  or  violence.  About 
iive  the  next  morning  he  was  acquitted.  On  the  news  of  ,hi«  acr 
quittai,  there  were  rejoicings  and  illuminations  at  Glasgow,  Pais- 
ley, Dunbar,  Montrose,  Brechin,  and  a  great  number  of  other 
towns  and  villages  in  Scotland.  The  Protestant  association  at 
Glasgow,  made  a  subscription  of  several  hundred  pounds,  to- 
ward defraying  his  lordship's  expences.  It  has  been  suggestetl, 
that  government  did  not  vvish  to  convict  his  lordship  for  fear  of 
offending  too  many  of  the  Scots.  ^  .      ,  : 

The  garrison  and  inhabitants  of  Gibraltar  having  received  CP 
suppHes  of  provision  from  Great-Britain  since  the  beginning  of 
the  preceding  year,  nor  from  the  Barbary  shores,  nor  tlie  lucst 
distant  coasts  of  Africa,  were  reduced  to  extreme  distress,  /ibr 
governor,  ever  since  October,  made  a  reduction  of  a  quarter  of 
a  pound  from  each  man's  daily  allowance  of  bread.  Their  iis'^at 
was  reduced  to  a  pound  and  a  half  in  the  week,  and  at  length  was 
scarcely  eatable.  The  inhabitants  had  to  pay  for" bad  ship  biscu\: 
full  of  worms,  a  shilhng  a  pound  ;  the  same  foriiour  in  no  bet- 
ter condition  ;  eighteen  pence  for  salt,  the  sweeping  of  ships  bot-. 
toms  and  store-houses  ;  half  a  crown  for  old  Irish  salt  butter,^  and 
the  same  for  the  worst  brown  sugar.  When  the  arrival  of  the 
vessels  from  the  Mediterranean  opened  a  market  for  fresh  pro- 
visions, turkies  sold  for  3l.  12s.  a-piece  ;  sucking  pigs  at  two 
guineas  ;  ducks  at  half  a  guinea  ;  and  small  hens  at  nine  shillings, 
A  guinea  was  refused  for  a  calf's  pluck,  and  one  pound  seven  shil- 
lings for  an  ox-head.  The  interest  and  honor  of  Great-Britain 
were  deeply  engaged  in*the  timely  relief  of  that  fortress.  It  was 
accordingly  one  of  the  first  objects  of  government  in  the  com-- 
niencementof  the  year;  and  the  grand  licet  under  the  conduct  of 
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admirals  Darb/,"  Digb)S  and  Sir  J.  Lockhait  Ross,  was  fitted 
'oiit  cavly  for  this  <>ervice :  but  only  28  s^ii  of  the  line  could  h^ 
spared. '  'The  French  lutJ,  at  the  same  time,  a  tlecL  iitile  inte- 
rior either  in  number  or  force,  nearly  ready  for  sea  at  Brest. 

The  British  lleet  sailed  [March  \'6.]  with  the  great  Ka^t  awd 
West-India  convoys  ;  but  met  with  a  delay  on  tlie  coast  of  Ire* 
land,  i*i  wailing  for  the  victuallers  from  Cork,  which  were  tx> 
proceed  with  them  to  Gibraltar.  The  Kast  and  West-India  con;, 
voys  having" proceeded  on  their  respective  voyages,'  the  British 
fleet,  with  97  transports,  store-ships  and  victuallers,  arrived  off 
Cadiz  the  12th  ot  April.  Don  Cordova,  with  the  Spanish  iicct, 
had  put  into  the  harbor;  and  adm.  Darby  having  explored  the 
same,  forwarded  the  convoy  to  Gibraltar,  wiih  some  inenof  war 
;:nd  frigates  to  cover  them,  while  he  cruised  with  the  main  body 
of  tiie  iieet  oif  the  Straits  muuth  to  vratch  the  enemy.  The  Spa- 
niards had  h>ecn  for  some  time  employed  in  constructing  a  number 
of  ^un  and  bomb  boats.  The  gun  boats  carried  each  a  long  26 
pouLider,  which  threw  shot  further  than  any  ships  guns  could 
reach.  This  force  was  rendered  still  more  dangerous  by  the  ad- 
dition of  the  bomb  boats  upon  a  similar  construction.  With  these 
they  cannonaded  and  bombarded  the  British  ships  every  morn- 
ing, till  the  wind,  at  its  stated  hour,  began  to  spring  up,  when 
they  fled,  and  were  pursued  in  vain.  But  they  failed  in  their 
grand  object,  and  no  material  damage  was  done  to  any  part  of 
the  shipping. 

.  Nothing  could  be  more  grievous  to  Spain  than  this  relief. 
She  seems  to  have  set  her  heart  so  entirely  or.  the  recovery  of 
Gibraltar,  as  not  to  have  had  another  object  in  the  w^ar.  The 
whole  naval  and  military  force  of  that  kingdom,  and  its  resources 
of  every  sort,  appear  to  have  been  directed  mainly  to  that  single 
point.  These  various  powers  were  called  into  action,  and  the  un- 
fortunate town,  with  its  miserable  inhabitants,  were  the  victims^ 
of  her  indignation.  One  hundred  and  seventy  pieces  of  cannon, 
of  the  heaviest  metal,  and  eighty  mortars,  disgorged  their  tre- 
mendous torrents  of  lire  all  at  once  upon  that  narrow  spot.  This 
dreadful  cannonade  and  bombardment  was  continued  night  and 
day  for  a  considerable  time  w^ithout  intermission.  Nothing  Could 
be  more  splendidly  magnilicent,  or  dreadfully  sublime,  than  the 
view  and  report  of  this  tremendous  scene,  to  th<)se  who  observ- 
ed them  from  the  neighljoring  hills  of  Barbary  and  Spain  dur- 
ing the  night ;  especially  in  the  beginning,  when  the  cannonade 
of  the  enemy  being  returned  by  gen.-  Elliot,  with  still  superior 
power  and  greater  (ierceness,  the  whole  rock  seemed  to  vomit 
out  hre,  and  all  dis'incti'm  of  parts  was  lost  in  ilaiiK  and  smoke. 
Vol.  liL  V  The 
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efrects  at  St.  Eustatia  could  only  be  lodged  as  a  deposit  to  suppir 
the  necessities  of  their  king  and  their  country's  enemies,  l"h6 
island  was  Dutch,  every  thing  in  it  was  Dutch,  every  thing  was 
under  the  protection  of' the  Dutch  flag,  and  as  Dutch  it  shaUbe 
treated."  Mr.  Glanville  made  a  sensible  reply  on  the  13th  of 
March,  and  observed—''  That  if  the  king's  enenaies  were  sup- 
plied by  the  trade  ot  his  subjects  through  St.  Eustatia,  they  were 
likewise  supplied  through  the  same  channel,  b]/  the  sale  &/ priz-i^ 
£s  captured  by  his  majesh/s  ships  of  war.^  The  one  fact  is  as  no- 
torious as  the  other,  and  equally  criminal." 

After  the  surrender  of  Eustatia,  tlie  Jews  who  were  numerous 
and  wealthy  were  the  first  sufferers.  Several  of  them  were  torn 
from  their  habitations  with  many  indignities,  and  banished  with^ 
out  kirowrng  the  place  of  their  destination  ;  and  were,,  in  that 
jitate  of  wretchedness  which  followed  the  seizure  of  their  proper-. 
iy,  transported  as  outlaws,  and  landed  at  St.  Kitt's.  The  assem« 
biy,  to  their  great  honor,  instantly  passed  an  act  for  their  pre^ 
sent  relief  and  future  provision,  until  they  should  have  time  tor 
recover  from  their  calamitous  situation.  The  Jews  were  soon 
followed  by  the  Americans,  ^ome  of  w^hom  had  been  obliged  to 
fi)- their  native  country  through  the  part  which  they  had  taken 
in  support  of  the  British  cause.  These  also  were  sent  to  St; 
Kitt's,  in  much  the  same  state  with  the  former;  and  were  re^. 
ceived  and  entertained  with  the  same  humanity  and  liberality  by 
the  people  and  legislature  of  that  island.  The  French  mo^hants 
and  traders  were  next  banished  ;  and  at  length  the  Amsterdam- 
mers  met  with  the  same  fate.  -  Meanwhile  public  sales  were  ad* 
-vertised,  invitation  given,  and  protection  afforded  to  purchasers- 
of  all  nations  and  classes  ;  and  the  island  exhibited  one  of.  th« 
greatest  auc  tions  that  ever  v/as  opened  in  the  universe.  Never 
^vas  a  better  m.arkct  for  buyers.  The  goods  were  sold  for  % 
trifling  proportion  of  their  value;  and,  by  report,  the  French^ 
agents  made  the  greatest  and  most  lucrative  puvchase«i.  Most  of 
the  goods  were  "conveyed  to  French  and  Danish  islands  ;  and 
left  to  And  their  way  to  those  enemies,  for  having  supplied  whoni, 
in  the  ordinary  commerce,  Eustatia  suffered  so  severely.  This 
whole  business,  from  beginning  to  end,  has  brought  upon  Great- 
Britain  the  odium  of  all  Europe.  '       ^   - 

A  squadron  of  privateers,  mostly  belonging  to  Bristol,  upon 
liearing  of  the  rupture  with  Holland,^  boldly  entered  the  rivers  of 
Demarara  and  Issequibo,  and  with  no  small  degree  of  courage  apd 
enterprise,  brought  out  from  under  the  Dutch  forts  and  batteries 
almost  all  the  vessels  of  any  value  in  either  river.  The  prizes^ 
were  considerable ;  but  adm.  Rodncv,  in  his  cfncial  letter  ;af 
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the  17l1i  oflM::i'ch,  observed  in  the  postcript— "  The  Dukii 
ships  seized  by  the  privateers  at  Demarara  are  dwnis  to  the  ad~ 
mii'alty,  the  privatt^ers  having  no  commission  to  tnke  them.'* 
ihi  mefitioned  also  the  surrender  of  the  French  islafid  of  bt, 
Bartholomew  on  the  IGfh. 

'i'he  inhabitants  of  the  two  Duteh  colonies  of  Demarara  and 
Issequibo,  sensible  of  their  defenceless  situation,  had  already 
made  a  tender  of  their  submisbion  lo  the  ^o\Ternorof  iJarbadoes, 
requiring  no  other  terms  but  a  participation  of  those  which  had 
been  granted  to  Eustatia  and  its  dependencies.  A  deputation 
was  sent  to  admiral  Rodney  and  gen.  Vaughan,  to  learn  wliat: 
were  these  terms.  The  deputies  found  tluit  the  colonists  had 
made  an  improvident  demand,  as  in  effect,  tlic  terms  which  they 
required,  were,  that  they  might  be  desp(;iled  of  all  their  goods, 
and  banished  from  their  habitations.  But  a  nice  Hne  of  distinc- 
tion was  drawn  betv/een  the  honesty  and  good  properties  of 
Dutchmen  inhabiting  the  continent  and  of  those  Uving  inEusta- 
tia  ;  and  the  continental  colonists  were  accordingly  fully  secured 
in  their  property,  and  had  every  indulgence  granted  wiiich  could 
have  been  fairly  expected.  However  their  countrymen,  the  Ku- 
statian  islanders,  have  been  obliged  to  undergo  the  opprobrium 
of  having  the  attrocious  crime  of  pcrtidiousncss  publicly  charged 
and  recorded  against  them  in  the  London  Gazettes;  and  there- 
fore of  being  unworthy  of  any  degree  of  protection,  much  less 
of  indulgence. 

The  Dutch  war  prevented  the  sending  of  the  second  French. 
naval  division  to  the  assistance  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
as.  at  first  intended  ;  and  put  the  court  of  Versailles  upon  the 
plan  of  augmenting  their  fleet  in  the  West-Indies,  so  as  to  se- 
cure it  a  superiority  over  the  British.  Accordingly  count  de 
Grasse  sailed  from  Brest  the  22d  of  March,  with  a -fieet  of  25 
sail  of  the  line,  the  Sagittaire,  of  54  guns,  6000  land  forces, 
and  a  prodigions  convoy,  amounting  to  between  2  and  300 
shifs;  the  whole  composing  one  of  the  largest  and  richest  fleets 
that  ever  sailed  from  France.  Of  this  formidable  armament, 
five  ships  of  the  Hne,  under  Mr.  de  Suffrein,  with  part  of  the 
land  forces,  were  destined  for  th.e  East-Indies,  with  a  view  like- 
wise of  intercepting  commodore  Johnstone's  squadron  and  co«- 
•voy  on  their  way;  the  last  sailed  from  Spithead  on  the  13th  of 
ti)e  same  month,  in  company  with  the  British  grand  fleet,  linder 
admiral  Darby. 

The  EastTndia  company  received-advice  about  the. iniddle  of 
April,  that  in  July  of  last  year,  Hydcr  Ally  entered -the  Ca?-Rati.c 
in  dilterent  places  ;  that  some  of  their  t^'oops  we  re, after  wards  aJt- 
tacked  and  defeated  ;  that  bir  Eyre  Coote  left  Cakuttii  and  saii^ 
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cd  with  a  reinforcenient  to  Fort  St.  George,  where  be  arrivecl 
the  5th  of  November,  two  days  attcr  Arcot  had  surreiulerecl  tty 
Hyder.  Their  affiiirs  in  that  quarter  have  but  a  threatening  as- 
pect ;  bill  Sir  Eyre  is  attempting  ail  in  his  povrer  to  retrieve  tbem» 
Mr.  John  Adams  presented  to  tlicir  high  mightinesses  the 
states  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  a 
memorial,  dated  Leyden,  April  19,  178 K  In  which  he  inform- 
ed them,  that  the  United  States  of  America  had  lately  thought 
lit  to  send  him  a  commission  (with  full  powers  and  iRStructions). 
to  confer  with  them  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  v 
and  that  they  had  appointed  him  to  be  their  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary to  reside  near  tbcm^  Similar  information  was  communis 
tcated  at  the  same  time  to  the  stadtholder,  his  serene  highnessr 
die  prince  of  Orange.  Mr.  Adams  meant  to  conciliate  the  af-» 
fections  of  all  parties,  that  so  they  might  unite  in  supporting  thgf 
measure  he  v>?ished  to  obtain. 
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Roxhury,  Sept.  15,  I7Sl<r    • 

LORD  Cornwaliis  having  crossed  the  Deep-River,  gen.  Greens- 
!  resolved  on  carrying  the  war  Vv'ithout  delay  into  South-Ca-* 
roiina  ;  thereby  to  oblige  the  enemy  to  follow  him,  or  to  endan-t 
ger  their  posts' in  that  state.  He  expected  that  if  the  former 
took  place,  NorthX^arolina  would  not  continue  the  scat  of  war;- 
if  the  latter,  that  they  v;ould  lose  more  than  they  could  gain  in 
this  last  state  \  and  that,  did  he  remain  in  it,  they  would  hold 
their  possessions  in  both.  He  discharged  ail  his  militia,  refr^h- 
cd  his  regular  troops,  collected  a  few  days  provision,  marched 
on  the  5th  of  April  toward  Camden,  and  in  Uie  morning  of  the 
20th,  encamped  at  Log-town,  withm  sight  of  the  enemy's  works.  • 
On  this  march  lieut«  cob  Lee,  with  his  parlizan  legion,  v/as 
detached  to  join  gen.  Marion,  witii  a  few  volunteer  South-Coro« 
Jina  militia,  on  a  secret  expedition.  To  secure  the  provisions 
that  grow  on  the  banks  of  the  Sanlec  and  Congaree  rivers,  the 
British  had  erected  a  chain  of  posts  in  their  vicinity.  One  of' 
the  most  important  was  on  Wright's  Kluff,  and  called  Foit 
Watson.  To  the  surprise  of  the  Biitish  it  was  closely  invested 
on  the  15th.    Neither  Lee  nor  Marion  had  any  othci  means  of 
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r.nnoyancc  or  defence  but  musketry,  l'!ie  p.round  on  wlilch  the 
tort  stood  was  an  Indian  mount  "60  or  40  tect  Iii;.;h  :  the  besieg- 
ers however  erected,  in  a  few  days,  on  an  unusual  plan,  a  work 
niuch  higher.  From  thence  the  American  riilemen  hied  inter 
the  fort  with  such  execution,  that  the  besieged  duvii  not  show 
themselves.  On  the  2CUl,  the  garrison  of  114  men  suircndcied 
by  capitulation. 

Camden  was  covered  on  the  south  an  cast  sides  by  the  Wa- 
terec,  and  a  creek,  which  empties  itself  into  that  river :  on  the- 
Western  and  northern  by  six  strong  redoubts.  It  was  defended 
by  lord  Rawdon  with  about  yOO  men.  Tlic  American  army  con- 
sisted of  843  continental  infantrv,  beside  So  cavalry  and  31  dis- 
mounted dragoons,  togetlier  with  234  North-Ciirolina  militici 
who  had  joined  them  by  the  25th.  It  v/as  unequal  to  the  tasic- 
of  carrying  the  pliicc  by  storm,  asalso  of  completely  ijivesting- 
it.  On  the  21st  Greene  received  inteUigence,  that  lieut.  goL. 
Watson,  who  had  made  an  incursion  to  Pedec,  wason  hisretunt 
io  Camden  with  4  or  500  men  ;  upon  which,  he  sent  his  baggage 
and  artillery,,  v/hich  could  not  follow  him,  under  a  guard  of  mi- 
litia, to  a  secure  position,  and  threw  all  his  regular  troops  below 
the  tov/n,  where  appearances  indicated  more  forcible  hostilities 
against  the  garrison,  and  freq.uent:  skirmishes  evinced  the  enemy's 
apprehensions  of  danger  from  that  quarter  ;  but  t'le  principal  de- 
sign of  Greene  to  intercept  Watson,  was  prevented,  by  his  delay, 
and  a  report  of  his  having  crossed  the  Santee. 

.  On  the  24th  the  army  returned  to  the  north  side  of  tlie  townj- 
orders  being  previously  sent  for  the  artillery  and  baggage  to  re- 
join it  at  Hobkirk's-hill,  about  a  mile  from  Camden.  The  army 
took  post  on  the  hill,  the  better  to  improve  the  opportunity  that, 
any  sortie  might  afford  ;  and  by  its  being  more  remote  than  the 
position  formerly  occupied,  to  impress  the  enemy  with  an  idea  of 
the  Americans  beginning  to  be  apprehensive  of  their  own  dan- 
ger. The  precaution  of  calling  the  rolls  often  was  taken  ;  not- 
withstanding which,  one  Jones  a  drummer  eluded  the  attcntiort 
of  the  officers  and  the  vigilance  of  the  guards,  and  got  sale  into 
town.  But  nothing  was  apprehended  from  that  circumstance,  as 
the  army  was  well  posted,  and  desired  nothing  more  than  a  field 
action. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  April  this,  order  w^.s  issued — 
*^.The  troops  arc  to  be  furnished  with  two  days  provision,  and 
a  gill  of  spirits  per  man  as  soon  as  the  stores  arrive."     The  pro--, 
visions  were  issued  ;  but  the  spirits  being  in  the  rear  of  the  bag- 
gage-train, did  not  arrive  at  the  moment,  when  they  were  most; 
necessary.     Lord  Ruv.'don  concluding  that  gen.  G.recnc  was  nol* 
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prepareci  for  an  action,  and  that  a  fav^orable  moiBent  ofFereifc 
inarched  out  to  attack  him. 

The  Americans  were  cooking  their  victuals,  and  Greene  vva.s 
at  breakfast  about  ten  o'clock,  when  some  of  his  advance  scnti^ 
nels,  half  a  mile  in  front  of  the  camp,  tired  upon  the  van  of  the 
British.  The  American  troops  were  soon  formed,  and  vvajted 
with  cheerful  countenances  the  approach  of  the  enemy  i.CoL  Ol 
Williams  then  rode  to  head-quarterSi  2  or  300  yards  in,  the  i:^^ 
of  the  line,  and  returned  before  they  engaged.  Ail  the  baggage, 
as  is  customary  in  general  actions,  v/as  ordered  off.  The  eaval^ 
ry  (which  was  unsdddied  and  feeding  on  the  first  alarm)  vvaS 
now  ready  ;  and  so  certain  was  Greene  of  success,  that  without 
the  least  hesitation,  he  ordered  iie^ut.  col.  Washington  to  turn 
the  right  flank  of  the  British,  'and  to  charge  in  their  rear,  B/ 
this  time  the  fire  between  the  British  van,  and  the  American 
light-infantry  pickets  became  very  livelv,  and  th-e  Maryland 
troops  (who  had  been  ordered  to  sit  down)  stood  up  and  raade 
ready.  The  second  regiment,  being  on  the  deft  of  the  line,  was 
ordered  to  advance  and  attack  the  British  on  their,  right  llank. 
which  was  done  by  lieut.  col.  Ford,  who  had  received  a  mortal 
wound  in  the  action  :  the  first  regiment,  commanded  by  coL 
Gunby,  was  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy  in  front.  Ihe  two 
Virginia'regiments  were  ordered  to  act  in  a  similai-  manner  upon 
the  left  of  the  British,  and  were  led  on  by  Greene  in  person, 
aided  by  gen.  Huger,  lieut.  cols.  Campbell  and  Hawes.  The 
artillery  was  well  posted  and  doing  great  execution,  and  a  small 
body  of  militia  was  coming  into  action,  then  suddenly  a  nuajiber 
of  the  Americans  began  to  retire,  though  the  dangeivwasin©t 
apparently  great,  and  every  body  seemed  ignorant  of  the  cause. 
Col.  Williams  was  at  this  instant  near  the  centre  of  the  Mary-- 
land  brigade,  and  with  the  assistance  of  col.  Gunby  and  uthor 
officers  endeavored  to  rally  the  men.  They  halted  and  g.ave.a 
few  fires,  but  could  not  be  brought  again  to  charge.  A  generai 
retreat  took  place.  Washington,  in  the  execution  of  the  order 
given  him,  had  at  one  time  possessed  himself  of  near  200  prison- 
ers ;  but  he  relinquished  the  greatest  part  on  seeing  the  army  re- 
tire. The  officers  he  paroled  on  the  field  of  battle  ;  and  then 
collecting  his  men,  wheeled  round,  made  his  own  retreat  good 
with  the  loss  of  three  men,  and  carried  off  with  him  fifty  prison- 
ers. The  fortune  of  the  day  was  irretrievable  ;  but  Greene, 
with  his  usual  firmness,  instantly  took  measures  to  prevent  Ravfe> 
don's  improving  the  success  he  had  obtained.  The  retreat  was 
conducted  with  such  order  and  deliberation,  tlrat  most  of  the  A* 
merican  wounded,  all  their  artillery  and  ^lU  their  baggage,  were 
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izt'civ  carried  off,  together  with  six  royal  commissioned  ofTiCcrs, 
beside  \Vashingti)n's  piisoncis.  Tlje  a<lion  vv.is  continued  with 
-intervals,  till  about  tour  in  the  afternoon,  and  till  the  Aiviorfcans 
had  retreated  about  fv>ur  miles  j  when  a  detachment  ot  rhc  in- 
fantiT  and  cavalry  under  Washington  were  ordered  to  ad.s-ance 
iind  ar.nov  the  British.-  The  York  volunteers,  a  handsonic  cor]^ 
othoriJc,  being  a  little  advanced  ol"  the  British  in/antry,  Wash- 
ington w;th  great  mtrepidity  instantly  charc^ed  tliomi  killed  a 
Dumber  ar.d  dispersed  the  rest.  'J  lie  British  army,  v/iihout  at- 
tempting any  thing  further,  retired  to  Camden,  and  Greene  en- 
t^amped  the  Anierit:ans  about  five  miles  from  their  former  pobi- 
tion.  The  iield  of  battle  was  occupied  only  by  the  dead.  Tb^ 
io*;&  of  the  Americans  in  killed,  wounded  and  niissing,  was  264  * 
vAmoivg'the  first  was  Cct\}i.  L^e^tty  of  the  Maryland  line,  one  of 
Ihe  best  of  officers,  and  an  ornament  to  his  profession.  Many  of 
the  missing  rcturned. 

7-»4"he  next  day  Greene  in  general  orders  commended  the  exer- 
fi(Mi-s  bx  several  corps,  but  implicitly  and  by  silence  censured  the 
infantry  of  the  battalions,  which  would  not  have  been  done  had 
he  known  tlie  real  cause  of  their  apparent  mij^conduct.  The  vir- 
tual censure  was  severely  felt,  and  the  dissati-sfactlon  of  the  troops 
«pon  the  occasion.  Who  said  they  were  ordered  to  retire,    and 
the  complaints  of  many  of  the  oiticers,  Vv^ho  acknowEedged  they 
iiad  communicated  such  orders,    at  length  produeed,  at  the  in - 
■stance  of  coL  Gunby,  a  court  of  inquiry.    It  t'hen  appeared  that 
Ounby  received  orders  to  advance  and  charge  bayonets  without 
iiring  :  this  order  w^as  instantly  comriiunicated  16  the  regiment, 
v/tiich  advanced  cbeerfuliy  for-  some  distaiice,  when  a  iiring  began 
on  the  right,  and  in  a  short   time  becarne   general  through  the 
whole  reginient,  Soon  after,  two  of  the  right-hand  companicsgave 
way,  when  Gunby  ordered  tbe  other  four  to  he  brought  off. — 
This  was  donej  and  they  joined  Gunby  at  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
where  he  v/as  exerting  himself  in  rallying  the  other  tv/o  eompart- 
i'^s,  and  at  length  affected  it',     'llie  regiment  was  again  formed, 
and  gave -a  fire  or  two  as  above  related.     Greene  in  general  or- 
ders pronounced  Gunby^s.  spirit  and   activity  unexceptionable  ; 
'hui  his  orders  for  the  regiment  to  retire  extremely  improper  and 
tiniiiihtary  :  and  declared  that  to  be  the  only  probable  cause  why 
•thev  did  not  obtain  a  complete  victory.    ■     -• 
'    Oh  the  2Sth  of  April,  gen.  Greene  thus  expressed  binnselfin  a 
letter  to  the  chevalier  de  ia  Luzerne-^^'Tliis  distressed  country  I 
am  sure  cannot  struggle  much  longer,  wj<?h<>  't  nv »  e  -'ir'^rtual  s  ip- 

'    '■'  *  The  reJuVn  to  tbe  bozrd  of  wii\ 
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port  They  may  struggle  a  little  while  longer,  but  they  must  fali^ 
and  I  fear  their  fall  will  lay  a  train  to  sap  the  independence  of  the 
rest  of  America. — I  have  agreeable  to  your  excellency's  advice  j 
impressed  the  states  all  in  my  power  with  a  sense  of  their  danger:, 
but  they  have  not  the  means  to  make  the  necessary  exertions.-— 
We  fight,  get  beaten,  rise  and  fight  again..  The  whole  country 
js  one  continued  scene  of  blood  and  slaughter."  Oa  the  1st  of 
May  he  wrote  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette — "You  may  depend 
upon  it,  that  nothing  can  equal  the  sufferings  of  our  little  army^, 
but  their  merit.  Let  not  the  love  of  fame  get  tlie  better  of  your 
prudence,  and  plunge  you  into  a  misfortune  in  too  eager  a  pur- 
suit after  glory.  This  is  the  voice  of  a  friend,  and  not  the  cau- 
tion of  a  general."  Capt.  Smith  of  the  Americans  was  deprived 
©f  the  common  indulgence  allov/ed  to  prisoners,  on  a  charge 
brought  against  him  bv  deserters  from  Greene's  army,  of  mur- 
dering an  officer  and  three  privates  belonging  to  the  guards  after 
tjie  action  of  Guildford.  Greene  complained  of  it  to  lord  Raw- 
don  in  a  letter  of  M^y  the  Sd,  and  said — "  Nothing  can  be  mors 
foreign  to  the  truth  than  the  charge.  I  have  only  to  observe 
upon  it,  that  had  such  a  charge  been  made  against  any  of  your 
officers,  whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  thrown  into  our  hands^ 
before  1  should  have  treated  them  with  any  peculiar  marks  of 
indignity,  I  should  first  have  made  the  enquiry,  and  had  th^ 
fact  better  established.  It  is  my  wish  that  the  war  should  b$ 
conducted  upon  the  most  liberal,  rational  and  generous  princi- 
ples ;  but  I  will  never  suffer  an  indignity  or  injury  to  be  offered 
to  our  officers  without  retaliation." 

Soon  after  the  action  with  his  lordship,  Greene^  knowing  that 
the  British  garrison  in  Camden  could  not  subsist  long  without 
fresh  supplies  from  Charleston  or  the  country,  detached  a  rein- 
forcement to  Marion,  on  the  road^to  Nelson's  ferry  ;  and  on  ths 
Sd  of  May  crossed  theWateree,  and  took  occasionally  such  po-* 
sitions  as  vi'ould  most  effectually  prevent  succours  from  going  into 
the  town  from  that  quarter.  On  the  4th  he  wrx)te  to  gov.  Reed^ 
of  Pennsylvania — "Those  whose  true  intejest  it  was  to  have  in^ 
formed  congress  and  the  people  to  the  nortluvard,  with  the  real 
state  of  things,  have  joined  in  the  deception,  and  magnified  the 
strength  and  resources  of  this  country  infinitely  above  their  abiii^ 
ty.  Many  of  those  who  adhere  to  our  party,  are  so  fond  of  plea^ 
sure,  that  they  cannot  think  of  making  the  necessary  sacrifices  to 
support  the  revolution.  There  are  many  good  and  virtuous  people 
to  the  southward,  but  they  cannot  animate  the  inhabitants  ia 
general,  as  you  can  to  the  northward.  When  ruin  appears  ta 
approach  any  state,  they  are  alarmed,  and  begin  to  think  of  ex^* 
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ertin^  themselves :  but  Its  approtuli  no  sooner  receives  a  check, 
than  ihey  iink  buck,  into  a  careless  inattention. — Virginia  lusex- 
trrted  herself  in  giving  a  temporary  support  to  the  army  ;  buthcr 
pleasure  ai>d  her  policy  prevcRt  her  giving  us  such  permanent 
aid  as  her  strength  and  resources  are  i  upable  of  ai^brding. — Ma- 
ryland has  done  n-o^hing,  nor  can  1.  hear  of  any  exertions  there 
e<;]ual  to  the  emergency  of  war. — ^Delawarc  has  not  answered  my 
letters. — These  states  have  few  men  here,  and  those  .they  havt; 
ire  dail/ discharged. — North-Carolina  has  got  next  to  no  regu- 
lars in  the  iield,  and  few  militia,  and  these  the  worst  in  thQ 
world,  for  they  have  neither  pride  aor  principle  to  bind  them  to 
any  party,  or  to  a  discharge  of  their  duty. — ^Generals  Marioii 
and  Sumpter  have  a,  few  people  who  adhere  to  them,  perhaps 
iKorc  from  a  desire  and  the  opportunity  of  plundenncr,  tha!i 
-from  any  inelination  to  promote  tliC  independence  of  the  United 
^States.— I  have  been  playing  tli.e  i.riOst.huzard'<>us  game  to  keep 
-up  appearances  in  this  quarter,  until  more  efFectual support  coui'd 
be  afforded,  Butour  number  is  reduced  to  a  mere  shadow.—- 
The  war  to  the  northward  is  nothing.  It  is- a  plain  business* 
Here  the  war  rages  like  a  fire  ;  and  the  enterprise  and  activity 
€>f  the  enemy  almost  exceed  belief'.  I  have  run  every  risk  and 
hazard,  and  find  the  difficulties  thicken  upon  me  daily,  and  you 
know  I  am  not  of  a  desponding,  spirit  or  idle  temper. — If  oup 
good  friends  the  French  cannot  lend  a  helping.hand  to  save  these 
sinking  states,  they  must  and  will  fall. — Here  we  are  contending 
with  mor-e  ihan  five  times  cur  number,  and  among  a  people 
much  more  in  the  enemy's  interest  than  ours."  Greene  com- 
l^lains  in  this  letter  of  the  Marylanders ;  but  they  had  raised  500 
4:-eguIars,  who  might  have  joined  him  in  April,  if  proper  pains- 
4iad  been  taken  by  the  executive  powder. 

On  the  7th  of  May  lord  Rawdon  received  a.  considerabk  re* 
inforcement  by  the  arrival  of  the  detachment  under  Watson.—* 
With  this  increase  of  strength  he  attempted  the  next  day  to  com- 
pel gen.  Greene  to  another  action,  which  he  found  to  be  imprac- 
ticable. Failing  in  his  design  he  returned  to  Camden  ;  and  on 
the  10th  burned  the  jail,  mills,  many  private  houses,  and  a  great 
deal  of  his  own  baggage.  He  then  evacuated  the  post,  and  re- 
tired with  his  vvliole'^army  to  the  south  of  the  Santec,  leaving 
about  30  of  his  own  sick  and  v/oundcd,  and  as  many  of  the  Ame- 
ricans. Greene's  return  to  the  southward  being  unexpected,  the. 
stores  of  the  garrison  were  not  provided  for  a  siege  ;  but  the  e- 
vacuation  was  hastened,  as  Greene  apprehended,  from  an  alarm 
that  a  measure  of  his  had  given  them.  Wliile  in  the  neighbor-, 
kood  of  Camden,  he  hanged  in  one  day  eight  soldiers  who  had 
<lesei-ted  fromhis  ai-my,  and  were  afterward  taken  prisoners..  ^  Thisr 
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execution,  according  X.o  the  information  given  him,  ahiiost  bre4 
a  mutiny  in  the  garrison,  '^hicii  was  composed  very  much  of  de-* 
sorters.  It  had  a  strong  effect  on  his  own  troops,  from  whoHj 
there  was  no  desertion  for  three  months.  Ravvdon  had  the  ho^ 
nor  of  saving  his  men,  though  he  lost  the  post,  the  country,  and 
the  confidence  of  the  tories.  He  oitered  every  assistance  in  \\\% 
power  to  the  friends  of  British  government,  who  would  accom- 
pany him,  which  was  the  choice  of  several  famiHes. 

The  evacuation  of  Camden  animated  the  friends  of  congress, 
and  daily  increased  their  numbers,  while  the  British  posts  fell  in 
quick  succession.  The  day  after  the  evacuation,  the  garrison  of 
Orangeburgh,  consisting  of  70  British  militia  and  12  regulars^ 
surrendered  to  Sumpter.  Marion  and  Lee,  after  the  capture  of 
Fort  Watson,  crossed  the  Santee  and  moved  up  to  Fort  .Motte^ 
which  lies  above  the  Fork  on  the  south  side  of  the  Congaree, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  8th  of  May.  The  British  had  buiit 
their  works  round  Mrs.  Motte's  dwelling-house,  which  occasion-? 
ed  her  moving  to  a  neighboring  hut.  She  was  informed  that 
firing  the  house  was  the  easiest  mode  of  reducing  the  garrison  ; 
upon  that  she  presented  the  besiegers  with  a  quiver  of  African  ar- 
rows to  be  employed  in  the  service*  Skewers  armed  with  com* 
bustible  materials  were  also  used,  and  with  more  effect,  $uccesg 
soon  crowned  these  experiments,  and  her  joy  was  inexpressible 
upon  finding  that  the  reduction  of  the  post  had  been  e:Kpedited, 
though  at  the  expence  of  her  property.  The  firing  of  her  house 
compelled  the  garrison  of  165  men  to  surrender  at  discretion  oa 
the  12th  of  May,  after  a  brave  defence.  Two  days  after,  the 
British  evacuated  their  post  at  Nelson's  ferry.  On  the.  1 6th, 
Fort  Granby,  about  30  miles  to  the  westward  of  Fort  Motte^ 
was  reduced.  The  preceding  night  Lee  erected  a  battery  with- 
in 600  yards  of  its  out-works,  on  which  he  mounted  a  six-pound- 
cr  hastily  brought  from  Fort  Motte.  After  the  third  discharge 
from  this  held-pice,  maj.  Maxwell  capitulated.  His  force  cpa- 
sisted  of  352  men,  a  great  part  royal  militia.  Very  ^advanta- 
geous terms  were  given  them,  in  consequence  of  inforiViation 
that  lord  Rawdon  was  marching  to  their  rehef.  Tiieyihad  tlie 
©ffer  of  security  to  their  baggage,  in  which  was  inc,iudcd  an.  im- 
mense quantity  of  plunder.  1  his  hastened  the  surrender.  The 
American  mJlitia  were  much  disgusted  that  the  garrison  were  so 
favored.  They  indicated  an  inchnation  for  breaking  the  capitu- 
lation and  killing  the  prisoners.  When  Greene  heard  of  it,  k€ 
solemnly  declared,  that  he  would  put  to  death  any  o'^e  that 
should  be  guilty  of  so  doing. 

The  day  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Granby,  Lee  began  his 
march  to  join  Pickens,  who,  with  a  body  of  militia,  was  ia  the 
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jHeighboihood  of  Augusta;  and  in  four  days  completed  It.  On 
tiie  21st  of  May,  tlie  British  post  at  iSilvci-  jilufl",  called  Fort 
Dreadnaiight,  with  six  coniinissionGd  officers  and  10  staff,  non- 
commissioned and  privates,  beside  a  field  piece  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  stores,  surrendered  to  a  detachment  of  the  Ici^ion,  un- 
der captain  Rudolph.  Pickens  and  Lee  had  for  their  object  the 
reduction  of  Fort  Cornwallis,  at  Augusta,  where  col.  Brown, 
commanded.  1  he  approaches  were  conducted  with  judgment 
and  rapidity  ;  but  no  advantage  could  be  gained  over  the  brave 
and  vigilant  Brown.  In  the  course  of  the  siege  several  batteries 
were  erected  which  overlooked  the  fort.  From  these  the  Ame- 
rican riflemen  shot  into  the  inside  of  the  works  with  success. 
The  garrison  buried  themselves  in  a  great  measure  under  ground, 
and  obstinately  refused  to  surrender  till  every  man  who  attempt- 
ed to  tire  upon  the  besiegers,  was  instantly  shot  down.  On  the 
5th  of  June  the  fort,  with  about  3'00  men,  surrendered  by  capi- 
tulation. The  Americans  had  about  40  killed  and  wounded 
during  the  siege.  Lieut,  col.  Grierson,  who  was  greatly  ob- 
noxious to  them,  was  after  the  surrender  put  to  death  by  some 
unseen  marksman.  A  reward  of  a  hundred  guineas  was  offered 
for  the  perpetrator  of  this  perfidious  deed,  who  notwithstanding 
remained  undiscovered.  Brown  would  probably  have  shared  a 
similar  fate  had  not  his  conquerors  furnished  him  with  an  escort 
•to  the  royal  garrison  in  Savannah  ;  for  on  his  way  he  had  to  pass 
through  the  inhabitants  whose  houses  he  had  burned,  whose  re- 
lations he  had  hanged,  and  some  of  whose  fellow-citizens  he 
had  delivered  to  the  Indians,  from  whose  hands  they  suffered 
al!  the  tortures  which  savageness  has  contrived  togive  poignancy 
to  the  pains  of  death. 

Gen.  Greene,  the  meanwhile,  had  proceeded  with  the  main 
army  to  Ninety-vSix,  which  was  of  more  consequence  than  the 
other  posts,  and  was  defended  by  a  considerable  force  under  the 
command  of  lieut.  col.  Cruger.  Greene  arrived  before  the  town 
cin  the  22d  of  May,  and  two  days  after  opened  his  first  batteries. 
•The  approaches  were  carried  on  with  unremitting  assiduity,  day 
and  night.  Greene's  regular  force  v/ns  somewhat  supeiior  to  that 
of  the  garrison.*  The  militia  in  tiiat  district  abated  their  habitual 

*  Mr.  M'lCenzIfi,  In  his  strictures  on  Tarleton's  hiftory,  fays,  the  Amerj. 
can  array  araounfcd  to  upward  of  four  thoufand  mea,  v.  146.  The  Ameri* 
can  deputy-adjutant-geseril,  co).  O.  Williams,  ftated  iherr;  thus  in  his  return* 
prcfent  fit  for  duty,  rank  and  fi'e,  Marylsnd  brigade,  427.  Virginia  ditto, 
43i>  North-Carclspa  battalion,  66,  Delaware  ditto,  60— ic  ai!  984;  zni^ 
made  no  menuon  of  nrsilitla.  Mr.  M'Kcnzie  ftates  th8  garrifon  at  about  i^f© 
«aea  of  Dclancey's  b^ttalion^  »oo  Jerecy  vo'uctecri,  »aj  stout  s&o  Icyal  rai, 
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sidor  for  destroying  each  olb'^ri  and  waited  the  event  of  th^ 
-siege.  The  Americans  not  finding  the  aid  they  expected  front 
-thein,  but  on  the  contrary  being  obliged  to  send  large  con\^ys 
with  the  waggons  that  went  only  a  few  nailes  from  camp  for 
provisions  or  forage,  the  business  became  extremely  irksome, 
and  the  event  dubious;  however  the  siege  was  pros:ecutedwith 
indefatigable  industry.  The  garrison  defended  themselves  with 
.spirit  and  address,  and  frequent  rencounters  happened,  with  va- 
rious success.  Riflemen  were  employed  on  both  sides^  who  im^ 
mediately  levelled  at  every  person  that  appeared  in  sight,  and 
seldom  missed  their  object.  The  additi;)nai  force  of  Lee's  le- 
gion after  the  surrender  of  Fort  CornwaUis,  was  highly  season- 
^ible,  as  most  of  the  Anaerican  militia  had  withdrawn,  either  to 
<:arry  home  their  plunder  or  to  secure  their  families  from  the  ra- 
i^-agcs  of  the  royalists,  who  began  to  get  rid  of  their  apprehen- 
•-sions,  on  a  report  that  a  large  reinforcement  from  Europe  had 
arrived  at  Charlestoe,  and  that  lord  Rawdon  was  marching  lo  tlTt? 
xelief  Oi  Ninety-Six, 

On  the  3d  of  June  a  ileet  arrived  from  Ireland,  bavjng  ot? 
fcoard  the  3d,  19th  and  30th  British  regiments,  a  detackmerit 
from  the  guards,  and  a  considerable  body  of  recruits;  the  whoF^ 
commanded  by  lieut.  col.  Gould,  Ihis  was  a  seasonable  arriv- 
al, for  the  royal  army  bad  lost  a  number  of  brave  ofhcers  and 
-soldiers,  through  the  sudden  and  unexpected  attack  of  the  Ame- 
ricans upon  their  detached  posts  indifferent  parts  of  the  countTy, 
On  theTth  Rawdon  marched  from  Charleston  with  a  number  of 
these  newly  arrived  troops,  in  order  to  relieve  the  garrison  at 
Ninety-Six,  Great  were  the  difScuIties  they  had  to  encounter^ 
in  rapidly  marching  under  the  rage  of  a  burning  sun,  through 
the  whole  extent  of  South-Carolina ,  but  much  greater  was  their 
astonishment  v/hen  they  were  told,  that  their  services  in  the 
iield  were  necessary  to  oppose  the  yet  unsubdued  rebels  in  the 
province.  They  had  been  amused  with  hopes  that  nothing  re- 
mained for  them  to  do,  but  to  sit  down  as  settlers  on  the  forfeited 
lands  of  a  conquered  country.  Gen.  Greene's  army  had  ad« 
vanced  their  approaches  very  near  that  critical,  point  after  whicli 
further  resistance  would  have  been  temerity.  At  this  interest- 
ing moment,  intelligence  was  received  that  lord  Rawdon  was- 
nigh  at  hand,  with  a  reinforcement  of  at  least  ]700  foot,  and^ 
150  horse.  An  American  lady,  lately  married  to  an  officer  in  the- 

!itla;  in  all 550,  if  full,  and  no  more  than  abeut  fbe  nimber  specified.  Bat 
if  a  miftake  in  the  account  of  the  garrifon,  any  wife  fimllar  ro  that  of  the 
J^merican  army,  has  been  commitfed,  the  difproportion  between  both  mmt' 
be^nuch  greater  than  ihatof  5^0  and  9S4. 

gar- 
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garrison,  had  been  prevailed  upon  l>y  a  large  sum  of  money  t.> 
convey  a  letter  to  Cruger  vvitli  the  news  of  their  approaeh.     At- 
tempts had  been  made  to  retard  their  march,,  but  wiUiout  the  dc- 
jiired  efFett.     Their  vieinity  made  it  nccei>sary  cither  to  raise  the 
siege,  or  make  a  bold  attempt  for  the  reduction  of  tlic  pla(,c.  The 
American  army  was   eager  for  this  effort,  in  whieli  every  one 
knew  and  despised  the  danger.     ButCneene  eonsideied  the  eon,- 
scquences  of  a  repulse,  and  instead  of  ageneral  assault,  ordered 
[June  18.]  the  batteries  to  be  well  manned,  and  a. furious  eanncjn- 
ade  to  commence,  while  the  troops  lined  the  trenches  and  paraU 
iel  lines  with  all  the  uppc3raru.es  of  a  mcditiited  eoup-de-main^ 
One  of  die  redoubts  was  (juickly  abandoned,  and  Lee's  iight-in.- 
laniry  took  possession  of  it..    Immediately  afterward,  a  select  par- 
ty from  the  Maryland  brigade  under  lieut..  Duv:U,  and  anothe? 
from  tlie  Virginia  brigade  under  lieut  Selden,  followed  by  a  num- 
ber of  pioneers  provided  with  intrenching  tools  and  grapples,  en- 
tered tlie  ditch  of  the  strongest  work  called  the  Star  fort  aiid 
endeavored  to  pull  down  the  sand  bags  and  to  make  a  lodgment. 
Ihe  astonishment  of  the  enemy  at  tirst  made  their  opposiLioii 
feeble  ;  but  the  strength  of  their  works  requiring,  much  tinic  ia 
reduce  them,  some  of  their  troops  who  had  abandoned  tiie  post 
were  brought  back  to  its  defence,  and  parties  were  thrown  into 
the  ditch  to  charge  the  Americans  on  each  liank,  who  v/cre  re- 
pulsed .with  loss,  and  then  succeeded  by  others  that  suffered  al- 
so, while  those  within  fought  entirely  under  cover.     'JThc  Ame- 
rican parties  in  the  ditch  were  eniiladed,  and  galled  exceeding- 
ly by  the  fire  fron\the  flank  angles  of  their  tort.     The  enterr 
prise  however  w^as  not  soon  relinq[uished..    Ex^posed  as  they  v/er.ei 
with  tlieir  noses  almost  touching  the  rauzzies  of  the  enemy's 
musketry,  flanked  on  both  sides,  and  fighting  foot  to  foot^  they 
bravely  maintained  possession  of  the  ditch,  and  vigorously  urged 
the  daring  design  till  they  were  ordered  to  retire.     The  coniiict- 
continued  near  an  hour,   when  Greene   ob-serving  that  every 
thing  had  been  attempted  v/hich  could  promise  success,  directed 
the  surviving  assailants  to  be  called  viY.     About  one  third  icliin 
the  ditch,  and  near  as  many  were  brought  oif  wounded.     Duvai 
and  Selden  were  both  wounded.     During  the  attack,  the   IsJ-; 
Maryland  regiment,  commanded  by  capt.  Benson,  (which  was  tci 
sustain  the  advanced  parties  in  case  th^y  penetrated  the  tdr() 
manned  the  advanced  parallel  line,  and  both  lines  oi'  approach, 
which  were  within  a  few  feet  of  the  enemy's  works.      I'he  of- 
ficers could  not  be  at  once  neighbors  and  strangers  to  danger. 
They  frequently  observed  tlie  situation  of  affairs,  and  sometiiiiG^-i 
©rdered  their  soldiers  to  rise  up  and  fire  over  the  heads  of  (iu.i^ 
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panions,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  locking  and  firing  oVet 
their  sand -bags.  Capt.  Armstrong  received  a  baJI  throagh  the 
head,  and  capt.  Benson  a  very  dangerous  wound  through  the 
left  shoulder  and  neck.  Rawdon's  near  approach  obliged  Green* 
to  raise  the  siege  on  the  evening  of  the  19th,  after  hnving  losf, 
since  the  22d  ot  May,  about  150  men  in  killed,  wounded,  and 

missing.  ,      »        •  ,       t 

It  was  a  mortifying  circumstance  to  tne  Americans,  to  be  ob- 
liged to  abandon  'the  siege  when  in  the  grasp  of  victory—to  be 
compelled,  when  nearly  masters  of  the  whole  country,  to  retreat 
to  its  extremity.  On  this  sudden  turn  of  affairs,  Greene  was  ad^ 
vised  by  some  persons  to  leave  the  state,  and  retire  with  his  re- 
maining force  to  Virginia.  1  o  such  suggestions  he  nobly  an- 
sw^ered— "  I  will  recover  the  country,  or  die  in  the  attempt."  On 
the  20th  of  June  the  American  army  crossed  the  Saluda,  and  re- 
tired" tow^ard  Broad-river.    They  reached  the  Enoree  on  the  24tt\ 

Thus  far  lord  Rawdon  pursued  them  ;  when  finding  itimpossi"- 

ble  to  overtake  them,  he  faced  about  and  returnei.  He  consoled 
hiraselfwith  the  apprehension  that  they  were  gone  to  North-Ga- 
rolina  or  Virginia,  but  they  halted  and  refreshed  themselves 
iiear  the  Cross-roads,  till  Greene  was  informed  that  his  lordships 
with  about  half  his  army  was  marching  to  the  Congaree.     Upm 
this  the  American  invalids  and  heavy  baggage  hied  ofFtowar^ 
Camden,  and  all  the  eirective  infantry  marched  by  way  of  Wyns- 
"borough  to  meet  his  lordship  at  Fort  Granby.     The  cavalry  was 
previously  detached  to  watch  his  motions,  and  did  ic  so  effectually, 
that  a  part  of  them  charged  and  took  a  captain,  a  lieutenant,  a 
cornet,  and  45  privates  of  the  British  dragoons,  with  all  the  ho-f- 
ses  and  accoutrements,  one  mile  from  their  encampment.     The 
day  following,  the  4th  of  July,  his  lordship^  marched  from  the 
Congaree  to  Orangeburgh,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  3d  re-, 
giment  under  lieut.  col.  Stewart,  with  a  convoy  of  provisions. 
Greene,  after  collecting  the  militia  under  Sampter  and  Marion, 
and  attaching  them  to  the  continentals,  offered  him  battle  on  tht 
12th.  His  lordship,  secure  in  his  strong  poslLion,  would  not  ven- 
ture out,  and  Greene  was  too  weak  to  attack  him  with  any  pros- 
pect of  success.    Advice  being  received  that  Cruger  had  evacuat- 
ed Ninety-Six,  and  was  marching  with  his  troops  to  join  Raw- 
don, Greene  ordered  the  Americans  to  retire  about  seven  miles 
that  evening.     The  next  day  the  cavalry  of  the  legion,  the  state 
troops  and  militia,  were  detached  to  make  a  diversion  toward 
Charlestpn,  and  the  rest  of  the  army  was  ordered  to  the  High 
Hills  of  Santee.     The  same  day  Rawdon  and  Cruger  formed  a 
junction.     A  few  days  after  his  lordship  left  Orangebiirgh,  witli 

a  considerable 


J,  D.  ViSU]        AMEklCAN  REVOLUTION.  13» 

a  considerable  (.lelachmcnt  and  a  great  numljcr  of  wiggons,  and 
inarched  to  Charleston.  His  lordshij)  intends  returning  to  GreaU 
Britain.  His  ill  state  of  licalth  will  hilly  justify  his  using  Lliat  leave 
of  absence  which  has  been  granted,  while  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice in  the  Caroiinas  can  be  no  inducci-ncnt  (or  him  to  remain. 

The  .evacuation  oi'  Camden  h.iving  been  partly  (.-ffcctcd  Uy 
strik-ing  at  the  posts  below,  Greene  was  for  tryini;  Ikjw  far  the 
like  measures  miiglit  induce  the  Uuitish  to  leave  Orangeburgh. 
'i'he  detachment  was  sent  off  to  Monk's  Cunicr.aiid  Dorchester, 
and  iBoved  down  by  difK-rent.roads  ;  in  three  days  they  commen- 
ced t)ieir  operations.  L.-e  took  all  the  waggons  and  waggon  hor- 
ses belonging  to  aconvoY  ot provisions.  Lieut,  coi.  Wade  Hamp- 
ton, with  the  state  cavah-y,  charged  a  party  of  British  dragooas 
within  live  miles  oF  Charleston.  He  also  lock  5 1)  prisoners  at 
Slrav/berry  fcrr^',  and  burned  four  vessels  loaded, with  valuable 
Stores  for'tlie  British  army..  Sumpter  appeared  before  the  garri- 
son at  Biggin's  church,  consisting  of  .500  infantry,  and  upward 
■of  100  cavalry.  Lieut,  col.  Coates  who  coiuaiandcd  there,  after 
repulsing  Sumpter's  advanced  party,  on  the  next  evening  destroy- 
ed his  stores  and  retreated  toward  Cuarieston. .  L^e  was, closely 
pui^ued  by. Lee's  legit)n  and  Hampton's*  state  cavalry,  'ilie  le- 
gion came  up  with  thers,  and  took  their  rear-guard  and  all  thcTii- 
baggage,  Sumpter  and  Marion  came  upvyith  the  main  body  af- 
ter some  hours  ;  but  by  this  time  the  British  had  secured  theiia- 
selves  by  taking  an  advantageous  post  in  a  range  of  houses.  An 
attack  was  however  made,  bind  continued  with  spirit  till  upward 
f)f  40  wxre  killed  or  v/oundcd  by  the  fire  from  the  houses.  Ihe 
T^atishiost  in  these  diiterent  engagements  140  prisoners,  beside 
several  killed  and  wounded,  all  the  baggage  of  the  1 9.th  regi- 
iiient,  and  above  100  horses  and  several  waggons. 

.  Gen.  Greene  with  the  main  army  reached  the  High  Hills  of 
iiiaiuee  on  the  16th  of  July,  and  there  reposed  theai  till  the  22d 
of  August,  In  a  letter  from  thence  oi  the  8th  of  August,  to  a 
/riend  at.  Phliadeiphia,  he  thus  expressed  himself-— '  Qycn.  Gates 
left  this  country  under  a  heavy  load,  and  i  can  assiurc  you  he  did 
not  deserve  it.  if  he  was  to  be  blamed  for  any  thing  at  all,  it 
was  "for  fightings  not  for  what  he  did,  or  did  not  do  in  or  after 
die  action.  I  have  been  upon  the  ground  where  he  was  defeated, 
and  think  it  was  well  chosen,  and  the  troops  properly  drawn  up, 
and  had  he  halted  afier  the  defeat  al  Charlotte,  without  doi;ig  the 
least  thir<g,.I  ara  persua^led  there  would  have  been  as  little  mur- 
muriag  upon  that  occasion  as  in  an.y  instance  whatever,  where 
^the  pubUe  meet  with  a  misfortune  of  equal  magnitude,  i. think 
!jJ^e  order  of-con?^re«>s  i^y  -.r.  inouirv  was  re:  mature,  and  am  cpn- 

■'¥pL/IIL       ■■'  '     \a        '  iident 
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Bdcnt  he  will  acquit  himself  with  honor  whenever  he  is  brou^t 
to  trial.  But  if  i  could  have  my  wish,  he  should  be  acquitte«l^ 
without  an  enquiry  unless  he  chose  it  himself."  ..^. 

That  you  may  form  a  clearer  conception  of  the  miseries  at- 
tending the  war  in  South-Carolhia,  you  are  presented  with. a  few 
extracts  fi-om  gen.  Greene's  letters.  While  before  Ninety-Six 
he  wrote  to  coh  Davies,  the  23-d  of  May— "The  animosity  be- 
tween the  whigs  and  tories  of  this  state,  renders  their  situation 
truly  deplorable.  There  is  not  a  day  passes,  bat  there  are  more, 
or  less  v/ho  fall  a  sacrifice  to  this  savage  disposition.  The  whrgs^ 
seem  determined  to  extirpate  the  tories,  and  the  tories  the  whigs. 
Some  thousands  have  fallen  in  this  v/ayin  this  cjuarter,  and  thC; 
evil  raoes  v/ith  more  violence  than  ever.  If  a  stop  cannot  be  sooa 
put  to  these  massacres,  the  country  will  be  depopulated  in  a  few. 
months  more,  as  neither  whig  nor  tory  can  live."  ^ihns  with- 
out charging,  he  rebuked  Davies- for  a  crime  of  which  he  waa 
wofuily  guilty,  and  advised  him  to  a  better  conduct.  Wei-giity 
reasons',  though  not  a  similar  one,  induced  Greene  to  write  to 
Pickens  on  the  5th  of  June — "The  inhabitants  near  Parkcr'sFord> 
on^he  Sr.luda,  are  in  great  distress  from  the  savage  conduct  of  a 
party  of  men  belonging  to  col.  Hanimond's  regiment.  This  par- 
ty plunders  v/ithout  mercy,  and  murders  the  defenceless  people 
just  as  private  pique,  prejudice  or  personal  resentments  dictate.-^ 
Principles  of  humanity  as  v/ell  as  policy  require,  that  proper  mea- 
sures should  be  immediately  taken  to  restrain  these  abuses,  heai 
differences,  and  unite  the  people  as  much  as  possible.  No  vio- 
lence should  be  offered  to  any  of  the  inhabitants,  unless  found  ir» 
arms.  The  idea  of-exterminuting  the  tories  is  no  less  barbarous 
than  impolitic.  I  hope  you- will  exert  yourself  ta  bring  overths 
tories  to  our  interest,  and  check  the  growing  enormities  which 
prevail  among  the  v/higs,  in  plundering^  as  private  avarice  or  3. 
bloody  disposition  stimulates  them."  July  the  SOih,  the  general, 
thus  expressed  himself  to  the  same  person — "  1  am  exccedinglv" 
distressed  that  the  practice  of  plundering  still  continues  to  rage. 
If  a  check  is  not  put  to  this  fatal  practice,. the  inhabitants  will  think 
their  miseries  rather  increased  than  lessened."  WhlleGreene  re« 
mained  on  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  he  received  from  tlie  presi- 
dent of  congress,  Mr.  M'Kean,  the  followmg.  extracts  from  let^ 
ters  of  lord  G.  Germaine. — To  the  commissioners  for  restoring 
peace.  *^  March  the  7th.  Your  declaration  of  the  29th  of  De- 
cember, will,  I  trust,  be  productive  of  good  effects.  1  he  nar- 
row hraits  to  which  you  have  reduced  your  exceptions,  and  the 
generahty  of  the  assurunce  you  have  given  of  restoration  oftlie. 
former  cgnstitutions,  were,  1  doubt  not,  well  considered,  andjud 


/f;  j!^.  iT781.1  AMERICAN  RK VOLUTION.  tO^. 

cd  neccssviry  and  cxpcditriit ;  but  as  there  are  many  things  in  the 
constitutions  ot  some  of  the  colonies,  and  some  things  in  all^ 
which  the  people  have  always  wished  to  be  aitcrcd,  and  others 
xvhich  the  common  advantages  of  both  countries  require  to  be 
changed,  it  is  necessary  to  be  attentive,  that  neither  your  acts  nor 
declarations  preclude  any  disquisition  of  such  subjects,  or  prevent 
such  altcrati-ons  being  made  in  their  constitution,   as  the  people 
may  solicit  or  consent  to.'*     [lluis  it  appears  that  the  ministry 
meant  that  the  commissioners  sliould  be  so  guarded  in  their  acts 
and  declarations,  as  that  the  American  constitutions  migjit  not 
xibtain  from  the  same  stability  and  permanency.  | — To  Sir  H.Clin- 
Ion.     '*  1' eb.  the  7th.     It  gave  his  myjesty  satisfaction  to  find  you 
iiad  determined  to  replace  gen.  Leslie's  xJetachment  in  Elizabeth 
river,  by  one  under  gen.  Arnold,  with  positive-  orders  to  esta- 
i)!ish  a  permanent  post  there."     lo  Sir  H.  Clinton.     "  March 
.the  7.th,     It  is  a. pleasing,  though  at  the  same  time  a  mortifying 
:reilcetion,  v/hicli  arises  from  a  view  of  the  return  of  the  provin- 
cial forces  you  have  transmitted,  that  the  American  levies  in  the 
•icing's  service,  are  more  in  number  than  the  whole  of  the  enlist- 
ed troops  in  the  service  of  the  congress,    1  hope  in  the  course  of 
sAiQ  summer,  the  admiral  and  you  will  be  able  to  spare  a  force 
:Sufficiencto  effect  an  establishment  at  Casco  Bay,  and  reduce  that 
<:ountry  to  the  king's  obedience.     As  the  exchanges  (as  it  ap- 
pears from  Mr.  Washington's  last  letter  to  you)  will  not  be  car- 
^ried  on  further,  the  measure  of  enlisting  your  prisoiicrs  for  ser- 
vice in  the  West-Indies  sheuld  be  adopted  immediately,  and  in- 
.deed  such  has  been  the  mortality  of  the  troops  there  from  sick- 
jaess,  that  I  do  not  see  any  other  means  of  recruiting  them. — - 
The  prevalency  of  westerly  winds  these  last  two  months,  has 
^irevented  the  Warwick  and  Solebay,  with  their  convoy,  from 
.getting  further  than  Plymouth,  where  they  are  all  detained." 
The  president  wrote  in  his  letter  of  July  the   nth,  which  ac- 
companied the  above  extracts^     "  It  further  appears  from  these 
letters,  that  Arnold  has  received  bills  of  exchange  for  5000L 
-Sterling  on  London,  which  have  been  paid,  and  tlie  mowc)  in- 
vested in  the  stocks. — This  was  probably  the  certain  reward,  the 
-rest  may  have  been  eventual.    Congress  are  possessed  of  the  ori- 
->ginals."    The  following  of  May  the  22d,  is  thought  also  to  have 
i&en  sent  to  Greene  by  a  m.embcr  of  congress — •'  Congress  this 
-dav  received  a  most  afi'ectionate  andfriendly  letter  from  the  king 
-of  France.  He  gives  us  every  assurance  of  the  most  substantial 
^id,  as  far  as  his  abilities  and  the  exigencies  of  his  affairs  in  Eu- 
■iiope  will  admit. — He  speaks  in  the  most  tender  and  feeling  man- 
ner on  the  :distressing  situatioa  of  our  affairs.;  and  says,  he  wiij 

risk 
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nsk  embarrassing  his  own  aiFaiis  iii  order  to  afford  us  soQie  re# 
lief/' 

After  lord  Rawd©n*s  return   to  Charleston,   an  affair  took 
place  whicii  ha>  roused  ttie  indignation  of  tiie  Americans,  2.nd 
may  receive  a  fairer  discussion  in  some  future  period,  v/henira-^. 
partiaiity  shall  be  more  prevalent  tiian  at  present.     Ti:ie  whole 
truth,  and  nolhing  but  the  truth,  so  far  as  it  has  come  to  my 
knowledge,  shall  be  now  laid  before  you.     During  the  siege  of 
Charleston,  col.  Hayne  served  his  country  in  a  corps  of  mriitia 
liorse.     After  the  capitulation  no  alternative  was  left,  but  either 
to  abandon  his  family  and-^^perty,  or  to  surrender  to  the  con* 
querors.     He  concluded,  that  instead  of  waiting  to  be  captur- 
ed, it  would  be  both  more  safe  and  m.ore  honoraole  to  go  with- 
in the  British  lines,  and  surrender  himself  a  voluntary  prisoner. 
He  therefore  repaired  to  Charleston,  and  oiFered  to  bind  him- 
self by  the  honor  of  an  American  oiiicer,  to  do  nothing  prejudi- 
cial to  the  British  interest  till  he  should  be  exchanged.    Report* 
made  of  his  superior  abilities  and  influence,  uniformly  exerted 
in  the  American  cause,  operated  with  the  conquerors  to  refuse 
itirn  a  parole,  though  they  were  daily  accustomed  to  grant  that 
indulgence  to  other  inhabitants.     He  was  told,  that  h^  must  ei-j 
ther  become  a  British  subiectj  or  submit  to  close  confinements. 
To  be  arrested  and  detained  in  the  capital,  was  not  to  hirnsek' 
an  intolerable  evil,  but  to  abandon  his  family  both  to  the  lavag- 
es of  the  small-pox,  then  raging  in  their  neighborhood,  and  ut 
ihQ  insults  and  depredations  of  the  royalists,  was- too  much  for 
the  tender  husband  and  foiid  parent.     To  acknowledge  liimsclf 
the   subject  of  a  government  which  he  had  from  principle -i^e* 
nouaced,  was  repugnant  to  his  feelings ;  but  without  this,*  he 
was  cut  off  from  every  prospect  of  a  return  to  his  family.     In 
this  embarrassing  situation,  he  waited  oh  Dr.  Raaisay  with  a  de?' 
claration  to  the  follownng  effect — ''  If  the  British  would  grant 
iiie  the  ii«iduigence  w-hich  we,  in  the  day  of  our  power,  gave  to 
r.iclr  adherents,  of  removing  my  family  and  property,  i  wouid 
seek  an  asylum  in  the  remotest  corner  of  the  United  States,  ra* 
tiier  than  submit  to  their  government ;  but  as  they  allow  no  o- 
iher  aitern<itivethan  suboiissionorconfinement  in  the  capital^  at 
a  distance  from  my  wife  and  family,  at  a  time  when  they  me  ija 
the  most  pressing  need  of  my  presence  and  support,   I  must  for 
the  present  yield  to  the  demands  of  tlie  connuerois«     i  request 
you  to  bear  in  mind,  that,  previous  to  my  taking  this  step,  i  de- 
clare that  it  is  contrary  to  my  inclination,  and  toiced  on  aie  by 
hard  necessity,    I  never  will  bear  arms  against  my  counttyr  My 
ixew  masters  cau  require  no  service  n't  me.  but  what  is  enjoii^e^bf 
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tlie-014  militia  law  of  l^ie  province,  wLicli  substitutes  a  fine  in  lica 
ot  personal  service  ;  thai  I  will  pay  as  the  pnctf  of  my  protec- 
tion.- If  my  conduct  should  be  censured  by  my  countrymen,  I 
hcg. that  you  would  remember  this  conversation,  and  bear  witness 
for  me,  that  I  do  not  mean  to  desert  the  cause  of  America." 

In  this  state  of  perplexity,  col.  llayne  subscribed  a  declara^ 
tion  of  his  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Great-Critain,  but  not  with* 
out  expressly  objecting  to  the  clause  which  required  him  with 
Ikis  m^ms  to  mppoiH  the  royal  governmetiL  'I'he  commandant  of 
the  garrison,  brig.  gen.  Paterson,  and  James  Simpson,  esq.  in- 
t€ir>d'-4ntof  the  British  police,  assured  him  that  this  would  never 
be.  required  ;  and  added  further,  that  when  the  reguU^r  forces 
oould'  not  defend  the  country  without  the  aid  of  its  inhabitants, 
it  woukI  be  high  lime  for  the  royal  army  toquit  it.  Having  sub- 
mitted to  the  royal  government,  he  was  permitted  to  return  to 
his  family.  Notwithstar.ding  what  had  passed  at  tlie  time  of  his 
submission,  he  was  repeatedly  called  upon  to  take  arms  agains': 
his  countrymen,  and  iinaily  threatened  with  close  confinement 
in  case  of  i;  further  refusal.  This  he  considered  as  a  breach  of 
contract ;  ai'.d  it  being  no  ionger  in  the  power  of  the  British  to 
give  idmthat  protection  which  was  to  be  the  compensation  of  his 
allegiance,  he  viewed  himself  as  released  from  all  engagements 
to  their  commanders,  'i'he  inhabitants  of  his  neighborhood, 
who  had  also  revolted,  petitioned  gen.  Pickens  to  appoint  him 
to  the  command  of  their  rcgrment,  which  v»^as  done,  and  the 
appointment  accepted. 

CoL  Hayne  having  thus  resumed  his  arms,  sent  out  in  July  a 
small  party  to  reconnoitre,  which  penetrated  within  seven  miles 
c£  Charleston,  took  gen.  Williamson  prisoner,  and  retreated  to 
the  liead-quartcrs  of  the  regiment.  'I'his  was  the  same  William- 
son  who  was  an  active  ofiicer  in  the  S^n;th -Carolina  militia  from 
tiie  commencement  of  the  war  to  the  surrender  of  Charleston, 
soon  after  which  event  he  became  a  British  subject.  S-Jch  was 
the  anxiety  of  the  Bri^tish  commandant-to  rescue  Williamson,  that 
he  ordered  out  his  whole  cavalry  on  the  business.  H-ayne-fcli 
into  their  hands.  He  was  carried  to  the  capital,  and  confined 
-in  the  provost's- prison,  for  having  resumed  his  arms  after  accept- 
ing British  protection.  At  first  he  wats  promisf-td  a  trial,  and  had 
'council  prep'aredto  justify  his  conduct  bythe  ia-.rs-of  nation«c  and 
JiSages  of  wa-r;  but  this  wasfinall-y  refased,  ar.^-  he  was  ordered 
•foi- execution  by  lord  Rawdon  and  Heut.-col.  Balfour.'  'Pher^iyal 
••iieute-gov.  Bull,  and  a  great  num.bcr  o{  inhabkints  hoih  roval- 
iiih  and  Americans,  interceded  for  nis  Hfe.  The  iadit:s  of  Chailes- 
ton  genx^rally  signed  a  petition  in  his  behaif;  in  which  was  i^ 
ti-(xluccd  every  delicate  sentiment  that  w&s  likely  to  ortr^teon 
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Site  gallantry  of  officers  or  the  hiinhanity  of  men.  His  children^ 
jaccoujpanicd  by  some  near  relations  (the  mother  had  died  of  the 
small-pox)  were  presented  on  their  bended  knees,  as  humjbjff 
suitors  for  their  fatJier's  life.  Such  powerful  intercessions  \yeie 
made  in  his  favor,  as  touched  many  an  unfeeling  hearty  an<i 
drew  tears  from  many  an  hard  eye  ;  but  lord  Rawdon  and 
Ealfour  continued  firm  to  their  determination,  :, 

The  colonel  was  repeatedly  visited  by  his  friends^  and  con- 
versed on  various  subjects  with  a  becoming  fortitude.  H-e  par- 
ticularly lamented  that,  on  principles  of  retahation,  his  exec u^ 
lion  would  probably  be  an  introduction  to  the  shedding  of  much 
innocent  blood.  He  requested  those  in  '//horn  the  supreme  pow- 
er was  vested^  to  accommodate  the  mode  of  his  death  to  hiS' 
ieclmgs  as  an  officer ;  but  this  was  refused.  -On  the  last  evening. 
-of  hishfe,  he  told  a  friend,  that  he  was  no  more  alarmed  atfhc? 
thoughts  of  death  than  at  any  other  occurrence  which  was  ne* 
cessary  and  unavoidable. 

On  receiving  his  summons  on  the.  morning  of  August  the 
4th,  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  delivered  to  hi^ 
^eldest  son,  a  youth  of  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  several  pa- 
.pers  relative  to  his  case,  and  said — "  Present  these  papers  to 
iVIrs.  Edw^ards,  with  my  request  that  she  would  forward  the ra  ta 
her  brother  in  congress.  You  will  next  repair  to  the  place  of 
execution,  receive  my  body,  and  see  it  decently  interred  among 
my  forefathers."  They  took  a  final  leave.  The  coioners  arms 
were  pinioned,  and  a  guard  placed  round  his  person.  The  pro-* 
cession  began  from  the  Exchange  in  the  forenoon.  The  streets 
were  crowded  with  thousands  of  anxious  spectators.  He  walk* 
ed  to  the  place  of  execution  with  such  decent  firmness,  compos 
sure  and  dignity,  as  to  awaken  the  compassion  of  many,  and 
command  respect  from  all.  When  the  city  barrier  v^as  past, 
and  the  instrument  of  his  catastrophe  appeared  in  full  view,  a. 
faithful  friend  by  his  side,  observed  to  him,  that  he  hoped  he 
would  exhibit  an  example  of  the  manner  in  Vvhich  an  Am.erican 
can  die.  He  answered  with  the  utmost  tranquihty — '"I  will 
endeavor  to  do  so."  He  ascended  the  cart  with  a  firm  step  and? 
jserene  aspect.  He  enquired  of  the  executioner,  who  was  raak-» 
-ing  an  attempt  to  get  up  to  pull  the  cap  over  his  eyes,  what  hei 
wanted.  On  being  informed,  the  colonel  replied—^"  1  wiilsav^ 
you  the  trouble,"  and  pulled  the  cap  over  hiinself.  He  was  af» 
terward  asked  whether  he  wished  to  say  any  thing,  to  whick 
he  answered — *' I  will  only  take  leave  of  my  friends,  and  be 
ready."  He  then  affectionately  shook  hands  with  three  geiw 
tlemen,  recommending  his  children  lo  their  care,  and  gave  the 
fiitraal  io':  the  cart  to  move. 

Thus 
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i'hus  fell  col.  Isaac  Haync  In  the  bloom  of  life,  furnishing  tliut 
example  in  death,  which  cxtortCi"!  a  confession  from  his  enemies^ 
that  though  he  did  not  die  in  ag-ood  cause,  he  must  at  least  have 
acted  from  a  persuasion  of  its  being  30. "•^■^  The  world  will  judge 
wiiethcr  his  d^rath  was  strictly  according  to  lav/;  and  it"  so,  whe- 
ther th.c  legality  was  not  of  that  kind  to  which  the  maxim  is  to  be 
applied — sunnnumjus  sum  ma  injuriu. 

The  operations  in  Virginia  shall  now  be  related. 

The  junction  of  gen.  Phillips's  force  to  gen.  Arnold  at  Ports- 
moiith,  greatly  increased  their  power  of  distressing  the  state, 
Wiiich  tiiey  failed  not  to  improve  as  far  as  possible,  in  April* 
the  troops  to  the  amount  ot  about  2500^  cmbavk&d  and  proceed- 
ed to  Jamcs-rivcr.  By  the  2Kh  they  ran. up  to  City  Point,  be-: 
low  Petersburgh,  wliere  baron  de  Steuben  was  with  a  numbet 
of  militia.  Their  whole  force  landed  at  six  in  the  evening,  and 
the  next  day  marched  at  ten  in  the  morning.  The  baron  Vv^aa 
fully  convinced  that  Petersburgh  was  their  lirst  object^  Having^' 
been  obliged  to  send  away  large  detachments,  he  had.  aotm.ore 
than  1000  men  to  oppose  their  advance.  He  had.  m.any  r^easons- 
against  risking  a  total  defeat,  the  loss  of  arms  was  aprincip^.l  one  ;.. 
€n  the  other  hand;  to  retire  without  some  show  of  resistance^ 
would  intimidate  the  inhabitants,  and  encourage  the  British  to- 
farther  incursions.  He  therefore  determined  to  do  what  he  could 
without  hazarding  too  much.  He  made  choice  of  BUuiford  (a^ 
feouta  mile  distant)  for  the  place  of  defence,  and  a  neighboring 
bridge  iov  a  retreat.  The  Americans  passed  the  night  under 
arms.  Toward  noon  of  the  2.5th. tlie  British  came  in  s-igbt,  form-- 
ed,  and  extended  their  Jine  to  their  left.  It  v/as  near  three  o'- 
clock before  the  firing  commenced,  which  continued  from' post 
to  post  till  past  live,  when  the  superiority  of  the  enemy,  and. 
want  of  ammunition,  obliged  the  baron  to  order  a  retreat,  and  the 
bridge  to  be  taken  up,  which  were  executed  with  great  regula- 
rity, notwithstanding  the  fire  of  the  British  cannon  and  musket- 
fy.  The  Americans  disputed  the  ground  inch  by  inch,  and  ex- 
ecuted their  manceuvres  with  much  exactness.-  'i'he  baron  retii- 
ed  to  Chesterheld  court-house,  ten  miles  from  Petersburgh.  ilie- 
Hext  day  the  British  destroyed  at  Petersburgh  400  hogsheads  of. 
tobacco,  a  sliip,  and  a  nun^ber  of  small  vessels. .  On  the  27th  Ar- 
nold marched  to  Osborn's,  four  miles  above  whicii. place  the- Vir- 
ginians had  a  considerable  marine  force  witli  which  they  meani 
to^ippose  him.  Arnold- sent  a  fiig  to  treat  with  the  command-. 
er,  who  declared  that  he  vv^ould  defend  his  fleet  to  the  last  Ar- 
nold advanced  with  some  artillery,  and  at  length  overpowered- 
biiiL     The  seamen  took  to  their  boats  and  escaped,,  bijt  not  bc^^ 

■  *  Dr.  Ranaray's  Hinory,  Vol.  II.  p.  a77'-'i34. 

lore 
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fore  they  had  scuttled  and  set  fire  to  s^-eral  of  their  ships.     The 
mihtia  were  driven  from  the  opposite  shore.     Two  ships  and  ten 
smaller  vessels  loaded  with  tobacco,  cordage,  flour,  and  other 
articles,  fell  into  Arnold's  hynds.     Four  ships,  five  brigantines, 
and  a  number  of  small  vessels,  were  either  burnt  or  sunk.     The 
vv-hole  quantity  of  tobacco  taken  or  destroyed  in  this  fiect,  e"x« 
ceeded  2000  hogsheads.     The  British  by  the  30th  reached  I^aii- 
chester,  where  they  destroyed  1200  hogsheads  of  tobacco  ;t% 
marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  his  troops,  who  arrived  at  Ricli- 
niond  on.  the  opposite  side  the  preceding  evening,  being  specta- 
tors of  the  contiaq;ration.     The  royal  army  on  their  return  made 
great  havock  at  VVarwick.     Beside  the  ships  on  the  stocks  and 
in  the  river,  a  large  range  of  rope-walks,  a  magazine  of  flour, 
a  number  of  warehouses  containing  tobacco  and  oihercomraodi-' 
ties,  tan-houses  full  of  hides  and  bark,  and  several  fine  mills, 
were  destroyed  or  consumed  in  one  general  conflagration.     The 
army  then  returned  to  the  shipping,  and  the  whole  fell  dpwij 
toward  the  mouth  of  the  river.     While  this  force  was  si;fliclci|| 
for  destroying  every  species  of  property  to  an  almost  incredible 
amount,  and  for  accumulating  a  great  deal  of  spoil  for  the  par- 
ties commanding  it,  the  main  purpose  was  not  ansv/ere-d  ;  it  w0 
incapable  of  bringing  matters  to  any  decisive  conclusion.     Her^ 
and  in  the  Carolinas,  the  veteran  battalions  were  worn  dowii 
and  consumed,  without  producing  any  permanent  advantage,     ', 
The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  been  mentioned  as  present  jgt 
"Virginia.     When  he  had  marched  back  to  the  head  of  Elk,  lv> 
received  an  order  from  gen.  Washington  to  go  on  to  Virginia^ 
that  he  might  oppose  gen.  Phillips.     His  troops  were  in  wanf^ 
almost  every  thing,  however  they  proceeded  to,  and  arrived  at 
Baltimore  on  the  nth  of  April.     Here  he  was  under  the  greatest 
embarrassment  for  want  of  shoes,  there  not  being  a  pair  in  his 
whole  command.     But  the  love  and  confidence  he  had  eMCitcd, 
enabled  him  to  borrow  of  the  merchants  two  thousand  guineas 
upon  his  own  credit,  with  which  he  procured  such  necessaries, as 
were  wanting  for  the  forwarding  of  his  detachment.     The  mar- 
quis, being  jealous  that  Richmond  v/as  Phillips's  object,  made  j 
forced  march  of  200  miles,  and  arrived  at  that  place  the  evening 
before  the  latter  reached  Manchester.     During  the  nighty  whicii 
was  spent  in  making  dispositions  of  defence,  the  marquis  W3^, 
joined  by  some  militia  under  baron  Steuben.     His  presence  witJi^ 
such  a  body  of  troops  secured  Richmond  from  the  hostile  attacl^ 
of  the  British,  and  saved  the  military  stores  with  whirhitwa? 
then  filled.  The  marquis,  with  a  very  inferior  force,  kept  oh  the 
er,  and  acted  so  entirely  on  the  defensive, 


^orth  side  of  James-river, 


and 
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aritTatthesarncUinc  niudcso  JLidlcIousachoire  of  post«t,and  show- 
C'J  such  vigor  and  desiiiii  in  his  movcaicnls,  as  prevented  any 
advantage  being  tj:ken  of  bis  weakness.  Upon  the  falling  dowii 
of  the  Brilisli  forces  tu  the  nioulh  of  the  river,  with  a  view  of 
collectiiTg  contributions  at  Willianisburgb,  and  in  the  neigiibor- 
5>uod,  fltc  marquis  discovered  ro  small  activity  in  C(;unteracting 
them.  Oil  their  sudden  return  up  Janics-river,  he  conceived  their 
object  lo  be  tlie  iorming  a.  junction  v;itii  lord  Cornwailis,  of 
whose  niMrching  through  North-Carolina  he  h:id  received  some 
faint  intclligenct.'.  He  therefore  made  a  rapid  movement,  that 
be  might  get  before  tlicni  to  Petersburg!:  ;  but  was  foiled  in  his 
<ksign,  througli  the  vigilance  ni'  the  British  commandeis.  The 
last  act  of  gen.  Phillips  was  the  takii;ig  possession  o.£  this  place  lato 
In  the  night  of  May  the  9ih  :  on  the  j  oth  he  died. 

Lord  Cornwailis  after  tlie  action  .vvitJi  Greene  near  Guiifoi-cJ 
court-house,  crossing  Deep-river,  nKirchcd  for  VVilniington,  and 
aiTived  in  the  neighborhood  on  the  i7Xh  of  AprlL  He  concluded 
upon  niaiching  to  Virginia,  ajid  endeavoring  a  junction  witJi 
Pi;i!lips.  The  troops  were  now  to  encourucr  a  new  march  of  30O 
iiiiles  J.  while  so  destitute  of  necessaries,  that  the  cavalry  might  be 
said  to  want  every  tiling,  and  the  infantry  everything  but  shoes. 
Neither  were  irt  any  suitable  condition  to  move,  even  the  dav 
before  marching.  His  lordship  provided  for  every  possible  con-* 
tingcncy  as  far  as  in  his  power  ;.  and  then  began  his  march  on 
>hc  25lh  of  April.  He  arrived  at  Petersbiirgh  on  the  '2ath  of 
May.  Here  lie  received  the  unvvclcoare  news  of  Philiips'  death  ; 
feut  had  the  ecnsolation  of  meeting  with  a  fresh  reinforcement  of 
afcuut  1 800  men,  whom  iiir  Henry  Clinton  had  sent  to  support  the? 
wai  with  vigor.  Lord  Cornwailis,  on  taking  the  comm/and,  feit' 
hhimeif  so  superior  to  the  American  force,  tiiat  he  exulted  in  the 
prospect  of  success ;  and  despising  the  youth  of  his  opponent,  un- 
g'uardedly  wrote  to  Great-Britain — ''  the  bou  cannot  escape  me.'*''—^ 
'i  he  maruuis's  litile  army  consisted  of  iuao  continentals,  2000 
wiiJitia,  aud  60  dragoons.  Cornwailis  proceeded  from  Peteisburgh 
to  Janie;:^  river,  v/hich  he  crossed  in  order  to  dislodge  layette 
from  Richmond;  it  was  evacuated  on  the  27Lh.  His  lordship 
then  marched  through  Hanover  county,  v^\m\  crossed  the  vSoutli 
i\nna-river.  Fayetic  constantiv  following  bi«  motions,  but  at  a 
guarded  distance  in  every  part  of  his  progress.  His  lonlship  at  one 
time  planned  the  surprisal  of  the  marquis,  while  on  the  same  side 
of  James-rlvcr  with  himself;  but  was  diverted  from  his  intention 
by.  a  spy,  wiiom  Fayette  h  id  sent  into  his  camp.  'Ilic  marquis 
w^s  very  desiroas  of  obtaining  full  intelligence  concerning  iiis 
lordship:    and  coaciudcd    upon    prevailing,    if  possible,    upon 

Vol.  in,  B  b  one 


-^03  The    history    of  Tiis^  fA,  B.  jn%. 

©ne  Charles  (generally  called  Charly)  Morgan,  a  Jersey  solJiei^ 
of  whom  he  had  entertained  a  favorable  opinion,  to  turn  deserter^ 
and  go  over  to  the  British  army,  in  order  to  his  executing  the  bu- 
siness of  a  spy  more  effectually.  Charly  was  sent  for,  and  agreed 
to  undertake  the  hazardous  employ  ;  but  insisted,,  that  in  case  he 
should  be  discovered  and  hanged,  the  marquis,  to  secure  hisrcputa- 
lion,  should  have  it  inserted  in  the  Jersey  paper,  that  he  was  sent 
upon  the  service  by  his  commander.  Charly  deserted,  and  vvheri 
he  had  reached  the  royal  army,  was  carried  before  his  lordships 
who  inquired  into  the  reason  of  his  deserting,  and  received  for  an- 
swer— *'  I  have  been,  my  lord,  with  the  American  army  from 
the  beginning,and  while  under  gen.  Washington  was  satisfied ;  but 
being  put  under  a  Frenchman,  1  do  not  like  it,  and  have  left  the 
selvice."  His  lordsiiip  commended  and  rewarded  his  conduct*. 
Charly  was  very  diligent  in  the  discharge  of  his  military  duty, 
and  was  not  in  the  least  suspected  ;  but  at  the  same  time  carefuh- 
iy  observed  all  that  passedo.  One  day  while  on  particular  duty, 
with  his  comrades,  Cornwallis,  in  close  conversation  with  some 
•Oiiicers,  called  Charly  to  him.,  and  said — ^'  How  longtime  will  it 
take  the  marquis  to  cross  James-river  r"  Charly  paused  a  moment, 
and  answered — "  Three  hours,  niy  Icrd."  His  lordship  exclaimed: 
■ — *'  Three  hours  !  why  it  will  take  three  days/'  "  No,  my  lord,'* 
said  Charly,  "the  marquis  has  so  many  boats,  and  each  boat  will 
carry  so  many  men-  If  your  lordship  will  be  at  the  trouble  o!" 
calculating,  you  will  find  he cancross in  three  hours,"  His  lord''.^ 
ship  turned  to  the  officers,  and  in  the  hearing  of  Charly  remark- 
ed— "  The  scheme  will  not  do"  Charly  concluded  this  was  the 
moment  for  his  returning  to  the  marquis.  He,  as  soon  as  possibl<?^ 
plied  his  comrades  with  grog,^  till  tiiey  were  well  warmed,  and 
then  opened  his  masked  batteryo.  He  complained  of  the  wants  that 
prevailed  in  the  British  camp, commended  the  supplies  with  which, 
the  American  abounded,  expressed  his  inclination  to  return,  and 
then  asked—"  What  say  you,  will  you  go  with  me  ?"  They 
agreed.  It  was  left  with  him  to  manage  as  to  the  sentries.  To 
the  lirst  he  offered,  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  the  taking  a. 
(draught  of  rum  out  of  his  canteew.     While  the  fellow  was  dridk- 

*  A  mixture  of  rum  and  water,  which  gawd  its  name  in  the  following  way. 
When  admiral  Vernon  commanded  in  the  Weft- Indies,  to  prcferve  the  health 
and  lives  of  the  failors,  he  ordered  their  allowance  of  rum  to  be  mixed  with  a* 
proper  quantity  of  water,  and  the  liquor  to  be  put  Uf'On  deck  for  their  ufe.  The  *^ 
failors  refented  the  alteration  ;  but  the  resolution  of  the  admiral  obliged  th^t?! 
to  drink  the  mixture  or  go  without.  It  fo  happened  that  he  generally  wore  on 
bosrd  an  old  grograra  coat;  the  failors  took  occafioa  from  tbeacc  to  fiiledus^ 
saixturc  that  was  impofcd  upon  them-^-Grog.  -  •-■^<^ 
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irg,  Chaily  scciircJ  his  arms,  and  then  proposed  his  deserting 
rvith  them,  ta  which  he  cunscnted  lluough  nc(  cssity.  The  sc* 
•cond  was  served  in  Hkc  manner.  Cliarly  Murp;an,  by  his  manage-- 
Kieiit,  carried  off  seven  deserters  with  him.  When  he  had  reach- 
ed the  American  army,  and  was  brought  to  head-quarters,  the 
jnar([uis  upon  seeing  him  cried  out,  ''  I  la  1  Chady,  are  you  got 
feack.  ?  "  *'  Yes  and  please  your  excellency,  and  have  brought  se- 
v^n  more  withmc/'  was  the  answer.  When  Charly  liad  related 
the  reason  of  his  returning,  and  the  observations  he  had  made,  i\\Q 
Hian^uis  oifered'him  money  \  but  he  declined  accepting  it,  and  on- 
iy  desired  to  have  his  gun  again.  The  marquis  then  proposed  to- 
f})romote  him  to  the  rank  of  a  corporal  or  sergeant.  To  this 
Morgan  replied — "  I  will  not  have  any  porniotion,  I  have  abi- 
lities for  a  common  soldier,  and  have  a  good  character;  should  I 
be  promoted,  my  abilities  may  not  answer,  and  1  may  lose  my 
character."  He  however  nobly  requested  for  his  fellow-solcliers, 
who  were  not  so  well  supplied,  v/ith  shoes,  stockings^  and  cJoth- 
iflg  as  himself,  that  the  marquis  would  promise  Uy  do  what  he 
could  to  relieve  their  distresses,  which  he  easily  obtained. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  meeting  with  a  plentiful  supply  oflinc  hor- 
ses in  the  stables  of  private  gentlemen,  mounted  a  considerable 
body  of  troops.     Colonels  Tarleton  and  Simcoe  were  dispatched 
from  the  South-Anna  with  separate  detachments  to  scour  the  in- 
terior country,     I'hey  penetrated  into  the  recesses,  which  had 
feeen  hitherto  free  from  spoilers,  and  might  h.ave  done  consider- 
able more  mischief  to  the  inhabitants.     They  destroyed  a  num* 
-ber  of  arms  under  repair,  some  cannon,  a  quantity  of  gunpov/der, 
«alt,  harness,  and  other  matters,  designed  for,  or  capable  of  being 
apphed  to  military  services.     Had  their  destructive  operations  of 
this  nature  been  ever  so  cxmsiderable,  instead  of  trifling,  they 
must  have  escaped  all  censure,  and  the  Americans  would  have 
had  no  just  ground  of  complaint  j  but  it  was  othervrise  i:i  vari- 
ous instances.     Baron  Steuben,  who  was  at  the  Point  of  Fork 
with  500  regulars  of  the  Virginia  new  levies  and  a  few  mih'tia^: 
retired  upon  the  approach  of  Simcoe,     He  had  been  separated 
from  the  marquis,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  Greene  for 
the  baron  to  come  and  join  him.     The  baron  had  proceeded  to 
the  borders  of  Nortii-Carolina,     This  left  the  marquis  so  weak, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  fall  back  as  Cornwallis  advanced,  till  he 
should  be  reinforced*     His  lordship's  march  to  Virginia  made  the 
revocation  of  Greene's  order  necessary.     1  arleton  penetrated, 
^y  a  forced  march,  as  far  as  Cliarlotte-villc,  and  had  nearly  sur- 
j>rised  and  taken  the  whole  assembly  of  Virginia  prisoners.  They" 
iad  removed  from  Richmond  to  Charlotte'-viUe  to  be  out  of  the 
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way  of  Cornwallis  ;  and  received  information  of  Tarleton's  a^ 
proach  but  just  time  enough  to  escape  his  legion.  They  notir 
crossed  the  moantains  and  convened  at  Stanton.  The  British - 
convention  prisoners  bad  been  early  marched iromChai-k)tt6**- 
viJIe  toward  Pennsylvania.  .^'"^^ 

Lord  Cornwallis  not  having  any  innmediate  occasion  for  gen. 
Arnold,  dispensed  with  his  absence  ;  so  that  he  returned  to  New- 
York  about  the  beginning  of  June.     Kis  lordship  finding  it  im- 
possible to  force  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  to  an  action,  endea- 
vored to  prevent  his  junction  with  Wayne,  who  had  been  order- 
ed by  gene  Washington  to  march  from  the  northward  with  the 
Pennsylvania  hne,  amounting  to  800,  with  a  view  to  that  event* 
It  was  effected  without  loss  at  Racoon-ford  on  the  7th  of  June.- 
But  while  this  junction  was  making,  his  lordship  obtained  an  o- 
pening  for  placing  himself  between  the  marquis  and  his  stores* 
Tiie  stores,  which  were  an  object  widi  both  armies,  had  been  re- 
moved from  Richmond  to  Albemarle  old  court4iouse  above^the^ 
Point  of  Fork.     His  lordship  was  so  far  advanced,  as  that  withia. 
the  course  of  two  davs  he  must  have  gained  possession  of  them. 
At  the  same  moment  he  found  that  the  marquis,  by  an  unexpect- 
ed and  rapid  march,  was  within  a  i^w  miles  of  his  army^    /Tbi* 
at  first  might  be  matter  of  joy  to  him,  as  he  saw  no  practicabkr- 
way  for  the  marquis  to  get  between  him  and  the  stores,  butby:- 
a  road,  in  passing  which  the  Americans  m.ight  be  attacked,  to '. 
great  advantage.     However,  contrary  to  his  lordship^s-  expeda-t;: 
lion  the  marquis  discovered  a  nearer  road  to  Albemarle,     It  bad- 
been  long  disused,  and  therefore  was  much  embarrassed.  Fa.yetCe- 
had  it  opened  in  the  night,  and  to  the  astonishment  of  Corn vvabfj 
lis,  fixed  himself  the  next  day  in  a  strong  position  between  tiie - 
British  army  and  the  American  stores.  3jl: 

His  lordship  now  commenced  a  retrograde  movemeotj  anxJiafef 
two  nights  marches  measured  back  upward  of  50  miles.     He  was; 
accompanied  with  his  detachment,  under  Tarleton  and  Simcoe. 
By  about  the   nth  of  June  he  entered  Richmond,  the  marquis 
pressing  hard  after  him.     On  the  18th  the  British  moved  towarcL 
the  Americans,  seemingly  whh  the  design  of  striking  a  detached-. 
corps.  But  upon  the  marching  of  the  light-infantry  and  Fejinsyp. 
vanians  they  returned  into  the  town.  The  next  day  the  marnuisr; 
•was  joined  by  ISteuben's  troops ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  20\kL- 
Richmond  was  evacuated.     His  lordship,  under  an  apprehensitm-; 
that  the  marquis  was  much  stronger  than  was  really  tlie  caiie,  he&^t* 
tened  to  Wiiliamsburgh,  where  he  occupied  a  strong  post,  wa«i» 
under  the  protection  of  his  shipping,  and  received  a  reinforce- 
jsnent  from  Portsmouth.  On  the  26lh  of  June,  the  day  after  the 

main 
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main  body  ofthc  British  army  arrived  at  Williaiusbiirgfi,  their 
2>ear  was  att?.ckcd  within  six  miles  of  the  place  by  an  American 
iight  corps  under  col.  Butler,  and  had  33  killed  and  wounded* 
According  to  a  priv-tc  letter  of  Fayette  to  the  president  oF  con- 
gress, his  own  troops  at  this  period  consisted  only  ot  1500  regu- 
lars, 400  new  levies,  and  about  2000  mihtia,  in  all  3900,  while 
Cornwallis's  amounted  to  4000  regulars,  800  of  whom  were 
mounted. 

In  the  course  of  these  movements,  beside  articles  similar  to 
those  already  specified,  tlie  British  destroyed  above  2000  hogs- 
l>cads  of  tobacco,  with  some  brass  and  a  number  of  iron  oid- 
nance.  But  they  were  joined  by  no  great  number  of  inhabitants, 
ajid  scarcely  by  any  of  the  native  Virginians.  Lord  Cornvvallis, 
ill  his  marches  from  Charleston  to  Camden,  from  Camden  to 
the  Dan  river,  froni  the  Dan  through  North-Carolina  to  Wil- 
mington, from  Wilmington  to  Richmond,  and  from  Richmond 
to.Wiliiamsburgh,  made  a  route  of  more  than  1100  miles,  with- 
out computing  deviations. 

The  marquis  dc  la  l^'ayette  kept  with  his  body  about  18  or  20 
miles  distant  Ivom  lord  Cornwallis,  v/hile  his  advanced  corps  was 
within  10  or  12,  with  an  intention  of  insulting  the  British  rear 
guard  when  tliey  should  pass  James-river.  His  lordship  evacuat- 
ed Williumeburgh  on  the  4th  of  July.  On  the  (3th  at  noon  he 
received  intelligence  that  the  Americans  were  approaching.  Per- 
suaded they  would  not  venture  an  attack,  except  under  the  im- 
pression, that  only  a  rear  guard  was  left  on  that  side  of  the  river, 
he  used  all  proper  means  to  encourage  that  opinion  of  his  weak- 
ness. Gen.  Wayne  relying  upon  the  assurances  of  a  countryman, 
that  the  main  body  had  crossed,  pushed  forward  with  800  men, 
chiefly  Pennsylvanians  and  some  hght-infantry,  and  to  his  surprise 
discovered  the  British  army  drav.'n  up  ready  to  receive  him  a- 
bout  sun-set.  He  instantly  conceived  that  the  only  mode  of  ex- 
tricating himself  from  his  perilous  situation,  was  by  boldly  attack* 
ing  and  engaging  them  for  a  while,  and  then  retreating  with  the 
utmost  expedition.  He  pressed  on  with  the  greatest  intrepidity. 
His  whole  force  with  which  he  began  to  cr.gage  the  British,  at 
no  greater  distance  than  25  yards,  did  not  exceed  500  men,  all 
Pennsylvanians.*  After  behaving  with  heroic  bravery  for  a 
time,  they  faced  about,  and  leaving  their  cannon  bcliind,  hur- 
ried oiF  the  field  in  liaste  tovrard  Sv)me  light-infantry  battalions, 
that  by  a  most  rapid  move  had  arrived  within  about  half  a  mile 
of  them.     Lord  Cn-nwallis  would  admit  of  no  pursuit,  for  he 

*  Gen»  Wayne's  letter  to  gec»  Greene* 

con- 
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tonjcctured,  f^•om  the  stra-ngeness  of  circunis'ances,  that  fl-rif 
whole  was  a  scheme  of  Fayette  to  drav/  huii  into  an  ambuscade. 
The  .British  passed  the  river  at  night  and  retired  to  Portsm-outh': 
and  the  marquis  chose  that  nior-ient  for  resting  the  Aiiiericaji 
troops,  -''  ■'-: 

However  we  shall  not -quit  Virginia  without  nnentianing,  tli'^t 
early  in  the  spring  a  British  frigate  went  up  to  the  Patomak  tiit&. 
landed  a  party  of  men,  who  set  fire  to  and  destroyed  ?rorne 
gentlerr.en'3  houses  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  liver,  in  sight 
of  Mount  Vernon,  gen.  Washington's  scat.  The  captain  sent 
to  Mr.  Lund  Vv^'ashington,  (who  supplied  the  place  of  a  steward)* 
and  demanded  a  quantity  of  provisions,  v/ith  which  he  w::3  fiif- 
iiished,  to  prevent  worse  consequences.  This  corapliancedid  not 
ineet  with  the  general's  approbation  ;  and  in  a  letter  of  Apili 
the  30th,  he  expressed  to  Mr.  Lund  Washington  his  uneasines& 
st  his  having  gone  on  board  the  frigate  and  furnished  provisions^ 
and  said,  "  1  hat  he  would  rather  it  had  been  left  to  the  enre'^ 
my  to  take  what  they  would  by  force,  though  at  the  risk  of 
burning  his  house  and  property." 

We  now  proceed  to  the  department  under  gen,  Washin^gton^^s^ 
immediate  command*  -  >-t 

A  publication  in  the  New- York  paper  about  tb^e  mortth  of  it- 
pril,  excited  the  general  to  write  to  a  particular  friend—*'  Ri- 
vington,  or  the  inspector  of  his  gazette,  published  a  letter  frorfi 
2iie  to  gov.  Hancock,  and  his  answer,  which  never  had  an  'exist-* 
ence  but  in  the  gazette.  The  enemy  fabricated  a  number  of  let- 
ters forme  formerly,  as  is  well  known."  The  following  extracts 
from  his  genuine  letters  will  give  you  the  best  account  of  the  jtaii. 
ticulars  to  wdiich  the  same  relate,  *'  May  the  1st.  I  had  strain- 
ed impress  by  miUtary  force  to  that  length,  I  trembled  for  the 
consequences  of  the  execution  of  every  warrant  which  I  had. 
granted  for  the  purpose,  so  much  are  the  people  irritated  by  the 
frequent  calls  which  have  been  made  upon  them  in  that  way. ^' 
*'The  8th.  Distressed  beyond  expression  at  the  present  situation 
and  future  prospect  of  the  army  with  regard  to  provision,  unle&^ 
an  immediate  and  regular  supply  can  be  obtained,  1  have  detet- 
mined  to  make  one  great  effort  more,  by  representations  and  re- 
quisitions to  the  New-England  states." — "  The  10th.  From  xhb 
posts  of  Saratoga  to  that  of  Dobb's  ferry  inclusive,  I  behevfe 
there  is  not  (by  the  reports  and  returns  I  have  received)  at  this 
moment  on  hand  one  day's  supply  of  meat  for  the  army." — "The 
Hth.  lam  sending  gen.  Hath  purposely  to  .the  eastern  states 
to  represent  our  distresses,  and  fix  a  plan  for  our  regular  supply 
for  the  fut'.;re."^  Three  days  before,  the  general  wrote  to  go^. 

Livin^-> 
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Livingston — "  Intelligence  has  been  sent  mc  by  a  gcntlcm:<ai 
wiio  lins  an  opportunity  of  kiiowing  vvliat  passes  among  the  en<.v 
my,  tliatfuui  parties  liud  been  sent  out  with  orders  to  take  or  as- 
sassinate your  cxeclleney,  governor  Clinton,  me,  and  a  fourth 
person,  name  unknown."  'i'iic  general,  nt  llic  same  time,  did 
not  believe  thatthe  enemy  had  any  design  ofiissassinating,  though 
dcelared  by  one  who  said  he  was  engaged.  The  representation 
made  to  the  Massachusetts  general  court,  of  the  army  distresses,, 
put  them  upon  tliose  exertions  that  were  beneficial^  though  in- 
sufficient. On  the  14.th  of  May,  Washington  was  pained  with 
a;i  account,  that  col.  Greene,  who  lay  near  Croton-river  with  a 
tietacliment  of  the  army,  had.  been  surprised. in  the  morningabout 
.sun-rise,  by  a  party  of'  Delanccy's  corps,  consisting  of  lOO-ca- 
yatiy  and  about  200  infantry.  They  came  liist  to  the  colonel 
and  major  Flagg's  quarters.  Tlie  major  was  killed  in  bed,  and 
the  colonel  badly  wounded.  /I'hey  attempted  carrying  him  oiF^ 
Wt  finding  that  he  could  not  march  fast  enough,  they  murder- 
ed'him.  His  death  is  much  regretted.  His  bravery  was  seea 
and  felt  in  the  defence  of  Red-Bank,  against  count  Donop.. 

Monsieur  de  Barras,  appointed  to  the  command. of  tiie  Frencli 
squadron  at  Newport,  arrived  at  Boston  in  the  Concord. frigate,  oix 
the  6tli  of  May.  He  brought  with  hiiii  dispatches  for  the  counC 
de  Rochambeau,  which  being  notified  to  Washington,  he,  wiili- 
g.encrals  Knox  and  du  Portal,  set  ofi'  for  W^eathersfield,  three  (f^"] 
laiies  from  Hartford,  where  they  met  the  count  de  Rochambcaur 
and  the.  chevaikr  Chastellux  on  the  21st.  At  this  interview^  .af- 
ter combining  all  present  circumstances  and  future  prospecJ.s-,  the 
plan  proposed  the  iast  year  at  Hartford,  of  attacking  New-York^ 
was  adopted.  The  object  was  considered  of  greater  magnitudcr 
and  more  within  their  reach  than  any  other.  The  weakness  of 
ihe  garrison  of  New-York,  its  central  position  for  drawing  toge- 
ther, mii-n  and  supplies,  and.  the  spurwTiichan  attempt  against 
ti'iat  j?Iace  would  gu  e  to  every  exertion,  were  among  the  re^socss 
^;:liich  prompted  to  the  undertaking,  and  promised  success,  unless 
tbe  enemy  should  call  a  considerable  part  of  their  force  from  the 
southward.  The  French  troops  were  to  march  toward  the  N.oith- 
River,  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit,  leaving  about  20O 
men  at  Providence,  with  the  heavy  stores  and  baggage,  and  50© 
jiiiiitia  upon  Rhode-Island,  to  secure  the  works.  On  the  24th., 
betters  were  addressed  to  the  executive  power  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Jersey,  requiring  among^ 
«i)ther  things,  niiiitia  to  the  amount  of  6200.  \\ashington  en- 
forced the  requisition  with  "Our  allies  in  this  country  ejcpect 
^ad  depcr^d   npon  being  supported  by  us  in  the  attempt  y-c  -axg 
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3Lbout  to  make ;  and  those  h\  Europe  wiil  be  astonished  should  we 
neglect  the  favorable  opportunity  which  is  now  offered."  The 
general  returned  to  his  head-quarters  on  the  26th.  The  next 
day  he  forwarded  this  information  to  the  proper  persons—**  Oil 
the  calculations  1  have  been  able  to  form,  in  concert  with  some 
of  the  most  experienced  French  and  xVmerican  officers,  the  ope- 
ration in  view  will  require,  in  addition  to  the  French  army,  all 
the  continental  battalions  from  New-Hampshire  to  New-Jersey 
to  be  completed."  He  added  afterward  *'  As  we  cannot  count 
upon  the  battalions  being  full,  and  as  a  body  of  militia  will 
moreover  be  necessary,  I  have  called  upon  the  several  states  to 
hold  certain  numbers  in  readiness  to  move  within  a  week  of  the 
time  I  may  require  them." 

The  British  adjutant-general  employed  one  lieutenant  James 
Moody,  in  attempting  to  intercept  Washington's  dispatches.  He 
succeeded  repeatedly,  though  his  escapes  were  narrow.  He 
was  urged  to  renew  thie  service  after  the  interview  between  Wash- 
ington and  Rochambeau  had  taken  place;  accordingly,  way- 
laying the  mail  some  days  in  the  Jerseys,  the  opportunity  otFered 
for  his  taking  and  conveying  to  New-York  that  very  bag  which 
contained  the  letters  that  were  the  object  of  the  enterprise. 

Preparations  were  now  making  for  the  Amencan  array's  taking 
the  iield;  and  on  the  2 1st  of  June,  they  marched  for  the  camp  at 
Peek's-kill.  On  the  1st  of  July  Washington  mentioned  in  a  letter 
« — *'From  the  12th  of  Mav  to  this  day,  we  have  received  only 
3 1 2  head  of  cattle — from  New-Hampshire  30,  Massachusetts  230 
and  Connecticut  52.  Unless  more  strenuous  exertions  are  made 
to  feed  the  few  troops  in  the  iield,  v/e  must  not  only  relinquksh 
our  intended  operation,  but  shall  disband  for  want  of  subsistence , 
or,  which  is  almost  equally  to  be  lamented,  the  troops  will  be  ob- 
liged to  seek  it  for  themselves  where  it  can  be  found."  The  next 
morning  about  three  o'clock,  the  army  marched  toward  Nevf- 
York,  with  no  baggage  but  a  blanket  and  clean  shirt  each  man, 
and  four  days  provision,  cooked.  General  Lincohi  having  taktui 
post  with  four  battalions  of  infantry  and  a  small  detachment  of 
the  guards, at  no  great  distance  from  Fort  Independence,  was  at- 
tacked on  the  3d,  by  about  1500  royal  troops.  The  body  of  the 
American  army,  whicii  was  at  hand,  marched  to  suport  him.  Lin- 
coln designed  to  draw  the  enemy  to  a  distance  from  their  strong^ 
post  at  Kmgsbridge  and  its  dependencies,  and  thereby  to  have 
given  Washington  and  the  duke  de  Lauzun,  with  the  French 
legion  and  Sheldon's  dragoons  the  opportunity  of  turning  their 
flanks.  But  it  being  apparent  that  Washington  determmed  td 
fight  at  all  events,  the  enemy  declined  i^ending  out  reinforce-- 
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cnients,  and  soon 'reLireJ  witliin  Tvingslrridgc.  The  next  clay 
.  auny  marclicci  towaid  W^iiiLc-PJciins ;  and  on  the  G'Ji  <.)i'  July, 
Ui€  van  of  the  Kicnch  troop-3  under  RothambcaL;  appeared  on  llie 
hights  about  eight  o'clock,  on  the  left  of  ilic  American;-.  On  the 
^th  the  French  encamped  near  in  a  line  with  the  Aiperican*',  \vitl\ 
their  icFt  extending  toward  the  sound.  Their  whole  llnve  con- 
sists of  more  tiian  those  who  went  from  Newport;  for  about  the 
S-ih  at  June,  there  arrived  at  Boston  a  French  50  gun  sliip,  3" 
frigates,  and  14  :ransports,  with  1-500  men.  'i'hese  marched  the 
li'l-tii  of  the  same  month  to  join  their  countrymen  under  Rocham- 
bijaa.  ...The  British  having  gained  the  proper  intelhgencc,  plan- 
ned an  6xncdi£ion,  which  would  have  been  very  prejudicial  to  tiie 
Americans  had  it  succeeded.  The  natureahd  importance  of  itmav 
l(e-4earncd  from  the  general  orders  of  July  the  I7tli.  "The 
commander  in  chief  isexceedinglypicascd  with  maj.  <^cn.  Howe, 
far^.rarclihig  with  so  much  alacrity  an(^  rapidity  to  the  defence 
i'f-|i5C^st0f.es  artr'J-arry-tow^rt,  and  repulsing  the  enemy's  shipping 
iit>i«-  tlierrce.  The  gallant  behavior  and  spirited  exertions  of 
col.  Sheldron,  €spt.  Vlurlblut,  •  of  the  '2d  regiment  of  dragoons^ 
cdEpt.  licut:  Miles  of  the  artillery,  and  lieut.  Shaylor  of  the  4tli 
Connecticnt  regiment,  previous  to  the  arrival  cf  the  troops,  in 
^^xtinig-uiihing  the  flaaues  of  the  vessels, which  had  beensetonfjres 
by.  the 'enemy,  and  rescuing  the  Xi.\hole  o£  the  ordnance  and  stoiys^ 
from  destruction,  has  the  applause  of  the  general."  On  the  21st, 
the  general  in  a  letter  to  the  French  admiral  thus  expressed  hinjl^^ 
>elf — "  ihopfi  there  v/ili  be  no  occasion  for  a  movement  to  the 
souihwai'd,  for"  want  of  force  to  aC  i:  against  New-York,  as  I  fiat- 
Xoc  myself  the  glory  of  destroying  the  British  squadron  at  New- 
York  is  reserved  for  the  king's  fleet  under  your  command,  and  that 
cfdbbe  iand  force  -at  the  same  place  for  the  allied  arms/'  At  eight 
o'ciock  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the  American  army  (er-i^ 
elusive  of  20  men  to  a  regiment)  and  part  of  the  French,  march-  . 
ed  fronitlteir  encampments,  and  continued  it  with  great  rapidi- 
ty-3iid  scarce  airy  halt  tliroug^lrthe  night.  At  four  the  next  morn- 
ing, they  were  drawn  up  inorder  of  battle,  while  Wa.shTngton'j. 
Rochamheati,  all  tlve  .gpeneral  ofRcersand  engineers  reconnoitred 
tl>e  different  positions  of  the  enemy's  works  from  ri^ht  to  . 
•'eft.  The  next  moniing  was  also  spent  in' reconnoitring.  At 
four- in  the  afternoon,  the  troops  prepared  to  march  and  return 
*'o.  the  camp.  '1  hey  arrived  at  their  old  ground  by  half  after 
^.v.elve. 

'The  states  were  ail  this  while  very  dilatory  in  sending  the  num* 
ber  of  troops  required  :  they  were  equally'  c'ulpable  as  to  the  qua- 
lity of  those  tiicy  did  send,  wiiich  occasioneua  Massachusetts  of^ 
Vol.  Hi.      '  C  c  f.cer 
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^ficer  to  write  fi  om  camp  as  follows  on  Ine  -36111—^'  A  private  cha- 
racter, who  slmuld  use  fraud  to  get  lid  of  his  engagements,  v/oulcfc 
be  considered  as  a  scoundrel ;  while  a  collective  body  do  not  blusli. 
at  transactions  for  which  an  individual  w-ould  be  kicked  out  of  so- 
ciety. Had  thcdifferent  states  hont'stlij  complied  with  the  requfw 
sitions  of  congross,  we  should  at  this  period  have  had  an  army 
in  the  iield  equal  to  any  exigence  of  service.  Flow  contrary  has 
been  their  conduct !  Of  their  recruits  wdrich  have  come  in,  to  say 
nothing  of  their  deficiency  in  point  of  number,  few  of  them  will 
be  able,  before  the  expiration  of  their  enlistments,  to  perform  the 
duties  of  a  soldier..  When  I  have  seen  boys  of  a  yard  and  an. 
half  long  paraded  for  muster,  absolutely  incapable  of  sustaining 
the  weight  of  a  soldier's  accoutrements^  and  have  been  told  that 
these  shadows  have  been  sent  as  part  of  the  states  quota^  I  have 
cursed  the  duplicity  of  my  countrymen^  and  pronounced  then:i 
unworthy  the  blessings  of  freedom.  The  army  at  large  consider- 
ed this  conduct  of  their  respective  states  as  a  vile  imposition  ;  and 
we  began  to  send  back  the  unqualified  recruits ;  but  so  proporti- 
©nably  great  was  their  number,  that  we  v/ere  obliged  to  retain- 
many,  who,  though  they  are  not  at  present,  yet  may  in  a  campaign- 
or  two  be  in  some  degree  serviceable.  This  is  no  exaggerated 
picture.  It  might,  by  a  deeper  coloring,,  be  made  a  more  strik- 
ing likeness." 

The  continental  army,  by  taking  a  position  near  New-York  and 
its  several  movements,  confirmed  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  the  belief 
of  that  intelligence  he  had  procured  by  the  interception  of  Wash- 
ington's letters,  and  led  him  to  withdraw  a  considerable  part  of 
the  troops  under  the  command  of  Cornwallis,  as  a  reinforcement 
to  his  own  garrison.  This  led  V/ashingion  to  observe  on  the  30th 
— *'  From  the  change  of  circumstances  with  which  this  vvithdrav^ 
will  be  attended,  v/e  shall  probably  entirely  change  cur  plan  of 
operations.  1  conclude  the  enemy's  capital  post  will  be  at  Ports- 
mouth.'* By  great  exertions  and  powerful  aids  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhodc-Isiand,  the  heavy  artillery,  stores,. &c.  werer 
brought  to  the  North-River  in  a  manner  beyond  his  expectation  ;, 
as  he  himself  acknowledged  on  the  2d  of  August ;  but  on  the 
same  day  he  complained — "I  am  not  stronger  at  this  advanced 
period  of  the  campaign,  than  w^hen  the  army  first  moved  from  win- 
ter quarters.  Not  a  single  man  has  joined  me,  except  176  mili- 
tia from  Connecticut,  v/ho  arrived  at  West-Point  yesterday,  and 
80  of  the  York  levies,  and  about  200  state  troops  of  Connect!^ 
cut,  both  of  v^rhich  corps  were  upon  the  lines  previous  to  leaving 
winter  cantonments."  However,in  case  the  attempt  againstNew- 
"Y^jrkmustbe  laid  aside,  he  consoled  himself  with  this  thought— 

"  The. 
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*'  The  dcti.chmcnt  kf:  in  Virginia  seems  ihe  next  object,  ant? 
*vili  be  very  practicable  should  we  obtain  a  naval  superioiity." 
it  was  very  distressing  to  iind,  that  the  states  cither  would  or 
could  noti'lll  their  continental  battalions,  or  ait'ord  the  aids  of  mi- 
litia required  hum  them.  At  length,  a  letter  from  the  Count de 
Grassc,  with  intelligence  that  his  dettination  waslixed  to  thcChes- 
apcak,  settled  the  point  by  leaving  no  alternative  ;  on  which  a 
joint  answer  from  gen.  Washington  and  Count  de  Rochambeaw 
was  sent  to  de  Grasse  on  the  nth  of  August,  to  give  him  notice 
of  their  determination  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  French  army- 
iind  as  large  a  detachment  of  the  vVmericans  as  could  be  spared 
40  the  Chtsapc^tk,  there  to  me'et  his  excellency.  The  appearance 
•of  an  attack  upon  New-York  however  was  still  continued,  and 
to  induce  the  hrmest  persuasion  of  its  being  intended,  ovens  weic 
erected  opposite  to  Staten-lsland  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rariton,  for 
the  use  of  the  French  forces.  While  this  deception  was  play- 
ing off  against  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  the  allied  army  cio^^eJ  the 
North-River  on  the  24th,  and  pushed  for  Philadelphia,,  where 
Ihey  arrived  on  the  30th,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  aftoinoon-, 
and  were  saluted  by  firing  of  guns  and  ringing  of  bells  ;  a!>.d  in 
the  evening  with  bonfires  and  illuminations.  While  the  allies 
were  marching,  the  royalists  at  New-York  were  pleasing  them- 
selves with  this  intelligence,  published  in  their  Gazette  of  Aug. 
the  25tli — *'  A  gentleman  just  arrived  from  Jersey  informs  u?*, 
that  young  Laurens  lately  passed  through  that  province  on  his  re- 
turn from  Paris,  and  has  brought  the  following  very  interesting 
intelligence,  that  THE  EMPEROR  OF  GERMANY  HAD 
DECLARED  HIMSELF  THE  ALLY  OF  GREAl'-BRI^ 
TAIN,  [all  in  large  capitals]  which  threw  the  courtof  Versailles 
into  much  confusion,  as  in  consequence  of  this  great  event,  the 
J'rench  nation  must  withdraw  all  support  from  their  now  alliea, 
the  rebels  of  this  continent ;  and  we  arc  informed  it  has,  with  ano- 
ther concuFringcircumstance,  occasioned  Mr.  Wa-shington  and  the 
,Count  de  Rochambeau  to  quit  their  '}iienachig  position  at  White- 
Plains.  We  are  also  told,  tliat  the  French  admiral  is  embarking 
all  the  sick  troops  on  board  his  squadron,  from  which  it  is  suggest- 
ed that  their  fleet  and  army  are  to  be  withdrawn  from  Rhode- 
Island,  to  strengthen  themselves  in  the  West-Lndics,  It  is  said, 
4hat  the  French  and  rebels  left  their  ground  the  day  after  Mr. 
Washington  received  the  mortifying  account  of  ihe  emperor's  al- 

Jlaiice  with  liis  old   friend  the  court  of  Great-Britain." Th^ 

j^ea^sonable  arrival  of  lieut.  col,  Laurens  at  tlie  northward-,  arad 
his  journey  through  Jersey  to  Philadelphia,  afforded  the  oppor- 
•tunity  of  fabricating  such  informalion  to  assist  in  disg-uising  the 

movement 
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iDGvemenL  of  the  ailled  army.*  On  the  4th  of  September,  Wash- 
ington wrote  to  gen.  Greene — "  The  plan  has  been  totally  chang- 
ed, occasioned  by  a  variety  of  circumstances^  two  only  need  be 
inentioned,  the  arrival  of  more  than  2000  Germans  atNew-York, 
and  a  certam  information  that  de  Grasse  would  make  his  first  ap- 
pearance in  tae  Chesapeak,. commence  his  operations  in  Virgi- 
nia, and  couid  not  continue  long  on  the  coasts.  I  am  now  ad- 
vanced to  Philadelphia  with  more  than  2000  American  infant- 
ry, a  regiment  of  artillery,  and  such  apparatus  for  a  siege  as  we 
could  command. '^ 

The  subsequent  operation  cf  the  allied  troops  must  be  related 
the  next  morning  :  only  let  me  mention  how  the  French  behav- 
ed, while  residing  at  Newport,  and  on  their  march  to  PhiUdei* 
phia.  During  their  whole  stay  at  Newport,  they  did  not  damage 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  doU 
lars.  lire  towns  people  could  walk  about  in  the  evening  and  at 
night,  with  as  much  safety  as  if  theie  were  no  troops  in  the  place- 
Oihcersof  the  first  rank  and  quality  conversed  with  traders,  mer- 
chants and  gentlemen,  whenever  the  language  ot-  either  was  e^ 
iiough  understood  to  admit  of  it,  with  the  utmost  affability.  Theii* 
eas>  manners  and  condescending  civility  endeared  them  to  the 
citi/.ens  among  whom  they  were  quartered  ;  and  produced  com- 
parisons between  them  and  the  bulk  of  British  othccrs  who  had 
hctn  befc;re  amiong  them^  no  wise  to  the  advantage  of  the  latter* 
When  the  soldieis  were  enc:ampcd  out  of  Newport,  the  cows 
grazing  in  the  adjoining  fields  v/ere  never  injured,  or  so  much  as 
milked.  They  were  rather  a  guard  than  a  nuisance. — The  voice 
of  individuals  and  of  the  people  at  large,  commended  them  £ot 
their  exemplary  behaviour.  When  th.ey  marched  thro'  the  couri^ 
try  in  their  way  to  the  American  army,  their  two  columns  ob^* 
served  uncommon  regularity  ;  and  a  gentleman  in  a  public  cha- 
racter told  mej  that  when  they  passed  through  his  town,  they 
did  not  do  more  damage  than  if  they  had  been  a  couple  of  Ame- 
rican corporals  guards.  The  same  conduct  was  practised  elsewhere- 
Every  care  was  taken  to  put  the  inhabitants  to  the  least  possible 
inconvenience:  these  weje  agreeably  surprised  at  finding  that 
such  a  number  of  men  in  arms  could  occasion  so  little  distuibancvj 
and  trouble.  They  were  welcome  guests  too,  as  they  paid  punc- 
tually for  all  they  wanted,  with  hard  money.  Kerc  let  it  be  re* 
marked,  that  the  abundance  of  hard  nioricy  which  was  brought 
into  the  United  States,  for  the  support  of  the  French  navy  ami 
srmy,- furnished  a  quantity  of  cash  that  was  extremely  useful  t^ 

*  A  leUcrto  Mr.  Jenk-nfaD,  priflicd  fer  Deb:£»t,  1781. 
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the  Americans,  and  in  a  degree  checked  f  Lo  nipirl  growth  of  their 
distresses  through  the  expiring  state  of  the  paper  currency.  The 
union  of  these  Several  parliculars,  and  the  cxpectatiun  of  further 
benefits  in  military  operations,  placed  the  Ameri-aniand  Fi^^ucii 
on  the  most  friendly  footing;-,  thougli  a  few  years  hefoie  they  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  reviling,  hating  and  fighlmg  with  each 
other. 

•  Accounts  ofiTiilitary  and  naval  operations  at  Pensacola  and 
in  the  West-Indies  having  reached  the  continent,  the  same  shall 
•'o\v  be  related. 

T>ox\  Bernardo  de  Galvez  having  extended  his  views  to  the 
tailing  of  Pensacola,  and  thereby  completing  the  conquest  of 
West-Florida,  went  to  tiie  Havan nah  to  forward  and  take  upon 
him  the  command  or  the  force  destined  for  that  service.  Soon  af- 
ter tiie  ileet  had  sailed,  it  was  nearly  ruined  by  ahiirricane.  Four 
capital  ships,  beside  others,  v/erc  lost ;  and  all  on  board  perished, 
to  the  amount  of  more  than  .2000.  The  remainder  of  the  lieet  put 
back  to  the  Havannah';  the  critical  arrival  of  four  store-ships  from 
Spain,  enabled  them  to  refit  speedily;  and  five  sail  of  the  line, 
with  smaller  vessels,  v/ere  dispatched  to  conduct  Don  Galvez, 
with  between  7  and  8000  land  forces,  on  the  expedition. — They 
arrived  before  Pensacola  on  the  9th  of  March,  and  were  follow- 
ed in  time  by  Don  Solano  with  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  the 
whole  amounting  to  15  sail  of  the  line.  The  entrance  of  the 
harbour  could  not  belong  defended  against  so  great  a  power. — 
The  passage  was  forced  ;  the  Ending  effected  ;  the  ground  broken 
and  the  siege  commenced  in  form  by  sea  and  land.  The  garri- 
f?on  was  weak;  and  composed  of  the  reinains  of  British  regi- 
ment, of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  royalists,  of  Waldeckeis, 
sailors,  marines,  inhabitants  and  negroes. 

By  the  prudent  management  of  gen.  Campbell,  there  was  not 
the  smallest  discordance  in  so  motley  a  garrison  ;  and  to  their 
praisa  they  behaved  bravely  and  patiently  through  every  part  of 
the  siege.  The  defence  was  vigorous.  In  the  first  week  of  May 
the  Spaniards  had  done  nothing  decisive  ;  and  yet  they  were  not 
slack  in  advancing  their  works.  The  fate  of  the  place  was  ine- 
vitable ;  but  the  reduction  of  it  would  have  cost  them  considera- 
bly more  time  and  trouble,  if  an  accident  had  not  frustrated  the 
hopes  of  the  besieged.  The  falling  of  a  bomb,  nenr  the  door  of 
the  magazine  belonging  to  the  redoubt,  and  which  lay  under  its 
centre,  decided  the  fate  of  Pensacola.  llie  bursting  of  the  bomb 
forced  open  the  door  ;  set  fire  to  the  powder  within  •,  and  in  an 
instant  the  v/hoie  redoubt  v/as  nearly  a  heap  of  rubbish.  Tv/o 
flank  v-zork?  stJil  reinaincd  entire  j  and  through  the  coldness  and 

inLicpidity 
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intrepidity  of  the  officers  who  commanded  in  them,  and  the  ex- 
cellent use  tliey  made  of  their  artillery,  the  besiegers,  who  rush*- 
ed  on  to  take  advantage  of  the  confusion  and  to  storm  the  place, 
were  in  their  first  onset  repulsed.  By  this  brave  exertion,  time 
ivas  obtained  to  carry  off"  the  wounded,  and  such  artillery  as  was 
not  hurried  in  the  ruins,  Butlhe  enemy  bringing  on  their  whole 
force  to  attack  the  tiank  works,  they  were  nccessaiily  abandoned. 
In  these  circumstances  and  VvUihout  the  most  distant  hope  of  re- 
lief, it  would  have  been  madness  to  contend  longer.  An  honor- 
able capitulation  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Chester  the  governor,  and 
gen'erai  CampbelL  The  place  was  delivered  up  on  the  9th  of 
May.  '1  he  British  troops  were  allowed  to  march  out  with  the 
honors  of  v/ar  ;  were  to  be  conducted  to  one  of  the  ports  belong- 
ing to  Great-Britain,  the  port  of  Augustine,  and  the  island  of  Ja- 
maica only  excepted  ;  and  were  not  to  serve  against  Spain  or  hei" 
allies  until  properly  exchanged.  The  Americans  are  not  pleased 
that  the  exception  was  not  extended  ;  as  it  left  the  British  at  li- 
berty to  send  them  to  New-York,  where  a  part  of  them  arriv-ed 
in  a  polacre  on  the  4th  of  July, 

Sir  George  Rodney,  in  consequence  of  information  concern- 
ing the  French  fleet  under  the  Count  de  Grasse,  detached  the  ad-' 
niirals.  Sir  Samuel  Hood  and  Drake,  with  17  sail  of  the  line,  to 
cruise  off  Fort-Royal  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  him.  On. 
the  28th  of  April,  some  of  Sir  Samuel's  headmost  ships  returned 
hastily  in  sight,  and  with  signals  announced  the  appearance  of  ^ 
seperior  fleet  and  a  numerous  convoy  to  the  windward  of  Point 
Valines.  The  admiral  made  the  signal  for  a  general  chase  to  wind- 
ward ;  and  at  night  it  was  determined  by  the  admirals  to  continue 
the  line  a-head  (which  had  been  previously  formed)  so  that  get- 
ting as  much  as  possible  to  windward,  they  might  close  in  with 
Fort-Royal  at  day-light,  and  cut  oft  the  enemy  from  the  harbour. 
In  the  morning  the  French  appeared,  their  convoy  keeping  close 
in  with  the  land,  while  Count  de  Grasse  drew  up  his  fleet  in  a  Hne 
ot  battle  a-breast  for  their  protection;  notwithstanding  the  ut- 
most exertions  of  the  British,  he  was  joined  by  four  ships  of  the 
line  and  a  fifty  from  Fort-Royal  harbour  The  British  com- 
manders used  every  manoeuvre  to  bring  him  to  close  action  ;  but 
lie  being  to  windward,  and  so  having  the  choice,  preferred  a  long 
shot  distance.  A  partial  engagement  commenced;  the  van  and  the 
nearest  ships  in  the  centre  of  the  British  were  exposed  to  a  long  and 
lieavy  weight  of  fire  in  their  struggles  to  close  the  French  and  get 
to  the  windward  :  but  suffered  chietiy  in  their  masts,  hulls  and  rig- 
ging. The  action  lasted  about  three  hours  ;  when  Sir  SaniueU 
iinding  that  not  one  shot  in  ten  of  the  French  reached^  and  that  his 
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attempts  to  gain  the  wind  were  fruitless,  ceased  {\nr\^.  Five  siiip?- 
werc  rendered  unfit  for  immediate  service ;  and  the  Russel  receiv- 
ed so  many  bhols  between  wind  and  water,  that  she  was  obliged 
to  bear  away  for  Statia.  'The  count  de  Grasse  had  now  a  deci- 
ded superiority  ;  and  the  following  day  would  have  brought  on 
a  close  engagement,  which  was  prevented  by  the  unexpected 
manccuvres  of  Sir  Samuel.  After  various  movements  on  the 
part  of  the  two  fleets  through  the  day,  the  British  bore  awav  in 
the  night  for  Antigua.  The  French  pursued  in  the  morning, 
came  up  with  the  'I'orbay  (which  received  several  shot  and  some 
damage  before  she  could  be  relieved)  and  continued  the  pursuit 
through  the  rest  of  the  day,  but  languidly. 

The  arrival  of  tlic  Russel  indicated  to  Sir  George  Rodney 
the  danger  of  attending  longer  to  the  sale  of  tiie  effects  of  Statia. 
She  was  repaired  with  the  utmost  expedition,  and  in  three  days 
after  her  arrival,  Adm.  Rodney  and  general  Vaughaiv  vTith  the 
Sandwich,  Triumph,  Russel,  and  some  land  forces,  proceeded  to 
join  Sir  Samuel  Hood  and  to  protect  the  islands.  After  some 
time  the  British  fleet  sailed  from  Antigua  to  Barbadoes.  Mean- 
while the  Marquis  de  Bouillc,  with  a  body  of  troops  under  the 
viscount  Damas,  landed  [May  lO.]  in  the  night  at  St.  Lucie, 
whose  garrison  was  vi^eak.  The  accidental  arrival  of  a  frigate, 
and  of  two  sloops  of  war,  who  instantly  landed  their  seamen  and 
marines  to  man  the  batteries,  contributed  much  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  island.  The  most  vigorous  preparations  were  made  by= 
gen.  St.  Legerfortlic  defence  of  the  different  posts.  The  French 
tiect,  of  25  sail  of  the  line,  bore  down  with  a  view  of  anchoring 
in  Gross  Islet  Bay  ;  but  w^ere  received  with  so  severe  a  fire,  that; 
thev  retired  to  leeward.  The  marquis  reimbarked  his  troop3 
in  the  night,  and  the  whole  fleet  stood  over  to  Martinico  the 
next  morning. 

On  the  day  [23d]  Sir  George  Rodney  arrived  at  Barbadoes 
with  the  fleet,  a  small  French  squadron  with  about  1200  land 
forces,  appeared  off  Tobago,  and  the  troops  were  landed  the  next- 
day.  Gov.  Ferguson  immediately  dispatched  the  Rattlesnake 
with  intelligence  to  the  admiral  ;  and  tne  captain  had  the  good 


jending  Drake  with  six  sail  of  the  line,  some  frigates,  a  regi- 
ment, and  two  additional  companies  to  the  rcHcf  of  the  island*. 
Drake  was  instructed,  after  landing  the  force?,  and  endeavoriiig 
to  destroy  the  squadron  by  which  lobago  was  invested,  to  rejoiii 
Rodney  without  -i  moment's  loss  of  tiirx-  On  th<:  day  [29rh J  h.2 
^  leu 
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left  Barbaciocs,  Sir  George  received  iriform2.tion  that  the  French 
grand  fleet  was  apparently  standing  toward    Tobago.     When 
Drake  made  it,  on  the  morning  of  the   SOt'i,  he  discovered  de 
Grasse  with  several  ships  to  leeward,  between  him  and  the  island. 
He  explored  the  count's  situation  and  strength,  and  on  observing 
that  it  consisted  of  21  sail  of  the  line,  so  that  it  was  impossible 
to  afford  any  relief  to  the  island,  he  hauled  his  wind  and  sailed 
back;  but  was  pursued  to  a  considerable  distance,  while  two  of 
his  swiftest  frigates    were  dispatched  to  inform  Rodney  of  his 
return.     Drake   arrived  in    sight   of  Carlisle-Bay  on   the   2d  of 
June,  but  the  remainder  of  the  British  lieet  did  not  come  out 
till  the  following  day.     The  French  had  landed  on  the   3 1st  af 
May,  another  body  of  1200  men;  while  the  force  employed 
for  the  defence  of  Tobago,  including  regulars,  militia  and  sea- 
men, amounted  only  to  427  whites,  beside  a  small  party  of  40 
armed  negroes.     These  were   encamped  on   Mount  Concordia,, 
where  they  remained  from  the  2.5th  of  May  to  the  1st  of  June, 
when  they  evacuated  the  post  at  one  in  the  morning,  and  retired 
to  their  last  fastness,  the  way  to  which  was  extremely  difficult. 
The  marquis   Bouiile  pursued  the  garrison  with   the  utmost  ea- 
gerness ;  but  finding  his  troops  overcome  by  the  heat,  while  the 
fugitives  were  still  four  miles  a-head  of  him,  and  that  he  could 
not  even    procure  any  person  who  v;ould   conduct  his   troops 
through  the  intricate  ways  they  had  to  pass,  he  determined  upon 
making  terror  unite  witii  force  in  the  shortening  of  a  business 
which  might  be  not  only  tedious,  but  prove  an  hindrance  to  other 
great  objects  still  in  view.     He  accordingly  ordered  two  capital 
plantations,  which  were  nearest  at  hand,  to  be  reduced  to  ashes; 
and  perceiving  that  their  destruction  did  not  produce  the  desired 
effect,  he  ordered  that  four  more  should  meet  with   a  similar 
fate  at  the  commencement  of  every  four  hours,  till  a  surrender 
should  be  made  to  the  morning  summons  he  had  sent  to  the  gar- 
rison. The  militia  now  absolutely  refused  to  hold  out  any  longer. 
All  the  governor's  remonstrances  were  in  vain.     'I'he  command- 
ing officer  of  the   regulars  refused  to  obey -his  orders,  and   the 
soldiers  determined  to  capitulate.     The  go\ernor  was  at  length 
prevailed  on  to  consent  to  a  capitulation,  which  took  place  on 
the  2d  of  June.     The  conditions  Vv^ere   exceedingly  favorable 
and  advantageous  to  the  island. 

The  British  fleet,  amounting  to  20  or  21  shipsof  the  line,  were 
soon  informed  on  their  arrival  off  Tobago,  of  the  loss  of  the  island. 
The  next  day  they  were  in  sight  of  the  French  fleet,  consisting  of 
24  sail  of  the  line.  The  British  ships  were  cleared  with  the  ut- 
most alacrity  for  action.     Count  de  Gras?r  was  to  leeward,  and 
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f,!eenied  more  disposed  to  seek  tlian  to  slum  an  engagement ;  the 
option  was  onlhc  side  (.thir  George  Rodnev,  who  in  the  present 
instance  declined  ligluing,  and  probably  on  very  wan antablc 
grounds.     S^on  bt'Ler,  the  count  sailed  tor  Martinico. 

Certain  acts  of  congress  here  deserve  to  be  noticed. 

On  the  2oth  of  May,  Mr.  Morris,  twelve  davs  after  he  hadstc:- 
nilied  his  acceptance  of  the  oflice  of  superirUcndant  of  llnanccr  hiif 
the  satisfaction  of  learning,  tiiat  the  congrc;.^^s  hud  that  <]ay  appro\  - 
cd  of  (he  plan  for  establishing  a  national  bank,  in  the  United  States, 
v;hicii  he  had  submitted  to  their  consideration  of  the  nth.  Thev 
resolved  to  promote  and  support  it ;  and  that  the  subscribersshould 
he  incorporated  under  the  name  of — Tht prdsidrjif^iUreclors  and 
<:o}npitni/  of  ike  bank  (j  ]S!orlk-A)ucrica.  T'hey  also  recommended 
to  the  several  states  the  making  of  proper  laws  for  the  prevcntimi 
of  oihcr  banks  or  bankers  being  established  or  allowed  within  the 
said  states  respectively  during  the  war.  It  is  thought  that  this  bank 
will  be  of  eminent  service  to  the  United  Sutcs,  and  tend  greatly 
to  lessen  their  embarrassments  ;  and  that  it  will  be  no  less  bene- 
iicial  to  the  public  than  to  the  individual  subscribers. 

Congress  agreed  [June  14.]  '*  That  the  minister  plenipotentia- 
ry at  Versailles,  be  autliorized  to  offer  lieut.  gen,  Burgoyne  ia 
excliange  for  the  lionorable  Henry  Laurens.  On  July  the  2:3d,  theT 
resolvea--^'  that  live  suitable  persons  be  appointedand  authorized 
to  open  a  subbcription  for  a  loan  of  30,000  dollars,  for  the  support 
of  such  of  the  citizens  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  liave 
hcen  driven  from  their  country  and  possessions  by  the  enemy,  the 
sa4d  states  respectively,  by  their  delegates  in  congress,  pledging 
their  faiih  for  tho  payment  oi  the  sums  so  lent,  with  interest, 
in  proportion  to  the  suras  which  shall  be  received  by  their  re- 
spective citizens,  as  soon  as  the  legislatures  of  the  said  states  shall 
severally  be  in  condition  to  make  provision  for  so  doing,  and 
congress  hereby  guaranteeing  this  obligation — that  the  said  five 
persons  do  also  receive  voluntary  and  iVee  donations,  to  he  ap- 
plied to  the  turther  relief  of  the  said  sufferers — Ordeied,  That 
ihc  president  send  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  the  execu- 
tive oi  the  several  states  not  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  re- 
questing them  to  promote  the  success  of  the  said  loan  and  do- 
nation in  such  way  as  they  shall  think  best." 

To  your  comprehending  this  resolution,  you  must  be  informed 
<>£.  the  following  particulars:  In  June  a  general  exchange  of  pri- 
soners was  agreed  to  for  the  southern  states,  in  which  the  militia 
m-\  both  sides  were  respectively  exchanged  for  each  other.  Not- 
withstanding everydiiliculty,  a  consij^rabie  numberof  theinhabi- 
tan-^^ had  perse ver^ngly  lefusi.'d  tobeconie  British  subjects.  These 

Vol.  I' I  '  D  d  bcins^ 


221.  The  HISTORY  of    ths  f^.D.  HSt.. 

being  exchanged,  were  delivered,  as  well  as  the  continentalof* 
fleers,  at  the  American  posts  in  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania.  TheJ^ 
sufTcring  friends  of  independence  exulted  at  the  prospect  of 
their  being  released  from  confinement  and  restored  to  activity 
in  their  country's  cause  ;  but  their  prospects  were  obscured  by 
the.  distresses  brought  on  their  families  by  this  otherwise  desira- 
ble event.  On  the  25th  of  June,  the  British  commandant  at 
Charleston,  lieut.  col.  Balfour,  issued  the  following  order — "  As 
many  persons  lately  exchanged  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  others 
who  have  long  chose  to  reside  in  the  colonies  now  in  rebellion^ 
have,  notwithstanding  such  their  absence,  wives  and  families 
still  remaining  here,  the  weight  of  which,  on  all  accounts,  it  is- 
equally  impolitic  as  inconsistent  should  longer  be  suffered  to  rest 
on  the  government. established  here,  and  the  resources  of  it — ^ 
The  commandant  is  therefore  pleased  to  direct,  that  all  sucli 
women,  children  and  others  as  above  described,  should  quit 
this  town  and  province  on  or  before,  the  first  day  of  August 
next  ensuing;  of  which  regulation  all  such  persons  are  hereby 
ordered  to  take  notice,  and  to  remove  themselves  accordingly." 
Here  let  me  introduce  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  most 
of  the  whig  ladies  conducted  while  they  remained  in  Charleston. 
They  showed  an  amazing  fortitude,  .and  the  strongest  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  their  country,  and  gloried  in  the  appellation  of  re- 
bel ladies.  Neither  soothing  persuasions,  nor  menacing  hints,  nor 
their  own  natural  turn  for  gaiety  and  amusement,,  could  prevail  oa 
them  to  grace  the  ball  or  assembly  with  their  presence,  to  oblige 
the  British  officers  with  their  hand  in  a  dance,  or  eventoaccompa* 
ny  them,  notwithstanding  the  engaging,  qualities  that  many  o£ 
thempossessed.  Butno  sooner  was  an  American  officer  introduced, 
as  a  prisoner,  than  his  company  was  sought  for  and  his  person., 
treated  with  every  possible  mark  of  attention  and  resoect.  They 
even  visited  the  prison-ships  and  other  places  of  confinement,  to. 
solace  their  suffering  countrymen.  At  other  seasons  they  retired- 
in  a  great  measure  from  the  pubUc  eye,  wept  over  the  distresses 
of  their  country,  and  gave  every  proof  of  the  warmest  attach- 
menttoits  suffering  cause.  In  the  height  of  the  British  conquests, 
when  poverty  and  ruin  seemed  the  unavoidable  portion  of  every 
adherent  to  the  independence  of  America,  they  discovered  more 
iirmness  than  the  men.  Many  of  them,  like  guardian  angels,  pre* 
served  their  husbands  from  falling  in  the  hour  of  temptation, 
"when  interest  and. inconvenience  had  almost  gotten  the  better  of 
honor  and  patriotism.  Many  examples  could  be  produced  of  thehr. 
cheerfully  parting  with  their  sons,  husbands  and  brothers  (among 
tliose  who  were  banished,    and  whose  property  was  seized. 
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the  conquerors)  cxhorling*lhcm  to  fortitu^le,  and  repeatedly  en- 
treating  llicm  never  to  suiicr  family  altachmtnls  to  interfere  witK 
the  duty  they  owed  to  their  country.  Such  exemplary  palriotisn^, 
excited  in  several  Britisli  olfiCers  a  mean  resentment,  which  put 
Ihem  upon  employing  the  negroes  in  rude  insults  on  ihose  distin- 
guished heroines.  V/hcn  the  successes  of  general  Greene  ulFord- 
td  the  latter  an  opportunity,  they  adopted  a  genteel  retaliation 
•by  dressing  in  g-seen  and  ornamenting  their  persons  with  green 
feathers  and  ribboiYS,  and  thus  parading  the  streets  in  triumph. 

The  gentlemen,  who  had  been  removed  from  Charleston  to 
St.  Angustine  as  has  been  already  related,  obtained  their  release 
by  the  general  exchange,  and  were  delivcrrd  at  Philadelphia. — 
'i'hey  had  suffered  greatly  since  they  vvcre  sent  ofT.  Lieut,  gov, 
Gadsden,  to  express  his  indignation  at  the  ungeneroirs  treatment 
he  had  met  with,  refustnl  to  accept  an  offered  parole  in  St.  Au- 
gustine ;  and  with  the  greatest  fortitude,  bore  a  close  confinement 
ill  the  cast4e  for  forty-two  weekr,  rather  than  give  a  Second  pa- 
role to  a  power  which  he  cosidered  as  having  plainly  violated 
the  engagement  contained  in  the  iirst.  The  other  gentlemen  re- 
newed their  paroles  and  had  the  liberty  of  the  town,  but  were 
treated  with  much  indignity.  As  if  no  dependene^e  could  be 
placed  on  their  honoi:,  they  were  ordered  every  day  to  appear  on 
the  public  parade,  and  to  answer  to  their  names  at  roll-calling.— 
For  upward  of  ten  months  they  were  debarred  from  correspond- 
ing with  their  v/ives  and  families,  unless  they  would  subject  e- 
very  letter  to  examination.  Destitute  of  gold  and  silver,  they 
eould  scarcely  support  themselves  ;  and  v^ere  less  able  to  provide 
for  their  connections,  who  were  left  in  want  and  in  the  power  of 
?ne  conquerors.  The  earliest  alleviation  of  their  sorrows,  after 
the  cartel  had  been  settled,  v\^as  denied  to  them.  ThoiTgh  their 
wives  and  children,  whohad'been  left  in  Charteston,  wci-e  or- 
dere-d  to  Philadelphia  at  the  same  time  with  themselves,  Balfour 
gave  express  direction  that  they  should  not  be  suffered  to  touch  at 
Charleston,  More  than  a  thousand  persons  were,  by  the  mea* 
sures  of  the  commandant,  exiled  from  their  homes,  and  thrown 
on  the  charity  of  strangers  for  their  support.  Husbands  and 
wives,  parents  and  children,  some  of  whom  had  been  for  several 
months  separated  from  each  other,  were  doomed  to  have  their 
•iirst  interview  in  a  distant  land.  '1  o  alleviate  the  distresses  of 
these  and  similar  sufferers,  congress  passed  the  preceding  resolu- 
tion. The  propriety  wfit  was^tiil  more  apparent  some  time  af- 
ter, when  what  had  been  transacted  at  Charleston  was  known. 
i>everal  of  the  exchanged  persons  were  ov/ners  of  landed  proper- 
ty in  that  tc-wn  \  and  by  the  capitulation  had  an  undoubted  right 
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to  dispose  of  it  for  their  own  advantage.  They  were  hov/evef- 
debarred  that  liberty  by  the  following  order,  issued  on  the  .1  i  th  of 
July — *^  The  commandant  is  pleased  to  direct,  that  no  person  liv- 
ing under  the  rebel  government,  shall  have  liberty,  or  grant  pow- 
er to  other  for  so  doing,  to  let  or  lease  any  house  within  this  town 
without  a  special  licence  for  so  doing,  as  it  is  intended  to  take  all 
such  houses  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  public  service,  paying  ta 
the  owners  or  those  secured  by  the  capitulation  a  reasonable  rent 
for  the  same,  as  by  this  means  government  will  be  able  to  re- 
instate its  firm  friends  in  possession  of  their  own  houses  within  a 
short  space  of  time."  In  consequence  of  this  mandate,  the  ex^ 
changed  suiferers  could  make  no  present  advantage  of  their  pra* 
perty  in  Charleston,  and  were  subjected  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
British  for  any  future  compensation. 

When  the  general  exchange  took  place  in  June,  out  of  1990 
prisoners  taken  at  the  surrender  of  Charleston,  on  the  12th  oi 
May,  1780,  and  several  hundreds  more  taken  afterward  at  Cam- 
den and  Fishing  Creek,  on  the  16th  and  I8th  of  August,  oniy^ 
740  were  restored  to  the  service  of  their  country.  Tiie  unfortu- 
nate men  were  crowded  on  board  the  prison  ships  in  such  num- 
bers, that  several  were  obliged  to  stand  up  for  want  of  room  tg 
lie  down.  Congress  could  not  command  hard  money  for  their 
relief.  Wine,  and  such  like  comforts,  particularly  necessary  for 
the  sick  in  southern  climates,  could  not  be  obtained  fiomthe  Bri- 
tish hospitals.  Many  died.  But  it  was  not  by  deaths  alone  that; 
the  Americans  were  deprived  of  their  soldiers.  Lord  Charles 
Greville  Montague  inlisted  530  of  them  for  the  British  service  ii> 
Jamaica. 

The  exchange  brought  relief  to  the  continental  officers  takers 
at  Charleston.  I'hey  were  confined  at  Haddreil's  Point  and  k» 
vicinity.  Far  from  friends  and  destitute  of  hard  money,  thef 
were  reduced  to  the  greatest  straits.  Many  of  them,  though  born 
in  alHuence  and  habituated*  to  attendance,  v/ere  compelled  to  do- 
not  only  the  most  menial  offices  for  themselves,  but  could  sccuce^-, 
ly  procure  the  plainest  necessaiies  of  life.  During  a  captivity  of^ 
thirteen  months,  they  received  nomoicfroin  their  country  thaa, 
nine  days  pay.  They  were  debarred  the  liberty  of  fishing  for  their 
support,  though  their  great  leisure  and  many  wants  made,  itan.ob- 
ject  not  only  as  an  amusement,  but  as  a  m.ean of  suppying  theii- 
necessities.  After  bearing  these  evils  with  fortitude,  they  wcre^ 
informed  in  March,  by  Jieurenant-coloui^  Balfour,  that  by. pp- 
sitive  orders  from  lord  Cornwaliis,  he  was  to  send  theiiito  so^^ 
one  of  the  West-India  islands,     Frep^.i  alioa^-Vj^e^e  made  for  th,& 
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cx-ection  of  the  mandate  ;  but  the  gencial  excliangc  of  prisonci'j 
lendeicd  them  aboitive. 

ii  cippeaiing  to  congress  from  the  representation  of  the  Ame- 
rican gov.  Clinton  ajid  other  iiitorination,  that  commissions  liad 
been  granted  by  the  gov.  of  Connecticut,  authorizing  the  persons 
to  whom  they  were  given,  among  other  things,  to  go  on  Longr 
Island,  and  other  islands  adjacent,  and  seize  the  goods  and  merr 
chandise  they  sliould  there  find,  the  property  of  British  subjects  ; 
and  that  the  said  commissions  were  attended  wiih  many  abuses  dan.- 
gerous  to  the  pubhc,  as  well  as  distressing  to  the  citizens  and  friends 
of  these  United  States,  inhabiting  the  said  iiilands,  some  of  whom 
under  pretext  of  tne  powers  contained  in  such  commissions,  had 
been  plundered  of  their  property,  and  otherv/ii,e  badly  treated  : 
and  that  the  further  continuance  of  the  said  commissions  would 
impede  the  public  service  in  that  quarter — they,  "  Therefore  re- 
solved [August  7,]  that  the  gov.  of  Connecticut  be,  and  he  is 
heveby,  desired  immediately  to  revoke  sucii  commissions,  as  far  aij 
they  authorise  the  seizure  of  goods  on  Long-Island,  or  elscwiiere, 
on  land  not  within  the  state  of  Connecticut."  It  was  high  time 
to  revoke  them,  for  under  their  cover  a  set  of  unprincipled  plun- 
derers committed  greater  ravages  upon  many  of  the  fast  friends 
of  America,  than  tiie  words  of  Congress  fully  express. 

In  consequence  of  instructions  of  August  the  3d  gen.  Wash- 
ington wrote  on  the  21st — '*  The  almost  daily  complaints  of  the 
severities  exercised  towards  the  American  marine  prisoners  in 
Nev/-York,  have  induced  the  congress  to  direct  me  to  remon- 
strate to  the  commanding  officer  of  his  British  majesty's  ships  up- 
on the  subject.  The  principal  complaint  now  is,  the  inadequacy 
of  the  room  in  the  prison  ships,  to  the  number  of  prisoners  con- 
fined on  board  them,  which  occasions  the  death  ot  many,  and  is 
the  occasion  of  most  intolerable  inconveniences  and  distresses  to 
those  who  survive."  He  had  written  early  in  the  spring  to  Sir 
H.  Clinton.  "The  very  healthy  condition,  in  which  all  prison- 
ers have  been  returned  by  us  since  the  commencement  of  the  war^ 
carries  with  it  a  conviction,  tliat  they  have  been  uniformly  and 
comfortabiyaccommodatcd  and  fed  on  wholesome  provisions.  So 
conscious  have  I  been,  tliat  the  situation  in  wdiich  we  always  kept 
prisoners  of  war  Vv'ouid  bear  inspection,  that  I  have  never  been  a- 
verse  to  having  them  visited  by  an  officer  of  your  own,  who  might 
be  a  witness  to  the  propriety  of  their  treatment.  A  request  of 
this  nature  was  a  very  little  time  ago  refused  to  us  by  the  officer 
commanding  the  British  navy  in  the  harbor  of  New- York." 

On  August  the  21st,  congr-ess  authorised  gen.  Washington  to 
go  into  a  luh  exchange  of  geii,  Burgovne,  <ind  all  ihc  remaining; 

officers 
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ciBcers  of  the  Saratoga  convention  ;  and  resolved  that  the  pris<j^ 
Tiers  taken  bv  the  British  at  the  Cedars,  should  be  considered  as 
subjects  of  exchange,  lliat  day  week  they  ordered  the  board  of 
war  to  make  a  sale  of  certain  cannon  and  stores  in  the  state  of 
i^hode-island,  for  specie  cnly.  This  maybe  considered  as  a  de- 
clarative act  on  their  part  against  the  further  circulation  of  a  paper 
currencv.  It  has  indeed  ceased  by  common  consent.  Without 
it  the  Americans  could  not  have  carried  on  the  war  to  the  present 
period.  '1  he  public  benefit  it  has  been  of  in  this  instance,  will 
compensate  in  the  estimation  of  patriotic  politicians,  for  the  im- 
mense evils  of  which  it  has  otherwise  been  the  occasion.  The 
tender  laws  on  one  hand,  and  depreciation  on  the  other,  rend-ered 
it  the  bane  of  society.  All  classes  were  infected.  It  produced  a 
rage  for  speculating.  The  mechanic,  the  farmer,  the  lawyer,  the 
phvsiciaii,  the  member  of  congress,  and  even  a  few  of  the  cler* 
gv,in  some  plac-es,  were  contaminated,  and  commenced  merchants 
and  speculators.  The  morals  of  the  people  were  coriupted  -be- 
3^ond  any  thing  that  could  have  been  believed  prior  to  the  event. 
All  lies  of  honor,  blood,  gratitude,  humanity  and  justice  were  dis- 
solved. Old  debts  were  paid  in  several  states  when  the  paper 
money  was  more  than  70  for  one  in  hard  cash  ;-and  in  Virginia 
^'hen  at  300  for  one.  •  Brothers  defrauded  brothers,  children  pa- 
rents and  parents  children.  Widov/s,  orphans  and  otl:sers,  who 
had  lived  happily  on  their  annual  interest,  were  impoverished  by 
"Jjeing  obliged  to  take  depreciated  paper  for  the  specie  principal 
that  had  been  lent ;  creditors  were  frequently  compelled  to  receive 
their  debts  in  that  currency,  from  men  who  confessed  before  wit- 
Ficsses,  that  the  cash  they  borrowed  saved  them  and  their  fami- 
lies from  ruin.  A  person  who  had  been  supplied  with  specie  in 
the  jail  at  Philadelphia,  while  the  British  had  possession  of  the 
city,  repaid  it  in  papci.-  afterv/ard  at  a  tenth  part  of  its  value. — 
No  class  of  people  suffered  more  by  the  depreciation  than  salary- 
men,  and  especially  the  clergy,  particularly  in  the  New-Kngland 
states.  They  were  reduced  to  the  greatest  difficulties,  and 
were  much  injured,  by  having  their  annual  incomes  paid  them 
in  paper,  without  having  the  badness  of  its  quahty  compensated 
in  the  quantity  allowed  them.  When  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  some  compensation  was  voted  to  them  in  certain  places,  the 
increased  depreciation,  before  the  salary  was  paid,  destroyed  in 
a  great  measure  the  efhcacy  of  the  vote.  It  has  been  observed  by 
some,  that  the  quakers and  methodists  in  Ft^nn5yivania,wcre  faith* 
ful  to  their  old  engagements,  and  were  not  corrupted  by  handling 
paper  money.  I'iiough  these  denominations  excelled,  there  were 
ma-oy  individuals  in  ail  religiyus  societies  thro'  the  Uniled  States. 

that 
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lliat  preserved  tlicir  integrity.  As  a  striking  instance  of  the  na- 
tureand  defects  of  a  depreciating  paper  currency,  the  followinL;" 
is  related  out  of  many.  A  merchant  of  Boston  sold  a  hogshead 
of  rum  for  twenty  pounds,  cask,  inckidcd.  The  purch:iser  did 
not  settle  for  it  till  after  the  seller  applied  to  Iiim  for  an  cmptv 
hogshead,  for  wliichhe  was  charged  thirty  pounds.  Wlicn  theV 
came  to  settle,  the  merchant  found  upon  cxamining,,that  he  had 
to  pay  a  hulancc  of  ten  pounds  on  that  very  cask  whicii,  with 
the  rum  it  contained,  he  had  sold  for  twenty.. 

The  extinction  of  the  paper  iias  occasioned.no  convulsions  ;. 
and  the  specie  which  the  Frencii  army  and  navy  iiavc  already 
introduced,  which  the  trade  now  opening  with  the  Spanish  and 
French  West-India  islands  will  furnish,  and  wiiich  the  loan  from 
France  will  supply  ;  this  joint  quantity,  added  to  what  will  nov-r 
\)f:  brought  into  use  by  those  whose  precaution  led  them  to  store 
r.p  their  hard  money,  will  prevent  the  mischiefs  that  must  otiier- 
wise  have  ensued  from  a  total  want  of  a  circulating  medium- 
The  extraordinary  change:  of  this- medium,  without  shaking  the 
United  States  to  the  very  foundation,  intimates  a  peculiarity  in, 
the. circumstances  and  disposition  of  the  Americans,  distinguish- 
ing them  from  the  inhabitants  of  old  countries. 

A  few  detached  particulars  remain  to  be  related  bcfovs  tlie 
present  letter  is  forwarded. 

On  the  1,1th  of  Aug.ust  3000  German  troops  arrived  at  Ne\^ 
York  from  Europe.  The  same  day  the  American  frigate  I'rum-- 
bull  v/as.  carried  in  by  one  of  the  king's  ships,.  This  capture  haji 
reduced  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  to  two  frigates,  the 
Alliance  and  the  Dcane.  A  number  of  line  privateers  have  alsix 
been  taken  by  the  royal  navy  ;  but  there  are  still  a  great  manv 
from  the  different  states,  which  have  been  very  successful. 

By  various  channels,  and  particularly  the  arrival  of  a  French 
frigate  from  Brest  on  the  15tli  of  August,  certain  advice  has  beeix 
received  of  the  French  having  captured  a  number  of  ships  from 
Statia.  It  seems  that  France,  determining  to  prorit  from  the  ab- 
sence of  the  British  grand  fleet,  equipped  7  or  S  ships  of  the  line 
at  Brest,  which  were  sent  out  in  the  beginning  ofMav,  under  M. 
de  la  Motte  Piquet,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Statia  convov,  frei2;ht- 
ed  with  the  mostvaluablecommoditiestakcnat  thatisiand,as  welt 
as  a  rich  fleet  on  its  way  home  from  Jamaica.  Mr.  Piquetsuccced- 
ed  in  the  first  part  of  the  design.  Commodi^re  Hotha:nhad  onlv, 
four  ships  for  the  protection  of  the  Statia  convoy.  Fourteen  of  the: 
merchantmen  were  taken  ;  but  the  men  of  war,  with  the  remain- 
der of  the  convoy,  sheltered  themselves  in  some  of  the  western*. 
ports  of  Ireland.  The  French  commander,  considering  the  nuni^ 
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number  and  richness  of  the  prizes,  gave  up  all  views  upon  th^ 
Jamaica  fleet,  and  returned  immediately  to  Brest,  by  which  mean 
he  escaped  falling  in  with  the  British  squadron.  We  have 
learned  that  the  sale  of  the  prizes  was  advertised  in  France  for 
the  lOth  of  July  last. 

On  the  25th  of  August,  another  French  frigate  arrived  in 
Boston,  with  two  large  vessels  under  her  convoy.  They  were 
on  their  passage  'iQ  days  longer  than  the  frigate  which  arrived  on 
the  I5th.  They  have  brought  cloathing,  military  stores,  and  a 
quantity  of  specie. '  Colonel  Laurens  returned  by  this  convey- 
ance. He  reached  France  by  the  middle  of  March,  and  exe- 
cuted his  commission  with  great  dispatch  and  success. 


E     R         IX. 

Rotterdam,  October  13,  17SL 
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COMMODORE  Johnstone's  squadron,  which  sailed  for  the 
East-Indies,consisted  of  a  14,  a64,  andthree  50  gun  ships, be- 
side several  frigates,  a  bomb  vessel,  fire-ship,  and  some  sloops  of 
war.  A  land  force,  commanded  by  gen.  Meadows,  and  com- 
posed of  3  new  regiments  of  1000  each,  accompanied  it.  Several.! 
outward  bound  East-Indiamen  and  store  or  ordnance  vessels, 
went  out  with  this  convoy  ;  and  the  whole  fleet,  including  trans- 
ports and  armed  ships,  amounted  to  more  than  forty  sail.  The 
Dutch  war  undoubtedly  occasioned  a  change  of  the  object  of  the 
armament,  and  the  substitution  of  an  attempt  upon  the  Captrot 
Good-Hope  instead  of  an  enterprise  against  the  Spaniards  in 
South-America.  This  change  did  not  escape  the  penetration  of 
France  and  Holland.  The  latter  therefore  applied  to  her  new- 
ally  for  assistance  to  ward  off  the  danger  to  which  ail  her  l^ast- 
India  possessions  would  be  exposed  if  Johnstone  succeded.  On 
that  a  squadron  of  five  ships  of  the  line  and  some  frigates,  with  a 
body  of  land  forces,  were  destined  to  this  service,  under  Mr.  de 
SufFrein,  who  sailed  from  Brest  in  company  with  count  de  Grasse, 
Thenuval  part  of  the  armament  was  ultimately  designed  to  oppose 
the  British  fleet  in  the  East-Indies  ;  but  SufFrein's  particular  in- 
i-tructions  were  to  pursue  and  counteract  Johnstone  upon  every 
occasion  and  in  every  possible  manner,  keepmg  at  the  same  time 
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o  constant  eye  to  the  effectual  protcriion  of  the  Cape.  The  court 
ot  Versailles  was  accurately  informed  of  Johnstone's  force,  and 
<if  all  the  circumstances  atteniiing  tiie  convoy  ;  and  niipjit  not  he 
totally  ignorant  of  his  course,  any  more  than  of  his  destination. 
Commodore  Johnstone  put  into  the  Cape  dc  Verd  islands  for 
water  and  fresh  provisions,  ''J'heie  being  no  particular  appre- 
iieubioH  of  an  enemy,  tlie  ships  lay  vvitliout  much  care  or  order, 
in  an  open  harbor  belonging  to  tlie  principal  town  of  St.  Jago, 
the  mostconsidcj.ibl*.'.  of  the  islands.  A  great  number  of  the  ciews 
were  a^.*.sent  iVum  the  ships,  and  were  engaged  in  various  occupa- 
lioiis,  nei  essary.to.the  preparation  or  supply  ol"so  many  vessels  for 
so  UH^g  J.  voyage.  Several  oiiicers  and  men  vx'ere  on  shore  par- 
taking of  the  health  and  recreation  of  the  island.  In  this  unpre- 
pared state,  the  isis  man  of  war  discovered  in  the  morning  of 
.Vpril  16,  a  squadron  approaching  the  entrance  of  tlie  harbor, 
which  was  soon  judged  to  be  French.  Signals  were  instantl\r 
thrown  out  for  unmooring,  for  recalling  the  people  on  shore,  and 
picparing  for  action.  The  British  fleet  was  taken  at  a  great  dis- 
advantage. Mr  de  Suffrein,  leaving  his  convoy,  was  soon  in  the 
centre. of  it ;  the  French  ships  firing  on  both  sides  as  they  passed. 
Tiie  French  Hannibal  of  74  guns  led  the  way  with  great  intre- 
pidity, under  the  command  of  Mr.  de  Tremingnon.  When  as 
jiear  to  the  British  as  he  could  fetch,  he  dropped  his  anchor  with 
a  noble  air  of  resolution.  'Fhe  Heros  of  the  same  force,  Mr.  de 
SulIVein's  own  ship,  took  the  next  place  ;  and  Artesien  of  64, 
:;nchoreda-siern  of  the  Meros,  'i'lie  Vengeur  and  Sphynx,  of  64 
guns  each,  ranged  up  and  down  as  they  could  through  the  crowd 
<i>t  ships,  and  fired  on  either  side  at  every  one  they  passed.  Com- 
modore Johnstone's  own  ship,  being  too  far  advanced  toward  the 
bottom  of  the  bav,  and  too  much  intercepted  by  the  vessels  that 
^ay  between  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  action,  l^c  quitted 
;er  and  went  on  board  another.  The  engagement  lasted  about  an 
our  and  a  half.  Some  time  after  it  began,  several  of  the  East 
/id  ia  ships- fired  with  good  effect  on  the  I'rench.  in  about  an  hour 

,.;iie  .situation  of  the  French  ships  at  anchor  became  too  intolerable 
4p  be  endured  ;  and  the  captain  of  the  i\.;tesian  beingkilled,she  cut 
licr  cable,  and  made  the  best  of  her  way  out.  Sulfrein,  deserted 
hy  hi&  second  astern,  found  the  danger  so  great  that  he  followed 
|he  example.  The  Hannibal  was  now  left  alone  to  be  fired  at 
hy  every  siiip  whose  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  her,  while 
.■le, herself  vv-as  so  injured,  that  her  returns  were  slow  and  inef- 
.-ectivc.  She  lost  her  bowsprit  and  all  her  masts,  and  remained  a 

.lijicre-huik  upon  tlic  water.  She  how'evcr  joined  the  other  ships 
;t  th©  mouth  cf  tli.e  bav  ;  was  towed  ofi'auJ  assisted  in  erecting 
Vol.  iii.  K  c  jury 


233  The    HISTORY   of    the:  [yA.Z>.  1781* 

jury-masts.  The  commodore  pursued,  but  the  damage  sustained- 
by  the  Isis,  the  naiuie  of  the  winds  and  currents,  with  the  lateness 
orthe  day,  concurred  in  preventing  his  renewingthe  engagemento 
The  French  bore  away  bo  irophy  of  the  action.  Considering  the. 
closeness  of  it,  the  smoothncssof  the  water,  with  the  number  and 
crouded  situation  of  the  shipping,. the  loss  of  men  was  very  small. 

May  2,  the  British  iicet  sailed  from  St.  Jago,   and  toward  the 
middle  of  June,  the  commodore  dispatched  captain  Pigot,  with 
some  of  the  best  sailing  frigates  and  cutters,  toward  the  southern 
extremity  of  Africa,  to  gain  intelligence  if  possible  of  the  state  of 
t4"iC  enemy  in  tnat  quarter,  witli  instructions  to  rejoin  him  at.a 
given  point  of  latitude  and  longitude.     Pigotfell  in  with  and  took 
a  large  Dutch  East-India  ship,  from  Saldanha-bay  near  the  Cape.. 
She  wasiadenvvith. stores  and  provisions,  had  on  board  40,000J.- 
in  buihon,  and  was  bound  for  the  island  of  Ceylon.  From  her  the. 
commodorelearned,that  SufTrein,  with  five  ships  of  theline,  most 
of  his  transports,  and  a  censiderable  body  of  troops,  had  arrived  at 
the  cape  on  the  2 1st  of  June  ;  and  that  several  homeward  bound 
Dutch  East-India  ships  were  then  at  anchor  in  Saldanha-bay,  a- 
bout  14  leagues  to  the  northward  of  the  Cape -town  and  fort.  The 
timely  arrival  of  the  French  squadron  having  frustrated  the  de- 
signs of  the  British  against  the  Cape,  Johnstone  determined  ta 
profit  by  what  vv^as  yet  within  reach,  and  to  attempt  possessing^ 
liimself  of  the  Dutch  ships  in  the  bay  of  Saldanha.  The  scheme 
was  well  conducted.  The  Dutch  had  hardJy  tiaie,  from  the  dis- 
covery of  the  coming  up  of  the  British  ships^  to  loose  their  vessels,, 
cut  their  cables,  and  run  them  on  shore.     The  men  of  war's  boats> 
being  instantly  manned,  the  seamen  with  great  alacrity  boarded 
the  Indiaaien  already  set  on  tire,  extinguished  the  flames,  and 
saved  four  large  ones, from  1000  to  1100  tons  each.    Johnstone's 
dispatches  were  dated  the  21st  of  August. 

Several  of  the  English  counties  associated  and  chose  delegates^ 
to  give  support  and  efhcacy  to  the  subject  of  their  former  petitions 
to  parliament.  About  40  of  the  delegates  met  in  London.  As 
acting  for  their  constituents  they  prepared  a  petition  to  the  house 
of  commons,  in  which  the  substance  of  those  already  presented  be- 
ing compressed  within  a  narrower  compass,  tlie  matters  of  griev- 
ance and  the  redress  proposed  were  brought  forward  in  one  clear 
point  of  view.  But  to  obviate  difficulties  and  prevent  objections 
they  signed  the  petition  merely  as  individual  freeholders,  without 
any  assumption  or  avowal  of  their  delegated  powers  or  character^ 
The  petition  was  presented  by  Mr.  Duncombe,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  county  of  York,  and  continued  for  some  weeks 
-©n  the  table,  till  the  recovery  of  Sir  George  Saviiie,  who  wast/ji 
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proceed  wlih  llic  business.  Sir  George  [Stii]  Introduced  Lis  mo- 
lion  for  referring  the  petition  (alter  the  ilisl  reading)  t(;  a  com- 
Diittee,  with  a  speech  ot"  very  considerable  leiigth.  After  along; 
/Jebate,  the  motion  for  committing  the  petition  was  overruled  by 
a  majority  of  160  to  86. 

The  war  witli  the  Dutch   made  it  necessary  for  the  British  to 
have  a  force  in  the  North  Seas,  capable  of  injuring  their  com- 
jnercc  on  that  side  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  protecting  ihcir  own 
on  the  other  ;  as  also  of  cutting  off  the  Dutch  from  receiving  sup- 
plies of  naval  stores  wherewith  to  restore  their  iiiarinc.  liiisiMi- 
.portant  service  was  intrusted  to  the  conduct  of .  admiial  Hyde 
Parker.     The  admiral  soiled  fr(.m  Portsmouth  the  beginning  oF 
June,  with  four  ships  of  the  line,  and  a  lifty  gun  ship  for  the 
North  Sca^.     Mean  v/hile  Holland  strained  every  nerve  for  the 
equipment  of  a  force,  that  might  be  able  to  convoy  their  outward 
bound  trade  to  the  Baltic,  and  to  protect  its  return,  if  jnot  to  inter- 
ceptthc  British,  and  become  masters  of  those.seas.     Some  days 
-after  the  middle  of  July,  adaiirai   Zoutmon   and  .commodore 
Kindsbergcn  sailed  from  ih(2  Texcl,  with  a. great  convoy  under 
their  protection.     Their  force  consisted  of  eight  ships  of  ihe  line 
from  54  to  .74  guns,  of  10  frigates  and  5  sloops.     Several  of  the 
frigates  were  very    large.     Admiral   Parker  was  on  his  return, 
with  a  large  convoy  from  Elsineur.  He  had  been  joined  by  sever- 
al frigates  since  his  leaving  Portsmouth,  and  by  the  Dolphin  ot 
44  guns,  and  in  this  crisis  he  was  reinforced  by  a  74.     His  fleet 
consisted  of  an  80  gun  ship,  two  74's,  a  61-,  a  60^  a  5.0.,  a  44,  a 
40,  a  3S,  a  36,  a  32,  and  a  cuLter  of  10  guns. 

The  hostile  fleets  came  in  sight  of  each  other  on  the'Doggcr- 
Bank  early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  August.  One  of  the  Dutch 
line  of  baitle  ships  had  returned  to  port ;  but  as  a  forty-four  gun 
ship  was  substituted  in  her  place,  their  line  still  consisted  of  eight 
-iwo  deckers.  The  British  commander  perceiving  the  number  and . 
strength  of  the  Dutch  frigates,  detached  the  convoy  with  ordecs 
to  keep  their  wind,  sending  his_own  frigates  along  with  them  for 
their  protection,  and  then  threw  out  a  general  signal  to  the  squad  3 
ron  to  chase.     The  Dutch  likev^^ise  sent  off  thek  convoy  to  a 
--distance,  when  they  drew  up  with  great  coolness  in  order  of  bat- 
tle, and  waited  the  attack  with  the  utmost  composure. — Neither 
sidepractisedanymanGSuvretoeludethedecisionofanavalaction, 
The  parties  were  equally  determined  to  fight  it  out.     A  gloomy 
silence  expressive  of  the  most  fi>:cd  resolution  prevailed,  and  noC 
■  a  gun  was  iircd,  until  the  fleets  were  within  little  more  than  pis- 
tol shot  distance.     Admiral  Parker  in  the  Fortitude  of  74  g^JJ^S. 
ranging  abreast  of  .idir.Iral  Zoutmon's  ship,  the  admlial.  de  Ruj- 
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ter  of  68,  the  action  commenced  with  the  utmost  fury  and  vio- 
lence on  both  sides.  The  cannonade  continued  without  inter^ 
niission  for  three  hours  and  forty  minutes.  Some  of  the  British 
ships  fired  2500  shot  each.  The  effect  of  the  ancient  naval  emu- 
lation was  eminently  displayed  in  the  obstinacy  of  the  battle. 
In  the  beginning  the  British  fire  was  remarkably  quick,  while 
that  of  the  Dutch  was  slow ;  when  it  closed,  the  case  was  re^ 
versed,  and  the  fire  of  the  Dutch  was  remarkably  quick,  while 
that  of  the  British  was  slow.  The  British  ships  at  length  were  so 
^inmanagable,  that  though  their  admiral  made  an  effort  to  form 
the  line  that  he  might  renew  the  action,  he  found  it  to  be  im- 
practicable. His  ships  were  shattered  in  their  masts,  rigging  and 
sails.  The  Dutch  were  in  a  still  worse  condition,  some  of  them 
having  received  several  shot  under  water.  Both  squadrons  lay 
to  a  considerable  time  near  each  other.  At  last  the  Dutch  bore 
away  for  the  Texel,  and  the  British  were  in  no  condition  to  fol- 
low them..  The  Hollandia,  oF  68  guns,  one  of  their  best  ships, 
went  down  in  the  night  of  the  engagement,  so  suddenly  that 
the  crew  were  reduced  to  the  melancholy  necessity  of  abandon- 
ing their  wounded  v^hen  they  quitted  her.  Though  she  sunk  in 
22  fathoms,  her  top-masts  were  still  above  water,  and  her  pend- 
ant flying,  v^hich  being  discovered  in  the  morning  by  one  of  the 
British  frigates,  was  struck  and  carried  to  admiral  Parker  as  a 
trophy.  When  the  Dutch  entered  the  Texel,  an  officer  of  the 
fleet  went  on  board  the  Charleston  frigate,  of  36  heavy  guns 
upon  one  deck,  which  had  been  lying  there  the  whole  time,  and 
related  to  the  captain  the  particulars  of  the  action. 

The  action  was  very  bloody.  On  the  side  of  the  British,  who* 
were  the  least  sufferers  in  that  respect,  104  were  killed,  and  33^ 
wounded  in  the  seven  ships  that  were  engaged.  Several  brave  offi=- 
cers  fell  on  both  sides.  The  British  regretted  much  the  death  of 
capt.  Macartney,  who  left  a  widow  and  large  family.  His  son,  a 
boy  of  seven  years  old,  was  by  his  side  when  he  waskiiled ;  his  for- 
titude, as  well  upon  that  occasion  as  through  the  whole  action, 
astonished  the  boldest  seamen  in  the  ship.  Mr,  Harrington,  one  of 
admiral  Parker's  lieutenants,  an  officer  of  40  years  service,  apd  of 
the  most  distinguished  merit,  was  mortally  wounded.— Though- 
of  an  afBuent  fortune,  and  too  much  neglected,  he  nobly  disdain- 
ed to  withdraw  his  professional  abilities  from  the  defence  of  his 
country  in  this  trying  season.  The  British  admiral's  fetter,  giv- 
ing an  account  of  the  action,  was  concise,  and  modest  with  re- 
spect to  his  own  side,  while  just  in  paying  full  honor  to  the  valor 
of  his  enemy.  In  Britain  the  conduct  and  valor  displayed  iivthe 
action,  met  with  great  and  general  approbation  i  but  an  appre- 
hended 
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liended  neglect  in  government  or  the  admiialty,  in  not  furnisli- 
ing  the  adiniral  with  a  larger  force,  excited  no  less  dissatisfac- 
tioFi.  It  was  said,  that  at  the  very  time,  as  many  ships  were 'ly- 
ing idle  in  port,  or  waiting  for  orders  in  the  Dov/ns,  as  would  iiave 
eaableil  Parker  to  capture  llic  whole  Dutch  fleet  and  convoy^ 
'i  he  admiraPs  subse(iucnt  conduct,  as  well  as  an  intimation  giv- 
en in  his  letter  to  the  admiralty,  strongly  confirmed  the  public 
opinion,  and  indicated  th.it  he  was  no  less  dissatisfied  at  the  want 
of  support,  than  others  were  at  its  not  being  given.  On  his  ar- 
rival at  the  Nore  with  iiis  shattered  bqnadron,  he  was  honored 
wiiii  a  royal  visit ;  but  it  was  soon  understood  that  no  further  ho- 
nor or  intended  pro. notion  would  be  accepted  by  the  sturdy  ve^ 
teran.  The  Icing  wcni  on  bjard  the  Fortitude,  where  he  had  a 
levee  of  all  the  oliiceis  of  tlie  squadron,  who  were  received 
with  the  must  gracious  attention;  and  the  admiral  had  the  honor 
of  dinmg  wiih  his  majesty  and  tiie  punce  of  Wales  on  board 
the  rovai  yacht.  We  have  been  told,  that  upon  that  occasion, 
admiral  Parker  took  an  opportunity  of  hinting  (in  the  presence 
of  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  and  a  number  of  naval  ofncers) 
both  his  dissatisfaction  and  intention  of  retiring,  by  saying  to 
his  sovereign — **  1  hat  he  wished  him  younger  officers  and 
better  ships  ;  and  that  he  was  grown  too  old  for  the  ser- 
vice." It  was  related  also  as  an  anecdote  at  the  time,  that 
young  Macartney  being  prestiifed  on  hoard  the  Fortitude,  and  tlie 
royal  intention  of  providing  for  him,  for  the  sake  of  his  brave  fa- 
ther, being  declared,  the  admiral  apologized  for  informing  his 
majesty,  that  he  had  already  adopted  him  as  his  own.  Admiral 
Parser  resigned  his  command  immediately  after :  but  it  was  pro- 
hablyintended  as  a 'mark  of  favor  and  regard  to  him,  that  his  son 
Sir  Hyde  (who  had  been  before  knighted  for  his  good  conduct ia 
Nofth-^America  and  the  West-Indies)  was  now  appointed  to  the 
command  of  a  squadron  of  tVigates,  which  were  employed  iit 
blocking  up  the  Dutch  ports  during  the  rem.iindcr  of  the  scasoa 
for  keeping  those  seas.  ' 

The  Dutch,  beside  losing  the  Hollandia,  had  tv.^o  of  their  capital 
ships  so  totally  ruined  in  the  action,  as  to  be  declared  incapable  of 
further  service.  Their  less  of  men  is  thought  to  have  exceeded 
1000  in  killed,  wounded  and  sunk.  The  idea  of  prosecuting  the 
voyage  to  the  Baltic  was  given  up  ;  and  their  immense  carrying 
trade  was  annihilated  for  the  rem.ainder  of  the  year.  Tiic  HoU 
landers  however  Vv'ere  much  elated  with  tlie  bravery  of  their 
countrymen.  Before  the  naval  battle  on  Dogger's  Bank,  eve- 
ry spring  was  touched  to  excite  popular  resentn^ents  against  the 
Am-ericans  and  French,  so  that  the  regents  of  Amsterdam  were 
under  the  necessity  of  taking  the  like  precautions  which  would 

*  have 
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liave  been  practised  had  an  enemy  been  In  the  neighborhood ;  and 
the  gloom  and  despondency  at  tlie  Hague  arid  elsewhere  was  ter- 
rible J  after  it,  the  Dutcb.men  became  courageous,  and  ail  their  ap- 
prehensionsseemed  to  disappear.  Ihis  action  beingthe  first  of  any 
consequence,  in  which  they  have  been  engaged  tor  the  mucli 
greater  part  of  a  century,  the  States  General  w^ere  beyond  mea- 
sure liberal  in  the  praise,  rewards  and  honors,  which  they  bestow- 
ed on  their  officers.  Admiral  Zoutmon  and  Commodore  Kinds- 
bergen  were  immediately  promoted  ;  and  most,  if  not  all  theii'st 
and  second  captains,  as  well  as  several  of.  the  lieutenants,  were  ei- 
ther advanced,  or  iiattcred  with  some  peculiar  mark  of  distinc- 
tion. Count  Bentinck,  who  boldly  fought  the  Batavia,  and  who.> 
though  mortally  wounded,  and  informed  that  his  ship  was  in  dan- 
ger of  sinking,  v^^ould  not  listen  to  a  proposal  for  quilting  his  sta- 
tion, was  soothed  in  his  last  moments  by  every  mark  of  honor  and 
testimony  of  regard,  which  his  country  and  his  prince  could  be- 
stow;  and  his  funeral  was  not  more  honorable  to  the  brave  dead, 
than  to  the  grateful  living.  But  however  the  Dutch  have  exult- 
ed in  that  the  marine  courage  of  their  ancestors  had  not  forsaken 
•them,  they  are  much' dissatisfied  that  their  iieet  v/as  not  augment- 
ed by  two  or  more  ships,  which  they  think  would  have  secured 
to  them  a  complete  victory  over  the  British  admiral,  and  have 
put  his  convoy  into  their  possession.  They  are  ready  to  impute 
this  failure  to  a  treacherous  neglect,  originating  from  a  prevail- 
ing attachment  in  some,  to  the  interests  of  Great-Britain. 

The  French,  to  remove  all  unfavorable  jealousies  that  the  Spa- 
niards might  entertain  respecting  the  attention  of  their  ally  to  the 
Spanish  interests,  engaged  toco-operate  with  them  in  attempting 
the  recovery  of  Minorca — an  event  which,  should  it  take  place, 
would  be  highly  pleasing  to  Spain,  while  it  was  no  wise  injurious 
to  France.  I'hc  plan  being  laid,  the  Duke  de  Crillon,  a  French 
commander  of  repute,  was  taken  into  the  Spanish  service,  and 
appointed  to  conduct  their  forces  to  be  employed  in  executing  it. 
Count  de  Guichen  sailed  from  Brest  near  the  end  of  June,  with 
18  capital  ships  (four  of  which  carried  110  guns  each)  to  join 
the  Spanish  fleet  and  support  the  invasion.  The  not  endeavor- 
ing to  intercept  this  fleet,  or  at  least  to  prevent  a  junction  so  full 
ot  danger,  occasioned  greatcomplaint  against  the  British  admiral- 
ty, especially  the  first  lord  of  that  department.  The  combined 
fleets  sailed  from  Cadiz,  with  about  10,000  Spanish  troops  before 
the  end  of  July.  The  French  had  been  reinforced  by  several 
i.hips  of  the  line.  The  Spanish  fleet  amounted  to  about  30  sail  of 
the  line  under  Don  Lewis  de  Cordova.  The  army  efl^ected  its 
ianding  at  Minorca  without  opposition  on  the  20Ui  of  August  ; 

and 
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'ind  was  soon  joined  by  six  regiments  from  Toulon,  under  majoD 
gen.  count  de  Kalkcnluiyn,  deemed  one  olthe  best  oflicers  in 
the  French  service.  '1  lie  garrison  was  weak,  and  consisted  only 
of  two  Britiih  and  two  Hanoverian  regiments.  But  it  was  com- 
manded by  licutcant  gen.  JMurray  and  major  gcn^  Sir  W^illiartv 
Draper. 

'i'iie  combined  fleets,  after  seeing  the  troops  safe  into  the  Me- 
diterraneaii,  returned  tocruisc  at  the  mouth  of  the  British  chamie!. 
No  intelligence  of  this  naval  manoeuvre  was  obtained,  nor  was^ 
the  design  suspected  by  the  British  ministry,  until  the  combined 
fleets  v\rere  in  the  chops  of  the  channel,  and' had  formed  a  line 
from  Ushant  to  tlie  isles  of  Scilly,  in  order  to  bar  its  entrance  ; 
so  that  adm.  D:irbv,  wlio  was  then  at  sea  with  only  21  sl:ips  of- 
tlie  line,  was  on  the  point  of  failing  in  with  them,  when  the  ac- 
cidental meeting  of  a  neutral  vessel  afforded  him  notice  of  their 
situation.  In  these  unexpected  circumstances  [Aug.  24.]  he  re- 
turned to  Torbay,  where  he  moored  his  squadron  across  the  en- 
trance, while  he  waited  for  instructions  from  the.  admiralty.  As 
soon  as  the  commanders  of  the  combined  ixets  had  received  in- 
telligence of  Darby's  position,  an,d;of  the  inferiority  of  his  force 
in  point  of  numbej-,  a  council  of  war  was  held,  on  the  question 
of  attacking  him.  They  were  under  orders  to  light,  if  the  occa^ 
sion  offered  ;  but  the  instructions  were  thought  not  to  reach  the 
present  case,  which  would  be  an  attack,  on  the  British  squadron 
in  a  bay  on  their  own  coasts.  Under  this  change  (jf  circumstan- 
ces, it  was  supposed,  that  they  v/ere  \cit  at  large,,  to  the  free  ex- 
ercise of  their  own  judgment. 

The  count  de  Guichen  is  said  to  have  contended  strongly  for 
an  immediate  attack.  He  argued,  that  if  by  good  fortune  and  the 
valor  of  the  combined  navies,  along  with  the  powerful  aid  of  iire- 
ships,  the  British  fleet  was  destroyed,  the  power  of  Great-Britain 
on  the  seas  would  be  at  an  end,  and  the  war  decided  by  the  blow. 
Don  Vincent  Doz,  the  third  of  the  Spanish  commanders,  sup- 
ported tlils  opinion.  He  asserted,  that  the  destroving  of  Darby's 
tieet  was  very  practicable,  and  that  it.  would  be  dirBcuit  to  excuse 
tJieir  not  making  the  attempt ;  and  to  give  the  greater  weight  t^> 
his  sentiments,  he  boldly  offered  to  command  the  van  squadron, 
snd  to  lead  on  the  attack  in  his  own  ship. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  de  Beusset,  the  next  in  command  urw 
der  Guichen,  said—-'  All  the  advantage  vdiich  the  allies  derive 
from  their  superiority  of  force  and  number,  Tvill  be  entirely  losS 
by  an  attack  upon  admiral  Darby's  fleet  in -the  present  situa- 
tion, for  we  cannot  bear  down  upon  him  in  a  line  of  battle 
.^-breast  ;.9f  course  we.  must  form  the  line  of  battle  :!-hcad,  and  go 

down 
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down  upon  the  enemy  singly  by  which  we  shall  run  the  greatest 
hazard  of  being  shattered  and  torn  to  pieces,  before  we  can  gel- 
into  our  stations,  by  the  fixed  aim  and  angular  fire  in  every  direc-- 
tion,  of  such  a  number  of  great  and  well-provided  ships,  drawn 
up  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  lying  moored  and  steady  in  the 
water.  I  conclude  therefore,  that  as  the  attempt  on  the  British 
fleet  in  Tovbay  will  in  my  opinion,  be  unwarrantable  in  the  de- 
sign, and  ex^:eedin2ly  hazardous  in  the  execution,  the  allied  fleets 
should  direct  their  whole  attention  to  that  grand  and  attainable 
object  of  intercepting  the  English  homeward  bound  West-India 
fleets.'*  Don  Louis  de  Cordova,  with  all  the  Spanish  flag  oiS- 
cers  except  Doz,  coincided  entirely  with  him  in  opinion,  so  thai; 
the  idea  of  attacking  Darby  in  Torbay  was  abandoned. 

Meanwhile  a  great  alarm  was  spread  in  Ireland  as  well  as  Bri- 
tain, with  respect  to  the  aDprehended  designs  of  the  enemy. 
Not  only  the  great  outv/ard  bound  fleet  for  America  and  the  West- 
Indies  was  supposed  to  be  in  imminent  danger  then  in  the  open 
harbour  of  Cork  ;  but  the  city  itself,  being  totally  unfoititied  and  at 
the  same  time  stored  with  immense  quantities  of  provision,  j  he 
regular  forces  of  the  kingdom  w^ere  therefore  ordered  to  the  south- 
ward for  the  protection  of  that  city  and  coast ;  and  the  patriotic 
volunteers,  who  had  gained  so  much  honor  in  supporting  and  re- 
claiming the  liberties  of  their  country,  showed  no  less  patriotism 
in  their  immediate  offer  to  government  of  taking  the  held,  and  of 
marching  wherever  their  services  should  be  necessary  for  its  de- 
fence. They  had  perfected  themselves  in  the  military  exercise. 
and  had  been  reviewed  in  several  places  by  the  earl  of  Charie-^ 
niont. 

Admiral  Darby  remained  at  Torbay  ;  but  was  soon  reinforced 
by  several  ships  from  different  ports  till  his  squadron  was  increas- 
ed to  30  sail  of  the  line,  with  which  he  was  ordered  to  sea  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  for  the  preservation  of  the  expected  West- 
India  convoy.  The  delay  however  of  waiting  for  the  reinforce- 
ment and  instructions  in  the  first  instance,  and  contrary  winds 
afterward,  detained  the  fleet  till  the  I4th  of  September,  notv/ith- 
standing  the  urgency  of  the  occassion.  Before  it  sailed,  the  com- 
bined  fleets  had  separated.  They  were  in  exceeding  bad  condi- 
tion. In  the  first  outset  they  were  poorly  manned,  the  Spanish 
particularly.  Beside  a  great  mortality,  which  had  prevailed  du- 
ring the  whole  cruise,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  sick  in  botii 
fleets,  a  considerable  majority  of  the  ships  were  scarcely  capable 
of  living  at  sea  in  a  violent  gale.  The  hard  weather  therefore 
that  came  on  in  the  beginning  of  September,  frustrated  all  Lhei?: 
views;  so  that  abandoning  ail  hopes  of  intercepting  the  British. 

convoys 
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lonvoy.s,  they  were  glad  to  getinto  poitas  soon  as  possible.  The 
i^Vench  Jieet  retuvncii  to  Biest  Uic  i  iih  oi' i^ipte ruber,  and  the 
.Spanish  proceeded  directly  home. 

Tlie  present  shall  close  with  extracts  from  some  curious  letters 
— 1\)  Mr,  Vcrgennes,  Passy,  Feb.  13,  1781.  **  1  am  grown  old, 
<jnd  it  is  probable  I  shall  not  long  have  any  niore  concern  in  these 
affdirs.  i  thcrefoi>J  take  occasion  toexpicss  my  opinion  to  your 
excellency,  that  the  present  conjuncture  is  critical  ; — that  there  is 
Son:)e  danger  lest  ihe  congress  should  lose  its  iniluence  over  the 
pei)p]e,  it'jt  is  imablc  to  procure  the  aids  that  are  wanced,  and  that 
ihe  wiiolc  system  wt  the  ne\y  government  in  America  may  there- 
by be  shaken  .; —  and  that  ifthc  Knglish  ar^  suffered  once  to  re- 
cover the  country,  such  an  opportunity  of  eftectual  operation  aiay 

not  occur  again  in  the  course  of  ages."     'i\) ,   March   12, 

■1781.  *'  To  give  the  states  a  signal  proof  of  his  friendship,  his' 
majesty  has  resolved  to  grant  them  the  sum  of  six  millions  (ofli- 
vres)  not  as  a  loan,  but  as  a  free  gift.  Tlie  sum  was  intended 
lor  the  supply  of  the  array,  and  it  v^as  thought  best  to  put  it  into 
•the  general's  Washington's;  hands,  that  he  should  draw  for  it, 
that  It  might  not  get  hito  those  of  the  different  boards  or  eom- 
mittees,  who  might  think,  themselves  under  a  neeessity  of  divert- 
ing it  to  Gtlier  purposes.  There  was  no  room  to  dispute  on  this 
foint,  every  doner  having  the  light  of  qualifying  his  gift  witii 
such  terms  as  he  thinks  proper.  The  minister  proceeded  to  in- 
form me,  that  the  courts  of  Petersburgh  and  Vienna  had  offered 
tiieir  mediation.  It  was  not  doubted,  that  congress  would  rcadily 
riccept  the  proposed  mediation,  from  their  own  sense  of  its  being 
iiseful  and  necessary. — I  have  passed  luy  seventy-hfih  year." — • 
{Soon  after  this  was  writtea,  col.  Laurens  arrived,  which  gave 
occasion  for  mentioning]  "  July  tio,  1781.  V/ith  regard  to 
?be  six  millions  given  by  tlie  king  in  aid  of  our  operations  for 
the  present  campaign,  before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Laurens,  two 
■jTiillions  tive  hundred  thousand  of  it  went  m  tlie  same  ship  with 
jiim  in  cash — two  niillion  two  hundred  thousand  were  ordered  by 
him  and  are  shipped — one  million  five  bunded  thousand  was  sent 
■to  Holland  to  go  into  the  ship  commanded  by  capt.  Gillon." 


J.     E    T    T    E     1?         X« 

lioxaury.,  January  12,  1782, 

CERTAIN  resolutions  of  congress,  as  they  refer  to  colonel 
Laurens  and  the  supphes  from  France,  (whose  arrival  has 
•Vol.  IIL  F  f  been 
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been  mentioned)  necessarily  demand  our  first  attention.  On  a 
Tepoit  of  a  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  2d 
oflast  September,  together  with  sundry  papers,  containing  an  ac-^ 
count  of  the  negociation  with  which  he  was  entrusted,  congress 
resolved  on  the  4th,  ''That  all  the  clothing,  artillery,  arms  and 
military  stores,  shipped  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  ot  the  honor- 
able John  Laurens,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  be  upon 
their  arrival  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  delivered 
to  the  order  of  the  board  of  war,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  to  take  charge  and  direction  of  the  same  : — That  all  the 
monev  shipped  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Laurens,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  be  upon  his  arrival,  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  su-» 
perintcndant  of  finance,  who  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed 

to  take  charge  of  the  same."' The  next  day  they  resolv- 

gf] — f'  The  conduct  of  lieut.  col.  Laurens,  in  his  mission  to 
the  court  of  Versailles,  as  special  minister  of  the  United  States, 
is  highly  agreeable  to  congress,  and  entitles  him  to  public  ap- 
probation." To  supply  any  deficiency  that  there  might  be  in 
their  resolution  respecting  monies  arriving  from  Eui'ope,  they  re- 
solved on  the  3d  of  December — "  That  the  superintendant  of  th© 
finances  be  and  hereby  is  authorised  and  directed  to  apply  and 
dispose  ofall  monies  which  have  been  or  may  be  obtained  in  Eu- 
rope by  subsidy,  loan  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  several  reso-- 
iutions  and  acts  of  congress  nov/  existing,  or  which  may  hereaf- 
ter be  made  for  the  approbation  cf  monies  belonging  to  the  U- 
iiitcd  States."  However  gratefully  they  thought  of  the  French 
king's  free  gift,  they  could  not  v/itli  any  propriety  accede  to  the 
mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States.  By  passing  into  the  hands  of  the  commander  in  chiefs 
it  would  subject  the  army  to  an  appearance  of  being  pensioned 
by  France,  and  v»?hen  generally  known  by  the  troops  might  loosen 
their  relative  dependence  upon  congress ;  they  therefore  wisely 
directed,  that  the  military  stores  should  be  delivered  to  the  order 
of  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  disposal  of  the  monies  should 
rest  with  the  superintendant,  subject  to  their  own  appointments^ 

We  must  now  pass  to  South-Carolina. 

When  the  continental  officers  under  gen.  Greene  had  heard 
of  the  manner  in  which  col.  Hayne  was  executed,  and  that  not- 
withstanding the  general  cartel,  several  officers  of  militia  were 
still  detained  in  captivity,  they  made  a  representation  thereof  in 
writing  to  Greene  on  the  20th  of  August ;  and  recommendedg, 
that  a  strict  enquiry  should  be  made  into  the  several  matters  men- 
tioned, and  if  ascertained,  thathe  would  be  pleased  to  retaliate  in. 
the  most  effectual  manner,  by  a  similar  treatment  of  British  sub« 
jects  who  weie  oi:  tui^ht  be  in  his  power.    They  voluntarily  sub« 

iected 
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jectcd  tbcmselves.to  all  the  consequences,  to  which  they  vroulci 
be  exposed  in  case  ot  capture.  A  tew  days  after,  Greene  issued 
from  his  liead-tjuirters  at  Camden  a  proclamation,  wherein  he 
expressly  declared — "  It  is  my  intention  to  make  reprisals  fur  all 
such  inhuman  insults,  as  often  as  they  shall  take  place." — He 
added,  "  I  further  declare,  that  it  is  my  intention  to  take  tlie  of- 
Jftcers  of  th«  regular  forces^  and  not  the  seduced  inhabitants  who 
have  joined  their  army,  for  the  objects  of  my  reprisals. "--Greene 
demanded  also  from  the  British  commanders  their  reasons  for  the 
execution  of  Hayne.  He  received  a  written  answer,  signed  N.  Bal- 
four, in  which  the  re  v^ras  an  acknowledgment,*' that  it  took  place  by 
the  joint  order  of  Lord  Rawdon  and  himself,  butin  consequence 
of  the  most  ciipressdircctionsfrom  Lord  CornwaUis^toputtodeath 
those  who  siioi^ki  be  found  in  arms,  after  being  at  their  own  re- 
quests received  as  subjects,  since  the  capitulation  of  Charleston, 
and  the  clear  conquest  of  tiie  province  in  the  summer  of  1780." 
General  Greene  replied  to  lieut  col.  B^ilfour  on  the  l^-th  of  Sep- 
tember— "  Sir,  your  favor  of  the  3d  instant  I  have  received,  and 
am  happy  for  the  honor  of  col,  Hayne,  to  find  nothing  better  to 
warrant  his  cruel  and  unjust  execution,  than  the  order  of  Lord 
Cornvvallis,  given  in  the  hour  of  victory,  when  he  consideredi 
the  livesy  liberties  and  property  of  the  ^people  prostrate  at  bis 
feet,  but  1  confess  I  cannot  express  my  astonishment,  tliat  you 
and  lord  Ra^^^don  should  give  such  iui  extraordinary  example  of 
severity,  upon  the  authority  of  that  or-der,  under  such  a  change 
of  circumstances,  so  long  after  it  had  been  remonstrated  against, 
and  after  a  cartel  had  been  settled,  to  restrain  iaiproper  severi- 
ties, and  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  retaliation.  You  will 5ee  by 
my  letter  to  lord  Cornwallis  of  tlic  nth  December  last,  a  copy 
of  which  is  enclosed,  that  1  informed  his  lordship,  his  order  was 
cruel  and  unprecedented  ;  and  that  he  might  expect  retaliation^ 
irom  the  friends  of  the  unfortunate. — ^You  observe,  that  to  au- 
thorise retaliation,  there  should  be  a  parity  of  circumstances,  to 
3vhich  I  can  by  no  means  agree.  Retaliation  presupposes  an  act 
of  violence  having  been  committed,  and  that  it  is  adopted  to  pun- 
ish the  past  and  restrain  the  future  ;  and  therefore  whatever 
will  produce  these  consequences  is  warranted  by  the  laws  of  re- 
taliation.—You  observe,  that  the  inhabitants  ofany  country  at  war, 
owe  allegiance  to  the  conquering  power.  The  right  of  conquest 
from  partial  successes,  is  often  made  u;-<e  of  to  levy  contributions ; 
but  1  believe  there  are  ro  instances,  where  the  inhabitants  aie 
punished  capitally,  for  breach  of  parole  given  under  these  circum- 
stances, especially  wiiere  the  two  powers  are  contending  for  em- 
pire ;  and  this  act  of  severity  complained  of,  is  the  more  extra^ 
4)rdinary  as  you  long  lost  that  pavt  of  ihe  country,  and  upon  your. 

own 
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own  pnndples,  the  inhabitants  owed  allegiance  to  the  eonquering 
power.  The  execution  of  licut.  Fulkev,  was  without  my  know- 
ledge or  consent ;  nor  did  I  ever  hear  of  it  before,  I  understood 
there  were  some  who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  violence  of  the  mi- 
litia, for  the  many  outrages  they  had  been  guilty  of,  and  this 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  commanding  officer,  who  put  a 
stop  to  it  the  moment  he  discovered  it.  But  there  is  a  great  dif- 
ference between  deliberate  executions  and  deaths  which  happen 
from  an  enraged  people,  urged  by  a  sense  of  injury  and  oppres- 
sion. I  have  never  authorised  or  countenanced  an  execution 
but  for  the  crime  of  desertion  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  taken 
all  the  pains  in  my  power  to  soften  the  resentments  of  the  inha- 
bitants toward  each  other,  and  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible,, 
the  dreadful  calamity  of  private  murders.  It  has  been  my  ob- 
ject to  reclaim,  not  to  destroy,  even  such  of  the  inhabitants  as 
have  been  opposed  to  the  interests  of  their  country  ;  and  I  cannot 
but  consider  your  remarks  respecting  col.  Grierson  and  major 
Dunlap,  as  both  illiberal  and  ungenerous,  if  you  are  acquainted 
with  facts.  If  not,  I  hope  you  v/ili  be  more  careful  how  yoii 
censure  without  authority  for  the  future.  A  handsome  reward 
was  offered  for  the  detection  of  the  murderers  of  both  these  per* 
sons.  As  vou  have  referred  the  justification  of  your  conduct  in 
the  affair  of  coL  Hayne,  to  lord  Cornwallis,  and  as  his  determin- 
ation upon  that  matter  will  govern  the  business  of  future  ex- 
thanges,  I  can  see  no  advantage  in  appointing  a  person  to  meet: 
capt.  Barry  on  the  subject  J  beside  v/hich,  that  gentleman  is  now 
aprisonerof  war,  and  no  longer  in  a  capacity  to  negociate  affairs 
of  this  nature.  1  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant^ 
Nathaniel  Greene."  But  before  the  date  of  this  letter,,  the  fol- 
lowing important  military  operation  had  taken  place. 

General  Greene,  on  hearing  that  the  British  were  returned  to 
their  former  station  on  the  south  side  of  the  Congaree,  concerted- 
measures  for  forcing  them  a  second  time  from  their  posts  in  this 
quarter.  Though  the  two  armies  were  within  fifteen  miles  of 
each  other  on  a  right  line,  yet  as  two  rivers  intervened  and  boats 
could  not  be  procured,  the  American  army  was  obliged  to  take  a 
circuit  of  70  miles,  with  a  view  of  more  conveniently  crossing  the 
Wateree  and  the  Congaree.  Soon  after  their  crossing  these  ri- 
•vers  they  were  joined  by  general  Pickens,  with  a  party  of  the 
Ninety-Six  militia,  and  by  the  state  troops  under  licut.  col.  Hen- 
derson. Gen,  Marion  also  joined  them  with  his  brigade  of  mili- 
tia, on  the  Ith  of  September.  The  whole  American  force  being, 
thus  collected,  Greene  proceeded  the  next  morning  to  attack  the 
British  army  under  lieut.  coh  Stewart,  who  had  retired  froni  the 
4)gngares  about  40  miles,  and  taken  post  at  the  Eutaw  Springs, 
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60  miles  north  of  Cliaiieston.  The  Americans  and  British  were 
nearly  equal  in  iuimber,  about  2000  i  but  nev/  raised  levies  and 
militia  formed  the  greatest  part  of  the  first.*  Greene  drew  up  his 
troops  in  two  hnes.  Tlie  front  consisted  of  the  militia  from  NortU 
and  South-Caroiina,  and  was  commanded  by  Marion,  k^itkcns  and 
cdi  dc  Mainiedy.  The  second  consisted  of  the  continentaliroops 
from  North-Carolina,  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  were  led  on 
by  gen.  Sumner,  lieut.  col.  Campbell,  and  col.  O.  V/illiams.  Lee 
with  his  legioii  covered  the  right  tiank,  and  Henderson  wiih  the 
state  troops,  the  ici't.  Washington,  with  his  cavalry,  and  captain 
Kirkwood,  widi  the  Delawaie  troops,  formed  a  corps  de  reserve. 
They  marched  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  lell  in  witiitwr> 
advanced  parties  of  the  Biitish,  about  four  miles  a-head  of  their 
main  army  :  these  being  briskly  charged  by  thelegion  and  state 
troops,  soon  retired.  U'he  front  line  advanced  and  continued 
filing  and  advancing  on  the  British  till  the  action  became  general, 
when  they  in  their  turn  were  obliged  to  give  way.  'iliey  were 
well  supported  by  general  Sumner's  North-Carolina  brigade  of 
continentals,  tliough  they  had  been  uader  discipline  only  for  a 
few  weeks,  and  were  chiefly  composed  of  militia  men,  who  had 
been  transferred  to  the  continental  service,  to  make  reparation 
for  their  precipitate  liight  in  former  actions.  In  the  hottest  of 
the  engagement,  while  great  execution  was  doing  on  both  sides, 
Williams  and  Campbell,  with  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  conti- 
nentals, were  ordered  by  Greene  to  charge  with  trailed  arms. 
Nothing  could  surpass  the  intrepidity  of  both  ofiicers  and  men  on 
this  occasion.  They  pushed  on  ingood  order, through  aheavy can- 
nonade, and  a  shower  of  musketry,  with  such  unshaken  resolution, 
that  they  bore  down  ail  before  ther-n.  Lee,  with  great  address, 
and  good  conduct,  turned  the  left  flank  of  the  British,  and  attack- 
ed them  at  the  same  time  in  the  rear.  Henderson  being  wound- 
ed early  in  the  action,  the  South-Carolina  state  troops  were  led 
on  by  lieut.  col.  Hampton,  the  next  in  command,  to  a  very  spi- 
rited and  successful  charge,  in  which  they  took  upward  of  100 
prisoners.  I'he  British  were  routed  in  ail  (]uarters.  Washington 
brought  up  the  corps  de  reserve  on  the  left,  and  charged  so  brisk- 
ly with  his  cavalry,  and  Kiikwood's  infantry,  as  gave  the  ene- 
my no  time  lo  rally  or  form.  They  were  closely  pursued.— ^On 
liieir  retreat,  numbers  threw  themselves  into  a  strong  brick  bourse-; 

others    - 

*  Oa  Auguft  the  ifl,  the  whole  of  the  ccnfinenlals  vl'd  not  amcLRt  ra 
eight,  hundred.  Ihs  fieid  reiurn  on  the  4'h  of  September,  was,  total  of  reg;i!.>;» 
rank  and  file  one  thouOnd  two  hundrtd  and  fil'ty-ilv  ;  ^ouh- Caroljr./,  j^ai? 
n•QO^•s,  infantry  feveoty-three,  and  cavalry  t'-venty-two  ;  foia!"f)f  mliirla  tear 
hundred  and  txity-feven,  cxciufivc  oi  MsirigD'«>  n  wu'cii  <h<;re  v,  as  uo  rciurr;* 
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others  took  post  in  a  picquetted  garden  and  among  iir. penetrable 
shrubs.  The  eagerness  of  ihe  Americans  urged  them  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  these  positions.  Washington  made  every  possible  exer- 
tion to  dislodge  them  from  ihc  thickets,  but  failed,  had  his  horse 
shot  under  him,  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  Four  six-poun- 
ders, two  of  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  were  or- 
dered up  before  the  house^  and  pushed  on  so  much  under  the  com- 
mand  of  the  fire  from  thence  and  the  thickets,  that  they  could  not: 
be  brought  oiF  again,  w^ien  Greene,  judging  all  further  efForis 
improper,  ^)rdered  the  troops  to  retire. 

The  Americans  collected  all  their  wounded,  except  those  un- 
der tiie  command  of  the  lire  of  the  house,  and  retired  to  the 
ground  from  which  they  marched  in  the  morning,  there  being 
no  wacer  nearer,  and  the  troops  ready  to  faint  with  the  heat  and 
want  of  refreshment,  the  action  having  continued  near  four 
hours ;  and  been  by  far  the  hottest  Greene  ever  saw,  and  the 
most  bloody  for  the  numbers  engaged.  He  left  a  strong  picquet 
on  the  field  of  battle. 

In  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  lieut.  col.  Stev/art  destroyed  a 
great  quantity  of  his  stores,  abandoned  the  Eutaw,  and  moved 
toward  Charleston,  leaving  upward  of  seventy  of  his  wounded, 
and  one  thousand  stand  of  arms.  He  was  pursued  for  several 
miles,  but  without  effect.  Though  m.ajor  M'Arthur  jomed  him 
with  a  large  reinforcement  fourteen  miles  below  the  Eutaw,  the 
action  was  not  renev/ed.  Indeed  the  loss  of  the  British  was 
heavy  ;  live  iiundred  were  taken  prisoners,  including  the  w^ound- 
ed  left  behind  them;  they  scarcely  suffered  less  in  killed,  and 
the  wounded  whom  they  carried  off.  Several  of  their  officers 
were  paroled  on  the  field  of  battle,  two  were  killed,  and  sixteen 
wounded,  as  was  the  commander  slightly  in  his  left  elbow.— 
The  Americans  had  114  rank  and  file  killed,  300  wounded,  and 
40  missing,  in  all  454  :  officers  killed  and  mortally  wounded,  21, 
beside  a  volunteer ;  wounded  38,  and  a  volunteer;  in  all  6|. 
Among  the  killed  of  these,  lieut.  col.  Campbell,  of  the  Virginia 
line  was  the  theme  of  universal  lamentation.  While  wiia  great 
firmness  he  was  leading  on  his  brigade  to  that  charge  which  de- 
termined the  fate  of  the  day,  he  received  a  mortal  wound. 
After  his  fall  he  enquired  who  gave  way,  and  being  informed 
the  British  were  fleeing  in  all  quarters,  he  added — "  I  die  con- 
tented"— and  immediately  expired. 

The  success  of  the  American  army  in  the  first  part  of  the  en* 
gagemcnt,  spread  such  an  alarm,  that  the  British  burned  their 
stores  at  Dorchester,  and  evacuated  their  post  near  Monk's  Cor- 
ner.    The  gates  of  Charleston  were  shut,  and  a  number  of  ne- 
groes 
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groes  employed  in  fellinc;  trees  across  the  road  on  tlie  neck.  The 
number  of  Greene's  force  actually  engaged,  was  1400  regulars 
and  500  militia,  in  all  1900;  of.  these  511,  including  72  subal- 
terns and  sergeants,  were  killed  or  wounded.  Such  was  the  heat 
of  the  action,  that  the  officers  on  each  side  fought  hand  to  hand 
and  sword  to  sword.  The  British  could  not  compel  the  conti- 
nentals to  give  way,  though  the  militia  were  (njJiged  to  retire. 
Greene  however,  has  a  liigh  opinion  ol  the  British  and  their  valor,. 
and  says — ^' They  light  a  devilish  hard  battle,  as  every  one  who 
fights  them  will  know."  On  October  the  29th,  congress  resolv- 
ed to  honor  him  with  a  British  standard  and  a  gold  medal ;  and 
voted  their  thanks  to  the  different  corps  and  their  commandei-s. 

After  the  action  the  Americans  retired  to  their  former  posi- 
tion on  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  and  the  British  took  post  in. 
the  vicinity  of  Monk's  Corner.  While  they  lay  thee  a  small 
party  ot  American  cavalry  took  upward  of  80  prisonejs  within 
»sight  of  their  main  armv.  They  no  more  acted  wilh  their  usual 
vigor.  On  the  slightest  appearance  of  danger,  they  discovered 
a  disposition  to  flee,  not  much  inferior  to  what  was  exhibited 
the  year  before  by  the  A-merican.militia. 

Such  were  the  promising  prospects  prior  to  the  battle  at  Eutaw,. 
that  John  Rutledge,  esq.  set  out  from  Philadelphia  on  the  28th 
of  June,  to  resume  the  reins  of  government  in  South-Carolina-, 
As  soon  as  cu'cumstances  would  admit  after  his  arrival,  in  reta- 
liation for  Balfour's  conduct  in  exiling  such  numbers  from  their 
homes,  he  ordered  the  brigadiers  of  militia  to  drive  the  families 
of  all  who  adhered  to  the  royal  cause,  v/ithin  the  British  lines. 
The  wifes  and  children  of  those  inhabitants  who  had  retreated 
with  the  retreating  British,  to  avoid  the  resentments  of  their 
countrymen,  were  nov/  compelled  to  take  shelter  within  their 
posts.  In  exchange  of  their  comfortable  plantations  in  the  coun- 
try, many  of  them  w^ere  reduced  in  a  little  tinie  to  the  neccssitv 
of  living  in  clay  huts  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston.  In  this  for- 
lorn situation  numbers  speedily  perished,  being  destitute  of  the 
comforts  of  life,  and  overwhelmed  with  diseases. 

While  gen.  Greene's  troops  were  on  the  High  Hills  of  Santec, 
a  dangerous  spirit  made  its  appearance  among  the  Maryland  sol- 
diers. They  w^ere  uneasy  that  some  of  the  old  officers  had  been 
sent  away,  and  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  seeing  their  friend:-; 
at  home.  They  sent  several  petitions  to  Greene,  complained  o-i 
want  of  clothing,  and  recapitulated  their  services,  in  one  of  then* 
they  mentioned,  that  out  of  seven  regiments  there  were  scarce 
two  hundred  remaining,  and thatthey  had  neverreceived  any  pay„ 
They  became  discontented,  left  off  their  usual  sports,  talked  seri- 
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ously  in  squads,  and  of  their  pay.  All  this  did  not  pass  unno- 
ticed by  the  officers,  who  watched  their  conduct  and  endeavored 
to  sooth  them,  butineirectually.  On  the  evening  of  the  21st  of 
October,  numbers  were  seen  to  go  privately  out  of  camp,  with 
their  arms,  &c.  The  officers,  alarmed  at  the  cncumstance,  or- 
dered their  corps  to  parade,  and  called  over  their  roiis.  O  d 
soldiers  manage  dexterously  among  them.selves.  They  had  put 
spies  upon  their  officers  v/hile  they  were  niaidng  an  experiment, 
and  the  moment  they  discovered  that  they  were  likely  to  be  de* 
tected  and  apprehended  for  mutiny,  they  stole  into  camp  as  se- 
cretly as  they  went  out;  some  of  them  were  observed,  but  suf- 
fered to  pass  unnoticed.  It  is  not  ahvays  best  to  punish  intend* 
ed  faults  before  actually  committed.  A  luckless  accident  which 
happened  to  a  Timothy  Grifnn,  of  the  only  South-Carolina  com- 
pany then  in  the  army,  set  all  this  affair  right.  While  the  offi- 
cers were  calling  their  rolls,  and  admonishing  some  of  the  men 
for  apparent  irregularities,  Timothy  came  on  the  parade  drunk  j 
and  having  heard  what  the  soldiers  had  previously  whispered 
among  one  another,  and  supposing  the  offi.ccrs  were  altercating 
wit-h  the  men  on  that  subject,  very  imprudently  cried  out— 
"  Stand  to  it  boys.  D — n  my  blood  if  1  would  give  an  inch.;'* 
and  other  words  to  the  same  effi^ct.  Capt.  M'Pherson,  of  the 
Maryland  line,  knocked  him  down,  knowing  the  evil  tendency 
cf  such  language.  He  was  instantly  sent  to  tne  provost;  the 
next  day  tried  by  a  general  court-martial  for  encouraging  mutiny 
and  desertion  ;  was  found  guilty  ;  sentenced  to  suffer  death  ;  and 
shot  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  presence  of  the  whole 
army.  Examples  are  never  more  necessary  in  an  army  than 
upon  such  dangerous  occasions  ;  and  no  example  was  evermore 
effectual.  The  general-orders  of  Greene,  in  consequence  of 
this,  represented  the  crime  of  the  sufferer  in  such  striking  co- 
lours as  fully  to  justify  the  sentence  of  the  court.  Greene  at 
the  same  time  passed  over  the  conduct  of  the  Maryland  troops 
(which  was  not  public)  in  such  a  n:ianner  as  to  exonerate  them 
from  any  participation  of  the  crime.  Speaking  of  unworthy 
characters,  he  said — "  One  or  two  of  artful  dispositions  are  suffi- 
cient to  betray  hundreds  of  well  disposed  men  into  errors.  But 
the  general  ib  happy  to  find  that  the  Maryland  line  has  nobly 
withstood  the  secret  machinations  of  such  as  have  attempted  to 
mislead  them  ;  nor  can  he  believe  that  soldiers  who  have  fought 
so  bravely,  and  whose  character  is  universally  admired,  will  ever 
tarnish  their  glory  by  an  improper  conduct." 

The  gen.  wrote  on  the  9th  of  November  to  gen.  Gould — "  I 
should  betray  my  trust,  and  fail  in  my  duty,  was  1  to  be  silent  up- 
on the  barbarous  custom  which  prevails  in  your  army,  of  burning 

houses 
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houses  and  dosolatfng  the  country.  1  am  informed  that  a  party 
ander  coi.  Brown  i»nd  niajor  Maxwell  latel/  burnt  all  tiic  build- 
ings upon  Hilton  Head.  l"he  instances  ot  burning  which  havt; 
ta'K.cn  place  are  no  less  savage  than  unnecessary,  and  cannot  be 
justiiicd  by  the  general  principles  of  aiodein  war,  nor  by  the  par- 
ticular ciicumstanccs  that  maik  your  nnlitary  opcratiojis. — You 
have  endeavored  to  persuade  the  vrorld,  that  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple are  in  youi'  intercut.  The  cartel  was  an  appeal  to  tliem,  und 
jt  is  from  your  disappointment,  that  the  inhabitants  feel  the  criiei 
s-trokes  of  pointed  resentments. — I  have  made  it  my  study  to  con- 
<]act  tiie  war  upon  the  most  humane  principles,  and  it  is  my  wish 
>  continue  it  so;  but  if  your  people  continue  in  the  practice  of 

turning,  I  will  change  tlsat  plan,  and  let  savage  cruelty  rage  ia 

..I  the  horrors  of  war. — it  is  painful  to  contemplate  the  miseries 
incident  to  giving  no  quarters  ;  bi.t  shocking  as  it  may  be  to  hu- 
inanity,  we  had  better  expose  ourselves  to  this  evil,  where  our  cne- 
5->iies  will  feel  it  in  common  with  u-,than  to  suffer  them  to  intlict 
a  punishment,  little  less  severe,  froiii  which  thev  are  secure. — E 
wisii  you,  Sir,  to  consider  this  matter  seasonably,  and  put  a  stop 
to  the  evil  we  complain  of,  and  not  drive  us  to  the  disagreeable 

necessity  of  adopting  measures,  no  less  repugnant  to  our  feehngs 
•  Jan  our  wislies.'* 

The  American  army  was  too  weak  needlessly  to  risk  another 
-Micral  action  ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  move  into  the  Jcnver  coun- 

ly,  to"  rover  the  collection  of  provisions  for  subsistence  llirouph 
Nie  winter-;  and  to  improve  any  accidental  opportunities.  Greene 

Li^erefore  quitted  the  High  Hills  on  the  I8th  of  November. — . 

-^hrte  days  after,  he  v/rote  to  gen.  Wasiiington — "  I  wish  some- 
tiling  decisive  may  he  done  respecting  col.  Hayne.  I  wish  vour 
ext'elicncv's  order  and  the  order  of  congress  thereon  ;  the  latter 
'Mve  signified  their  approbation  of  the  measures  I  took.     But  as 

rtafiation  did  not  take  place  injuiediately,  (nor  did  1  think  my- 
self at  liberty  on  a  m.attcr  of  such  magniLtide,  but  from  the  most 
piessing  necessityjand  as  the  enemy  did  not  repeat  the  oflence,  I 
1>ave  been  at  a  loss  how  to  act,  with  respect  to  the  onVina!,  not 
Ihaving  any  officer  of  equal  rank  witJicol.  Hayne  in  my  possession. 
I  am  ready  to  execute  whatever  may  he  thought  advisable."  Qn 
the  27th  he  left  col.  O.  VViiiiams  to  command  the  main  army 
'^nd  marched  with  all  the  cavalry,  200,  and  a  detachment  of  200 
infantry,  toward  Dorchester,  through  private  roads.  On  the  29tli 
'"fie  went  to  reconnoitre  the  British  vrorks  at  that  place,  which  in- 

•  iced  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  sally  forth.     A  rencounter  ensued, 
or  10  men  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  a  subaltern  and  four  or 
:;ve  men  of  the  South  Carolina  state  troop--'  wee  taken  prisonei-s 
Vol   IIT  G  g         '  ll,e 
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The  ge^jeral  made  such  appearances  of  a  serious  attack,  that  the: 
garrison  consisting  of  about  150  horse,  500  regular  infantry,  and 
about  200  royalists,  abandoned  their  works  the  night  following, 
and  retreated  to  the  Quarter-house  on  Charleston-neck.  By 
this  mean  all  the  rice  between  Edesto  and  Ashley  rivers  was  sav-- 
cd  to  the  Americans,  The  mancxuvre  induced  O.  Williams  to 
write  to. Greene  on  December  tlie  4th — ''  Your  success  at  Dor- 
chester would  make  your  enemies  hate  themselves,  if  all  circum- 
stances were  generally  known  ;  and  the  same  knowledge  would^ 
make  your  friends  admire  the  adventure  even  more  than  they  do^ 
1  am  very  happy  thai  you  have  obtained  your  wish,  v/ithout  risk- 
ing a  general  action,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  keep  what 
you  have  gotten,  till  the  reinforcement  under  general  St.  Clair 
will  enable  you  to  take  more.*'  The  main  army  continued  march- 
ing under  Williams  till  it  arrived  at  Round  O  on  the  7th,  where 
it  encamped,  and  was  joined  by  Greene  two  days  after. 

We  sliali  close  the  operatians  in  South-Carolina  with. the  fol- 
lowing narration^ 

Early  in  the  year  Greene  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
Indian's,  by  which  they  engaged  to  observe  a  strict  neutrahty. 
This  was  attended  with  the  beneficial  effects  of  saving  the  fron- 
tier settlements  of  both  the  Carolinas  from  their  incursions,  while 
the  inhabitants  were  left  at  full  liberty  to  concentrate  their  force 
against  the  army  under  lord  Cornwallis.  V/heii  the  co-opera^ 
-lion  of  the  Indians  could  be  of  the  least  service  to  the  British 
forces,  they  were, induced,  to  break  their  engagement.  They, 
v/ith  a  number  of  disguised  whitemen,  calling  themselves  the 
king's  friends,  made  an  incursion  into  the  district  of  Ninety-Six>.. 
massacred  some  families,  and  burned  several  houses.  Gen.  Pick- 
ens collected  a  party  of  the  American  militia,  and  penetrated  in* 
rothe  settlements  of  the  Cherokees.  7'.his  he  accomplished  in< 
fourteen  days  at  the  head  of  SD4r  horsemen.  In  that  short  space 
lie  burned  13  towns  and  villages,  killed  upward  of  40  Indians  and 
took  a  great  number  of  prisoners.  Not  one  of  his  party  was  killed, 
and  only  two  were  wounded.  None  of  the  expeditions  against 
the  Chcrokees  had  been  so  rapid, and  decisive  as  the  present. — • 
Pickens  did  not  expend  three  pounds  ot  ammunition,  and  yet  only 
three  Indians  escaped,  after  having  been  once  seen.  On  this  oc-^ 
casion  a  new  and  successful  mode  of  fighting  the  Indians  was  in- 
troduced. Instead  of  firing,  the  American  militia  rushed  forward 
on  horseback,  and  charged  with  drawn  swords.  This  was  the  se- 
cond time  since  the  commencement  of  the  American  war,  that . 
the  Cherokces  were  chastised  in  their  own  settlements,  in  conse-!' 
gjuence  of  their  suffering  themselves  to  be  excited  by  British  e^- 

missaries- 
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rnissarles  to  coiiiincncc  hostilities  Jigainst  their  white  neighhor*;. 
I'hcy  again  sued  for  peace,  in  the  most  suhmissive  tern^s,  and  ob- 
tained it  after  promising,  that  instead  of  listening  to  the  advice  of 
the  royalists  instigating  them  to  war,  they  would  deliver  to  the 
authority  of  the  state,  all  who  visited  their  settlements  on  that 
errand. 

The  return  of  gen.  Arnold  to  New-York  fiom  Virginia,  did 
not  fix  him  in  a  state  of  inactivitv.  He  was  sent  on  an  enterprise 
;against  New-London,  wnth  a  sufhcient  land  and  marine  force.-— 
'i  he  embarkation  having  passed  over  from  Long-Island  shore  ia 
the  night,  the  troops  were  landed  in  two  detachments  on  each  side 
of  the  harbour,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember ;  that  on   the  Groton  side  being  con^manded  by  lieut. 
col.  Eyre,  and  that  on  New- London  side  by  the  general,  who 
met  no  great  trouble.     Fort  Trumbull  and    the  redoubt,  which 
were  intended  to  cover  the  harbour  and  town,  not  being  tenable, 
"were  evacuated  as  he  approached,  and  the  few  men  in  them  cros- 
sed the  river  to  Fort  Griswold  on  Groton-Hill.  Arnold  proceed-- 
•cd  to  the  town  without  being  otherwise  opposed  than  by  the  scat- 
tered fire  of  small  parties  that  had  hastily  collected.  Orders  weit; 
sent  by  the  general  to  Eyre  for  attacking  Fort  Griswold,  that  so 
the  possission  cf  it  might  prevent  the  escape  of  the  American 
shipping.     The  militia,  to  the  amount  of  1.57,  collected  for  its 
defence,  but  so  hastily  as  not  to  be  fully  furnished  with  iire  arms 
and  other  weapons,     A.s  the  assailants  approached,  a  iiring  conT- 
menced,  and  the  flag-staff  was  soon  shot-down,  frorr^ ^Thence  the 
neighbouring  spectators  inferred,  that  the  place  had-surrendered, 
till  the  continuance  of  the  tiring  convinced  them  to  the  contrary. 
The  garrison  defended  themselves  with  the  greatest  resolution 
and    bravery ;  Eyre    was   wounded  near  the  works,  and    majoi- 
Montgomery  killed  immediately  after,  so  that  the  command  de- 
volved on  major  Bromfield,     The  British  at  one  time  staggered'^; 
but  the  fort  being  out  cf  repair,  could  not  be  maintained  by  a 
•handful  of  men  against  so  superior  a  number  as  that  whichas-c 
saulted  it.  After  an  action  of  about  40  minutes,  the  resolution^of  the 
.royal  troops  carried  the  place  by  the  point  o-f  the  bayonet.  The 
Americans  had  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  killcd,bcfore  the  enemy 
entered  the  fort ;  when  a  severe  execution  took  place  though  re- 
sistance ceased.  The  British  ofticcr  enquired  on  his  entering,  who 
commanded  ;  col.  Ledvaid  answered — "  1  did,  Sir,  but  you  do 
310W  ;"  and  presented  bim  his  sword.  The  colonel  was  immedi- 
ately run  through  and  killed.    Ihc  slain  were  T3,    the  wounded 
between   30  and   40,  and  about  40  were  carried  oft  prisoners, 
^oon^fter  reducing;  the  fort,  the  soldiers  loaded  a  wn^^oa  wiiii 
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the  wounded,  as  said,  by  order  of  their  officers,  and  set  the  wag* 
gon  off  from  the  top  of  the  hill,  which  is  long  and  very  steep  : 
tne  waggon  went  a  considerable  distance  with  great  force,  tiii  it 
was  suddenly  stopt  by  an  appic  tree,  which  gave  the  faint  and 
bleeding  men  so  terrible  a  shocic,  that  part  of  them  died  instantly. 
About  15  vessels  with  effects  of  the  inhabitants  retreated  up  the 
river,  notwithstanding  the  reduction  of  the  fort ;  and  four  others 
remained  intiic  harbour  unhurt:  a  number  were  burnt  by  the  lire's 
communicating  from  the  stores  when  in  flames.  Sixty  dwelling 
hcuLcS  and  S4  stores  were  burned,  including  those  on  both  sides 
the  harbour  and  m  New-London.  Tlie  burning  of  the  town  was 
intentional,  and  not  accidental.  The  loss  that  the  Americans 
sustained  in  this  destruction  was  very  great ;  for  there  were  large 
quantities  of  naval  stores,  of  European  goods,  of  East  and  West 
India  commodities,  and  of  provisions  in  the  several  stores.  The 
British  had  two  com.missioncd  officers  and  46  privates  killed ;  eight 
officers  (some  of  whom  are  since  dead)  with  J  35  non-commis- 
sioned and  privates  vv'ounded. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  relation  of  more  capital  and  decisive 
operations. 

The  destination  of  count  de  Grasse  to  aco-operationVvilh  the' 
Americans  vvas  known  by  the  British  ministry  time  enough  for 
sending  orders  to  Sir  George  Rodney  to  counteract  him.  The 
count  in  prosecuting  the  fixed  resolve  of  the  French  court  to  give  ■ 
effectual  assistance  to  the  United  States,  sailed  with  his  w1-m>1c  fleet 
and  a  large  convoy  from  Martinico  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  arriv- 
ed at  Cape  Francois  by  the  middle  of  the  month,  where  he  was 
leintcrced  by  five  ships  of  the  line.  Li  the  beginning  of  August  he 
sailed  from  the  Cape  with  a  prodigious  convoy,  which  having  seen 
out  of  danger,  beside  touching  at  the  Havannah  for  money,  he 
directed  iiis  course  for  the  Chesapeak  v/ith  23  sail  of  the  line  and 
several  frigates.  Admiral  Rodney,  designing  to  return  to  Great 
Britain,  concluded  upon  sending  Sir  Samuel  Hood  with  only  14 
sail  of  the  line,  some  frigates,  and  a  fire-ship,  to  the  Chesapeak  ; . 
and  forwarded  dispatches  to  New-York,  to  acquaint  the  British 
commanders  with  de  Grasse's  motions  and  Elood's  destination, 
which  however  were  not  received  in  time.  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
discovered  by  intercepted  letters,  that  Rochambeau  had  marched 
with  the  French  troops  from  Rhode-Isiand  ;  that  their  battering 
train  and  stores  for  anew  siege  were  lefi  at  Providence  under  little 
more  than  a  militia  guard  ;  and  that  their  fleet  remained  in  Rhode 
Island.  He  upon  that  planned  an  expedition  against  them,  and  pro- 
posed itto  Adm.  Graves.  Graves  however  sailed  on  a  cruise  before 
Boston.    When  he  returned  on  the  leth  of  A*i;§ust,  the  propjo- 

sai 
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sal  was  renewed  ;  but  It  was  now  becoiy.c  necessary  to  refit  one 
of  his  ships  and  to  repair  others,  vSo  that  his  fleet  could  not  he 
ready  in  season-  Mr.  de  BairraS  sailed  With  the  train  and  stores 
from  Rhode-Island  on  the  25th  ;  conckiding  from  de  Grasse's 
own  dispatches,  th;jt  ho  must  be  then  at  the  Chesapeake.  De 
Barras  was  at  liberty  to  hi;ve  undertaken  any  other  service  ;  but 
though  he  was  an  older  officer  than  de  Grasse,  he  \oluntarily 
chose  to  put  himself  under  his  command,  to  insure  an  object, 
the  attainment  of  which  was  of  such  immense  consequence  to 
the  allied  arms  of  France  and  America.  On  the  day  of  his  sail- 
ing Sir  Samuel  Hood  arrived  off  the  Ches^apeake,  where  he  ex- 
pected to  have  met  Graves,  v/ith  the  squadron  from  New-York  ; 
but  being  disappointed,  he  sent  a  frigate  to  that  commander, 
with  the  news  of  his  arrival.  Had  they  formed  ajunction  atthis 
period  and  place,  they  might  have  secured  the  Chesapeake,  and 
have  prevented  de  Grasse's  entering  it  a  few  days  after.  Sir  Sa- 
muel having  examined  the  bay,  proceeded  to  the  Capes  of  Dela- 
ware, and  not  seeing  or  hearing  any  thing  of  de  Grasse,  made 
the  best  of  his  way  to  S»indy-Hook^  where  he  arrived  on  the  28th. 
On  that  day  the  commanders  at  New-York  received  intelligence 
that  Barras  had  sailed  three  days  before  to  the  Southward.  Not- 
withstanding the  hope  of  intercepting  his  squadron  before  it 
could  join  dc  Grasse,  must  have  been  a  new  incentive  for  ex- 
ertions, it  was  three  days  before  Graves  could  be  in  readiness  to 
proceed  from  New  A^ork,  with  live  ships  of  the  line  and  alifty  gun 
ship,  to  the  Hook,  and  from  thence  v;ith  the  whole  lieet  under 
liis  command  to  the  st)uthward.  The  day  before  lie  sailed,  de 
Grasse  arrived  in  the  Che-sapeake.  On  his  passage  the  count 
fell  in  with  and  took  a  packet  from  Ciiarleston,  having  on  board 
lord  Rawdon,  who  was  on  his  return  to  Great-Britain. 

The  French  admiral,  after  blocking  up  York  river,  took  pos- 
session of  James's,  in  order  to  cover  the  boats  of  the  fleet, 
which  were  to  convey  the  marquis  de  St.  Simon,  with  3300  land 
forces  from  the  West-Indies,  eighteen  leagues  up  the  river,  to 
form  a  junction  with  Fayette.  Graves  received  no  intelligence 
cf  the  French  fleet  (nor  they  of  his  approach)  till  they  were  dis- 
covered early  in  the  morning  of  Sepiember  the  5th,  lying  at  an- 
chor, to  the  number  of  24  sail  of  the  line,  just  within  Cape  Hen- 
ry, and  coi^.scquently  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake.  The  French 
iiiunediatciy  slipped  their  cables,  and  turning  out  fron-i  the  anchor- 
age ground,  dc  Grasse  threw  out  a  signal  for  the  sliips  severally  to 
form  the  line  as  they  could  come  up,  without  regarding  particu- 
lar stations.  The  British  fleet  amounted  to  nineteen  ships  of  tne 
line,  and  one  or  more  of  50  guns.     Through  various  delays  the 
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action  did  not  commence  till  four  o'clock,  and  then  was  partial^ 
onlv  the  van  and  a  part  of  the  British  centre  being  able  to  come 
near  enough  lo  engage  with  effect.  De  Giasse  didnotaim  so  much 
ataclose  engagement  as  at  keeping  possession  of  the  Chesapeake, 
and  saving  his  ships  for  thatandallitscorrespondent  purposes.  The 
absence  of  1800  of  his  seaman  and  90  ofiicers,  employed  in  con- 
veying Simons's  troops  up  Tames  river,  cor.firaied  him  in  hisa- 
voidance  of  a  hazardous  action.    Drake,  with  the  rear  diyison,  ^a 
consequence  of  the  last  ta-ck,  becoming  the  van  of  the  British  fleet» 
treated  the  French  van  so  roughly  that  they  bore  away,  while  de 
Grasse,  with  the  centre,  edged  up  in  order  to  cover  their  retreat. 
The  weight  of  the  action  tell  principally  upon  the  British  van, 
the  centre  coming  in  for  a  more  moderate  share,  and  -seven  sail 
never  being  able  to  get  within  a  proper  gun-shot  distance  of  the 
French  ;  from  these  circumstances  Drake's  division  suffered  se- 
verely. The  engagement  ended  about  sun-set.  The  slain  on  board 
the  British  amounted  to  90,  and  the  wounded  to  230,  The  Shrews- 
bury and  Intrepid  bore  more  than  a  propoitlonable  share  of  tliis 
loss.  Capt.  Robinson,  of  the  former  lost  a  leg,  anilcapt,  Moiloy, 
of  the  latter,  gained  great  honor  by  the  gallantry  with  which  he 
succoured  and  covered  the  Shrewsbury  when  ovcrborn-e  and  sur- 
rounded by  the  French,     According  to  the  French  accounts,  no 
more  than  15  ships  on  each  side  were  engaged.    Admiral  Graves 
used  all  measures  to  keep  up  the  line  during  the  night,  with  the 
design  of  renewing  the  action  in  the  morning.     But  he  discover- 
ed that  several  ships  of  the  van,  and  the  Montague  of  the  centre, 
liad  suffered  so  much  in  their  masts,  that  they  were  in  no  condi- 
tion for  renewing  the  action  till  the  same  W'ere  secured.     The 
Terrible  was  so  leaky  as  to  keep  all  her  pumps  going,  and  the 
Ajax  was  in  little  better  condition.     The  hostile  tieets  continued 
for  five  successive  days,  partly  repairing  their  damages  and  partly 
manoeuvring  in  sight  of  each  other ;  and  at  times  were  very  near. 
The  British  were  so  mutilated  that  they  had  not  speed  enough  to 
attack  the  French ;  and  these  showed  no  inclination  to  renew 
the  action,  though  they  had  it  often  in  their  power,  as  they  gene- 
rally  maintained  the  v/ind  of  Graves.    De  Gracse  fearing  lest  by 
some  favorable  change  of  it,  the  British  should  get  before  him 
to  the  Chesapeake,  returned  thither  on  the  10th  of  Sept.     The 
Richmond  and  Iris,  of  32  guns  each,  v/hich  had  been  sent  to  cut 
away  the  buoys  of  the  French  anchors,  fell  into  his  hands.  His 
putting  to  sea,  and  continuing  there  after  lighting  the  British,  v/as 
probably  the  saving  of  de  Barras;  for  during  deGrasse's  absence,* 
the   other  arrived    in  the  bay  with  eight  French   line   of  bat- 

*  See  ceunt  de  GrafTe's  letter  to  >^e  chevalier  de  Luzerne,  Sept.  13,  and 
tile  Baltimore  news-paper  of  Sept.  i8,  1781. 
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battle  ships,  beside  fiigatcSjtraiupurts  and  victuallers,  bringing 
with  him  the  aiiiilcry  and  Mores  indi:3pensui>iv  necessary  for  \.\i^ 
siege  ct  York-l'own.  'j'he  Anicriean  oilucrs  were  in  great 
pain  about  him,  vvlientliey  heard  of  Graves's  having  put  to  sea,, 
lest  he  should  I'all  in  wiih  the  latter,  be  overpowered,  and  there- 
by all  their  hopes  of  capturing  lord  CornwaUis  be  disappointed^ 
De  Barras  had  taken  a  wide  circuitous  course  to  avoid  being, 
intercepted ;  but  that  very  precaution  might  have,  proved  his 
?;uin,  had  not  de  Grasse  left  the  Chesapeake  on  the  5th,  and  en- 
gaged and  manoeuvred  with  Graves.  In  the  niean  time,  a  fresh 
gale  and  a  head  sea  so  increased  Uie  damage  and  danger  of  the 
Terrible^  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  evacuate  and  then  bura- 
her.  This  was  done  on  the  lllh,  and  about  nine  at  night,. 
Graves  bore  uj)  for  the  Chesapeake  ;  but  upon  information  being; 
brought  him  ;  that  the  French  fleet  were  ail  anchored  within  the 
Cape,  so  as  to  block  the  passage,  it  was  determined  by  a  coun- 
cil of  war,  to  return  to  New-York,  where  the  fieet  arrived 
the  20th  of  September. 

One  great  object  of  the  British  force  in:  Virginia,  w^as  the  esta- 
blislmient  of  a  strong  post  and  place  of  arms,  whicli  bv  embracing 
some  good  harbour,  or  commanding  one  of  the  great  navigable 
rivers,  should  equally  facilitate  future  hostile  operations,  whether 
by  sea  or  land  ;  and.  w.hich,  beside  giving  an.  opportunity  for  dis- 
tressing the  country,,  if  the  reduction  of  it  could  not  be  effected,, 
should  afford  such  a  station  for  the  British  iieets  and  cruisers,  a> 
would  render  them  entirely  masters  of  Chesapeake -bay.  But  tha 
litility  of  such  a  post  was  necessarily  founded  on  the  confidjcnce 
of  a  constant  naval  superii)rity,  as  well  as  of  its  being  defensible 
by  a  moderate  force  on  the  land  side.  Upon  a  personal  examin- 
ation of  Portsmouth,  lord  CornwaUis  discovered  it  to  be  totalh/r 
ijicompetent  to  the  purpose  of  the  intended  post.  Point-Comfort 
was  thought  to  be  no  less  defective..  ^  York -To  wiv  lying,  on  the 
river  of  tliatname,  and  on  the  narrowest  part  of  the  peninsula- 
between  York  and  James  rivers,  where  it  is  about  £ve  miles 
over;  and  Gloucester  Point,  on  the  north  and  opposite  side,  and 
projecting  so  far  into  the  river,  that  the  distance  between  both, 
is  not  much  above  a  mile,  afforded  the  onlv  remaining  choice^ 
Tiiey  entirely  commanded  the  navigation  of  the  river,  which  is 
so  deep  at  this  place,  as  to  admit  of  ships  of  greai  size  and  bur- 
den; but  then  they  required  the  whole  force  that  CornwaUis 
possessed,  to  render  them  effective.  His  lordship  gave  the  pre- 
ferrence  to  them,  and  repaired  with  his  army  in  August  to  the 
peninsula.  He  applied  himself  with  the  utmost  diligence  to  for- 
tify these  posts^  and  to  reudc;  th'jm  equally  respectable  by  land 
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and  water.  His  whole  force  amounted  to  about  7000  excelleiit 
troops.  Before  his  lordship  had  fixed  himself  and  army  in  tliese 
posts,  a  series  of  manoeuvres  had  taken  place  between  him  and 
the  marquis  dc  la  Fayette  ;  in  which  the  British  general  display- 
ed the  boldness  of  enterprise,  and  the  marquis  the  judgment  of 
age  blended  with  the  ardor  of  youth.  Fayette,  under  various 
pretences,  sent  the  Pennsylvania  troops  to  the  south  side  of 
James  river;  collected  a  force  in  Gloucester  county;  and  made 
sundry  excellent  arrangements,  which  he  early  communicated 
to  de  Grasse  by  an  officer. 

The  French  and  American  armies  continued  their  marcli  from 
the  northward,  till  they  arrived  at  the  Head  of  Elk  ;  within  an 
hour  after,  they  received  an  express  from  count  de  Grasse,  with 
the  joyful  account  of  his  arrival  and  situation.^  Fhis  circumstartee 
wilt  appear  the  more  remarkable  when  we  consider  the  original 
distance  of  the  parties,  as  well  from  the  scene  of  action  as  from 
each  other,  and  the  various  accidents,  difficulties  and  delays,  to 
which  they  were  all  liable.  The  greatest  harmony  subsisted  be- 
tween Washington  and  Rochambeau,  v/hichlessened  some  of  the 
difficulties  attending  their  joint  operations.  The  former  being 
withoutasufhciency  of  raoneyto  supply  his  troops,  applied  to  the 
count  for  a  loan,  v/hich  was  instantly  granted.  Tn  order  to  hap- 
ten the  arrival  of  the  allied  troops,  de  Grasse  selected  seven  ves- 
sels drawing  the  least  water,  to  transport  them  down  Chesapeake- 
bay.  But  the  moment  they  were  ready  to  sail  on  this  service,  the 
count  was  obliged  to  prepare  far  repelling  the  British  fleet.— 
When  Mr.  de  Barras  arrived,  he  sent  up  those  transports  he 
brought  with  him,  to  the  troops ;  de  Grasse  after  that  added  to 
them  as  many  frigates  as  he  could. ^^  Bv  the  25th  of  September 
all  the  troops  were  arrived  and  landed  at  Williamsburgh,  and  pre- 
parations were  made  with  all  possible  dispatch,  for  putting  the 
army  in  a  situation  to  move  down  toward  York-Town.  Gen 
Washington  and  count  de  Rochambeau,  with  their  suites  aftd 
other  officers,  had  reached  Williamsburgh  by  hard  travelling,  on 
the  14th,  eleven  days  sooner.  Here  the  general  found  a  vessel 
waiting  to  convey  him  to  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  sent  by  count 
de  Grasse,  as  he  could  not  with  propriety  leave  his  fleet.  The 
commander  in  chief  and  the  count  de  Rochambeau,  accompanied 
by  generals  Chastellux,  du  Portail  and  Knox,  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  visit  the  count,  on  board  the  Ville  de  Paris.  A  coun- 
cil was  held,  and  de  Grasse  detailed  his  engagements  to  be  in 
the  West-Indies   at  the  latter  end  of  October  or  beginning  of 

*  Count  deGr4ne>  letter  of  Seplember  I3j  I7^X'  -    '    -* 

Novem'ber, 


IsJov-embcr,  But.  he  finally  agreed  to  coj-iinuc  in  the  Chcsaptakr? 
ijntii  tliC  opeiution  ;tgaii]St  lord  C  Jinvv4llis  bhuuld  be  dcudcd. 
Alk'c  which  the  conjpany  re  turned, 

.  All  the  AtiK'jicaii^)  and  i'j.encii  Ir'.K'ps  fc.:rnc«1  a  junctloii  at 
WiUiarubburgh,  'J.  lie  ijvarquis  de  ja  FayeUe  had  been  joined  by 
^000  under  it.  Sia:u>n  some  days  befu»e  the  26th  orScpicnibci:. 
'i^lic  whule  regular  ft^rre  thus  eollected  aru/urucd  ttx  bt.vvteii  i  \ 
and  I  2,OjO  iricn.  'I'iic  riiiiiiiji  of  Virginia,  vv  .;r.e  also  called  out  k> 
serviee.,  and  were  commanded  by  gov.  Nelsou.  -  Oa  the  27Lh, 
Washiiigi.or.  f^avc  -out  in  f^cncral  orders — "  it'tb*  ei\?-.Miy  would 
be  tempied  to  meet  the  anuy  on  its  inarch,  i!ie  ge^iCial  pariieuiuriv 
enjoins  the  troopr,  to  place  their  principal  rcliaiKje  oa  tlae  havoiiec, 
that  tliey  may  prove  the  •vaiuiyqflfic  boast  ivkicli  Lu-e  Briiiiih  make 
(^^  their  peculiar  prowess  in  deciding  bcuUles  with  that  •weapon.^'* 
'i'he  next  morning  the  army  marched,  and  haliod  about  two  miles 
•from  York-7'own  just  before  sun-stit.  i'he  oMkers  and  soldiers 
were  ordered  to  He  on  their  arms  the  whole  n'-glit.  On  tlic  3()'h, 
col.  Scammeli  (being  officer  oFthe  day)  in  appr-oacliingdieene- 
jnys's  outer  worlds,  to  .see  if  they  had  ready  jcft  Uiem,  was  niortal- 
iy  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  by  a  party  of  the  enemy's  iiorse, 
which  lay  secreted,  'ibis  day  ioid  Cornwajiis  was  elosely  in- 
vested in  York-Towii.  The  French  extended  from  the  river  a- 
bove  the  town  to  a  morals  in  the  qentre,  wliere  they  were  met  by 
the  Americans,  wiio  oecupiedthe  opposite  side  from  the  river  to 
that  spot.:  The  post  at  Gloucester  Point  was,  at  the  same  time, 
invested  by  the  duke  de  Lauzun  with  Ids  legion,  and  a  number  of 
Virginia  militia  under. gen.  Weedon. 

Before  the  tro-ops  left  Williamsburgb,  Washington  received  a 
letter  from  de  Grasse,  informing  him,  that  in  ease  of  the  appear- 
ance of  a  Briilsh  ileet,  the  count  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  go 
out  and  meet  them  at  sea,  instead  of  lighting  in  a  confined  situa- 
tion. This  information  exceedingly  ahu-med  the  general,  who 
instantly  saw  the  propability  of  [he  British  lieet's  manayavringia 
such  manner,  as  to  reinforce  or  withdraw  lord  Cornwallis.  To 
prevent  a  measure- pregnant  with  so  much  evij,  Lis  exceiJency- 
wrote  to  the  count  on  the  26th — ^*  I  am  unable  to  describe  the 
painful  anxiety  under  which  I  have -Idbored.  since  thcreceptioii 
ct  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant.  It  ebh'ges  n^e  wanpjy  to  uige.a 
perseverance  in  the  plan  agreed  upon.  The  atienipt  upon  York, 
under  the  protection  of  your  shipping,  is  as  certain  of  sueee^s  as  a 
superior  force  andasuperiority  of  measures  can  renderauy  mili.t:i- 
iv  operation.  The  capture  of  the  Britiidi  army  is/i  matter  so  im- 
portant in  itself  and  in  its  consequences,  that  it  must  greatly  tend 
4,u  bring  an  end  to  the  wai.— If  your  cjiccii^incy  iquits  the  oay, 
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an  access  is  open  to  relieve  York,  of  which  the  enemy  will  in- 
stantly avail  themselves.  The  consequence  of  this  will  be,  not 
only  the  disgrace,  but  the  probable  disbanding  of  the  v/hole  army^. 
for  the  present  seat  of  war  being  such,  as  absolutely  precludes  the 
use  of  waggons,  from  the  great- number  of  laige  rivers  which  in- 
tersect the  country,  there  will  be  a  total  want  of  provisions.  This- 
province  has-been  so  exhausted,  that  subsistence  must  be  drawn 
i-rom  a  distance,  and  that  can.  only  be  done  by  a.superior  fleet  in. 
the  bay.  I  earnestly  beg-  your  exoellcncy  to  consider,. that  if  by: 
moving  your  fleet  from  the  situation  agreed  upon,  we  lose  the  pre- 
sent opportunity^  we  &hali  never  hereafter  have  it  in  our  powe? 
to  strike  so  decisive  a  stroke,  and  the  period  of  an  honorable  peace 
will  be  further  distant  tliat  ever.  Supposing  the  force,  said  ta 
have  arrived  under  adm,  Digby,  to  be  true,  their  whole  force  u- 
jiited  cannot  be  such  as  to  give  theai  any  hope  of  success  in  the 
attacking  your  iieet. — I  am  to  press  your  excellency  to  perse.vece 
in  the  scheme  so  happily  concerted  betv/een  us.  Permit  me  to 
uddj  that  tlic  absence  of  your  fleet  from  the  bay  may  frustrate  our 
design  upon  the  garrison  at  York,  For,  in  the  present  situation,- 
Jord  Cornwailis  might  evacuate  the  place  with  the  loss  of  his  ar- 
tillery, baggage  and  a  few  men — sacrifices-,  which  would  he  high- 
ly justiiiable,  from  the  desire  of  saving  the  body  of  the  army.  The 
marquis  de  la  Fayette  carries  this.  He  is  not  to  pass  the  Cape 
for  fear  of  accident,  in  case  you  should  be  at  sea."  This  letter, 
with  the  marquis's  persuasionSj  had  the  desired  eiFect;  and  th«3 
same  hour  whenthecombined  army  appeared  before  York-Town, 
the  French  lieet  v/as  brought  to  the  mouth  of  York-River,  and  by 
their  position  effectually  covered  all  subsequent  military  opera- 
tions, and  prevented  either  the  retreat  or  succor  of  lord  CorE* 
wallis's  army  by  water.  The  posts  of  York  and  Gloucester  were 
the  most  favorable  of  any  in  the  country  for  besieging  the  British,;,, 
and  preventing  their  escape,  when  the  siege  was  supported  .by  a 
superior  land  and  naval  force. 

Lord  Cornwailis  was  sufhciently  strong  for  fighting  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  even  after  he  had  been  joined  by  St.  Simon  ;  and- 
is  thought  to  have  been  mistaken  in  not  engaging  them  either  se- 
parately or  together.  The  m.oment  he  heard  that  the  allied  troopa 
were  at  the  head  of  Elk,  and  that  de  Grasse  was  arrived  with  so 
powerful  a  fleet  at  the  Chesapeake, hisiordship  should  have  pushed 
olFfor  Charleston,  Therefore  it  was  that  gen.  Greene  wrote  t© 
Baron  Steuben  on  the  nth — "  Nothing  can  save  Cornwailis  but 
3  rapid  retreat  through  North-Carolina  to  Charleston."  His 
lordship's  conduct  was  influenced  by  an  expectation  of  a  reinforce^ 
.ment  from  Sir  Henry  Ciintonj  and  ^  full  persuasion  that  these, 
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^exertions  would  ])Q  made  at  New-Yoik,  and  such  a  naval  stren^rh 
xvGuld  arrive  from  thence  in  time,  r.s  vvv)uld  ctFcctually  relitn-c 
-hmi.  'i'liis  may  be  gathered  tVom  his  wriling  on  the  1 6th — "  Ix" 
I  had  no  hopes  or'  rehef,  I  would  rather  risk  an  action  than  de- 
fend my  half  finished  works.  But  as  you  say  admiral  Digby  is 
hourly  expected,  and  have  promised  exertions  to  assist  me,  1  do 
not  tliink  my<3elf  justiliablc  inputting  the  fate  of  the  war  upon  so 
desperate  an  attempt."  He  must  liave  meant  that  of  fighting  i-'ay- 
etteandSt.  Simon,  for  the  troops  of  Washington  and  Rochambcau 
did  not  arrive  till  aftervv^ud,  '  .Fayette  liad  taken  a  strong  posi- 
tion ;  but  the  attempt  would  not  have  appeared  so  desperate  tv> 
ills  lordship,  had  he  known  tlie  real  .number  of  the  enemy. 

The  trenches  were  opened  by  the  combined  armies  on  the  Gtl? 
of  October,  at  600  yards  distance  from  Cornwallis's  v/ovks.  I'he 
:iight  being  dark  and  rainy,  was  well  adapted  to  the  service,  ia 
which  there  was  not  a  man  hurt.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  9th.. 
the  redoubts  and  batteries  being  conipieled^  a. general  discharge 
of  21  and  18  pounders  and  of  10  inch  mortars,  commenced  by 
•the  Americans  on  the  right,  .and  continued  all  night  without  in- 
termission. 'I'he  next  morning  the  French  opened  their  batierics 
on  the  left,  and  a  tremendous  roar  of  cannon  and  mortars  was 
continued  for  six  or  eight  hours  without  ceasing.  There  was  an 
incessant  iire  through  tiie  succeeding  night.  By  one  of  the 
French  shells,  the  Charon  of  44  guns  and  a  transport  ship,  were 
•set  on  fire  and  burnt.  The  following  mornmg  [llth]  the  enemy's 
other  guard-ship  V\^as  fiied  by  one  of  the  American  shells,  and 
consumed.  At  night  the  besiegers  opjened  tiieir  second  parallel, 
S.OO  yards  from  the  works  of  the  besieged.  The  Americans  had 
3  men  killed  and  I  wounded,  by  a  French  cannon  whicli  liied 
-too  low.  On  the  14th  in  the  evening,  an  American  battalion  was 
ordered  into  the  second, parallel,  ^nd  to  begin  a. large  battery  iii 
advance  on  the  right,  A  few  minutes  before  they  began  to  break, 
.ground,  the  enemy  kept  a  constant  fire  upon  them  ;  one  of  their 
.shells  burst  in  the  centre  of  the  battalion,  and  killed  a  captaia 
-and  onfz  private,  and  v/ounded  a  second.  The  fire  of  tlie  be- 
•sieged  v/as  very  great  through  the  night;  and  it  was  thought: 
that  the  besiegers  lost  as  many  men  within  24  hours  at  this  .pe~ 
■jiod,  as  they  had  done  nearly  the  whole  siege  belorc. 

Two  redoubts,  which  were  advanced  about  200  yarda  on  tht^ 
left  of  the  British,  greatly  impeded  the  progress  of  the  combined 
iirmies.  An  attack  on  these  v/as  therefore  proposed.  To  excite 
'i.  spirit  of  emu'ation,  the  reduction  of  the  one  was  committed  to 
'the  French,  of  the  other  to  the  Americans.  The  hght-mfantry  of 
*lhe  latter  v/>^i;c  comru^nd<'>i  by  the  roan^K'>  dc  la  i'';;vettc ;  and 
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the  service  was  alotted  to  a  select  ccrps.  The  marquis  said  to 
gen,  Washington — '*  Ihe  troops  should  retaaate  on  the  British, 
for  the  cruelties  they  have  practised.'*  llie  general  answered-— 
^'  You  have  full  command,  and  may  order  as  you  please."  The 
marquis  ordered  the  party  to  remember  Ne-z^-London,  and  to  re- 
taliate by  putting  the  men  in  the  redoubt  to  the  sv^'ord  after  hav- 
ing carried  it..  The  men  marched  to  the  assault  with  unloaded- 
arms,  at  dark  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  passed  the  abbatis  and 
pallisades,  and  attacking  on  all  sides,  carried  the  redoubt  in  a 
few  minutes,  wifn  the  loss  of  &  killed  and  28  wounded.*  Lieut^ 
col.  Laurenspeisonally  took  the  commanding  officer.  The  coJo- 
iicl's  humanity  and  that  of  the  Americans,  so  overcame  their  re- 
sentments, that  they  spared  the  British,  When  bringing  them  o^ 
as  prisoners,  they  said  among  themselves — Why!  hov/  is  this i^ 
We  were  ordered  to  put  them  to  death."  Being  asked  by  others- 
why  they  had  not  done  it,  they  answered-—"  W^e  could  not  whea 
they  begged  and  cried  so  upon  their  knees  for  their  lives."  A- 
bout  live  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  1  major,  1  captain,  J 
ensign  and  20  privates  captured.  Col.  iiamilton,  who  conduct- 
ed the  enterprise  with  much  address  .and  intrepidity,  in  his  re- 
port to  the  marquis,  mentioned,  to  the  honor  of  his  detachment^ 
^"^  that,  incapable  of  imitating  examples  of  barbarity,  and  forget- 
ting recent  provocations,  they  spared  every  man  that  ceased  to 
resist."  The  French  w^ere  equally  successful  on  their  side.  'I'hey 
carried  the  redoubt  committed  lo  them,  with  nipidity,  but  lost 
a  considerable  number  of  men.  These  two  works  being  takea 
snto  the  second  parallel,  facilitated  the  subsequent  operations. 

The  British  were  so  weakened  bv  the  tire  of  the  combined  ar- 
mies, but  chiefly  by  sickness,  that  lord  Cornu^allis  could  not  ven- 
ture any  considerable  number  in  the  making  of  sallies.  The  preV 
sent  emergency  however  was  such,  that  a  little  before  day-break 
of  the  morning  of  the  J  6th,  he  ordered  a  sortie  of  about  400  meoy- 
lender  lieut.  coh  Abercrombie,  to  attack  two  l^atteries  which  ap-< 
•peared  to  be  in  the  greatest  forwardness,  and  to  spike  the  guns. 
Two  detachments  were  appointed  to  the  service;,  and  bo3i  at« 
tacks  were  made  v/ith  such  impetuosity,  that  the  redoubts  which- 
covered  the  batteries  were  forced,  and  eleven  piecs  of  cannon 
spiked.  The  French  troops,  who  h-^d  the  guard  of  that  part  o^  ' 
toe  entrenchment,  suffered  considerably,  'ihis  successful  action-.- 
•did  honor  to   the  oificeis    and  troops  engaged,  but  produced 

*  Major  G;bb«,  the  commander  of  the  men  that  .^ormed  the  guartJs  for 
Waihingicn's  perfon,  received  a  fraall  contuilon  in  his  leg,  by  a  grapeTaor, 
Hid  manufcripts  of  the  Uiri*-<;*>cB8  before;  a?,  fciid  &ii::r  the  fKgti  are  otittk 
feikd  ia  this  /larrAU??, 
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no  essential  benefit.  The  cannon,  being  hastily  spiked,  were  sr.on 
rendered  again,  serviceable  ;  and  the  combined  turccs  were  so  in- 
eJustiions,  that  they  finished  their  batteries,  opened  them  about 4? 
o'clock  in  the  aflernuon,  and  tired  briskly.  'J'heir  several  baite- 
r:es  were  now  covered  with  near  100  pieces  of  lieavy  ordnance  ; 
and  the  British  works  were  so  destroyed,  that  they  could  scarce- 
ly show  a  single  gun. 

Thus  was  Lord  Cornwallis  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  prepar- 
ing tor  a  surrender,  or  of  attempting  an  escape.  He  determined 
upon  the  latter.  Boats  were  prepared  under  difterent  pretexts^ 
for  the  reception  of  the  troops  by  ten  at  night,  in  oruer  to  pass 
them  over  to  Gloucester  Point.  The  arrangements  were  madtt 
with  the  utmost  secrecy.  The  intention  was  to  abandon  the  bag- 
gage, and  to  leave  a  detachment  behind  to  capitulate  for  the  towns 
people,  and  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  his  loidship  having  already- 
prepared  a  letter  on  the  subject,  to  be  delivered  to  gen,  Wash- 
ington after  his  departure.  The  first  embarkation  had  arrived  at 
Gloucester  Point,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  were  already 
lanQe<l,  when  the  weather,  which  was  before  moderate  and  calm, 
instantly  changed  to  a  most  violent  storm  of  wind  and  rain.  Ihe 
boats  w'iththe  remaining  troops  were  all  driven  down  the  river, 
and  the  design  of  passing  vv^as  not  only  entirely  frustrated,  but  the 
absence  of  the  boats  rendered  it  impossible  to  bring  back  the 
iroops  from  Gloucester.  I'hus  weakened  and  divided,  the  army- 
was  in  the  most  imminent  danger.  The  boats  hov/ever  return- 
ed :  and  the  troops  were  brought  back  without  much  loss  m  the 
course  of  the  forenoon. 

Matters  were  now  hastening  to  a  crisis,  which  could  not  be 
longer  averted.  The  British  works  were  smking  under  the  v/eight 
of  tie  American  and  French  artillery.  The  continuance  of  the  al- 
lied fire,  only  for  a  few  more  hours,  would  reduce  them  to  such 
a  condition  that  it  would  be  rashness  to  attempt  their  defence.— 
The  time  for  expecting  relief  from  New-York  was  elapsed.  The 
stren£;ih  and  spirits  of  the  royal  troops  were  worn  down  by  con- 
stant watching^  and  unremitting  fatigue.  Lord  Cornwallis  there- 
f^.)re  sent  out  a  flag  at  ten  o'c.ock  in  the  morning  of  the  nth 
with  a  letter  to  general  Washington,  requesting  a  cessation  of 
arms  for  twenty-tour  hours^  and  that  commissioners  might  be  ap- 
p<)inted  for  digesting  the  terms  of  capitulation.  An  answer  was 
grven  ;  and  a  replv  forwarded  in  the  afternoon  ;  to  which  g^i\, 
Washington  rejoined  the  next  day,  declaring  tlie  general  basis  on 
which  the  capitulation  might  take  place.  Commissioners  were 
appointed — on  the  sideof  tiic  allies  Viscount  de  Noaiile,  andiicut. 
co:,  Laurens,  whose  fachei  was  in  close  coniincment  at  the  tov/- 
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-ex%"  while  the  son  was  drawing  up  articles  by  which  an  English 
r.obleman  and  a  British  army  became  prisoners.  While  settUng 
the  terms,  the  viscount  wished  his  lordship  to  state,  upon  his  ho^ 
r.or,  the  value  of  the  military  chest.  His  lordship  declared  it  to 
be  about  <£.1800  sterling.  The  vicount  observed  that  the  sum. 
was  so  trifling,  that  it  was  not  worth  bringing  into  the  account, 
snd  therefore  wa;>  for  leaving  it  entirely  at  Cornwaliis's  dispcj'Sv'h 
Laurens  interfered,  and  observed  to  his  colleague,  that  though  k 
was  natural  for  a  subject  of  one  of  the  greatest  monarchs  in  the 
world,  to  think  c£.  J  800  an  in  considerable  sum,  yet,  for  his  part, 
•being  a  subject  of  an  infant  state,  struggling  with  infinite  incon- 
veniencies,  and  where  money  v^' as  very  rai'e,  he  must  deem  it  a 
>ery  considerable  sum;  and  therefore  he  insisted  that  it  should 
be  accounted  for.  This  was  accordingly  done  ;  and  afterward 
it  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  Timothy  Pickering,  esq.  the  Ame- 
rican quartcr-master-generai,  to  the  amount  of  oL.2113  6s.  ster- 
ling, estimating  the  dollar  at  4s.  8d.  lliere  being  a  manifest 
impropriety  in  the  A.mericans  stipulating  for  the  return  of  the 
inegroes,  while  they  themselves  v/ere  avowedly  fighting  for  tiieir 
own  liberties,  they'covered  their  intention  of  re-possessing  them 
.-under  these  general  terms,  v.nth  which  the  fourth  article  closed 
. — "  It  is  understood,  that  any  property  obviously  belonging  to 
the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  in  the  possession  of  the  garrison, 
6hall  be  subject  to  be  reclaim.ed.'* 

■  The  posis  of  York  and  Gloucester  were  surrendered  on  the 
19th.  The  honor  of  m.arching  out  with  colours  flying,  whicli 
had  been  denied  to  gen.  Lincoln,  was  now  refused  tolordCorn- 
walli-s ;  and  Lincoln  was  appointed  to  receive  the  submission  oF 
the  royal  army  at  York-1  ov/n,  precisely  in  the  same  way  his 
own  had  been  conducted  about  eighteen  months  before.  The 
troops  of  every  kind  that  surrendered  prisoners  of  war,  exceed- 
ed TOGO  men ;  but  such  was  the  number  of  sick  and  wounded, 
that  there  were  only  3800  capable  of  bearing  arms.  The  ofhcers 
and  soldiers  retained  their  baggage  and  effects.  Fifteen  hun- 
dred-seamen partook  of  the  fate  of  the  garrison.  The  Guada- 
loupe  frigate.,  of  24  guns,  and  a  number  of  transports  were.sur- 
lendcred  to  the  conquerors;  about  20  transports  had  been  sunk 
or  burnt  during  the  siege.  The  land  forces  became  prisoncisto 
•congress  ;  but  the  seamen  and  ships  were  assigned  to  the  French 
admiral.  The  Am.ericans  obtained  a  numerous  artillery,  75 
"brass  ordnance  and  69  iron,  cannon,  hov.^itzcrs  and  mortals.  ^ 

Lord  Cornwallis  endeavord  to  obtain  permission  tor  the  British 
and  German  troops  to  return  to  their  respective  countries,  urtwfr 
engagements  not  to  serve  s-gainst  France  or  Auicricaj  a-ncH^F- 

so 
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also  an  indemnity  for  those  inhabitants  who  liaci  joined  him: 
but  he  was  i)biigcd  to  coniicnt,  that  tlic  former  shouM  be  retain- 
ed in  the  govcrnincnts  of  Virginia,  Pemisylvama  and  Maryland  ; 
and  that  the  latter,  whose  case  hiy  witli  tljc  civil  authority  of  thu 
stiites,  should  be  given  up  to  the  unconditional  mercy  of  their 
countrymen.  His  lordship  however  obtained  permission  for  the 
Bonctta  sloop  of  war  to  pass  unexamined,  which  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity of  screening  those  of  the  royalists  who  were  most  obnox- 
ious to  the  resentivients  of  the  Americans.  He  took  care  also  to 
have  it  stipulated,  that  no  article  of  the  capitulation  should  be  in- 
fringed on  pretext  of  reprisal.  His  lordship,  v;ith  all  civil  and 
military  officers,  except  those  of  the  latter  wiio  were  necessarily 
left  behind  for  the  protection  and  government  of  the  soldiers^ 
were  at  liberty  to  go  upon  parole,  either  to  Great-Britain  or  New- 
York.  He  acknowledged  in  his  public  letter,  that  the  treatment 
which  he  and  the  army  had  received  after  the  surrender,  was- 
j)erfectly  good  and  proper.  His  lordship  spake  \n  these  warm 
ierms  of  the  kindness  and  attention  shown  to  them,  by  the  Frencli 
officers  in  particular — '^  Their  deliberate  sensibility  of  our  situa- 
tion, their  generous  and  pressing  offers  of  money,  both  public 
and  private,  to  any  amount,  had  really  gone  beyond.  v/h,at  I  can 
.possibly  describe.'' 

On  the  20th  of  October,  the  American  commander  in  chiefs 
congratulated  in  general  orders  the  army  on  the  glorious  event 
of  the  preceding  day;  and  tendered  to  the  generals,  officers  and 
privates,  his  thanks  in  the  warmest  lauguagc  He  with  gratitude 
leturned  his  sincere  acknowledgments  to  gov.  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
for  the  succours  received  from  hira  and  the  militia  under  him.  To 
spread  the  general  joy  in  all  hearts,  he  commanded  that  those  oF 
:t|)earmy,  who  were  under  arrest,  should  be  pardoned  and  set  at 
liberty.  The  orders  closed  witli — Divine  service  shailbc  perform- 
ed to-morrow^  in  the  different  brigades  and  divisions.  1  he  com- 
niander  in  chief  recommends,  that  all  the  troops  that  are  not  upoa 
duty,  do  assist  in  it  W'ith  a  serious  deportment,  and  that  sensibility 
gf  heart  which  the  recollection  of  the  surprising  and  particular  in- 
terposition of  Providence  in  our  favor  claims." 

The  British  fleet  and  army  destined  for  the  relief  of  l,ord 
Cornwallis  arrived  off  the  Chesapeake  on.  the  24th  ;  but  on  re- 
ceiving authentic  accounts  of  his  surrender  they  returned  to 
Jvlew-York.  A  few  days  after  their  first  return,  the  fleet  was  in- 
creased by  four  ships  of  the  line  ;  but  such  was  the  superiority  of 
Xhe  French  by  de  Barras's  junction  with  de  Grassc,  that  nothing 
short  of  desperate  circumstances  could  justify  attempting  a  ficsli 
ergagement.  These  circumstances  however  existing,  the  Briiisii 
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naval  commanders  used  all  possible  expedition  in  refitting  tltc 
ships,  with  the  design  of  extricating  Cornwallis  and  his  army. 
The  delay  occasioned  by  this  business  seemed  to  be  compensated 
by  the  arrival  of  the  Prince  Wiihani  and  Torbay  rnen  of  war  frons 
Jamaica.  It  was  determined  that  every  exertion  should  be  used 
both  by  the  fleet  and  army,  to  form  a  junction  with  the  Briti^-h 
force  in  Virginia.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  embarked  with  about' 
7000  of  his  best  forces.  It  was  nevertheless  the  19th  of  October 
before  the  fleet  could  fall  down  to  the  Hook.  Ihey  amounte<l 
to  25  ships  of  th.e  line,  2  fifties,  and  8  frigates.  When  they  ap- 
peared off  the  Chesapeake,  the  French  made  no  manner  of  rnove- 
nient  though  they  had  36  ships  of  the  Hne,  being  satisfled  witli 
their  present  success.  The  main  error,  which  paved  the  way  to 
the  capture  of  the  British  army,  appears  to  be  the  omission^ef 
sending  a  larger  force  from  the  West-Indies  than  that  which  was 
dispatched  under  Sir  Samuel  Hood.-  A  few  more  ships  in  the 
£rst  instance  might  have  prevented  that  most  wofal  disappoint- 
ment with  which  both  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  lord  Cornwal'is 
have  been  painfully  exercised. 

Every  argument  and  persuasion  was  used  with  the  count  de 
Grasse  to  induce  him  to  aid  the  combined  army  in  an  operation 
against  Charleston;  but  the  advanced  season,  the  orders  of  iiiS 
court,  and  his  own  engagements  to  be  punctual  to  a  certain  time 
fixed  for  his  ulterior  operations,  prevented  his  compliance.  His 
instructions  had  fixed  his  departure  even  to  the  15  th  of  October: 
he  however  engaged  to  stay  longer.  Could  he  have  extended 
his  co-operation  two  months  more,  there  would  most  probably 
have  been  a  total  extirpation  of  the  British  force  in  the  Cai^oli- 
nas  and  Georgia.  On  the  27th,  tlie  troops  under  the  marqiais 
St.  Simon  began  to  embark  for  the  West-Indies  ;  and  about  the 
5th  of  November  de  Grasse  sailed  from  the  Chesapeake. 

The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  being  about  to  leave  America,  the: 
following  expressions  made  a  part  of  the  orders  issued  by  him 
previous  to  his  departure  from  York-Town — "Orders  for  the 
first  brigade  of  light-irtfantry,  issued  by  major-general  the  n[iar- 
quis  de  la  Fayette,  Get.  31,  1781.  In  the  moment  the  major- 
general  leaves  this  place  he  wishes  once  more  to  express  his 
gratitude  to  the  brave  corps  of  light-infantry,  who  for  nine  months 
past  have  been  the  companions  of  his  fortunes.  He  will  never 
forget,  that  with  them  alone  of  regular  troops,  be  had  the  good 
fortune  to  manceuvre  before  an  army,  which  after  all  its  reduc- 
tions, is  still  six  times  superior  to  the  reguhrr  force  he  had  at  that 
time."  Four  days  after,  this  brigade -embarked  for  theHead^cjf 
Elk  j  the  invalids  of  the  American  troops  destined  for  the  ndith- 
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ward  havifig  previously  done  it.  71ic"Ncw-Jcrscy  and  part  ofthe 
>;cw-Y()ik  lines  marched  by  land,  and  were  to  join  the  troops 
which  went  by  water,  at  the  head  of  Elk.  Sueh  cavalry  as  were 
wanted  bv  general  Greene  marelied  several  days  beftne  ;  and  on 
the  5lh  of  November  a  leinforcemeiit  marched  Uiuier  gen.  St. 
Clair,  in  order  to  strengthen  him  forfurlhcr  oitcnsive.  operations 
in  South-Carclina.  The. season  of  tlie  year  was  unfavorable  for 
the  return  of  the  troops  to  the  North-River,  so  that  they  suifered 
Jiiuch  in  doing  it.  But  tliey  and  their  comrades  had  been  bless- 
ed with  a  scries  of  the  most  ceMghtful  v>eat]icr  from  the  begin- 
ning of  tiiei4'  march  toward  York-'iown,  u:nii  the  reduction  of 
the  place. 

No  sooner  had  congress  received  and  read  gen.  Washington's 
better,  giving  information  of  the  reduction  of  the  British  army, 
than  tiiey  resolved,  on  the  24th  of  October,  that  they  would  at 
two  o'clock  go  in  procession  to  the  Dutch  Lutheran  church,  and 
return  thanks  to  Aimiglity  God,  for  crowning  the  allied  arms  of 
the  United  States  and  France,  witii  success  by  the  surrender  or 
the  wliole  British  army  under  the  command  of  Earl  Cornwaliis. 
This  army  had  spread  waste  and  ruin  over  the  face  of  Virginia 
for  400  mdies  on  the  sea  coast,  and  for  200  to  the  westward.  Their 
numbers  enabled  them  to  go  where  they  pleased  i  and  their  rage 
for  plunder  ilisposed  them  to  take  v/hatcver  they  esteemed  most 
valuable.  The  reduction  of  such  an  army  occasioned  transports 
of  joy  in  the  breast  of  every  American.  But  that  joy  was  increas- 
ed and  uiaintained,  by  the  fuither  consideration  of  the  influence 
it  would  have  in  procuring  such  a  peace  as  was  desired.  Tvv3 
days  after,  the  congress  issued  a  proclamation  for  religiously  ob- 
serving^ throughout  the  United  States,  the  iSth  of  December, 
as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer.  On  the  29th  of  October, 
they  resolved,  tliat  thanks  should  be  presented  to  gen,  Washing- 
ton, count  de  Rocharnbeau,  count  de  Gra-jse,  an^i  tiie  o/liccrs  of 
the  different  corps,  and  the  men  under  tlieir  command,  for  their 
services  in  the  reduction  of  lord  Cornwaliis.— They  also  resolved 
to  erect  in  York-Town  a  marble  column,  adorned  with  emblems 
of  the  alliance  between  the  United^Statcs  .md  his  most  Chiistiari 
maicity  ;  and  inscribed  with  a  succinct  narrative  of  the  sur- 
render of  the  British  army.  Two  standi  of  colours  taken  from 
the  royal  troops,  under  the  capilulaiion,  wore  presented  togcn„ 
Washington  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  in  congress  assem- 
bled ;  and  two  pieces  of  field  ordnance  so  taken,  were  by  a  re- 
solve of  congress,  to  be  presented  l^y  gen.  Washington  to  counr 
de  Rocharnbeau,  with  a  short  memorandum  engraved  thereon, 
**  that  congress  were  induced  to  present  them  from  considera- 
Vou  III,  I  i  iiom 
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tions  of  tlie  illustrious  part  which  he  bore  in  cffettaating  the  sue- 
lender."  It  was  further  resolved  to  request  the  Chevalier  de  U 
Luzerne,  to  inform  his  most  Christian  majesty,  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  congress,  that  count  de  Grasse  might  be  permitted  to  ac- 
cept a  testimony  of  their  approbation,  similar  to  that  which  was  ta 
be  presented  to  count  de  Rochambcau.  Legislative  bodies,  exr- 
ecuLive  councils,  city  corporations,  and  many  private  societies^ 
presented  congratulatory  addresses  to  gen,  Washington,  accom- 
panied with  the  warmest  acknowledgments  to  count  de  Roch- 
umbeau,  count  de  Grasse  and  the  other  officers  in  the  service  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty.  Places  of  pubUc  worship  resounded 
with  grateful  praises  to  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  the  God  of  battles, 
before,  at,  and  after  the  appointed  day  of  thanksgiving,— Th0 
singularly  interesting  event  of  captivating  a  second  rovai  army, 
produced  such  strong  emotions  in  numbers,  both  of  ministers  and 
people,  that  they  could  not  wait  the  arrival  of  the  day. 

The  British  projected  an  attack  on  the  northern  frontiers  of 
New-York  state.  Major  Ross  advanced  from  the  v/estward  as 
far  as  Johnstown,  with  a  body  of  600,  regulars,  rangers,  and  In- 
dians." CoL  Willet  gained  inteUigence  of  them,  marched  with  be- 
tween 4  and  500  levies  and  militia,  and  attacked  them  on  the  25th. 
of  October,  They  were  defeated  and  pursued  into  the  wilderness. 
On  the  28th  the  colonel  furnished  the  choicest  of  the  troops  with 
iive  days  provision,  and  60  Oneida  Indians  were  attached  to  then>. 
The  pursuit  was  re-commenced  ;  and  by  the  30th  in  the  mora- 
ing,  the  Americans  fell  in  with  the  enemy  ;  but  when  too  fa-. 
iigued  to  continue  the  chase,  left  it  to  the  Oneida  Indians,  who 
^t  length  got  up  with  major  Butler,  just  as  he  and  several  of  h^ 
men  had  forded  a  bad  creek.  The  Oneidas  ftied,  and  with  thdr 
lifles  killed  some  and  wounded  Butler.  They  then  crossed  over 
to  him.  On  his  asking  quarier,  they  ansv/ered  Cherry  Valleij 
quarter  (alluding  to  his  having  denied  it  there  when  asked,  in 
November  1718)  and  dispatched  him  though  the  request  was  re- 
newed. 

The  following  acts  and  concerns  of  Congress  deserve  to  be  no- 
deed.  On  the  SOtli  of  October,  they  elected  major  gen.  Lincoln 
secretary  of  war.  The  next  Sunday  [Nov.  4.]  they  attended  at 
the  Roman  catholic  chapel  with  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  and 
xnany  other  gentlemen  of  distinction,,  and  heard  mons.  de  Bon« 
dole,  c'naplain  to  the  French  embassy,  deliver  the  following  dis- 
course— "•  Gentlemen,  a  numerous  people  assembled  to  render 
thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  his  mercies,  is  one  of  the  mostaffecting; 
objects,  and  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Supreme  Being.-— Wliile 
<^mm   J"€§Qimd   with.   tnu:nphd   ictign^j  while    ziations   re-- 
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joicela  victory  nnd  glory,  the  most  honorable  ofTicc  a  minlftcior 
the  altars  can  fill,  is  to  be  the  organ  by  which  pubHc  gratitude* 
!S  conveyed  to  tlie  Omnipotent.  'I'hosc  nilraclcs  which  he  once 
wrought  for  his  chosen  people  arc  renewed  in  our  tavor  ;  and  it 
would  be  equally  ungrateful  and  impious  not  to  acknowledge, 
that  the  event  which  lately  confounded  our  enemicv  and  frustrate 
ed  their  designs,  was  the  wonderful  work  of  that  God  who  guards 
your  liberties  ?  And  who  but  He  could  so  combine  tlie  circum- 
stances  which  led  to  success  ?  We  have  seen  our  enemies  push 
forward  amid  perils  almost  innumerable,  amid  objects  almost  in. 
surmountable,  to  the  spot  wliich  was  designed  to  witness  their  dis- 
grace :  yet  they  eagerly  sought  it  as  their  theatre  of  triumph  \ 
Blind  as  they  were,  they  bore  hunger,  thirst  and  inclement  skies, 
poured  out  their  blood  in  battle  against  brave  republicans,  and 
crossed  immense  regions  to  confine  themselves  in  aiiofher  Jeri- 
cho, whose  walls  were  fated  to  fall  before  another  Joshua.  It  is 
He,  whose  voice  commands  the  winds,  the  seas,  and  the  seasons,* 
who  formed  a  junction  on  the  same  day,  in  the  same  hour,  be- 
tv^een  a  formidable  fleet  iVom  the  south,  and  an  ariny  rushing  from 
the  north,  like  an  impetuous  torrent.  Who  but  He,  in  whose 
hands  are  the  hearts  of  men,  could  inspire  the  allied  troops  witfi 
the  friendship^?,  the  confidence,  the  tenderness  of  brutliers  ?  How- 
is  it  that  two  nations  once  divided,  jealous.  Inimical,  and  nursed 
in  reciprocal  prejudices,  are  now  become  so  cordially  united,  as  tc» 
form  but  one  .^  Worldlings  will  say^  -it  is  the  wisdom,  the  vir- 
tue, and  moderation  of  their  chiefs  ;  it  is  a  great  national  interest 
which  has  performed  this  prodigy.  They  will  say,  that  to  the 
skill  of  the  generals,  to  the  courage  of  the  troops,  to  the  activity*- 
of  the  whole  army,  we  must  attiibute  this  splendid  success.  Ah  I 
they  arc  ignorant,  that  the  combining  of  so  many  fortunate  cir- 
cumstances, is  an  emanation  from  the  All-perfect  Mind  ;  that  cou- 
lage,  that  skill,  that  activity,  bear  the  sacred  impression  of  Hira 
who  is  divine.  For  how  many  favors  have  we  not  to  than^:  Him 
during  the  course  of  the  present  year.  Your  union,  which  was 
at  first  supported  by  justice  alone,  has  been  corrsolidated  by  your 
courage,  and  the  knot  which  ties  you  together  is  become  indis- 
soluble, by  the  accession  of  all  the  states,  and  the  unanimous  voica 
of  all  the  confederates.  Youpresentto  the  universe  the  noble  sight 
of  a  society, which  founded  mcc]ual!ty  and  justice, secure  to  the  indi- 
viduals wh(>  compose  it,  the  utmosthappiness  which  can  be  derived 
from  human  institutions.  'I'his  advantage,  which  so  many  other 
nations  have  been  unable  to  procure,  even  atter  ages  of  effort 
and  misery,  is  granted  by  Divine  Providence  to  the  United  States  ; 
i?.Hd  his  adorable  decrees  have  marked  the 'pre^erH- moment  for-thtf. 
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completion  of  that  memorable  happy  revolution,  which  has  taketir 
place  in  this  extensive  continent.  While  your  councils  were 
thus  acquiring  new  energy,  rapid  multipHed  successes  have  crown-?? 
ed  your  arms  in  the  southern  states. — We  have  seen  the  unfor^  ■ 
tunate  citizens  of  these  states  forced  from  their  peaceful  abodes  ;. 
—after  a  long  and  cruel  captivity,  old  men,  women  and  children, 
thrown  without  mercy  into  a  foreign  country.  Master  of  theii? 
Jands  and  their  slaves,  amid  his  temporary  affluence,  a  superb  vie- 
tor  rejoiced  in  their  distresses.  But  Philadelphia  has  witnessed 
their  patience  and  fortitude  ;  they  have  found  here  another  home, 
and  though  driven  from  their  native  soil,  they  have  blessed  God. 
that  he  has  deUvered  them  from  the  presence  of  their  enemies, 
and  conducted  theni  to  a  country,  where  every  just  and  feeling 
3nan  has  stretched  out  the  helping  hand  of  benevolence-  Heavea 
jev/ards  their  virtue.  Three  large  states  are  at  once  wrested  frorm 
the  foe.  The  rapacious  soldier  has  been  compelled  to  take  re- 
fuge behind  his  ramparts,  and  oppression  has  vanished  like  those 
phantoms  which  are  dissipated  by  the  morning  ray. — On  this  so- 
iemn  occasion,  we  might  renew  our  thanks  to  the  God  of  battles, 
for  the  success  he  has  granted  to  the  arms  of  your  allies  and  you^ 
friends,  by  land  and  by  sea,  through  the  other  parts  of  the  globe. 
But  let  us  not  recal  those  events  which  too  clearly  prove  how 
much  the  hearts  of  our  enemies  have  been  obdurated.  Let  us 
prostrate  ourselves  at  the  altar,  and  implore  the  God  of  mercy  ta 
suspend-his  vengeance,  to  spare  them  in  his  wrath,  to  inspire  tlienj 
"^■ith  sentiments  of  justice  and  moderation,  to  terminate  their  ob- 
stinacy and  errorj  and  to  ordain  that  your  victories  be  followed  by 
peace  and  tranquility.  Let  us  beseech  him  to  continue  to  shed 
■on  the  councils  of  the  king  your  ally,  that  spirit  of  wisdom,  of  ju.s^ 
tice,  and  of  courage,  which  has  rendered  his  reign  so  glorious. 
Let  us  entreat  him  to  maintain  in  each  of  the  states  that  intelli- 
gence by  which  the  United  States  are  inspired.  Let  us  return  him 
thanks,  that  a  faction  whose  rebellion  he  has  corrected,  now  de- 
prived of  support,  is  annihilated.  Let  us  offer  him  pure  hearts^ 
unsoiled  by  private  hatred  or  public  dissention  ;  and  \ct  us  with  . 
one  will  and  one  voice,  pour  forth  to  the  Lord  tlie  hymn  of 
praise,by  which  christians  celebrate  their  gratitude  and  his  glory." 
The  most  important  books  and  papers  of  Congress  engaged  af 
length  the  attention  of  the  enemy.  A  scheme  was  concerted  for 
carryingthem  off.  Lieut.  Moody,  who  had  been  so  successful  iia 
taking  the  American  mails,  was  ejnpjoyed.  fie  renwincd  on  tliC 
Jersey  side  of  the  Delaware,  while  his  brother  John  Moody,  aiul 
another  or  two  repaired  to  Philadelphia.  Before  they  couhl 
execute  the  business  intrusted  to  them,  a  uiscovcry  took  plar^.^;, 
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sind  some  of  them  were  seized.  Parties  were  sent  across  the? 
Delaware  to  secure  the  lieutenant;  but  he  eiuded  all  their  ex- 
ertions, and  escaped  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  His  brother 
and  a  fcllow-soldicr  were  brought  before  a  board  of  officers,  at 
which  the  marquis  dc  la  Kayette  presided,  and  were  indulged 
witli  a  candid  and  full  hearing.  An  opinion  of  the  officers 
being  reported  to  the  board  of  war,  and  approved,  thev 
were  sentenced  to  die.  John  Moody  was  executed  on  the  13th 
of  November;  the  other  was  respited.  I'he  care  of  congress 
will  be  engaged  the  more  by  this  fruitless  project,  to  guard 
against  any  future  attempts  of  a  similar  nature. 

On  the  23d  of  November  they  resolved,  "That  major  gen. 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  have  permission  to  go  to  France,  and 
that  he  return  at  such  a  time  as  shall  be  most  convenient  to  him — 
that  he  be  informed,  that  on  a  view  of  his  conduct  throughout 
the  past  campaign,  and  particularly  during  the  period  in  which 
he  bad  the  chief  command  in  Virginia,  the  many  new  proofs 
which  present  themselves  of  his  zealous  attachment  to  the  cause 
he  has  espoused,  and  of  his  judgment,  vigilance,  gallantry  and 
address  in  its  defence,  have  greatly  added  to  the  high  opinion 
entertained  by  congress  of  his  merits  and  military  talents — that 
he  make  known  to  tiie  ofHcers  and  troops  whom  he  com.manded 
during  that  period,  that  the  brave  and  enterprising  services  with 
which  they  seconded  his  zeal  and  eiforts,  and  which  enabled  him 
to  defeat  the  attempts  of  an  enemy  far  superior  in  numbers,  have 
been  beheld  by  congress  with  particular  satisfaction  and  appro- 
bation— that  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  acquaint  the  mini- 
steFS  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  tliatit  is  the  desire  of 
congress  that  they  confer  with  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  avail 
themselves  of  his  information  relative  to  the  situation  of  public 
affairs  in  the  United  States — that  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs 
further  acquaint  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
saihes,  that  he  will  conform  to  the  intention  of  congress,  by  con- 
sulting with  and  employing  the  assistance  of  the  marquis  de  Ja 
Fayette  in  accelerating  the  supplies  which  may  be  afforded  by 
his  most  Christian  majesty  for  the  use  of  the  United  States — 
that  the  superintendant  of  fmance,  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs 
and.  the  board  of  war,  make  such  communications  to  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  touching  the  affairs  i^f  their  respective  depart- 
ments, as  will  best  enable  him  to  filfii  the  purpose  of  the  two 
resolutions  immediatelv  preceding — that  the  sun^ilntendant  of 
finance  take  order  for  discharging  the  engagement  entered  into 
by  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  the  merchants  of  Baltimore," 
when  he  borrowed  money  of  them  on  his  own  credit,  for  sup- 
plying his  troops  with  necessaries. 

Gen; 
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Gen.  Washington  attended  congress  according  to  order,  aaC 
fjeing  introduced  [Nov.  28.]  by  two  members,  the  president  ad- 
<]ressed  h.irn  as  follows — "Sir,  congress,  at  all  times  happy  in  see- 
ing your  excellency,  leel  particular  pleasure  in  your  presence  at 
this  time,  after  the  glorious  success  of  the  allied  arms  in  Virginia, 
It  is  their  fixed  purpose  to  draw  every  advantage  from  it,  by  ex- 
horting the  states  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  the  most  vigorous  and 
timely  exertions.  A  committee  has  accordingly  been  appoin.crl 
to  state  therequis-ltlons  necessary  to  be  made  for  the  estabUshmei;!: 
cf  the  army,  and  they  are  instructed  to  confer  v^rith  you  upon  that 
subject.  It  is  therefore  the  expectation  of  congress  that  your  ex- 
cellency woul-d  remain  for  some  time  in  Philadelphia,  that  they 
Fiiay  avail  themselves  of  your  aid  in  this  important  business,  and 
that  you  may  enjoy  a  respite  from  the  fatigues  of  war,  as  far  as  is 
consistent  with  the  service."  To  which  his  excellency  made  the 
follovv^ing  rcply — "Mr.  president,  I  feel  very  sensibly  th-e  favor- 
able declaration  of  congress  expressed  by  your  excellency.  This 
fresh  proof  of  their  approbation  cannot  fall  of  making  a  deep  im- 
pression upon  rnc,  and  my  study  shall  be  to -deserve  a  continu- 
ance of  it.  It  is  with  p-eculiar  pleasure  I  heat  that  it  is  the  lixed 
purpose  of  congress  to  exhort  the  states  to  the  most  vigorous  arid 
timely  exertions ;  a  comphance  on  their  parts  will,  I  persuade 
myself,  be  prodnctive  of  the  most  happy  consequences.  I  shall 
yield  a  ready  obedience  to  the  expectation  of  congress,  and  give 
every  assistance  in  my  power  to  their  connnittee.  I  am  obliged 
"by  the  goodness  of  congress,  in  making  my  personal  ease  and 
convenience  a  part  of  thefr  concern.  Shouki  ihe-servrce  require 
my  attendance  with  the  army  upon  the  North-Kiver  or  clscwhcTe* 
I  shall  repair  to  whatever  place  my  duty  calls,  with  the^sam^ 
pleasure  that  I  remain  in  this  city."  On  the  last  day  of  the  year» 
congress  agreed  to  An  crdinance  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  Norths  Jmcrka. 

A  few  days  before,  gen,  Wa'^hington  wrote— ~^'  The  whole 
business  of  prisoners  of  war  brought  under  one  regulation,  might 
probably  put  a  stop  to  those  mutual  complaints  of  ill  treatment 
which  are  frequently  urged  on  either  part,  i'or  it  is  a  fact,  that 
ior  above  two  years  wc  have  had  no  reason  to  com.plain  of  the 
treatment  of  the  continental  land  prisoners  in  New-York,  neither 
Lave  we  been  charged  with  any  im.proper  conduct  toward  those 
in  our  hands.  I  consider  the  sufferings  of  the  -seamen  for  some 
time  past,  as  arising  in  a  great  measure  from  the  want  of  that 
general  regulation,  and  without  v/hich  there  will  be  constantly  a 
great  number  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  know. of 
no  method  so  likely  to  put  an  end  to  the  mutual  complaints  ot 
:both  sides,  as  that  of  having  all  prisoners  given  up  to  the  com- 
aiissary-general,  to  be  by  hiir*  exchanged.'*  la 
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J  In  this  IcLLcu  tlicrc  Is  ;in  allusion  to  :\n  improper  contluct  tc^ward 
t6e  .British  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  Ann ncans,  which  lead'ir 
rile  to  incision  the  case  of  tlic  convention  liuops.  W'liile  in  Vir- 
ginia they  were  often  but  badly  s^eived  with.  meat,  'i'lie  chief  ofc" 
ivhatthe  American  contractor  had  piocured  for  iheir  supply  was 
such  as  they  could  not  eat.  The  Uritish  comnjandin^^  oUleer  at 
length  made  his  conipiaint,  and  obtained  kave  to  iiave  it  sur- 
veyed, when  it  was  condemned  in  general.  The  American  quar- 
ter masters  were,  upon  that,  obliged  to  go  all  over  Virginia  in 
^earclioisal-t provisions,  tliewantof  which  was  5uch,.atone  time, 
that  the  prisoners  had  six  weeks  meat  due  to  them..  Oi\  this 
an  addition  of  one  half  more  was  made  to  the  allowance  of  In- 
dian meal,  and  the  troops  lived  upon  meal  and  water.  When 
afterward  moved  to  Frederick-town,  in  Maryland,  they  com— 
plafneJ  of  meeting  with  much  ill  usage,  and  of  being  badly 
supplied  with  provisions  and  almost  half  starved.  This  treat- 
ment made  the  men  desert  in  great  numbers.  Instances  of  im^ 
proper  conduct  toward,  other  prisoners  undoubtedly  existed. 
But  the  general  treatment  of  thera  was  good  ;  and  wherein  it 
was-otherwise',  fell  so  short  of  what  the  British  pr.actised  toward 
the  Americans,  that  the  former  frequently  declared  of  the  lat- 
ter, that  notwitlistanding  all  their  threats  they  were  afraid  tf* 
retaliate. 

The  British  power  in  Georgia  being  too  weak  to  prevent  H^ 
there  has  been  a  complete  re-establishmcnt  of  American  gov- 
ernment. The  general  assembly  was  convened  at  Augusta  oii 
the  16th  of  Aug.  Gen.  Greene's  success  in  South-Carolina  hav- 
ing opened  the  v^ay  for  g.ov.  Rutledg<s's  ^afe  rcturrl  to  that  sUte^ 
he  exercised  his  authority  afresh,  and  on  the  2''jth  of  September, 
issued  a  proelamatiojij  offering  those  inhabitants  of  the  state  who, 
had  joined  the  British,  pardon  on  coiidition  of  tl^eir  doing  si:-; 
months  militia  duty,  with  the  exception  of  such  a&had  taken-com- 
inissions.  signed  congratulatory  adiiresscs  on  British  victories,  oc 
who  had  been  otherwise  active  in  sypp^rt  of  their  gpvernmenS^ 
In  a  few  weeks,  several  hundreds  canie  out  of  the  British  lines,. 
and  greatly  reinforced  the  American  militia.  Many  were  now  as 
assiduous  in  framing  excuses  for  having  arranged  themselves  un*: 
der  the  British  standard,  as  they  had  been  the  year  before  to  ap.o- 
logize  for  their  involuntary  support  of  rebellion.  Several  cast 
themselves  on  the  public  mercy,  though  excepted  hv  the  piocla-- 
matiGn.  The  governor  afterward  ii^sucd  writs  for  a  ncvv  eiectioa 
of  representatives,  by  virtue  of  the  extraordin-u-y  power  dele- 
gated to  him  before  the  surrender  of  Charleston.  Tlie  elections- 
were  to  be  held  in  the  usual  places  w!u-rc  it  was  pr.icticab:/  aii'}- 
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in  other  cases  as  near  as  safety  and  other  circumstances  would 
J»ermlt.  It  was  orderered  by  the  same  authority,  that  at  the  elec- 
tion the  votes  of  such  only  should  be  received  as  had  never  taken 
British  protection,  or  who  having  taken  it,  had  notwithstanding 
rejoined  their  countrymen,  on  or  before  the  date  of  the  procla- 
tiiation.  Other  persons,  though  residents,  were  not  considered 
as  freemen  of  the  state,  or  entitled  to  the  full  privilege  of  citizen- 
ship>  To  counteract  the  several  m.easures  of  the  governor,  gene- 
ral Leslie  issued  a  proclamation  on  the  i5th  of  December,  assur- 
ing his  majesty's  loyal  subjects  in  the  province,  that  they  might 
lely  on  speedy  and  effectual  support  being  given  to  them,  by  the 
exertions  of  the  forces  under  his  command  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
giving  notice,  that  the  severest  punishuieuts  should  be  inilicted  on 
all  who  having  solicited  for  and  obtained  the  enjoyment  of  the 
privileges  of  a  British  subject,  should  again  take  arms  against  his 
majesty^s  government,  or  serve  in  any  civil  capacity  under  a  se- 
cond usurpation. 

Vermont,  though  not  admitted  into  the  confederation,  nor  ac- 
knowledged by  the  United  States,  exercises  all  the  powere  of  an 
independent  state — has  her  legislative,  judicial  and  executive 
"branches,  and  will  continue  them,  without  subjecting  herself  to 
the  payment  of  any  part  of  the  continental  debt  till  received  into 
the  union. 


LETTER        XL 

Eo  Iter  dam  f  Jpril  30,  1782. 
Friend  G. 

THE  congress  of  the  United  vStates  of  America,  having  at 
length  (that  they  might  gain  Spain)  agreed  to  recede  from 
their  claim  to  the  navigation  of  the  Misslsippi.  Mr.  Jay,  agreea- 
ble to  the  request  of  the  count  de  Florida  Blanca,  delivered  in 
propositions  relative  to  an  intended  treaty,  on  the  22d  of  last  Sep- 
tember. The  6th  article  was  thus  expressed  "The  United  States 
shall  relinquish  to  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  in  future  forbear  to 
tisc,  the  navigation  of  the  river  Missisippi  from  the  point  where  it 
leaves  the  United  States  down  to  the  ocean^"'  But  it  was  accom- 
panied with  this  remark  of  his  among  others — *' If  the  accep- 
tance of  it  should,  together  with  the  proposed  alliance,  be  postpon- 
ed to  a  general  peace,  the  United  Slates  will  cease  to  consider 

tliemseives 
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i\'*es1)ound  by  anv  "[vrppoM'i'Vr  'nch  he  iiiay 

71  ow  ill. ike  in  UielibelialF.''*  TfeViesiij^j*^ ..,    u.:.    ,,,^iii'..lj  CDUit  ap- 
pears tu  1)0  tlic  drawing  of  all  such' concessions  from  llie  Uaited 
States,  that  their  pn^scnt  distvcfss  and  the.  liopcs  of  ./iJ  inay.^;c- 
toVt.*    BcsMc,  by  j)rotractinj;  iicgociaiions  ahout  the  t.ix^.iiy,  tl^ey 
iy  inlcnd  to  uvail  thcmseives  ot"  these .concesuions  ^r.  a  future 
/.  wlicii    the    i  11(1 1  ice nicnts  fur  olFcriag  thcni  h^vc  ceased, 
^cither  refuse  nor  promise  to  ailbrd  tlie  United  Stales  fur- 
.  .,uJs,     Delay  maybe  deemed  the  ir  system,    'llie  Anierican 
.iijitiissioners  at  tiie   Miiropeaii  eor.ils  labor  uiide^*  ^io;j1  ciisad- 
i>la<;es,  as  their  dispatcher  brought  by  the' captains. of  yc^f.e is 
j.iiot  sent-Lo  them  by  a  trusly  ofiiccr,  and  therefore  arc.  liable 
to  be  opened  and  suppressed,  as  is  known  to  have  been  done  in 
"ife'riaiii  instances.     Few  of  the  proceedings  of  congress  remain 
joni;  secret ;  and  one  of  their  agents  has  ini'ormed.them,  that  he 
Jiad  very  good  authority  for  saying,    ih.;t  copies  of  the  Jettcrs 
which  passed  between  the  committee  ancithcJate  commissioners 
in  France,  are  now  in  the  hands  of  a  certain  foreigner,    Hpw  hs 
got  them  the  agent  knows  not ;  but  lie  asserts  it  as  a  fact;,.  , 
The  arrival  of  the  British  West-India  trade  was  so  i;i:;ch  Jater 
:an  had  been  expected,  that  adm.  Darby  kept  the  sea  till  No- 
vember,    it  is  somewhat  remarkable,   that  neither  the  allied 
fleets,  nor  the  British,  took  a  single  prize  during  the  long  terra 
they  were  respectively  at  sea,. 

The  Spaniards,  though  they  engaged  in  tiie  expedition  agains*: 

.Minorca,  did  not  relax  in  their  operations  against  Gibraltar. — 

For  tlie  more  certain  and  speedy  reductton  of  the  place,    Xhcy 

•erected  stupendous  works,  which  vt^ere  at  length  arrived  at  the 

highest  state  of  perfection,  after  immense  labor  and  expence. 

Gen,  Elliot  considered  this  as  the  proper  season  for  attempting  at 

<jnce  to  frustrate  all  their  views,  by  attacking,  storming  and  de- 

stioying  them.  The  time  being  fixed  [Nov,  '27-]  and  the  arrange 

•  licntsmade.  a  strong  detachment  issued  from  the  g;inison  upon 

the  setting  of  the  moon,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  mornin^j^..  d'he  troops 

were  divided  into  three  columns,  and  th.c  Vvluile  corpmanded  bv 

Gcti,  R.)ss.     Each  column  was  formed  in   the  foliowing  order, 

viz/an  advan'ced  corps,  a  body  of  pioneers,  a  party  ol  artiJiery- 

T^icnrcarrying  combustibles,  a" sustaining jCorps,.  and  a  reserve  iii 

'lie  rear.  I'he  pioneers  of  the  left  column  vyeie  seameii.  Nulhlng 

•  lUd  exceed  the  silence  and  order  of  tbe  m.irch,  the  vigur  and 

pirlt  of  the  attack,  or  the  exact  combination  uf  ail  the  part- 

■'he  whole  exterior  front  of  tfie  Spani'VlVVork.^  was  every  vvlieie 

"'irked  at  the  sarrie  instant,  and  the  ard'/Vof'i!\e  troops  was  ir- 

ible.    TheSp'-ania^tis gave  way  ;  '      md  s.)on  aban- 

\  Jh,  III,  K  i  doncd 
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doned  tliclr  works  with  the  utmost  precipitation.  In  half  an  hour 
two  luoitau  batteries  of  ten  IS  inch  mortars,  and  three  batteries 
cf  heavy  cannon,  v/ith  all  the  lines  of  approach,  communication 
and  traverse,  were  in  flames,  and  whatever  was  subject  to  the 
action  of  lire  was  iinally  reduced  to  ashes.  The  mortars  and 
cannon  were  spiked,  and  their  beds,  carriages  and  platforms  do 
stroyed'.  The  magazines  blew  up  one  after  another  in.  the  course 
of  the  conflagration..  The  whole  Spanish  camp  continued  specta- 
tors of  the  havoc,  without  an  effort  to  save  or  even  avenge  theii- 
works,  unless  an  ill-diiected  and  ineftectual  fire  o-f  round  and 
gVape-shct  might  be  considered  as  either.  The  v/hoie  service  was 
performed  and  the  detachment  returned  to  the  garrison  before 
day-break.     Its  loss  was  too  inconsiderable  to  be  mentioned. 

On  the  27th  cf  November,  his  British  majesty  went  to  t!i^ 
house  of  peers  and  opened  the  session  of  parliament.  The  speech 
expressed  the  king's  determined  resolution  to  persevere  in  the  de^ 
fence  of  his  dominions,  until  such  a  pacification  could  be  made 
as  might  consist  with  the  honor  of  his  crown,  and  the  permanent 
iterest  and  security  of  his  people..  The  losses  in  America  were 
neither  dissembled  nor  paiHated ;  but  stated  as  the  ground  foi? 
requiring  the  firm  support  of  parliament,  and  a  more  vigorous, 
animated  and  united  exertion  of  the  faculties  and  resources  of 
the  people.  The  favorable  appearance  of  aitairs  in  the  East- 
Indies  was  noticed  ;  which  was  the  only  ray  of  success  w^ith 
which  the  speech  was  illuminated.  An  account  had  been  re» 
ceived,  that  on  the  1st  of  July  Sir  Eyre  Coote  with  his  little  ar^ 
my  came  to  a  general  action  with  Hyder  Ally,  which  lasted 
eight  hours,  and  was  a  hard  fought  day  on  both  sides.  The 
amazing  superiority  of  the  enemy  yielded  at  length  to  the  stea-^ 
diness,  spmt  and  bravery  of  Sir  Eyre's  troops.  Hyder  Ally  re- 
treated preccpitately  after  having  had  4000  killed,  among  whoiii 
were  many  of  his  principal  officers.  Sir  Eyre  lost  but  tew  ofE- 
cers,  and  about  400  privates  killed  and  wounded. 

The  motion  for  an  address  in  the  house  ot  commons  producer^ 
a  warm  and  animated  debate,  which  continued  till  two  in  the' 
morning.  Mr.  Fox  moved  far  an  amendment,  by  omitting.  thaS 
part  of  it  which  promised  to  support  the  American  war ;  and  pro- 
posed a  new  one,  expressing  a  wish  for  a  new  system  of  measures^ 
which  the  house  would  assist  to  forward.  But  it  was  rejected  by? 
218  against  129.  During  the  debate  Mr.  Burke  observed,  tha& 
*^*  The  Colonel  Laurens,  who  drew  up  the  articles  of  capitulation^ 
when  lord  Cornwailis  surrendered,  is  the  son  of  Mr.TaurenSj 
who  has  been  committed  close  prisoner  to  the  'lower  of  London;^ 
9f  which  lord  Comwalli?  is  himsglf  the  governor:  and  thus  hia 

lordship 
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ioidslilp  becunic  a  prisoner  to  the  son  of  his  own  prisoner."  Irr 
the  house  of  lords  an  umcivJmentto  the  address  was  proposed  h>. 
iojd  Shelburne  in  a  very  iviisterly  speech,  bat  was  rejected  by  a. 
inajority  of  75. 

Mr.  Burke  had  in  the  former  session,  moved  for  an  Inquiry 
into  the  eonduet  observed  on  the  capture  of  Statia,  whicli  was  re- 
jected by  a  mnjority  of  near  two  to  one.  He  bi'oug^ht  on  the  bu*- 
3iness  afresh  ;  and  in  his  speech  [Dec.  4-.]  on  the  occa'sion  men- 
tioned, that  three  months  were  spcntbytlie  British  commandojs 
in  disposing  of  and  securing  the  pkinder  of  the  island;  that  Sir 
George  Rodney's  fleet  amounted  to  21  sail  of  the  line  ;  and  tha'; 
the  whole  French  force,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  coiMt  dc  Grasse, 
consisted  only  of  8  ships  of  the  line,  and  one  fifty. — He  said  tiiis 
favorable  opportunity  was  entirely  neglected,  the  whole  liriti-sh 
lleet,  and  near  3000  chosen  troops,  bciiTg  kept  upward  of  two 
months  in  a  state  of  total  inaction,  for  the  important  service  of 
protecting  the  sales  at  Statia^  He  ascribed  to  the  same  disgrace- 
ful cause,  as  a  second  misfortune,  the  weakness  of  the  detach- 
iiicnt  sent  under  Sir  Samuel  Mood,  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the 
French  tleetinthe  West-Indies  v»?ith  that  which  deGrasse  brought 
from  Europe,  Sir  George  declared  in  reply,  that  he  made  the. 
seizure  of  the  effects  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  benefit  of  the. 
crown  ;  and  had  no  intelligence,  till  long  after  the  confiscation, 
of  his  majesty's  intentions  to  relinquish  his  right  in  favor  of  the 
iieet  and  army  ;  that  his  presence  at  Statia  was  adsoluteiy  ne- 
cessary for  some  time  ;  that  during  that  period,  he  had  planned 
two  expeditions,  one  against  Curacoa,  the  other  against  Surinam, 
and  was  upon  the  point  of  putting  them  into  execution,  when  he 
3'eceived  intelligence  of  ihe  approach  of  de  Grasse,  whose  iieet 
was  reported  to  consist  of  no  more  than  12  sail  af  the  line  ;  and 
that  consequently  he  thought  Sir  Samuel  Hood  a  sufficient  match 
v/ith  fifteen^ 

An  humble  address,  remonstrance  and  petition  of  the  iord  may  - 
€r,  alderman  and  livery  of  the  city  of  London  was  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be.presented  to  his  majesty  sitting  on  the  throne.  The 
king  determining  to  receive  it  at  the  levee,  the  mode  of  thus  pre^ 
senting  it  was  declined.  It  was  however  published.  The  language 

and  sentiments  of  it  are  peculiarly  striking ^"Itis  (they  say) 

with  inexpressible  concern,  that  we  have  heard  your  majesty  de- 
clare in  your  speech  to  both  houses  of  parliament,  your  intention 
or  persevering  in  a  system  ot  measures  which  has  proved  so  dis- 
astrous to  tliis  country.  Your  majesty's  ministers  have  by  fal>c 
.iiiisertions  and  fallacious  suggestions,  deluded  your  majesty  an.I 
ilhe  nalion,  into  llie  present  un natural  and  untbvlunate  war. — »* 

'J'hc 
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The  consequences  of  this  delusion  have  been,  that  the  trade  of  thi* 
country  has  suifeied  ineparable  losses  :  the  landed  property  thro' 
the  kir.gdom  has  been  depreciated  to  the  most  alarming  degree  ; 
the  property  of  your  majesty's  subjects,  vested  in  the  public  funds^ 
has  lost  above  one  third  of  its  value  :  private  credit  has  been  aU 
most  wholly  annihilated,  by  enormous  interest  given  in  the  pub- 
lic loans,  superior  to  that  which  is  allowed  by  law  in  any  private 
contract :  your  majesty's  fleets  have  lost  their  wonted  superiority  ;;. 
your  armies  have  been  captured  :  your  dominions  have  been  lost ". 
and  your  majesty's  faithful  subjects  have  been  loaded  with  a  bur- 
den of  taxes,  which  even  if  our  victories  had  been  as  splendid  as- 
cur  defeats  have  been  digraceful,  it  our  accession  of  dominion  had 
been  -jg  fortunate  as  the  dismemberm.entof  the  empire  has  been 
cruel  and  disastrous,  could  not  '\n  itself  be  considered  but  a  great 
and  grievous  calamity.  We  beseech  your  majesty  no  longer  to 
continue  in  a  delusion,  froni  which  the  nation  has  awakened  j 
<ind  that  your  majesty  will.bc  giaciously  pleased  to  relinciuish  en- 
tirely, and  for  ever,  the  plan  of  reducing  our  brethren  \i\  Ame- 
rica to  obedience  by  force.  We  further  humbly  implore  your 
jnajes-yi^  ih^t  your  majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  dismiss^ 
from  your  presence  and  councils,  ail.  the  advisers  both  public  and 
secret,  of  the  measures  Vv^e  lament,  as  a  pledge  to  the  world  of 
your  majei:ty's  fixed  determination  to  abandon  a  system  income 
patible  witli  the  interests  of  your  crown,  and  the  happiness  of- 
your  people." 

On  the  day  appointed  [  1 2th.]  for  voting  the  army  supplies,  X\\^ 
house  of  commons  was  early  and  uncommonly  crowded.  The  op* 
position  foreseeing  the  dJlhcultics  ministry  would  be  under  v/as  in-' 
duced  to  bring  foi'v^srd  certain  motions,  wliich  might  discover  ther^ 
iiumber  ofjhose  in  the  house,  who  with  respect  to  their  general 
political  sentiments,  agreed  in  opinion  with  them  on  the  pvosecu- 
iion  of  the  war.  A  coalition  from  all  parties  was  designed,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  obliging  the  crown  io  put  an  end  to  the  attempt 
<of  reducing  Americans  to  obedience  by  force.  Sir  James  Lowther- 
jT.oved  ''  tiiatall  our  ei^'^rts  to  subjugate  America  iiave  been  fruit- 
ess,  either  for  the  purpose  ofsupporting  our  friends,  or  conquer- 
ing our  enemies;  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  all 
future  attempts  to  reduce  the  Americans  to  obedience  by  force, - 
wiil  be  ineffectual  and  injurious  lo  the  true  interests  of  this  coun- 
try, by  Yvcakening  her  powers  to  resist  her  ancient  and  confedera- 
ted enemies."  These  motions  were  opposed  by  the  whole  strength 
to  government  which  however  produced  but  a  small  majority,: 
the^numbers  for  them  being  119,  and  against  them  220.  Thi^- 
eutncicnlly  showed  a  prevailing  chunge  of  sentiment  in  regard  to 

the 
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the  American  war:  and  inderd  all  ordcrii  of  men  began  to  re- 
probate itwith  unrestrained  f I ettlom. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  houSe  for. the  holidays,  Mr, 
Burke  brought  up  a  rq^-cstntativn  mui  prayer ^  addressed  to  the' 
liouse  of  comn)ons  by  Mr.  Laurens  liimself,  which  was  laid  ort 
the  table.  \i  was  written  by  the  petitioner  with  a  black-lead  pen^ 
ciir  he  having,  as  is  thought,  refused  to  accept  of  someindul-^ 
gcnccs  lately  oflered  hini^  and  amongst  the  rest  that  of  pen  atid' 
ink,  the  use  of  which  had  been  strictly  forbidden  hini  during  the' 
greatest  part  of  his  confinement.  I'he  house  was  also  informed 
by  Mr.  Burke,  that  congi-ess  had  offered  to  exchange  gen.  Bur- 
goync  for  Mr.  Laurens;  and  many  reasons  were  urged- by 'hint 
for  its  taking  phice.  Mr.  Laurens  was  at  length  brought  before 
lord  Mansfield  on  the  last  day  of  the  yea,r,  inconsequence  of  a:i 
order  from  the  secretary  cf  state,  and  was  discharged  Lipon  cer-' 
tain  conditions.  He  then  repaired  to  Bath  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health,  which  had  been  much  impaired  by  his  corinnemenC 
and  the  haidships  with  which  it  was  accon)panied. 

Before  the  I2lh  of  January  ministry  received  an  account  of  Sta- 
tia's  having  been  surprised  and  taken  by  the  French.  The  mar- 
quis de  Bouille being  made  acquainted  with  the  security  and  neg- 
ligence of  the  governor  and  garrison,  attempted  the  reduction  of 
the  island.  He  embarked  about  2000  men  in  a  number  of  small 
vessels  at  Martinico  ;  and  knowing  that  the  only  practicable  land-" 
ing  place  was  left  unguarded,  he  took  his  measures  so  as  to  arrive 
before  it  early  in  the  night.  An  unexpected  rise  of  the  sea  caused 
the  loss  of  several  boats  and  many  soldiers  while  endeavoring  ta 
disembark.  With  his  utmost  efforts  he  could  only  land  about  400' 
bfday-break ;  there  was  no  hope  of  reinforcing  them  v/ith  the 
remainder  of  the  troops,  the  greater  part  of  the  boats  having  been 
broken.  He  saw  the  danger  of  his  situation;  that  a  retreat  was 
impossible ;  thatihe  garrison  was  nearly  double  his  own  number ; 
and  that  nothing  but  the  success  of  a  bold  adventure,  could  pos- 
sibly save  him  and  his  troops  from  being  cither  made  prisoners  or 
cut  to  pieces.  He  determined  upon  a  vigorous  attack.  The 
place  where  he  landed  was  about  Iwo  leagues  from  the  town  and 
foVt ;  the  way  to  these  was  not  only  extremely  difiicult,  but  in^ 
tersec^edby  adefile  in  which  a  handful  o\'  men  could  have  stop- 
pe-d  an  army.  The  troops  that  had  been  landed,  were  cemposed 
principalhy  of  count  Di-I Ion's  regiment,  a  part  of  the  Irish  bri- 
gade in  the  French  service.  Adivision  of  the  garrison  was  going 
til  rough  its  exercise  in  a  field  at  some  distance  from  the  fort, 
it-mistook  the  eneiriy,  as- their  red  uniform  was  the  same  witli* 
the  English.;  and  tli4 -not  retreat  till  it  had  received  a  close  dis- 
charge 
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CJfearge  of  small  arms,  which  kiliedandvvoundcd  several  Uponthe 
5ilarm  occasioned  by  the  volley,  these  of  the  garrison  who  were. 
in  quarters  hurried  to  the  fort,  and  clogged  the  craw -bridge  ia 
such  a  manner,  that  it  could  not  be  raised,  until  the  enemy  en- 
tered pell  mell  along  with  thenio  Lieut.  coL  Cockburne,  the  go- 
vernor, who  had  been  taking  an  early  ride,  returned  at  the  instant 
of  surprise,  and  was  made  prisoner  on  horseback.  He  was  "guilty 
of  culpable  neglect,  in  not  taking  the  necessary  precautions  for  the 
defence  of  the  Island,  notwithstanding  he  had  received  th-e  fullest 
Sntelhgenceof  an  intended  attack.'^*  Thus  was  Statia,  with  the 
dependent  islands  cf  St.  Martin  and  vSaba,  reduced  in  a  few  4ni- 
Mutes  on  the  26th  of  November,  with  the  loss  to  the  French  -of 
320  more  than  ten  soldiers  killed  and  wounded.  'The  British  gar- 
xison,  consisted  of  677  men,  and  the  artiilcry  of  C3  pieces,  ojfj 
cannon. 

The  marquis  de  Bouille  behaved  with  his  usual  magnanimity.^,:, 
and  admitted  the  claims  of  the  original  proprietors  to  various  arti- 
cles on  the  island.  A  considerable  sum  of  money  which  lieut.  coL.- 
Cockburne  declared  to  be  his,  was  with  the  generous  consent  of 
the  French  officers  restored  to  him.  But  a  very  large  sum,  the 
remainder  of  t'iie  produce  otthe  iate  sales,  and  saidtobe  the  pr0-> 
perty  of  adm.  Rodney  and  gen.  Vaughan,  became  a  piize  to  the 
victors.  Their  v;h.ole  spoil  has  hecii  estimated  at  two  millions 
oflivres. 

When  count  de  Guichen  returned  n-om  his  cruise,  the  utmost 
expedition  was  used  at  Brest  in  reiitting  the  French  fleet  for  the^ 
sea,  notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the  season.  The  reinforcing 
cf  count  de  Grasse  mine  AVcst-Indies  with  troops  and  ships  of 
'far,  was  indispensably  requisite  ;  and  it  was  foreseen,  that  he 
^ould  wanton  that  station  almost  every  article  of  provisions  and 
necessary  of  life,  beside  an  immense  supply  of  military  and  naval 
stores  of  every  kind,  after  the  service  on  the  North  Americapt 
cOasts.  The  French  concluded  also  upon  sending  a  reinforceaieni: 
cf  troops  and  ships  to  mons.  de  Suifrein  in  the  East-Indies,  where 
tliQ  demand  tor  naval  and  military  stores  \vas  also  urgent.  A  nu- 
merous convoy  of  transports,  store  ships  and  provision  vessels, 
were  accordingly  gotten  in  readiness  v/ith  the  same  diligence  as 
the  fleet.  It  was  needful  to  guard  against  the  designs  of  the  Bri- 
tish, the  preparation  was  therefore  extended  to  such  a  number  of 
men  of  war,  as  was  thought  equal  to  the  protection  of  the  whole 
till  they  were  at  a  safe  distance.  Count  de  Guichen  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  command  of  ail,  while  he  remained  in  company  with 
them.  The  squadron  and  fleet  destined  fer  the  vVesi-indies,  was 
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entrusted  with  tlic  marquis  lic  V^udreuil,  wlio  canicd  out  a  cor- 
s!(kra})le  body  of  kind  torccs,  with  a  tuii  conHdcir:^,  on  the  side 
o['  both  France  and  Spain,  of  m.-.v  pcifeciin^  their  plan  for  the 
reduction  of  Jamaica. 

'['he  intelhgence  of  this  preparation,  and  in  a  measure  of  its 
object,  being  received  in  Britain,  admiral  Kempenfeit  was  dis- 
patched in  the  beginning  of  December,  with  12  sail  of  the  line-, 
a"  .50  gun  ship,  four  frigates  and  a  fac  ship,  to  intercept  thtr 
French  squadron  and  convoy.  But  for  want  ot  better  informa- 
lion,  or  from  some  other  cau?c,  the  French  iicct  was  so  much 
superior  to  what  had  been  conceived,  and  to  Kempenfclt'c; -force, 
that  the  real  danger  lay  on  the  side  of  the  latter.  Count  de 
Guichen  hadno  less  than  10  sail  of  heavy  line  of  battle  shipsy 
beside  two  more  armed  m  flute,  as  the  French  call  it  when  the 
lower  deck  guns  are  placed  in  the  hold  to  make  room  for  thti 
t;onveyancGof  a  moderate  cargo,. 

The  British  admiral,  expecting  tiiat  his  enemy  had  only  as 
equal  force  at  the  most,  fortunately  fell  in  with  the  French  [I>cc„ 
12.]  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind,  v/hcn  both  the  licet  and  convo/ 
were  much  dispersed,  and  the  latter  considerably  a-stern.  Kem- 
penfeit concluded  upon  profiting  from  the  present  situation,  b^ 
endeavoring  to  cut  oltthc  convoy  in  the  first  instance,  and  fight- 
ing the  enemy  afterward.  He  succeeded  in  part.  A  great  num- 
of  prizes  were  taken.  About  20  arrived  safe  in  British  ports,- 
whils  several  that  struck  escaped  in  the  night.  Two  or  three 
sliips  arc  said  to  have  been  sunk.  A  number  must  undoubtedly- 
have  lost  their  voyage  through  the  great  dispersion  of  the  convoy 
which  necessarily  existed.  Tlie  French  commanders  were  i» 
the  mean  time  collecting  their  fleet,  and  forming  the  line  of  bat- 
tle. Kempenfeit  also  having  collected  his  ships  in  the  evenings 
and  being  still  ignorant  of  the  enemy's  force,  get  upon  the  same 
tack  with  them,  under  a  full  determination  of  engaging  them 
the  next  morning.  At  day-light,  perceiving  them  to  leeward, 
he  formed  the  line;  but  discovering  their  force  on  a  nearer  ap- 
proach, he  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  hazard  an  action.  He 
arrived  at  Portsmouth  on  the  20th  of  December,  but  had  takei> 
the  precaution  of  dispatching  the  Agam.emnon  to  pick  up  any 
stragglers  from  the  Brest  iiect.  The  Agamemnon  fortunately 
fell  In  with  four  large  ships  and  a  snow,  from  Bourdeauxto  Mar- 
tinico,  meant  to  join  de  Guichen,  and  captured  them  on  the  25tii. 

Near  1100  land  forces,  and  between  6  and  700  seamen  were 
tak-en  in  the  prizes  captured  by  the  admiral,  which  w^ere  rtiostly 
freighted  on  the  French  king's  account.  They  were  laden  chieflyr 
with  brass  and  iron  ordnance,  gun-powder,  ?mall  arms,  liints, 
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bomb-sliells,  cannon  balls,  grenades  in  a  prodigious  quantity, 
iron  bars,  sheet  lead,  travelling  forges,  all  kinds  of  ordnance 
stores,  tents,  camp  equipage,  soldiersclothing  and  accoutrements, 
woolen  and  linen  goods  for  the  land  and  sea  service,  great  cables, 
sail-cloih  and  cordage,  with  every  supply  for  shipping  in  a  great 
iimount,  wine,  oil,  brandy,  rum,  flour,  biscuit,  and  salted  provi^si- 
ons,  all  in  large,  and  the  most  necessi^ry  in  prodigious  quantities. 

The  capture  was  valuable  and  important ;  but  served  to  excite 
the  dissatisfaction  of  the  public,  who  supposed  that  it  was  through 
neglect  that  Kcmpenfelt  had  not  been  supplied  v»'ith  a  ff>rce 
which  would  have  enabled  him  to  take  or  destroy  the  whole 
French  licet  and  convoy.  A  great  clamor  was  raised  ;  which 
was  probably  increased  by  the  attempts  made  in  both  h.ouses'of 
parliament,  after  the  Christmass  recess,  to  render  this  busirt.^s^a 
ground  of  complaint  and  charge  against  the  first  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty. Mr.  Fox  moved,  on  the  Tth  of  February,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  in  the  committee,  "That  it  appears  to  this  cc;tti- 
mittee,  that  there  was  gross  mismanagement  in  the  adn-.imstra-. 
tion  of  naval  affairs  in  the  year  1781."  He  said  in  his  !:pecch  up- 
on the  occasion — "  It  appears  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  that 
for  several  weeks  before  the  sailing  of  the  French  fleet,  the  ad- 
miralty had  been  in  the  course  of  receiving  regular  inteiiigence 
of  its  equipment;  and  that  it  was  evident  that  18  or  20  sail  of 
the  line  were  in  readiness  to  put  to  sea.'*  Lord  Howe  on -the 
samiC  day  declared  it  to  be  his  opinionrthat  the  early  intei.'igence 
ministry  had  received  of  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  left  ihem 
without  excuse  for  not  having  prepared  a  force  sufficient  to  attack 
them.  He  asked — "  Why  was  not  Sir  George  Rodney  sent  out 
with  admiral  Kempcnfelt  ?  His  squadron  is  ailcw^ed  to  have  been 
iit  for  service."  Mr.  Fox's  motion  was  rejected  by  a  very  great 
majority,  after  long  and  warm  debates.  What-Kempenfeit  couid 
not  effect  for  want  of  more  ships,  was  in  a  great  degree  accom- 
plished in  another  way.  Count  de  Guichen's  tieet  and  convoy, 
after  Kcmpenfelt's  successful  attack  on  the  latter,  were  so  shat- 
tered and  disabled  by  a  continual  succession  of  tempests  and 
foul  weather,  that  only  two  of  tlie  men  of  war  and  a  few  of  the 
convoy,  could  hold  on  their  course  to  join  de  Grasse.  The  re- 
mainder were  obliged  to  return  in  very  bad  condition  to  France, 
Since  then  a  second  convoy  from  Biest,  sailed  on  the  lith  of 
February,  in  order  to  supply  the  failure  of  the  other. 

The  eagerness  of  the  Spaniards  to  gain  possession  of  Minorca 
after  landing  on  the  island,  was  so  excessive  as  to  induce  theitiy 
through  the  medium  of  a  bribe,  insidiously  to  attempt  corrupting 
the  tidelity  of  the  governor.   The  Duke  de  Crilion  suffered  him^ 

self 
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self  to  become  the  instrument  in  this  business.  General  Murra)'- 
treated  the  insult  with  a  suitable  disci nin.  'J 'he  close  investure  o£ 
Fort  St.  Philip,  from  the  tiuie  of  the  enemy's  landing,  wholly 
prevented  the  garrison's  being  supplied  with  vegetables.  The 
want  of  LJiesc,  destroyed  in  a  great  measure,  the  benehts  whicli 
might  have  been  otherwise  expected  from  the  general  j)lcnty" 
enjoyed  in  other  respects.  The  scurvy  raged  among  the  troops 
to  a  high  degree,  and  was  attended  by  a  putrid  pestilential  fcvec 
and  a  "mortal  dysentery.  Much  the  greater  part  of  the  liritislt 
Soldiers  had  been  eleven  years  on  the  island,  and  had  lived  con- 
stantly upon  salt  provisions,  so  that  the  want  of  vegetables  was 
the  more  sensibly  felt,  \vhen  they  came  to  be  deprived  of  them, 
I'he  progress  of  the  distemper  was  also  much  furthered  by  the 
close  confinement  of  the  men  witliin  the  narrow  limits  of  the 
fortress  ;  and  still  more  so  by  the  tainted  air  of  the  casements 
and  souterrains,  which  the  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  the 
cnemv  rendered  their  onlv  habitations,  and  which  became  every 
day  more  pernicious  by  occupancy. 

The  combined  forces  amounted  to  1 6,000  regulars,  attended  by 
a  prodigious  artillery,  consisting  of  1 09  pieces  of  the  heaviest  can- 
non, and  36  great  mortars.  The  garrison  consisted  only  of  2693 
men  ;  of  these  2016  were  British  and  Hanoverian  regular  troops, 
including  however  in  this  number  400  invalids,  who  had  been 
sent  from  Britain  in  Mlo,  A  marine  corps,  wliich  had  been  form- 
ed upon  the  present  occasion,  and  was  of  excellent  service,  com- 
posed the  greater  part  of  the  remainder.  A  handful  of  Greeks 
and  Gorsicans  also  behaved  with  much  braverv.  The  works  o£ 
the  fortress  were  so  numerous,  that  the  garrison,  in  full  health, 
did  not  amount  to  half  the  number  which  would  have  been  neces- 
sary to  their  effectual  defence,  lliis  weakness  probably  led  the 
Duke  de  Griilon  to  lie  somevvhat  unguardedly  in  his  head  quar- 
ters at  Gape  Mola,  which  induced  a  vigorous  and  succcssfi::  sally 
from  the  garrison.  The  troops  employed  in  it  -:.U5  prised  and  routed 
the  enemy ;  chasedthe  dukeVrom  his  po^.t,and  secured  themselves 
so  efTectually  in  it,  that  though  he  brought  ui)  his  whole  army  to 
dislodge  them,  he  desisted  from  tlse  attack ;  and  left  them  to  re- 
lurn  the  following  night  in  safety,  'i'his  happened  early  in  No- 
vember, about  the  time  w^hen  the  enemy  operted  their  bomb  bat-^ 
tcries.  Though  the  besiegers  kept  a  cautious  distance  in  the  con- 
struction and  progress  of  their  works ;  yet  their  vast  and  numerous 
artillery  w^ere  so  weighty,  powerful  and  incessant  in  their  batte- 
rv,  and  such  showers  of  great  shells  were  continually  poured  into 
the  place,  that  they  soon  ruined  the  upper  defences  of  th(*  for- 
tress, and  rendered  use'u^;  a  great  number  of  taiinx^n, 
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The  garrison  displayed  the  greatest  zeal,  valor  and  constaiv 
€y  :  but  in  the  beginning  of  February  was  so  much  reduced  by 
sickness,  that  only  660  were  left  fit  for  duty  :  of  these,  all  bnt 
one  hundred  were  so  far  tainted  with  the  scurvy,  that  the  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  declared  that  they  could  hold  out  only  a 
very  few  days,  before  they  must  be  sent' to  the  hospital.  They 
also  said,  that  a  few  days  longer  obstinacy  in  defence  must  prove 
tlie  destruction  of  the"  remains  of  that  brave  garrison,  as  there 
were  no  means-  of  keeping  the  greater  part  of  them  much  long- 
er alive,  but  by  a  speedy  relief  of  wholesome  air,  aided  by  an 
abundant  supply  or' vegetables.  The  necessary  guards  on  the 
last  night  of  defence,  required  415  men  upon  duty,  so  that  there 
were  only  24.5  left,  170  less  than  the  necessary  number  for  the 
next  relief,   and  no  picquet  could  be  at  all  formed. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  governor  was  reduced  to  tiie 
necessity  [Feb.  5.]  of  capitulating.  He  obtained  all  the  honors 
«f  war,  and  every  thing  he  required,  excepting  {hat  of  freeing  the 
garrison  from  being  prisoners,  which  the  Duke  de  Crillon  assur- 
ed him,  the  Spanish  king  in  his  instructions  had  particularly  tied 
him  down  from  granting ;  but  the  troops  were  to  be  sent  to 
Britain  subject  to  the  customary  conditions  of  not  serving  till 
exchanged,  or  discharged  by  a  peace.  TheCorsicans  and  otheF 
foreigners  were  secured  in  their  persons  and  effects,  and  in  the 
liberty  of  going  where  they  pleased. 

The  poor  remains  ot  the  garrison,  while  marching  through  the 
Spanish  and  French  armies,  which  were  drawn  up  in  opposite 
lines  for  their  passage,  exhibited  such  a  tragical  spectacle  as  is  not 
often  seen,  though  it  was  at  the  same  time  much  to  the  glory  of 
the  sufferers.  Sixhundred  old,  emaciated,  worn  down  and  decrepit  ' 
soldiers,  were  followed  by  120  of  the  royal  artillery,  and  200  sea- 
men :  about  20  Corsicans,  and  25  Greeks  and  Turks,  Moors  and 
Jews,  &c.  closed  the  procession.  When  the  battalions  arrived  at 
the  place  appointed  for  laying  down  their  arms^  the  soldiers  ex- 
claimed with  tears  in  their  eyes — "  We  surrender  them  to  God 
alone."  They  seemingly  derived  great  consolation  fron;j/che  opi« 
nion  that  the  victors  could  not  boast  of  their  conquest  in  taking  aa 
hospital.  The  indignation  and  grief  expressed  by  the  British  troops 
on  their  being  at  length  vanquished,  was  mentioned  in  terms  of 
admiration,  and  of  the  highest  honor  to  the  garrison,  in  the  Spa- 
nish published  accounts  of  this  transaction.  During  the  siege  from 
tlie  I9th  of  August  1181,  to  the  4th  of  February,  inclusive,  the 
total  of  the  killed  was  59,   and  of  the  wounded  149. 

The  sympathy  discovered  by  the  enemy  upon  the  occasion,  was. 
Jjighly  ty  their  ho;ior.     Several  of  the  common  soldiers  of  both 
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snuics  were  so  moved  by  the  wretched  condition  of  the  garrison* 
that  invohjntaiy  tears  dropped  from  them,  as  the  prisoners  passed 
along.  The  subsequent  tenderness  shown  by  the  Duke  de  Crillon, 
the  Count  ot'  the  same  name  and  family,  and  the  Baron  de 
i^'alkinhaym,  who  eommandcd  the  French  troops,  in  their  conti- 
nued supply  of  all  necessaries  to  the  sick,  and  their  unremitted 
attention  to  their  recovery,  was  beyond  all  praise. 

The  mciiibers  in  the  British  house  of  commx)n3  opposed  to  the 
administration,  aimed  at  binding  up  the  hands  of  the  executive 
government  by  a  strong  and  explicit  dcelavation  of  the  opinion  of 
parliament.  Gen.  Conway  [22.]  therefore  moved — '•  That  an 
humble  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  that  he  will  be  plea:^- 
ed  to  give  directions  to  his  ministers  not  to  pursue  any  longer  the 
impracticable  object  of  reducing  his  majesty's  revolted  colonics,b5,- 
force,  to  their  allegiance,  by  a  war  on  the  continent  of  America, 
and  to  assure  his  majesty,  that  his  faithful  commoners  will  most 
cheerfully  concur  with  him  in  such  raeasiu-es  as  may  he  found  nc^ 
ccssary  to  accelerate  the  blessings  of  returning  peace."  The  debates 
were  warm,  and  held  till  two  in  the  niorning  ;  when  uponthe  di- 
vision the  numbers  for  the  motion  were  lij:3,  and  against  it  l9-k 
The  majority  of  one  onJy  on  the  side  of  ministry,  proved  that 
their  influence  was  nearly  at  an  cad.  Five  days  after  Conway  re- 
viewed his  motion.  The  debates  it  occasioned  continued  tilfnear 
two  in  the  morning,  when  the  attorney-general  moved — "  That 
the  present  debate  be  adjourned  until  the  1 3th  of  March."  There 
were  for  the  adjournment  215  against  231.  The  ftriginalmotiou', 
and  address  to  the  king  formed  upon  the  resolution,  were  then 
carried  without  a  division,  and  the  address  was  ordered  to  be  pre- 
sented by  the  whole  house.  The  next  day  the  attorney-general 
-moved  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  majesty  to  conclude  a  peace 
or  truce  with  the  revolted  colonies  in  America,  which  was  agreed 
to.  The  bill  had  for  its  object  the  repeal  of  all  acts  relative  to  the 
commerce  of  America,  from  the  12th  of  Charles  11.  The  same 
<lay  the  secretaries  of  state  sent  a  letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Xondon,  informing  him  of  the  apprehension  which  existed  of  ri- 
ots and  tumults  in  the  evening  ;  that  so  proper  measures  might 
ho.  taken  for  securing  the  public  peace.  It  was  feared,  that  the 
great  and  general  joy  occasioned  by  the  carrying  of  Conway's 
motion  would  have  produced  those  riots.  On  the  4th  of  March, 
his  majesty's  answer  was  reported  to  the  house,  and  the  thanks  of 
the  house  unanimously  voted  to  the  king  for  the  same. — After 
which  Conway  rose  and  moved  another  resolution — V*  That  th^s 
iiousc  v/ill  consider  ar.  enemies  to  his  majesty  and  this  country. 

latcrn 
care 
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care  for  the  ease  and  happiness  of  his  people,  by  advising,  or 
"by  any  means  attempting,  the  further  prosecution  of  offen- 
sive war  on  the  continent  of  North-America,  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  the  colonies  to  obedience  by  force."  Government  made 
a  feeble  opposition  to  the  motion,  and  at  length  suffered  it  to  pass 
without  a  division.  On  that  day  also,  a  commission  passed  the  great 
seal,  appointing  Sir  Guy  Carlton  commander  in  chief  in  America. 

The  resolutions  that  were  passed  the  house,  and  the  warm 
Tcception  they  met  with  from  the  public,  served  to  show  that  a 
complete  revolution  in  the  internal  policy  of  government  must 
succeed,  which  was  an  event  no  wise  agreeable  to  the  sentiments 
^f  the  court. 

The  opposition  sought  [8th.]  to  obtain  a  vote,  from  which  it 
might  appear,  that  the  house  of  commons  had  totally  withdrawn 
its  confidence  from  the  present  administration.  Lord  John  Ca- 
vendish made  several  motions  with  that  view,  and  a  long  debate 
ensued,  when  the  house  divided  at  last  on  the  order  of  the  day, 
■^vhich  had  been  moved  for  and  was  carried  by  a  niajority  of  10. 
That  day  week,  [l5th.]  a  motion  was  made  by  Sir  John  Rous, 
in  which  it  was  proposed  to  resolve,  that  the  house  could  have 
310  further  confidence  in  the  ministers,  who  had  the  direction  of 
public  affairs.  On  this  occasion  the  strength  of  both  parties  was 
mustered.  Near  480  members  were  present;  and  on  the  divi- 
sion the  question  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  only  9.  No- 
tice was  given  after  the  division,  that  a  motion  to  the  same  effect 
V/ouldbe  made  on  the  Wednesday  following. 

On  that  day,  [20.]  the  house  was  again  uncommonly  crowd- 
ed ;  when  after  a  while,  Lord  North  assured  the  house  with  au- 
Ihority,  that  the  administration,  against  which  the  intended  mo- 
iion  was  levelled,  did  no  longer  exist ;  and  that  his  majesty  was 
come  to  d  full  determination  of  changing  his  ministers.  He  then 
moved  for  an  adjournment,  that  leisure  might  be  given  for  the 
iorming  of  a  new  administration.  He  afterward  took  leave  of 
ahe  house  as  minister.  His  speech  was  decent  and  pathetic, 
lie  thanked  them  for  the  honorable  support  they  had  given  hliu 
•during  so  long  a  course  of  years,  and  m  so  many  trying  situa-- 
iions;  and  concluded  with  signifying,  that  he  was  both  ready 
and  desirous  to  encounter  the  strictest  scrutiny  into  his  conduct. 

During  the  adjournment,  which  was  to  the  25th,  the  new  ad- 
ininistration  was  formed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Marquis  of 
-Rockingham,  on  whose  public  principles  and  private  honor,  the 
nation  can  rely  with  confidence,  after  the  violent  struggle  with 
xyliich  it  has  been  agitated.  The  cabinet,  including  the  marquis  as 
fct  commissioner  of  the  treasury,  is  composed  of  the  Kail  of 
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Shelburnc  and  Mr.  Fox,  who  have  been  appointed  secretaries  of 
state;  lord  Camden,  president  ot  the  council;  the  Duke  of 
Grafton,  privy  seal;  lord  John  Cavendish,  chancellor  of  tiic  ex- 
chequer ;  admiral  Keppci,  first  commissioner  of  the  admiralty  ; 
general  Conv/ay,  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  ;  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  master-general  of  the  ordnance  ;  Barre,  treasurer 
of  the  navy  ;  and  Edmund  Burke,  paymaster-general. 

The  pLiblic  measures  for  which  the  new  minister  is  said  to 
have  stipulated  with  the  court,  before  he  would  consent  to  enter 
into  any  negociation  for  office,  arc  these — 1.  Peace  with  the 
Americans ;  and  the  acknowledgment  oi  their  independence 
not  to  be  a  bar  to  the  attainment  of  the  same — 2.  A  substantial 
reform  in  the  several  branches  of  the  civil  list  expenditure,  on 
the  plan  of  Mr,  Burke — 3.  The  diminution  of  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  under  which  article  the  bills  for  excluding  contract- 
ors from  seats  in  parliament,  and  disqualifying  the  revenue  offi- 
cers from  voting  in  the  election  of  members,  were  included. 

'I'he  revolution  that  has  taken  place  in  the  British  administra- 
tion, is  chiefly  owing  to  the  capture  of  lord  Cornvvallis  and  his 
army ;  and  must  diffuse  a  general  joy  through  the  United 
States  of  America,  whenever  the  account  reaches  them  ;  by  ex- 
citing their  hopes  of  soon  possessing  the  great  object  for  which 
they  have  been  contending.  But  the  disagreeable  intelligence 
received  at  the  admiralty-oflice  from  the  West -Indies  on  the 
l-2:h  and  261h  of  March,  did  undoubtedly  promote  and  confimi 
the  said  revolution. 

The  superiority  of  the  French  by  sea  and  land  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  enabled  them  to  undertake  what  they  pleased.  The 
loss  of  Statia  w^as  but  the  prelude  to  further  misfortunes  on  the 
side  of  Britain.  St.  Kitts  was  doomed  to  become  a  victim  to  the 
policy  and  power  of  France.  The  marquis  de  Bouille  [Jan. 
11.]  landed  SOOO  men  on  the  island,  and  was  supported  by- 
count  de  Grssse,  wath  32  ships  of  the  line.  The  garrison  un- 
der gen.  Eraser,  did  not  exceed  600  effective  men  ;  so  that  the 
great  superiority  of  the  enemy  prevented  all  resistance  to  their 
landing.  The  garrison  retired  to  Brimstone-hill,  which,  beside 
some  newly  erected  fortifications,  was  considered  from  its 
height  and  almost  inaccessible  situation,  as  one  of  the  strongest 
posts  in  the  West-India  islands.  But  the  troops  v,'cre  too  few 
for  its  defence  through  a  long  siege. 

The  British  rieet  under  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  consisting  of  23 
ships  of  the  line,  was  then  at  Barbadocs.  That  island  was  the  ori- 
ginal object  of  the  French  commanders;  but  they  were  driven 
so  far  to  the  Iccwcird  by  contrary  winds,  that  they  fovmd  it  neces- 
sary 
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sary  to  change  their  design  and  direct  their  attack  against  St,  Kitts^ 
Sir  Samuei,  notwithstanding  his  inferiority,  determined  upon 
boldlv  attempting  the  preservation  of  the  island.  He  accordingly 
sailed  to  Antigua,  where  he  took  gen.  Prescott  on  board,  with  the 
few  troops  that  could  be  spared;  and  from  thence  proceeded  in 
the  evening  for  Basseterre-road,  where  de  Grasselay  at  anchor, 
began  at  day-break  to  form  his  Hne  of  battle,  for  the  purpose  of 
"bearing  down  upon  and  attacking  them.  The  accident  of  two 
ships  running  foul  of  each  other,  interrupted  the  prosecution  of 
this  design  ;  and  the  fleet  was  obliged  to  lie  too  for  a  day,  during 
the  repair  of  the  damage  which  one  of  them  sustained.  A  French 
frigate  from  Martinico,  full  of  shells  and  ordnance  stores  for  the 
siege  of  Brimstone-hill,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British, 
seemed  to  compensate  in  some  measure  for  this  delay.  DeGrasse, 
^vho  could  not  but  be  surprised  at  this  unlookcd  for  yisit,  quitted 
his  anchorage,  that  so  by  pu.tting  out  to  sea  and  gaining  a  good 
offing,  his  ships  might  have  full  room  to  act,  and  thereby  secure 
all  the  advantages  of  their  superiority  in  number. 

[Jan.  25.]  Sir  Samuel  instantly  perceived  how  he  might  profit 
by  this  movement.  The  enemy  formed  in  a  line  of  battle  a-head, 
he  carried  on  every  appearrnce  of  a  determined  and  immediate 
attack,  whereby  he  drew  them  further  irom  the  shore.  He  then 
pushed  directly  for  Basseterre-road,  and  took  possession  of  that 
anchorage  ground  which  the  count  had  quitted  on  the  preceding 
evening.  A  sense  of  the  possible  consequence  of  this  movement, 
in  cutting  the  French  fleet  off  from  all  communication  with  their 
'army  on  shore,  led  them  to  fall  upon  commodore  Affleck  with 
the  utmost  fury.  He  commanded  and  closed  the  rear  of  the 
British  squadron,  and  they  were  in  no  small  hope  of  cutting  off 
that  division.  The  commodore,  with  his  two  brave  seconds, 
lord  Robert  Manners  and  capt.  Cornwallis,  kept  up  so  able  and 
unceasing  a  fire,  that  with  little  loss  and  damage  to  themselves, 
they  contributed  much  to  the  covering  of  the  other  ships  of  the 
4iivision,  while  they  were  getting  into  their  stations.  Atter  a 
sharp  conflict,  the  French  were  obliged  to  bear  away. 

The  next  morning  [26.]  by  eight  o'clock,  che  British  line  was 
attacked  from  van  to  rear,  by  29  sail  of  the  enemy,  for  near  two 
hours,  without  having  the  least  visible  impression  made  upon  it. 
The  French  then  wore  and  stood  off  again  to  sea.  De  Grasse,  not 
yet  discouraged,  renewed  the  engagement  in  the  afternoon,  and 
directed  his  attack  principally  against  the  centre  and  rear  divisions. 
These  he  hoped  to  overvvrhelm  by  the  superiority  cf  his  force ;  but 
he  was  again  repulsed  with  greater  loss  and  damage  than  before. 
His  owa  ship,'  the  Villc  de  Faris^  suffered  severely,  and  received 

no 
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«o  less  than  81  shot  in  her  liul!.  It  was  s-ild,  tliat  the  Frcnc  Ii 
sent  a  thousand  wounded  to  Statia.  I'Jie  loss  of  the  British  in  all 
the  attacks  is  stated  at  12  killed  and  L'H  woundetl.  From  that 
time  the  count  kept  at  a  distance  but  continued  constantly  in 
sight,  appearing  one  day  with  32  two-decked  ships,  and  another 
with  only  2l\ 

The  success  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood's  bold  adventure  prodiiccd 
very  flattering  prospects.  The  admiral  had  no  doubt,  but  that 
Brimstone-hill  would  hold  out,  till  the  marquis  dc  Bouillc  and 
count  dc  Grassc  would  be  glad  to  retire.  But  therein  he  was 
mistaken.  'J'he  inhabitants  of  the  island,  on  the  tiist  arrival  of 
the  Frcnchy  adopted  a  seeming  neutrality.  Governor  Shirley  in- 
deed proceeded  with  330  militia  to  reinforce  gen.  Eraser's  small 
garrison,  and  continued  bravely  to  encounter  all  the  dangers,. and 
patiently  to  endure  all  the  hardships  of  the  siege.  The  Frenck' 
closely  invested  the  hill  on  all  sides,  on  the  night  of  their  landing^ 
and  the  following  morning.  Tlie  artillery  destined  to  serve  in  the 
attack  on  Barbadoes  was  attempted  to  be  disenibarked.  But  the 
vessel  which  conveyed  the  most  heavy  and  effective  part  of  it, 
struck  on  the  rocks  and  sunk.  'I'he  enemy  however  were  not  dis- 
couraged by  this  loss,  or  the  subsequent  one  of  the  frigate  from 
Martinico.  By  persevering  industry  they  fished  up  no  small  part 
of  the  artillery,  shells  and  stores  which  had  beensumk  -^  and  the 
men  of  w^ar  brought  a  fresh  quantity  of  heavy  ordnance  from 
Martinico.  Moreover,,  the  very  means  provided  for  the  defence 
of  the  garrison,  were  unhappily  for  them  employed  in  their  de- 
struction. Eight  brass  24  pounders,  with  GOOO  balls,  together 
with  two  13  inch  brass  mortars  and  1.500  shells,  v/hich  had  been 
sent  out  by  government  to  furnish  the  fortress,  instead  of  having 
been  removed  up  to  the  works,  were  all  found  by  the  French  at 
the  foot  of  the  lull  and  proved  a  most  seasonable  and  accessary 
supply.  The  hill  was  naturally  strong,  but  the  works  at  the  top 
v/ere  not  answerable  to  its  strength  ;  and  were  little  calculated  to^ 
withstand  the  batteries,  which  the  possession  of  the  adjoining 
country,  and  the  v/eakness  of  tlic  garrison  enabled  the  enemy  to 
erect  in  the  most  advantageous  positions.  The  British  were 
moreover  totally  destitute  of  intrenching  tools. 

The  marquis  de  Bouille  commenced  and  carried  on  a  regulai? 
siege;  but  was  incommoded  during  the  whole  of  it,  bv  a  most  vi- 
gorous fire  from  the  garrison.  The  toil  and  fatigue  of  the  French 
was  excessive  in  such  a  climate,  as  they  had  no  substitute  for  hu- 
man labor  in  removing  their  artillery  and  heavy  stores.  The 
trenches  however  were  opened  in  the  night  between  the  IGth 
and  17th  of  January.    Sir  Samuel  Mood  took  tlie  c^jiest  oppor- 
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tunlt\'',  on  his  arrival  off  the  island,  of  sending  an  officer  to  Brim- 
stone-hill,  accompanied  by  one  from  general  Prescott,  who  iit 
an  answer  to  the  offer  sent  to  general  Fraser,  brought  back  the 
following  message — *'  That  as  lie  had  taken  the  trouble  to  come 
with  troops  to  his  assistance,  he  should  doubtless  be  glad  of  the 
honor  of  seeing  him  ;  but  that  he  was  in  no  want  cither  of  him 
or  his  troops."  Prescott  being  very  desirous  notwithstanding, 
to  be  put  on  shore  with  his  vVntigua  troops,  they  were  according- 
ly landed  on  the  28  th  of  Jan.  together  with  the  69th  regiment, 
and  immediately  got  into  action,  and  drove  the  enemy  with  a  con^^ 
siderabic  loss  to  the  latter;  but  as  no  solid  purpose  could  be  an- 
swered by  the  continuance  of  the  troops  on  shore,  they  were  ta- 
ken off  in  the  evening  of  the  29th,  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 
All  communication  now  being  cut  off  with  Brimstone-hiil,  the 
general  with  his  troops  sailed  back  for  Antigua  on  the  ist  of  Fe- 
bruary. 

TJie  French  prosecuted  their  works  and  attack  with  unremit- 
ting industry.  During  the  last  three  weeks  of  the  siege,  they  were 
constantly,  night  and  day, cannonading  and  bombardiiig  the  garri- 
son ;  who  though  continually  thinned  by  the  numbers  killed  and 
wounded,  bore  the  incessant  fatigue  of  being  alway  under  arms^ 
and  the  increasing  danger,  with  admirable  patience  and  fortitude. 
J\t  length,  the  works  on  one  side  being  so  destroyed  as  to  form  an 
entire  and  complete  breacli,  and  there  being  not  more  than  500 
nleu  left  able  to  go  through  duty,  and  Sir  Samuel  Flood  not  having 
it  in  his  povver  to  afford  the  least  relief,  both  the  governor  and  gen. 
Fraser  [Feb.  12.]  concluded  upon  proposinga capitulation  :  which 
the  marquis  de  Bouille  eagerly  embraced,  as  the  acquisition  of 
time  for  further  operations  was  important,  and  a  security  from  in- 
terruption by  the  arrival  of  a  British  admiral  to  reinforce  Sir 
Samuel  was  of  the  lirst  consequence.  Every  condition  they  pro- 
posed was  agreed  to,  whether  in  favor  of  the  garrison  or  island. 
The  former  were  allowed  all  the  honorsof  v»rar  in  the  fullest  sensfe ; 
and  the  island  was  upon  the  best  footing  it  could  be,  under  a  ca- 
pitulation. The  marquis  de  Bouille,  with  his  usual  elevation  of 
soul,  by  the  last  article  discharged  gov.  Shirley  and  gen.  Fraset 
irom  being  considered  as  prisoners  of  war,  outof  respect  to  theip 
courage  and  determined  conduct ;  and  declared  that  the  first  might 
return  to  his  government  of  Antigua,  and  the  latter  continue  in 
the  service  of  his  country. 

The  surrender  of  Brimstonc-hill,  and  the  capitulation  of  the 
island,  rendered  the  longer  stay  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood  in  Basseterre 
road  equally  useless  and  dangerous.  Beside,  the  French  had  been 
joined  by  two  ships  of  the  line  from  Europe  ;  so  that  count 

de 
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<3c  Giassc  possessed  the  superiority  of  ?,\.  to  2:2  ships  of  the  line, 
'i'hc  count  aiu:lu)rccl  oj'f  Nevis  on  the  I'Mh,  lUc  day  on  which 
that  island  tollowcd  the  fate  of  St.  Kitts  and  surrendered.  Sic 
Samuel  left  Biisselorrc-road  the  same  night,  unperceived  us  he 
imagincii,  for  not  one  ol"  the  i»'reneh  ships  was  to  ho  seen  in  th© 
morning;  tliough  w|-.en  iiis  fleet  slipj)ed  their  ciibleiJ,  tlic  orher 
Jav  witliin  live  niiies,  and  with  their  lights  full  in  view.  '1  he 
surrender  of  Montsenat  on  the  2?A,  necessarily  succeeded  iha 
Joss  of  the  two  b<'fore  meniioned;  so  that  of  all  the  former  nu- 
merous Briiish  possessions  in  the  West-Indies,  there  remain  on- 
ly Jauiaica,  l]a»hadoes  and  An*ufi;uj.  Notwithstanding  the  re- 
duction of  Hrinistone-hill  raight  cost  the  Frtnclr  1000  S(ddier.s, 
and  count  dcGrasse  might  lose  full  lOOG  sailors  by  engagingthe 
l^.ritish  licet,  their  remaining  strengtli  was  so  great,  that  the  de- 
sign against  Januica  must  have  been  revived,  especially  as  the 
»Spaniaids  hail  a  powerful  fleet  and  a  great  body  of  iand  forces  iii 
tiie  islands  of  llispunioia  and  Cuba,  ready  to  join  de  Grasse  in 
an  attack  upon  it. 

After  mentioning,  en  passant,  that  the  marquis  dc  la  Fayett-^ 
and  viscount  deNoaillc  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  20th  of  January, 
from  America,  and  that  commodore  Johnstone  returned  to 
Portsmouth  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
on  the  28th  of  February,  I  shall  relate  what  has  passed  in  the 
United  Provinces  of  Holland,  and  in  the  dominions  of  the  em- 
peror of  Germany. 

You  will  recollect  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  John  Adams's 
presenting  a  memorial  to  the  States  General  in  April,  J  78 1 .  The 
French  minister  would  have  hindered  his  presenting  it,  hut  could 
not  prevail.  Mr.  Adams  was  determined  ;it  a!i  hazards,  to  fol- 
low his  own  judgment;  which  he  did  in  the  most  iadependeni 
manner,  in  opposition  to  resistance,  remonstrance  and  other  en- 
deavors  to  produce  a  diiferent  conduct.  You  must  understand^ 
that  the  gentlemen  attlic  Hague,  who  are  called  their  higii  migh- 
tinesses, arc  not  the  sovereign.  I'hey  are  only  deputies  of  the 
States  General,  who  compose  the  sovereignty.  These  joint  de» 
puties  form  a  diplomatic  body,  not  a  legislative  nor  executive 
one.  I'hc  States  General  arc  the  regencies  of  cities  and  bodie> 
ot  nobles.  'J Tie  regencies  of  cities,  are  the  burgomaster,  sche- 
pens  or  judges  and  counsellors,  composing  in  the  whole  a  number 
of  four  or  five  hundred  men,  scattered  all  over  the  republic.  Mr. 
J.  Adams  had  noway  to  come  at  them  but  by  the  press.  He 
therefore  employed  it,  and  by  his  pubJicatioas,  succeeded. 

'I'he  quarter  of  Oostergo,  in  the  province  of  Friesland,  was  the 
first  public   bodv  that  proposed  a  Cv>nnc:t:wa  with  the  United 
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States  of  America,  in  December  last.     On  the  9th  of  Januar/, 
Mr.  Adams  waited  on  the  president  Van  T}cx\  Sandheuvel,  and 
demanded  a  categorical  answer,  that  he  might  be  able  to  trans- 
mit  it  to  his  sovereign.     On   the  26th  of  February,  Friesland 
preceded  the  other  confederates,  by  a  resolution  for  opening  ne- 
gociations  with  America,  and  admitting  JVIr.  J.  iVdams  forthwith 
as  the  minister  of  congress.     The  new  ministers  of  the  court  of 
London  attempted  to  bring  forward  a  negociation  for  a  separate 
peace  with  the  state  of  Holland.     Propositions  for  a  particular 
peace,  with  an  offer  of  an  immediate  suspension  of  hostilities 
on  the  part  of  Great-Britain,  were  made  to  that  state  by  the  me- 
diation   oi  the  Russian  ambassador.     The   merchants  had  the 
greatest  aversion  to  such  offers,  as  artful  and  dangerous.     Hol- 
land and  West-Friesland  agreed  to  admit  Mr.  Adams,  on  Thurs- 
day March  28th — Zealand  the  same  on  the  4th  of  April — Over- 
yssel  on  the  5th — Groningen  on  the  9th — Utrecht  on  the  10th — ■ 
and  Guilderland  on  the  2'7th  of  April.     On  Friday  the  19th,  it 
was  resolved   by  the  deputies  of  the  States  General,  that  Mr, 
Adams  bs  admitted  and  acknowledged.   The  next  day  he  waited 
on  Mr.  Bcreel,  who  presided  that  week,  and  presented  to  him 
a  letter  from  congress,  dated  Jan.  I,  1781,  containing  a  credence. 
On  Monday  the  22d  oi  April  it  was  resolved,  **  That  the  said 
Mr.  Adams' is  agreeable  to  their  high  mightinesses  ;  that  he  shall 
be  acknowledged  in  quaUty  of  minister  plenipotentiary ;  and 
that  there  shall  be  granted  to  him  an  audience,  assigning  com- 
missioners, when  he  shall  demand  it." 

*'  Do  not  you  think  that  the  Dutchmen  have  behaved  bravely 
at  last?  It  is  a  great  deal  for  them,  after  so  long  a  neglect  of  all 
enterprise,  and  such  a  settled  devotion  to  gain,  to  aspire  at  being 
the  second  power  in  Europe  to  acknowledge  American  inde- 
pendence, which  they  have  done  with  great  eclat.  They  never 
did  any  thing  v/ith  more  good  will.  They  think  it,  with  reason, 
one  of  the  brightest  periods  of  their  history.  It  was  the  naval 
battle  of  Dogger's  Bank,  that  raised  their  courage.  When 
they  found  that  the  fingers  of  their  marine  warriors  had  not  for- 
gotten to  fight,  they  began  to  think  that  they  might  venture  up- 
on a  pohtical  manoeuvre."* 

The  Dutch  are  chagrined  with  the  intelligence  from  Bassora, 
contained  in  the  London  Gazette  of  April  the  13th,  and  are  ap^ 
prehcnsive  that  their  settlements  of  Sadras,  Hulicat  and  Bimlipa- 
tarn,  with  some  other  places  to  the  northward  of  Madras,  and 
Chinsurain  Bengal,  together  with  Ncgapatam^  their  principal  set* 

*  A  letter  from  the  Haguci 
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tlemcnt  on  the  coast  of  Coromamlcl,  aie  actually  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  B^iitibli.  They  had  sonic  weeks  before  heaid  ot'lUc 
successful  expedition  which  had  been  canied  on  against  l^adang 
and  their  other  factories  on  the  west  coast  of  Sumatra.  But  they 
conclude  from  the  British  publications,  that  the  I^'rench  liad  re- 
covered Demarara  and  Issequibo  for  them  about  the  end  of  |anl^- 
ary.-'-  The  same  gazette  mentions,  that  Hyder  AUv  had  been 
so  repeatedly  and  totally  defeated,  as  to  be  obliged  to  retreat  to 
liisown  territories. 

W^hat  follows  will,  afford  you  peculiar  pleasure,  as  favorinc; 
the  rights  of  conscience,  and  militating  against  ecclesiastic  tyl- 
i-unny. 

Acircular  letter  was  sent  the  last  year  tlirongh  all  the  differ^ent 
districts  of  Bohemia,  with  the  following  notice — "That  his- Im- 
perial majesty  was  resolved  to  grant  to  all  the  protestants  in  his 
•hereditary  dominionSs  liberty  of  conscience  •,..  and  that  all  the  na- 
,tives  of  his  hereditary  dominions,  who  had  become,  voluntarv 
exiles  on  account  of  religion,  might  return  in  the  fullest  convic- 
tion, that  they  never  should  be  disturbed  in  future  on  the  scoria 
of  religion."  The  emperor  has  likewise  caused  an  edict  of  tlxi 
23th  of  last  November,  to  be  published  at  Brussels,  absolving 
the  religious  orders  in  the  Low  Countries  from  ciW  foreign  depend- 
ence  whatsoever.  On  the  i9Lh  of  January  the  following  notifica- 
tion appeared  in  the  Vienna  Gazette — "  Notice,  is  hereby  given 
to  all  those  who  have  hitherto  kept  out  of  their  country  on.  ac- 
count of  the  religion  they  profess,  that  his  majesty  pardons  them 
on  condition  that  they  return  in  the  course  of  the  year  I78i?, 
promising  that  they  shall  enjoy  the  same  benefits  as  those  who, 
on  account  of  religion,  had  quitted  the  place  of  their  birth,  and 
taken  up  their  abode  in-other  provincesbeloagingto  his  said  majes- 
ty." His  majesty  has  moreover  abolished  several  religious  or- 
ders. His  edict  for  the  abolition  of  various  convents  has  taken 
place  at  Prague,  Brunn,  Oaiult2;,  See.  and  tiae  nuns  and  friars 
are  freed  from  their  vows.  The  possessions  of  the  already  abo- 
lished monasteries  exceed  what  could  be  imagined.  It  is  said  to 
be  the  intention  of  his  majesty  to  appropriate  all  the  money  he 
may  obtain  by  the  abolitions,  to  charitable  uses. 

The  emperor  has  caused  a  rescript  to  be  circulated  throughout 
his  dominions,  containing  the  reasons  and  principles  which  have 
induced  him  to  disclaim  all  subordination  to  the  pope  in  secular 
affairs.  They  arc  in  short  these — "  That  it  is  the  highest  absur- 
dity to  pretend  that  the  successors  of  the  apostles  had  a  divine 

*  Tbey  fwrcnderei  to  the  French  by  capitulation,  Feb.  jt,  i-S?. 
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light  to  more  authority  than  they  themselves  ever  exerted  ,-  ncsr 
is  any  man  ignorant,  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  only  charged 
them  with  functions  entirely  sppiritual — 1st,  With  the  preachmg 
of  the  gospel.  2dly,  with  the  care  of  the  propagation  of  it. 
i^dly,  With  the  administration  of  the  sacraments  (that  is,  of 
those  which  are  spiritual.)  4thly.  With  the  care  of  the  church."' 
They  are  the  same  principles  as  were  published  by  father  Paul 
in  his  Rights  of  Sovereigns  and  Subjects;  or  to  ascend  to  a 
much  higher  authority,  in  the  books  of  the  New  I'estament,  hy 
the  Supreme  Head  of  the  christian  church,  who  declared,  onij 
kingdovi  is  not  of  this  world. 

The  measures  adopted  and  persisted  in  by  the  emp^eror,  occa- 
sioned great  cosiimotions  at  Rome.  The  pope  had  several  con- 
ferences on  the  subject  with  his  cardinals,  in  which,  notwitlv 
•^tanding  his  great  age,  he  determined  on  a  journey  to  Vienna. 
This  was  notified  to  his  most  dear  son  in  Jesus  Christ,  Joseph, 
allustrious  apostolic  king  of  Hungary,  also  of  Bohemia,  king  e- 
lect  of  the  Romans,  in  a  brief  addressed  to  him,  and  given  at 
I^ome  by  Pope  Pius  VI.  on  the  15th  of  Debember,  nsi,  and 
lof  his  pontihcate  the  7th  year.  Joseph  in  his  anwser,  told  his 
snost  holy  father,  that  he  should  receive  him  with  all  the  respect 
and  attention  due  to  his  exalted  station  ;  but  that  the  journey 
would  be  superfluous,  as  he  was  absolutely  determined  in  his 
judgm.cnt.  'i'he  journey  was  however  undertaken,  and  the  so- 
vereign Roman  pontiff  arrived  at  Vienna  March  the  22d,  where 
lie  remained  till  April  the  22d,  when  he  set  out  on  his  return  to 
'Kome,  fully  convinced  that  his  most  dear  son  had  sent  him  a 
irue  answer. 


LETTER        XIL 

Eoi'burij,  May  23,  178^. 

THE  acts  of  congress  demxand  our  first  attention- On  the 
23d  of  February,  they  resolved  to  authorise  the  command- 
er in  chief  to  agree  to  the  exchange  of  earl  Cornwaliis,  by  com- 
position, provided  that  the  honorable  Henry  Laurens,  esq.  shaU 
be  liberated,  and  proper  assurances  obtained  that  all  account* 
for  the  support  of  the  convention  prisoners,  and  all  other  pri- 
soners of  war  shall  be  speedily  settled  and  discharged. 

The  success  which  had  attended  the  operation  of  the  allied 
forces  in  Virginia,  and  other  favorable  appearances  conspiring^ 

the 
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.the  French  court  turned  their  attention  tov/ard  the  procuvlHg  fioni 
tongiess  the  appointment  of  those  American  commissioners  tor 
negociating  a  peace,  and  with  those  instiuetions  that  would  be 
perfectly  agreeable  to  them.     Sundry  communications  from  the 
minister  prenipotenliary  were  laid  before  that  august  body  of  de- 
legates from  the  United  States,  which  were  referred  to  the  secre- 
,tary  for  foreign  affairs,  who  on  the  8tli  of  lebruary  delivered  in  a 
.report,  part  of  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  remainder  rcfcircd 
to  a  commiLtee.  Mr.  John  Adams  was  so  far  from  being  approved 
of  by  Mons.  dc  Vergenncs,  as'the  sole  ncgociator  in  that  impor- 
tant business,  that  the  French  minister  labored  to  have  him  whol- 
ly excluded  ;  and  complained  heavily  of  his  stiffness  and  tenaci- 
ousness.  Letters  had  passed  between  tliem  upon  the  subject  of  the 
resolve  for  affixing  the  paper  money  at  forty  for  one,  which  Vcr- 
gennes  considered  as  an  act  of  bankruptcy.   Mr.  Adams  persisted 
in  defending  the  proceeding  with  so  much  resolution,  that  the 
French  minister  at  length  informed  him,  that  the  king  enjoined 
silence  for  the  future  on  the  subject.     The  measures  which  had 
been  pursued  in  Holland  by  Mr.  Adams,  were  also  displeasing, 
as  they  traversed  the  policy  of  the  French  court.     Letters  were 
at  length  sent  to  the  French  plenipotentiary  at  Philadelphia,  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  of  his  court,  that  they  should  not  be  able  to 
do  business  in  concert  with  Mr.  Adaml  When  the  same  had  beea 
communicated  to  congress,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Chevalier  dc  Luzerne  on  the  affair.     A  leading  persoa 
in  the  committee  was  unwilling  that  the  American  minister  should 
i)e  sacrificed  to  the  displeasure  of  the  French  court,  when  the  of- 
fence was  occasioned  by  his  zeal  to  serve  his  country.     It  was 
therefore  proposed,  that  he  should  be  instructed  to  do  no  one  thing 
without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  French  court :  but 
that  he  should  attend  to  his  former  instructions,  and  endeavor  all 
in  his  power  to  obtain  the  tishcry,  &c.  but  not  to  make  them  a 
snie  (juu  non.     I'his  did  not  satisfy  ;  for  it  was  observed,  that  not- 
withstanding such  instructions,  Mr.  Adams  might  obstruct  the  nc~ 
gociations  by  not  joining  in  them.     The  said  person  judging  it 
would  be  safest  to  put  confidence  in  the  French,  moved  that  Mr- 
Adams  should  be  ultimately  directed  and  guided  by  the  sentnnents 
cf  the  French  court,  which  being  agreed  to  and  comaiunicated, 
satisfied  the  Chevalier.     Afterward  it  was  thought  adviseablc  by 
some  of  the  soutliern  delegates,  that  others  should  be  joined  with 
Mr.  Adams  ;  arid  accordingly  congress  agreed  that  the  honora- 
ble John  Adams,   Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay  and  Henry  Lau- 
rens, should  be  their  commissioners  tor  negociating  a  peace. — 
Their  commissions  were  accompanied  with  the  tuUcwing  instruc- 
tions-— 
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tions — "  You  are  to  concur  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  with 
his  nnost  Christian  majesty,  in  accepting  the  mediation  proposed 
by  the  empress  of  Russia  and  the  emperor  of  Germany. — You 
are  to  accede  to  no  treaty  o^  peace,  1.  which  shall  not  effectually 
secure  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  Thirteen  States, 
iiccordingto  the  form  and  effect  of  the  treaties  subsisting  between 
the  said  states  and  his  most  Christian  majesty ;  and  2.  in  which 
the  said  treaties  shall  not  be  left  in  their  full  force  and  validity.-^ 
As  to  boundaries  and  other  particulars  we  refer  you  to  the  in- 
structions given  Mr.  Adams,  dated  the  14th  of  August  1779,  and 
18th  of  October  1780.  We  think  it  unsafe  at  this  distance  to  tie 
Tou  up  by  absolute  and  peremptory  directions,  on  any  other  sub- 
ject than  the  two  essential  articles  above  mentioned.  You  are  at 
liberty  to  secure  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  in  such  manner 
as  circumstances  may  direct ;  and  as  the  state  of  the  belligerent, 
and  disposition  of  the  mediating  powers  may  require. — You  are 
to  make  the  most  candid  and  confidentialcommunicationsupon  all 
subjects  to  the  minister  of  the  king  of  France  :  to  undertake  no- 
thing in  the  ncgociation  for  peace  or  truce  without  their  know- 
ledge and  concurrence,  and  ultimately  to  govern  yourselves  by 
their  advice  and  opinion,  endeavoring  in  your  whole  conduct  to 
make  them  sensible,  how  much  we  rely  on  his  majesty's  influence 
for  effectual  support,  in  every  thing  necessary  to  the  present  secu- 
rity or  future  prosperity  of  the  United  States. — If  a  difficulty 
should  occur  in  the  course  of  the  negociation  for  peace,  from  the 
backwardness  6f  the  British  to  make  a  form^al  acknowledgment 
of  our  independence,  you  are  at  liberty  to  agree  to  a  truce,  or 
to  make  such  other  concessions  as  m.ay  not  affect  the  substance 
of  what  we  contend  for,  and  provided  that  Britain  be  not  left  in 
possession  of  any  part  of  the  Thirteen  United  States." 

The  committee  to  whom  w^as  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
minister  of  France,  were  directed  by  congress  to  communicate 
confidentially  to  the  said  minister,  the  substance  of  the  foregoing 
instructions.  The  commissions  and  instructions  were  sent  to 
France  soon  enough  to  admit  of  their  being  received  early  in  May. 

On  Sunday  the  24th  of  March,  capt.  Joshua  Huddy,  who  com- 
manded the  troops  at  the  block-house  on  Tom's  river  in  Mon- 
mouth county,  New-Jersey,  was  attacked  by  a  number  of  refugees 
from  New- York ;  and  taken  after  defending  himself  gallantly  till 
all  his  amm.unition  was  expended.  He  was  kept  \n  close  cus- 
tody ;  and  on  Monday  the  8th  of  April  was  told,  "That  he  was 
ordered  to  be  hanged."  Four  days  after  (I2th)  he  was  sent  out 
with  a  party  of  refugees,  and  hanged  about  ten  o'clock  on  the 
heights  of  Middlctown.     The  following  label  was  affixed  to  his 
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breast — *'  Wc  the  refugees,  having  with  gilcf,  long  beheld  llie 
cruel  murders  of  our  brethren,  and  ilnding  nothing  i)ut  such  mea- 
sures daily  carrying  into  execution — we  tlievetoro  determine  not 
to  suffer  vvitiiout  taking  vengeance  tor  the  nuincious  cruelties  ; 
and  thiis  begin,  (and  I  say  may  those  lose  ihelr  liberty,  who  do  not 
follow  on)  and  have  made  use  of  captain  Huddy  as  the  lirst  object 
to  present  to  your  view  ;  and  further  determine  to  hang  man  for 
man  while  there  is  a  refugee  existing.  Up  goes  HUDDY  for 
PHILIP  WHU'E."  Philip  White  was  taken  by  a  party  of  the 
fersey  people  on  the  30th  of  March,  and  was  killed  in  atteiDpc- 
ing  to  make  his  escape  afterward. 

When  this  affair  was  made  know^n  to  gen.  Washington,  lie 
proposed  a  number  of  questions,  on  the  case  of  captain  Huddy, 
to  the  general  officers  and  others,  v/iu)  were  for  retaliation. 
Llowcver,  instead  of  immediately  executing  an  officer  of  equal 
rank  with  Huddy  upon  receiving  proofs  of  his  muder,  W^ashing- 
ton  wrote  to  Clinton,  that  unless  the  perpetrators  of  that  ^Itcd 
wero-dclivered  up,  he  should  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity 
of  retaliating.  On  the  20th,  he  sent  a  letter  to  congress,  with 
the  copy  of  a  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Monmouth,  and  sundry  affidavits  respecting  the  death  of  the 
captain  :  which  produced  the  following  resolution  on  the  29th — 
*'  'i'hat  congress  having  deliberately  considered  the  said  letter  and 
the  papers  attending  it^  and  being  deeply  impressed  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  convincing  the  enemies  of  these  United  States,  by  the 
most  decided  conduct,  that  the  repetition  of  their  unprecedented 
and  inhuman  cruelties,  so  contrary  to  the  laws  vf  nations  and  of 
war,  will  be  no  longer  suffered  with  impunity,  do  unanimously 
approve  of  the  firm  and  judicious  conduct  of  the  commander  iu 
chief  in  his  application  to  the  British  general  at  New-York,  and 
do  hereby  assure  him  of  their  firmest  support  in  his  fixed  purpose 
of  exemplary  retaliation.  W^hat  alteration  may  be  produced  by- 
the  change  of  British  generals,  reinains  to  be  discoveied.  Sir 
Guy  Carieton  arrived  at  New-York  on  the  5th  of  May,  and  is 
now  commander  in  chief  of  the  king's  troops  in  America.  From 
his  tried  and  known  humanity,  it  may  be  concluded  with  certain- 
ty, that  no  acts  of  barbarity  will  be  supported  by  his  countenance, 

Negociations  were  carried  on  the  last  year  between  some  lead- 
ing persons  belonging  to  Vermont  and  the  British  in  Canada  and 
New-York;  which  produced  jealousies  in  the  minds  of  several, 
who  thought  that  the  rulers  meant  to  unite  that  country  to  Great- 
Britain,  contrary  to  the  wish  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
inhabitantis  in  general.  Mr.  Thomas  Chittenden,  the  governoi%. 
was  addressed  i:>a  letter  of  January  the  1st,  upon  the  subject,  by 
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a  gentleman  of  the  first  consequence  ;  to  whom  he  gave  the  most 
positive  assurances,  that  such  ncgtjciations  were  so  far  innocent, 
that  there  never  was  any  serious  intention  of  joining  Great-Bri- 
tain in  their  attempts  to  subjugate  the  United  States.  But  the 
intercourse  had  undoubtedly  a  bad  tendency ;  and  gave  the  Bri- 
tish some  ground  to  hope,  that  they  should  annex  the  people  of 
Vermont  to  their  interests. 

General  Washington  wrote  to  gov.  Hancock  on  the  31st  of 
January.  The  letter  was  upon  public  business,  and  uvged  the 
speedy,  pointed,  and  effectual  compliance  of  the  state,  with  the 
requisitions  of  congress  for  completing  their  battalions;  that  so 
all  the  fruits  of  the  successes  of  the  preceding  campaign  might 
not  be  thrown  away,  by  an  inglorious  winter  of  languor  and  in- 
activity. It  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  having  a  powerful  arm)^ 
early  in  the  field.  *' Soon"  says  the  general,  "  might  we  hope 
to  cHJoy  ail  the  blessings  of  peace,  if  we  could  see  again  the  sam6 
animation  in  the  cause  of  our  country  inspiring  every  breast,  the 
same  passion  for  freedom  and  military  glory  impclliijg  our  youths 
to  the  field,  and  the  same  disinterested  patriotism  pervading  every 
rank  of  men,  as  was  conspicuous  at  the  comm.encement  of  this 
glorious  revolution."  He  pressed  the  furnishing  of  the  recruits 
in  season,  and  the  establishing  of  checks  to  prevent  impositions  a§ 
to  the  quality  of  the  men,  that  none  might  be  accepted  but  able 
bodied  and  effective,  and  that  it  might  not  be  attempted  to  im- 
pose upon  them  decrepit  or  improper  men  or  boys  as  soldiers. 
Near  the  end  of  April  he  observed,  that  the  efficient  operating 
force  of  the  northern  army  could  be  no  more  than  7,553  rank 
and  file  ;  and  that  he  should  be  uncandid,  was  he  hot  to  acknow^ 
ledge,  that  he  did  not  expect  it  would  be  increased  by  recruits 
in  the  course  of  the  campaign  to  more  than  10,000  fit  fordut^ 
in  the  field.  He  estimated  the  royal  force  in  New- York,  ir»ciud- 
ing  their  established  corps  of  provincials  at  9,000,  and  their  mi- 
litia refugees  and  independent  companies  at  4000,  in  all  13,000  i 
beside  about  3,300  at  Charleston,  and  about  700  at  Savannah. 

The  bank  of  North-America  opened  at  Philadelphia  on  thft 
7th  of  January.  Through  the  establishment  of  it,  Mr.  Morris, 
the  financier,  was  enabled  to  support  credit,  and  to  keep  things 
in  motion  till  the  23d  of  April  Without  that  he  must  have 
stopped  i  for  the  public  money  was  exhausted,  and  he  had  not 
at  that  hour  received  one  farthing  from  any  state  in  the  uniort. 
There  was  too  much  cause  for  complaining  of  a  disgraceful  languor 
in  most  of  the  governments  ;  and  which  has  its  origin  in  selfish. 
views,  partv  spirit,  or  worse  motives.  The  states  were  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  in  debt  on  this  year's  taxcis.  which  had  been  raised 
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b\r  anticipation  (^.11  tlut  system  of  credit  vvliidi  Mr.  Mollis  had 
crcalcd.  Oil  the  I  llli  of  May  he  thus  cxj)ict-.t;<.'d  liimst'lf  \x\  a 
k:tter  to  governor  Kaiicork — *'0<il.lic  1st  ot  January  173^2,  witli 
a  hciiyy  ancaragc  for  1731,  unpaid  on  the  hicc  of  the  requisitions 
of  con^icsi'.,  I  had  to  jMovidi;  ior  a  thice  inond.s  expcnchturc^ 
when  no  man  would  trust  tlie  j)uhhe  iora  singl'.^  doJIat  ;  your  le- 
gislature knew  the  state  of  pubiie  <iedit  as  wtll  as  i  did.  Instead 
of  providing  money  foi"  the  1st  of  April,  they  hiivc  nude  n(j  ef- 
fort for  that  parpcse  which  can  take  effect  before  the  1st  of  June. 
Now  then  let  us  suppose  cv.ery  stale  in  the  union  to  be  as 
negligent,  and  many  of  them  arc  mnch  mv>re  so,  what  cangen- 
tJcmcji  promise  thcnisclves.  I  apprehend  the  jnost  terrible  con- 
sequences. 1  beg  vou  to  press  an  iuimediate  payment  of  mo- 
ney, necessity  of  which  it  is  not  easy  to  concei\e  nor  prudent  to 
declare."  I'he  Frencii  king  aiotted  in  December  last,  six  niil- 
honsof  iivrcs  to  the  assistance  of  the  United  St^ites,  and  the  fi- 
nancier -was  allowed  to  draw  for  50l?,000  touriiois  monthly.  This 
ivas-but  half  he  asked  for;  and  he  hopes  that  the  other  six  mil- 
lions may  be  granted,  as  that  arrangement  Jiad  been  made  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  tlie  mar-quis  de  la  Fayette,  '^i^hc  most  peremp- 
tory declarations,  however,  attended  that  grant,  that  it  was  a}[ 
X^Q.  United  Staccs  were  to  have.  Previous  to  the  receipt  of  the 
nev/s  of  the  grant,  the  financier  had  been  obliged  to  hazard 
drafts  for  500,000  Iivrcs,  and  to  order  \)i.  Fiankiin  tore-sel!the 
goods  bought  in  Holland,  if  he  had  no  other  means  of  paying 
the  bills.  He  requested  the  minister  ol  France  and  the  secreta- 
ly  of  foreign  affairs,  and  the  secretary  al  war,  to  keep  the  grant 
from  congress  and  allotlier  persons  as  much  as*>>ossibIe,  through 
fear  that  if  it  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  several  legislature^, 
llicy  who  had  not  passed  their  tax-bills,  would  no  longer  thiii-. 
it  necessary  to  pass  them,  and  instead  of  exerting  themselve.^, 
would,  hang  their  hopes  on  foreign  aid. 

The  affairs  of  SoiUh-Carolina  and  Georgia  sliall  now  be  related. 
Gen.  Greene's  army  took  its  position  on  col.  Sanders's  plan- 
tation at  Round  O,  on  .the  7th  of  last  December.  On  the  14th, 
Ihe  general  wrote  to  tiie  Ariicrican  boaid  of  war — "  We  cannot 
advance  upon  tlie  enemy  for  want  of  ammunition,  though  wehave 
heen  in  readiness  more  than  ten  davs.  1  have  not  a  quire  of  pa- 
per in  the  world,  nor.are  there  two  in  the  army.  We  broil  m jst 
.of  our  meat  tor  want  ot  camp  kettles/'  On  the  4th  of  January 
he  congratulated  tlie  army  on  the  arrival  of  major-general  St. 
Clair  and  the  reinforcement  under  his  command.  \\'ithin  a  week 
after,  the  army  moved  down  to  Jacksoni)orough  (about  53  milc^ 
from  Charleston)  sa  to  Sioao,  a'-i^Hhen  on  ih.c  l^tht'j  col.  Ske:- 
Yi)L.  lil.  N- 11  ving'j, 
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ving's,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Edisto,  about  5  miles  from  Jackson- 
horoiigh.  Greene  left  it  when  the  movement  commenced,  and 
crossing  the  Edif4:o,  proceeded  to  join  the  hght  troops  under  cols- 
Lee  and  Laurens.  He  informed  the  secretary  at  war,  from  his 
Ijead-quarters  near  Charleston  on  the  23d — "  I  would  order  the 
returns  you  require,  but  \vc  really  have  not  paper  to  make  them 
on,  not  having  had  for  months  past  even  paper  to  make  provision 
returns,  or  to  record  the  necessary,  returns  of  the  army."  The 
next  day  ['24th]  he  wrote — "  Since  we  have  been  in  the  lower 
country,  through  the  difficuity  of  transportation,  we  were  four 
weeks  without  ammunition,  while  there  was  a  plenty  of  this  ar- 
ticle at  Charlotte.  V/e  lay  within  a  fev/  miles  of  the  enemy, 
with  not  six  rounds,  a  man.  Had  tliey  got  knowledge  and  avail-- 
ed  themselves  of  our  situation,  they  might  have  ruined  us..  1"he 
s.tates  here  are  become  so  tardy  as  to  regard  representations  little 
more  thaa  idle  dreams,  or  an  eastern  talc.  Wc  may  write  till  we 
are  blind  ;  and  the  local  policy  of  the  states,  in  perfect  security, 
will  counteract  our  wishes."  The  follov/ing  extracts  fron:  hi^ 
JxJtters,  will  be  the  most  acceptable  medium  of  conveying  his  sen- 
timents— "Jan.  2Sth..  I  was  well  informed  youhad  let  in  some 
prejudices  to  mv  disadvantage,  such  as  my  being. more  influenced 
by  men  than  measures,  and  that  in  the  field  1  had  neither  acti- 
vity nor  enterprise.  However  mortifying  these  things  were,.m3r 
pride  would  not  permit  me  to  undeceive  you  ;  and  such  was  m^^ 
situation  at  that  time,  that  it  would  have  been  difficult,  if  not  im- 
practicable, had  I  attcm.pted  it.  My  military  conduct  must  speak 
for  itself.  1  have  only  to  observe,  that  I  have  not  been  at  liberty 
to  follow  my  ovv^^i  genius  till  lately  -,  and  here  I  have  had  more 
embarrassm.ents  than  is  proper  to  disclose  to  the  world.  Let_  it 
s-uffice  to  say,  that  this  part  of  the  United  States  has  had  a  narrow 
escape.  I  was  seven  mo^nt/is  in  the  field, .without  taking  my  clothes 
of^ one  night.''*  [He  only  took  them  off  to  change  his  linen,,). 
*'  Feb.  6th.  You  can  have  little  idea  of  the  confusion  and  dis- 
order which  prevail  among  the  southern  states*  The  sceneschange 
so  fast,  and  the.  operation  of  law  is  so  feeble,  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  give  any  regular  tone  to  any  kind  of  business.  Stores 
are  subject  to  such  waste,  and  such  abuses  prevail  upon  the  line:- 
of  communication  as  well  as  posts,  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to 
keep  the  public  from  being  imposed  upon.  Our  difficulties  are. 
so  numerous  and  our  wants  so  pressing,  that  1  have  not  a  mo- 
ment's relief  from  the  most  painful  anxieties."  "  Feb.  8th. 
The  little  money  Mr.  Morris  has  received  from  Europe,  it  is 
well  known  was  granted  by  the  king  of  France,  for  the  special 
p.urpose  of  paying  the  army."     ^-Feb.  IStlu    Lieut,  col.  Les 
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5-c:tircs  for  a  time  for  the  recovery  of  his  licalth.  I  am  irn.i'^  .u- 
4icbtcd  to  this  oiticcr  than  any  other,  for  the  advantages  g,ained  o- 
vcr  the  enen^y  in  the  opcratiiMis  ot  last  canipily^n,  and  siioiild  be 
wanting  In  gratiLnde,  not  to  acknowledge  the  impoitanee  of  his 
services,  a  detail  of  which  is  his  best  panegyric." — "  March  i  Ith. 
A  great  part  of  our  troops  are  in  a  deplorable  situation  for  want 
of  clothing.  We  have  300  men  vviihout  arms;  and  more  thuji 
3000  are  so  naked;  that  they  can  only  be  put  on  duty  in  cases  of 
a  dcspetatc  nature.  \Vc  have  been  all  the  winter  in  want  of  arms 
and  clothing  ;  and  yet  botli  upon  the  rc^dy  though  neither  could 
reach  us,  from  the  v/ant  of  means  t'ov  transporting  our  stores  b-y 
Jand  through  an  extensive  and  exhausted  country." — April  \Mh, 
The  want  of  clothing,  pay,  and  better  subsistence,  and  being  al- 
together without  spirits,  has  given  a  murmuring  and  discontented 
tone  to  the  army,  and  the  spirit  of  mutiny  discovers  itself.  1  feel 
much  for  this  department.  No  part  of  Saxony,  during  the  last 
war,  I  believe,  ever  felt  the  ravaging  hand  of  war  with  greater  se- 
verity, than  it  has  been  felt  here.  Our  number  is  greatly  inferior 
at  present  to  the  enemy  ;  soon  and  most  of  the  North-Carolina 
brigade  leaves  us,"  [It  has  been  computed  that  fourteen  h\in- 
drcd  widows  were  made  by  the  ravaging  hand  of  war,  ui  the  sin- 
gle district  of  Ninetv-Six.] — "  April  12.  Discontent  is  daily  in- 
creashig,  and  t!:e  spirit  of  mutiny  very  prevalent.  It  seems  to 
have  originated  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  :  and  the  parties  have 
endeavored  to  spread  the  contagion  through  the  army  with  ap- 
pearances of  success.  1  have  been  able  to  prove  the  fact  but 
on  one  person  whom  I  orderedto  be  shot  this  day.  He  was  a 
Serjeant  and  had  much  influence  in  the  line,  I  wish  this  example 
may  deter  them  from  the  execution  of  a  scheme,  which  we  have 
been  dreading  every  night."  [The  scheme  alluded  to  was  that  ql 
betraying  the  army  into  the  power  of  the  enemy.] 

Tlie  South-Caroiina  representatives  having  been  elected  agrec- 
•  nbly  to  the  writs  issued  by  governor  Rutlcdge,  the  general  assen.?- 
bly  met  in  January,  at  Jaeksonborough,  a  small  village  on  the  E- 
disto.  The  governor,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  on  the  iSlh 
of  the  month,  delivered  a  speech  to  both  houses;  for  which  he 
received  the  thanks  of  each  in  tlteir  addresses.  'I'he  constitution 
of  the  state  established  a  rotation  which  made  it  necessary  to 
choose  a  new  governor.  I'he  suffrages  of  a  majority  were  in  fa- 
vor of  the  forme  rlieutcnant-govei  nor  Chrisopher  Gadsden,  esq. 
■who  declined  the  laborious  ofhce,  but  continued  to  serve  both  in 
the  assemblv  and  council.  He,  WMtli  many  oilier  gentlemen,  who 
iiad  been  delivered  as  exchanged  in  Virginia  and  Philadelphia, 
'■  'On  found  their  wav  back  to  South-Carolina  and  were  chosen 

members 
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members  of  the  legislature.  The  general  assembly  afterward  e- 
iected  the  honorable  John  Mattiiews  governor  j  fJled  up  vacan- 
cies in  the  different  departments  ;  and  re-established  civil  go- 
vernment iflali  its  branches.  Laws  were  then  passed  for  contis- 
cating  the  estates,  and  banishing  the  persons  of  the  active  decided 
friends  of  British  government,  and  for  amercing  the  estates  of 
others^  as  a  substitution  for  their  personal  services,  of  which  their 
country  had  been  deprived.  Mr.  Gadsden,  notwithstanding  the- 
long  confinement  he  had  suficred  in  the  castle  of  St.  Augustine, 
and  the  immense  loss  of  his  property,  opposed  the  first  law,  and 
ivith  equal  zeal  and  judgment  contended  that  sound  policy  requir- 
ed to  forget  and  forgive.  '^^Iwo  hundred  and  thirty-seven  per- 
sons or  estates  were  comprehended  under  that  law,  and  forty- 
eight  under  the  other.  I'hose  whose  submission  to  the  British 
appeared  to  be  necessary  and  unavoidable,  and  who  did  not  volun- 
tarily aid  or  abet  their  government,  were  generally  overlooked, 
'i'he  execution  of  these  laws  induced  gen.  Leslie,  who  command- 
ed the  royal  forces  in  Carolina,  to  send  a  part  of  them  to  seize 
the  negroes  and  other  eflects  belonging  to  the  whig-citizens,  with 
the  avowed  intention  of  applying  the  same  to  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
ferers by  the  said  laws.  After  a  successful  excursion,  he  wrote 
to  gen,  Greene  on  the  4th  of  April :  and  beside  urging  the  mo- 
tives of  humanity,  policy,  and  example,  for  the  suspension  of  such 
procedures,  proposed  a  meeting  of  commissioners  on  each  side 
lA^hereby  to  lessen  the  devastations  of  war  and  secure  inviolate  the 
property  of  individuals.  Greene  immediately  returned  for  an- 
swer, *'  that  he  hnd  the  honor  to  command  the  forces  of  the  U- 
aiited  States  in  the  southern  department ;  but  had  nothing  to  do 
Tvith  the  internal  police  of  any  state."  On  ihis  Leslie  addressed 
Jiimself  to  gov.  Matthev/s,  and  inclosed  the  letter  he  had  address- 
ed to  Greene.  The  governor  answered  on  tlie  12th,  after  de- 
laying awhile,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  investigating 
the  truth  as  to  certain  matters  advanced  in  Leslie's  letter  ;  and 
stold  him — **  You  entirely  mistake  my  character,  when  you  sup- 
pose me  to  be  intimidated  by  threats,  and  thereby  deterred  from 
executing  the  duties  of  the  ofFice  with  which  the'state  has  honor- 
ed me.     For  be  assured,  Sir,  the  lav.'S  of  this  state  trusted  to  me 

3nust  and  shall  be  carried  into  execution mi^iugre  the  conse- 

«]uenccs."  He  closed  with  saying — ''  Your  proposition  for  sus- 
pending the  operation  of  the  confiscation  act,  without  ofFerir.g  an 
equivalent,  is  inadmissible.  If  you  have  any  thing  serious  ^tifld 
solid  to  propose  on  this  head,  I  am  ready  to  appoint  commissioners 
on  my  part  to  meet  those  of  yours  to  conr'eron  the  business:" 
U'hus  ciidcd  that  aifaii-.     It  might  have  served  the  friends  t-o  the 

Biitiiu 


J.D.  1732.]  AMKRICAN  RKVOLUTIOX.  20^ 

British  government  far  more  efFfctually,  liad  c;cn.  Leslie  adop. 
tc(i  vigorous  nicasLnt'S  for  their  support  answcrahlc  lo  his  pio- 
clamation,  and  for  the  dispersion  of  the  legislative  body. 

When  the  reduction  of  lord  Cornwailis  vsras  completed,  the 
Pennsylvania  line  marched  to  South-Carolina.  'I 'his  increase  uf 
force  cn:ibled  gen.  Greene  to  detach  apartof  liis  army  to  Georgia. 
Gen.  Wayne,  who  commanded,  havini^  previously  ordered  the 
Amcrican'j  at  Augusta  to  join  him  at  Mbenezer,  crossed  the  Sa- 
vannah in  January  at  Two  Sisters  ferry,  with  about  100  dragoons 
under  col.  Anthony  Walton  White,  lie  was  soon  after  reinfor- 
ced by  300  continental  infantry  under  lieut.  qol.  Posey. 

'I'he  British  commander  in  Savannah,  on  hearing  of  this  irruption 
of  the  Americans,  sent  orders  to  the  different  posts  to  burn,  as 
far  as  they  could,  all  the  provisions  in  the  country,  and  then  to 
retirewithin  their  works.  The  margin  of  the  river  Savannah, 
and  the  islands  in  the  vicinity  of  it,  were  soon  covered  with  smoke, 
and  presented  to  the  astonishing  eye  a  grand  but  awful  spectacle. 
What  remained  of  the  last  year's  crop  was  so  generally  destroyed 
that  the  American  forces  have  been  since  obliged  to  depend 
chiefly  on  South-Carolina  for  their  support. 


L     E    T    T     E     R        XIII. 

Rotterdam,  Septemhh' \Z,  11^2. 
Friend  G. 

THE  date  of  my  last  letter  scarce  admitted  of  its  being  menti- 
oned, that  admiral  Keppel  was  created  a  viscount,  and  Mr. 
Dunning  baron  Ashburton,  and  afterward  made  chancellor  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancaster. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  Mr.  Fox  brought  a  message  from  his  ma- 
jesty to  inform  the  house, ''  That  being  concerned  to  lind  discon- 
tents and  jealousies  prevailing  among  hisloyal  subjects  m  Ireland, 
on  matters  of  great  importance,  he  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
house  the  taking  of  tlie  same  into  their  most  serious  consideration, 
in  orderto  sucli  a  iinal  adjustment  as  might  give  mutual  satisfac- 
tion to  both  kingdoms."  A  like  message  \vas  delivered  to  the 
house  of  lords. 

Administration  proceeding  in  this  weighty  business  in  concert 
with  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  a  message  conceived  in  the  sama 
terms  was  sent  by  the  Dukf^  of  Portland,  the  lord  ieutenant,  to 

the 
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the  commons  of  that  kingdom,  en  the  26th,  immediately  after  his 
a.rrival  to  take  upon  him  the  government.  The  address  to  the 
king  in  consequence  of  it,  was  moved  by  Mr.  Grattan,  the  great: 
and  eloquent  leader  of  the  popular  party.  This  address,  after  a  full 
and  explicit  assertion  of  the  independent  rights  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  proceeded  to  state  the  causes  of  those  jealousies  and  dis~ 
contents  which  had  arisen  in  that  country,  viz.  the  act  of  the  sixth 
of  George  I.  the  power  of  suppressing  or  altering  bills  in  the  pri- 
vy council ;  and  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill.  On  the  ground  of 
this  address,  Mr.  Fox  moved  in  the  British  house  of  commons  oa 
the  nth  of  May,  "  1.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  n  bill  for 
the  repeal  of  the  act,  6  George  1.  cap.  v. — 2.  Tliat  it  be  resolv- 
ed, thatit  is  necessary  to  the  mutual  happiness  of  the  two  countries* 
that  'diiivc.  and  solid  connection  should  be  forthwith  established 
by  the  consent  of  both.— 3.  That  an  address  be  presented  to  his 
majestv,  that  he  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  iov 
promoting  the  latter  resolution."  These  motions  passed  without 
any  opposition.  In  return  for  this  liberal  procedure  of  the  .Bri- 
tish government,  in  relinquishing  established  claims  without  any 
stipulation  whatever,  the  parliament  of  Ireland  voted  100,OOol. 
for  the  raising  of  20,000  Irish  seamen  to  serve  in  his  majesty's  na-^ 
vy.  The  sum  of  60,000l.  v/as  also  voted,  ''for  purcliasing  nil 
estate,  and  erecting  a  mansion  thereon,  to  be  settled  on  Henry 
Orattan,  esq.  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  as  a  testimony  of  their 
gratitude,  for  the  unequaUed  benehts  conferred  by  him  on  that 
kingdom."  On  the  11th  of  June,  Mr.  Fox  brought  in  a  bill  for 
the  repeal  of  the  aforementioned  act,  which  passed  without  a  wor/i 
of  opposition.  By  that  act,  *'  the  king's  majesty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  comnions  of 
Great-Britain  in  parliament  assembled,  hath  had,  and  of  right 
ought  to  have,  full  power  and  authority  to  make  laws  and  statutes 
of  sufficient  force  and  validity  to  bind  the  kingdom  and  people  of 
Ireland  ;  and  that  the  house  of  lords  of  Ireland  have  not,  nor  of 
right  ought  to  have,  any  jurisdiction  to  judge,  affirm,  orrev.ersc 
any  judgn^ent,  sentence,  or  decree,  given  or  made  in  any  eouiC 
within  the  said  kingdom  ;  and  that  all  proceedings  before  the  said 
Iiouse  of  lords  upon  any  such  sentence  or  decree  are,  and  are  here- 
by declared  to  be  utterly  null  and-void  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatsoever."  The  bill  received  the  royal  assent  by  commission 
on  the  fust  of  July.  It  must  be  noted,  that  before  the  bill  was 
brought  in,  the  J)uke  of  Portland  went  in  state  to  the  Irish  house 
of  peers  on  the  30th  of  May,  to  announce  the  concurrence  of  the 
king  and  parliament  of  Great-Britain  to  the  independent  rights 
cUimed  by  Ireland.     Oa  the  18Lh  of  June,  the  delegates  of  the 
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volunteer  corps  of  llic  fov«r  provinces,  at  their  general  meeting, 
held  ill  Dublin,  resolved  unanimously — '<   J  hat  tlic  addresses  oi^ 
the  Irish  parliament  having  disclaimed  any  power  or  authority, 
of  any  sort  vv'haisocver,  in  the  parliament  of  Circat-Britain,  over 
this  realm,  we  sliall  consider  a  repeal  of  the  Glh  of  George  I.  by 
llie  liritish  parliament,   made  in  pursuance  of  tlic  said  addresses, 
a  coyupleti'.   yciuinciaUon   of  all  the  claims  contained  in  the  said 
statLf^c  ;  and  as  such  we  will  accept  it,  and  deem  it  satisfactory." 
On  the    18th  of  July,  it  was  moved   in  the  house  of  lords— 
*'■  That  this  house,  having  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  answci- 
to  their  address  to  hi'-,  majesty,  of  the  27th  of  April  last,  cannot 
entertain  a  doubt  but  that  the  independence  of  the  legislature  of 
this  kingdom,  both  a.^  to  internal  and  external  objects,  will  be: 
inviolablv  n:aintained."     'I'his  motion  was  meant  as  an  explicit 
i-Ieclaration  of  tlie  total  independence  of  the  Irish  legislature  o\\ 
that  of  Great-Britain,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  and  passed  with - 
out  a  negative.     Thus  have  the  patriots  of  Ivcland,  by  their  judi- 
cious, steady  and  temperate  conduct,   made  the  w;ir  with  the  U- 
nited  States' of  America,  subservient  to  the  establisliing  of  their 
own  indep<^ndeney,  without  bloodshed  and  devastation.     Had 
rights  somewhat  similar  to  those  which  were  conceded  to  them, 
been  early  granted  to  the  Americans,  the  union  of  the  latter  with 
the  mother  country  had  been  continued,  and  the  enormous  ex- 
pences  of  war,,  and  all  its  concomitant  miseries,  been  avoided. 
When  the  duke  of  Portland  put  an  end  to  the  session,  on  the  27th 
of  July,  he  observed  to  both  houses  with  satisfaction,  that  the/ 
had  provided   for  the  impartial  and  unbiassed  administration  o^ 
lustice,  by  the  act  for  securing  the-  independence  of  the  judges  ; 
that  they  had  adopted  one  of  the  most  effectual  securities  of  Bri- 
tish fVecdom^  by  limiting  the  mutiny  act  in  point  of  duration  , 
:hat  they  had  secured  that  most  invaluable  of  all  human  bless-. 
•ngs,  the  personal  liberty  of  the  subject,  by  passing  the  habeas 
corpus  act;  and  that  they  had  cherished  and  enlarged  tlve  wis» 
principles  of  toleration,  apd  made  considerable  adivances  in  abo^ 
lishing  those  distinctions  which  had  too  long  impeded  the  pro-^ 
gress  of  industry,  and  divided  the  nation. 

While  measures  were  pursuing  for  establishing  harmony  be- 
tween Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  administration  applied^  them- 
selves to  the  perfecting  of  those  plans  of  oeconomy  and  reform,, 
for  the  execution  of  which  they  were  pledged  to  the  public.  The 
bills  for  disqualifying  revenue  officers  t^om  voting  in  the  electio:-& 
of  members  of  parhament,  and  for  rendering  contractors  inca- 
pable of  sitting  in  the  house  of  commons,  passed  the  lower 
house  after  a  feeble  opposition  ;  and  tliough  strenuously  coav 
bated  in  the  upper,  were  carried  by  very  large  majorities,  and 
received  the  royal  as^ecnt.  ^i^"^ 
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Mr.  Burke,  while  the  bills  were  pending,  brought  forward  a- 
fresii  the  great  plan  ot  reform  in  the  civil  list  cxpendituie,  whicii 
he  had  submitted  to  parliament  two  years  betorc.  'Il)is  object, 
in  which  were  combined  the  principles  of  future  ccconoiny  and 
the  abolition  of  great  influence  in  both  houses  of  parliament,  was 
introduced  by  a  message  from  the  king.  In  the  beginning  of 
May  Mr.  Burke  was  called  Xo  tlie  chair  of  the  committee,  and 
was  directed  to  move  the  house  for  leave  to  hx'\i\g  in  a  bill  to  en- 
able his  majesty  to  payoir  the  debt  on  the  civil  list,  to  prevent 
the  like  in  future,  and  to  carry  into  a  law  the  re  trench  men  ts 
which  his  majesty  had  graciously  proposed  to  mske  in  his  house- 
hold. A  number  of  offices,  usually  held  by  members  of  parlia- 
ment, were  abolished  ;  and  the  annual  saving  arising  from  the 
reform,  which  wouW  be  yearly  increasing,  amounted  to  .f  .72>36S 
He  apologized  for  the  bill's  not  being  more  extenbivc  ;  and  en- 
gaged to  obey  their  call,  whenever  it  appeared  to  be  the  general 
sense  of  the  house  and  of  the  people,  that  he  should  undertake 
and  go  through  with  a  more  complete  system  of  reform. 

llie  Gentlemen's  Magazine  for  May  6th,  gives  you,  in  the 
historical  chronicle,  under  Monday  6,  the  particulars  of  the  re- 
form ;  and  immediately  imder  it  the  toliowing  extraordinary  ar- 
ticle of  reform  in  the  house  of  commons — This  day  the  entry  on 
the  journals  of  the  house  of  commons  of  the  nth  of  February, 
1769,  importing  "  that  John  Wilkes,  esq.  was  judged  incapable 
of  sitting  in  that  house,"  was,  on  motion,  ordered  to  be  expung- 
ed, 115  to  47.  Thus  has  Mr.  Wilkes  triumphed  at  last  in  the 
case  of  the  Middlesex  election,  after  a  long  succession  of  annual 
defeats.  Mr.  Burke's  reforming  bill  was  followed  by  another 
for  the  regulation  of  his  own  olhcc.  The  princi})al  object  of  it 
was  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  balance  accumulating  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymaster-general,  which,  he  said,  had  sometiaies 
amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  a  million  of  pounds,  the  in- 
terest of  which  would  be  annually  saved  to  the  public.  He  also 
stated,  that  as  treasurer  of  Chelsea  hospital,  he  enjoyed  the  pro- 
fits arising  from  the  clothing  of  the  pensioners.  The  profits  of 
the  contract  had  usually  anuAintcd  ot\700  per  annum  ;  but  by  a 
bargain  he  had  made,  with  a  contractor  who  was  not  a  member 
of  parliament,  it  would  amount  to  £S0'0  more.  This  sum  of 
X1300  year,  he  meant  to  resign  his  chum  to,  and  to  appropri- 
ate it  to  some  public  service. 

The  subject  of  a  reform  in  the  constitution  of  piuliament,  was 
not  wholly  abandoned  ;  but  was  brought  again  before  the  house 
by  Mr.  William  Pitt,  who  moved — ''That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  tlie  slate  ot  representation  ia  parliament^ 

and 
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zxnd  to  report  to  the  liouse  their  scntin-fent*;  thereon."  A  lon^r 
debase  tn?ucf!,  and  was  ably  supportrcl  bv  gtMiilcmcn  on  edcli 
4;ide  the  qacslion  ,  but  ow  a  divisic^n  tli;;  nujiioii  was  rejected  by 
41  nisjority  ot  161  to  141. 

While  the  jjarliainGiit  was  thus  employe  d,  the  ir.inistry  were 
•rot  inattenlive  to  the  great  object  ol'thc  nations  desiie,  thcre- 
Sturaticvii  of  jieace  ;  whieh  was  so  fur  in  train,  that  on  the  Jst  o{ 
July  -a  eonir.iunication  was  opened  between  Dover  and  Calaij,, 
and  foiir  BHtitih  and  four  French  vessels  were  appointed  to  sail 
iiitcra:>tely  from  each  port.  But  the  day  was  rendered  niiich  more 
liic:jri«ral>le  by  tlie  clealh  of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,Wliose 
health  had  been  gradually  deciiningand  at  length  sunk,  under  the 
increasin-?;  weight  otpubhe  care';  and  business,  '!  !iise\elU  occa^  - 
«ioncd  various  changes  in  the  administration.'  'i^hc  earl  of  Shel- 
•burn-e  was  appointed  the  marquis*"s  successor  in  the  lieasurv. 
Jjord  [ohrt  Cavendish  and  Mr.  Fox  soon  after  ro^igncd  their  of- 
^ces,  add  were  followed  by  the  duke  of  Poilland  and  otlitrs. 
M\\  William  Fitt  was  made  chancclior  of  tiie  excheiiuci  .  IVii., 
1\  Townshend  and  lord  Grantliam  secretaries  of  state.  Lord, 
•^heibvu'ne  having  occasion  to  speak  on  the  subject  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  America  on  the  lOth,  said,  "that  liis  ^)pinions  were 
•stili  the  same  ;  butcircumstanes  had  changed,  and  he  now  saw  i-t 
^vas  become  a  necessary  evil,  to  which  his  country  mustsubn:it 
to  avoid  a  greater."  On  the  llth,  liis  majesty  went  to  the 
'iiouse  of  peers^  and  by  his  royal  speech  put  an  end  to  tlie  session. 
.  The  successes  of  the  British  in  the  East  and  West-Indies  and  in 
Europe,  wiiich  were  known  long  before  the  rising  of  parliament, 
were  favorable  circumstances,  and  tended  to  give  stability  to  ad- 
Sfiiinistration,  by  the  public  satisi^iction  they  produced.  We  shall 
oaow^Ktcr  upon  their  narrative, 

•     The  Dutch  garrisjjn  of  Negapatam  w\as  reinforced  by  .1  large 
idctachment  of  Hyder  Ally's  troops,  before  the  Knglish  compa- 
ny's appeared  upon  the  coast  of  Coromandeh     Major-gen.  Mon- 
ro landed  on  the  2-1  st  of  October,  and  then  took  the  command  of 
tliem.     He  was  followed  by  the  whole  corps  of  marines  from 
•adm.  -Hughes's  fleet.     -By  the  lOih  of  Noven^ber,  the  breaching;- 
battery  being  ready,  and  opening  at  day-light,   the  garrison  sooii 
demanded  a  paries'  and  capitulated.      j'he.y  consisted  of  S.OOi.) . 
•men;  l.OQ  were   Kuropqan    regulars  and  militia.     C)ii  the  2d  ot 
January  ihe  adn^iral  sailed  from  i^^'egaputam  loads,  and  on  the  4th 
ar/ivedat  i  uncomale-bay.  The  nextdnyall  the  troops  were  discnv- 
-barkedand  Uiided  before  dark.  The  seamen  and  marines  imniedi- 
ately.'fovjiied,  and  pushing  through  the  g*atevV:iV  si^u^e  themselves 
iiia,«.ters  of  the  fort,  whiic  the  governor  was  dpwij.ig  unacapitii- 
Vol.  UL    .       '  O  '■>  *  Ution. 
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latloiT.  7  he  only  remaining  force  was  a  fort  on  the  top  of  a  higl^ 
l]ill,  which  commanded  the  harbour  and  had  an  open  communis 
cation  with  the  ships.  Ihe  commander  refusing  to  surrender, 
a  storming  party  of  seamen  and  marines  assaulted  and  carried 
it  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  with  little  loss.  Upon  the  sur- 
render of  Negapatam,  liyder  Ally's  troops  evacuated  all  th^ 
forts  and  strong  posts  they  held  in  the  Tanjoie  country.  Thi| 
intelligence  however  was  somewhat  damped  by  ihe  news  receiy-; 
ed  from  Bombay  at  the  East-India  house  on  the  23th  of  August, 
being  an  account  of  an.  action  on  the  171h  of  February,  between 
Sir  Edward  Hughes  and  Mons,  de  SufFrein,  in  which  several  qI 
the  British  snips  suffered  considerably.  .  \ 

Wlien  tlie  season  for  naval  action  in  the  European  part  of  the 
v/orld  approached,  great  threats  were  held  out  of  the  mighty  ef'^ 
fects  to  be  produced  by  ac<5mbination  of  the  whole  nutrine  force 
cf  France,  Spain  and  Holland.  It  was  therefore  an  object  of 
the  first  importance  to  Great-Britain  to  prevent  such  combina> 
lion,  by  keeping  that  v/atch  upon  the  Dutch  fleet  which  would 
disable  them  from  penetrating  the  channel  in  their  way  to  Brest, 
the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous.  A  plan  of  operation,  prin* 
cipaliy  defensive,  wa»- concerted  by  the  new  admiralty,-  whic^ 
had  been  just  formed.- 

While  the  rest  of  the  fleet  was  preparinf^,  adm,-  Barringtoii 
sailed  from  Portsmouth  [April  13.]  for  the  bay,  with  12  sail  of 
the  line.  On  the  20th  a  fleet  was  discovered,  and  the  signal  for 
general  chase  instantly  thrown  out.  The  Foudroyant,  capt.  Jarvis, 
being  a  prime  sailer,  so  far  outstripped  the  rest,  that  when  nigh." 
came  on,  with  hazy  and  blov^ing  v/cather,  he  soon  lost  them  en- 
tirely ;  but  he  kept  a  full  view  of  the  enemy^  and  pursued  theitt 
with  unremitting  vigor.  The  chased  fleet  consisted  of  18  sail,  ladeei 
with  stores  and  conveying  a  considerable  number  of  troops,  for 
the  supply  and  reinforcement  of  the  French  fleet  and  forces  in  thp 
East-Indies.  They  had  sailed  from  Brest  only  the  day  before, 
and  were  under  the  protection  of  the  Protecteur  and  Pegase  of  7i 
guns  each,  L'Actionaire  of  64,  but  armed  tn  jiiUe^  and  a  frigate. 
Theconvoy  was  dispersed  by  signal,  and  the  two  French  74  gua 
ships  having  consulted,  it  was  agreed,  that  as  the  Protecteur  had  3 
large  quantity  of  money  on  board,  she  should  make  the  best  of 
her  way ;  and  that  if  flghting  was  inevitable,  the  Pcgase  should  a- 
bide  the  consequences.  A  little  before  one  in  the  morning  capu 
Jarvis  came  up  with  and  closely  engaged  her.  The  action  was 
flerce  while  it  lasted,  but  within  less  than  an  hour  the  Pegase  wa;S 
compelled  to  surrender.  Soon  after  day-light,  the  Queen  maa 
oi.war  came  in  sight  and  took  upon  her  the  care  of  tlic  disabl^* 
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captured  ship.  The  Queen  and  Voudroyant  soon  lost  sight  of 
each  olhcr  in  a  hiiiil  f;alc  vvhirh  eiisiiei!.  'the  next  day  a  lar-gc 
fiian  of  war  appeaitcl  in  sigiit  of  the  Queen,  'ihe  eaptain,  Mait- 
jand,  soon  pursued  ;  and  after  a  ( hasc  of  11-  hours  eanic  up  ui 
the  night  with  the  I'reneh  ship.  She  received  his  broadcidc,  re- 
turned hers,  and  then  struck  licr  colors.  She  proved  to  he  the 
Actionarc  ;  and  was  a  valuable  prize,  liaving  a  great  quantity  of 
naval  ordnance  stores  on  board,  beside  v/ine,  rum,  provisions, 
and  several  chests  of  money.  Ten  large  transports  and  a  schoo- 
ner, beside  the  men  of  war,  were  taken,  'i'hc  b^^d  weather 
obliged  Barrington  to  finish  his  successful  cruise  by  i-cturning  to 
Britain  toward  the  close  of  the  month. 

I'he  naval  force  of  France  and  Spuin  in  the  West-Indies, 
■soon  after  the  reduction  of  St.  Kitts,  amounted  to  GO  shijjs  of 
tlie  line;  and  their  land  forces  when  joined  would  hive  formed 
^  considerable  army*  Jamaica  had  no  niore  than  six  incomplete 
Imttalions  of  regular  troops,  and  the  militia  of  the  island  to  de- 
tend  it;  and  therefore  in  case  of  an  attack  must  have  been  soon 
subdued.  The  arrival  of  Sir  George  Rodney  [Feb.  19.]  with  1 2 
sail  ot  the  line  at  Barbadoes,  and  his  subsequent  junction  with 
Sir  Siimuel  Hood's  squadron,  together  with  the  arrival  of  tliree 
ships  of  the  line  from  Great-Britain  a  few  days  after,,  was  provf- 
^dentially  designed  for  the  preservation  of  Jamaica, 

The  first  object  with  Sir  George  Rodney  was  to  intercept  the 
convoy  that  sailed  from  Brest  in^February  ;  and  which  was  d'^ 
Aligned  to  supply  the  failure  of  that  which  v^as  attackeid  by  ada-;. 
Kempcnfelt.  Rodney  disposed  of  his  capital  ships  m  '•  ^'\nc  to 
the  windward  of  the  French  islands,  and  formed  a  liR2  o^  fri- 
'gates  still  further  to  windward.  But  the  French  convoy,  by  ma- 
king the  island  of  Desiada  to  the  northward,  getting  to  the  lee- 
ward of  the  British  fieet,  and  keeping  close  in  under  the  land  of 
<^auda!oupe  and  Dominique,  had  the  address  to  escape  the  dan- 
-ger,  and  to  arrive  [March  20.]  safe  in  Fort-Royal  bay,  where 
they  found  the  count  de  Grasse. 

-  Sir  George  Rodney,  on  iinding  himscif  disappointed,  returned 
to  St.  Lucie^;  there  to  retit ;  take  in  a  supply  of  water,  stores  and 
^jprovisions  ;  and  keep  a  strict  v/atch  with  his  frigates  on  the  move- 
inients  of  the  French  in  Fort-Royal  bay.  I'hc  objects  of  the  hos- 
tile commanders  were  not  less  opposite  than  their  interests.  It 
was  the  business  and  design  of  de  Grasse  to  avoid  fighting,  till  he 
had  formed  a  function  with  the  Spanish  fleet  under  Don  Solano  at 
Hispaniola.  On  the  other  side,  the  salvation  of  the  West-Indies, 
vj'wh  the  whole  fortune  and  hope  of  the  war,  depended  upon 
^odnej's  prtvcnting  the  junction,  or  bringing  on  a  close  and  dc% 
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cisive  engagement  with  de  Grasse  before  it  took  plaee,  Th<?  . 
British  fleet  at  St.  Lucie  amounted  to  36  ships  of  the  line  :  the 
force  under  de  Grasse  at  Mai  tinico  to  34,  beside  two  ships  of 
the  line  armed  en  JJutey  and  two  fifty- fours,  the  first  were  not 
in  either  engagement;  and  the  last  if  present  acted  only  as 
frigates.  The  French  fleet,  beside  a  full  complement  of  sea^ 
men,  had  5500  land  forces  on  board.  The  Yille  de  Paris,  ojf 
110  guns,  de  Grasse's  own  ship,  carried  not  less  than  1300  mea 
including  soldiers.— The  French  74's  carried  900  men  each* 
Their  metal  is  always  heavier  than  that  of  the  British,  in  equal 
rates  :  but  several  of  their  ships  were  in  very  indifferent  condiv 
tion.  Ihe  British  had  Ave  90  gun  ships,  vdiich  v/as  their  high- 
est rate  ;  and  the  French  had  eight  of  84  and  80  guns  each,  be- 
side the  Viile  de  Paris.— The  comparative  balance  of  the  force- 
on  both  sides  was  tolerably  even  ;  and  contending  fleets  do  nofe 
often  meet  upon  more  equal  terms.  The  van  of  the  British  was 
commanded  by  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  the  centre  by  Sir  George 
Kodney,  and  the  rear  by  adm,  Francis  Drake.  The  three  divi^ 
sions  of  the  French  fleet  were  under  count  de  Grasse,  Mons.  do 
Vandreuil,  and  Mons.  de  Bougi::inviile, 

The  French  fl.eet  began  [April  8.]  to  tarn  out  of  Fort-Royal 
jj arbor  by  break  of  day,  with  a  great  convoy  under  tbeiivprotec-» 
iion,  all  bound  to  the  leeward,  and  intending  to  fall  down  to 
the  French  or  Spanish  ports  in  Ilispaniola.  De  Grasse,  tliathe 
might  avoid  any  encounter  on  hi^  passage,  meant  to  keep  close 
in  under  the  islands,  till  he  had  eluded  the  pursuit  of  the  British. 
Bat  their  departure  from  the  Bay,  and  movements,  were  so  spee- 
dily commuiiicated  by  signals  from  the  frigates,  and  the  British 
f'Cct  was  in  such  excellent  preparation,  that  all  the  ships  were  cleat 
of  Gross  Iskt  Bay  by  noon,  and  pursued  with  the  utmost  expe- 
dition ;  so  that  the  French  saved  only  a  few  hours,  by  being 
masters  of  the  time  of  departure.  The  British  gained  sight  o> 
them  under  Dominique  at  night;  and  afterward  regulated  .the;  ■ 
pursuit  by  signals. 

Count  de  Grasse  formed  the  line  of  battle  to  windward  early  the 
TiCXt  m.orning ;  and  thereby  afforded  an  opportunity  to  his  con-* 
voyfor  proceeding  on  their  course,  while  he  remained  to  abide 
the  consequences.  While  the  count  had  wind  enough  for  these 
movements  by  being  further  advanced  toward  Gaudaloupe,  tlie 
British  fleet  lay  becalmed  under'the  high-lands  of  Dominique. 
The  breeze  at  length  reached  the  van  of  the  latter;  and  the.; 
ships  began  to  close  with  the  French  centre*  while  tlieir  o.wn^ 
centre  and  rear  were  stiil  becalmed.  If  de  Grasse  could  h4¥^f 
avoided  an  engagement,  it  must  be  thought  that  the  prospec^t^iaf 
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i'alling  witli  his  wliolc  weight  upon  ar.d  ciUircIy  Crusiiing  one-. 
third  of  iris  enemy's  force,  vv;is  too  tempting  to  be  resisted.  'The 
action  commenced  [9th.]  about  y  o'cioci<.  'i'he  aaack  wa»  led 
by  the  Uoyal  Oak,  and  seconded  by  the  Alfred  and  the  Mon- 
tague, The  whole  division  was  in  a  few  minutes  clo&ely  engaged, 
and  for  more  than  an  hour  was  exceedingly  pressed  by  the  tw-^ 
peiioiity  of  the  French,  The  Barlieuer,  Sir  S.  Hood's  own  ship, 
had  at  times  seven,  and  generally  three  sliips  firing  upon  her ; 
none  of  the  division  escaped  encountering  a  disproportionarc 
fr.rce.  I'he  th-m  and  elfectual  resistance  with  which  they  s'w;s- 
tained  all  the  efl:ovts  of  the  enemy's  superiovity,  was  to  thehigli- 
est  degree  glorious.  At  lengtli  the  leading  siiips  of  the  centre, 
were  enabled  to  come  up  to  their  assistance.  I'hesc  were  soojj 
followed  by  Sir  G.  Rodney,  in  the  Formidable,  with  his  seconds 
the  Namur  and  the  Duk-e,all  of  90  guns  ;  they  made  and  suppo't- 
ed  a  most  tremendous  fire.  The  gcdlantry  cf  a  French  captain 
of  a  74  gun  ship  in  the  rear,  w^ho  having  backed  his  main  top- 
sail, steadily  received  andbravely  returned  the  fire  of  these  3  great 
ships  in  succession,  w^ithout  in  the  least  changing  his  station, 
excited  the  applause  and  admiration  of  his  enemies.  The  com- 
ing up  of  these  several  ships  of  the  centre  division,  induced  the 
French  commander  to  change  the  nature  of  the  action,  that  so 
it  might  not  become  decisive.  He  kept  at  such  a  distance  durinrr 
the  remainder  of  the  engagement,  as  evidenced  an  intention  of 
disabling  the  British  ships  without  any  considerable  hazard  on  his 
own  side.  This  kind  of  iiring  produced  as  .much  effect  ^s  the 
distance  would- admit,  and  v/as  vfell  supported  by  both  parties  for 
an  hour  and  three-quarters  longer ;  during  all  which  time  the 
rest  of  tiie  British  fleet  was  held  back  by  the  calms  and  baffling 
winds  under  Dominique.  About  twelve  o'clock  the  remaining; 
ships  of  the  British  centre  came  up,  and  the  rear  was  closing  the 
line ;  on  which  de  Grasse  withdrew  his  fleet  from  the  action,  and 
evaded  ah  the  efforts  of  the  British  commanders  for  its  renewal. 
The  French  ships  received  much  move  damage  than  their  owii 
iire  produced.  Tvvo  of  them  were  obliged  to  quirthe  fieet  and 
put  into  Guadaloupe,  which  reduced  the  count's  line  to32ships„ 
On  tlie  Briiish  sice,  the  Royal  Oak  and  the  Montague  suffered 
extremely,  but  were  capable  oi'  being  repaired  at  sei,  so  as  not 
to  be  under  tiie  necessity  of  quitting  the  f^eet. 

The  British  f5eet  jav  too  at  night  to  repair  damngcs;  and  tlie 
following  day  was  principally  spent  in  refitting,  in  keeping  the 
wind,-  and  in  transposing  the  rear  and  the  van,  as  the  former  (not 
baviTig  been  engaged)  was  necessarily  fitter  for  the  active  i^i'vice 
cf  that  divFiion.     Both  Ikcts  lept  tur-ning  up  to  wisdward,  ia 
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the  chai^Kel  whiLh  separates  the  islands  of  Dominique  anti  O'uk^ 
<5aloupc. 

On  the  nth  the  French  had  weathered  Guadaloiipe,  and 
gained  such  a  distance  th^t  the  body  of  their  fleet  could  only  be 
tilcscried  from  the  mast  heads  of  the  British  centre;  and  all  hope 
of  SirG.  Rodney's  coming  up  witli  them,  seemed  to  be  at  an 
end.  In  this  critical  state  of  things,  one  of  the  French  ships, 
which  had  suffered  in  the  action,  was  perceived,  about  noon,  toi 
fall  off  considerably  from  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  to  leeward.  'I'hi^ 
sight  produced  signals  from  the  British  admiral  for  a  general 
chace  ;  which  was  so  vigorous  that  the  Agam.cmnon  and  ■some 
others  of  the  headmost  of  the  British  line,  were  coming  up  soe 
fast  with  this  ship,  that  she  would  assuredly  have  been  cut  off 
fcefore  evening,  had  not  her  signals  and  evident  danger  inducei 
de  Grasse  to  bear  down  with  his  Avhoie  fleet  to  her  assistance. 
This  movement  made  it  impossible  for  the  French  to  avoid  fight- 
ing. 'J'he  pursuing  British  ships  fell  back  into  their  station ;  a 
close  line  was  formed  ;  and  such  manoeuvres  practised  in  the 
night,  as  were  rtecessary  to  preserve  things  in  their  present  state, 
and  as  might  possibly  produce  casual  advantage.  The  Frencli 
also  prepared  for  battle  with  the  greatest  resolution. 

The  scene  of  action  lay  between  the  islands  of  Guadaloupc, 
Dominique,  the  Saints  and  Marigalante;  and  w^as' bounded  both 
to  windv/ard  and  leeward  by  dangerous  shores.  The  hostile 
fleets  met  upon  opposite  tacks.  The  battle  commenced  [April 
12.]  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  was  continued  with 
unremitting  fury  until  near  the  same  hour  in  the  evening.  Ad- 
miral Drake's  division  led,  and  with  much  gallantry  received  and 
returned  the  fire  of  the  whole  French  line;  whose  guns  werd 
pointed  so  little  to  the  hulls,  or  so  illy  served,  that  Drake's  lead- 
ing ship  the  Marlborough,  had  only  three  men  killed  and  sixteei^ 
wounded  by  receiving  the  first  fire  of  twenty-three  of  their  ships." 
The  British  as  they  came  up,  ranged  slowly  along  the  FrencI:^ 
line,  and  close  under  their  lee.  Being  so  near,  every  shot  took' 
effect;  and  the  French  ships  being  so  full  of  men,  the  carnage 
in  them  was  prodigious.  The  Formidable,  admiral  Rodney's 
ehip,  fired  near  80  broadsides,  and  it  may  be  thought  she  was  not 
singular.  The  French  stood  and  returned  tiiis  dreadful  lire  vsritll 
the  utmost  firmness.  Each  side  fought  as  if  the  honor  and  fatCL 
of  their  country  were  staked  on  the  issue  of  the  day. 

Between  twelve  and  one.  Sir  G.  Rodney,  in  the  FormidtrbJ^Jf 
with  his  seconds,  the  Namur  and  the  Duke,  and  immediately  sup-' 
ported  by  the  Canada,  bore  directly  and  with  full  sail  athwaitth^ 
l:^iizh  fine,  and  ^successfully  In'oke  through,  about  three  sM^V 
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sbort  of  the  ceatrc,  where  count  dc  G-iassc  Cir.mTiandod  in  th* 
Villedc  Paris.  }>ehv.\  lollowcd  and  supported  by  the  rcaiaindey 
^f.  hisdivi.-,i()n,  and  waring  round  close  upon  the  enemy,  he  ef« 
Cectually  scpaiated  their  hue.  '.rhiii  hoki  push  proved  decisive* 
The  French  however^,  continued  to  fight  with  the  utmost  bra- 
very, andtlie  batilc  iHSted  till  sun-set. 

'J'he  moment  that  Rodney  wore,  he  threw  out  a  signal  forth'j 
fantotaclc.  Drake  instantly  complied  ;  and  thus  tlie  British  iictt 
gained  the  wind  of  the  French,  and  coir.pleted  their  general  con- 
tusion. 'I'hcir  van  endeavored  to  re-cstabhsh  the  line,  but  with  n^ 
access  J  and  their  rear  was  so  entirely  routed,  that  no  hope  re- 
mained of  recovering  its  order..  Hood's  division  had  been  Jon^ 
kccaimed  and  kcptout  of  action,  but  liis  leading  ships  and  part  oF 
lils  centre,  as  far  at  least  as  tlic  Bartieur,,  which  he  commandei 
Ijimseif,  came  up  at  this  juncture  and  served  to  render  the  victo- 
ry more  decisive  on  the  one  side,  and  the  ruin  greater  on  ths 
^th.er,  while  each  afforded  instances  of  the  utmost  courage. 

Captain  Inglclicld,  in  the  Centaur,,  of  74  guns,  came  up  fronT 
the  rear,  to  the  attack  of  the  Ciesar,  of  T4-  also.  Both  ships  were 
fresh,  and  fought  bravely ;  but  when  the  French  captain  had 
evidently  by  fiir  the  worst  of  the  combat,  he  disdained  yielding. 
Three  other  ships  came  up  successively  ;  and  he  bore  to  be  torn 
alnfiost  to  pieces  by  their  iirc.  His  fortitude  was  iniiex.ible.  His 
ensign  staff  being  shot  away,  he  ordered  his  colours  to  be  nailed 
to  tlie  mast ;  and  his  death  only  could  end  the  contest.  When, 
the  Ccesai*  struck  the  mast  went  overboard,  and  there  was  not  a 
foot  of  canvas  without  a  shot  hole,.  The  captain  of  the  Glprieax 
did  not  yield  till  all  his  masts  were  shot  away,  and  the  ship  waa, 
unable  to  make  any  defence.  Captain  Cornwallis,  in  the  Canad^:^ 
of  74  guns,  vanquished  the  French  Hector  of  the  same  force  -,. 
but  instead  of  taking  possession  of  her,  left  her  to  be  picked  u]> 
by  a  frigate,  and  pushed  on  to  the  Yilie  de  Paris. 

Count  de  Grasse  was  nobly  supported,  even  after  the  line  v/a';. 
broken,  and  until  the  disorder  and  confusion,  became  irreparable 
toward  the  evening.  His  two  seconds,  the  I.anguedoc  and  Cou--. 
ronne,  were  particularly  distinguished;,  the  former  narrowly  e-v, 
eaped  being  taken  in  her  last  efforts  to  extricate  him.  The  Di-- 
adem,  a  B'rench  74,  went  dov/n  by  a  single  broadside,  in  a  g.eae- 
rous  exertion  to  save  him.  His  ship,  the  Villede  Paris,  after  be- 
ing already  much  battered,  was  closely  laid  athwart  by  the  Can.-i- 
da,  and  in  adesperate  action  of  near  two  hours,  was  reduced  a huost 
to  a  wreck.  De  Grasse  appeared  to  prefer  sinking,  rather  than 
strike  to  any  thing  under  a  flag  ;  he  might  however,.consider.the-: 
iaial  effects  which  the  striking  of  his  flag  would  produce  in  th^; 
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yest  of  the  iieet.  Other  ships  cnnne  up  in  the  heel  of  the  ac* 
tion,  with  the  Canada  j  but  he  stili  held  out.  At  length  Hood> 
in  the  Baificur,  appioac  hed  him  just  at  sun-set,  and  poured  in  a 
most  destructive  fire,  'i'he  count  however,  wishing  to  signaHze 
as  mach  as  possible,  the  loss  of  so  fine  and  favorite  a  ship,  en- 
dured the  repetition  of  it  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  longer, 
when  lie  struck  his  flag  to  the  Bariieur,  and  surrendered-  hhiiself 
to  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  it  is  said  that  at  the  time,  there  were  but 
three  men  left  alive  and  unhurt  on  the  upper  deck,  and  that  the 
count  vv^as  one  of  the  three. 

llic  Caesar  was  unfortunately  set  on  fire,  and  blew  ijp  In  the 
night  of  the  action.  A  lieutenant  and  50  British  seamen  peris'jed^ 
with  about  400  prisoners.  1  he  Ardent,  of  64  guns, -taken  froiii 
the  British  by  D'Orvilliers,  in  the  channel,  was  now  veiaken. 

The  advantage  of  close  fighting  with  British-  ships  and  seamen 
was  never  more  happily  exemplified.  The  number  of  the  t'rcnch 
t^lain  in  tliis  engagement  and  that  of ■  the  ninth,  is  computed  at 
3000;  ef  the  wounded  at  near  double,  'j/he  computation  is  the 
anore  probable  as  upward  of  400  were  killed  on  board  the  V^ile 
<le  Paris,  and  between  2  and  300  in  several  French  -^hips  singly. 
The  French  fleet  in  general,  was  little  less  than  ruined.  The 
small  superiority  of  British  ships  in  point  of  number,  contributed 
nothing  to  the  success  ef  the  day,-  as  mor-e  o^f  Hood's  division 
ihan  that  difference  amounted  to,  were  prevented  coming  into 
action,  through  the  want  of  wind.  The  whole  loss  of  the  British 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  two  actions,  is  stated  only  1050,  of 
which  253  were  killed  on  the  spot.  Capt.  Blair,  of  the  Anson, 
who  had  the  year  before  distinguished  himself  in  the  action  under 
admiral  Hyde  Parker,  was  slain.  The  loss  of  lord  Robert  Man- 
ners, son  of  the  late  marquis  of  Granby,  and  brother  to  the  duke 
cf  Rutland,  was  universally  lamented.  He  had  performed  many 
brilliant  actions  during  the  war,  in  the  Resolution,  of  14  guns, 
lie  was  grievously  wounded  ;  and  was  carried  ofF  by  a  locked  jaw 
a  few  days  after  the  action,  on  his  passage  to  Great-Britain. 

Thirty-six  chests  of  money,  destined  to  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  the  troops  in  the  designed  attack  on  Jamaica,  were  found  in 
the  Ville  de  Paris.  This  ship  had  been  a  present  from  the  city 
<jf  Paris  to  Lewis  XV,  in  that  fallen  state  of  the  French  marine, 
which  prevailed  toward  the  close  of  the  former  vfar.  No  pains 
or  expence  were  spared  to  render  the  gift  worthy  of  tl»at  city, 
and  of  the  monarch  to  whom  it  was  presented.  Her  building 
and  fitting  for  sea  is  said  to  have  cost  c^.  176,000  st-erling.  It  was 
singularly  providential,  that  the  whole  train  of  artillery,  with 
the  battering  cannon  and  travelling  carriages  meant  for  the  ex- 
pedition ug^iinst  Jamaica,  were  on  board  the  ships  now  taken. 

Sir 


Sir  George  Rodney  broi'orlvt  too  for  tlic  vC\\A\{ :  wImIc  tli^  Fiendi 
iships  which  escaped,  made  oiF  U>  ^ecward  witli  the  utmost  dis- 
■^{vteh,  antl  Were  out  ot\4^iit  in  the  morninfr.  ]r,omc  rt^n  down  to 
\lie  Di>tch  island  oFCinMCoa.  Butlhe  i^ieaiorparl  i»nd or  Messrs. 
4c  B(>«^;ainville  and  de  VaudreuiK  kept  loo;enier  hih\  made  the 
best  of  thei-r  way  to  Cape  francois.  Str  -Oeoipjc  attempted  to. 
-^iirliinvthem  tlie  Rcxt  rnorninjT ;  but  the  fleet  was  becalineol  under 
Ouadaletipe  forthrce  fl.iys  suceessively  aftertlie  battle,  which  ;^ave 
fl^e  -French  the  most  favorable  opporUinity  of  escapirrg..- — Alter 
Sir  George  wns  sutisfjed,  tliat  they  were  gone  to  leeward,  lie  dis- 
■pateheii  ^iir  Samuel  ]L)Oi\,  v/liose  division  had  suiFcred  little,  to 
th€  wc^'f  end  of  Mrspaniola,  in  hope  that  he  niif2;htpick  up  some 
of  thdr  disabled  ships.  I-le  himseit"  followed  with  the  rc*^i  of  the 
^eet,to  rejoin  Sir  Sainucl  off  Cape  'i-iberi>on. 

Sir  Sani'jcl  proceeded  wi'h  such  dispatch,  that  on  the  CuT  after 
his'dcparture,  [April .!«.]  he  descried  live  sdi  -of 'French  vtssels 
t^etween  Porto  Rico  an-d  Hispaniola.  A  gcfreralchase  inimedijte- 
[y  ensued,  and  continued  several  hours,  when  the  Valiant  and  the 
Magnificcr!t  &t  ':ii-  guns  each,  came  .up  wilri,  arid  after  a  -sJ«ort  en- 
gage iTJcnt  took  the  Jason  and  Catopi  /:')ffj4  guns  each,  with  two 
::<fifi;ates  :  a  third  escaped  by  a.su<iden  sb itt  of  wind. 

'J'hus  the  French  lost  eight  ships  of  the  line  :  six  wcr^  iji  the 
'possession  of  the  British,  one  had  been  sunk,  and  the  Ciesar  blown 
up  after  her  capture.  Four  others  got  iiKo -Curacoa,  and  the 
'French  'CoiTimanders  wer-e  for  weeks  •totally  ignorant  of  their  fi^te  : 
so  that  r>o  less  than  twelve  sail  of  the  line  were  missing.  Count 
deGrasse  considering  the  extrenic  importance  o.f  the  service  in 
which  he  was  employed,  should  have  hazarded  a  temporary  cen- 
sii  re  rather -than  have  ventured  the  mostdistant  risk  of  the  whole 
expedition.  Had  he  submitted  to  the  loss  in^f  the  ship  s^'hich  fell 
to  leeward,  instead  of  bearing  dovvn  to  her  assistance,  the  British, 
coiikl  not  have  prevented  his  joining  Don  Solano  ;  and  the  re- 
duction of  |aniaic;i  would  have  l^een  nexi;  lo  iae^'itabie,  'J 'hat 
•event  must  have  cjialted  his  prudence,  and  have ^tiHcd every  re- 
iTection  that  had  been  pointed  against  his  character. 

Phe  British  having  joined  off  Cape  libcTodii,  and  the  Frencli 
having  no  force  to  the  windward.  Sir  George  Rodney  proceeded 
with  the  disabled  ships  and  the  prizes  to  Jamaic;i,  as  well  fn-  their 
repair,  a?  the  greater  security  of  the  island^  shoiild  the  combined 
fleet  stiil  venture  upon  thj^  prosecution  of  ti3i?ir  former  dcMgn.  Sir 
■Sumuel  Hood  was  left  with  about  23  ships  of  tiie  iine^' to  keep  the 
sea  and  watch  the  motions- of  the  enemy.  .    ; 

When  the  news  of  iidm.  Rodney's  y^ctoty.  reached  Great  Bri- 
fj-in.  the  i=e>y  i>o<I.'Casiot!ed  wiis  excessive,  rit^inot  without  reason. 
-r-oL.  HI,  j^  n  iiefore 
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Before  there  was  much  tJespoii'dency.  It  produced  a  sudden  an^ 
unexpected  change  in  the  situation  of  the  lir.tisli  ;  and  at  an  in^ 
stant  when  they  seemed  to  he  nearly  ovcvvvhehned  as  well  as 
surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  enemies,  gave  them  au 
additional  weight  as  a  nation,  either  for  the  aecomplishment  of 
peace  or  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war.  'J  lie  admiral  was 
created  an  EngHi-h  peer  on  the  19th  of  June,  by  the  title  of  lord 
Kodney. 

Upon  tlie  return  of  admiral  Rarrington's  squadron,  admiral 
Kcmpcnfek  sailed  [May  G.  ]  with  8  or  9  ships  ot  ihe  line,  to  sup- 
ply lljcir  plate  in  the  bay  ;  and  upon  intelligence  being  leceivcd 
that  the  Dutch  were  preparing  to  come  out  ol'  the  Texel,  lord 
Howe  proceeded  with  a  squadron  of  about  a  dozen  s-hips  of  the 
iine,  to  the  coasts  of  Holland.  'I'hc  l>uteh  fleet  had  sailed,  but 
ri:ibrmation  of  Howe's  movement  induced  them  to  return  to  the 
'iexcl.  After  cruising  near  a  month  on  the  Dutch  coast,  Howe's 
squadron  growing  very  sickly,  and  Ih-e  Dutch  sh.<vving  no  dlsj)o- 
sition  to  ven'urc  out,  his  lordship  reluined  t(i  P'jrismouth,  where 
being  joined  by  the  shi}):.  from  the  bay,  every  dispHfch  was  used 
in  preparing  the  fleet  to  oppose  the  designs  of  the  combined 
enemy,  who  were  soon  expected  at  the  mouth  of  the  channel. 
Count  de  Guichen  had  been  fur  some  time  at  Cadiz,  fronx 
whence  he  and  Don  Cordova,  with  about  'J5  Krtnch  and  iSi)anish 
ships  of  the  line,  sailed  in  tlie  beginning  of  June,  In  their  pro- 
gress to  the  northward,  and  while  expecting  to  be  joined  by  the 
squadron  from  Brest  and  other  ports,  they  fell  in  [June  25. | 
with  the  British  outward  bound  Newfoundland  and  Quebec 
fleets,  under  convoy  of  a  50  gun  ship  and  some  frigates.  Eightcca 
uf  the  convoy,  laden  chieliy  with  provisions,  were  taken  j  the 
ships  of  war,  with  the  remainder,  escaped. 

'iiie  combined  fleets  being  entire  masters  of  the  sea,  from  tlic 
jTiouth  of  the  straits  lo  IJshant,  were  able  to  dispatch  tlicir  out- 
ward bound  convoys  and  to  receive  their  homeward  with  the  ut- 
itiost  safety ;  v/hile  the  British  Vv'ere  under  no  small  apprehension 
for  a  rich  and  great  convoy  from  Jamaica,  under  ^ir  Peter  Parke;\ 
with  only  three  ships  of  the  hne  for  his  protection.  Lord  Howe- 
sailed  from  Portsmouth  early  in  July,  accompanied  v»^iih  admirals 
Barrington,  Sir  J.  L.  Ross,and  Kcmpenfelt.  'I'hese  distinguishcil 
commanders  had  however  only  22  ships  of  the  line  to  suppoit 
their  designs,  while  the  combined  fleets  were  cruising  about  lUcr 
chops  of  liic  channel,  with  more  than  double  their  foicc.  Ijoid 
Howe  kept  to  the  westward  of  the  enemy,  in  order  lo  protect  and 
xeceivc  the  Jamaica  fleet,  and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid  being: 
ibrccd  into  an  engagement.     [)y  the  end  of  July  >ir  Pete  :' 
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l^ci-.-ii-iivcd  safe  wjlii  liis  ccinvoy,  hrinnjiijr  count  uc  C^ns'^c  wltlr 
him  in  the  Sundwicl*,  (»f  ejOi^uw.  "J  >»v  count  huided  at  rorte* 
mouth  im  the  olst,  va\\\(\  the  iicv.iamalions  ot  a  ^;\ra(  toacoinsc 
frf"  people,  \vih)  in  tliiit  w;iy  expre^s'ril  llicii  upprohalioii  of  his 
bravery.  On  the  I'lth  ot  August  Joidliowe,  uiih  niit  oi  ll;--. 
ficct,  anlvctl  at  tlic  same  povt. 

The  piotcctioii  of  the  li/jmcvvarJ  hound  Bailie  lie,,  ;.;.  p^_^ 
Venting  of  tiiL'  ]J)utch  from  sailini^  to  IIk' soutliw.nd,  and  tl»c  re- 
lief of  Gibraltar,  were  the  grand  naval  objectsthat  llje  l^tiii^Ji  ac)w 
ministraiion  had  still  in  view  ;  eacli  w.is  of  high  imptj; lance. 
Several  of  those  ships  that  were  in  the  be.sl  condition  f(ir  sea,  prov 
■cecded  to  the  J)own£,io  iittend  tiie  motions;  <jflhe  Dutch  ;  while 
^he  rest  of  the  rieet  were  in  a  hasty  state  of  equipment  at  PortSr- 
niouth,  and  v/erc  replenishing  their  litores  fur  the  deNi-j;ncd  cx.- 
pedition  to  Gihraltar..  It  \vi:s  found  necessary  tliut  tlr:  J^oyjil 
<j-eorge,  of  108  guns,  CGmmanded  by  admiral  i<.eiu])enfeit,  should 
•receive  a  kind  of  slight  careen,  and  be  laid  in  a  certain  degree 
jjpon  her  side,  while  the  defects  under  water  occasioning  the  c>:>- 
^.imination,  were  rectified,  'i  ids  operation,  in  still  weatJicr  and 
smooth  v/atcr,  is  attended  with  so  little ■diificulty  er  danger,  that 
the  admiral,  captains,  officers  and  crew  eontinued  on  board;  and 
neither  guns,  stores,  water  or  provisions  were  removed. 

'j'he  business  was  undertaken  [Aug.  2i-lh.]  early  in  tliemorn- 
-ing,  a  gang  of  carpenters  from -the  duekr  attending  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  ship,  while  on  her  side,  was  crowdetl  with  peopLe 
iVom  the  shore,  particularly  women,  thought  to  he  not  fewer  than 
',300,  among  whom  arc  many  of  the  wives  and  children  of  t!ie 
seamen  and  petty  oificers,  who  were  co'me  to  see  their  husbands 
tmd  fatheis.  The  greatest  part  of  the  crew,  were  also  on  .hoiiid. 
Tn  this  situation,  about  ten  i;i  the  i:iorning,  tliC  admiral  being 
writing  in  his  cabin,  and  most  of  the  people  h;ippcniiig  then  to 
ht  bctv7ccn  decks,  a  sudden  and  unexpected  squall  of  Vv-ind 
tfirew  the  ship  on  her  side,  and  the  gun-ports  being  open,  slic 
billed  with  water  almost  instantly,  and  went  to  the  bottom.  A 
victualler  along  side  o'i  jier  was  swallowed  up  in  the  whirlpool 
occasioned  by  the  plunge  of  fo  vast  a  body  in  the  water.    , 

'ihe  admiral,  with  a  number  of  otiicers,  apd  most  of  those  bo- 
twcen  decks  perished.  'J'he  guard,  and  those  who  happened  tx") 
be  along  with  them  (^n  th.e  upper  deck,  wcie  in  general  taved  1)A' 
the  bents  of  ihe  licet.  About ';o  more  were  likewise  saved.  Itis 
thought  that  from  ;»(}0  to  1000  persons  were  lust.  About  300, 
mostly  of  the  ship's  company,  were  saved.  Capt.  \Vaghornc, 
Tvhose  braverv  in  the  North  Sea,  under  admiral  Parker,  pr^- 
•<  urcd  him  the  command  of  tlic  ihip,  v;as  saved,  though  severe j|r 
ijruiscd.  'Th'- 
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The  lors  of  the  ship,  though  the  period  is  critical,  is  not  ta 
compHre  with  the  loss  of  the  brave  men  who  perished  in  her. 
Admiral  Kempeiifelt,  though  near  70  years  of  age,  is  peculiarly 
and  universally  lamented  by  the  British.  In  point  of  professional 
knowledgs  and  judgment,  he  was  deemed  one  of  the  iirst  naval 
otncers  in  the  world  ;  and  in  the  art  of  manoeuvring  a  lleet^  he 
was  considered  by  their  greatest  commanders  as  uivrivai-led^'  :  '  T< 

A  letter  from  Sir  Eyre  Coote^  d-ated  Fort  George,  January  28^^^ 
1782,  was  received  at  lord  Shelburne's  ofhce,  June  the  4th.  It. 
relates,  that  after  the  action  on  the  1st  of  July,  1781,.  Sir  Eyrc- 
niarched  to  the  northward,,  to  form  a  junction  with  the  Bengal 
detachment.  It  w^as  effected  on  the  3d  of  August.  On  the  27th 
Sir  Eyre  attacked  Hyder  Ally,  posted  with  his  array  in  a  forraida.- 
Lie  situation..  The  conflict  lasted  from  nine  in  the  .morning  tili 
near  sun-set,  when  Sir  Eyre  was  left  in  full  possession  of  the  tiel<i 
€if  battle.  His  loss  on  this  occasion,  was  heavier  than  on  the  first 
of  July,  and  that  of  the  eneniy  less.  On  the  27lh  of  Scptembci: 
the  two  armies  engaged  again  before  tour  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  by  the  evening  Hyder  Vvas  completely  routed.  Whca 
Sir  Eyre  was  upon  his  return  from  relieving  the  garrison  at  Vel- 
lore,  Hyder  appeared  in  full  farce  on  the  ISUiof  January,  and. 
hy  a  distant  caniiohade  attacked  his  army  while  crossing  a  marsliy 
ground.  The  whole  having  passed  the  swamp,  the  line  was., 
formed  and  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  on  v/hieh  Hyder  gave 
way,  and  retreated  with  precipitation.  The  London  Gazette  of 
July  i:uh,  confirmed  the  account  befor-e  received  of  the  surren- 
<ler  of  the  Bahama  islands  to  the  arms  of  Spain,,  on  the  Sth  of 
May,  by  capitulation,  Tiic  same  day  advices  were  received 
Jrom  captain  Sliirley,  of  the  Lcander,  <)f  his  having  destroyed  ti 
Trench  store-ship  off  Senegal,  valued  at  ^£.30,000  and  of  his., 
taking  five  Dutch  forts,  mounting  together  124  guns,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  without  any  otlier  assistance  than  the  men  be- 
ionging  to  his  own  ship,  'ioward  the  close  of  July  the  English 
'East-India  Company  received  from  Bombay,  advice  of  Tippoo- 
^aib's  having  attacked  colonel  Eraithv/aite  on  the  16th  of  Febru- 
ary, and  obliged  him  to  surrender  with  all  his  force  two  daysat^ 
Stcr ;  and  of  the  French  lieet  consisting  of  22  ^aii,  large  and  small,. 
'on  the  i<:Hh  ui'  February,  in  Pondicherry  road,  lippoo  Saib's- 
fiuccess  has  occasioned  to  tiic  Eng_lish  in  thai  quarter,  the  loss  of 
2000  infantry  and  300  cavalry. 

The  precarious  state  of  affairs  in  the  East-Indies,  must  be  a 
inolive  with  the  British  ministry  to  aim  at  a  speedy  establishment 
of  peace.  As  the  negociations  for  it  are  carrying  on,  and  likely 
.lo  be  coullivjcd,  my  next  kttcr  will  be  froai  Pans. 

LETTER 
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Roxbunji  Januarij  30,  17S7. 

THE  business  of  retaliating  thr  execution  of  capLlUidflyshaiy 
l;egin  tJic  present  letter.  Gen.  Was.hington  luivinr  niad^ 
up  his  n;ind  on  the  subject,  wrote  to  }3rigadier  I  liizen  :il  Lancas- 
ter in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  3d  of  May — "  You  will  iinn^cdialely, 
ontlie  receipt  of  this,  designate  by  lot  for  the  above  purpose  (uf 
retaliation)  a  British  captain  who  is  an  uiicondilional  prisoner,  if 
such  an  one  is  in  your  possession  ;  if  not,  a  lieutenant  under  the 
same  circumstances,  fi  oni  among  the  pjisoncrs  at  any  of  the  po>ts 
either  in  i*ennsylvania  or  Maryland.  So  soon  as  you  have  fixcd 
on  the  person,  you  wHl  send  hiu?  under  a  safe  guard  to  PliiladeU 
phia.  i  need  not  n>entioa  to  you  that  every  possible  tenderness, 
that  is  co^isistent  with  tJie  security  of  him,  should  be  shown  to 
the  person  whose  unfortunate  lot  it  may  be  to  suffer."  Me  re- 
ceivcJ  about  the  same  time  from  gen.  Robertson  a  letter  of  May  i , 
acqukintinr  hirn,  that  a  court-martial  was  appointed  by  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton  for  trying  the  person  complained  of  and  all  his  abet- 
tors in  the  death  of  Huddy,  and  that  Sir  Henry  had  taken  mca- 
siires  for  it  bcf'orc  he  received  any  letter  from  gen.  Washington 
oji  the  subject.  Robertson  expressed  his  v/ish,  that  the  war  might 
be  carried  on  agreeable  to  the  rules  which  humanity  has  formed, 
iind  the  examples  of  the  politest  nations  recommended  ;  and  pro- 
posed that  they  should  agree  to  prevent  or  punish  every  breach 
of  the  iMjies  of  war  within  the  spheres  of  their  respective  com- 
inaiwls.  'I'lie  letter  was  accompanied  vvith  a  number  of  papers,  sta- 
ting many  acts  of  barbaiity  committed  by  the  Americans;  and 
wbh^h  had  been  put  into  his  hands  as  vindications  of  the  enormity" 
complained  of  l>y  Washington.  Robertson  meant  to  prevail  upon 
the  latter  to  desist  from  his  purpose.  Washington  however,  in  his 
answer  of  May  5,  said — "^  So  far  from  receding  from  that  reso- 
iution,  orders  are  criven  to  dcsiirnatc  a  'British  olficcr  for  retaliation. 
But  I  still  hope  the  result  of  your  court- martial  will  prevent  this 
dreadful  aUcrnati  vc."  Afier  sincerelv  lamenting  the  cruel  necessi- 
ty, Wtiich  alone  rouid  induce  so  distressing  a  measure  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  he  assured  the  other  that  he  entertained  his  wish 
iind,  acceded  to  his  proposal.  But  to  some  parts  of  Robertson's 
ktl,er  he -could  not  refrain  from  "^.'.nswcring — •*' Kecriminatioa. 
wof^ld'feciuseless;  1  f<irhe?4r  tliercforc  to  mention  numerous  :n- 
sl.ii-i.civviilch  havebtaliiul  llic  icpuiutio'n  of  you-v  i^rinsj  marked 

the 
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ibe  progress  of  tb.is  war  v,^ith  unusual  severity,  and  disgraced  tlie 
Jionor  of  liuman  nature  itself."  When  Washington  was  inform- 
ed that  capt.  Asgill  (a  you^h  of  nineteen)  had  been  designated 
snd  sent  forward,  he  wrote  to.Hazen  on  the  4th  of  June — *'  I  am 
much  concerned  to  find  that  capt.  Asgill  has  been  sent  on,;  not- 
withstanding the  information  you  had  received  of  there  being 
nncondiiional  prir,oners  of  war  in  our  possession^  To  remedy, 
therefore,  as  soon  as  possible,  this  mistake,  you  will  be  pleased 
^mmediatelv  to  order,  that  hcut.  I'uraer,  the  officer  you  mention 
to  be  confined  in  York  jail,  or  any  otlier  prisoner  v/ho  falls  with 
in  my  description,  may  be  conveyed  to  Philadelphia,  under  the 
same  regulations  and  directions  as  -were  heretofore  given,  that 
he  may  take  the  place  of  capt.  Asgill ."  The  same  day  he  or- 
•dered  col.  Dayton  of  the  Jersey  line  to  .permit  capt.  Ludlow, 
'Asgili's  frie.nd,  -to  go  into  New-York  with  sucli  representation 
as  Asgill  would  please  to  make  to  Sir  Guy  Carlcton  ;  and  begged 
of  him  in  the  mean  time  to  treat  Asgill  withevcry  tender  atten- 
tion and  politeness  (.consistent  with  his  present  situation)  \vhich 
his  rank,  fortune  and  conneclions,  togetlier  with  his  unft)rtunate 
^tate  demanded.  -In  a  subsequent  letter  to  the  colonel  he  said — 
^'  I  wish  to  have  the  young  gentleman  treated  with  all  the  ten- 
-derne-ss  possible  consistent  with  his  present  situation  ;"  and  after 
that — "  I  am  very  willing,  and  indeed  v^ish  every  indulgence  to 
be  granted  him  that  is  not  inconsistent  with. hisperfect  security." 
■ — Captain  Asgill,  waiting  to  gem  Washington,  thuS  expressed 
liiimself — ''  Inconsequence  of  your  orders,  col.  Dayton  was  dc- 
•sirous  of  removing  me  to  camp,  but  being  ill  of  a  fever,  I  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  let  me  remain  at  liis  quarters  (Chatham)  ciose 
•confined,  w^hich  indulgence  I  hope  v/ill  not  be  disapproved  of. 
leannpt  conclude  this  letter  without  expressing  my  gratitude  to 
your  excellency  for  ordering  coL  Daylon  to  favor  me  as  much  as 
i-ny  situation  would  admit  of,  and  in  justice  to  him  I  must  ac- 
knowledge the  feeling  and  attentive  manner  in  which  those  com- 
mands were  executed.  You  may  enquire,  why  was  not  Turner, 
or  some  other  ofiiccr,  sent  on  to  take  tiie  place  of  Asgill  ?  It  is 
jiot  in  my  power  to  ansv/er. 

Meanv/hjle  the  British  court-martial  proceeded  on  the  trial  of 
capt.  Richard  Liopincot,  thought  to  be  the  principal  in  executing 
captain  ^Huddy.  When  it  was  finished,  the  proceedings  of  the 
eourt  were  sent  to  gen.  W^ashington  by  Sir  Guy  Carlcton,  it 
ijppeared  in  the  course  of  the  trial,  that  gov.  Franklin,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  associated  loyalists  gave  Lippincot  r6:r/;(r// or- 
-dcrs  for  what  he  did,  and  that  the  same  wcie  known  and  agreed 
to  by  several  of  the  by^irdp  withoui;  being  expressly  opposed  b^r 


A.  D.  ns^J  AMERICAN  RKVOLUTIO!^.  »it 

any.  'I'iie  ])oarcI  seemed  desirous  of  cxculp-itlng  ihcmselves  whol- 
Jy,  and  of  leaving  Lip  pin  cot  to  iiis  fate.  /V  paper  was  produced 
in  court  as  being  in  the  Iiand  writing  of  iMr.  Alexander,  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  board.  It  mentioned  tliat  one  of  their  associates,  t'hi- 
lip  V/hite,  was  inliurnanly  and  wantonJy  murdered  by  the  guard- 
who  were  carrying  liimto  Monmouth  jail.  Itcomplained  of  ma- 
TiV  daring  acts  of  cruelty,  perpetrated  with  iuipuiiily  by  a  set  of 
vindictive  rebels,  known  by  the  designation  oi' Monmouth  Retail- 
a  ton;  associated  and  iieaded  by  one  gen.  Foraian,.  whose,  l;orrid 
acts  of  cruelty  gained  him  universally  the  name  o-i  Black  Daiid. 
It  set  forth,  that  many  of  their  friends  and  neighbors  were  butch- 
ered in  cold  blood  under  the  usurped  form  of  law,  and  often  with- 
out that  cercii^iony,  i()v  no  other  crime  thci4i  thr.t  of  maintaiiiing- 
tJieir  allegiance  to  the  government  under  which  they  were  born, 
audaciously  cah'ed  by  the  rebels  treason  against  their  states  ;  and 
that  their  associators  thought  it  high  time  to  begin  a  retaliatioii : 
that  they  therefore  pitcJied  upon  Joshua  H  eddy  asa  proper  subject^ 
he  having  been  a  very  active  and  cruel  persecutor  of  their  friends, 
and  having  boasted  of  being  instrumental  in  hanging  Stephen  Ed- 
wards, ths  first  of  tlieir  brethren  vviioJell  a  maityr.  to  repubiicaa 
fury  in  Monmouth  county.  liuddy,  it  asserted,  tied  the  knot  and 
put  the  rope  about  the  neck  of  that  inoffensive  sufferer.  The  plea 
urged  by  the  panics,  who  defended  the  execution  ofHuddy,  was 
— "  By  a  strange  fatality  the  loyalists  are  the  only  people  that 
have  been  treated  as  rebels  during  the  unhappy  war,  and  .we  are 
constrained  by  our  sufferings  to  declare,  thati.no  efforts  have  been, 
made  by  the  government,  underwhose  protection -we  wish  to  live, 
to  save  our  brethren  from  ignominious  deatiis.  The  rebels  purr- 
ish.the  loyalists,  under  their  usual  distmction  of  prisoners  of  stat^ 
from  prisoners  of  war." 

When  the  business  had  been  fully  and  impartially  Iicrird  and 
discussed,  it  was  finished  by  the  following,  declaraiioa — '•  Thn 
court  having  considered  the  evidence  for  and  against  the  captain, 
and  it  appearing  that  (althougli  Joshua  Huddy  Vvas  executed 
without  proper  authority)  what  the  prisoner  did»  was  not  the  ef- 
fect of  malice  or  ill-will,  but  proceeded,  from  a  conviction,  thac 
it  vvas  his  duty  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  hoard  of  diiectors  of  as-r 
sociated. loyalists,  and  his  not  doubting  their  having  full  authority 
to  give  such  orders,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  he  hnol  iiuiltyQi 
the  niurder  laid  to  his  charge,  and  therefore  acquit  him/' 

Sir  Guy  Carleton,  in  a  letter  which  accompajn';.^d  the  trial  of 
capt.  Lipplncot,  declared  in  unequivocal  teinis  to  gciV.  \V^ashing- 
ton,  that  notwithstandiiig  the  acquittal  of  tlie  captain,  he  rcpi'o- 
»?.atcd  the  measure,  and  gave  assurances  of '^r^^?:ating  a  funhef 

inqijirv 
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Inquiry.  Tins  changed  the  ground  the  gen.  was  proceeding  up'o^ 
and  placed  the  matter  upon  an  extremely  delicate  footing.  Sit* 
Iruycharged  him  with  want  of  humanity  in  sclectingavictim  frofn 
among  tiie  British  ofucers,  .so  early  as  ite  did.  But  Sir  Guy  should 
have  considered,  that  by  the  usages  of  war,  and  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  retaliation,  the  general  would  have  been  justified  in  execu^ 
ring  an  officer  of  equal  rank  with  capt.  Buddy  immediately  upo^ 
receiving  proofs  of  his  murder,  aixl  then  informing  Sir  Heni*y 
Clinton  he  had  done  so.  I'he  ground  which  the  general  was  pro^ 
ceedin,';  upon  being  charjged,  he  by  a  letter  of  th€  19th  of  Au^* 
gust  laid  tbe  whole  matter  before  congress  for  their  directkni. 
The  affair  being  put  into  this  traifi,  the  gf:neral  sent  word  to  col. 
Dayton  on  the  25tb,  *' You  will  leave  eapt.  Asgill  on  parole  at 
Morristown,  until  further  orders."  The  captain  was  adraitt^'^ 
to  his  parole  even  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  the  iiritish  lines^. 
He  was  indulged  with  aconfidenee  yet  more  unlimited,  by  being 
permitted  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  and  the  recreation  of  his 
mind,  to  ride  not  only  about  the  American  cantonments,  but  in- 
to the  surrounding  country,  for  several  miles,  with  his  friend  and 
"Companion,  major  Gordon,  constantly  attending  him.  •  Every  mi* 
iitary  character  m.ust  suppose  that  theseindulgencies  flowed  from 
the  American  commander  in  chief:  which  was  the  real  case,  ai^d 
is  not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  interference  of  count  Rochambeau* 
Congress  referred  gen.  Washington's  letter  and  the  pixxeedings' 
of  the  British  court-martial  upon  Lippincot  to  a  committee,  who 
delivered  in  their  report  on  the  17th  of  October.  Ten  days 
before,  [Oct.  7-]  AVashington  wrote  in  a  private  ktter  to  the 
Secretary  at  war — ^^  The  case  of  capt.  Asgill  is  now  before- Con* 
grcss.  Was  I  to  give  my  private  opinion  i'espectlng  As-gill,  I 
should  pronounce  in  favor  of  his  being  released  from  his  duresse ; 
and  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  go  to  his  friends  in  Europe.'" 
Congress  delayed  bringing  the  matter  to  an  issue.  At  lengtili 
the  general  received  a  letter  from  the  count  de  Vergenness,  dat- 
ed the  29th  of  July,  interceding  for  capt.  AsgilL  It  was  accom-^ 
panied  with  an  uncommonly  pathetic  one  from  Mis.  Asgill.  the 
mother  to  the  count.  Vergcnnes  in  the  most  polite,  humane 
cind  powerful  manner  pleaded  her  cause.  **  Your  excelleTicy 
{he  said)  will  not  read  this  letter  without  being  extremely  aifect- 
€d  :  it  had  that  effect  upon  the  king  and  upon  the  queen,  to  whom 
I  communicated  it.  The  goodness  of  their  majesties  hearts  in- 
<luccs  them  to  desire,  that  the  inquietudes  of  an  unfortunate  mo- 
ther may  becalmed,  and  her  tenderness  reassured. — There  \^ot\t 
consideration,  Sir,  which  though  not  decisive,  may  have  arr  in« 
f^L'Cnce  upon  your  resolution.     Capt.  AsgiJl  is  doubtless  y6»7r 

prisoner. 
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j5nsoncr,  but  he  is  among  tliose  wliom  the  arms  of  the  kinp:  con- 
-tributed  toputinto  your  l)ands  at  \'ork.v  I'ovvn.  AlLhoiii'jhUiis  tir- 
f;unistancc  docs  not  operdUs  as  a  satcguarti,  it  however  jii!)ti;ic$ 
the  interest  I  perinit  ir.yself  to  take  in  this  ailair.  In  seeking  t(* 
.deliver  Mr.  Asgiil  iVora  the  fate  v.^hich  threatens  him,  i  am  far 
from  engaging  you  lo  seek  anotner  victim  ;  tlic  p;irdon,  to  b.e 
perfectiy  satist^torvj  must  be  entire."  Washington  sent  copies 
i)fthc  l<?-tters,  with  one  at-  his  own  of  the  'J  3th  of  October,  to  con- 
^^css.^  On  the  7th  of  November  thcv  *'  resolved-,  That  liic 
i;oiTimander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hercbv  directed  to  set  captain 
^^sgili  at  liberty/'  U  afforded  gen.  WashingL.')n  singidar  pleasure 
to  have  jt  in  his  power  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  resolve  to  the 
i:apt.  the  1 3th  ;  and  as  he  sujiposcd  tlie  latter  would  wish  to  g<j 
ijjU)  New- York  as  soon  as  possible,  b.e  sent  with  it  a  passport  tior 
■IhfiU  purpose.  They  were  accompanied  with  a  letter,  which 
closed  with—''  I  cannot  take  leave  i)f  yo-u,  Sir,  without  assuring^ 
you,  that  in  wlialever  light  niv  agency  in  this  unpleasw^g  aftaii' 
niay  be  viewed,  i  vvas  neiver  imluenccd,  through  the  whole  ot  it, 
i>y  sanguinary  motives  ;  but  by  what  \  com  eiv-ed  to  be  a  sonse  ot 
iny  duty,  which  Joudly  called  itpon  un"  to  tak^  measur^^:*,  how- 
•^vcr  disagreeable,  to  prevent  a  lepetiiioii  of  those  ojiormitics 
which  have  been  the  subject  of  discus^iull.  And  that  tiiis  im- 
portant end  is  likely  to  be  answered  without. the  effusion  oi  the 
Idoodof  aw  innocent  person,  is  not  a  greater  leHet  to  you.t.lianit 
^s  lio,  Sifj  ypuv  most  obedient^  humble  servant,  Qeorgc  Washing- 
im.'\  Thougrh  the  treatment  capt.  Asgiil  met- with  -rVoua  the  gi-*- 
ia>eral,inth{;^  various  indulgences  tUa.tws.re  granted  him,  mcrit^^^il 
an  acknowledgment  after  his  liberation,  none  was  o  fib  red.,  and 
the  ciiptain  is  thought  to  have  hcen  dchcient  in  pohteness. 

It  was  nut  long  after  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  an  ival,  ere  he  brokt^ 
;'p  the  board  of  associated  loyalists,  and  thereby  precluded  a  repe- 
titioi^of  the  like  enormity  that  had  been  practised  on  Uuddv.  He 
arrived  oa  the  5th  of  May  ;  on  the  7th  ho  vv  rote  to  gen.  Wash- 
ington,aiidscnt  him  some  public  papers,  that  bisexceliency  might 
Jearn  from  them,  the  dispositions  that  prcvaikd  in  the  govern- 
meat  and  people  of  Great-Britain  relative  to  ih^  making  oi  apeace 
with  the  Americans.  How  necessary  this  is  for  the  United  States^ 
the  following  extracts  from  the  public  and  private  letters  ot  gea.- 
tiemen  of  the  iirst  eminence,  will  convince  you — "May  11.*.  Our 
army  is  perfectly  naked,  without  pay  or  rum.  The  greatest  dcr 
cision  and  seventy  has  been  used  to  prev-ent  theconscqcienceso^ 
.uiutirjous  disposilioii  which  generally  pervaded  the  troops.  Us 
3ppcara.nG€s  a.r<?  removed,  but  1  know  of  no  expedient  liiat  w^ii 
secure  the  existence  of  this  [the  southern]  aru)\,  utUvSS  supj^h^ 
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arrive  soon  from  Philadelphia.  N.  Gree7ie.^*  Fish-kill,  May  2^ 
Yesterday  was  the  third  day  our  army  [under  Washington]  has. 
been  without  provision.  Every  department  is  without  money  and 
ivithout  credit.  The  army  could  not  make  a  march  of  one  day, 
as  they  are  without  every  necessary  as  well  as  provisions.  Officers 
and  soldiers  are  exceedingly  discontented.  You  have  doubtless- 
lieard  of  the  premeditated  revolt  of  the  Connecticut  line,  happi;- 
jy  discovered  the  day  previous  to  that  in  which  it  was  to  have  beea 
put  in  execution.  The  ringleader  was  punished  with  death. 
Wherever  I  go,  I  hear  complaints  which  make  me  dread  the  most 
fatal  consequences.  The  distresses  of  our  army  have  arrived  to 
the  greatest  possible  degree,,  Steuben.'^'  "May  2&.  I  am  un- 
der anxiety  from  the  want  of  the  necessary  deposits  of  provisions 
in  the  garrison  of  V/est-Point.-  This  is  an  alarming  circumstance. 
Were  the  enemy  to  know  our  situation,  and  make  a  sudden  at- 
tempts what  is  there  to  save  these  important  posts  ?  G.  Washing'^ 
ton.'^'  *' Aug.  12,  For  upward  of  tv;o  months  more  than  one- 
third  of  our  men  (of  the  -southern  army)  were  entirely  naked, 
with  nothing  but  a  breach-cloth  about  them,  and  never  came  out 
of  their  tents ;  and  the  rest  were  as  ragged  as^  wolves.  Our  con- 
dition was  little  better  in  the  article  of  provision.  Our  beef  waS' 
perfect  carrion ;  and  even  bad  as  it  was,  we  were  frequently 
without  any.  An  army  thus  clothed  and  thus  fed^  may  be  con- 
sidered in  a  desperate  situation..  However,,  we  have  struggled 
tlirough  it.  Our  supplies  of  provision  are  better,  but  scanty  and- 
uncertain.  Some  clothing  is  arrived,  and  added  to  what  the  go- 
vernor procured,  renders  the  troops  pretty  comfortable^  and  the 
arm.y  very  contented  and  easy,  especially  as  we  have  it  now  ia 
our  power  to  issue  rum  eight  times  a  month.  North -Carolina 
hath  had  few- other  soldiers  than  non-jurors  and  disaffected,  and 
those  for  different  terms  of  service.,  xv".  Greene.''^  (Mr.  Joshua 
Lockwood,  under  th«e  direction  of  governor  Matthews^  brought 
out  of  Charleston  a  large  quantity  of  the  articles  wiiich  were* 
most  needed  in  the  camp.  They  were  furnished  by  some  of  the 
inhabitants,  v/ho  wished  to  make  their  peace  with  their  gouH'- 
trymen.)  "  Sept.  22:  When  I  found  the  supplies  of  money  fron-j^ 
the  states,  would  prove  so  inadequate,  I  determined  to  cheek  all 
other  expences,  and  to  think  only  of  feeding  the  army.  We  have 
lately  had  an  arrival  of  linens,  which  the  clothier  says  are  sufiicj*. 
ent  to  make  thirty  thousand  shirts  ;  but  he  is  so  indebted  to  the 
poor  people  who  have  worked  for  him,  and  v/ho  are  starving 
for  want  of  their  v/ages,  that  he  cannot  procure  credit  to  geti 
them  made.  Money  I  have  none.  And  could  he  run  in  debt 
Still  further,  it  would  only  increase  the  mischief,  for  I  see  no  pros-^- 

pect 
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prospect  of.payment.  Ii.  Morris" — "Oct.  2.  Only  C(>a(eivc 
the  mortitication,  thutcvcn  the  general  ofllccis  arc  under,  wlieir 
they  cannot  invite  a  French  ofliccr,  a  visiting  frif-ml,  a  travelling 
acquaintance,  to  a  better  repaint,  thjn  stinkinj^  vvhibkv,  (liot  horn 
the  still)  and  not  always  that,  and  a  bit  of  beet"  without  vegetables, 
will  afford  tiiem.  I  could  give  anecdotes  of  patriotism  and  dis- 
tress which  have  scarcely  ever  been  parallelled, never  surj)assed  in 
the  histoty  of  mankind  :  but  you  may  rely  upon  it,  llie  patience 
and  long  sufferance,  of  this  [the  northern]  army  arc  almost  ex- 
hausted, and  that  there  never  was  so  great  a  spirit  of  discontent  as 
at  this  instarrt.  It  is  high  time  for  a  peace.  Our  troops  have 
been,  and  still  are  obliged  to  perform  services  foreign  to  their 
proper  duty,  without  gratuity  or  reward,  more  than  the  soldiers  of 
any  other  army — fur  example,  the  immense  labourscxpended  in 
doing  the  duties  of  artificers,  in  erecting  fortifications  and  military- 
works;  the  fatigue  of  building  themselves  barracks  and  huts  an- 
ually ;  and  cutting  and  transporting  wood  for  the  use  of  all  our 
posts  and  garrisons,  without  any  expence  whatever  to  the  pub- 
lic. G.  Washington.'" — "  Oct.  17.  We  were  upon  the  point  of 
trying  our  hands  at  how  we  could  live  without  subsistence,  as 
the  superintendant  was  no  longer  able  to  fulfil  his  contract  with 
the  victuallers  of  the  [northern]  army,.and  as  they  relinquished  it: 
till  fortunately  for  us,  we  met  with  gentlemen,  who  for  an  ad- 
vanced price  per  ration,  have  saved  us  hom  starvation  ov  aii^baud" 
Client  by  giving  a  crediL" — "  Oct.  24^  'For  want  of  money  w« 
liave  been  obliged  to  relinquish  a  contract  for  subsisting  the  army 
at  ten  pence  a  ration,  and  give  thirteen  pence,  for  the  sake  of 
three  months  credit."  Even  in  July  the  demand  for  money  was 
so  great  as  to  raise  interest  to  five  per  cent,  per  month.- 

On  .the  2d  of  August,  Sir  Guy  Carlcton  anxl  admiral  Digbr, 
sent  out  a  joint  letter  to  gen.  Washington,  w herein  they  said — ' 
*'  We  are  acquainted,   Sir,  by  authority,  that  ncgociations  for  a 
general  peace  have  already  commenced  at  Paris,  and  that  Mr. 
Grenville  is  invested  with  fulJ  powers  to  treat  witli  all  the  parties 
^t  war,  and  is  now  at.Paris  in  the  execution  of  tliis  commission. 
^T— W'ith  respect  to  Mr.  Faurens,  we  are  to  acquaint  you,  that  he 
Jias  been  enlarged  and  discharged  from  all  engagements  without 
any  condition  whatevej-  ;  after  which  he  declared  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, tliat  he  considered  lord  Coriuvallis  as  free  from  his  parole. 
Wc  are  i-urtherac<[uaintcd,  that  trar.spprLs  have  been  prepared  in 
luigland,  for  conveying  all  the  American  prisoners  to  this  coun- 
try to  be  exchanged  l:ere;  and  we  are  directed  to  urge,  by  every 
^consideration  ox  iiumanity,  the  most  speedy  exchange."  When 
thisiiews  wasku'jwn  by  tlie  loyalists,  sucha  scene  of  distress  raged 

through 
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through  the  city  of  New- York,  as  is  not  easily  described.  ThosgE- 
3n  the  army  tore  their  lappels  from  their  coats,  stamped  tneiii- 
tender  their  feet,  ar.d  exclaimed  that  they  were  ruined  for  ever. 
Others  cried  out,  that  they  had  sacrificed  every  thing  to  prove 
their  loyalty,  and  were  now  left  to  shift  for  themselves,  lost  both 
to  the  friendship  i>i  their  king  and  country.  On  the  7th,  it  was- 
t;arnestiy  recommended  in  the  New-York  paper  to  the  loyalists 
every  where,  to  suspend  their  opinion  on  the  present  important 
occasion,  and  each  to  continue  nrm  to  the  professions  he  had- 
made  of  loyalty  and  zeal  for  the  reunion  of  the  empire,  and  ta, 
wait  the  issue.  By  such  a  conduct,  is  was  observed,  they  w^ouldi 
preserve  a  claim  to  national  regard  and  protection,  which  it  would 
be  madness  to  forfeit  ■  since  by  giving  way  to  the  suggestions  of^ 
impatience  they  could  only  disgrace  themselves  in  the  eyes  of 
liieir  enemies,  without  a  shadow  of  advantage, 

A  part  of  tlie  news  was  soon  coniirmcd  by  the  arrival  of  two 
cartel  ships  at  Marblehead,  with  583  Americans.  By  the  2ist 
of  the  month  a  third  arrived  with  116  more.  Your  friend  em-. 
braced  the  opportunity  of  talking  with  several  as  they  passed  by 
his  house.  The  substance  of  what  they  related  follows.  From 
the  beginning  of  the  war  till  they  left  Froton  prison  at  Gosport^ 
rear  upon  1400  had  been  committed,  out  of  the  whole  only  12<> 
(died,  and  of  these  more  by  the  small-pox  than  any  other  disorder, 
Before*gen.  Burgoyne  was  taken,  persons  were  not  allowed  ta 
visit  or  relieve  them.  After  that  event  the  treatment  was  differ-* 
ent,  and  former  severities  were  mitigated.  When  sick  they  were 
taken  exceeding  good  care  of;  and  had  Americans  employed  to 
nurse  them.  Had  not  agents,  clerks,  &c.  deducted  from  the  king's^ 
allowance,  they  should  have  done  pretty  well :  though  having  no 
niore  than  criminals  allowance  of  provision,  they  had  a  very  scan- 
ty support,  beside  which  the  prevision  was  often  exceeding  bad^ 
When  the  change  of  ministry  took  place,  they  were  considered  asr 
prisoners  of  Vv^ar,  and  had  an  allowance  accordingl)',  "i  ney  men- 
tioned, that  before  they  were  sent  off,  the  duke  of  Richniond,- 
gen.  Conway,  and  some  other  gentlemen  visited  them,  expressed 
a  concern  for  their  sufferings  showed  them  much  kindness,  gave 
them  money  very  condescendingly  shook  hands  with  them,  and 
said  they  were  brethren.  They  lejated  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wh'eit 
of  Portsmouth  v;as  extremely  khid  to  them  ;  was  like  a- father  j 
procured  them  clothes,  money,  and  many  articles  to  licJp  them, 
under  their  confinement ;  and  frequently  visited  and  played  witlt 
the  sick.  Mr.  Laurens  visited  them  ;  encouraged  them  toremarix 
iirm  to  their  country's  cause  ■  and  told  theni  how  he  had  ifuffered 
iix^der  his  ccntinemcnt.     One  of  them  who  liad  been  a  prisoner  at 
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New-York,  to  c->:pic?s  tlir  (lifference  between  llie  j^lacds,  de- 
dared  that  he  had  i\;tiier  be  iuiprisoned  inonlhs  in  Kiigland  ilvan 
weeks  at  New-York.  They  stated  the  niin)l>cr  of  persons  w!»H 
came  away  upon  the  exchange  at  303,  the  rebt  h^iviiij^  made  tli^'^ 
cseape  at  different  periods.  -.y 

A  few  acts  ot  Congress  sliall  be  now  related. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  the  minister  of  France  was  auir.ittcd  t(y 
a  pubiic  audience,  and  after  addressing  congress  in  a  speech, 
delivered  to  them  a  letter  from  liis  most  Christian  majesty,  in- 
forming them  of  the  birth  of  his  son  the  Dauphin.  A  suitable 
answer  was  given  to  the  Chevalier  dcla  Luzerne.  They  then 
ordered  a  letter  to  be  v.-rittcn  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  to 
tiie  commander  in  the  southern  department,  informing  them 
of  tiic  said  event,  and  directed  that  it  should  be  published  Ih 
both  armies  with  proper  demonstrations  of  joy.  The  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs  was  also  to  inform  the  governors  and  presi- 
dents of  the  respective  states,  that  the  people  of  each  state  might 
partake  in  the  joy. — When  the  minister  had  withdrawn,  the 
birth  of  the  Dauphin  was  announced  to  the  public  by  a  discharge 
of  cannon  and  a  feu-de-joie  of  musketry.  la  the  afternoon  a 
dinner  was  provided  by  congress  for  the  Chevalier  and  his  suit ; 
and  the  evening  was  closed  with  a  brillant  display  of  fire-works 
in  the  state-house  yard.  The  official  notification  of  the  Dau- 
phin's birth  v/as  received  in  all  places  of  the  United  States,  witli 
every  mark  of  joy  and  token  of  respect  to  their  great  and  gene- 
rous ally,  and  to  the  French  nation. 

On  the  20th  of  June  it  was  concluded,  that  the  device  for  an 
SJ-moriai  achievement  and  reverse  for  the  great  seal  for  the  Unit* 
€d  States  in  congress  assembled  should  be  as  fV.llovvs — ARj^vlS— 
Paleways  of  thirteen  pieces,  argent  and  gules  ;  a  chief,  azure; 
the  escutcheon  on  the  breast  of  ihe  American  eagle  displayed, 
proper,  holding  in  his  dexter  talon  an  olive-branch,  and  in  his 
sinister  a  bundle  of  thirteen  arrows,  all  proper,  and  in  his  beak  a 
scroll  inscribed  with  this  motto — *'  Epluribus  Unum." — For  the 
CRFST — Over  the  head  of  the  eagle,  which  appears  above  the 
escutcheon,  a  glory,  Or,  breaking  through  a  cloud,  proper,  and 
surrounding  thirteen  stars  forming  a  constellation,  argent,  on  an 
azure  field. — RFVFRSF — A  pyramid  unlinished.  in  the  zenith 
an  eye  in  a  triangle,  surrounded  with  a  glory,  proper.  Over 
the  eye,  tlicse  words — *'  Annuit  Cii?ptis."  On  the  base  of  the 
pyramid  the  numerical  letters  MDCCL.XXVI.  And  underneatk 
ihc  foUovying  motto — *'  Novus  Ordo  Secloiuin." 
'h  [Sept.  J  4.]  They  resolved  that  thesun^i  of  four  millions  of  do!- 
iUrSj  exclusive  of  the  money  which  Mr.  Adairs  may  obtain  by 
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the  loan  now  negociatingin  Holland,  be  borrowed  in  Europe  oit 
the  faith  of  the  United  States.  Mine  days  after,  they  resolved, 
tliat  Dr.  Franklin  should  be  infonned.  that  notwithstanding  the 
contents  of  the  letters  of  the  25th  of  June,  it  is  the  direction  of 
congress,  that  he  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  effect  the  afore- 
said loan. 

On  tlie  4th  of  October,  they  resolved  unanimously,  that  they 
would  inviolably  adhere  to  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  his  most 
Christian  majesty,  and  conclude  neither  a  separate  peace  nor 
truce  with  Great-Britain ;  nor  enter  into  the  discussion  of  any 
overtures  for  pacification,  but  La  confidence  and  in  concert  with 
his  most  Christian  majesty. 

We  pass  on  to  the  southwai'd  as  far  as  Georgia,  with  some  sku 
count  of  which  my  last  letter  closed.  '  --'"^ 

The  British  garrison  at  Savannah  consisted  of  about  1000  regu- 
lars, beside  a  considerable  number  of  militia,  and  was  under  the 
command  of  brigadier  Clarke.  This  superiority  of  force  did  not 
prevent  gen.  Wayne's  appearing  often  before  the  British  hnes 
and  msulting  their  picquets.  1  hree  different  attempts  were  made 
to  surprise  an  advanced  party  of  the  Americans  without  succeed- 
ing. About  the  same  time  the  American  governor  with  hiscoun- 
cii  removed  from  Augusta  to  Ebenezer.  -Soon  after  his  arrival 
he  issued  a  proclamation  offering  to  every  British  o.r  Hessian  sol- 
dier, who  should  desert  from  Savannah,  200  acres  of  land  and 
some  stock  ;   which  had  the  desired  effect  in  a  certain   degree. 

On  the  2lst  of  May,  col.  Brown,  at  the  head  of  a  considerable 
pa.Yty,  marched  out  of  the  garrison  of  Savannah,  with  the  appa- 
3*ent  intention  of  attacking  the  Americans^  Wayne,  by  a  bold  ma^ 
jioeuvre,  got  between  Brown  and  the  garrison,  attacked  him  at 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  and  routed  his  whoie  party.  The  van^ 
guard  of  the  Americans,  consistingof  60  horse  and  40  infantry,  wag 
led  on  by  col.  White^  of  the  cavalry,  and  capt.  Parker,  of  the  in- 
fantry, to  a  spirited  charge.;  in  which  40  of  Brown's  men  were 
killed  or  wounded,  about  20  taken  prisoners,  and  the  remainder 
obliged  to  shelter  themselves  in  the  sv^amps  under  cover  of  the 
night.  The  advantage  was  gained  by  the  liberal  use  of  the  sword 
and  bayonet.  Orders  had  been  previously  given  to  depesd  en- 
tirely on  these  weapons  ;  and  to  secure  a  punctual  compliance,  the 
flints  were  taken  out  of  the  musketry  of  the  infantry.  1 -he  Ame- 
ricans had  only  five  privates  killed  and  two  wounded. — Though 
Brown  proved  unsuccessful,  yet  gen.  Greene  reckons  him  one  of 
die  best  officers  belonging  to  the  British  troops. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  a  large  body  of  Creek  Indians,  headed  by 
a  number  of  tli^ir  most  celebrated  chiefs  and  warriors^  andaBri« 
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tish  officer,  surprised  and  made  a  fuiimi.7  attack  upon  Wayne"* 
infantry  at  half  an  hour  after  one  in  llie  morning.  For  a  few  mi- 
nutes they  possessed  themselves  ot  his  two  lield-pitccs,  which' 
were  soon  rccoveicd.  'I'iic  Indians  knew  not  liow  to  make  a 
rightimprovcmentofthe  advantages  they  had  obtained  by  thesiir^ 
■prise. — Meanvvliile  the  eavahy  arrived  and  pressed  hard  upoa 
Ihem  ;  while  Wayne  exposed  himself,  beyond  what  was  prudent; 
for  the  chief  commander,  that  he  might  reinstate  matters,  X 
smart  action  ensued,  in  which  both  sicfcsfought  in  close  quarter^j 
with  swords  and  bayonets.  The  Indians  displayed  uncommon 
bravery  y  but  having  to  contend  with  both  horse  and  foot  were 
completely  routed.  Fourteen  of  their  number  were  killed,  one 
of  whom  was  a  famous- chief.  The  Americans  had  live  slain 
and  eight  wounded. 

The  British  administr^ition  having  resolved  upon  abandoning 
all  offensive  operations  in  America,  the  scheme  of  evacuating  the 
weaker  posts  in  the  United  States  was  adopted  ;  and  that  at  Sa- 
vanna waa  to  be  the  first.  When  the  measure  was  determinecf 
upon,  the  mercliants  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  place,  ob- 
tained permission' t(5  apply  to  Wayne  for  the  security  and  preser- 
vation of  their  persons  and  property.  He  replied  to  their  depu- 
ties— "  that  should  the  Britisii  garrison  eventually  efrect  an  eva- 
cuation, the  persons  and  properties  of  such  inhabitants  or  others,. 
who  choose  to  remain  in  Savannah,  will  be  protected  by  the 
military,  and  resigned  inviolate  into  the  hands  of  the  civil  au- 
thority,, which  must  ultimately  decide."'  The  merchants  and 
inhabitants- of  Savannah,,  having  sent  out  a  second  fiag,  Wayne 
at  the  desire  of  the  civil  authority  of  the  state  sent  them  for  an- 
swer— "  that  the  merchants,  not  owing  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  will  be  permitted  to  remain  a  reasonable  time  to  dispose 
of  their  goods  and  settle  their  affairs."  Major  Habersham,  whcv 
was  charged  with  this  message,  pledged  hiniSelftbiat  they  might 
lely,  with  the  utmostconfidcnce,  on  the  terms  proposed  to  them,. 
The  congress  on  the  30th  of  December,  ratified  Wayne's  agree- 
ment. On  the  1 1th  of  July  Savannah  was  evacuated,  and  the 
Americans  imm.ediately  took  pos-session  of  it.  I'he  works  and. 
towns  were  left  perfect;  for  which  the  inhabitants  are  indebted 
to  that  worthy  and  humane  officer  brigadier  general  Clarke. 

Gen.  Leslie,  under  the  sanction  of  the  resolution  taken  by  the 
British  administration,  proposed  to  gen,  Greene  a  cessation  of 
ihostilities,  which  was  declined  by  the  latter  for  want  of  instructions 
from  congress  on  the  subject.  However  nothing  of  consequence 
was  attempted  on  either  side.  AVhen  the  evacuation  of  Charles- 
^n  was  proposed,  the  nicvchunts  who  rvve  with  the  Britislr; 
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were  in  a  most  disagreeable  predicament.    They  had  entered  in* 
to  extensive  commercial  engagements.     Those  of  their  debtors, 
v/ho  were  without  the  lines,  were  not  subject  to  their  jurisdiction  ; 
Jhose  who  were  within  were  unable  to  pay.     Environed  with 
difficulties,  and  threatened  with  bankruptcy  should  they  leave 
the  state  along  with  the  garrison,  they  applied  to  gen.  Leshefor^ 
leave  to  negociate  for  tliemselvcs.     A  dcpctalion  of  the  body 
V/aited  on  gov.  Mattliews,  and  obtained  from  him  permission  to 
reside  in  South-Carolina  for  eighteen  months  after  the  evacua*. 
ti^,  with  the  full  liberty  of  disposing  of  their  stock  of  goods  on 
hand,  and  of  collecting  the  debts  already  due  to  them.     Aft€^ 
general  orders  had  announced  the  design  oi  evacuating  Charles* 
ton,  Leslie  VvTote  to  Greene  [Aug.  Ij.j  offering  full  payment  for 
rice  and  other  provision  to  be  sent  into  the  town  ;  at  the  same 
time  he  threatened,  that  if  it  was   not  granted  for  money,  it 
should  be  taken  by  force  without  compensation.     But  as  it  was 
apprehended  the  British  meant  to  procure  large  supplies  for  the 
transferring  of  the  war  to  the  French  West-India  islands,  the 
Americans  could  not  upon  any  consideration  assent  to  the  advan- 
tageous oilers  of  Leslie.     Every  effort  was  made  by  Greene  and 
Matthews  to  restrain  tlie  intercourse  between  towiv  and  country 
on  private  account,  though  th6  wants  of  the  American  army 
made  a  small  deviation  necessary.     LesJe,  finding  it  impossible 
ito  purchase,  sent  out  parties  to  seize  provisions  near  the  difFier* 
ent  landings,  and  to  bring  them  by  water  to  Charleston.     This 
was  effected  in  some  instances  before  the  Americans  could  be 
collected  in  sufficient  force  for  the  defence  of  their  property  ; 
though  a  colonel  (aniimerican)  in  the  British  aruiy  had  been  for 
some  months  past  employed,  in  sending  the  earliest  intelligence, 
from  time  to  time,  of  all  the  military  operations,  which  the  Bri;- 
tish  concerted  to  the  prejudice  of  the  L^nited  States,  or  any  part 
thereof.     He  is  to  continue  with  the  British  army  until  the  close 
of  the  war.     On  his  faithfully  performing  this  secret  service,  and 
as  a  reward  for  his  treacherous  duplicity,  gen.  Greene  is  to  use 
all  his  influence  with  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  to  restore  hiia 
to  his  fortunes,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen.  Should, 
the  state  refuse  to  restore  him,  the  general  is  to  recommend  his 
case  to  congress  for  such  compensation  as  they  may  think  his 
services  claim. 

One  of  the  largest  parties  ordered  out  was  sent  to  Combahce 
ferry,  where  they  arrived  on  the  25th  of  August.  Brigadier  GisC, 
with  about  300  cavalry  and  infantry,  of  the  continental  ar*- 
iTjy,  was  detached  to  oppose  them.  Me  succeeded  so  far  as  to 
capiure  one  of  tlicir  scliooncr??,  and  in  a  degree  to  frustrate  their 
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"designs.  Lieut,  col.  T.aiircns,  thoiigli  he  liad  boon  rnniin(:!(1  for 
seveniUlavs  iniincdialcly  preceding-,  on  hearing;  oftlic  expedition, 
rose  and  followed  Gist.  When  tlie  British  ^md  Amciici.'n  detach- 
ments approached  within  a  few  miles  of  each  otiicr,  Laurens  be- 
ing in  advance:;  with  a  small  party  ot  regulars  and  militia,  engaged 
With  a  much  superior  (owe,  in  «:xpcrtation  of  support  from  the? 
ni.iin  body  in  his  rear.  In  the  raidst  of  Jiis  brave  exertions,  he* 
I'eceived  a  mortal  wound,  ^'  'lliis  voung  gentleman  was  sent 
'Over  to  JMigland  for  his  education,  wliere  he  cndcareil  himself  tt) 
■dW  who  knew  him,  by  his  abilities  and  affectionate  temper,  la 
the  b.^gimiing  of  1777,  he  joined  the  American  armv,  and-froni 
that  time  was  foremost  in  every  danger.  Me  was  present  and 
•divStinguighed  Jiimself  in  every  action  of  tiie  army  under  .•geri. 
WaNiiington.,  and  was  aiDong  the  foremost  that  entered  the  Bri- 
tish lines  at  York-Town,  -'i^hose -who  were  i-ntimy'ely  acquaint- 
ed with  him,  will  rank  his  martial  nuaiities,  -by  which  he  was 
•ehieiiy  known,  as  lowest  in  the  catalogue  of  bis  virtues.  They 
will  lament  the  untimely  loss  of  a  clear  discerning  mind,  tliat 
united  the  solid  pow>ers  of  the  understanding  v/ithintiexible  in- 
-tegiity.  In  him  the  country  lias  lost  one  of  its  noblest  and  most 
tisefui  eiti'/ens;  his  fatherthekindest  and  fiiost affectionate  friend; 
•and  all  the  wretched,  a  generous  and  disinterested  patron. "f 

When  the  long  expected  evacuation  of  Charleston  drew  nigh, 
tlic  inhabitants  of  the  state  apprended  that  the  Critish  army,  oa 
iis  departure,  would  carry  off  with  them  some  thoui>*!fds  of  ne-^ 
igjroes  who  were  witb.in  their  lines.  To  prevent  it  governor  Mat- 
ilhews.  wrote  to  general  Leslie,  August  the  17tii,  and  informed 
birn,  "  that  if  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  South-Carolina 
wasearried  off  by  the  British  army,  be  should  seize  on  the  debts 
jdue  tv>  tive  British  merchants,  and  to  theconllscated  estates,  and 
the  claims  on  those  estates  by  marria:;e  settlements,  which  three 
articles  were  not  included  in  the  confiscation  act-''  General 
'Leshe  .proposed  a  negociation  for  securing  the  property  of  botli 
fparties.  Commissioners  were  appointed  on  bchait  both  of  the 
•state  and  the  royalists;  who  on  tr.e  Krai  of  October  ratified  a 
■compact  on  :he  subject,  of  which  the  following  was  a  principal 

^  •;{*  This  character  Is  taken  fr®m  an  American  publTatJan.  The  American 
■frommandet  in  chief  being  aA:e(l  whether  it  wa^  juit,  ara'wered—'' Such  parts  of 
the  drawing  as  have  failed  under  my  ovvn  o'oscivations,  are  literally  Jo;  and  it 
18  my  iirm  belief  his  merita  arnJ  wonh  riuhlv  eniitle  hi:n  to  the  whole  picture. 
No  man  poilcfied  more  or  thi  "Amor  Fnilit.'*  In  a  word,  he  had  not  a  fault 
that  I  could  dilcover,  unlcls  intrepidity  bordering  on  raihtufj,  could  com?  tin- 
ker that  denomination.     And  this  he  w^u  excited  to  hy  ihc  purell  motives.'! 

Vo-...  Ul  R  ••  article.  • 
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articie.  All  the  slaves  of  the  citizens  of  South-Carolina,  no# 
in  the  power  of  gen.  Leslie,  shall  be  restored  to  their  formes 
owners,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  except  such  slaves  as  may  have 
rendered  themselves  particularly  obnoxious  on  account  of  their 
iittachmesit  and  services  to  the  Bi'itisli  troops,  and  such  as  had 
specific  promises  of  freedom."  A  consideration  for  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  article,  was  made  in  others,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  royalists.  Great  were  the  expectations  of  the  inhabitants, 
as  to  their  soon  obtaining  the  re-possession  of  their  property ; 
but  the  compact  was  so  far  evaded  as  to  be  in  a  great  measure 
ineffectual  for  the  end  proposed. 

The  evacuation,  though  officially  announced  by  general  Leslie 
on  the  7th  of  August,  as  a  measure  soon  to  be  adopted,  did  not 
take  place  till  the  14th  of  December,  when  the  British  troops 
completed  their  embarkation.  Gen.  Wayne,  with  the  legion 
and  light-infantry,  had  been  before  their  works  for  several  days^ 
by  order  of  gen.  Greene.  It  was  hinted  to  him  from  gen.  Lesiie,^ 
through  a  certain  medium,  that  if  they  were  permitted  to  em^ 
bark  without  interruption,  every  care  should  be  taken  for  the 
preservation  of  the  town.  Wayne  was  directed  to  accede  to  the 
proposal,  the  British  also  agreeing  not  to  fire  upon  the  town  af- 
ter getting  on  board.  The  conditions  being  fully  understood  hj 
both  parties,  Charleston  was  evacuated  and  possessed  without 
the  least  confusion ,  the  American  advance  following  close  oa 
the  British  rear.  The  governor  was  conducted  into  his  capitaj 
tiie  same  day,  the  civil  police  established  the  day  following,  and 
on  the  third,  the  town  was  opened  for  business..  On  tlie  llth 
tiie  British  crossed  the  bar  and  went  to  sea. 

Thus  congress  have  recovered  the  complete  possession  of  aR 
the  southern  states.  The  struggle  has  been  long  and  severe  i 
but  when  it  is  considered  that  the  British  had  upw^ard  of  eighteen 
thousand  regular  troops,  beside  several  thousand  militia  and  ne- 
groes employed  for  their  reduction,  it  must  appear  that  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Americaa  southern  army  has  been  no  less  honora-' 
ble  than  important. 

Several  detached  articles  remain  to  be  mentioned^ 

A  gentleman  of  Philadelphia  has  favored  me  with  the  follow- 
ingo  "At  ten  o'clock  on  Wednesday  evening,  October  2,  m^or 
gen.  Lee  died,  after  being  confined  to  his  bed  from  the  evening 
<of  the  preceding  Friday.  His  disorder  was  a  defluxion  on  the 
lungs,  of  three  months  standing,  which  produced  something 
like  a  spurious  intiamation  of  the  lungs,  accompanied  with  aa 
epidemic  remitting  fever.  The  character  of  this  person  is  full  of 
absurdities  and  quafities  of  a  most  extraordinary  nature.  His  un- 
4^ii.t3iulin3;  Yvus  great,  his  memory  cap^ciousj  and  his  fancy  bril^ 
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iiant     His  mind  was  sloved  with  a  variety  of  knowledge,  whiolt 
he  collected  from  books,  conversation  iind  travels.  He  had  beca 
in  most  European  countries.    He  was  a  conett  and  elegant  classi- 
L'al  scholar;  and  both  wrote  and  spoke  iiis  native  language,  with 
perspicuity,  force  and  beauty.    From  these  circumstances  he  was; 
at  times,  a  most  agreeable  and  instructive  companion.     His  tem- 
per vvas  naturally  sour  and  severe.     He  was  seldom  se-cn  to  laugb.^ 
and  scarcely  to  smile.     TJie  liistory  of  Ixis  life  is  little  else,  ihari 
the  history  of  disputes,  quarrels  and  duels,  in,  every  part  of  the 
world.     He  was  vindictive  to  his  cnemier.     His  avarice  had  no 
bounds.     He  never  went  into  a  public  and  seldom  into  a  private 
liouse,  wJierc  he  did  not  discover  some  marks  of  ineffable  and 
cotemptiblc  meanness.^    He  grudged  the  expence  of  a  nurse  \a 
ius  last  illness,  and  died  iii.a  small  dirty  roojirin  the  Philadelphia 
tavern  called  the  Ganastoga-wiiggoa:  (designed  chiefly  for  the 
^entertainment  and  accommodation  of  common  country  men)  at- 
tended by  no  one  but  a  French  servant,  and  Mr.  Oswald  theprin-- 
>ter,  who  once  served  as  an  officer  under  hirrL.  lie  was  both  impi^ 
ous  and  profane..    la  his  prnnciples  he.  was  not  only  an  infidel, 
but  he  was  very  hostile  to  e\^ry  attribute  of  the  Deity.  His  mo- 
arals  were  exceedingly  debauched.  His  manners  were  rude,  part- 
ly from  nature  and  partly  from  affectation.     His   appetite  was  so 
whimsical  as  to  what  he.  eat  and  drank,  that  he  was  at  all  times, 
<andin  all  places,,  a  most  troublesome  and  disagreeable  guest.  He 
.liad  been  br<;d.to  arms  from  his  youth  ;  and  served  as  lieuL  colo- 
nel among  the  Britishy  as  colonel  among  the  Portuguese,  and  iif- 
terward  as  aid-de-camp  to  his  Polish  majesty,  with  the  rank  of 
major-general.  Upon  tlic  American  continent's  being  forced  in- 
to, a.rms  for  the  preservation  of  her.  liberties^  he  was  called  forth 
fey  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  elected  to  the  rank,  of  third  in 
•command  of  their  forces.     He  had  -odiausted  every  valuable 
ti'eatisc,  bolh  ancient  and  modern,  on  the  military  art.  His  judg-. 
inent  in  war  was  generally  sound. — He  vvas  extremely  uaeful  to 
tthe  Americans  in  the  beginning  of  tlic  revolution,  by  inspiring 
them  with  militarv  ideas,  and  a  contempt  for  British  disciplinjc 
and  valor.     It  is  difficult  to  say,  v/hether  the  active  and  useful 
part  he  took  in  the  contest,  arose  from  pe.rsonal  resentment  against 
the  king  of  Great-Britain,  or  from  a  regard  to  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica,    It  is  certain  he  reprobated  the  French  alliance  and  re- 
publican forms  of  government,  after  he  retired  from  the  Ameri- 
t^an.service.     He  was,  intheiicld,  brave  in  the  highest  degre^^  ; 
^nd  with  all  his  faults  and  oddities  was  beloved  by  his  officers  and 
soldiers.     He  was  devoid  of  prudence,  and  used  to  call  it  a  ras- 
Kdlif  -virtue,    iiis  parti^Uity  to  duo;s  was  too  renisrkabie  not  to  be 
^^'  .roentionei 
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inentioned  in  bis  character.  Two  or  three  of  these  aiinimals  fol- 
lowed him  geneially  wherever  he  went.  When  congress  coh^ 
iirmed  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial,  suspending  him  fur  I'M 
months,  he  pointed  to  his  dog  and  exclaimed,  ''(J  !  that  I  was 
that  animal,  that  I  might  not  call  man  my  brother." — Two- vir- 
tues he  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree,  viz.  sincerity  and  vera- 
city. He  was  never  known  to  deceive  or  desert  a  friend,  and  he. 
was  a  stranger  to  equivocationj  even  where  his  safety  or  charac-*- 
ter  were  at  stake." 

A  disposition  to  misrepresent  and  blacken  the  Indians,^in  order 
to  justifv,  or  palliate  the  practice  of  cruel  measures  toward  them^ 
lias  particularly  appeared  in  the  case  of  the  Moravian  Ind^anSy 
settled  on  the  Muskmgum,  a  branch  of  the  Ohio  ;  who  early  in 
the  last  spring  suffered  deeply  on  account  of  what  they  thought, 
the  peaceable  spirit  of  the  gospel  required  them.  I'he  fot  ga- 
thering of  those  Indians  into  a  degree  of  civil  and  religious  order, 
ttvas  about  30  years  ago.  The  place  of  their  residence  was  thea 
at  Whihaloosing,  on  the  Susquehanna,  about  200  miles  from  Phi- 
ladelphia. In  a  visit  to  that  city,  about  the  year  1756,  when  the 
province  was  distressed  by  the  Indian  war,  they  declared  theii' 
particular  disapprobation  of  war,  and  fixed  resolution  to  take  no 
part  tlierein  j  apprehending  it  to  be  dispieasir.g  to  the  Great  fic^ 
ing,  who,  as  one  of  them  expressed  it,  did  not  make  men  to  d-^stroy^ 
men,  but  to  love  and  assist  each  other.  About  1  '5  years  past,  these- 
Indians  meeting  with  difficulty,  from  an  increase  of  white  settlers. 
iiearthen},by  which spirituousliquors  were  broughttotheir  towns^ 
removed  to  the  Muskingum  \  and  were  accompanied  by  some  of 
ihe  Moravians,  who  h.ave  long  resided  among  them.,  carefully  at- 
tended both  to  their  civil  and  religious  concerns,  and  never  left 
them  in  the  times  of  their  greatest  danger  and  difficulty.  These 
Indians  refused  to  take  any  part  in  the  present  war  ;  notwith- 
s-tanding  repeated  abuses  on  that  account  from  other  tribes,  par- 
iticularly  thoi.e  parties  which  passed  through  their  towns,  in  their 
^vay  to  the  American  frontiers,  whom  they  sometimes  dissuaded 
Irom  iheir  hostile  intentions,  and  picvaiied  upon  to  go^back  it- 
gain.  They  also  v/arned  the  inhabitants  of  their  danger.  This 
conduct  being  considered  as  obstructive  to  the  hostile  proceedings 
of  the  tribes  at  war,  was  at  length  made  the  plea  for  carrying, 
them  off.  In  the  beginning  of  August,  1781,  the  chi/jf  of  the 
Wyondats  arrived  with  220 warriors;  and  acquainted  them,  tha£. 
they  were  come  to  take  them  away,  rendering  forareaion,  thafe 
i^hexj  were  a  great  obstruction  to  them  in  their  war-path.  The 
Wyondats,  after  committing  many  outrages,  about  the  beginning 
tit  Scpiembev  forced  them  from  their  three  towns,  in  all  bctweea 
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3  and  400  persons.  After  a  tedious  journey  in  the  wilderness, 
they  arrived  at  a  branch  oi"  Sandusky  creek,  where  tiie  body  of 
them  were  ordered  to  remain.  Some  of  Ihcir  principal  men  were 
sent  to  the  British  conimundcr  at  Fort  Detroit,  who  conrinended 
them  as  a  peaceable  people,  and  exhorted  them  to  remain  such  ; 
but  added,  that  many  complaints  had  been  made  of  them,  and 
that  they  had  given  intelligence  i^}  his  enemies,  Vvhcrclorc  he 
had  sent  for  them.  He  said,  that  his  instructions  had  been  ex- 
ceededJn  the  ill  treatment  they  had  received,  and  that  Jie  would 
provide  for  them.  Thus  the  matlet  rested  till  the  spring  of  nS2, 
wbenxthese  Moravian  liidians  iinding  corn  scarce  and  dear  at 
Sandusky,  desired  liberty  to  return  to  their  settlements,  to  fetch 
some  of  their  corn,  of  which  tliey  had  left  about  200  acres 
standing.  When  it  was  granted,  many  of  them  went,  among 
whom  w^erc  several  widows  with  their  children. 

When  the  people  at  and  about  the  Monongahela  understood 
that  a  number  of  Indians  was  at  the  Moravian  towns,  they  gave 
out,  that  the  intentions  of  those  people  were  to  fall  upon  the  back 
inhabitants,  which  ought  to  be  prevented.  Upon  this  about  16G 
men  got  together,  and  swimming  their  horses  over  the  Ohio, 
came  suddenly  upon  the  chief  Moravian  town.  The  first  person 
•who  appeared,  they  shot  at  and  wounded,  when  coming  up  to  him 
they  found  he  was  an  half  Indian,  son  to  one  of  the  Moravians 
by  an  Indian  woman,  who  had  been  regularly  married.  They  kil- 
led and  scalped  him  and  proceeded  to  the  town.  The  Indians  who 
were  mostly  in  the  fields  pulling  corn,  did  not  ran  off  as  they^ 
might,  had  they  been  conscious  of  any  ofFence  ;  hut  came  of 
their  own  accord  into  the  town,  at  tlie  call  of  the  white  people, 
who  at  first  expressed  friendship  to  them,  and  soon  after  violently 
seized  and  bound  them.  The  Indians  who  assist  the  missionaries 
in  keeping  good  order  amongthcir people,  and  upon  occasion  g^MO 
public  exhortations,  are  called  Helpers.  Blvc  of  the  most  respec- 
table of  these,  and  other  Indians,  exhorted  the  younger  to  submis- 
sio-n  and  patience  ;  telling  them,  that  they  thought  their  troubles 
in  this  world  w^ould  soon  be  at  an  end,  and  they  would  be  with 
their  Saviour.  I'hey  then  sung  and  prayed  together,  till  they 
were  led  out  one  after  another,  and  inhumanly  slaughtered  ;  'first 
the  men  and  then  the  women.  Two  boys,  whomade  theirescape, 
related  these  particulars.  One  of  tire m  lay  in  the  heap  of  the 
dead,  in  a  house,  and  was  scalped  ;  but  recovering  his  senses,  es^ 
caped.  The  other  hid  himself  under  the  floor  ;  was  an  eye-wit- 
ness ot  this  tragic  scene  ;  and  saw  the  blood  of  the  slain  running 
in  a  stream.  These  Indians,  before 'they  were  bound,  were  sci 
sensible  of  their  uvvii  iunocciice,  that  ihey  informed  the  white 

people 
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people,  that  more  of  their  brethren  were  at  another  town,  wh© 
in  like  manner  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  barbaritvof  the  whites.  The 
dead  bodies  were  afterward  burned  with  the  houses.  Before 
their  deatli,  they  were  obliged  to  show  in  what  part  of  the  woods 
they  had  concealed  their  effects,  when  the  Wyondats  tookthein 
away.  Those  of  the  third  town  having  same  intelligence  of  what 
passed,  mad^  their  escape.  This  is  a  summary  of  the  dreadful 
transaction,  as  giv-cn  by  the  principal  leader  of  those  that  remain^ 
The  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  April  says  of  tliese  white  savages— 
**  that  they'kiilcd  upward  of  90  (but  a  few  making  their  escape) 
about  40  of  which  were  warriors,  the  rest  old  women  and  chil- 
dren. About  80  horses  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  whites,  whicli 
they  loaded  with  the  plunder,  the  greatest  part  furs  and  skins/* 
It  v^^as  for  the  sake  of  the  plunder  that  the  Indians  wexe  killed. 
It  is  alledged,  in  vindication  of  this  deliberate  massacre,  thaX 
40  of  these  Indians  were  warriors  preparing  to  attack  the  Ame- 
aican  fi'on tiers  :  but  this  assertion  contradicts  itself ;  ^or  had. st 
been  the  case^  ihey  would  not  have  brought  their  v/ives,  with 
ihe  widows,  and  34  children,  who  were  slain  with  them  ;  nor 
would  they  have  suffered  themselves  to  he  thus  slaughtered  with- 
out nmking  the  least  resistance,  or  kilhng  even  one  of  thek 
murderers. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  these  Indians,  about  500  men,  proba- 
bly encouraged  by  this  easy  conquest,  and  in  hope  of  plundcu, 
assembled  at  the  Old  Mingos  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ohio ;  and 
being  equipped  on  horseback,  set  out  for  Sandusky,  where  the 
remaining  part  of  the  Moravian  Indians  resided,  in  order  to  de- 
stroy that  settlement,  and  other  Indian  towns  in  those  parts ;  Uut 
the  Wyondats,  and  other  Indians,  having  some  knowledge^ 
Iheir  approach,  and  being  enraged  at  the  massacre,  met  thena 
near  Sandusky,  when  an  engagement  ensued,  in  which  some  of 
the  white  people  were  killed,  and  several  taken  prisoners,  among 
svhom  was  the  commander,  col.  Crawford,  and  his  son-in-law. 
The  colonel  they  burnt  to  death  in  a  most  cruel  manner  ;  th« 
other,  with  more  prisoners,  they  tomahawked.  The  cruelty  ex- 
ercised on  the  colon-el  and  the  death  of  the  prisoners^  was  un- 
doubtedly owing  in  the  main  to  the  murder  of  the  peaceable 
Moravian  Indians.* 

General  Washington,  in  August,  established  horiorary  badges 
of  distinction,  to  be  conferred  on  the  non-commissioned  oiheei^ 

*  The  above  account  i«  extracted  from  fome  Gbfervationg  on  the  fiHiatlotJ* 
difpofition  and  character  of  the  Indian  natives  on  th«  American  continent,  by 
that  late  moft  excellent  philanthropift  of  the  quakerperfuafion,  Anthony  Ben- 
tzet,  of  Philadelphia.  The  American  papers  told  a  different  fiory,  fuch  a 
^H  c^lcu^ied  to  exculpate  their  owfi  p«opU< 
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and  soldiers  of  the  arnw,  who  liad  served  tlirce  ycai-s  with 
tjravcry,  fidelity  and  good  conduct;  and  upon  every  one  who  ha  J 
or  should  perform  any  sin|nilarly  niciitoriou5  acliuii.  The  can- 
didate for  tlic  reward  annexed  to  sucli  action,  was  to  set  fortli 
tlje  particular  fact  to  the  commander  in  cliiet",  accompanied  vvltli 
incontestihle  proof.  Upon  jm  anting  it,  the  name  and  regiment  of 
tiie  person,  with  the  action  so  certilied,  were  to  be  enrolled  in 
a  book  of  vurit,  kept  in  the  orderly  ofhve.  Men  who  have  mc- 
ii'.tcd  the  last  distinction,,  are  to  be  suffered  to  pass  all  guards  and 
sentinels,  which  a  non-commissioned  officsv  is-  suffered  t(j  pass. 
Military  operations  being  suspended,  the  opportunity  has.  beerj 
improved  for  pcifccting  the  discipline  of  the  army. 

The  court  of  Versailles  ordered  that  the  corps  under  count  de 
Rochambcau  should  go  to  the  West-Indies,  in  case  \1\q  evacua- 
tion of  N.ew-York  or  Charleston  should  take  place.  \\\  expec- 
tation that  the  latter  v/ould  happen,  the  French  legion  marchcii 
from  Richmond  in  Virginia,,  and  th<i  iTcnch  army  uiKJer  tlie 
count  from  V/illiamsburgh,.  to  the  northward^  in  the  beginning 
of  July.  Toward  the  last  of  October,  they  p^-cceeded  to  the 
eastern  states  under  the  pretext  of  taking  winter  quarters  there  ; 
but  in  fact  with  the  design  of  embarking  on  board  the  French 
squadron  of  15  sail  of  the  line  and  4  frigates  (which  arrived  un- 
der the  command  of  the  man^uis  de  Vandreuil  in  the  lower  liar- 
bor  of  Boston,  on  the  10th  of  August)  whenever  the  evacuation, 
on  which  the  ultimate  movenient  depeaded,  sliould  be  sufficient- 
ly ascertained. 

When  Rochambeau  was  about  leaving  Williamsburgh,  the  cit3r 
and  corporation  presented  him  with  a  polite  and  affectionate  ad- 
dress. His  answer  closed  with — "  I  feel  an  additional  satisfac- 
tion m  having  fought  in  Virginia,,  under  the  auspices  of  a  Vir- 
ginia general,  v;hose  glory,  equally  celebrated  in  both  hemis- 
pheres, shines  with  particular  lustre  in  hit-  native  countrv."  'I'he 
count  arrived  sX  gen.  Washington's  head-quarters  on  the  14tli 
of  September.  Sooh  after,  the  French  aimv  joined,  the  Ameri- 
can ;  and  was  reviewed  by  tl^e  commander  in  chief  on  the  20th.. 
Affection,  esteem,  and  cordiality,  were  equally  visible  in  the 
countenances  of  the  French  officers  and  of  the  Americans.  The 
four  divisions  of  the  French  army  ariived  at  Boston  in  the  first 
week  of  December,  inidertlie  command  of  the  Baron  Viomenii, 
who  is  ordered  lo  the  West-Indies  instead  of  count  de  Rocham- 
beau: the  count  letarns  to  France.  On  the  11th,  gov.  Han- 
cock and  the  council  gave  a  public  dinner  to  the  general  and  field 
©fficevs,  tlie  marquis  de  Vandreuil  and  the  principal  officers  in 
the  fleet.     Tiic  Magnisiquc.  aTlgjin  .^hip.  owk  i.>f  the  fleet,  ha;- 
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ing  been  I^ist  by  acci<3ent  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  Congress^ 
desirous  of  testifying  the  sense  they  entertained  of  iiis  most 
Christian  hiajesty's  generous  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  resolved  on  the  3d  of  September,  to  present  the  America^ 
a  74  gun  ship,  to  the  Cljevalicr  de  la  Luzerne  for  the  serviee  o|" 
the  French  king.  'I'he  fleet  sailed  with  the  army,  on  the  29th 
of  December. 

On  the  20lh  of  December,  the  celebrated  Charleston  frigate, 
commanded  by  capt.  Joiner,  and  (according  to  the  New-York 
account)  carrying  28  forty-two  pounders  mounted  on  her  main 
deck,  and  on  the  quarter  deck-and  forecastle  12  twelve  pounds 
crs,  and  450  men,  was  taken  by  the  British  Quebec  of  32  guns, 
and  Diomcde  of  44,  after  a  chase  of  13  hours  and  a  half  from 
off"  the  Delaware. 

The  demand  for  bibles  being  great  and  the  price  high,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  war,  Mr.  Aitken,  a  printer  at  Philadelphia^  uft- 
dertook  and  finished  an  American  edition  of  the  holy  scriptures 
in  English,  the  first  of  the  kind.  Congress,  on  the  first  of  last 
September,  recommended  it  to  their  two  chaplains  (the  Rev. 
Dr.  White,*  an  episcopalian,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duffield,  a  pres- 
byterian)  to  examine  the  execution  of  the  work,  and  if  approv- 
ed, to  give  it  the  sanction  of  their  judgment  and  weight  of  their 
recommendation.  They  reported  in  favor  of  it,  that  they  were 
of  opinion  that  it  was  executed  with  great  accuracy  as  to  the 
sense,  and  with  as  few  grammatical  and  typograpliical  errors  as 
could  be  expected  in  a  work  of  such  magnitude.  Whereupon 
Congress  passed  a  resolve  on  the  12th  of  September,  highly  ap- 
proving the  pious  and  laudable  undertaking  of  Mr.  Aitken,  and 
recommending  his  edition  of  the  Bible  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  Notwithstanding  this  recommendation,  should 
the  war  close  in  a  short  time,  imported  bibles  will  be  sold  so 
-jiiuch  cheaper,  and  on  that  account  be  so  universally  bought, 
that  Mr.  Aitken  will  be  a  considerable  loser  by  the  great  expence 
which  necessarily  attended  his  undertaking. 

This  tov/n  of  Roxbury  has  given  each  of  the  three  years  men 
whom  they  enlisted  for  the  army  in  llSi  and  n82,  a  bounty  of 
not  less  than  fifty-six  pounds  five  shillings  sterling,  hard  money, 
'i  he  bounties  given  by  the  towns  in  the  iVIassachusetts  for  similar 
purposes  for  the  last  of  these  years,  vvill  average  c£.  64  4s.  9d. 
sterling  in  cash,  on  every  such  recruit.  The  enormitv  of  the 
sum  has  proved  a  heavy  burden  to  numbers  who  have  shared  in 
the  expence. 

*  Since  ordained  a  bifhop  accordir^:  to  tiic  rites,  and  by  the  hands  of  the 
b'Hiops,  Qt  th:  church  ot  ErgUnd. 
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Par  is,  Dcc-niibcr  ':..y   i'-^j, 
Eriend  G. 

THE  Dutch  licet  having  returned  to  the  Texel,  mid  the  RrU 
tish  convoy  tVom  the  j:5altic  being  out  of  danger,  the  ^hips 
sent  to  the  Downs  to  attend  the  moti-.ns  of  the  Dutch,  return- 
ed to  acconipany  the  British  fleet  in  their  expedition  to  Gibr^!- 
iar.  Upon  the  junction  [Sept.  ][.]  lord  Howe  sniied  from 
I'ortsmouth,  with  33  ships  of  the  line,  several  frigates  and  fire- 
ships,  a  ileetof  transports,  victuallers  and  store-ships,  with  a  bo- 
dy of  troops  on  board,  for  the  relief  of  the  garrison,  lie  was 
-ccompanied  by  adniiraU  Bairington,  Milbank,  Hood,  and 
Nir  R.  Hughes,  by  commodore  Hotham,  and  an  able,  brave  set 
of  naval  oificers. 

After  the  reduction  o'(  Minorca,  the  duke  dc  Crillon  was  ap- 
pointed captain-general  of  ihe  Span.ish  forces,  aiid  was  desrincd 
to  attempt  the  recovery  of  Gibraltar.  No  mean  was  neglected 
nor  expencc  spared  to  insure  success.  Ambition,  honor,  pride, 
revenge,  all  united  in  urging  to  the  utmost  exertions  for  the  con- 
quest -oi  the  place,;  and  as  all  former  ones  had  failed,  the  inven- 
tion and  application  of  such  as  were  new  became  necessary.  The 
'Chevalier  D'Arcon,  a  French  engineer,  was  confided  in  as  being 
equal  to  the  service.  A  plan  had  been  proposed  by  him  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  preceding  year.  The  preparations,  though  vast.» 
and  extremely  expensive,  were  nearly  completed  ;  and  the  re- 
duction of  the  place  was  not  only  .deem,ed  certain,  but  the  pow- 
ers to  be  used  were  so  prodigious  a'nd  formidable,  that  little  less 
than  the  annihilation  of  the  fortress  was  expected  to  be  the  con- 
sequence of  any  great  obstinacy  of  defence  in  the  garrison.  The 
plan  of  the  chevalier  was  to  construct,  from  stiips,  floating  bat- 
teries that  could  not  be  sunk  or  fired.  They  were  to  be  scoured 
from  sinking  by  the  extraordinary  thickness  of  timber  with  which 
their  keels  and  bottoms  were  to  be  fortified  ;  and  whicii  was  ti> 
>rerTd,er  theni  proof,  in  that  respect,  against  all  external  or  inter- 
nal violence.  They  w^re  to.be  defended  from  being  hired  by 
having  their  sides  secured  with  a  strong  vv-ill,  composed  of  tim- 
ber and  coik,  long  soaked  in  water,  and  including  between  them 
a  large  body  of  wet  sand;  the  whole  of  such  a  thickness  that 
no  cannon  ball  should  penetrate  within  two  feet  of  the  inner  par- 
tition. A  constant  supply  of  water  was  to  keep  the  parts  exposed 
to  lire,  always  wee ;  aiid  the  cork  was  to  act  as  a  sponge  ia  re- 
taining the  moisture, 
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Ten  great  sl:ips,  from  GOO  to  1 400  tons  burden,  were  cut  down- 
to  the  state  required  by  -the  plan,  nnd  i!00,000  iyet  or  tiiii- 
ber  worked  into  their  eoristruttion.  To  protect  them  from  bombs, 
and  the  men  frosn  grape  or  descending  shot,  a  hanging  roof 
was  contrived,  to  bs  worked  up  and  down  by  g-prings,  at  plea- 
sure. The  roof  was  made  of  a  strong  rope-work  netting,  laid 
over  with  a  thick  covenng  of  wet  hides  ;  its  sloping  position  was 
calculated  to  prevent  the  shells  from  lodging,,  and  to  throw  them 
off  into  the  sea  before  they  could  take  effect.  I'he  batteries 
were  covered  with  new  brass  cannons  of  great  weight;  and 
about  half  the  number  of  spare  guns,  of  the  same  kind,  were 
kept  ready,,  instantly  to  supply  the  place  of  those  which  might 
be  over-heated  or  otherwise  disabled.  That  the  iire  of  these  guns- 
might  be  the  more  instantaneous  and  effective,  the  chevalier  had 
contrived  a  kind  of  match  by  which  all  the  guns  on  the  battery 
v.^ere  to  go  off  together.  Red  hot  shot  from  the  fortress  was 
what  the  Spaniards  most  dreaded.  To  restrain  its  effect,  there 
was  a  contrivance  for  communicating  water  in  every  direction. 
A  great  variety  of  pipes  and  canals  perforated  all  the  solid  workr 
manship  in  auch  a^iianner  that  a  continued  succession  of  water 
was  to  be  conveyed  to  every  part  of  the  vessels;  a  number  of 
pumps  being  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  an  unlimited  supply.  By 
this  mean  it  was  expected  that  the  red  hot  shot  would  operate 
to  the  remedy  of  its  own  mischief,  and  procure  its  immicdiate 
extinction  by  cutting  through  the  pipes. 

The  preparation  was  enormous  in  other  respects.  About  120O 
pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  had  been  brought  to  the  spot,  for  the 
srumerous  intended  purposes  of  attack  by  sea  and  land.  The 
quantities  of  every  kind  of  military  stores  v.'ere  immense,  'llie 
gun-powdci*  only,  is  said  to  have  exceeded  83,000  barrels.  Forty 
gun-boats,  with  lieavy  artillery,  as  many  bomb-boats,  with  13 
inch  mortarsj.  beside  a  large  floating  battery  and  five  bomb- 
ketches  on  the  usual  construction,  were  appointed  to  second  the 
efforts  of  the  great  battering  vessels.  Nearly  ail  the  frigates  and 
smaller  armed  vessels  of  the  kingdom  were  assemibled,  to  afford 
such  aid  as  they  might  be  capable  of;  and  between  2  and  300 
large  boats  were'collccted,.  which,  with  those  already  in  the  vi- 
cinity, were  to  minister  to  the  fighting  vessels  during  action,  and 
to  land  troops  as  soon  as  the  fortress  was  dismantled.  The  com- 
bined tieets  of  France  and  Spain,  amounting  to  about  50  ships  of 
the  line,  were  to  cover  and  support  the  attack,  while  they 
heightened  the  terrors  and  magnihcencc  of  tlic  scene. 

'I'he  preparations  by  land  were  no  less  considerable.  Twelve 
thousand  French  troops  joined  the  Spaniard'^,  The  duke  de  Cril- 
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.|e!Mvas  assisted  by  p.- number  of  the  best  ofiiccis  of  both  counlrie^, 
»iid  pavticulaily  of  the  best  cngintjers  and  aitillerists  of  hiscvii. 
The  feline  of  these  extraordinary  preparations  drew  volunteers 
ftoni  every  part  of  Kurope  to  the  eair.p  before  Gibraltar  ;  and 
KOi  only  the  nobility- of  Spuin,  but  of  other  countries  assembled^ 
either  to  display  their  valor,  or  to  gratify  curiosity  in  beholding- 
such  a  naval  and  military  spectacle,  as  had  scarcely  been  before 
exhibited.    The  Count  deArtois,  the  French  king's  brother,  and 
his  cousin- the  Duke  dc  Bouibon,  sccmod  eager  to  imniortalize 
their  names  by  partaking  in  the  glory  of  recovering  Gibraltar  tO' 
tiic  crown  of  then-  kinsnian  and  al!y,     ''Ihciv  arrival  increased 
the  splendor  of  the  scene  \  and  aiiord-ed  an  opportunity  for  the 
'display  of  that  politeness^  and  the  exercise  of  tiiose  civiiilies;  Iv/ 
whiclithe  refined  manners  of  modern  Europe,  h-avcdivcsicdwar- 
of  many  parts  of  Crncient  barbarity.     Some -j^ackels,-  containin;.>  x- 
-H-umber  of  letters  directed  to  the  officers  in-  Gibraltar,  havmg 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  were-  transmitted  to  Ma- 
drid, where  they  lay  when  the  count  dc  Artois  arrived  at  that 
capital.     The  prince,  in  the  true  spirit  of  generosity,   obtained-' 
t-he  packets  from  the  Spaniiih  king,  and  co!v/eyed-  them  undci- 
kis  own  care  to  the  camp. 

The  transmission  of  the  packets  to  Gibrakar, 'afforded  an  op* 
portunity  to  the  duke  de  Crillon  of  accompanvi»g  them  with  a» 
letter  to  gen,  Elliot,  in  which,  besides  informing  him  oftlie  arri-* 
val  of  the  French  princes,  and  of- this  particular  mark  of  atten- 
tion shown  by  the  count,  he  further  acquainted  him,  that-hc  was- 
charged  by  them  respectively,  to  convey  to  the  general  the  strong- 
est expressions  of  their  regard  and  -esteem  for. his  person  and 
character.  The  duke  expressed  his  owi3  in  tlis  most  flattering 
terms.  He  also  requested  in  the  n>ost  obliging  manner^  tliat  XX.-^. 
general  v;ould  accept  of  a  present  of  fruit  and  .vegetables  for  liis 
own  use,  and  of  some  ice  and  patiidges  io^:  the  gentlemen  ot 
Inshousehold  ;  furthcrentreating,that  ashencwthe  general  lived 
•entirely  on  vegetables,  he  would  acquaint  him  with  the  particular 
kinds  which  he  liked  best^  with  a  view  to  his  regular  supii!*'. 
The  whole  letter  may  be  viewed  as  a  model  of  military  politeness^ 

General  Elliot  was  not  less  polite  or  obliging  in  his.ar.swer^ 
whether  v;ith  respect  to  the  duke  himself  or  to  the  princes.  B'o-i 
■■lie  info)  nicd  tlie  duke,  that  in  accenting  the  present,  he  bad  brok- 
en through  a  resolution,  which  he  had  invariably  adhered  tofroni 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  which  was,  never  to  receive  or 
procure  by  any  mean  whatever,  any  provisions  or  other  conimodi- 
iv  for  his  own  private  use.  He  declared  that  every  thing  was 
it.ild  publicly  in  the.garrison,  bO  that  the. private  soldier,  if  hisiiad 
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money,  might  become  purchaser  with  the  same  facility  as  the^ 
governor  ;  and  that  he  made  it  a  point  of  honor  to  partake  cf 
/;oth  plenty  and  scarcity,  in  common  with  the  lowest  of  his  brave 
fellow  soldiers,.  He  therefore  entreated  the  duke,  not  to  heap- 
4ip  any  more  favors  of  the  same  kind  upon  him,  as  he  could  not 
in  future  apply  them  to  his  own  use. 

The  French  princes  arrived  at  the  camp  about  the  middle  of 
August ;  and  after  exaniining  the  state  of  the  preparations  by  land, 
leviewed  the  new  and  extraordinary  machines  contrived  by  the 
Chevalier  D'Arcon  :  in  doing  it  they  w^ere  accompanied  by  all  the 
principal  commanders  of  both  nations,  whether  in  the  land  or:, 
naval  service.  The  confidence  afterward  placed  in  the  effect  toj 
te  produced  by  these  machines  was  extravagant ;  and  the  im- 
patience of  the  combined  forces  both  by  sea  and  land  for  action. 
became  excessive.  The  apprehension  of  Lord  Howe's  arrival 
served  to  quicken  the  determinations  of  the  Spanish  court,  and 
Jo  accelerate  tlie  operations  of  the  fleet  and  army. 

While  gen.  P-^lliot  observed  the  gathering  storm,  he  could  ob- 
tain only  somiC  general  knowledge  of  the  mighty  preparations  that 
were  making.  He  Vv^as  utterly  in  the  dark  as  to  the  nature,  con- 
struction and  mode  of  operation  of  the  nev/ invented  batteries.— ; 
He  provided  however  for  every  circumstance  of  danger  which. 
could  be  imagined,  andfor  the  reception  of  every  enepjy,  what- 
ever might  be  his  mode  of  operation.  Observing  that  the  Spanish, 
works  on  the  land  side  were  nearly  completed,  the  general  de- 
termined on  trying  how  far  a  vigorous  cannonade  and  bombard-i 
3nent,  with  red-hot  balls,  carcasses  and  shells  might  operate  to 
aheir  destruction.  A  powerful  and  wcU  directed  iiring,  was  con j-^ 
inenced  [Sept^-&.]  by  the  garrison  at  seven  in  liie  morning,  and 
supported  through  the  day  with  admirable  skill  and  de:-^teri.ty, 
DByten,  two  of  the  Spanish  batteries  were  in  iiamcs,  and  by  five 
'in  the  evening  entirely  consumed,  together  witli  their  gun-car- 
jiages,  platforms  and  m.agazines,  altliough  the  latter  were  bomb-*' 
proof.  A  great  part  of  the  communications  to  the  eastern  paral- 
lel, and  of  the.  trenches  and  parapet  for  musketry  were  like wistii 
destroyed,  and  a  large  battery  near  the  bay  much  damaged.  l'i)G 
enemy's  works  were  on  fire  in  fifty  places  at  the  same  inst-ani, ' 

This  attack  appears  to  have  been  resented  by  the  allied  cnm- 
rnanders,  so  as  to  have  preeipitated  their  measures.  A  new  bat^- 
iery  of  G-i  heavy  cannon  was  opened  by  break  of  day  the  ncKt 
jnorcing,  which  with  the  cannon  in  their  lines,  and  above  GO 
mortars,  continued  to  pour  their  shot  and  shells  upon  the  garrison 
without  intermission,  through  the  whole  day.  At  the  same  time, 
jiine  ships  of  the  line,  with  some  frigates  and  smaller  vessels,  tak^ 
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jngtbe  advantage  of  the  wind,  passed  slowly  by  the  works,  an  J 
discharged  their  shot  at  the  south  bastion,  continuing  their  can- 
nonade until  they  had  passed  K'lropa-Point.  They  liicn  formcct 
and  came  to  the  attack  of  the  butteries  on  Murcjpa- Point,  and 
commenced  a  heavy  fue,  which  lasted  till  they  were  entirely 
passed. 

The  small  British  marine  force  at  Gibraltar,  under  capt.  Cur-* 
tis,  being  shut  up  by  the  superiority  of  the  enemy  from  exer- 
tion on  their  proper  element,  was  formed  into  a  distinct  corps, 
un-derthe  name  of  the  marine  brigade,  and  Curtis  held  the  rank; 
and  title  of  brigadier  as  their  commander.  The  defence  of  the- 
batteries  on  Europa-Point  was  committed  to  him  and  his  corps, 
'i'hey  discharged  tiieir  trust  so  well,  that  having  repeatedly  struck: 
the  enemy  at  the  first  attack,  the  vessels  were  afterward  kept  at 
a  safe  distance. 

'I'he  tiring  from  the  isthmus  was  renewed  on  the  lOthof  Sep^ 
tember,  and  continued  the  succeeding  days,  at  the  rate  of  6500 
cannon  shot,  and  lOSashells,  in  every  21.  hours.  The  gun  anci 
mortar-boats  were  also  added  to  the  other  initruraents  of  destruc- 
tion. Their  combined  foice  produced  little  effect,  either  witli 
respect  to  the  loss  of  men  in  the  garrison,  or  tlie  damage  dune 
10  the  works.  At  length  the  combined  lieets  arrived  ak  Algezi^ 
ras,  and  with  those  already  on  the  spot,  amounted  to  44  sail  of 
the  line,  beside  three  inferior  two  deckers.  The  new  invented 
battering  vessels  w^ere  likewise  in  readiness.  Their  batteries 
v/erc  covered  with  1 12  pieces  of  new  heavy  brass  cannon.  Tiie- 
Pastora,  the  admiral's  vessel,  had  21  guns  mounted,,  and  ten  in 
reserve.  The  prince  of  Nassau's  was  of  the  same  force.  Thir- 
ty-six: artillery  men  and  volunteers  from  the  Spanish  and  Frencli 
armies  v^cre  alotted  to  the  service  of  each  gun  ;  these  being  ex^ 
elusive  of  the  officers  and  seamen  who  navigated  the  vessels^ 
the  whole  iiumber  on  board  was  estimated  at  between  6  and 
'7000  men.  The  gun  and  mortar-boats,  with  the  floating  bat* 
tcrie^  and  the  bomb-ketches,  were  to  carry  on  their  attacks  in 
every  possible  direction,  v/hi!c  the  £re  of  the  battering  ships 
was,pointed  against  their  destined  objects.  By  this  mean,  and  by  the 
iire  of  neai'  300  catmon,  mortars  and  howitzers  from  the  isth- 
mus, it  v/as  intended,  that  every  part  of  the  works  being  attack- 
ed at  the  same  instant,  and  every  quarter  presenting  a  similar 
fyce  of  danger,  th.e  resistance  of  the  garrison  should  become 
generally  inerfective,  and  totally  unequal  to  the  accumulated 
weight  and  force  of  the  grand  attack. 

At  eight  in  the  morning[Scpt.  13.]  thetcnbatteriiigships,com- 
Miaudcd  by  adiu,  Don  DuenvcaturaMorcaoj  were  put  in  motion^ 
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and  prcc-eeded  to  their  several  stations.  Between  nine  and  ten 
they  ca;iie  to  an  anchor,  in  a  line  from  the  Old  to  the  New 
Mole,  parallel  to  tli^  rock,  and  from  1000  to  1200  yards  distant 
The  admiral's  ship  was  stationed  opposite  the  king's  bastion^ 
and  the  others  took  their  appointed  places,  successively  and  with 
great  regularity,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  admiral.  The  sur- 
lounding  hills  were  covered  with  pecple,  as  though  all  Spain  had 
assembled  to  behold  the  spectacle. 

The  cannonade  and  bombai^ment,  on  z]l  sides  and  in  all  di- 
rections, from  the  isthmus,  the  sea  and  the  various  works  of  the 
fortress,  was  tremendously  magnificent  beyond  description.  The 
prodigious  showers  of  red  hot  balls,  of  bombs  and  of  carcas6es» 
which  filled  the  air,  and  were  without  intermission  thrown  from 
the  garrison  to  every  point  of  the  various  attacks,  both  by  se-a 
and  land,  astonished  the  commanders  of  the  allied  forces,  who 
could  not  conceive  how  gen.  Eiliot  had  been  able  to  construct 
and  manage  such  a  multitude  of  furnaces  as  they  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  the  heating  of  the  quantity  of  shot  thrown.  The 
number  of  red  hot  balls  which  only  the  battering  ships  received 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  was  estimated  at  not  less  than  400®. 
The  peninsula  seemed  at  the  same  time  to  be  overwhelmed  in 
the  torrents  of  fire  incessantly  poured  upon  it 

The  battering  ships  were  so  well -constructed  for  withstanding 
the  combined  powers  of  fir<^  and  artillery,  that  for  several  hours 
the  continued  showers  of  shells  and  hot  shot  with  which  th-ey 
were  assailed,  were  not  capable  of  making  any  visible  impres- 
sion upon  them.  But  about  two  o'clock  the  admiral's  ship  was 
observed  to  smoke.  I'he  fire,  though  kept  under  during  the  day- 
light, could  notbc  thoroughly  subdued.  After  a  time,  the  prince 
of  Nassau's  ship  was  discovered  to  be  in  the  same  condition. 
The  disorder  that  took  place  in  these  two  commanding  ships,  af- 
fected the  whole  line  of  attack  ;  and  by  the  evening  the  fire  from 
the  fortress  had  gained  a  decided  superiority.  This  fire  was  con- 
tinued with  equal  vigor  through  the  night;  and  by  one  in  the 
morning  the  two  first  ships  were  in  flames,  and  several  others 
%'isibly  on  fire.  Continual  signals  to  the  fieet,  v^ere  suliiciently 
expressive  of  their  extreme  distress  and  danger.  All  means 
were  used  by  the  fleet  to  afford  assistance  ,  but  as  it  was  judged 
impossible  to  remove  the  battering  ships,  their  endeavors  were 
only  directed  to  the  bringing  off  the  men.  A  great  number  of 
boats  were  accordingly  employed,  and  much  intrepidity  was  dis- 
played in  tlie  attempts  for  this  purposes. 

Capt.  Curtis,  to  complete  the  genera]  confusion  r.nd  destruc- 
tion;,  manned  his  twelve  gun-boats  with  his  niarinc  brigade,  and 

drevy 


^.  T).  I7S:2.]  AMERICAN  KEVOLUTIOK  341 

drew  them  up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  flank  the:  h"ne  of  batteihi«^ 
ships.  Each  of  his  boats  cariied  a  24  ov  IS  pounder,  and  by  it^i 
h)w  fire  and  fixed  aim,  was  not  a  little  formidable.  The  batter- 
ing siiips  were  S(ion  overwhelmed  by  the  incessant  fire  from  the 
garrison,  and  by  that  of  tiie  British  gun-hoals,  raking  the  whole 
extent  of  their  line.  The  seene  was  now  wrought  up  to  the  liigh- 
cst  point  of  calamity.  'I'he  Spanish  boats  no  longer  dared  to 
approach  ;  but  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  ships  and 
friends  to  the  flames,  or  to  the  mercy  and  humanity  of  a  iicated 
enemy.  Several  ol  their  boats. and  iaunchcshad  been  sunk  before 
they  submitted  to  this  necessily.  'Ihc  day-Hght  at  length  ap- 
pearing, two  Spanish  feluccas,  which  had  not  escaped  with  the 
others,  attempled  to  get  out  of  the  danger ;  but  a  shot  from  a 
gun-boat  having  killed  several  men  onboard  one  of  them,  butli 
were  glad  to  surrender. 

The  horrors  of  the  night  were  terrible  ;  but  the  opening  of  the 
day  disclosed  a  spectacle  still  more  painful.  Numbers  oi  men 
were  seen  in  the  midst  of  the  flames  crying  out  for  pity  and  help  ; 
others  floating  on  pieces  of  timber,  exposed  to  equal  dangec 
iion^the  opposite  element  Those  in.  the  ships  where  the-  fire 
had  made  a  less,  progress,  expressed  in  their  looks,  gestures  and 
words,  the  deepest  distress  and  despair  ;  and  were  equally  ur- 
gent in  imploring  asr.istance.  The  fire  both  from  the  garrisori 
^nd  gun-boats  instantly  ceased  ;.  and  every  danger  was  encoun- 
tered by  captain  Curtis  and  his  marine  brigade,  in  endeavoring" 
to  rescue  the  distressed  enemy  from  surrounding  destruction,  la 
these  efforts  the  boats  were  exposed  to  the  peril  arising  from 
the  continual  discharge,  on  all  sides^  of  the  artillery,,  as  t!ie  gun?. 
became  heated  to  a  certain  degree^  and  from  the  blowing  up  of 
the  battering  ships  as  the  fire  reached  their  magazines.  A  more 
striking  instance  of  the  ardor  and  boldness  with  which  the  ma- 
rine brigade  acted,  needs  not  be  given,  than  that  of  an  ofiiccu 
and  29  privates  (all  severely  wounded)  being  dragged  out  from 
among  the  slain  in  the  holds  of  the  burning  vessels,  m.ost  oi* 
whom  recovered  in  the  hospital  at  Gibraltar. 

Captain  Curtis  was  rcpeatediy  in  the  most  imminent  danger  ;. 
particularly  so  when  his  pinnace  was  close  to  one  of  the  largest 
ships  at  the  time  she  blew  up  :  while  every  object  was  for  a  consi- 
derable while  buried  in  a  thick  cloud  of  smoke,  gen.  P^lliot  ancf 
the  garrison  suffered  the  most  poignant  distress,  considering  the 
fate  of  their  friend  as  Inevitable,  fhirteen  officers  and  344  meni 
were  saved  by  the  exertions  of  the  brigade.  It  was  happy,  tliaL 
the  greater  part  of  the  troops  and  seamen  had  been  removed  be- 
fore captain  Curtis  could  make  his  attack  with,  the  gun-boats.     It 
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is  thought  however  that  the  enemy  lost  1500  men,  prLscn?rsa:h4 
'.voiindcd  inch'.ded  in  their  attuck  by  sea. 

Admiral  Don  Moreno  ieft  his  flag  flying  when  he  abandoned 
his  ship,  in  which  state  it  continvied,  till  it  was  consumed  or 
blown  up  with  the  vessel.  Eight  more  ships  blev/  up  successive- 
Iv  in  the  course  of  the  day.  'I'he  tenth  was  burnt  hy  the  British, 
tiiere  being  no  porsibiiity  of  preserving  her  for  service.  The 
loss  sustained  by  the  allies  on  the  is';limus  during  the  attack  can-^ 
rtOt  be  ascertained,  'i'he  h)ss  of  the  garrison  was  nearly  con- 
fined to  the  artillery  corps  and  the  marine  brigade.  FromUi6 
9th  of  August  to  the  17th  of  October,  the  whole  number  of 
non-commissioned  olhcers  and  private  .men  slain,  amounted  tci 
65  only,  the  wounded  were  388,  beside  1 2  commissioned  officers! 

Such  was  the  signal  and  complete  defensive  victory,  obtained 
by  a  comparatively  handful  of  brave  pien,  over  the  combined 
jand  and  naval  efforts  of  two  great  and  powerful  nations,  who 
for  the  attainment  of  a  favorite  t)bjcct,  exceeded  all  former  ex- 
ample, as  Vv'ell  in  the  magnitude,  as  in  the  formidable  natuie  of 
their  preparations. 

The  allies  were  now  compelled  to  rest  their  hopes  of  recovei'- 
ing  Gibraltar,  on  the  reduction  of  the  garrison  to  a  surrender, 
through  the  mere  failure  of  ammunition  and  provisions.  But 
this  was  not  to  be  effected,  unless  they  could  defeat  Lord  Howe, 
or  at  least  prevent  his  throwing  in  the  intended  relief.  Mean 
while  his  lordship  met  with  much  delay,  through  winds  and  wea- 
ther, on  his  way  to  Gibraltar;  which  was  rendered  exceedingly 
irksome,  by  the  anxiety  that  prevailed  relative  to  the  fortress, 
under  a  knowledge  of  the  menaced  attack-  This  anxiety  was 
3iot  removed  till  the  fleet  had  arrived  near  the  scene  of  action;- 
when  advice  was  also  received,  that  the  united  fleets,  consisting 
of  fifty  sail  of  three  and  two  deckers,  had  taken  their  statior^  in 
the  Bay  of  Gibraltar. 

At  this  critical  point  of  time,  a  violent  gale  of  wind  in  the 
Straits,  threw  the  combined  fleets  into  the  greatest  disorder,  and* 
exposed  them  to  no  small  danger.  It  happened  in  the  night  of 
October  the  10th  ;  and  during  the  storm  a  frigate  and  one  ship  of 
tlie  line  were  driven  ashore,  a  second  lost  her  foremast  and  bow- 
?;prit,  two  more  were  driven  out  of  the  bay  to  the  eastward,  and 
many  others  suffered  more  or  less  damage.  The  St.  Michael,  a 
iinc  Spanish  ship  of  72  guns,  was  driven  under  the  works  of  Gibral- 
tar, where  she  run  a-ground,  and  was  taken  by  the  boats  of  the 
garrison.  Her  commander,  with  650  seamen  and  soldiers,  be- 
«ca/ne  prisoners  of  war.  The  allies  discovering  the  fate  of  the  St. 
Michael,  threw  a  nwmbe«  of  shells  in  hopeof  destroying  her  as 

she 


/,  I).  17S2.]  AMERICAN  REVOUJTION.  Si^ 

•she  lay  ashore.     The  British  however  got  l>cr  off  in  three  or  four 
days,  without  her  having  sutFered  any  essential  ^lainage. 

On  the  morning  [l  llh.]  that  succeeded  ihes-lorm,  the  BrItlsU 
f^ect  entered  the  Straits,  in  a  close  line  of  battle  a-head  ;  and  a- 
bout  an  hour  after  night,  tiie  van  arriving  off  the  iiay  of  Gibral- 
tar, an  opportunity  was  afforded  to  the  store-ships  of  reaching 
their  destined  anchorage  without  any  molestation  from  the  enc^ 
my  ;  but  for  want  of  timely  attention  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
navigation,  pointed  out  in  the  instructions  communicated  to  the 
captains,  only  four  of  the  31  sail  which  accompanied  the  fleet  ef- 
fected their  pui  pose.  Tije  rest  having  mist:cci  the  Iby,  vvere  dri- 
ven through  the  Straits  into  the  MedilerrHnean  during  the  niglit, 
and  were  no  small  encumbrance  to  the  fleet  in  its  subsequent; 
cpcrations. 

While  lord  Howe  v^^aa  collecting  his  convoy  in  the  Mediter- 
Tanean,  and  preparing  to  escort  them  back  to  Gibrakar,  the  ene- 
4Tiy  were  under  no  small  anxiety  for  the  two  line  of  battle  ships, 
which  had  been  driven  into  the  Mediterranean  on  the  night  of 
the  storm.  To  recover  these,  and  in  hope  of  intercepting,  or 
•preventing  the  return  of  the  store-ships,  the  combined  iicet  sail- 
ed from  Algcziras  on  tliC  i3th. 

The  British  fleet  was  abreast  of  Fungarola,  a  large  port  townt 
-between  iV^alaga  and  Gibraltar,  when  advice  was  received  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.  While,  upon  this  intelligence,  the  fleet 
was  closing  and  forming  a  line  of  battle,  the  Bufil.lo  of  60  guns 
was  detached  with  those  store-ships  which  had  been  collected,  to 
ihe  Zefarine  islands,  lying  on  the  roast  of  Barbary,  about  sixty 
leagues  above  Gibraltar,  'J 'he  Panther,  of  the  same  force,  being 
•left  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar  for  the  protection  of  the  store-ships 
as  they  arrived^lord  Howe's  force  now  amounted  only  to  31  sail 
©f  the  line.. 

Near  sun-set  the  combined  flecfs  were  descried  in  great  force 
at  about  six  leagues  distance,  in  hn€  of  battle  with  a  strong  wind 
full  in  their  favor,  and  bearing  directly  down  upon  the  British 
fleet.  They  amounted  to  64  sail,  about  42  appeared  to  be  of  the 
line,  including  several  large  three  deckers.  By  day- light  the  next 
morning,  they  were  perceived  close  in  with  the  land,  and  at  such 
a  distaiice  as  not  to  be  visible  from  the  deck.  During  their  move- 
ments they  had  recovered  the  two  missing  ships. 

In  the  m.orning  it  was  discovered,  that  several  transports  had 
not  proceeded  with  the  Buffalo,  and  that  others  had  joined  lord 
Howe  in  the  night.  Upon  this  account,  the  wind  becoming  fa- 
vorable, the  fleet  proceeded  in  order  of  battle  toward  the  Straits, 
and  passed  eighteen  of  the  convoy  safe  to  Gibraltar-Bay.  By  the 
Vol.     Ill,  T  t  JSth, 
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18tb,  the  vessels  under  the  care  of  the  Buffalo  rejoineil  the  fleet 
and  were  sent  in.  The  two  regiments  on  board  the  ships  of  waff 
and  frigates  were  landed  ;  and  the  scarcity  of  ammunition  in  the 
gyrrisoH  v/as  removed  by  a  supply  of  1500  barrels  from  the  fleet. 
Gibraltar  being  now  fully  relieved,  lord  Howe  concluded  on  tak- 
ing immediate  advantage  of  the  easterly  wind,  which  had  prevail- 
ed a  few  dtiys,  for  returning  through  the  Straits  to  the  westward. 
When  he  was  in  th-e  entrance  of  the  gut,  and  enclosed  between 
the  opposite  points  of  Europa  and  Ceuta,  the  combined  fleets  ap-- 
pearcd  at  no  great  distance  to  the  north-east,  at  the  break  of  day 
on  the  19th.  They  followed  his  lordship,  and  the  next  morning 
[20th.]  were  perceived  at  about  five  leagues  distance  to  the  wind- 
ward. The  British  formed  in  order  of  battle  to  leeward.  At  sun-- 
set  the  enemy  began  a  canonade  on  the  van  and  rear  of  Howe's 
5^.eet ;  but  generally  at  such  a  distance  as  to  produce  little  effect. 
Perceiving  however  a  part  of  his  rear  much  separated  from  the 
rest,  they  made  a  bolder  attempt  upon  that  division.  The  French 
and  Spanish  admirals  led  the  attack  upon  the  separated  ships, 
which,  reserving  themselves  till  they  were  within  a  near  distance, 
threw  in  so  well-timed,  heavy  and  admirably  directed  afire  upon 
them,  that  the  enemy  were  soon  in  evident  confusion,  hauled 
their  wind  and  gave  up  the  object  entirely. 

The  distant  fire  of  the  combined  fleets  did  much  damage  to  thf; 
yards  and  riggingof  several  British  ships  :  the  number  of  men  and 
officers  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  265  ;  a  trifling  loss  com- 
pared with  the  importance  of  the  service  in  which  lord  Howe 
had  been  engaged.  His  lordship  having  effected  the  business  on 
which  he  was  dispatched,  and  the  combined  fleets  being  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  in  the  morning,  apparently  on  their  return  t® 
Cadiz,  he  proceeded  on  his  way  home  ;  but  while  doing  it  he  de- 
tached eight  ships  of  the  line  to  the  West-Indies,  and  six  to  the 
coasts  of  Ireland, 

The  existence  of  these  events  did  not  interrupt  the  necocia^ 
lions  for  peace,  carrying  on  at  Paris.  These  were  rather  forwards 
ed  by  it ;  as  the  belligerent  powers  were  brought  into  a  nearer  e- 
quality  of  circumstances  for  treating  with  each  other. 

Mr.  Jay,  in  consec|uence  of  his  being  appointed  by  congress  one 
of  the  commissioners  to  treat  for  peace  with  Great-Britain,  left 
Madrid  and  repaired  to  Paris.  He  and  Dr.  Franklin  were  receiv- 
ed by  the  Spanish  ambassador,  the  count  D'Aranda,  as  ministers- 
from  congress,  when  they  dined  with  him  in  the  beginning  of 
July.  This  might  be  viewed  by  others  as  a  public  acknowledg- 
ment, on  the  part  of  Spain,  of  the  independence  of  the  American 
United  States ;  but  could  not  satisfy  Mr.  Jay,  wiio  declined  ne- 

gociatiflg 
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goclating  Willi  D'Aranda  without  an  cxcli.-inp;e  of  rotnmlsslonj 
though  the  French  minister  Vejgcnncs  wished  him  to  do  it.  Mr. 
Fitzherbertand  \lc.  Oswald  were  sent  over  on  the  part  of  Great- 
Britain,  the  fornxcr  to  treat  chiefly  with  the  European  powers^ 
the  latler  with  the  Americans..  The  commission  granted  to  Mr. 
Oswald,  instead  of  acknowledging  the  independence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  first  instance,  provided  only  for  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  it  in  an  article  of  the  proposed  treaty. — Mr.  Jay  ol">ject- 
ed  to  the  commission*  The  count  de  Vcrgenncs  thought  it  suf- 
licient,  and  would  have  had  him  proceed  :  but  notwithstanding  the 
instructions  of  congress,  lie  dech'ncd  complying  with. the  count's 
wishes-  Dr.  Franklin  declared  himself  of  the  same  opinion  with 
the  count.  Jay  however  was  lixcd  ;  and  drew,  up  ai  letter^ 
which  he  intended  to  send  to  Vergennes,.  containing  his  reasons 
for  not  treating  with  Oswald  upon  that  commission. — When  he 
jshowed  it.  to  Dr,  franklin,  the  doctor  owned. the  force  of  his  rea- 
sonings ;  acid  thathe  had.not  attended  to  tliem  before,  or  heshouid 
iiot  have  so  readily  fallen  in  with  the  opinion  of  the  French  min.- 
ister,  Mr.  Jay  kept  up  a  friendly  correspondence  with  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, one  of  his  fellow  commissioners,  and  acquainted  him  with, 
the  state  of  affairs,.  They  judged  alike  ;  and  xMr.  Adams  deter- 
mined not  to  leave  Holland  and  repair  to  Paris,  till  Mr.  Oswali. 
iiad  a  different  commission,. 

Mean  while  Mr.  Adams  employed  himself  in  negociating  ^/~ 
ireatij  of  amily  and  comnicrce,  bet-ween  the  Stales  General  of  the 
United  Netherlands^  and  the  United  States  of  America^  which  wcs 
<:oncluded  on.  the  8ta  of  October..  The  10th  article  provide:>, 
that  the  vessels  of  cither  party,  not  having  contraband  goods  for 
an  enemy's  port^  may  freely  pursue  their  voyage  ;  and  that  it  shall 
not  be  required  to  examine  the  papers  of  vessels-  convoyed  by- 
men  of  war,  but  credence  shall  be  given  to  the  word  of  the  offi. 
cer  conducting  the  convoy..  The  24th  sets  forth,  that  under  the 
denomination  of  contraband  and  merchandises  prohibited,  shall 
be  comprehended  only  warlike  stores  and  arms,  as  aliso  soldiers, 
horses,  saddles  and  furniture  for  horses*  Ail  other  cftccts  and 
merchandises,  and  even  all  sorts  of  naval  m.atterSj  however  prop- 
er they  may  be  for  the  construction  and  equipment  of  vessels  of 
war  or  for  the  manufacture  of  one  or  other  sort  of  machines  of 
war  by  land  or  sea,  shall  not  be  judged  contraband  ;  and  may  be 
transported  from  and  to  places  belonging  to  the  enemy,  those 
only  excepted  which  are  nearly  surrounded  by  some  of  the  bel- 
ligerent powers. 

Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Osv-^ild  often  conversed  freely  w'ith  each  ev- 
er, notwithstanding;  the  obicciion  made  to  the  British  commis- 
sion ; 
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slon ;  and  without  letting  either  the  French  minister  or  Dn. 
Franklin  know  of  it,  prepared  all  things  as  far  as  possible  to? 
treating  officially  whenever  anew  commission  should  be  received. 
On  the  10th  of  September,  Mr.  Jay  had  put  into  his  hands  the 
following  copy  of  a  translation  of  a  letter  to  count  de  Vergennes, 
*'No225.  Philadelphia,  March  13,  1712.  Sir,  gen.  Greene 
affirms,  that  in  no  one  state  is  attachment  to  independency  carried 
to  a  higher  pitch,  than  in  South-Carolina :  but  that  this  affection 
3S  yet  exceeded  by  the  hatred  borne  to  England-  Mr.  Mathews^ 
governor  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Rutled^e,  has  communicated  to  per- 
sons of  the  most  influence  in  his  sLale,  the  ultimatum  of  the  month 
cf  last,  who  approved  of  the  clauses  in  general,  and 

particularly  that  one  which  leaves  the  king  master  of  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  of  peace  or  truce,  excepting  independence  and  the 
treaties  of  commerce  and  alliance.  Mr.  S.  Adams  is  using  all  his- 
endeavors  to  raise  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  a  strong  opposition 
to  peace,  if  the  eastern  states  are  not  thereby  adaiitted  to  the 
fisheries  and  particularly  to  that  of  Newfoundland,  Mr.  Adamfe^ 
dehghts  in  trouble  and  difficulty.  He  could  not  have  used  a  tit- 
ter engine  than  the  fisheries,  for  stirring  up  the  passions  of  the 
eastern  people  and  renewing  the  question  that  had  lain  dormant 
during  his  two  years  absence  at  Boston,  'I'hc  reigning  toast  in  the- 
east  is — Mci2/  the  United  States  ever  maintain  their  right  io  the 
faheries  !  It  would  be  dangerous  informing  the  people  tlirough  the 
public  papers.  The  king  however  may  cause  to  be  intimated  to 
congress  or  the  minister,  his  surprise  that  the  Newfoundland  fish- 
eries have  been  included  in  the  additional  instructions  ;  that  the 
United  States  set  forth  therein  pretensions  without  paying  regard 
to  the  king's  rights,  and  without  considering  the  impossibility  of 
their  making  conquests,  and  keeping  what  belongs  to  Britain, 
His  majesty  might  cause  a  promise  to  be  given  to  congress  of  his 
assistance  for  procuring  admission  io  the  other  fisheries^  declaring, 
iiovvever  that  he  v/ould  not  be  answerable  fJr  the  success^  and- 
that  he  is  bound  to  nothing,  as  the  treaty  makes  no  mention  of 
that  article  The  declaration  being  made  before  the  peace,  the 
liopes  of  the  people  could  not  be  supported,  nor  could  it  one  day 
liereafter  be  said,  that  we  Itk  them  in  the  dark  on  this  poina 
It  vy ere  to  be  wished,  that  this  declaration  should  be  made, 
while  New- York,  Charleston  and  Penobscot  are  in  the  enemy's  . 
hands.  There  are  some  judicious  peisons  to  whom  we  may- 
speak  of  giving  up  the  fisheries,  and  the  lands  of  the  west  for  ihe- 
sake  of  peace  ;  but  there  are  enthusiasts  who  fly  out  at  this  ide^u. 
and  their  numbers  cannot  fail  of  increasing  wlien  the  Kiigiifch 
are  expelled,    Tlie   division  is  nearly  equal  in  congres$  an-d 

among 
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among  the  st;itcs ;  and  our  influence  can  incline  the  beam,  citlicr 
for  peace  or  war,  whichever  we  may  chooi^c.  Lc?t  his  majesty 
lit^ewisc  cruise  a  memorial  to  be  delivered  to  congress,  wherein 
should  be  stated  the  use  made  by  ministers  of  the  powci  =;  intrusted 
to  them  by  that  assembly,  and  the  impediments  which  may  have- 
st-ood  in  the  way  of  a  fuller  satisfaction  on  every  puirit.  It  is  re- 
tnarkcd  by  some,  that  as  England  has  other  fisheries  beside  New- 
foundland, she  may  perhaps  endeavor  that  the  Americans  should 
partake  in  that  of  the  grand  bank,  in  order  to  conciliate  their  af- 
fection, or  procure  them  some  com.pensation,  or  create  a  subject 
t)f  jealousy  between  them  and  us ;  but  it  docs  not  seem  likely, 
that  she  will  act  so  contrary  to  her  o^Am  interest,  and  was  she  so 
to  do,  it  will  be  for  the  better  to  have  declared  at  an  caily  pckiod 
to  the  Americans,  that  their  pretension  is  not  founded,  and  that 
his  majesty  does  not  mean  to  support  it..     Barbe  iVIarbois." 

Mr.  Jay  told  Mr.  Oswald — "  If  Lord  Shelburne  means  to  have 
the  United  States. /7V>;2i/5,  as  he  cannot  have  them  for  subjects^ 
their  independence  must  be  acknowledged  in  the  beginning. 
While  their  independence  is  not  acknowledged  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, they  will  be  obliged  by  the  treaty  to  continue  annexed  to 
France  till  such  acknowledgement  is  made,  and  so  to  tight  the  bat- 
tles and  promote  the  views  of  France.  Independence  must  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  so  the  Americans  may  be  separated  from  France 
and  a  peace  be  accomplislied  ;  and  if  they  were  not  admitted  to 
the  fishery  and  the  western  lands,  there  will  be  continual  bicker- 
ings, and  a  friendship  be  prevented."  Oswald  was  at  length  con- 
vinced, by  frequently  discoursing  with  Jay,  that  anew  commis- 
sion must  be  granted.  I'hat  all  future  objections  and  ditjacultieS 
might  be  precluded,  he  desired  Jay  to  give  him  a  draught  of 
one  which  should  be  fully  to  his  satisfaction — this  was  dene. 

The  first  confidential  secretary  of  count  de  Vergennes,  drew  up 
ameraoir,  which  when  Mr.  Jay  liad  perused,  he  was  apprehensive 
that  the  French  court  would,  at  a  peace,  oppose  the  extension  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  to  the  Missisippi,  together  with 
their  claim'to  the  free  navigation  of  that  river — would  probably 
support  the  British  claims  to  all  tlie  country  above  the  3 1st  degree 
of  latitude,  anchccrtainly  to  all  the  country  north  of  the  Ohio — • 
and  that,  ii  America  should  not  agree  to  divide  with  Spain  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  count  D'Aranda,  the  French  court  would 
then  aid  Spain  in  negociating  with  Britain  for  the  territory  she 
wanted,  and  would  agree  that  the  residue  should  remain  to  Bri- 
tain. The  Spanish  minister  had  proposed,  that  the  western  line 
of  the  United  States  ;-.hould  run  from  a  lake  nOeU'  the  confines  of 
Georgia,  but  east  of  Flint  river,  to  the  conrluence  of  the  Cana- 

way 
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wav  with  the  Ohio,  thence  round  the  western  shoresof  Lake  E-j- 
rie'and  Huron,  and  thence  round  Lake  Michigan  to  Lake  Supe- 
rior. The  propositions  offered  in  the  memoir  by  Mr.  Rayncval, 
were  supposed  to  he  the  sentiments  of  Vergennes,.  Mr.  Rayne- 
val  lett  Paris,  Mr.  Jay  learned  from  good  authority,  that  on  the 
morning  of  his  departure,  count  D'Aranda  had,  contrary  to  his 
usual  practice,  gone  with  post  horses  to  Versailles,  and  was  two  or 
three  hours  in  conference  with  Vergennesand  Rayneval,  before 
the  latter  set  out  for  England,  All  these  facts  taken  together, 
Jav  coniectured  that  Rayneval  was  sent  to  let  lord  Shelburne 
know  that  the  demands  of  America  to  be  treated,  by  Britain  as 
independent,  previous  to  a  treaty,  were  not  approved  of  or  coun- 
tenanced by  the  French  court,  and  that  the  offer  of  Britain,  to 
make  that  acknowledgment  in  an  article  of  the  proposed  treaty- 
was  in  the  court's  opinion  sufficient — to  sound  his  lordship  on  the 
subject  of  the  fishery,  and  to  discover  whether  Britain  would  a* 
gree  to  divide  it  v/itii  France  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others — to 
impress  his  lordship  with  the  determination  of  Spain  to  possess 
the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  and  of  their  de- 
sire  to  keep  the  Americans  from  the  Missisppi,  and  also  to  hint 
the  propriety  of  such  a  line  as  on  the  one  hand  would  satisfy 
Spain,  and  on  the  other  leave  to  Britain  all  the  country  north  of 
the  Ohio — and  to  make  such  other  verbal  overtures  to  his  lord- 
ship as  it  might  not  be  advisable  to  reduce  to  writing,  and  to  judge 
from  the  general  tenor  of  his  lordship's  answers  and  conversa- 
tion, whether  it  was  probable  that  a  general  peace,  on  terms  a- 
greeable  to  France,  could  be  effected,  that  so  an  immediate  stop 
might  be  put  to  the  neguciation,  if  that  v/ as  not  the  case. 

Mr.  Jay  upon  this  sent  for  Mr.  V ,  and  acquainted  him  that 

lie  must  go  over  immediately  to  London.  An  express  being  in- 
stantly going  off,  Mr.  V addressed  a  line  to  lord  Shelburne, 

and  desired  his  lordship  to  enter  into  no  business  with  Mr.  Ray- 
neval, till  V had  first  seen  him.     Jay  gave  V all  the 

information  he  wished  to  have   communicated  to  his  lordship, 

which  being  minuted  down,  V proceeded  the  next  day  for 

London.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  the  new  commission  was  issued, 
■and  Mr.  Oswald  was  empowered  to  treat  with  the  United  States 
as  actually  independent,  and  wnth  their  commissioners  only. 
When  Mr.  Adams  was  informed  of  it,  he  left  Floliand.  He  ar- 
rived at  Paris  on  the  26th  of  October;  and  as  soon  as  possible 
waited  upon  Mr.  Jay.  A  plan  was  settled  between  them,  how- 
to  proceed  in  the  negociation.  When  Dr.  FrankHn  atterward 
joined  them,  Mr.  Adams  told  him,  that  he  and  Mr.  Jay  had 
determined  to  ncgociate  v/ith  Mr.  Oswald  without  consulting  or 

being- 
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being  advised  by  count  dc  Vcrgcnnc;;.  "i"hc  doctor  m:u!c  no  ic- 
ply  to  it ;  but  the  ncxtiiioining  lold  them  that  lie  would  act  with 
ihcm  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Rayncval  being  in  company  with  th.em  after  liis  return  to 
Paris,  aiked  them  what  they  demanded  as  to  the  fisheries  ;  and 
was  answered — "We  insist  on  enjoying  a  right  in  common  to 
them  witli  Britain."  The  other  intimated  that  their  views  should 
not  extend  further  than  a  coast  fishery  ;  and  insinuated  thatpains 
had  lately  been  taken  in  the  eastern  states,  to  excite  their  appre- 
hensions and  increase  their  demands  on  that  head.  He  was  told 
that  such  a  riglit  was  essential  to  them,  and  that  their  people 
would  not  be  content  to  make  peace  without  it.  Dr.  Franklia 
explained  very  fully  the  imp/ortancc  of  thelishcries  to  the  eastern 
states  in  particular.  Rayneval  then  softened  his  manner,  and 
observed,  that  it  was  natural  for  France  to  wish  better  to  tlie 
United -States  than  to  England,  but  as  the  fisheries  were  a  great 
nursery  for  seamen,  they  might  suppose  England  would  be  dis- 
inclined to  let  others  share  in  it,  and  that  for  his  part,  he  wished 
tiiere  might  be  as  few  obstacles  to  a  peace  as  possible.  He  re- 
minded them  also,  tliatMr.  Oswald's  new  commission  had  been 
issued  posterior  to  his  arrival  at  London. 

The  fisheries  labored  for  some  time.  The  British  ministry  were 
for  excluding  the  Americans  from  h-shing  within  three  leagues  of 
any  of  the  coasts  belonging  to  Britain,  and  within  fifteen  of 
Louisburgh.  Mr.  Adams  told  Mr.  Oswald,  that  the  New-Eng- 
land states  had  no  staple  withoutthe  fishery — that  the  fisheries  en-, 
tered  into  all  their  trade — that  were  they  excluded  from  them,  the 
British  would  not  be  benefited  by  it,  for  the  French  would  get  the 
trade — that  Britain  would  have  nothing  to  fear  from  a  number  oe 
American  sailors  at  such  a  distance,  whatever  they  might  have 
♦from  the  French,  who  were  near^ — that  the  fishermen  would 
break  through  such  limits,  whatever  care  might  be  used  to  pre- 
vent  it,  which  might  prove  a  bone  of  contention,  and  bring  om 
another  war  after  a  few  years-.  Mr.  Oswald  made  a  great  difh- 
<:ulty  about  acknowledging  the  right  of  the  Americans  to  the 
iisheries  ;  and  was  for  inserting  the  word  libcriij.  After  a  while 
Air.  Adams  said — "'I'hey  have  a  right  every  way.  The  bank^ 
arc  only  so  many  leagues  from  the  Americans,  buttheyareso  many 
-from  the  Europeans;  if  the  latter  have  a  right  by  nature,  certain- 
ly the  former  have.  We  have  fought  together  with  the  Eng- 
hshin  their  w^ars  for  the  enjoyment  of  them,  and  with  them  we 
have  possessed  them  ;  and  therefore  we  have  a  full  right''  FIk? 
word  right,  was  agreed  to  be  inserted  in  the  treaty.  The  article 
of  the  fishery  cost  the  American  commissioners  all  the  industry^ 

skai' 
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skill  and  address  that  they  were  masters  of.  Mr.  Laurens's  pre- 
seace  with  his  brother  coiixmissioners  the  two  last  days,  was  of 
sreatscivxce.  He  proposed  the  insertion  of  a  paragraph  against 
carrying  2\vay  any  negroes  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
Aaicriean  inhabitants.  He  appeared  deeply  impressed  with  the 
luss  o£  his  son ;  but  the  venerable  hero  thanked  God  that  he  had 
such  a  son,  one  who  vrds  williitg  to  lose  his  life  in  the  cause  of 
his  countrv. 

The  American  commissioners  expedited  the  negociation  with 
the  utmost  assiduity  ;  and  on  the  SOih  of  November,  provisional 
articles  were  agreed  upon  and  signed,  to  take  effect  whenever 
terms  of  peace  should  be  finally  settled  with  the  court  of  France. 
The  business  was  linished  so  privately  and  unexpectedly,  that 
ministers  and  ambassadors,  as  well  as  others,  in  -and  about  the 
court  of  Versailles,  were  surprised  upon  hearing  the  news.  The 
signing  of  the  provisional  articles  will  probably  suspend  the  hos- 
tile operations  of  France  and  Spain  till  it  is  known  whether  a 
general  peace  can  He  agreed  upon.  They  have  collected,  their 
fleets  at  Cadiz,  to  the  amount  of  near  40  ships  of  the  line^  which 
are  destined  for  the  V/est-Indics,  and  are  to  be  commanded  by- 
count  d'Estaing,  v/ho  is  to  convoy  thither  several  thousand  French 
troops,  under  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette.  Had  not  the  Ameri-^ 
can  commissioners  improved  the  precious  moment  that  olTcred, 
"without  entangling  themselves  by  consulting  count  de  Vergen- 
Ties,  the  British  ministry  might  have  been  changed,  and  those 
events  have  succeeded  which  would  have  kept  the  United  States 
much  longer  from  the  possession  of  their  independence. 

We  must  now  quit  the  negociations  of  peace  for  tire  opera- 
tions which  relate  to  war.  By  the  French  gazette,  it  appears, 
that  capt.de  la  Pcrouse,  commanding  a  division  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty's  fleet,  has  destroyed  the  settlements  at  Hud- 
son's-bay.  He  computes  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Hudson's- bay 
com.paay,  at  about  i.500,000  sterling. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  proposed  building  a 
ship  of  the  line  for  the  use  of  government,  and  began  a  subscrip- 
tion for  the  purpose.  The  plan  was  to  be  carried  into  immedi- 
ate execution^  when  twelve  other  counties  had  agreed  to  follow 
the  example.  There  was  subscribed  in  the  whole,  c£.21;067  l^s, 
€d.  The  proposal  answ^ered  a  good  purpose  as  may  be  seen  by 
the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Wm.  Middleton,  esq.  to 
the  corporation  of  Ipswich. — "  Sept.  7.  It  is  with  singular  satis- 
faction I  can  inform  you,  that  the  spirited  resolve  of  this  county 
has  already  had  its  desired  effect  on  the  court  of  France.  Mr, 
Fitzhcrbert,  now  at  Paris,  writes  word  that  nothing  but  a  decU 
r.-ve  victory  at  sea^  could  have  had  so  striking  an  effect  on 

that 
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Ihat  court,  as  the  resolves  of  this  and  the  other  counties,  to  build 
shios  of  war  by  voluntary  conti'i'^Litions,  fo^-  the  use  of  the  pub- 
iiL/'  But  Sh-  jamcs  Lowther  distinguished  hiinself  by  a  noble 
singularity  which  few  had  power  to  follow.  On  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember he  waited  on  LordKcpplc.  and  after  expressing  his  con- 
^•ern  that  county  subscriptions  for  building  men  of  war  went  on 
ddnguidly,  requctvjd  his  lordship  to  present  his  duty  to  the  king^ 
<in<l  at  the  saivic  beseech  his  majesty  to  accept  of  a  man  of  war 
of  the  line  from  him,  completely  manned,  victualled,  and  littecl 
for  action.  Lord  Kepple,  astonished  at  such  an  unexampled  in- 
stance of  generosity  in  a  private  gentleman,  a^-sured  Sir  James 
that  hi^  request  should  be  instantly  complied  with,  which  it  ac- 
cordingly was  ;  and  the  king  received  th.e  oiTer  with  that  m.arko£ 
respect  which  becauic  his  majesty^ 

Ten  men  of  war  (including  Count  de  Grar.se's  ships  taken  by- 
Admiral  Rodney)  with  a  hirge  fleet  of  merchantmen  from  Ja- 
maica, -suffered  exceedingly  by  a  tremendous  gale  of  wind  off 
.Newfoundland  on  the  nth  of  Septcml^er,  and  sinc;e  by  captures. 
The  Ville  de  Paris  and  the  Glorieux  foundered,  and  only  one 
man  out  of  the  complement  of  both  ships  escaped  to  tell  their 
melancholy  fate.  The  Hector  also  sunk,;  but  being  descried  in. 
time  by  a  snow  that  made  toward  them,  the  crew  were  saved. 
The  captain's  name  was  John  Hill';  though  his  vessel  wassmaU 
for  the  purpose,  yet  he  took  on  board  upward  of  20©  m.en  be- 
longing to  the  Hector.  He  threw  part  of  his  cargo  overboard, 
to  make  room  for  them  ;  and  generously-^-ihared  his  provisions 
with  them  to  the  hazard  of  wanting  himself.  The  greatness  of 
the  risk  he  ran  appears  from  -hence,  that  the  last  cask  of  water 
v/as  broached  on  the  day  that  land  was  discovered.  The  Ramil- 
lies  went  down,  but  her  people  were  saved  by  the  merchantmen 
in  company.  The  Centaur  was  hkewlse  lost,  and  all  her  company 
■except  twelve,  with  the  captain,  wiiogot  into  the  only  remain- 
•ing  boat.  They  traversed  a  »pace  of  near  Si-»Q  nTiles  in  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  without  compass  or  v|uadrant;  and  with  a  blanket 
for  a  saiL  They  had  only  two  biscuits  divided  among  them  eve- 
ry tv/enty-four  hours  ,  and  as  much  water  during  that  space  to 
every  man,  as  the  neck  of  a  wine  bottle  broken  off  vv^ould  hold. 
At  the  expiration  of  sixteen  days,  when  the  last  division  of  bis- 
cuit and  water  had  been  made,  to  their  inexpressible  joy  they 
discovered  the  Portuguese  island  of  Fayal,  where  they  safely 
arrived  at  night-  The  American  cruisers  carried  into  L'Orient 
n  of  the  Jamaica  fleet.  The  whole  number  of  prizes  brought 
into  that  port  by  them  from  the  beginning  of  the  yeai'  to  the  end 
of  October,  amouats  to  32;  exclusive  cf  vvh4t  h^ve  arrived  iti 
other  ports  of  France. 

Vol.  Ill,  U  u  L  E  T^ 
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LETTER        XV. 

J^arisy  December  30,  1782; 
rRir.ND  G. 

ni'^HE  Governor  of  the  Universe,  to  wliose  justice  and  deter- 
JL  inination  all  the  hite  belligerent  powers  appealed,  having 
so  ordered  events  that  peace  is  at  length  fully  restored,  the  pre- 
sent  letter  shall  close  my  correspondence  upon  affairs  of  a  public 
iiature.  . 

Mr.  Francis  Dana,  your  late  American  resident  at  Peters- 
burgh,  but  who  sailed  from  thence  for  America  on  the  7th  of 
August,  labored  to  obtain  a  reception  in  his- public  character  ^ 
but  received  from  the  Russian  minister,  in  answer  to  his  appli-^ 
cation,  the  following  declaration— "I  have  to  renew  to  you,  Sii,- 
the  expression  of  satisfaction  with  which  her  Imperial  majesty  is 
impressed  by  the  mark  of  attention  which  your  constituents  have 
paid  her,  in  sending  to  her  a  person  expressly  clothed  with  ce 
public  character;  and  to  assure  you,   that  she  will  acknowledge 
vou  with  pleasure  in  that  quality,  the  instant  that  the  definitive 
treaties  which  are  on  the  eve  of  being  concluded,  shall  have  beenr 
executed — her  delicacy  b^ing  a  law  to  her,  not  to  take,  before 
that  time,  a  step  which  might  not  be  considered  as  corresponding 
with  those  which  have  characterized  her  strict  neutrality  during 
the  course  of  the  late  Nvar.    Notwithstanding  which  the  empress, 
repeats,  that  you  may  enjoy  not  only  for  your  own  honor,  but 
also  for  your  countrymen,   who  may  come  into  her  empire  on 
commercial  business^  or  otherwise,  the  most  favorable  reception 
and  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  nations.     The  conduct  which 
the  empress  has  held  during  the  course  of  the  war,  sufficiently 
witnesses  in  favor  of  the  impartiality  of  her  sentiments,  and  puts 
an  end  to  every  discussion  on  that  point,  and  ought  to  make  you: 
entirely  easy." 

While  the  negociations  for  peace  were  carrying  on  between; 
Great-Britain,  France,  Spain  and  Holland,  news  was  received 
from  the  East-Indies,  but  such  as  had  not  a  favorable  aspect  on  the 
British  interest  in  that  quarter.  Adm.  SufFrein,  with  twelve  ships 
of  the  line,  and  adm.  Hughes  with  eleven,  engaged  afresh  on  the 
12th  of  April,  1782.  This  action  appears  to  have  been  the  most 
bloody  that  had  been  fought  during  the  war,  down  to  that  periodj, 
m  proportion  to  the  number  of  ships.  The  British  had  1 44  kill- 
f^a.  and  430  wounded.    The  Frenchafter  that  proceeded  to  land. 

a  body 


^.  D.  1^82}  AMEUICAN^  REVOLUTION.  S.^ 

c  body  of  troops,  which,  being  joined  by  some  thoirsand  Scapoys 
jiLMit  by  Hyder  Ally,  invested  and  reduced  Cuddaloie  on  the  coabt 
of  Coromandel.    When  the  pielimlnaiy  aiticies  between  Britain, 
»ance  and  Spain  were   exchanged,  on  the  3d  of  last  February, 
further  advices  were  received  from  the  East-Indies,  giving  an  ac- 
■fount,  thac  notwithstanding  a  victory  which  Sir  Eyre  Cootc  gain- 
ed over  liyder  Ally  on  the  2d  of  June,  1182,  the  latter  kept  the 
field  ;  and  siK  days  after,  by  tlic  help  of  his  numerous  cavalry, 
f^urrounded  and  cut  off  an  advanced  body  of  the  British  army,  and 
continued  to  harrass  it  much  in  its  march.     Shortly  after  Sir 
J']yre's  bad  health  obliged  him  to  relinquish  his  command.     The 
iMcnch  fleet  being  fully  repaired  left  Cuddaloie,  and  on  the  5th 
of  July  came  in  sight  ^of  the  British  at  Negapatam,     Sir  Edward 
Hughes  immediately  put  to  sea,     The  next  day  [July  6.]  he  com- 
iijcnced  a  close  action  witli  Moiis.  de  SufFrcin.     Both  fleets  suf- 
fered much,  and  at  night  anchored  at  no  great  distance  taom  each 
other.     In  the  morning  the  French  ships  sailed  to  Cuddafore.; 
while  the  British  were  so  damaged  in  their  rigging  that  they  could 
not  pursue-     Suftrein  refitted  his  squadron  with  the  utmost  expe- 
dition, put  to  sea  the  beginning  of  August,  formed  a  junctioa 
with  a  number  of  French  transports  and  some  men  of  war,  and 
sailed  directly  for  Trincomale,  which  surrendered  to  him  on  the 
last  day  of  the  month,     Hughes  upon  gaining  intelligence  at  Ma- 
dras of  what  was  going  forward,  sailed  instantly  for  the  relief  of 
the  place;  but  did  not  arrive  before  it  till  the  2d  of  September. 
The  next  morning  [Sept.  3.]  Suffrein   came  out  of  the  bay  with 
IS  ships  of  the  line,  including  3  fifties,     Hughes,  with  only  12; 
-including  one  fifty,  was  ready  to  receive  him.     The  engagement 
began  about  noon  with  great  fury  on  each  .side  ;  and  continued 
with  equal  obstinacy  till  about  seven,  when  the  French  admiral 
.fh-ew  c^fl-',  after  having  lost  both  his  mizen  and  main-  mast,  and  had 
several  ships  greatly  damaged.     He  returned  to  Trincomale  at 
night,  but  lost  a  T4  gun  ship  in  re-entering  the  harbour,^  This  w^as 
the  fourth  battle  that    had    been   fought  between  Sir_  Edward 
Hughes  and  Mons.  de  SuiTrcin  w^ithin  seven  montlis.     Never  be- 
'fore  had  there  been  so  obstinate  a  competition  for  the  mastery  of 
the  Indian  Ocean.     Though  the  bravery  and  skill  of  the  British 
.admiral  and  sailors  prevented  Sufllein's  availing  himself  ofhi»- 
superiority  for  the  capturing  of  his  enemy's  ships  yet  he  displayed 
uncommon  courage,  and  exerted  himself  in  such  a  manner,  a? 
"howcd  him  to  be  an  able  commander  and  a  determined  toe.— 
\bout  the  20th  of  September,  Sir  Richard  Bickcrton,  with  a 
uviadrorv  of  fivs  ships  of  the  line,  and  near  5000  mcr,  jni\ed  at 
ivLidra-s. 
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In  December  last  Flyder  Ally  died.  Upon  which  general 
Mathews  w^as  ordered  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  to  proceed 
whith  his  whole  force  Into  the  country  of  Canaree,  in  order  to 
possess  Bednore,  the  capita],  where  Hyder's  immense  treasures 
were  supposed  to  be,  together  with  all  his  magazines  for  war.  As 
the  place  was  incapable  of  resistance,  it  was  delivered  up  to  the 
J3ritish  general  upon  his  appearing  before  it,  together  with  the 
province,  by  capitulation.  The  general  imprisoned  the  Indian  go- 
vernor in  direct  violation  of  the  articles,  and  committed  various 
irregularities.  After  that  the  general  besieged  Mangalore,  the 
principle  sea  port  and  marina  arsenal  of  Hyder  Alley,-  which  sur- 
rendered on  the  9th  of  March.  Tippoo  Saib,  who  had  succeed- 
ed to  his  father  Kyder  Ally's  designs  as  well  as  his  power,  re- 
solved to  rehnquish  the  Carnatic  ;  and  ^.arched  with  above  one. 
liundred  thousand  men  to  rescue  Bednorc.  Gen,  Mathews,  tho' 
lie  had  only  between  2  and  SOOO  troops,  of  whom  about  7 OO 
were  Europeans,  determined  to  march  out  of  the  capital,  and  give 
l)attle  to  Tippoo  Saib  in  an  open  plain.  The  contest  v/as  short ; 
Ills  handful  of  men  was  totally  routed  with  grsat  slaughter  ;  and 
he  was  obliged  with  the  broken  remains  of  his  force  to  take  shel- 
ler  in  the  fortress,,  which  stood  upon  an  en:iinence  nigh  the  town. 
After  a  siege  of  near  three  weeks,  the  garrison  obtained  terms- 
from  Tippoo  Saib,  securing  their  private  property  upon  their  de- 
livering itp  what  waspuhtic,  and  promising  them  safe  conduct  ta 
Bombay,  These  conditions  deprived  them  of  the  imniense  boot)' 
Ihey  had  acquired,-  they  determined  upon  eluding  the  same  by- 
dividing  the  treasures  among  tht^mselvcs,  Tippoo  Saib,  when  the 
contrivance  was  discovered,  considered  the  articles  as  annulled  by 
the  breach  £)f  faith  :  put  both  officers  and  men  under  confine- 
ment, and  stripped  them  of  all  they  possessed.  When  they  had 
suffered  many  indignities  they  were  sent  to  a  fort  up  the  country 
loaded  with  irons.  The  general  and  several  officers  are  thought 
to  have  been  put  to  death  with  circumstances  of  great  cruelty.—  - 
The  success  that  followed  the  recovery  of  his  capital,  encouraged- 
Tippoo  Saib  to  besiege  Mangalore  ;  and  the  garrison  were  reduc- 
ed to  great  extremity.  But  they  were  relieved  by  the  news  of 
the  general  peace,  which  arrived  in  July. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  went  by  sea  to  Bengal  for  the  recovery  of  hi? 
health.  When  upon  his  return  to  Nladras,  he  wascliascd  forry- 
eight  hours  by  two  French  men  of  war,  'I'he  solicitude  and  hiw 
iigue  he  underwent  in  continuing  nearly  the  whole  time  upon 
deck,  occasioned  a  relapse.  He  got  safe  into  port  on  the  26th 
of  April,  and  died  the  day  after  his  arrival,  at  a  juncture  when- 
his  abilities  were  greatly  wanted.  Though  the  retreat  of  Tippoo 
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Sz'ih  from  the  Cnrnatic  was  of  eminent  service  ;  yet  the  presidency 
of  Madras  were  not  satisfied,  while  the  French  possessed  Cudda- 
lore  in  the  neir;l)Ourhood.  General  Stuart  who  had  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  the  British  army,  was  ordered  to  reduce  it. 
I'he  garrison  was  numerous,  and  composed  of  chosen  hardy  vet- 
erans from  among  the  French,  and  a  number  of  Tippoo  Saib's 
best  troops  whom  he  had  left  witii  them.  The  general  began 
to  besiege  the  place  about  the  beginning  of  June,  and  while  life 
pressed  it  by  land,  Sir  Edward  Hughes  lay  off  the  harbour  to  cut 
off  its  communication  by  sea.  But  on  the  20th  of  June,  Mr,  do 
SufFrein  approached  him  with  n  ships  of  the  line,  two  more  than 
Sir  Edward  had.  An  engagement  comii.cnccd  about  four  in  the 
afKMnoon,  and  lasted  tliree  hours.  The  French  retired  on  the 
night  to  Pondicherry,  whither  the  British  followed  them.  The 
siege  was  continued  till  the  news  of  a  general  peace  in  Europe 
put  an  end  to  ali  hostilities. 

\Vhen  the  prchminary  articles  of  peace  came  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  British  parliament  on  the  nth  of  February, 
upward  of  450  members  were  present  in  the  house  of  commons. 
Great  debates  ensued,  and  the  contest  between  ministry  and 
opposition  was  supported  witli  unabating  ferver  on  each  side  dur- 
ing the  whole  niglit.  When  the  division  took  place  at  eight  the 
ensuing  morning,  the  proposed  ministerial  address  on  the  peace 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  sixteen,  208  voting  for  it,  and  224' 
against  it,  in  favor  of  an  amendment  proposed  by  lord  John  Ca- 
vendish. Mr,  Thomas  Pitt,  who  opened  the  debate,  and  moved 
for  the  address,  asserted,  that  from  the  papers  on  the  table  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  last  disgraceful  war  had  cost  the  nation  eonsid- 
inably  more  than  the  glorious  war  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
and  the  still  more  glorious  war  of  lord  Chatham,  and  indeed  than 
all  the  wars  put  together  in  which  the  nation  had  been  engaged 
from  the  revolution  to  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapclle.  In  the  house 
ot^  lords  the  address  moved  by  ministry  was  carried  in  their  favoT 
by  72  votes  against  59. 

'when  the  preliminary  articles  between  Great-Britain,  France 
and  Spain,  were  agreed  upon,  a  suspension  of  arms  took  place 
with  respect  to  Holland.  But  it  was  not  till  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber, that  preliminary  articles  between  the  Dutch  and  the  British 
were  signed  at  Paris  ;  by  which  a  reciprocal  restitutio'n  of  all  the 
places  afid  territories  taken  on  cither  side,  Negapatam  excepted, 
was  agreed  upon.  I'hc  navigation  of  the  eastern  seas  was  also  to 
be  free  and  unmolested  to  the  British  shipping  in  all  parts.  These 
two  articles  are  the  only  objects  worthy  of  special  notice.  Tnn- 
coinale  will  be  restored  to  the  Dutch  by  Ihe  French,  aa^reeable  to 

the 
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the  declaration  made  by  Mr.  de  Vergennes  on  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1782,  in  his  most  Christian  majesty's  name,  that  it  was  his 
invariable  intention  to  restore  to  their  higii  mightinesses  such  of 
their  colonies  as  miglii  remain  in  his  hands,  whenever  tlie  con- 
elusion  of  a  general  peace  would  enable  his  majesty  to  give  the 
republic  this  new  mark  of  his  affection  toward  it.  The  ratificatioa 
of  the  preliminary  articles  was  exchanged  with  the  duke  of  Man- 
chester on  the  29th  of  September  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  their 
high  mightinesses. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  the  definitive  treaties  between  Greats 
'Britain,  France  and  Spain,  were  signed  at  Versailles  by  the  duke 
c(  Manchester,  and  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  said  courts.    On 
the  sam.e  day,  the  definitive  treaty  with  Great-Britain  and  the  U^ 
nited  States  of  America  was  also  signed  at  Paris,  by  David  Hart- 
Jey,  esq.  the  British  plenipotcntlavy,  and  the  plcnipotentiaresof 
the  said  states.     On  the  HDth,  John  Adams,  esq.    wrote  to  yon 
(as  his  own  hand  will  inform  you,  should  not  the  letter  miscarry) 
*'  I  hope  that  private  honesty  will  not  be  violated  in  any  debt, 
snd  that  as  much  moderation  may  be  shown  towards  the  tories 
-as  possible.     The  stipulation  should  be  sacred,  and  the  recom- 
mendations at  least  treated  with  decency,  and  seriously  consider- 
-ed.     I  cannot  help  saying,  1  wish  they  could  be  complied  with. 
When  I  agreed  that  congress  should  recommend,  I  v/as  sincere, 
i  then  wished   and  still  wish,    that  the  recommendation  may  be 
agreed  to.     This  is  unpopular  no  doubt ;  but  treaties  are  solemn 
things  in  which  there  should  be  no  mental  reservations.     When 
Kew-York   and  Penobscot  are  evacuated,   the  people  may  be 
cooler — it  will  be  an  ugly  bone  of  contention.     1  always  dread- 
ed it,  and  would   have  avoided  it,  if  it  had  been  possible,  but  it 
ivas  not,"     The  proper  communication  of  this  letter  may  pro- 
duce at  least  in  the  Massachusetts  state,  a  degree  of  moderation 
toward  the  royalists,  the  w^ant  of  which  is  too  glaringly  evident 
in  the  proceedings  of  your  various  town-meetings. 

Now  that  the  operations  of  war  have  ceased,  a  subject  entirely 
novel  has  offered,  which  engages  the  attention  and  admiration  of 
iiU  orders  of  people. 

It  having  been  observed,  that  a  bah  filled  with  innammable  air 
would  ascend  till  that  and  the  external  air  of  the  atmosphere  were 
in  c([ailibfium  ;  Mr.  Montgoltier  made  experiments,  first  with  a 
globe  of  linen  and  paper,  of  105  feet  in  circumference,  and  then 
with  one  of  taffety  done  over  with  elastic  gum,  36  feet  in  circum- 
ference. The  ascent  of  both  answered  so  fully  the  expectatipn  of 
■every  one  present,  that  Mr.  Montgoltier  exhibited  a  new  trial  of 
liis  aerostatic  machine,  iilias  air  baiioci;,  at  the  castie  dc  la  Ma- 
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ette  on  the  23tl  of  November  in  the  afternoon.  The  balloon  was 
-70  feet  high  and  46  in  diameter,  containing  (;o,Ov)()  cubic  feet, 
and  was  capable  of  lifting  up  about  1600  wcigiit.  It  had  u  gar- 
Icry  annexed  to  it,  wjiciein  the  marquis  d'Aiandcs  and  Mr.  de 
kozier  placed  Lhcnibelves.  About  54-  minutes  alter  one,  the  se- 
veral powers  by  whicii  it  was  held  down,  being  removed,  it  rose 
in  a  majestic  manner,  and  the  osrial  navigators  were  soon  out  of 
sight.  When  it  was  at  least  3000  feet  higii,  it  remained  hovering 
in  view.  Its  passage  was  such  that  all  Paris  had  an  opportunity 
of  beholding  it.  When  the  travellers  found  they  had  pas^;ed  the 
metropolis,  and  were  over  the  open  fields,  they  descended  witli 
the  utmostcomposure,  after  a  progress  of  30,000  feet  within  2?i-  mi- 
nutes. The  affair  was  attested  at  five  o'clock  the  same  afternoon, 
by  the  signatures  of  the  duke  of  Pollgnac,  the  duke  of  Guines, 
Benjamin  I'Vank'in  and  ethers.  Since  then  Messrs.  Charles  and 
Robert  undertook  a  similar  expedition  on  the  . 1st  of  December. 
At  three-quarters  alter  one,  they  rose  with  their  chariot  annexed 
to  the  balloon,  in  the-  midst  of  a  profound  silence,  occasioned 
by  the  emotion  and  astonishment  of  all  parties.  When  they 
vvere  arrived  at  the  height  of  about  300  fathom,  they  moved  in 
an  horizontal  course,  by  regulating  their  ballast.  After  55  mi- 
nutes progress  they  heard  the  gun,  which  was  the  signal  of  theif: 
disappearing  from 'the  observers  at  Paris.  They  then  ceased  X.o 
confine  themselves  to  an  horizontal  direction,  and  gave-  them- 
selves up  to  the  contemplation  of  the  varied  scenes  in  the  open 
country  beneath  them.  They  shouted  vwe  Ic  roi,  and  heard  their 
shouts  re-echoed.  They  waved  their  banners,  and  perceived 
that  these  signals  redoubled  the  joy  and  security  of  those  be|ow. 
They  several  times  descended  near  enough  to  be  heard.  The^ 
reached  the  plains  of  Nesle  about  half  after  three.  Their  whole 
passage  made  about  nine  Paris  leagues,  which  they  ran  over  in 
two  hours,  with  scarcely  any  sensible  agitation  intheair.  They 
had  not  long  descended  to  the  ground  before  the  dukcde  Char- 
tres,  the  duke  Filz-James,  and  a  number  of  horsemen,  who 
had  followed  them  fi'om  Paris,  galloped  up  to  and  joined  them.. 
How  far  these  amusements  will  c>;iend,  and  how  lang  tliey 
will  be  followed,  depends  upon  the  safety  that  attends  tliem^ 
and  the  taste  of  the  puolic  ;  but  should  they  be  discontinued  for 
ages,  till  all  traditionary  traces  of  them  are  lost,  they  will  be  con- 
sidered as  lying  legends  in  the  faithful  pages  of  modern  history. 
It  only  remains  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  ministerial  phasnome- 
non  which  has  been  exhibited  to  the  British  nation  ever  since 
the  beginning  of  last  April,  in  the  coalition  between  lord  North 
3.nd  the-  hc^norabk   Charles  Fox,  ended  the  l-^m  of   D-^cem- 
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terby  a  royal  message  importing  that  it  was  the  king's  pleasure, 
that  they  should  dehver  tu  him  the  seals  of  theh-  respective  Qf- 
fices,  as  his  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state. 


LETTER        XVL 

Boxbary^  June  SO,  1183. 

THE  last  year  a  court  was  constituted  in  pursuance  of  the  3(k 
article  of  the  confederation,  to  liear  and  finally  determine 
the  dispute  between  the  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut, 
respecting  certain  land;-  They  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
Connecticut  had  no  right  to  the  lands  in  controversy;  and  that 
the  jurisdiction  and  pre-emption  of  ail  the  territory  lying  withia 
the  charter  boundary  cf  Pennsylvania,  claimed  by  Connecticut, 
<!id  of  righibelonfr  to  Pennsylvania.  Their  proceedings  and  sen- 
tence v.ere  returned  to  congress,  and  ordered  on  the  3d  of  Ja- 
nuary to  be  lodged  among  the  acts  of  congress. 

The  apprehensions  of  a  speedy  peace,  with  the  sufferings  of  the 
American  arm^y  under  gen.  Washington,  produced  the  last  De- 
cember, an  addressandpetitionofthe  officers,  totheUnited  States 
in  congress  assembled.  The  contents  comprehended  the  follow- 
ing articles — present  pay — a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  thear- 
rearages  of  pay,  and  security  for  what  is  due — a  commutation  of 
the  half-pay  allowed  by  different  resolutions  of  congress,  for  an 
equivalent  in  gross — a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  deficiencies  O'f 
rations  and  compensation — a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  defi- 
ciencies of  clothing  and  compensation.  I'he  signing  officers  oa 
the  part  of  the  Massachusetts,  the  Connecticut,  the  New-York, 
the  New-Jersey  and  the  New-Hampshire  lines,  at  their  canton- 
ments on  Hudson's-river,  said — *'  We  complain  that  shadows 
have  been  offered  to  us,  while  the  substance  has  been  gleaned  by- 
others.  Our  distresses  are  now  brought  to  a  point.  We  have 
borne  all  that  men  can  bear — our  property  is  expended — our  pri- 
vate resources  are  at  an  end,  and  our  friends  are  wearied  out  and 
disgusted  with  our  incessant  applications.  It  would  be  criminal  in. 
the  officers  to  conceal  the  general  dissatisfaction  which  prevails 
and  is  gaining  ground  in  the  army,  from  the  pressure  of  evils  and 
injuries  which,  in  the  course  of  seven  long  years,  have  made  theii' 
condition  in  many  instances  wretched.     They  therefore  entreat 

that 
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thatcongvcs'^.»  to  convince  Lhc  army  and  the  world,  that  the  Indc' 
pendcncc  of  America  shall  not  be  pLiccd  on  llic  ruin  f^i  >aa.y  paiv 
ticuiar  ckiss  caf  her  citizens ,  will  point  out  a  »ijde  for  imrnediate 
redress."     Gen.  M'Dougull,  and  colonels  liiookr-  and  Ogdsii, 
•were  chosen  aconomittee  to  wait  upon  conp^rcss.    Wliilc  the  bu- 
siness was  pending,  certain  public  creditors  and  otlicrs  at  'Pjiiia- 
dcipiiia,  wcre-contri.ving  how  to  .employ  the  ariyiy  for  thcestab- 
hshkig  of  continental  kinds.    The  financier,  Mr.  Robert.Morri.% 
or  rather  Mr,  Govcrncur  Morris,  is  suspected  to  have  bee.ii  at 
the  b&ttom  of  the  scheme  :  the  latter  is  allowed  to  be  .1  n\an  of 
.^leat  ahihties,  butis  thoughtto  be  one  of  the  mostdangerous  up- 
••on  the  cantlncnt,    tOfhccrs  and  soldiers  were  to  be  thrown  -into 
-fucii  a  .paroxism  of  rage  and  rcsentir^ent,  as  should  drive  them  in- 
"to  the  atten-^pt  of  compelling  congiess  to  comply  with  their  own. 
;/demartds,  a.nd  those  o'f  the.public  .creditors,  -wiio  were  to  arm  and 
i^oin  them.  Letters  were  sent  to  certain  miihary  persons  in  whom 
ihe  greatest  confidence  was  placed  that  so  affaire  inightbein  rca- 
'diness.  Mean  while  repoits  were  propagated  in  Philadelphia,  that 
idangerous  combinations  were  forming  in  the  army  :  whereas  the 
troops  were   apparently  ^ex.tr>emely  quiet,  notwithstanding  their 
itemper  was  very  -irritable,  :on  account  of  >their^]ong  protracted 
sufFeriiigs.    -At  length,  upon  the  arrival  of  a  particular  gentlcraaa 
jfrom  Philadelphia  in  camp,  about  the  8th  of  March,  such  senti- 
Jments  asthe  folio  wing  were  immediately  and  industriously  circu- 
lated—that  it  %vas  universally  expected  that  the  .army  would  not 
'disband,  till  they  had  obtained  justice^— that  the  public  creditors 
.looked  up  to  them  for  redress  of  their  grlevances,_would  afford 
them  every  aid,   and  even  join  them  in  the  field  if  aiecessar.y—- 
-that  some  members  of  congress  wished  the  measure  might  take 
•'efFect,  in  order  to  compel  the  public,  particularly  the  delinquent 
states,  to  do  justice.     When  the  minds  of  the  army  were  thought 
to  be  prepared  bv  these  means,  anonymeus  invitcitictns  were  cir- 
culated ontheildth  of  March,  requesting  a^enera-i  meetiogofthe 
ofhcers  on  the  next  day.  At  the  same  instance  many  manuscript 
copies  of  an  address  to  the  officers  [though  anonymous,  knowa 
since  to  have   been  drawn  up  by  major  Armstrong]  were  scat- 
itered  In  every  state  line  of  the  army.     It  was  in  a  peculiai  man- 
-n^r  calculated  to  inflame  every  breast,  and  taprovokc  all  to  unite 
.in  redressing  their  own  grievances,  while  they  had  arms  in  their 
hands.     To  sap  the  inllucnce  of  the  commander  in  chief,  should 
he  attemptto  counteract  the  measure, they  w-ere  directed  to  "  sus- 
pectthe  man  who  woul<l  advise  to  more  moderation  and  longer 
forbearance.'*     As  soon  as   general  Washington  obtained   the 
-nowledge  of  these  papers,  after  taking  notice,  in  general  orders 
Vol.  ilL  "    '  X  x  of 
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©f  the  1 1th,  of  the  anonymous  invitations,  he  requested  the  gene- 
ral and  field  officers,  with  one  oihcer  from  each  company,  and 
a  proper  representation  from  the  "staii  of  the  army,-  to  assemble 
on  the  following  Saturday,  the  io-th.  This  he  did,  '^' in  order 
to  rescue  the  foot  that  stood  wavering  on  the  precipice  of  des- 
pair, from  taking,,  while  the  pass-ions  were  inflamed,  those  steps 
which  would  have  led  to  the  abyss  of  misery..  He  acted  upoa 
the  principle,  that  it  is  easier  to  divx^rt  from  a  wrong  to  a  right 
path,  than  it  is  to  recall  the  hasty  and  fatal  steps  which  have  been. 
already  taken."  The  period  previous  to  the  officers  assembling, 
v/as  improved  by  the  general  for  softening  them  down.  The 
treatment  they  had  met  with,  the  suspicions  they  had  entertained 
of  a  design  to  trick  them,  the  strong  indications  that  had  appear*- 
ed  of  an  inclination  so  to  do,  and  other  occurrances,  had  imbit- 
tered  their  spirits  ,  so  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  that 
lie  could  calm  and  bring  them  to  a  temper  which  promised  aa 
happy  issue  to  the  meeting  he  had  proposed,.  He  sent  for  one 
officer  after  another  and  talked  to  them  privately,  setting  before 
them  the  ill  consequences  of  violent  measures,  and  the  loss  of 
character  that  would  follow  ;  and  brought  several,  to  their  tears, 
Numbers  were  prevailed  upon  to  relinquish  their  intentions,  and 
agreed  to  pursue  moderate  measures.  A  second  address  appear- 
ed on  the  1.2thj  wherein  the  author  artfully  insinuated,  that  the 
general  approved  of  their  discussing  the  subject,,  which  had  been 
proposed  by  himself  in  the  £rst. 

When  the  officers  were  convened  on  the  15th,  those  who  were 
for  moderate  measures  contrived  that  general  Gates,  who  was* 
thought  to  be  too  much  in  favor  of  the  reverse,  should  be  chosen 
president.  After  that,  the  commander  in  chief  addressed  the  mee- 
ting. The  hist  and  largest  part  of  the  speech  was  employed  in 
•counteracting  the  effects  produced  by  the  anonymous  papers. 
His  excellency  thus  expressed  himself — "  The  author  of  the  ad- 
dress is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  goodness  of  his  pen  ;  and 
1  could  wish  he  had  as  much  credit  for  the  rectitude  of  his  heart. 
— He  was  right  to  insinuate  the  darkest  suspicion,  to  effect  the 
blackest  design. — My  God  !  what  can  this  writer  have  in  view  by 
recommending.such  measures  ?  Can  he  be  a  friend  to  the  army? 
Can  he  be  a  friend  to  this  country  I  Rather  is  he  not  an  insidi- 
ous foe  ?  Some  emissary  perhaps,  from  New-York,  plotting  the 
ruin  of  both,  by  sowing  the  seeds  of  discord  and  separation  be- 
tween the  civil  and  military  powers  of  the  continent?"  He  af- 
terwards pledged  himself  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner  to  ex» 
eri  allhis  abilities  in  their  favor  ;  requested  them  to  rely  on  tht 

faith 
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faith  of  their  country,  and  to  place  a  full  confidence  in  the  purity 
ol'thc  intentions  of  congress:  and  conjured  them,  in  the  nan-ic 
of  their  common  country,  as  they  valued  their  honor,  as  tliey 
respected  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  as  they  regarded  the  mi- 
litary and  national  character  of  America,  to  express  their  utmost 
detestation  of  the  man,  who  wishes,  under  any  specitais  pre- 
tences, to  overturn  the  liberties  of  their  country  ;  and  who  wick- 
edly attempts  to  open  the  flood-gates  of  civil  discord,  and  deluge 
their  rising  em})ire  in  blood. 

it  was  happy  for  the  army  and  country,  that,  when  hrs  excel- 
lency had  hnished  atnd  withdrawn,  no  one  rose  and  observed — 
*'  that  general  Washington  was  about  to  quit  the  military  Hnc 
Jaden  with  honor,  and  that  he  Iiad  a  considerahir  estate  to  sup- 
port him  with  dignity,  but  that  their  case  was  very  different.  Had 
such  idcd-s  been  thrown  out,  and  properly  enlarged  upon,  the 
meeting  would  probablv  have  concluded  very  differently.  But 
110  counterpoise  being  uifered  to  the  speech,  the  business  of  the 
day  was  finished  to  the  w-ishes  of  his  excellency.  The  meeting 
of  officers  unanimously  thanked  him  for  his  address.  They  also 
icsolved  unanimously.  That  no  circumstance  of  distress  or  dan- 
ger should  induce  a  conduct  that  might  tend  to  sully  the  reputa- 
tion and  glory  they  had  acquired — That  tiie  army  continued  to 
have  an  unshaken  confidence  in  the  justice  of  congress  and  their 
country — That  his  excellency  be  requested  to  write  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  congress,  earnestlyintreating  their  speedy  decision  upoa 
the  subjects  of  the  oliicers'  address — That  they  view  with  ab- 
horrence, and  reject  with  disdain,  tlve  infamous  propositions 
contained  in  a  late  anonymous  address  to  the  ofiicers  of  the  army. 

General  Washington,  in  a  letter  of  tlie  18th,.  transmitted  to 
congress  an  account  of  what  had  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  urged  in  the  strongest  manner  their  being  gratified  ia 
what  they  had  before  applied  for.  On  the  22d  of  March,  con- 
gress resolved  that  the  officers  should  be  entitled  to  receive  to 
the  amount  of  hve  years  full  pay  in  money^  or  securities  on  in- 
terest at  six  per  cent,  per  ann,  instead  of  half  pay  for  hfe. 
I'hough  this  conmiutation  was  granted^  the  fears  of  >the  army 
were  still  alive,  lest  they  should  be  disbanded  or  the  lines  be  sepa- 
jated,  before  their  accounts  were  liq.uidated.  'I'he  commander 
in  chief  was  for  tlicir  being  disbanded  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  then 
iie  thought  their  wishes  should  be  consulted,  which  hepronounccd 
moderate  in  their  mode,  and  perfectly  compatible  with  the  ho- 
fior,  dignity  and  justice  due  from  the  country  ;  as  they  only  invoiv- 
ed  complete  settlement  and  partial  payment,  previous  to  any  dis- 
pexiion.     Three  months  pay  at  least  was  universally  cxpectAjd. 
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By  the  24th  of  March,  congress  received  a  letter  of  February: 
5th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  announcing;  a  general  peace,. 
and  a  copy  of  orders  given  by  count  d'Estaing,  for  the  purpose 
cf  putting  a  stop  to  all.  hostilities  by  sea  ;  hereupon  they  directed 
the  marine  agent  immediately  to  recall  ail  armed  vessels  cruising, 
linder  commissions  from  the  United  States  of  America.  The  m.ar- 
quis's  letter  v/as  dated  from  Cadiz:  in  it  he  wrote—'*  forty-nine 
ships  and  twenty  thousand  men  are  now  here,,  whom  count  d.'Es- 
taing  was  to  ioin  with  the  combined  forces  in  the  V/est-Indies,. 
and  durincrthc  summer  they  were  to  co-operate  with  our  Ameri- 
can army.     Nay,  it  had  lately  been  granted,  that  while  count 
d'Estaing  was  elsewhere,  I  should  enter  St.  Lawrence  river,  at 
the  head  of  a  French  corps,-    It  is  known  that  I  ever  was  bent 
opon  the  addition  of  Canada  to  the  United  States."  On  the  4tli 
of  April,  captain  Tohii  Derby,  commanding  the  Astrea,  arrived 
at  Salem  from  Nantz  in  22  days,  and  brought  with  him.  a  prints 
€d  copy  of  a  declaration  of  the  American  ministers,  given  at  Pa- 
ris the '20th  of  February,,  and  signed  John  Adams,  B.  Franklin^. 
John  Jay,     It  mentions,  that  the  ratifications  of  the  preliminary 
articles  of  peace  signed  the  20th  of  January,,  between  his  most 
Christian  majesty  and  the  king  of  Great-Britain,-  were  in  due- 
form  exchanged  by  tlieir  ministers  on  the  third  of  February  ; 
from  v/hich  day  the  several  terms  specified  fci'  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  are  to  be  computed  relative  to  all  British  and  Am>ericaii 
vessels  and  effects,.  Thus  the  sam.e  captain,  v/ho  carried  to  Great- 
Britain  the  iiist  news  of  actual  hostilities  at  Lexiiagton,  brought. 
to  the  Massachusetts  the  first  nev/s  of  the  ratifications  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  peace  being  exchanged. 

A  copy  of  the  articles  for  concluding  a  general  peace  between. 
Great-Britain  and  iVmerica,  being  received  from  Philadelphia,, 
-were  pubHshed  together  with  the  declaration  in  the  Boston  pa- 
pers of  the  10th  of  April.  The  people  at  large  are  now  fully 
gratified  with  the  knowledge  of  all  the  particulars,  expressed  in 
■the  iblio wing  words, 

jlrtides  agreed  upon,  by  and  between  Tdclmrd  OsxcahU  esquire^, 
the  commissioner  of  his  Britannicnivjesty  for  treating  of  peac€ 
with  the  commissiojiers  of  the  United  Siates  of  America^ in  be- 
hafof  his  said  viaje sty ^  on  the  one  part ;  and  John  Adams j. 
Beyijamin  Franklin,  John  Jay  and  Henry  Laurens,  four  of  the 
said  commissioners  of  the  said  states  for  treating  of  peace  Wiik 
the  commissioner  of  his  said  majesty^  on  their  behalf,  on  the  other 

■  fart;  to  he  inserted  in,  a7id  to  constitute  the  treaty  of  peace  pro-- 
posed  to  be  concluded  between  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  and: 

the 
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the  said  United  States ;  hut  whic'i  ireaixj  is  yict  tn  be  cnnclurhd 
until  lenns  of  a  peace  shall  be  agiccd  upon  between  Great-Bri^ 
tain  and  France^  and  his  Britannic  majcsi]/ shall  be  ready  t(>i 
conclude  such  treaty  accardinf^hj. 

WHEREAS  rdciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  convcni:n(!«!> 
are  found  by  e^'pericncc  to  form  the  only  permanent  foumlatmrt^ 
of  pcHce  and  friendship  between  states  ;  it  is  agreed  to  form  tl'^ 
articles  of  the  proposed  treaty  on  such  principles  of  liberal  equity 
and  reciprocitv,  as  that  partial  advantages  (those  seed:-  of  discord; 
being  excluded,  such  a  beneticial  and  satisfactory  intcrcoui^t!  be- 
tween the  two  countries  may  be  established,  as  to  promise  and 
secure  to  both  perpetual  peace  and  harmony. 

Article  L  His  Britannic  majesty  acknowledges  the  said 
United  States,  viz.  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-bay,  Rhode- 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,,  Goniiecticut,  New- York, 
New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,.  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  sove- 
reign and  independent  states  ;  that  he  treats  with  them  as  such  ; 
and  for  himself,  his  heirs  and,  successors,  relinquishes  all  claims 
to  the  government,  propriety  and  territorial  rights  to  the  same^ 
and  every  part  thereof;  and  that  ail  disputes  which  might  arise  in 
future,  on  the  subject  of  tlie  boundaries  of  the  said  United  States 
may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  fol- 
lowing are,  and  shallbe  their  boundaries,  viz. 

ApvTIcle  H.  From  the  north-west  angle  of  Nova-Scotia,  viz-, 
that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  nortli,  from  the 
Source  of  St.  Croix-river  to  the  Highlands,  along  the  said  High- 
lands which  divide  those  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the 
river  Saint  Lawrence,  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  to  the  north-western  most  head  of  Connecticut-river ; 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  de- 
gree of  north  latitude  :  from  thence  by  a  line  due  west  on  said 
latitude  until  it  strikes  the  river  Iroquois  or  Cataraquy  ;  thence 
along  the  middle  of  said  river  into  lake  Ontario:  through  the 
middle  of  said  lake  until  it  strikes  the  communication  by  v/ater 
between  that  lake  and  lake  Erie  y  thence  along  the  middle  of  said 
communication  into  lake  Erie  ;  through  the  middle  of  said  lake^ 
until  it  arrives  at  the  water  communication  between  that  lake  and 
lake  Huron  ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  water  communica- 
tion into  the  lake  Huron  ;  thence  through  the  middle  of  said  lake 
to  the  water  communication  hctv;cen  that  l.ko  and  lake  Superi- 
or ;  thence  through  lake  Superior,  northw;^id  of  the  isles  Royal 
aiid  PhclJpeux,  to  the  Long  lukc;  thence  through  the  middle  of 
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said  Long  Lake,  and  the  water  communication  between  it  and  the 
Luke  ofthe  Woods,  to  the  said  lake  of  the  Woods  ;  thence  tho' 
the  said  lake  to  the  most  noith-western  point  thereof,  and  horn 
ihence  on  a  due  west  course  to  the  river  Missisippi ;  thence  by  a 
line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  said  river  Missisippi, 
until  it  shall  intersectthe  northernmost  part  of  the  3 1st  degree  of 
north  latitude  : — south  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the 
determination  of  the  line  last  mentioned,  in  the  latitude  of  the  31 
degrees  north  of  the  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalachi- 
cola  or  Catahouche  ;  thence  along  the  middle  thereof  to  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Flint-river  ^  thence  streight  to  the  head  of  St. 
Mary's-river,  and  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary's- 
river,  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  east  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay  of 
Fundy  to  its  source  ;  and  from  its  source  directly  north  to  the  a- 
forcsaid  Highlands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  At- 
ianiic  Ocean,  from  those  which  fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  ; 
-cornprehending  all  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of 
the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to  be 
drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries 
between  Nova-Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  East-Flurida  on  the 
other,  shall  respectively  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean  ;  excepting  such  islands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have 
been,  withm  the  hmitsof  the  said  province  of  Nova-Scotia. 

Article  IlL  It  is  agreed,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
Spates  shall  continue  to  enjoy,  unmolested,  the  right  to  take  fish  of 
eve^y  kind  on  the  Grand  Bank  ;  and  on  all  other  banks  of  New- 
foundland ;  also  in  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other 
places  in  the  sea,  where  the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  used  at 
any  time  heretofore  to  fish.  And  also  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  liberty  to  take  fish  of  every  kind  on  such 
part  of  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  as  British  fishermen  shall  use 
(but  not  to  dry  or  cure  the  same  on  that  island)  and  also  on  the 
coasts,  bays  and  creeks  of  all  other  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  do- 
minions in  America  ;  and  that  the  American  fishermen  shall  have 
liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unsettled  bays,  harbours, 
and  creeks  of  Nova-Scotia,  Magdelan  islands  and  Labrador,  so 
long  as  the  same  shall  remain  unsettled  :  but  so  scon  as  the  same, 
or  either  of  them,  shall  be  settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
said  fishermen  to  dry  or  cure  £sh  at  such  settlement,  without  a 
previous  agreement  for  that  purpose  with  the  inhabitants,  pro- 
prietors or  prossessors  of  the  ground. 

Article  IV.  It  is  agreed,  that  creditors  on  cither  side  shall 
meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value 
in  sterling  money  of  ail  bone  Ji<!c  d^bis  lieretofoie  contracted. 

Arti- 
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Article  V.  It  is  ac;recd  thattlic  conc^ress  shall  earnestly  re- 
coniiriend  it  to  the  Icgisijlurcs  af  the  respective  states,  to  provicis 
for  the  restitution  of  ail  estates,  rights  and  properties  which  have 
been  confiscated,  l>elonging  to  real  British  suKjccts  ;  and  also  of 
llie  estates,  rights  and  propertieiv  of  persons  resident  in  districts 
in  tlie  possession  of  his  majesty's  arms,  and  who  have  net  borne 
arms  against  the  said  United  States  i  and  tliat  persons  of  anv  o^ 
tiier  description  shall  have  free  liberty  to  go  to  any  part  or  parts 
of  any  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  and  therein  to  remain  \'2 
months  unmo-lestcd  in  their  endeavors  to  Gbtain  the  restitution  of 
such  of  their  estates,  rights  and  properties,  as  may  have  been 
confiscated  ;  and  that  congress  shall  also  earnestly  recommend  ta 
tlie  several  states  a  reconsideration  and  revision  of  all  acts  or  laws 
regarding  the  premises,  so  as  to  render  th€  said  laws  or  acts  per- 
fectly consistent,  not  only  with  justice  and  equity,  but  with  that 
spirit  of  conciliatioa  which,  on  tlie  return  of  the  blessings  of 
peace  should  universally  prevail.  And  that  congress  shall  al?^ 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  several  states,  that  the  estates,  rights 
and  properties  of  such  last  mentioned  persons,  shall  be  restored 
to  them,  they  refunding  to  any  persons  who  maybe  now  in  pos- 
session, the  bona  fide  price  (where  any  has  been  given)  which, 
such  persons  may  have  paid  on  purchasing  any  of  the  said  lands^ 
rights  or  properties,  since  the  confiscation.  And  it  is  agreed, 
that  ali  persons  who  have  any  interest  in  confiscated  lands,  either 
by  debts,  marriage  settlements  or  otherwise,  shall  meet  with  no 
lawful  impediment  in  the  prosecution  of  their  just  rights. 

Article  VL  That  there  shall  be  no  future  confiscations 
made,  or  any  prosecutions  commenced  against  any  person  or 
persons,,  for  or  by  reason  of  the  part  which  he  or  they  may  have 
taken  in  the  present  war,  and  that  no  person  sliall  on  that  ac- 
count, suffer  any  future  loss  or  damage,  either  m  his  person, 
liberty  or  property;  and  that  those  who  may  be  in  corifuienaent 
on  such  charges,  at  the  tinie  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in 
America,  shall  be  immediately  set  at  liberty,  and  the  prosecu- 
tions so  commenced  be  discontinued. 

Article  VII.  There  shall  be  a  firm- and  perpetual  peace  be- 
tween his  lU'itannic  majesty  and  the  said  states,  and  between  the 
subjectsof  the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the  other,  wherefore  all  hos- 
tilities both  by  sea  and  land  shall  theiiimmediately  cease;  all  pri- 
soners on  both  sides  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  and  his  Britannic  m£>- 
jesty  shall  with  ail  convenient  speed,  and  without  causing  any  de^ 
struction,  or  carrying  away  any  negroes  or  other  property  of 
the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrisons  and 
..iiects  from  the  United  .States,  and  from  every  port,  place  and 

harbour 
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3mrbour  within  the  same  ;  leaving  in  all  fortlfication-s  the  Ame^ 
rican  artillery  that  naay  be  therein  ;  and  shall  also  order  and 
cause  all  archives,  records,  deeds  and  papers  belonging  to  any' 
of  the  said  states,  or  then'  citizens,  which  in  tJie  course  of  the 
\vnr  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  officers,  to  be  forth- 
with restored  and  deliv.cied  to  the  proper  states  and  persons  to 
xvhom  they  belong. 

ARJICI.E  Will.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Missisippi^ 
from  its  source  to  the  ocean,  shall  forever  remain  free  and  open 
to  the  subjects  of  Great-Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

Ab.TICLE  iX.  In  case  it  should  so  happen  that  any  place  or 
territory  belonging  to  Great-Britain,  or  to  the  -Unite-d  States^ 
should  be  conquered  by  the  arms  of  either,  from  the  other,  be*- 
fore  the  arrival  of  these  articles  in  America,  it  is  agreed  that  the 
same  shall  be  restored  without  difScuity,  and  without  requiring 
.any  compensation. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  thirtieth  day  of 
Novembei-,  in  the  year  of  ouc 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two. 

RICHARD  OSWALD,        (L,  S.) 
JOHN  ADAMS,  / L.  S.) 

B.  FRANKLIN,  .(L.  S.j 

fOHN  JAY,  (L-  S.) 

HENRY  LAURENS.  (L.  S.) 

"Witness, 
Caleb  Wkitefood,  secretary  to  the 

British  commission. 
W.  T.  Fra>7Klin,  secretary  to  the 

American  commission. 

By  the  public  prints  we  learn,  that  the  followirtg  are  the  priit^ 
cipal  articles  of  peace  between  the  other  powers.  France  is  to 
•retain  Tobago  and  Senegal-  but  is  to  restore 'to  Gieat-Britain, 
fort  James,  on  the  river  Gambia,  Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  St, 
Vincent's,  Dominica,  St.  Christopher's,  Nevis  and  Montserrat, 
Great-Britain  is  to  restore  to  France,  Goree,  St.  Lucie,  St.  Pierre 
and  Miquelon.  The  lishery  of  France  and  Great-Britain  on  tlie 
coast  of  Newfoundland,  to  remain  on  the  same  footing  on  which 
they  were  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  except  that  part  of  the  coast  of 
Bonavista  at  Cape  St  John's,  w^iich  is  to  belong  to  the  British, 

France 
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France  Is  to  be  rc-cstifelishcd  in  the  East-Indians,  as  well  in  Ben- 
gal, as  on  the  cast  and  west  coast  of  the  l*eninsiil.i,  asrcgwlHled  b^ 
the  trealy  of  17G3.  The  articles  of  ail  preceding  treaties  ton- 
reining  the  demolition  of  Dunkiriv,  arc  to  be  suppressed.  Spaia 
rs  to  retain  Minovcu  and  West-Florida;  and  Great-Britain  cedes 
Kast-Kiorid.i  to  Spain,  An  agrccnTcnt  is  to  be  entered  into  between 
Spain  and  Great-Britain,  about  the  cutting  of  wood  in  the  bav  of 
Honduras.  St,  Eustntia,  Demarara  and  i-sseouifbo,  are  tobe'rcs- 
fjred  by  the  French  to  the  United  Provinces, 

At  12  o'clock  on  the  19t'hof  April,  tlie  day  which  C(;inplelcd 
the  eighth  year  of  the  war,  the  cessation  ofhosiiitcs  between 
the  United  vStatcs  and  Great-Britain  was  proclaimed  in  ti)c  Amer- 
ican armv  by  order  of  sreneral  Washin2;ton, 

Though  it  is  stipulated  by  the  ":1th  article  of  the  provisional 
treaty,  that^^  his  Britan-aic  Majesty  shall,  with<H-{£  carrying  away 
any  negroes,  or  other  property  of  the  American  inhabitant'-.^ 
withdraw  all  his  armies,  gariisons,  and  ficets,  from  tiae  United 
States  ,"  yet  a  considerable  number  of  negroes  belonging  to  the 
citizens  of  these  states  were  carried  i)fFl  'i'ijis  produced  a  con- 
ference between  general  Washington  and  Sir  Guy  Carlcton  on 
the  subject,  at  laapan  on  the  6th  of  May,  Sir  Guy  priiicipallv 
insisted,  that  he  conceived  it  would  not  have  been  the  intentioi'i 
of  the  British  government,  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  to  reduce  them- 
selves to  the  necessity  of  violating  their  faith  to  the  negroes,  who 
came  into  the  British  lines  under  the  proclamations  of  his  prede- 
'cessors.  He  forbore  to  express  his  senrin>ents  Qn  the  pronrietv 
'of  these  proclamations  ;  but  urged  that  delivering «p  the  negrot-'s 
to  their  former  masters,  would  be  delivering  them  up,  sonjc  pos- 
sibly to  executions,  and  others  to  severe  punishments,  which  in. 
his  opinion  would  be  a  dishonorable  violation  <?f  the  public  faiili 
pledged  to  the  negroes  in  the  proclamations.  He  observed,  tliat 
if  the  sending  aw^ay  of  the  negroes  should  hereafter  be  declared 
an  infraction  of  the  treaty,  compensation  must  be  made  to  the 
owners  by  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  that  he  had  takeii 
measures  to  pi'ovlde  for  this,  by  directing  a  register  to  be  kept  of 
all  the  ncgr.jcs  who  were  sent  off,  specifying  the  name,  age,  and 
(KCOpation  of  the  slave,  and  the  name  and  place  /if  residence  of 
tiis  former  master.  Hereniarlced,  th.at  lie  was  net  by  the  t.veaty 
held  to  ddi-vcr  up  any  property,  but  was  owly  restrained  from 
canning  it  away.  He  concluded  the  conv-ersiition  on  th^e  sui?jcct 
fcy  saying,  he  imagined  that  the  mode  (rf  compensating,  as  well 
as  the  accounts  and  other  points  with  respect  to  which  tliere  was 
no  eTpres-5-pro7isioii,  made  by  the  treaty,  must  be  iidjudged  hj 
Cvnnniissioners  to  be  hereafter  appointed  bv  the  tv*-Q  nations. 
Vol.  IIL  \  y  '  Qa 
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On  the  126th  of  May  congress  resolved,  that  the  American  mi- 
nisters plenipotentiary  for  negociatingthe  peace  should  be  direct- 
ed to  remonstrate  on  the  subject  to  the  court  of  Great-Britain, 
and  to  take  proper  measures  fur  obtaining  such  reparation  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  would  admit.  The  same  day  they  resolved, 
that  general  Washington  should  be  instructed  to  grant  furloughs 
to  the  non-commissioned  othcers  and  soldiers  who  had  inlisted  tor 
the  v/ar,  together  witii  a  proportionable  number  of  commissioned 
officers  of  the  difrerent.  grades ;  and  that  the  general  and  secreta-- 
TV  at  war  should  take  the  proper  measures  for  conducting  those 
troops  home  in  such  a  manner  as  might  be  most  convenient  to 
themselves  and  to  the  states  through  which  they  might  pass  ;  and 
that  the  men  thus  furioughed  should  be  allowed  to  take  their  arms 
with  them.  Something  of  a  similar  resolution  was  taken  respect- 
ing the  North-Carolina  troops  under  general  Greene.  You 
may  think  it  worth  recording,  that  Greene  wrote  on  the  2d  of 
Feb.  from  Charleston — "  Ever  since  the  enemy  have  been  gone, 
we  have  been  obliged  to  subsist  the  troops  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  The  state  agents  dropped  the  business  the  moment 
Ciiarleston  was  evacuated,  nor  could  the  authority  or  infiueuce 
of  government  induce  them  to  continue  a  moment  longer.'* 
I%Io:e  than  three  weeks  before  the  soldiers  were  ordered  to  be 
furioughed,  congress  called  upon  the  respective  states  to  forward 
the  collection  of  their  taxes,  that  so  the  financier  might  havcL 
wherewith  to  advance  them  a  part  of  their  pay  before  they  left  the 
field ;  and  he  at  the  same  time  was  directed  to  make  the  necessary 
arranj^ements  for  carrying  the  views  of  congress  into  execution. 

The  resolve  of  congress  for  furloughing  the  soldiers  inlisted 
for  the  war,  and  a  proportionate  number  of  officers,  and  the  or- 
der of  the.  commander  in  chief  founded  upon  it  on  the  2d  o£ 
June,  excited  astonishment  and  chagrin  in  the  generals  and  offi- 
cers commanding  regiments  and  corps  in  the  cantonmicnt  on  Hud- 
son's-river.  They  addressed  their  commander  upon  the  occa- 
sion on  the  5th:  solicited  his  further  aid  on  their  behalf;  and 
entreated  that  his  order  might  be  so  far  varied,  as  that  no  officer, 
or  soldier  should  be  obliged  to  receive  a  furlough,  until  congress 
could  be  apprized  of  the  wretched  situation  into  which  the  army 
must  be  plunged  by  a  conformity  to  it.  The  next  day  general- 
Washington  returned  them  a  satisfactory  answer.  He  expressed- 
his  hope,  that  the  financier's  notes  for  three  months  pay  to  the 
army  would  soon  arrive,,  and  that  the  settlement  of  accounts- 
might  be  completed  in  a  very  few  days  ;  by  which  the  two  sub- 
jects of  the  army's  complaint  would  be  removed. 

Affairs  were  so  regulated,  that  by  the  middle  of  June  the  sol- 
diers were  daily  returning  home  with  such  good  order  as  di<t 

then;. 
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theni  great  honor.  On  the  18th  of  the  month,  gen.  Washlngt>f^ 
addressed  aciicukir  letter  to  the  scveriUguvcriyors  and  picsidcn's 
of  the  United  States,  announcing  Ids  intended  resignation  of  the 
conim.ind  of  Uic  arniy,  and  expressing  ids  thoughts  as  to  tliose 
wise  and  sahitary  measu-res-whieh  he  thought  couid  alone  nuike 
the  states  a  great  and  flourishing  people.  "'I'hercare  four  things 
(he  said)  which  I  luMiibly  conceive  arc  essential  to  the  wcTl-LJe- 
ing>  I  may  venture  to  say,  to  the  existence  of  the  United  States 
r.s  an  independent  power,  lot.  An  indissohible  union  of  tlier 
states  under  one  foedcral  head.  2dly.  A  sacred  regard  to  puhlic 
justice.  Sdly.  The  adoption  of  a  proper  peace  cstablisliment. 
And  4'thly.  TliC  prevalence  of  that  pacific  and  friendly  dispo- 
sition aniongthe  pe(>p!e  of  the  United  &ates^  v/iiich  v/iil  Induce 
tlieni  to  forget  tl>cir  local  prejudices  and  polities  ;  to  makethoss 
mutual  concessions  which  are  requisite  to  the  general  prosperity  ; 
and,  in  some  instances>  to  t/aeriiicc  their  individual  advantages^ 
to  the  interest  of  the  community.-  These-  are  the  pillars  on  -wniclr 
the  glorious-  fahric  of  our  independency  and  national  character" 
must  be  supported.'*'  Toward  the  close,  his. words  were — *'  It 
remains  then,  to  Le  my  iinal  and  only  request,  that  your  excel- 
lency will  communicate  these  sentiments  to  your  legislature,  a!; 
tlieir  next  meeting  ;  and  that  they  may  be  considered  as  the  le- 
gacy of  one  who  has  ardently  wished^  on  all  occasioijs,  to  be  use- 
ful to  his  country,  and  v/ho,- even- in  the  shade  of  retirement^ 
will  not  fail  to  implore  the  divine  benediction  upon  it„'' 

A  committee  of  congress  having  beers  appointed  to  enquir-:? 
fully  into  the  proceedings  of  the  oUice  cf  finance,  reported  on 
the  nth  of  June,  that  in  examining  the  reforms  which  had  been 
made  in  the  public  expenditures,-  their  attention  was  necessarily- 
called  to  the  expenditures  of  former  years;  and  thatin compar- 
ing these  with  the  present,  and  making  every  allowance  for  the: 
difference  of  times  and  circumstances,  they  v/ere  of  opinion,  that 
the  order  and  oeconomy  whi-ch  had-bcen  introduced  since  the  esta- 
blishment of  this  office^  had  been  attended  with  great  savings 
of  public  money,  as  well  as  manv  other  beneHcial  consequences. 
The  same  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

The  extravagance,  waste  and  enormities  in  cxpcnces  and 
charges  among  the  British,  being  the  subjects  of  conversation  iif 
company  with  several  of  the  Nevv-  Knglaiid  delegates,  these  were 
led  to  remark  upon  the  enormous  expences  of  the  American  ar- 
my, through  waste,  bad  management,  and  other  causes.  After 
that,  two  of  the  Massachusetts  delegates  acknowledged,,  that  it 
cost  congress  at  the  rate  of  18  miilioiisper  annum,  hard  doIlai*s> 
to  carry  on  the  war,  till  Mr.  Morris  was  chosen  financier,  and 
that  theaitcost  them  but  aboutrlve  millions. 

L  E 1'  T  E  S, 


^7Q  The   H  I  ST  O  H  Y  of  to?.  [J.  p,  ilW^ 

LETTER        XVII. 

Mmhrj/r  -^/nJ  9,  1784- 

ADVICE  being  sent  by  express  to-  Philadelphia  fro-m  Lancaar* 
ter,  6^  miles  distant,  that  about  §0  of  the  Penns-yivania  le-r 
vies  stationed  there,  were  marching  to  the  city  in  defiance  of  their 
officers,  to  seek  a  redress  of  grievances  from  the  executive  council 
of  the  state,  the  same  was  communicated  to  congress  ;-  who  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  confer  with  the  council  on  the  19th  of 
June.  The  committee  urged  the  calling  out  a  detachment  of  mi- 
iitia  to  intercept  the  mutineers  on  their  march,  and  suggested  the 
danger  of  their  being  suffered  to  join  the  troops  in  the  barracks, 
who  a  few  days  before  had  sent  an  in-solent  and  threatening  mes- 
sage to  congress,  in  the  name  of  a  board  of  sergeants.  The  coun* 
cii  sho\ving  a  reluctance  tx),  com  ply,  from  an  opinion  that  the  mili- 
tia would  not  be  willing  to-  act  till  some  outrage  was  committed 
by  the  troops,  the  assistant  secretary  at  war  was  sent  by  the  corn* 
xnittee  to  meet  the  mutineers,  and  endeavor  to  engage  them  to  re- 
turn to  Lancaster,  They  however  persisted,  and  arrived  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th  at  Philadelphia.  They  proceeded  to  the  bar- 
yacks,  where  were  quartered  about  150  veterans,  lately  arrived 
from  Carolina,  the  corps  of  artillery,,  and  others  of  different  corps, 
amounting  to  upward  of  300  in  the  whole.  The  day  following 
[June  21.]  the  troops,  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  drums  beating, 
inarched  to  the  state-house,  the  seat  of  congress  and  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council  of  Pennsylvania.  1.  hey  placed  guards  at 
every  door,  sent  in  a  written  message  to  the  president  and  council, 
and  threatened  to  let  loose  an  enraged  soldiery  upon  them  if  they 
were  not  gratified  as  to  their  demand  within  twenty  minutes.  No 
address  was  made  to  congress  j  but  for  some  hours  their  situation 
was  not  very  agreeable,  while  they  were  surrounded  by  about 
30.0  men,  with  guards  placed  at  their  doors,  and  the  soldiers  from 
every  appearance  seemingly  prepared  for  the  virorst  purposes.  Be- 
fore the  opportunity  presented  (after  being  about  three  hours  un- 
<ler  duresse)  of  retiring  without  any  other  insult  offered  to  them 
collectively  or  individually,  they  resolved,  that  the  authority  oi  ihe 
United  States  had  been  grossly  insulted  by  the  armed  s^ldiei-s — 
that  the  committee  confer  with  the  executive  council,  and  that  in 
case  it  should  appear  to  the  committee,  that  there  was  no  tatisfac- 
tory  ground  for  expecting  adequate  exertions  by  the  Pennsylva- 
nia state  for  suppoith>g  tiie  dignity  of  the  foederal  govevDmi^nt, 
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die  piesidcnt,  on  the  advice  of  tlie  commiuce,  slioulJ  suiVjmoii 
the  members  <»f  congress  U>  nicctoii'i'iiuii:day  the  2Gth  at  Tren- 
ton or  Pilnccton — and  that  the  sccixtary  at  war  should  toiiimu-r 
Bicate  to  the  commander  ia  chief,  the  sutc  and  dii;j>os)lion  of 
the  troops  in  Philadelphia,  that  so  he  might  t.dcc  immediate  mea- 
sures to  dispatch  to  the  city  such  force  as  he  should  judge  expe- 
dient for  suppressing^;  any  future  disturbances.  The  committcO" 
conferred  with  the  council,  without  receiving  satisfaction^  whii^ 
the  mutinous  disposition  of  the  soldiery  continued  :  they  therefore- 
advised  to  the  summoning  of  congress  to  'iienton  or  Princeton. 
■^-Vhen  the  iiihabilants  of  Princeton  and  its  vicinity  knew  that  they 
were  to  he  honored  with  the  presence  of  congress,  they  resolved 
to  support  order  and  good  government,  and  exerted  tiiemseives 
to  accommodate  the  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

The  morneat  general  Washington  was  informed  by  express 
of  the  mutiny  at  Philadelphia,  he  ordered  a  detachment  of  1500 
men  to  be  put  m  motion  immediately  ;  and  gave  the  command  of 
them  to  general  Robert  Howe.  Upon  their  arrival,  the  disturb- 
ances were  soon  quieted,  without  bloodshed,  and  several  of  the 
mutineers  were  taken  up,  tried  and  condemned,  two  to  suffer 
death,  and  four  to  receive  corporal  punishment;  but  were  after- 
ward pardoned  by  congress,  as  they  did  not  appear  to  have  been 
principals  in  the  mutiny,  and  as  no  lives  were  lost,  nor  any  de- 
struction of  property  committed.  Congress  were  sensible  to  what 
it  was  partly  owing,  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  change  their 
jesidence  ;  they  therefore  directed  on  the  llthot  July,  tlie  su- 
perintendant  of  finance  to  report  to  them,  the  reasons  why  the 
troops  lately  furloughed,  did  not  receive  part  of  then- pay  pre- 
vious thereto,  agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  congress.  The  iinan- 
cier's  notes  with  which  such  payment  was  at  length  made,  soon 
passed  «t  a  considerable  discount,  notwithstanding  the  receivers 
ill  the  several  states  were  instructed  to  take  them  in  payment  of 
taxes;  as  also  to  take  them  up  v/henever  tendered,  if  they  ha(i 
public  money  in  theu'  hands :  thus  the  soldiery  had  experience 
of  a  fresji  hardship. 

On  the  1th  of  August,  the  representatives  of  theUoited  vState$ 
*'  resolved,  (unanimously, ten  states  being  present)  That  an  eques* 
trian  statue  of  general  Washington,  be  erected  at  the  place  wher<j 
the  residence  of  congress  shaU  be  established  :— That  the  status 
hit  of  bronze — the  general  to  Ikj  represented  in  a  Roman  dress, 
Iioiding  a  trun-'^heon  in  his  right  hand,,  and  his  head  encircled 
with  a  laurel  wreath.  The  statue  to  be  supported  by  a  marble 
pedestal,  on  which  aie  to  be  represented,  in  basso  relievo,  the 
;?ullQwijDg  principal;  evtflis  oi  tU^  wju,  ia  which  general  Wash* 
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ington  ccnimanded  in  person,  viz.  The  evacuation  of  Boston — • 
the  capture  of  tb.e  Hes-sians  at  Trenton — the  battle  of  Princeton: 
< — the  action  of  Monmouth— and  the  surrender  of  York.  On: 
the  upper  part  of  the  front  of  the  pedt,^str.L  to  be  engraved  as: 
follows:  The  United  States  in  congress  L:sscmblcd,  ordered  this 
statue  to  be  erected  in  the  year  of  cur  Lord  1783,  in  honor  of 
George  Washington,  the  iHustrious  commander  in  chief  of  the 
avmies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  during  the  war  which 
vindicated  and  secured  their  liberty,  sovereignty  and  indepen- 
dence." 

Toward  the  end  of  July  the  general  made  a  tour  to  the  north- 
vrr.rd,  as  far  as  Crov/n-Point,  When  returned  he  waited  upon 
congress  agreeable  to  invitation.  He  was  introduced  by  two  niem- 
})crs,  when  the  president  addressed  him  with — "  Sir,  Congress? 
tee]  particular  pkasurc  in  seeing  yourexcellency,  and  in  congra- 
tulating you  on  the  success  of  a  war  in  v;hich  you  have  acted  sa 
conspicuous  a  part."  Afler  some  further  affectionate  and  com- 
mendatory cxpressionsj  he  closed  witbsayin<^ — *'Hostiht:es 
tiave  now  ceased,  but  your  country  still  r^eeds  your  services. — 
tShe  v/ishes  to  avail  herself  of  your  talents  in  forming  the  arrange- 
nients  which  wiJl  be  necessary  for  her  in  the  time  of  peace.  For 
this  reason  your  attendance  at  congress  has  been  requested.  A 
committee  is  appointed  to  confer  with  your  excellency,  and  to 
receive  your  assistance  in  preparing  and  digesting  plans  relative 
to  those  important  object:?."  The  commander  in  chief  made  a 
reply  that  was  highly  acceptable..  He  aho  removed,  with  his 
family,  to  Rocky-hill,  near  Princeton^  that  he  might  the  more 
conveni<:'ntly  confer  with  the  committee. 

[Sept.  25.]  Congress  in  a  proclamation  published  lo  the  United 
States,  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  concluded  on  the  3d  of 
April,  1783,  between  the  kingof  Sweden  and  the  United  States 
of  North-America,  for  the  space  of  hftecn  years,  by  the  lion. 
Benjamin  Franklin,  commissioned  by  the  United  States,  and  a 
minister  plenipotentiary  named  for  the  purpose  by  the  said  king. 
By  the  Tth  article,  the  resident  subjects  of  each  party  are  permit- 
ted safely  to  navigate  their  vessels,  without  any  regard  to  those 
to  whom  the  merchandises  and  cargoes  may  belong  ;  c^nd  tofre- 
quentthe  places  and  ports  of  powers,  enemies  to  the  contracting 
parties,  without  being  in  any  way  molested,  and  to  carry  on  a 
commerce  not  only  directly  from  the  ports  of  an  enemy  to  a  neu- 
tral port,  but  even  from  one  port  of  an  enemy  to  anotiicr  port  of 
an  enemy,  whether  it  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  or  of 
different  princes.  Free  ships  aie  to  make  mcrchnndises  free  ; 
and  every  thing  (contraband  goods  always  excepted)  on  board  of 
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^hjps  bclonj^ing  to  suljjccts  of  tlic  one  or  the  other  of  the  con- 
tracting paitit'S,  is  to  be  considered  as  tree,  even  though  the  car- 
go, or  a  part  of  it,  belongi)  to  the  enemies  of  one  or  both.  Per-- 
sons  on  board  a  free  ship,  though  cnciuics  to  both  or  either  of 
the  parties,  arc  not  to  be  taken  out  of  tiie  free  ship,  unless  they 
are  soldiers  in  theactual  service  of  the  said  enemies.     Article  the 
9th  specifies  arms,  great  guns,  and  various  warlike  instruments^ 
under  the  name   of  contraband  or  prohibited  goods,  and   thca 
closes  with — ''  and  all  other  like  kinds  of.  arms  and  instruments- 
of  war  for  the  use  of  troops."*  By  the  lOLh  article  no  goods  a^e 
to  be  considered  as  contraband,  which  have  not  been  -xorkcd.  into 
the  form  of  any  instrument  or  thing  for   the  purpose  of  war  by 
Jand  or  sea,  much  less  such  as  have  been  prepared  or  wrought  uj> 
for  anij  other  use,  all  which  are  to  be  reckoned  free  goods ;  as 
also  all  those  which  are  not  comprehended  and  particularly  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  article..     Such  goods  may  be  freely  trans- 
ported by  the  subjects  of  either  party*  even  to  places  belonginr^ 
to  an  enemy,  sucii  only  excepted  as  are  besieged,  blocked  orin- 
vested  ;  a.nd  these  places  only  are   to  be  consiJered   as   such^ 
which  arc  nearly  surrouiided  by  one  of  the,  belligerent  powers. 
The  Sth  of  October  was  marked  by  the  attendance  of  a  depu-. 
tation  from  the  yearly  meeting.of  the  people  called  ouakers,  who 
being  admiUcd,.  delivered  their  address  to  congress,    and  Vvith- 
drew.     By  such  act  that  American  body  ef  people  acknowledged 
the  independent  sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  and  implicit- 
ly professed  their  own  allegiance.    The  meeting  was  held  m 
Philadelphia,  for  Pennsylvania,  N-ew-Jersey,  Delav/are,  and  the 
western  parts  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  The  address  was  dated 
the  4th  of  the  10th  month,  and  was  signed  by  more  than  live 
hundred  members.     It  related  to  the  slave  trade.     That  "respect- 
able body  had  at  length  proceeded  so  fari-n  the  cause  of  generaf 
liberty,  without  regarding  country  or  complexion,  as  to  enjoin, 
the  members  of  their  society  to  liberate  all  such  as  they  held  ia 
bondage;  which  injunction   was  generally  complied  with,  and 
the  African  thereby  restored  to  his  natural  and  just  right.  They 
feared  however,  that  some,  forgetful   of  the   days  of  distress,., 
were  prompted  by  avaricious   motives  to  renew  the  trade  for 
slaves  to  the  African  coasts,  contrary  to  every  humane  and  righ- 
teous consideration,  and  in  opposition  to  the  solemn  declarations 
often  repeated  in  favor  of  universal  liberty.     They  therefore 
earnestly   solicited  the  christian  interposition  of  congress,  for 
the  discouragement  and  prevention  of  so  obvious  an  evil. 

Ten  days  after  the  delivery  ;cf  their  address  [Oct.  IS.]  con- 
g^ress  by  proclamation  directed  that  the  I  Ith  of  December  should 

be 


in  The  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  or  the  {A.  i).  nik 

be  set  apart  as  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving.  On  the  same  day- 
they  *•  resolved,  lliat  two  pieces  of  the  lield  ordnance  taken 
from  the  British  army  at  the  Cowpens,  Augusta,  or  Eataw,  be 
presented  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  tlie  United 
States,  to  major-general  Greene,  as  a  public  testimonial  of  the 
■wisdom,  fortitude,  and  military  skill  which  disthiguished  his 
command  in  the  southern  department,  and  of  the  eminent  ser- 
vices which,  amidst  complicated  difficulties  and  dangers  i  and 
against  an  enemy  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  he  has  success- 
fully performed  for  hiseountry;  and  that  a  memorandum  be  en- 
graved on  the  said  pieces  of  ordnance,  expressive  of  the  Substance 
of  this  resolution."  The  commander  in  chief  was  also  to  be  in- 
formed, that  gen,  Greene  had  the  permission  of  congress  to  vi- 
sit his  family  at  Rhode-Island.  They  closed  the  business  of  the 
day  by  issuing  a  proclamation.  In  that  the  armies  of  tlie  United 
States  were  applauded  for  having  displayed  in  the  progress  of  an 
arduous  and  difficult  war,  every  military  and  p^itriotic  virtue — for 
their  fcrtitue  and  magnanimity  in  the  most  trying  scenes  of  dis- 
tress— and  for  a  series  of  heroic  and  illustrious  atdiievemeuts, 
exalting  them  to  a  high  rank  among  the  most  zealous  and  suc- 
cessful defenders  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind.  After 
giving  them  the  thanks  of  their  country,  for  their  long,  eminent 
and  faithful  services,  congress  declared  it  to  be  their  pleasure, 
that  such  part  of  the  fosderai  armies  as  stood  engaged  to  serve 
during  the  war,  should  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  Novem- 
ber next,  be  absolutely  discharged  from  the  said  scivicc.  On 
the  29th  the  commander  in  chief  was  directed  by  them  to  di.^- 
charge  all  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who 
were  in  Pennsylvania,  or  to  the  southward  thereof,  except  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Pitt, 

On  the  31st  of  October,  the  honorable  Peter  John  Van  Berck- 
el,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  their  high  miglitinesses  tlie 
States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  was  admitted  by  con- 
gress to  an  audience.  The  chevalier  dc  la  Luzerne,  gen.  Wash- 
ington, the  superintcndant  of  finance,  many  other  gentlemen  of 
eminence,  together  with  a  number  of  ladies  of  the  first  character, 
assembled  in  the  chapel  of  Princeton  college,  to  participate  of 
the  joys  the  audience  should  afford  ;  and  for  which  their  spirits 
were  put  into  proper  tone  by  the  arrival,  a  little  before  Mr.  Vari 
Berckel  entered,  of  an  authentic  account  that  the  definitive 
treaty  between  Great-Britain  and  the  United  States  was  conclud- 
ed. Mr.  Van  Berckel,  upon  bcin^  inti'oduced,  addressed  con- 
gress in  a  speech,  which  v/as  so  gracefully  pronounced  as  to  please 
those  who  could  not  undersfand  it,  becaubo  of  its  not  being 
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r*!*Eftgilsh.  He  then  delivered  a  letter  from  their  high  migh- 
tincsses.  The  president  returned  an  answer  to  the  minister:  in 
the  close  of  which  it  was  observed,  that  the  United  States  had 
r-eccived  the  most  distinguished  proofs  ^>F  regard  and  friendshij> 
ivom  his  ilhistriuus  family.  The  assembly  after  tliat  separated, 
xr.d  the  day  closed  with  coinivial  meetings. 

On  the  '2d  of  November,  were  issued  h-om  Ro;:ky^Hil!,  gen. 
Washington's  farewell  orders  to  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
Having  taken  notice  cf  congress's  proclamation  of  Oct.  the  18lh, 
Jie  said — '  It  only  remain?  for  the  commander  in  chief  to  address 
himself  once  more,,  and  that  for  the  last  time,  to  the  armies  of 
tiie  United  States  (iiowcver  widely  dispersed  the  in-dividuals  who 
coi>Tposed  them  may  be)  and  to  bid  them  an  atTwCtionate — along 
iarcwcll. — But  before  the  cominander  in  chief  takes  his  final 
leave  of  those  he  holds  mostdea-r,  he  wishes  to  indulge  himself  a 
few  moiuents  in  calling  to  inind  a  slight  review  of  the  past : — he 
will  then  take  the  liberty  of  exploring,  v/ith  hi3  mihtary  friends^ 
their  future  prospects — of  advising  the  general  line  of  ce^nduct, 
^vhich,  in  hiS  opinion,  ought  to  be  pursued  ; — and  h.c  will  con- 
clude the  address,  by  expressing  the  obligations  he  feels  himself 
under  for  the  spirited  and  able  assistance  he  has  experienced  from 
them,  in  the  performance  of  an  arduous  office."  His  closing 
words  were — '*  And  being  now  to  conclude  these  his  Ja^t  public 
orders,  to  take  his  ultimate  leave,  in  a  shor-t  time,  of  the  miiitarv 
oharacter,  and  to  bid  a  linal  adieu  to  the  armies  he  has  so  long 
had  the  honor  to  command,  he  can  only  ifgain  ofTer  in  their  be- 
half his  recommendations  to  their  grateful  country,  and  his  pray- 
ers to  the  God  of  armies. — May  ample  justice  be  -done  thcia 
here,  and  may  the  choicest  of  heaven's  favors,  both  here  and, 
hereafter,  attend  those,  who,  under  thedivine  auspices,  havese- 
curcfli  innumerable  blessings  for  others  !  Wixh  these  wishes,  and 
this  benediction,  the  commvnder  in  chief  is  about  to  retue  hoiu 
•service. —  The  curtain  of  seperation  will  soon  be  drawn — and  the 
a'rtilitary  scene  to  him  will  be  closed  forever." 

In  August  Sir  Guy  Carleton  received  his  final  orders  for  the 
'C-.'acuation  of  New- York.  On  the  nth  he  informed  the  presi- 
dent of  congress,  that  he  should  lose  no  time  in  fnlniling  his  ma- 
jesty's commands.  But  he  could  assign  no  precise  period.  Tha 
violence  of  the  Americans,  which  broke  out  soon  aft-er  the  ce^sa- 
tioa  of  hostilities,  increased  the  numbers  of  those  that  looked  to 
liira  for  escape  taom  threatened  destruction.  The  news-papers 
contained  repeated  menaces  from  committees  formed  in  various 
towns,  cities  and  districts,  and  even  at  Philadelphia,  vvhicli 
a4Jgmented  the  terrors  of  Uie  loyalists,  so  that  Sir  Glv  could  not 
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In  honor  leave  any  of  those  behind,  who  were  desirous  of  quitting 
the  country.  He  expressed  his  concern  at  congrei^s*s  having 
suspended  to  that  kite  hour  the  recommendations  stipulated  by  tlie 
treaty.  The  committee  -of  congress  had  reported,  on  the  30th 
of  May,  after  a  preamble — "  therefore  resolved,  that  the  several 
•states  are  hereby  required  to  remove  all  obstructions  which  may 
interpose  in  the  way  of  the  entire  and  faithful  execution  of  the 
fourth  and  sixth  articles  ;  and  that  it  be  at  the  same  time  earnestly 
recommended  to  them,  to  take  into  serious  (Consideration  the  fifth 
article;  and  to  conform  to  the  several  matters  therein  cowtained, 
with  that  spirit  of  moderation  and  liberality,  which  ought  ever 
to  characterise  "Cx-iZ  deliberations  and  measures  of  a  free  and  en- 
lightened nation."'  Instead  of  adopting  and  publishing  the  re- 
solution, a  motion  was  made  that  the  report  be  eommjtted,  iq?- 
which  twenty-two  members  of  congress  present  agreed  :  The 
New- York  delegate,  Mr.  (formerly  colonel)  Hamilton,  one  of- 
the  committee^  distinguished  himself  by  his  firmness  and  consist- 
ency in  giving  it  iiis  smgic  negative.  I'he  inveteracy  discovered 
in  the  states  against  the  parties  alluded  to  in  the  fiftli  article,  un- 
doubtedly infiuenced  the  minds,  of  several  to  vote  for  the  com- 
mitment, wiiiie  the  inclination  of  others  prompted  them  to  use 
thac  as  an  argument  for  their  so  voting.  The  aversion  of  the 
people  to  a  compliance  v/ith  such  recommendations,  had  they 
been  published,  did  not  proceed  altogether  from  the  rancor  of 
the  heart:  but  interest  influenced.  Debts,  which  had  never  h^zn 
contracted,  were  claimed,  and  paid  out  of  the  confiscated  estates  " 
in  some  instances  by  those  who  were  debtors  to  the  parties  suf- 
fering by  the  conhscations,  Confiscated  property  to  a  consider- 
able amount  had  been  purchased  by  many  at. a  trifling  expenc^Cc 
Had  the  recommendations  been  passed  and  complied  with,  scenes 
of  notorious  injustice  would  have  been  laid  open^  the  most  be- 
neficial bargains  superseded,  and  th*i  payment  of  a  number  of" 
simple  contract  and  bond  debts  speedily  required. 

Tuesday,  November  the  25th,  was  the  day  agreed  upon  for 
the  evacuation  of  New-York,  To  prevent-every  disorder  whicii 
might  otherwise  ensue  from  such  an  event,  the  American  troops 
under  the  command  of  general  Knox  marched  from  Haerlera  to 
the  Bowery  lane  in  the  morning.  They  remained  there  till  about 
one  o'clock,  when  the  British  forces  left  the  posts  in  the  Bowery, 
and  the  Americans  marched  forward  and  took  pessession  of  the 
city.  This  being  effected,  Knox  and  a  number  of  citizens  or 
horseback  rode  to  the  Bowery  to  receive  their  excellencies  gen„ 
Washington  and  governor  Chnton,  who,  with  their  suits,  made 
their  public  entry  into  the  city  on  horseback  i  followed  by  the 
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iicut.  governor  and  ihc  meinbcrs  of  council,'  for  the  tcM-nporary 
government  of  the  southern  districi,  fovu-  abreast — gen.  Knox  and 
the  oHlcers  of  the  arnr/,  eight  ahreast-r-citlzcns  on  horschack^ 
eight  abieasi — the  speaker  of  the  assembly  and  citizens  on  foot, 
eight  abreast.  The  procession  ceased  at  Cape's  tavern.  The  go- 
vernor gave  a  public  diiiner  at  Frances's  tavern  ;  at  whicli  the 
commander  in  chief  and  other  general  officers  were  present.  I'hc 
arranj;ementi5  for  the  whole  business  were  so  well  matlc  and  ex* 
rented,  that  the  most  admirable  tranquility  succeeded  through 
the  day  and  night.  On  Monday,  [Dec.  1.]  the  governor  gave  aa 
H^legan't  entertainment  to  the  French  embasfiador,-  the  Chcv.iliv  r 
de  la  Luzerne.  Gen.  Washington,  the  principal  officers  of  the 
New-York  state  and  af  the  army,  and  upward  of  a  hundred  gen- 
tlemen, were  present.  Magnificient  fire-works,  infinitely  excee- 
ding everything  of  the  kind  before  seen  in  the  United  Slates,  were 
exhibited  at  the  Bowling-green  in  the  Broad-way,  in  the  cvcnin*; 
of  Tuesday,  in  celebration  of  the  deiiniLive  treaty  of  peace.  Thcv 
commenced  by  a  dove's  descending  with  the  olii'C  branchy  and. 
setting  fire  to  a  marron  battery. 

On  Thursday  noon,  [4th]  the  principal  officers  of  the  army  as- 
sembled at  Frances's  (aiiaf.  Black  Sam's)  tavern,  to  take  a  finat 
leave  of  their  much-loved  commander  in  chief.  After  awliiiev 
gen.  Wasliington  came  in,  and  calling  for  a  glass  of  wine,  thus 
addressed  them — '*  With  an  heart  full  of  love.and  gratitude,  i 
tiow  take  leave  of  you.  I  most  devoutly  wish,  that  your  latter  days 
may  be  as  prosperou-s  and  happy,  as  your  former  ones  have  been 
glorious  and  honorable."  Having  drank,  he  said — 'Tcannotcome 
ti)  each  of  you  to  take  my  leave,  but  shall  be  obliged  to  you,  if 
each  will  come  and  take  mc  by  the  hand."  Gen.  Knox  being 
nearest  turned  to  him  ;  Washington  with  tears  rolUng  down  his 
cheeks,  grasped  Knox's  hand,  and  then  kissed  him  :  he  did  the 
same  by  every  succeeding  officer,  and  by  some  other  gentlemen 
who  v/cre  present  The  passions  of  human  nature  were  nevet- 
more  tenderly  agitated,  than  in  this  interesting  and  distressful 
scene.  The  whole  company  vv-erc  in  tears.  When  Washington 
left  the  room,  and  ])assed  through  the  corps  of  light-infantry  about 
two  o'clock  in  his  way  to  Whitehall,  the  otheis  followed,  walking 
in  a  solemn,  mute,  and  mournful  procession,  with  heads  hanging 
down  and  dejected  countenances,  till  he  embarked  in  his  barge 
«^Cor  Povvle*s-Hook.  Wlien  he  hud  entered,  he  turned,  took  off 
-  Ills  hat,  and  with  that  bid  them  a  silent  adieu.  They  paid  liini 
'''4he  same  affectionate  compliment,  and  the  barge  pushing  oit,  re- 
'•'^rncd  fio.^i  Whitehall  in  like  manner  as  they  he'a  advanced. 

Though"  ^ 
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Though   gen.  V/achingtoa  was  FiOt  stayed  in  his  progress  ts»- 
Philadelphia  by  the  congress,  who  on  the  ist  of  November,  had 
elected  the  honorable  Thomas  MiiHin  president,  and  three  days 
after  had  adjourned  to  meet  at  Annapolis,  in  Maryland,  en  the 
i26th,  yet  it  was  the  8th  of  December,  at  noon,  before  general 
"Washington  arrived  at  the  capital  of  Pennsylvania,     When  his  . 
intention  of  quitting  the  army  was  known,  he  was  compliment- 
ed and  received  with  the  utmost  respect  and  affection  by  all  or* 
ders  ot  men,  both  in  the  civil  and  mihtary  line.     He  remained 
some  days  in  Philadelphia.     While  in  the  city  he  delivered  m 
his  accounts   to  the  comptroller,  down  to  December  the  1 3th, 
all  his  OuJu  limid  writing,  and  every  entry  made  in  the  most  par- 
ticular manner,  stating  the  occasion  of  each    charge,  so  as  toe 
give  the  least  trouble  in  examining  and  comparing  them  with  the?' 
vouchers  with  vv'hich  they  were  attended. 

The  heads  are  as  follows,  copied  from  the  folio  manuscript 
paper  book,  in  the  file  of  the  treasury-office,  No.  3700,  being 
ii  black  box  of  tin,  Gontaining,  under  lock  and  key,  both  that 
and  the  vouchers. 

Total  of  expenditures  from  1775  to  1783,  exclu- 
sive of  provisions  from  commissaries  ajid  con- 
tractors, and  of  liquors,  &c.  from  them  and 
others,  -  -  -         - 

'-^Secret  intelligence  and  service, 

Spent  m  reconnoitring  and  travelling,^^ 

Miscellaneous  charges, 

T^xpended  besides,  dollars  according  to  the  scale 
of  depreciation, 

c£.16,311  17  \ 
Note,  104,364  cf  the  dollars  were  received  after  March,  W80., 
snd  although  credited  40  for  one,  many  did  not  fetch  at  ths 
late  of  a  hundred  for  one,  while  27,775-  of  them  are  returned 
■without  deducting  any  thing  from  the  above  account  (and  there- 
fore actually  made  a  present  of  to  the  public.) 

^  Gen.  Washington's  account)  From  June,  1775 

to  the  end  of  June,   1783,  o£'J6,311      17     1 

^Expenditure  from  July  1,  1783,  to  Dec.  13,  1717       5     -^^ 

(Added  afterward/ from  thence  to  Dec- 2t^;,  2. 

200  fiulneas  advanced  to  fena.al  M«Douga)]»  are  rot  indudcd  inthf 
I982I.  los.  not  being  yet  settled,  but  iududed  in.  somc  of  tbe  other  charges^ 
^nd  fo  reckoned  in  ths  gcatnl  fum' 
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Mrs.  Washington^  travelling  ea'pcj-ccs  in  coming 
to  the  gcncial  and  returning,  10«' 


jawful  money  ofVirgini;-!,  the  sanrie  a^s  the  MassachuGCtts,  or 

14,479!. 'iSs.   gd.  3qrs.  llcrling. 

'i  iic  general  entered  in  his  book — '•  1  tmd  upon  the  tinai  c^lX^ 
justinent  of  these  recounts,  that  I  am  a  considcrablr  Jose: — i^ny 
disbursements  falling  a  good  deal  short  oi  my  receipts,  and  the. 
money  I  had  upon  hand  of  mv  own  :  for  besides  the  sums  I  car-, 
lied  with  me  to  Cambridge  in  il7j,  I  received  monies  aflerward;?^ 
on  private  account  in  1117  and  since,  which  (excepts  mall  sum.a 
that  I  had  occasion  now  and  then  to  apply  to  private  use^)  were 
all  expended  in  ihc  public  service  :  thrciugh  hurry  1  suppose,  aucl 
the  perplexity  of  business  (Fori  know  not  how  else  to.  account  fou 
the  deficiency)  I  have  omitted  to  charge  the  same,  whilst  every. 
debit  against  me\^  here  credited.     July  1,  nS3." 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  the  United  Slates  (you  will  be 
likely  to  add — and  for  Great-Britain)  had  each  person  who  has 
Jiandled  public  money  been  equally  exact  and  punctual! 

General  Washington,  after  etelivering  in  his  accounts,  hastened 
to  Annapolis,  where  he  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  De- 
cember.  'Jlie  next  dav  Ije  informed  congress  of  his  arrival  in 
that  city,  with  the  intention  of  asking  leave  to  resign  tlie  commis- 
sion he  had  the  honor  of  holding  in  iheir  service,  and  desired  tol 
kn,ow  their  pleasure  in  v/hat  manner  it  would  be  most  proper  to 
offer  his  resignation — v/hether  in  writing  or  at  an  audience.  'Jhey 
resolved  that  it  should  be  at  a  public  audience,  the  following! 
Tuesday  at  twelve  o'clock.  The  general  had  been  so  reserved 
with  regard  to  the  time  of  his  intended  resignation,  that  congress 
had  not  the  least  apprehension  of  its  being  cither  so  soon  or  -o 
sudden. 

When  the  day  was  arrived,  [i23.]  and  the  hour  approached  for 
fixing  the  patriotic  charac(jer  of  the  AMERICAN*  CHl-EF,  the 
gallery  was  iilled  with  a  beautiful  group  of  elegant  ladies,  and  some 
graced  the  fioor  of  congress".  On  this  likewise  were  the  govern- 
or, council  and  legislature  of  Maryland,  several  general  officeis, 
the  consul  general  of  France,  and  che  re^-pectable  ciiizens  of  Au- 
iiopolis.  Cvongress  were  seated  and  covered,  as  representatives 
of  .the  sovereignty  of  the  Union,  the  spectators  were  uncovered 
and  standing,  'i'he  general  was  introduced  to  achair  by  tlie  secre- 
tary, who,  after  a  decent  interval  ordered  silence.  A  short  pause 
ensued, when  thehonorabic'l'homasMiiiiin.thepresfdcntjinforni- 
cd  the  general,  that  "-  tlic  United  ::;lRte3  ir  ccneress  asseniblcd 
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were  pieparcd  to  receive  his  coinmiinications  i*'  on  whkh  he  vose 
with  great  dignity,  and  delivered  this  address — "  Mr.  President, 
The  great  events  on  wiiich  my  resignation  depended  having  at 
length  taken  place,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  offering  my  sincere 
congratulations  to  congress,  and  of  presenting  roy  self  before  tl^^iif^ 
to  surrender  ii.ito  their  hands  the  trust  comniitted  to  me,,  and^p 
claim  the  indulgence  of  retiring  from  the  service  of  my  country. 

"  Flappy  in  the  coniirmation  of  our  independence  snd  sove- 
reignty, and  pleased  v/ith  the  opportunity  afforded  the  United 
States  of  becoming  a  respectable  nation,  I  resign  with  fatisfac^ 
tion,  the  appointment  I  accepted  with  diffidence — -a  diffidence  ia 
my  abilities  to  accomplish  so  arduous  a  task ;  which  however  waft 
superseded  by  a  conhdencc  in  the  rectitude  of  our  cause,  the  sup^ 
por:  of  the  supreme  power  of  the  union,  and  the  patronage  of 
Heaven. 

"  The  successful  termination  ,of  the  war  has  verified  the  most 
sanguine  expectations:  and  my  gratitude  for  the  interposition  of 
Providence,  and  the  assistance!  have  received  from  my  coun-r 
trymen,  increases  with  every  review  of  the  momentous  contest. 

"•  While  I  repeat  my  obligations  to  the  army  in  general,  I 
should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings  not  to  acknowledge  in  this 
place,  the  peculiar  services  and  distinguished  merits  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  attached  to  my  person  during  the  war.  It 
was  impossible  the  choice  of  contidential  officers  to  compose  my 
family  should  have  been  more  fortunate.  Permit  me,  Sir,  to  re« 
commend  in  particular  those  who  have  continued  in  the  service 
to  the  present  moment,  «s  worthy  of  the  favorable  notice  and 
patronage  of  congress. 

"  I  consider  it  as  an  indispensable  duty  to  close  tliis  last  act  of 
my  official  life  bv  commending  the  interest  of  our  dearest  coun- 
try to  the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  and  those  who  have  the 
superintendence  of  them  to  his  holy  keeping. 

"  Having  now  finished  the  work  assigned  me,  I  retire  from 
the  great  theatre  of  action,  and  bidding  an  affectionate  farewell 
to  this  august  body,  under  whose  orders  I  have  so  long  acted,  I 
here  offer  my  commission,  and  take  my  leave  of  all  the  employ- 
ments of  public  life." 

The  general  was  so  powerfully  impressed  with  the  great  and 
interesting  scenes  that  crowded  in  upon  his  imagination  while 
speaking,  that  he  would  have  been  scarce  able  to  have  uttered 
more  than  the  closing  period.  He  advanced  and  delivered  to  the 
president  his  commission,  with  a  copy  of  his  address.  Having 
lesumed  his  placC;  he  re  cived  in  a  standing  posture,  the  following 

ansTcr 
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answer  of  congress,  which  the  president  (^divered  with  elc^'^rincc  ; 
but  not  without  biich  a  sensibility  U'i  chntAfrcd  and  spread  a  degree 
of  palencsi^  over  his  countenance — '*  b'ir,  The  United  States  ia 
congress  assembled,  receive  wilh  emotions  too  affecting  for  utter- 
ijnce,  tiie  solemn  resignation  of  the  authorities  under  which  you 
iiave  led  their  troops  with  success  through  a  perilous  and  a  doubt-i 
ful  war.  Called  opon  by  your  country  to  defend  its  invaded  rights^ 
you  accepted  the  sacred  charge  before  it  had  formed  alliances,  and 
wiiilst  it  was  wiihout  funds  or  a  government  to  support  you.  You 
have  corulucied  the  great  military  contest  witji  wisdom  and  for- 
titude, invariably  regarding  the  rights  of  the  civil  pov/er  througli 
all  disasters  and  changes.  You  have,  by  the  love  and  confidence' 
of  your  fellow-citizens,  enabled  them  to  display  their  martial 
genius,  and  transmit  their  fame  to  posterity.  You  have  perse- 
vered till  these  United  vStates,  aided  by  a  magnanimous  king  and 
nation,  have  been  enabled,  under  a  just  Providence,  to  close 
the  war  in  freedom,  safety  and  independence;  on.  which  happy- 
event  we  sincerely  join  you  in  congratulations. 

"  Having  defended  the  standard  of  libertv  in  this  new  world 
■ — having  taught  a  lesson  useful  to  those  who  inliict  and  to  those 
who  feel  oppression,  ^^ou  retire  from  the  great  theatre  of  action 
with  the  blessings  of  your  fellow  citizens — but  the  glory  of  your 
virtues  wilt  not  terminate  v/ith  your  military  command,  it  witt 
continuf^  to  animate  remotest  ages, 

"  We  feel  with  you,  our  obligations  to  the  army  in  general^ 
and  will  particularly  charge  ourselves  with  the  interests  of  thov^ 
confidential  oflicers-  who  have  attended  your  person  to  this  af- 
fecting moment, 

"  We  join  you  in  commenduig  th6  interests  of  our  dearest 
country  to  the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  beseeching  him  to 
dispose  the  hearts  and  minds  of  its  citizens  to  improve  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  them,  of  becom^ig  a  happy  and' respectable  na- 
tion. And  for  you  wc  address  to  him  our  earnest  prayers,  that 
a  life  so  beloved,  may  be  fostered  with  all  his  care  ;■  that  your 
days  may  be  happy  as  they  have  been  illustrious  ;  and  that  he  will 
finally  give  you  that  rcw^u'd  which  this  world  cannot  giv^/' 

To  see  on  the  one  hand,  so  great  and  amiable  a  character  tak- 
ing his  leave  of  public  employments,  to  spend  his  future  days  in  re- 
tirement; and  his  country  on  the  other,  acknovvdcdgnig.his  unpre- 
cedeated  merit,  and  with  the  most  affectionate  embraces  loading 
him  wrtK their  blessings,  exhibited  a  scene  that  drew  tears  from 
many  of  the^pectators.  When  the  business  was  closed,  his  excel- 
lency immediately  set  out  for  his  seat  at  Mount  Vernon,. in  Vn-- 
,^iaia.     The  governor  of  Maryland  accompanied  him  to  Sout  h-H- 
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ver,  With  the  warracst  wishes  of  the  city  fur  his  repose^  health 
and  happiness.     Long,  long  may  he  enjoy  them  I 

The  definitive  treaty  between  Great-Biitain  and  the  L*nitecl 
States,  together  with  a  joint  letter  from  the  ministers  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  dated  at  Passy,  the  1 0th  of 'September,  was  laid  be- 
fore congress  on  the  ir>th  of  December.  That  and  the  letter 
were  referred  to  a  committee,  wlio  reported  upon  them  January 
the  14th.  The  nine  states  present  resolved  unanimously  to  rati- 
fy the  definitive  treaty.  In  testimony  of  suCh  ratification,  they 
caused  the  seal  of  the' United  States  to  be  affixed  to  it ;  and  it  was 
witnessed  by  his  excellency  Thomas  Mifilin,  president.  The  trea- 
ty begins — ''  in  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  undividedTrinity.*' 
Then  follows  the  introduction — "  It  having  pleased  the  Divine 
Trovidencc  to  dispose  the  hearts  of  the  most  serene  and  most  po- 
tent prince  George  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great- 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  &c.  &cc.  and  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  forget  all  past  misunderstandings  and  differences  that 
liave  unhappily  interrupted  the  good  correspondence  and  friend- 
ship which  they  wish  m.utually  to  restore  :  and  to  establish  such 
abencficial  and  satisfactory  intercourse  between  thetwo  countries, 
upon  the  ground  of  reciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  conveni- 
ence, as  may  promote  and  secure  to  both  perpetual  peace  and  har- 
mony ;  and  having  for  this  desirable  end,  already  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  peace  and  reconciliation,  by  the  provisional  articles, 
signed  at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  November,  ITSS,  by  the  commis- 
sioners empowered  on  each  part,  which  articles  were  agreed  to 
be  inserted  in  and  to  constitute  the  treaty  of  peace  proposed  to 
be  concluded  between  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  and  the  said 
United  States,  &;c.  &c.  his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  order  to  carry  into  full  effect  the  provisi^*- 
onal  articles,  &c.  have  constituted,  that  is  to  .say,  his  Britannic 
ii-jajesty  on  his  part,  David  Hartley,  esq.  and  the  said  United. 
States  on  their  part,  John  Adams,  esq.  Benjamin  Franklin,  esql 
John  Jay,  esq.  to  be  the  plenipotentiaries  for  the  concluding  and 
signing  the  present  definitive  treaty  ;  who  after  having  recipro- 
cally communicated  their  respective  full  powers,  have  agreed  up- 
on and  confirmed  the  following  articles."  The  nine  first  articles 
are  the  same  with  the  provisional,  five  or  six  words  excepted,  to" 
accommodate  them  to  the  date  of  the  treaty.  But  the  follow- 
ing 10th  article  is  added — *'  The  solemn  ratifications  of  the;' 
present  treaty,  expedited  in  good  and  due  form,  shall  be  ex- 
changed between  the  contracting  parties  in  the  space  of  six 
months,  or  sooner  if  possible,  to  be  computed  trom  the  day  of 
tlie  signature  of  the  present  treaty.     In  witness  whereof  we  the; 

undersigned 


X  T).  nss.]  AMERICAN  RIT^OLUTION.  3S3 

undersigned,  their  ministers  plenipotentiary,  have  Intliclr  name, 
mid  in  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  signed  vvitli  our  hands  the  pre 
sent  definitive  trcatyj  and  caused  the  seals  of  our  arms  to  bc.af 
•fixed  thereto.  Done  at  Paris,  this  third  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  oneiliousand  seven  hundred  and  eithty-threc'. 
(L.  S.)  D.  Hartley,  (L.  S.)  John  Adams,  (L.  S.)  B.  Fraiiklin, 
(L.  S.)  John  Jay, 

On  the  same  day  the  treaty  was  rr.tiacd,  congress  unanimously 
Tcsolved  upon  transmitting  to  the  several  states,  the  rcconmien- 
-<jatip'4  agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners  in  the  .Oth  provisional 
iirtjcie  :  but  too  late  for  the  credit  of  America,  the  benciit  of  the 
XJuitcd  States,  or  the  rehefof  the  h^yalists.  It  is  conjectured,  that 
'l^jqiwecn  twenty  and  thirty  thousand  persons  have  been  forced 
upon  u  residence  at  tlic  new  settlement  of  Shelburne,  and  others 
•in  Nova-Scotia.;  all  of  whom,  might  by  a  temperate  co.nductand 
a  uoble  sph-it  of  forgiveness,  have  been  rendered  good  subjects  to 
the  United  States.  Through  resentment  they  mayhereafter.provc 
'dangerous  enemies,  particularly  to  the  Massachusetts,  should 
tii^y  be  aided  by-foreign  assistance.  The  United  States  have  not 
only  deprived  themselves  oftlicir  personal  service,  but  also  of  all 
tiieir  properly,  v/hich  is  not  inconssderable,  for  there  are  man);, 
wealthy  individuals  among  them. 

.^Nearly  the  whole  of  the  American  "arnr.y  has  been  disbanded; 
h.\xiThe  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  \v\i\z\\i\-\Q  late  officers  of  it  have 
established,  lias  spread  a  considerable  alarm.  General  iCnox, 
with  the  good,  intention  af  reconciling  the  minds  of  his  militarj;- 
brethren  to  the  private  life  on  which  they  v/ere  soon  to  enter, 
:prajec(ie.dthe  plan,  before  the  circulation  of  the  anonymous  pa- 
pers,-.tiiro  ugh  the  army  in  March,  "1783.  When  the  dangerous 
design,  of  these  had  been  frustrated  by  the  prudence  of  the  com-. 
mander  m  chief,  Knox  imparted  his  proposals  to  certain  ofiicers. 
They  were  afterward  communicated  to  the  severarregimcnts  of 
t^Xe  respective  lines,  a-ad  an  officer  from  each  was  appointed,  who, 
•with  the  gener^Jii,  should  take  the  same  into  consideration  at  a' 
meeting  otrthe  1 0th  of  May,  at  which  baron  Steuben,  the  senior 
officer  present,. presided.  At  their  next  meeting,  on  the  13t_h,, 
tlie  plan  having  been  revised  was  accepted.  'Jl^.e  substance  of  it 
;is_--"  The  officers  of  the  American  army  do  hereby  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  associate,  constitute  and  combine  tf:iemscives  into 
one  SocieiiJ  of  Friends,  to  endure  as  long  as  they  shall  endure, 
i)^  any. of  their  eldest  male  posterity ;  and  in  failure  thereof,  tas, 
collateral  branches,  ~a)ho  maif  be  judged  "j::  or  thy  of  becoming  itss.up-^ 
'porters  and  members. —  The  officers. of  the  Anierican  army,  hav^ 
•ing  generally  been  taken  ii-om  the  eitizeiTS  of  America,  possess 
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high  veneration  for  the  character  of  that  iUusstrious  Roman,  Luci- 
us ^uinf us  Cijicinnaliis, zndbcmgvcsolwcd  to  follow  his  example, 
by  ruturning  to  their  citizenship,  they  think  they  may  with  pro- 
priety denominate  themselves,  The Socicti/ofthe  Cincinnati.  The 
following  principles  shall  be  immutable — an  incessent  attention 
t»>  preserve  inviolate  the  exalted  right^s  and  liberties  of  human 
nature,  for  which  they  have  fought  and  bled — and  an  unalterable 
determination  to  promote  and  cherish  between  the  respective  states 
union  and  national  honor  ;  to  render  permanent,  cordial  affecti- 
on and  the  spirit  of  brotherly  kindness- among  the  officers  ;  and' 
to  extend  acts  of  beneficence  to v/ard  those  oihcers  and  their  fa-- 
railles,  who  may  unfortunately  be  under  the  necessity  of  receiv- 
ing it.  Tiie  general  society  v/ill,  for  the  sake  of  frequent  com- 
munication be  divided  into  state  societies,  and  those  again  into 
such  districts  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  stat&  societies.  'J  he  state 
societies  shall  meet  on  the  fourth  of  July  annually,  and  the  gene- 
ral society  on  the  ihst  Monday  in  May  annually,  so  long  asthey 
shall  c-ccm  it  necessary,  and  afterward  at  leastonce  in  every  three 
years.  The  state  societies  are  to  have  a  president,  vice-president, 
secretary,  treasurer  and  assistan-t-treasurer.  The  meeting  of  the 
gencrel  society  shall  c-onsist  of  its  officers,  anda  representation  fron:i 
each  state  s.ciety,  in  number  not  exceeding  five,  whose  expence^ 
siiall  be  borne  by  theirrespective  state  societies.  In  the  general 
meeting,  the  president,  vice-president,  secretary,  assistant^secreta*- 
ly,  tresurer  and  assistant-treasurers-general,  shall  be  chosen  tO' 
serve  until  tfenext  meeting.  Those  officers  who  are  foreigners,  are 
to  be  coiisideieu  .:s  nicmbers  of  the  societies  of  any  of  the  states- 
in  whica  they  may  happen  to  be.  As  there  are  and  will  at  all 
times  be  men  in  the  respective  states  eminent  for  their  abilities 
snd  patriotism,  whose  views  may  be  directed  to  the  same  laudable 
objects  v/ith  those  of  the  Cincinnati,  it  shall  be  a  rule  to  admit 
such  characters  as  honorary  members  of  the  society  for  their  own 
]ives  only  ;  provided  that  the  number  cf  the  honorary  members- 
does  i^ot  exceed  a  ratio  of  one  to  four  of  the  officers  and  their  de- 
scendants^ The  society  shall  have  an  order  by  which  itsmembers 
shall  be  known  and  distinguished,  which  shallbe  a  medal  ofgold,. 
of  a  proper  size  to  receive  the  proposed  emblems,  and  to  be  sus- 
pended by  a  deep  blue  ribbon,  two  inches  wide,  edgedwithwhitCj. 
descriptive  of  the  union  of  America  and  France." 

The  soci'^ty  at  the  said  meeting  directed,  thatthe  president-ge- 
neral should  transmit  as  soon  as  might  be  to  each  of  the  following- 
characters,  a  medal  containing  the  order  of  the  society,  viz.  the. 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  the  Sieur  Gerard,  the  Count d'Estaing, 
the  count  de  Grasse,  the  count  de  Barras^  the  Chevalier  d'Estou-. 
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cbcs,  the  count  tic  Rochambcau,  and  the  generals  and -colonels 
in  the  army  ;  and  should  acquaint  them,  iliat — "  the  society  c  o 
ihcniselves  the  honor  to  consider  them  as  meinbers."  They  also, 
resolved,  that  the  members  of  the  several  state  societies  should 
assemble  as  soon  as-  may  be  for  the. choice  of  their  ulficcrs  ;  "  that 
gen.  Heath,  baron  Steuben  and  gcn„Kno,x,  be  a  committee  to 
wait  on  the  commander  in  chief,  \yith  a  copy  of  the  institution, 
and  request  him  to  honor'thc, society  by  placing  his  nauie  at  the 
head  of  it.""  They  likewise  desired  general  Heath  to  transmit 
copies  of  the  institution,  with  the  proceeding:^,  thereon,  to  (he 
•commanding  oliicer>of  the- southern  army,  the  senior  officer  in 
each  state  from  Pennsylvania  to. Georgia,  inclusive,  and  to  tlis* 
c^ommanding  officer  of  the.  Rhode-Island, line,  requesting  them 
-to  take  such  measures  as  may  appear  to  them  necessary  for  ex* 
pediting  the  establishment  of  their  statc.societies.  Circular  letters 
were  accordingly  written  ;  and  the  plan  of  the  Cincinnati  carried 
into  execution,  v;ithout  the  .least  opposition  being  given  to  it  by 
any  one  state,  or  body  of  men  in  any. 

A  pamphlet,  was.  a-t  length  published  signed  Cassius,  dated 
Charleston,  C^ct.  10,  .1783,  entitled  Consickralionson  the  Socichj 
or  Order  of  Cincinnati ;  with  this  motto — "  Blow  ye  the  trump&t 
in  Zion."  It  is  thought  to  be  written  by  ^Edanus  Burke,  esq.  one 
•  of  the  chief  justices  of  South-Carolina,  and  is  wellexecuted.  The 
author  undertakes  to  prove,...*'  that  the  Cincinnati  creates  two  dis.- 
tinct  orders  among  the  Americans — 1st,  A  race  of. hereditary  na- 
bles,  founded  on  the  military,  together  with  the  powerful  families, 
-and  fost-rate,  leading  men  in  the  state,,  whose  view  it  will  ever 
be,  to  rule  :  and  2dly,  '1  he  people  or, plebeians,  whose  only  viev^^ 
is  not  to  be  oppressed  ;  but  whose  certain  fate  it  will  be  tosuifer 
•<)ppression  under  the  institution.'^  Remarking  upon  the  i^json 
for  the  members  being  called  the  Cincinnati,  heexclaims— •  i\-8 
they  were  taken  from  .the  citizens,  why  in  the  name  of  God  not 
be  contented  to  return  to  citizenship,  without  usurping  an  ha- 
reditary  order  ?  Or -with  .what  propriety  can  they  denominate 
themselves  from  Cincinnatus,  with  an  ambition  so  rank  as.tp 
aim  at  nothino;  less,  than  Otium  cum  BignitatCj  .R^livcmQnidy^d 
a  peerage  ?  Did  that  virtuous  Roman,  having  subdued  the  ene- 
mies of  his  country,  and  returned  liome  to  tend  his  vineyard  and 
plant  his  cabbages — did  he  confer  an  hereditary  order  of  peerage 
on  himself  and  fellow-soldiers  ?  I  answer,  no  ;  it  was  more  than 
he  dared  to  do."  When  near  the  end  he  says — "  With  regard 
to  mvself,  i  will  be  candid  to  own,  that  although  I  am  morally 
certain  the  institution  will  entail  upon  us  the  evils  I  have  men- 
-.doned  ;  yet  I  have  not  tlie  most  distant  idea,  that  it  will  come  top, 
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cllssoliition.  The  first  class,  or  leading -gentry  m  the  state  [c?f 
South-Carofina]  and  v^ho  always  hold  the  government,  will  hod 
their  interest  in  supporting  a  distinction  that  will  gratify  then* 
iimbition,  by  removing  them  far  abovL'  their  feliow-citizens-. 
The  middling  order  of  our  gentry,  and  substantial  iandholders,. 
3iiay  see  its  tendency  ;  but  they  can  take  no  step  to  oppose  it,  hav- 
ing little  to  do  with  government.  And  the  lower  class,  wiHi 
the  city  populace,  will  never  reason  on  it,  till  they  ^t&\  the  smarts 
iind  then  they  will  have  neither  the  power  nor  the  capacity  for 
a  reformation." 

The  alarm  is  become  so  universal,  that  the  general  society,  af: 
their  meeting  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in  May,  must  agree  upoii- 
iaUerations,  and  remove  the  most  obnoxious  parts  of  th-e  plan,  cri- 
the  states  will  be  likely  to  set  their  faces  against  the  Cincinnati^ 
as  a  dangerous  order.  Many  of  the  American  officers  have  un- 
doubtedly become  members  -merely  upon  prudential  motives,, 
snd  will  join  their  influence  for  the  removal  of  such  obnoxious 
parts.  General  Greene,  the  late  commanding  officer  of  th€ 
southern  army,  has  acknowledged  to  me  in  conversation,  that 
there  is  not  in  the  society,  as- at  present  constituted,  a  delicacy 
with  regard  to  the  general  body  of  AmiCrican  citizens  ;.  and  it  may 
be  fairly  presumed,  that  a  similar  sentiment  is  espoused  bythe 
late  commander  in  chief  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  severdl 
states  will  unite  in  determanine,  that  the  societv  shall  dissolve 


'&' 


v/ith  the  deaths  of  the  present  officers  and  honorary  members,. 

.^nd  that  it  shall  not  be  perpetuated  by  an  accession  of  new  and 

oungcr  ones.     In  their  late  contest  with  Great-Britain  they  act- 

d  upon  the  niaxiai — obsta  pnncipiu.    They  must  apply  itafresli 

ior  their  sscurity  against  lordly  doihinioh. 

How  much  a  people,  and  governmental  powers,  are  prone  to 
put  up  with  and  practise  internal  encroachments  upon  iiberty, 
when  they  have  secured  themselves  from  such  as  are  foreign, 
may  appear  from  the  following  facts. 

In  1782,  captain  Gilbert  Dench  was  chosen  for  Hopkinlon,. 
and  suffered  to  sit  as  member  in  the  Massachusetts  house  of  repi'e- 
sentatives,  though  he  had  a  dwelling  in  and  lived  at  Boston  fo^ a 
full  year  before  the  choice.  Edv/ard  Pope,  esq.  was  representa- 
tive for  Dartmouth,  and  naval  officer  at  the  same  time.  Bt')th 
were  under  an  absolute  disqualification  by  the  constitution.-  On 
Tuesday  the  5th  of  May,  1783,  the  town  of  Boston,  which  could 
Tiot  comply  with  a  warden-act,  upon  the  plea  that  it  wa3  against 
the  constitution,  chose  James  Sullivan,  esq,  one  of  their  repr-e- 
sentatives  in  direct  opposition  to  the  constitution,  which  requires 
that  every  representative  should  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  the 

town 
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town  be  is  chosen  tc  represent,  one  year  at  least  nc>:t  preceding; 
his  election.  When  the  propriety  of  his  election  was  enquired 
into  by  the  house,  a  majority  cictcrnjined  in  favor  of  it,  upon 
the  flimsy  plea  that  \-\<^  transacted  business  in  Boston  though  h'^ 
slept  at  Cambridge,  and  removed  with  aninloUion  of  becoming 
an  inhabitant  in  time  to  have  completed  that  i;rhabitancy  whicii 
the  constitution  rec^uires;  and  that  his  stopping  at  Cambridge  to 
secure  the  health  of  one  of  his  family,  whose  life  must  have 
been  endangered  by  her  spending  the  summer  in  Bostoi),  was 
occasioned  by  an  act  of  God.  The  same  cause  which  secured 
h'li,  election  secured  his  seat,  viz.-  an  avowed  and  violent  op))0- 
•sition  to  every  moderate  measure  in  favor  of  the  parties  who., 
by  the  provisional  articles  were  to  be  the  objects  of  tne  congres- 
sional recommendauon.  ^  •       ^         ^ 

By  a  paragraph  in  a  bill  which  was  before  the  house  (during  this 
their  first  session)  and  afterward  passed  into  a  law,  cases  weresub- 
-iriitted  to  the  sole  judgment  of  two  justices  of  peace,  that  ought  to 
)iave  been  left  to  the  determination  of  a  jury.    But  certain  mem- 
•bers  protested  against  it,  assigning  the  foilov/jngreaswus  tor  their 
•so  doing — "  1.  Because  we  appreiiend  other  provision  miglithave 
been  made,  consistent  with  the  constitution,  and  at  ti.e  same  lime 
more  effectual  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  return  of  peisons 
who  have  left  this  state  and  joined  the  enemies  of  tlie  United 
States,  than  that  provided  in  the  paragraph  aforesaid.     Such  con- 
stitutional and  more  eifectual  provision  was  nioved  and  urged  by 
the  dissentients  and  others*  as  .a  substitute  in  place  of  tlie  said  pa- 
ragraph, and  is  as  follows^  viz..  "  PiO.vided  nevertheless,  that  if 
any  p'erson  committed  as  aforesrxid,  shall  before  the  warrant  is 
r-iadeoutby  the  governor  to  send  him  out  of  the  state,  petition 
the  governor,  he  shall,  with  advice  of  council,  appoint  three  jus- 
tice? of  the  county,  quorum  unus^  w^iere  such  person  stands  com- 
iniited,  to  issue  their  precept  for  a  jury  to  be  drawn  out  of  the 
superior  court  box,  and  summoned  to  appear  at  a  certain  time  and 
T>Uce,-am3  to  enquire  on  oath,  whether  the  person  so  comnr.itted  is 
within  the  act  atovcsaid  ;   and  if  the  jury  sluill  rctmn  their  verdict 
ihat  such  person  is  not  within  said  act,  then  he  shall  be  discharged 
and  not  be  transported  ;  but  such  person  shall  not  be   liberalcd 
from  his  confinement  until  a  verdict  is  so  given  in  his  favor.  And 
in  every  such  case  the  justices  shall  appoint  some  meet  person  to 
act  as  council  on  behalf  of  government,  at  the  expence  of  the  com- 
-nionwealth.     And  the  person  petitioning  for  such  trial,  shall  pay 
iill  the  cost  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  perr.ons  are  ob- 
liged to  do  in   bringing  forward  a  suit  at   law.     'Z,  Becaus.-   by 
" 'csaid  pavao^raph,  that  essential  right.of  Freemen,  a  trial  Ini  ju- 
ry. 
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TV,  Is  t:.fkcn  away,  and  every  subject  of  tliis  commonwealth  ex- 
posed to  be  depi'ived  ot"  his  liberty,  property  and  rights  of  citi- 
zenship, and  to  the  wfamous  pinishmeni  oi  banishment,  by  the 
sole  judgment  of  two  justices  of  the  peace.  3.  Because  it  is  a 
Vagrant  and  direct  violation  of  the  principles  and  spirit  of  the 
constitution  and  the  letter  of  the  declaration  of  rights,  art.  xii, 
T,vhich  provides,  that  ''  No  subject  shall  be  arrested,  imprison- 
ed, despoiled  or  deprived  of  his  property,  immunities  or  privi- 
leges, put  out  of  tiie  protection  of  the  law,  exiled  or  deprived 
oi  his  life,  liberty  or  estate,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers, 
or  the  lavv^  of  the  land.  And  the  legislature  shall  not  make  any 
Jaw  that  shall  subject  any  person  to  a  capital  or  infamous  punish- 
iiicnt,  excepting  for  the  government  of  ihe  army  and  navy,  witli-.. 
out  trial  by  juiy.  4.  Because  it  furnishes  a  precedent  of  a  ten*. 
-Cicncy  most  dangerous  and  fatal  to  the  security  of  the  lives,  Vu 
berties  and  property  of  the  subjects  of  this  commonwealth." 
The  protest  was  subscribed  by  V/illiam  Philips,  Nathaniel  Ap- 
pieton,  Caleb  Davis,  I'homas  Dawes,  all  of  the  Boston  board  ^■ 
by  Thomas  Clarke,  Tames  Sv/an,  Solomon  Lovell,  Ebenezer 
Warren,  John  Choati,  Nathan  Dane,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Jarae^ 
.Bancroft,  John  Burke,  Samuel  Loring,  Jnmes  Berry,  John  H." 
Eartlet,  Fcter  Penniman,  Jacob  Ludwig,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
Wiiliam  King^  Thompson  J.  Skinner,  John  Bacon,  Wiiliani 
Bodman,  Timothy  Childs  and  Nathaniel  W'yman.  ' 

AVlien  the  recommendation  from  congress,  of  January  the 
14th,  1784,  was  received,  various  methods  were  practised  to 
prevent  (he  good  effects  of  it.  It  v/as  roundly  asserted  by  some 
of  the  popular  leaders,  that  Mr.  John  Adams  did  not  wish  that 
the  same  should  be  regarded.  To  counteract  such  reports,  Mr,' 
Adams's  letter  of  September  the  10th,  was  communicated  i&. 
■certain  gentlemen  of  the  senate  and  house,  who  copied  the  same 
themselves,  the  more  fully  to  defeat  such  assertions.  But  evea, 
Mr.  J.  Adams's  express  declaration  in  favor  of  the  tories,  could 
not  influence  the  general  court  to  ihe  exercise  of  a  becoming  mo- 
deration. 

As  to  Mr.  Marbols's  letter,  he  has  privately  pronounced  it  to 
be  official ;  which  he  asserts,  exempts  him  from,  all  obligation  to 
acknowledge  it;  tliis  accounts  for  his  having  disowned  it  to  a  cer- 
tain gentlemen  who  has  made  a  conspicuous  figure  in  congress. 

The  peace  has  afforded  m.c  the  opportunity  of  gaining  further 
information  to  certain  particulars  relating  to  th.c  war,  which  it 
may  be  proper  to  mention. 

When  lieutenant-colonel  Tarlcton  approacl^.ed  Charlottevillc, 
lie  dispatched  a  troop  of  horse,  uiidcr  cuptain  M'Leod,..  three 

*  miles 
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miles  f'Jithcr  to  Mr.  jcfTcrson's''-  house  with  the  douhlc  ohjccLof 
taking  him  and  the  two  speakers  of  the  sciuUe  and  delegates,  pri- 
soners ;  and  oF  remaining  there   in  vidette,  as  the  liouse  had  a 
commanding  view  of  half  a  seorc  eounties  round  about,     Tarle- 
ton  gave  strict  orders  to  the  captain  to  sufTer  !V. thing  to  be  injur- 
ed. The  Iroop  tailed  in  tlieir  design  of  mal<.ing  prisoners  :  notwith- 
standing v/hieh  M'Leod  preserved  every  thing  witii  sacred  cure? 
during  liis  tarriancc  thereof  about  eighteen  hours.     Colonel 
Tarleton  was  just  as  long  at  Chariotteville  ;.  when  he  was  hurri- 
ed from  thence  by  the  news  of  the  rising  of  the  militia,  and  by  a 
sudden  fall  of  rain  which  threatened  to  swell  the  river,  and  in- 
tercept his  return.     In  general  he  did  little  injury  to  the  inhabi- 
tants on  that  short  and  hasty  excursion,  which  was  yhout  60  miles 
from  the  main  army,  then  in  Spotsylvania.     Lord  Cornwailis  af-. 
tcPATard  proceeded  to  the  Point  of  Fork,  and  encamped  his  arnvr 
from  thence  and  all  along  the  main  James-river  to  a  seat  of  Mr. 
JcfFerson/s,  called  Elkhill  ;  and  made  it  his  head  quarters  for  the 
ten  days  of  his  remaining  in  that  position.     Mr.  Jefferson  happily 
had   time  to  remove  most  of  his  effects  out  of  the  house.     His. 
stocks  of  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  together  with  what  corn  was 
wanted,  were  used  for  the  sustenance  ot  the  army  ;    and  all  hij? 
horses,  capable  of  service,  were  carried  off.     This  was  no  other 
tlian  Mr.  Jefferson  expected.    Bat  the  throats  of  the  horses  ton. 
young  for  service  were  cut;  his  growing  crops  of  corn  and  tobac- 
co were  burned,  together  with  his  barns,  containing  the  same  ar- 
ticles of  the  preceding  year,  and  all  the  fences  on  the  plantation,. 
so  as  to  leave  it  an  absolute  waste.  These  things  were  perpetra- 
ted under  lord  Cornwaliis's  eye  ;  the   situation  of  the  house,  \n 
which  he  was,  commanding  a  view  of  every  part  of  the  pianta* 
tlon.     The  rest  of  the  neighbourl^.ood  was  treated  in  somewhat 
the  same   stile  ;  but  not  with  that  spirit  of  total  extermination. 
\yhich  seemed  to  rage  over  Jefferson's  possessions.     Wherevei' 
the  army  under  his  lordship  went,  the  dwelling-houses  vvcre  plun- 
dered ot'  every  thing  which  could  be  carried  off.     Hundreds  of 
eye  witnesses  can  prove,  that  his  lordship's  table  was  served- with 
plate  thus  pillaged    from  private  houses.;   though   h^s  lordship'.s 
character  in  Great-Biitain  will  forbid  the  belief  of  his  sh:;iring  ia 
the  plunder.    By  an  estimate  made  at  the  time,  on  the  best  infor- 
mation thatcould  be  collected,  the  state  ot  Virginia  lost,,  during 
Cornwaliis's  attempts  to  reduce  it,  30,000  slaves  ;.  about  27,000  ot. 
v/hom  died  of  the  small-pox  and  camp-fever  :  the  rest  are  thought 
to  have  been  partly  sent  to  the  WestTndies,  and  paitly  to  Nevr- 

*  No w  tlie  Ara«rican  pJcpipotCDtiary  at  the  court  of  Vs: Tji'lrs- 
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York,  and  from  thence,  before  the  evacuation,  to  Nova-Scotia 
and  elsewhere.  I'he  whole  devastations  occasioned  by  the  Bri- 
tish arm);  during  the  six  months  previous  to  their  surrender  at 
Y'ork-Town,  are  supposed  to  amount  to  about  three  rniUions 
sterling. 

*•'  The  loss  of  men  sustained  by  the  town  of  New-Haven,  out  of 
the  continental  line,  from  among  the  militia,  seamen  and  other 
inhabitants,  is  estimated  at  210.  New-Hiven  is  about  a  twenty- 
fourth  part  of  Connecticut  ;  reckoning  therefore  the  same  pro- 
portion of  loss  to  the  whole  state,  the  number  lost  will  amountto 
5,040.  Connecticut  is  esteemed  abouta  twelfth  part  or  the  Amer- 
ican states  ;  reckoning  the  same  proportion  of  loss  therefore  to 
the  whole,  the  total  amount  will  be  60,480  ;  but  New-YoiTc, 
Nev/-Jersey,  and  the  southern  states,  have,  doubtless,  suffered  a 
greater  loss  in  proportion  to  their  numbers  than  Connecticut. 
It  IS  therefore  probable  that  the  whole  loss  of  lives  is  not  less  than 
70,000."*  Vast  numbers  died  on  board  the  prison  ships  at  New- 
York  :  not  less,  it  is  asserted,  than  1 1,000  in  one  only,  the  Jer-^ 
sey.f  Many  perished  in  consequence  of  their  being  so  crowded 
together,  others  through  cruel  usage,  and  several  for  w^ant  of 
those  exertions  which  would  have  prevented  fatal  sickness  aqd 
have  proQioted  he  dth. 

The  British  forces  are  charged  with  having  utterly  destroyed 
more  chanhfteen  places  of  public  worship  within  the  United  States 
during  the  course  of  the  war.  Most  of  these  they  burnt,  and  o^ 
thers  they  levelled  with  the  ground,  leaving  in  some  places  not  a 
vestige  of  their  former  situation.  A  number  of  others  they  near- 
ly destroyed,  by  converting  them  into  barracks,  j«ils,  hospitals, 
and  riding  schools.  In  New- York,  there  were  nineteen  places 
cf  worship  when  the  war  began  ;  and  when  the  city  was  evacua- 
ted, there  were  but  nine  fit  for  use.  Trinity  church  and  the  old 
Luthearn  were  indeed  destroyed  by  the  fire.  But  whatever  the 
Americans  may  object  against  the  British,  on  account  of  the  loss 
of  lives  and  property  which  they  have  sustained,  they  have  abun- 
dant cause  fyv  thankfulness  to  the  God  of  armies  for  having  con- 
ducted them  through  the  contest  into  a  state  of  independence, 
with  sufferings  so  short  and  light  comparatively  considered.  Ic 
was  not  quite  eight  years  that  they  v/ere  engaged  in  it,  comput- 
ing from  the  first  coram.encement  of  hostilities  to  the  ratifying  of 
the  provisional  treaty.     This  is  a   less  time  than  that  in  whicli 

*  The  Rev.  Bjnjamin  Trumbull's  Thanksgiving  fcrmon  at  North  Haven, 
December  ii,  1783. 

t  Dr.  Ezra  Stilea'a  Election  fermon  before  the  governor  and  general  sfTetn- 
biy  Qi  Connecticut,  May  8,  1783,  p.  45, 

the 
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the  states  of  Holland  (in  their  glorious  struggle  with  Spain)  dared 
so  much  as  to  elaim  independence.  There  is  sc. tree,  if  an  instance 
in  history,  of  so  great  a  revolution  being  effected  in  so  i.hort  atinic, 
and  witli  so  little  loss  of  lives  and  property. 

From  what  has  been  already  related,  y^m  will  collect  f  jryour- 
.sclf  the  characters  of  the  two  late  generals  of  the  novtuern  and 
southern  armies,  under  whose  commands  the  American  war  ter- 
minated. You  may  wish  however  to  receive  some  additional  in- 
formation concerning  them..     A  {^V7  strictures  must  sufiice 

His  EKcellency  George  Washington  is  descended  from  a  family 
tl\at  emigrated  to  Yirgmia,  when  the  royalists  in  England  were 
exposed  to  various  distresses  previous  to  the  restoration.  Virginia 
diDCS  not  afford  those  advantages  for  a  universal  education  whicii 
are  enjoyed  in  Europe — a  quarter  of  the  world  his  excellency  ne- 
ver visited.  Strong  powers  and  close  application  compensated  i.n 
several  respects  for  the  deiiciencies  of  his  native  country.  His 
epistolary  and  other  compositions,  wdiich  appeared  while  he  sus- 
tained a  public  character  will  be  a  lasting  credit  to  him.  He  was 
happy  in  havingasuccessionof  able  secret^n-ies,  whom  he  undoubt- 
edly employed  in  drawing  up  many  of  his  official  papers,  after 
liaving  dictated  the  matter  of  them  :  but  his  private  correspon- 
dences, and  others  which  from  time  and  circumstances  must  ne- 
cessarily have  employed  his  own  pen,  show  that  he  wasequal  ta 
any  of  those  publications,  which  had  his  name  affixed  to  them  by 
his  authority.  It  would  be  absurd  to  expect,  that  he  should 
equal  in  military  skill  the  first  European  generals,  when  he  has 
CHJoyed  neitheir  their  opportunities  nor  experience  for  perfecting; 
himself,  but  it  may  be  justly  asserted  concerning  him,  that  he  was 
t^c  best  general  the  Americans  could  have  had  to  command  them. 
The  world  has  been  mistaken  in  one  opinion  respecting  his  Ex- 
cellency whose  natural  temper  possesses  more  of  the  MareeUus 
and  less  of  the  Fabius  than  has  been  generally  imagined.  'J"he 
eventjustified  his  discernment  in  fixing  ujyon  the  honorable  Na- 
thaniel Greene  to  cammand  the  southern  army,  when  the  resolve 
of  Congress  produced  a  vacancy  ,  but  several  of  the  first  officers 
in  his  own.  thought  at  the  time,  that  a  wrong  cho'ce  had  beea 
made. 

The  parents  of  the  honorable  Nathaniel  Greene  were  quakers, 
and  descended  from  some  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  Rhode-island 
government ;  under  which  the  general  was  born  in  or  about  174 1 . 
The  father  was  an  anchor-smith,  had  considerable  iron^  works, 
carried  on  a  large  stroke  of  business,  and  was  concerned  in  ship- 
VoL.  TIL  B  'i  ping    . 
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ping.  The  son  Nathaniel,  behig  prompted  by  a  laudable  ambi- 
tion and  a  thirst  after  knowledge  while  a  boy,  learned  the  Latin, 
chiefly  by  his  own  industry,  and  with  very  httle  help.  He  pro^ 
cured  a  small  hbrary,  and  improved  his  mind  by  reading.  He 
had  a  prevailing  taste  for  military  history;  which  he  indulged 
by  borrowing  such  publieations,  when  it  did  not  suit  him  to  pur- 
chase. He  was,  at  an  early  period  of  life,  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Rhode-Island  assembly  ;  and  discharged  his  trust  so  as  to  give 
the  highest  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  Though  educated  in 
the  peaceable  principles  of  quakerism,  yet  he  thought  himself 
called,  by  the  peculiarity  of  the  times,  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
defence  of  American  liberty.  Upon  his  assuming  the  military  cha- 
racter, the  quakers  renounced  all  connection  with  him  as  a  mem- 
ber of  their  particular  body,  by  reading  him  out  of  the  meeting. 
He  was  chosen  general,  to  command  the  regiments  raised  by 
Rhode-Island,  for  the  assistance  of  the  Massachusetts.  He  was 
at  length  honored  with  the  confidence  of  gen.  Washington  :  but 
his  influence  was  flmited.  He  was  of  a  humane  disposition  ;  but 
resolutely  sj^vere  v^hen  the  same  was  necessary.  lie  was  of  a 
firm,  inlrrepid,  and  independent  mind.  He  abhorred  the  cruel- 
ties that  were  practised  by  the  partisans  of  each  side,  and  stron- 
ly  inculcated  a  spirit  of  moderation.  To  a  prevailing  knowledge 
of  Uiis  disposition,  he  ascribed  his  being  spared  by  the  tones  in 
Carolina,  who,  he  thought,  could  have  siiot  him  repeatedly,  had 
they  been  so  minded.  The  same  amiable  temper  influenced 
him  to  declare  against  the  measure  which  the  South-Carolina 
legislature  adopted,  when  they  passed  the  confiscating  act  at 
Jacksonborough.* 

The  present  letter  is  Intended  for  the  last  upon  the  affairs  of 
the  United  States ;  and  shall  close  with  some  account  of  their, 
respective  constitutions.  You 

*  In  Octobers  T7S5,  the  honorable  Nathanisl  C-r?ene  failed  fromRhcde-Ifl^ 
and  to  Georgia,  where  he  had  a  cor.fiderahic  ertate  not  far  diflant  irom  Savan- 
nah* Here  he  pafled  away  his  time,  occupied  In  dcmeP.ic  concerna,  as  the 
private  citizen.  In  June,  1786,  while  walking  wiihout  an  umbrella,  the  in- 
Unfe  rays  of  the  fun  upon  his  head  overpowered  him.  and  brought  on  an  in- 
•flammation  of  ihe  brain,  which  In  a  few  day?  carried  him  off.  Thus  he  died 
by  a  Iti  oke  of  the  fun— probably  the  diforder  that  proved  fatal  10  the  fon  of  the 
Shunani'.te.  When  the  account  of  his  death  arrived  at  Savannah,  the  inhabi- 
tants were  ftruck  with  the  deepeft  foirow.  All  bufinefs  was  fufpended.  The 
fhops  and  florcs  throughout  tlie  town  were  (hut  ;  and  the  (hips  in  the  harbour 
had  their  colours  half  mailed  on  the  mournful  occaiion.  The  body  was  brought 
to  Savaanah,  and  interred  on  the  2oth-.In  Auguli  the  United  States  in  con* 
grcfs  alTerab'.ed  came  to  the  following  refolutlon — '*  That  a  monument  be  erec- 
ted to  the  memory  of  Nathaniel  Greene,  cfq.  at  the  feat  of  the  federal  goY*? 
crnraenti  wiih  the  folio  wins,  infcripiioa. 

SacredL 
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You  may  recollect,  that  in  the  course  of  our  correspondence, 
no  account  of  New-Hampshire  slate's  having  agreed  upon  a  con- 
stitution, has  been  forwarded.  The  event  it^^clf  did  not  take 
piacc  till  tho  SI  St  of  last  October.  The  returns  from  the  scvc- 
jal  towns  being  examined,  and  it  appearing,  that  the  bill  of  rights: 
and  form  of  government  laid  before  the  people  were  approved 
of  by  them,  the  same  were  on  that  day  establ»».hcd  by  the  dele- 
gates of  the  people,  and  declared  to  be  the  civil  constitution  for 
the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  to  take  place  the  first  Wednesday 
of  next  June  ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  the  general  court  under  the 
present  government  is  to  make  all  the  ucccssary  arrangements 
for  introducing  the  said  consiitutionp  at  the  time  and  in  the  man- 
ner therein  described. 

NciC'llctmpshire  reckons  tJie  rights  of  conscience  among  the 
unalienable  natural  riglits  of  manknid  ;  and  with  her  neighboring 
sister  state,  the  Massachusetts,  declares  that  ^'no  subject  shall  be 
iiurt,  molested  or  restrained,  in  his  pert-on,  liberty  or  estate,  for 
worshipping  God  in  the  manner  and  season  most  agreeable  to  his 
own  conscience  ;  or  for  his  religious  profession  or  sentiments — - 
provided  he  doth  not  disturb  the  public  peace,  or  obstruct  others 
in  their  religious  worship."  Both  empower  the  legislature  to  au- 
thorise the  several  towns,  parishes,  bodies  politic,  or  religious  so- 
cieties, to  make  suitable  provision  at  their  ownexpence,  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  public  P>^(?/e'5/^??Ueuchers  of  piety,  re- 
ligion and  morality,  in  all  cases  where  such  provision  shall  not  be 
made  voluntarily.     But  the  towns,  &c.  are,  at  all  times,  to  have 

the 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

JyfATIIANIEL  GREENE,   Esqi 

v/ho  departed  this  life,   on 

Che  nineteenth  of  June,  mdcclxxxvi  ;: 

late  MAJOR.GENERAL 

in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 

and 

Commander  of  their  Army 

in  the  Southern  Department  : 

The  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled^ 

in  honor  of  liis 

PATRIOTISM,  VALOR  AND  ABILITVj 

have  erected  this  Monument. 
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the  exclusive  right  of  choosing  their  own  public  teachers,  and  of 
contracting  with  them  for  their  support  and  maintenance,  instead 
of  adding  "  And  all  persons,  whatsoever  opinions  concerning  reli^ 
gion  they  majprofcss;"  their  words  are— ''And  eitrij denomina- 
tion of  christians  demeaning  themselves  peaceably,  and  as  good 
subjects  of  the  commonwealtli,  shall  be  equally  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law  ;  and  no  subordination  of  one  sector  denomination- 
to  another,  shall  ever  be  established  by  law."  The  president,, 
council,  senate  and  house  of  representatives  o^  New -Hampshire  y 
arc  to  be  of  the  protestant  religion.  The  governor,  lieutenant- 
governor,  counsellor,  senator  and  representative  of  the  Massa^ 
diusetts,  arc  to  declare  their  belief  in/tbe  christian  religion. 

Th6  foundation  principle  on  which  Rhode-Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  united,  has  been  early  mentioned.  A  similar 
sentiment  was  introduced  into  the  charter  of  the  15th  of  Charles 
II.  by  which  it  is  provided,  '•  That  no  person  within  the  said  colo- 
jiy,  at  any  time  hereafter,  shall  be  any  wise  molested,  punished, 
disquieted,  or  called  in  question,  for  any  difteiences  of  opinion  in 
inatters  of  religion,  who  does  n:^t  actually  disturb  the  civil  peace  of 
the  said  colony,"  The  state  of  Rhode-Island  has  continued  its 
government  since  ceasing  to  be  a  colony,  according  to  the  gcne- 
lal  design  ofthecharter.  The  constitution  admits  notof  reiigioc.s. 
cstabiibhments,  any  further  than  the  same  depend  upon  the  volun-- 
taryci.oice  of  individuals  ;  and  no  particular  sect  tan  claim  pre^ 
cminei.ce. 

ConnecticiU  has  changed  its  former  mode  of  government^  only 
so  for  as  :o  accommodate  it  to  the  separation  which  has  taken 
place  between  that  and  the  parent  state.  Religious  liberty  is  near- 
ly, if  not  exactly,  upon  the  same  footing  there  as  in  the  Massa-r 
chusetts.     ' 

a'he  New-York  constitution,  ''  to  guard  against  that  spiritual 
oppression  and  intolerance,  wherewith  the  bigotry  and  ambitioii 
of  weak  and  wicked  priests  and  pvinces,  have  scourged  mankind,'' 
ordains,  determines,  and  declares,  "  that  the  free  exercise  and  en- 
joyment of  religious  profession  and  worship,  without  discrimina- 
tion or  preferance,  shall  forever  hereafter  be  allowed  within  the 
said  state  to  all  mankind.  Provided,  that  the  liberty  of  conscience 
hereby  granted,  shall  not  be  so  construed,  as  to  excuse  acts  of  \i- 
ceniiousness,  or  justify  practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace  or 
safety  of  the  state.'* 

The  state  oi  N cw- Jersey  established,  "  l^hat  no  person  shall 
ever  within  the  same  be  deprived  of  the  inestimable  privilege  of 
worshipping  Almighty  Godin  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  dictates 
of  his  own  consg^cnce  ;  ?ior,  under  umj  iirctcncc  whatever,  be 

compelled 
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compelled  to  attend  any  place  of  wovship,  contrary  to  his  own 
faith  and  judgment  ;  nor  shall  any  person  ever  be  obHii^ed  to  pay 
tithes,  taxes  or  any  other  rates,  for  the  purpose  of  buildmg  or  re- 
pairing any  other  chureh  or  ciuirchcs,  place  or  places  of  worship, 
or  for  the  maintenance  of  any  minister  or  ministry,  contrary  to 
what  he  bcHevcs  to  be  right,  or  has  dchbcrateiv  or  vokintarily 
engaged  himself  to  perform  ; — That  there  shall  be  no  cstabiish- 
raent  of  any  one  religious  sect  in  preference  to  another ;  and  that 
no  Protestant  inhabitant  shall  be  denied  the  eiijoyment  of  any 
civil  right,  aicrciy  on  account  of  his  religious  principles  ;  but  that 
ah  persons  professing  a  behcf  in  the  faith  of  any  Protestant  sect,-- 
W'ho  sliaU  demean  tliemselves  peaceably  under  thC-povernment 
as  hereby  estab.ishcd,  shall  be  capable  of  being  eiccreti  into  any 
office  ot  prolit  or  trust,  or  of  being  a  member  of  either  branch  of 
the  legislature,  and  shall  freely  and  fully  enjoy  every  privilege 
and  immunity  enjoyed  by  others  their  felhjvv  subjects."  'Phc  nth 
article  declares,  *'  'I'hat  the  estates  of  such  persons  a£  shall  destroy 
their  own  lives,  shall  not,  for  that  offence,  be  forfeited  ;  but  shall 
descend  in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  have  done,  had  such 
persons  died  in  the  natural  way  ;  nor  shall  any  article  which  may 
occasion  accidentally  the  death  of  any  one,  be  henceforth  deemed 
a  dcodand,  or  in  any  wise  for  forfeited  on  account  of  such  mis- 
fortune." A  similar  article  was  afterward  introduced  into  the 
New-Hampshire  constitution. 

The  2d  ariiclc  of  the  Pr/z?z5?//r^/??'c/ declaration  of  rights  asserts 
*^  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  unalienable  right  to  worship 
Ahnighti/  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences 
and  understanding  :  and  that  no  man  ought,  or,  of  right,  can  be 
compelled  to  attend  any  religious  worship  ;  or  erect  or  support 
any  place  of  worship  ;  or  maintain  any  ministry  contrary  to,  or 
against  his  own  free  will  and  consent:  nor  can  any  man  who  ac- 
knowledges the  being  of  a  God^  be  justly  deprived  orabiidgcd  of 
any  civil  right  as  a  citizen,  on  account  of  his  religious  senti- 
xr.entSjf  or  peculiar  mode  of  religious  worship  ;  and  that  no  au- 
thority can,  or  ought  to  be  vested  in,  or  assumed  by,  any  power 
whatever,  that  shall,  in  any  case  interfere  with,  or  in  any  manner 

"*  *  This  is  a  more  enlarged  toleration  than  European  policy  hss  yet  in  almoft 
any  ir;flance  admitted  ;  but  perfccfl  ccnliHcncy  would  not  confine  it  Procct- 
Sant8,  or  lo  -any  fyftcm  of  religion.' 

+  This  however  did  not  prevent  a  grofs  inconfiflency  in  the  frsme  of  gov- 
ernnrient,  which  by  the  loth  section  requires  th^t  in  order  for  admiftlou  into 
ilic  houfc  of  reprefentatives,  each  mcmherftould  subfcribe,  bcjlde  a  dt'ctaratt'oU 
of  h  s  faiih  in  one  God,  bis  acknowledgnitni  of  llie  fcripturc3  of  the  OIci  an4 
Ksw  T-^ftsmeiil  as  of  d-viceinrpirauoa, 

conti-oi 
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control  that  right  of  conscience,  in  the  free  exercise  of  rehgious 
v/orship."  The  15th  article  declares,  "That  all  men  have  a  ria-^ 
tura!  inherent  right  to  emigrate  from  one  state  to  another  that 
will  receive  them,  or  to  form  a  new  state  in  vacant  countries,  or 
lii  such  countries  as  they  can  purchase,  whenever  the}^  think 
that  thereby  they  may  promote  their  own  happiness." 

The  second  article  of  the  Ddaware  declaration  is  substantiaily 
the  same  with  that  of  Pennsylvania.  The  third  says,  ''That  all 
persons  professing  the  christian  religion,  ought  forever  to  enjoy" 
i^qiial  rights  and  priuileges  in  the  state  ;*  unless  under  colour  of 
leligion,  any  man  disturb  the  peace,  the  happiness,  or  safety  of 
society."  By  the  29th  section  in  the  system  of  government,  it  is 
fixed — ^'  That  there  shall  be  no  establishment  of  any  one  reli- 
gious sect  in  the  state  in  preference  to  another." 

The  Maryland  declaration  is  remarkably  full,  particular,  an# 
pointed  as  to  the  objects  of  constitutional  right  and  security.  The 
o3d  article  relates  to  religious  liberty,  and  expresses,  *'  That  as  it 
3Sthe  duty  of  every  man  to  worship  God  in  such  manner  as  he 
thinks  most  acceptable  to  him,  all  persons  professing  the  christian 
religion  are  equally  entitled  to  protection  in  their  religious  libera 
ty ;  wherefore  no  person  ought,  by  any  law,  to  be  molested  in  his 
person  or  estate,  on  account  of  his  religious  persuasion  or  profes-r 
sion,orforhis  religious  practice  ;  unless,  under  colour  of  rehgion, 
any  man  shall  disturb  the  good  order,  peace,  or  safety  of  the  state^ 
er  shall  infnnge  the  laws  of  woraliiy^j  or  injure  others  in  their 
natural,  civil,  or  religious  rights  :  nor  ought  any  person  to  be 
compelled  to  frequent,  or  maintain,  or  contribute  (unless  on  con- 
tract) to  maintain  any  particular  place  of  worship,  or  any  purticu* 
lar  ministry  :  yet  the  legislature  niay,  in  their  discretion^  lay  a  ge- 
neral and  equal  tax,  for  the  support  of  the  christian  religion  ; 
leaving  to  each  individual  the  power  of  appointing  the  payment 
of  the  money  collected  from  him,  over  to  the  support  of  any  par- 
ticular place  of  worship,  or  minister,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor  of  his  own  denomination,  or  the  poor  ixi  general  of  any  par^ 
dcular  county.  But  the  churches,  chapels,  glebes,  and  all  other 
property  now  belonging  to  the  church  of  England,  ought  to  XQi^ 

*  Thefyll^m  of  government  requires  r.otwithftandlnfr,  that  every  perfba 
chosen  a  member  of  either  houfe,  or  appointed  to  any  office  or  piace  of  tnift, 
ihouid  formally  declare  his  faith  in  the  Trinitarian  docuinc,  snc  in  the  divine 
infpiration  of  the  Old  and  K«w  Tcftament. 

i"  *  This  claufe  ie  certainly  vague,  and  open  to  opprefiing  ccwftructlon  j 
all  that  can  come  under  the  legal  punifhment  to  be  icfl'tJled  by  a  state,  is  ex* 
^fciTcd  in  the  prcceiing  and  fubscqucni  chuse?, 

mala 
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main  to  the  church  of  England  for  ever."  A  prcccdin;^  article dc- 
ciared,  "That  there  ought  to  be  no  toiieilurc  of  any  part  of  the 
estate  of  any  person  for  any  crime  except  niurtlcr,  or  treason  a- 
gainst  the  state,  and  then  only  on  conviction  and  attainder.  I:i  the 
,'r5Lh  section  of  the  form  of  government,  it  is  expressly  appointed, 
that  every  person  before  entcrijigon  any  oihce  of  trust  or  profit, 
shall  subscribe  a  declaration  of  his  belief  in  the  christian  religion. 

Virgimii\i-^\\\  not  introduced  its  form  of  government  witii  any 
declaration  of  general  principles;  nor  made  mention  of  any  ei- 
ther toleration  or  test.  The  executive  power  is  divided  between 
the  goveiiior,  the  councilor  stale  and  the  county  courts,  or  ve- 
nerable cuMections  of  justices  of  peace.  The  delegates  and  se- 
nate ma/  be  of  this  rank.  The  governor's  share  of  the  execu- 
tive is  trifang.  The  county  courts,  or  justices  of  the  per.ce,  be- 
side the  authcn-lty  of  recommending  to  the  governor  candidates 
on  vacancies  m  their  own  body,  officers  for  the  militia,  and  no- 
minating the  sheriffs  and  coroners,  are  to  appoint  the  clerks  of 
tlie  several  county  courts  in  the  co*nmonweakh.  For  these  rea- 
sons the  constitution  is  charged  with  involving  in  it  a  system  fop 
perpetuating  an  aristocracy.  It  is  thought,,  however,  to  he  al- 
terabJe  at  pleasure  by  subsequent  legislatures,  in  as  much  as  the 
electors  of  the  delegates  and  representatives  who ,  formed  thci 
convention  in  177(3,  had  no  idea  of  independence  and  a  perma- 
nent republic,  and  could  not  mean  to  vest  in  the  convention  any 
authorities  other  than  those  of  the  ordinary  legislature. 

Norih-Carolina^  in  the  declaration  of  rights,  maintains  **  That 
all  men  have  a  natural  and  unalienable  right  to  worship  Almighh/ 
God,  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience  ;  and  yet 
establishes  it  as  an  article  in  the  form  of  government,  "  That:  no 
person  who  shall  deny  the  being  of  a  God,  or  the  truth  of  the 
Protestant  Religion,  or  the  divine  authority  of  the  Old  or  Ne\r 
Testament,  shall  be  capable  of  holding  any  oiiice  or  place  of 
trustor  profit  in  the  civil  department  of  the  state." 

By  the  Soutk-Carolina  constitution,  aiuong  the  qualifications 
of  electors  for  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  or  senate 
is  that  of  "  acknowledging  tiie  being  of  a  God,  and  belief  in  a 
future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments."  It  also  prescribes — • 
*■•  That  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  sit  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, unless  he  be  of  the  Protestant  religion  ;  and  that  the  go- 
vernor, the  lieutenant-governor,  privy  council  and  senate,  shall 
be  of  the  same  religion.  The  38th  article  provides — ''-'Ihat  all 
persons  and  religious  societies,  who  aclcnowledgc  that  tlicrc  is 
one  God^  and  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punishincnts,  and  that 
Godi^  publicly  to  be  worshipped,  shall  be  freely  tolerated."     It 
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then  proceeds,  "The  Christian  Protestant  religion  shali'be 
deemed,  and  is  hereby  constituted  and  declared  to  be  the  esta- 
blished religion  of  the  state;  and  ail  denominations  of  Christian 
Protestants,  demeaning  themselves  peaceably  and  faithfully, 
shall  enjoy  equal  religious  and  civil  privileges." 

The  constitution  of  Georgia  declares — ''  That  all  persons 
whatever,  shall  have  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  provi- 
ded it  be  not  repugnant  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  state  ;  apd 
shall  not,  unless  by  consent,  support  any  teacher  or  teachers,  ex- 
cept those  of  their  own  profession  :"  but  it  requires  that  the  re- 
presentativives,  who  are  the  legislature  of  the  state,  and  who  e- 
Icct  out  of  their  own  body  the  governor  and  executive  council, 
should  be  of  the  Protestant  religion. 

Some  of  the  constitutions  declare — "  That  no  clergyman,  or 
preacher  of  the  gospel  of  any  denomination,  shall  be  capable  of 
holding  any  civil  office  within  the  state."  Such  clergymen  as 
are  paid  by,  and  so  are  the  servants  of  the  state,  may  be  justly  ex- 
cluded :  but  if  they  only  enjoy  the  common  protection  of  the  state, 
it  ought  to  have  been  left  to  their  fellow-citizens  whether  to  e- 
lectthem  into  places,  and  to  themselves  whether  to  accept ;  wh.ich 
neither  the  prudence  of  the  one,  nor  the  sacred  duties  of  the 
other,  will  permit,  unless  upon  some  very  extraordinary  occa- 
sion. 

The  constitutions  are  so  formed,  that  the  inhabitants  in  com- 
mon have  a  right  to  vote  for  representatives,  though  not  to  vote 
for  several  in  different  towns  and  places.  In  a  few  states  every 
freeman  of  the  full  age  of  21  years,  having  resided  in  the  state  for 
the  space  of  one  whole  year  before  the  day  of  election,  and  paid 
public  taxes  during  that  time,  enjoys  the  right  of  an  elector.  In 
most,  he  must  be  worth  thirty  or  forty -five  pounds  sterling.  Cer- 
tain states  have  provided  for  the  establishment  and  perpetuating 
of  an  equal  representation,  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  of  free- 
men inhabiting  the  counties,  cities,  towns  and  districts. 

The 
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Tke  f(:)llov;Ing  extracts  from  an  Act  for  c«^la)jii«-.!ilnc^  Religious 
Frvcihm,  passed  in  the  Hssciiibly  of  Virginia  in  the  [)egii\ning 
<n  17S6,  IS  adJeci,  iii  CKjjectation  of  gratityingUic  curiosity,  if 
«ot  the  taste,  of  most  readers. 

**  WELL  aware,  that  Almighty  Go^l  bath  created  the  mind 
frec^  thiat  all  attempts  to  inliuciice  it  by  temporal  punishments 
or  bi:rthciis,  or  by  civil  incapacitations,  tend  only  to  beget  hubit* 
■of  hypocrisy,  and  arc  a  departuic  from  the  plan  of  the  Holy- 
Author  of  our  religion,  wh;j  being  Lord  of  body  and  mind,  vet 
•cliosc  not  to  propagate  it  by  coercions  on  either; — Thatthc  im- 
ptOL'S  presumption  of  legislators  and  riders,  eivii  as  well  as  eccle- 
siastical, (who,  being  themselves  but  fallible  and  uninspired  men, 
[javc  assumed  dominion  over  the  fldth  of  others,  settiiig  up  th^^ir 
own  opinions  and  modes  of  thinking  as  alone  true  and  infallible, 
and  as  such  endeavoring  to  impose  them  on  others)  hath  establish- 
ed and  maintained  false  religions  over  the  greatest  part  of  the 
world,  and  .through  all  times  \ — That,  to  compel  a  man  io  furnish 
contributions  of  money  for  the  propagation  of  opinions  Vvhieh 
he  disbelieves,  is  sinful  and  tyrannical  • — That  even  the  forcing 
a  man  to  support  this  or  tliat  teacher  of  his  own  religious  per- 
suasion, is  depriving  iiim  of  the  comfort^ible  liberty  of  giving  his 
contributions  to  the  particular  pastor,  whose  morals  he  would 
make  his  pattern,  and  whose  powers  lie  feels  most  persuasive  to 
righteousness;  and  is  withdrawing  from  the  ministry,  those  tem- 
poral rewards,  which,  proceeding  from  an  approbation  of  liieir 
personal  corjduct,  are  an  additional  incitement  to  earnest  and  un- 
remitted labors  for  the  instruction  of  mankind  ; — That  our  civil 
rights  have  no  dependence  on  our  reiigi^jus  opinions,  any  niora 
th.aii  on,  our  opinions  in  physic  or  geometry  ; — That,  therefore, 
the  proscribing  any  citizen  as  unworthy  the  public  confi-Jencc, 
hy  laying  upo.i  him  an  incapaeity  of  being  cu.Ied  to  offices  of 
4:rust  ujad  emolument,  uniess  he  professes  or  renounces  this  or  that 
religious  opinion,  is  depriving  him  injuriously  of  those  privileges 
and  advantages  to  which  m  common  with  his  fellow-citizenshe 
has  a  natural  riglit  ;  and  tends  also  to  corrupt  the  principles  of 
that  very  religion  it  is  meant  to  enc  ^urage,  by  bribing  witlr  a  mo- 
nopoly of  worldlv  honors  and  emolumcr.ts,  those  who  will  ex- 
ternally conform  to  it: — That  though  indeed  those  are  criminal 
who  do  not  withstand  such  temptations,  yet  neither  are  those  in- 
r.ocent  Vv-ho  lay  them  in  their  way  ; — I'liat  to  suffer  the  civil  ma- 
gistrate to  intrude  his  powers  into  the  tiekl  of  opinion,  and  to 
restrain  the  proiession  or  propagation  ofprinviples  on  supposition 
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of  their  ill  tendency,  is  a  dangerous  fallacy  ;  which,  at  once,  de- 
stroys all  religious  liberty;  because  he,  being  of  course  judge  of 
that  tendency,  will  make  his  opinions  the  rule  of  judgment,  and 
will  approve  or  condemn  the  sentiments  of  others,  only  as  they 
shall  agree  with,  or  differ  from  his  own  ; — ^Thatit  is  time  enough 
for  the  rightful  purposes  of  civil  government,  for  its  officers  ta 
interpose  when  principles  break  out  in  overt  acts  against  peace 
and  good  o/der  : — And  iinally,  that  triitli  is  great,  and  will  pre- 
vail if  left  to  herself:  that  she  is  the  proper  and  sufficient  antag- 
onist to  error,  and  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  conliict,  un- 
less by  human  interposition,  disarmed  of  her  natural  weapons^ 
free  argument  sind  debate — errorsceasingto  be  dangerous,  when 
it  is  permitted  freely  to  contradict  them. 

*■'  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  that  no 
man  shall  be  compelled  to  support  any  religious  worship,  place 
or  ministry  whatsoever;  nor  shall  be  forced,  restrained,  moles<- 
ted  or  burthened  in  his  body  or  goods,  nor  shall  otherwise  suf- 
fer, on  account  of  his  religious  opinion  or  belief  :  but  that  all 
men  shall  be  free  to  profess,  and  by  argument  to  maintain,  their 
©pinions  in  matters  of  religion :  and  that  the  same,  shall  in  no 
wise  diminish,  enlarge,  or  affect  their  civil  capacities. 

**  And  though  we  well  know  that  this  assembly,  elected 'b5r 
the  people  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  legislation  only,  have  no 
povv-er  to  restrain  the  acts  of  succeeding  assemblies,  constittited- 
vjith  powers  equal  to  our  own  ;  and  that,  therefore,  to  declare 
this  act  irrevocable,  would  be  of  no  effect  in  law  ;  yet  we  are 
free  to  declare,  and  do  declare,  that  the  rights  hereby  asserted, 
are  of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind ;  and  that  if  any  act  shall- 
be  hereafter  passed  to  repeal  the  present,  or  to  narrow  its  oper- 
alion^such  act  will  be  an  infringement  oinatural  right,'* 
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^hc  United  states  in  congress  a'^scniblcd,  fnding.  that  the  articles 
of  the  conjederatien  would  not  enable  them  to  surmount  those 
national  embarrassments  with  zvhich  theij  were  attended,  at 
length  recommended  to  the  several  govo-nments  the  appointing 
o/  delegates  to  form  a  special  convention  at  Phitadelphia.  Most 
vf  them  complied i  and  elected  gentlemen  qf  distinguished  cha- 
7'acter  to  represent  them,  IVhen  the  delegates  met  in  June 
1787,  doctor  Franklin  proposed  his  excelleneij  George  IVash- 
ington  for  president  ;  and  he  ukis  unanimously  chosen,  yjfter 
several  months  close  and  free  deliberation,  the  following  pub- 
licationsmade  their  appearance,  cjxepting  the  par  Is  inc  laded 
^ithin  the  crotchets. 


[FRAME  OF  GOVERNMENT.] 

'E  the  people  ot  the  UNITED  STATES,  in  order  icy 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domes- 
tic tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  toe  ge- 
neral welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and 
our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution  for  tlw 
United  States  or  AMERICA. 


^^Legislative  Powers.'} 

ARTICLE  I. 

[The  House  of  RepresentaxivjesJ 

SECTION    I, 

LL  legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  a 
congress  of  the  United  States,  w^hich -shall  consist  of  a  Se- 
nate and  house  of  representatives. 

SECTION    11. 

The  house  of  representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members 
chosen  every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the  several  states,  and 
the  electors  in  each  stat€  shall  have  the  qualifications  requisite 
ior  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  state  legislature. 

No  person  shall  be  a  representative  who  shall  not  have  attain- 
ed to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  seven  years  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  in- 
habitant of  that  state  in  which  he  shall  jbe  chosen. 

Kepresentatives 
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Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  amcrfg' 
the  several  states  which  maybe  included  within  this  Union,  ac- 
cuiumg  Lo  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined 
bv  auding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons  including  those 
bound  to  5-ervice  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not 
taxed,  three  lifths  of  all  other  persons.  The  actual  enumeration 
shall  be  made  within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  and  within  every  subsequent  term 
oi  Lea  years,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  by  lav?  direct.  The 
number  of  lepresentativcs  shall  noL  exceed  one  for  every  thirty 
tiiousand,  but  each  state  shall  have  at  least  one  representative  ; 
and  until  such  enun^eration  shall  be  made,  the  state  of  New-^ 
Iiampsh:fe  shall  be  entitled  to  choose  three  Massachusetts  eight,- 
Hhode-lsiand  and  Providence  Plantations  one,  Connecticut  five^ 
iScw-York  six,  New-Jersey  four,  Pennsylvania  eight,  Delaware* 
one,  Maryland  six,  Virginia  ten,  North-Caroilna  five,  Souths 
Carolina  live,  and  Georgia  three. 

When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any  state, 
the  executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  hil 
such  vacancies. 

The  house  of  representatives  shall-  choose  their  speaker  an4 
other  officers  i  and  shall  have  the  sole  power  cf  impeachments 
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SECTION    III. 

TI^E  seriate  of  the  United  States,  shall"  tie  COSiposed  of  two? 
senators  from  each  state,  chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof 
for  six  years  ;  and  each  se^Vator  shall  have  one  vote. 

Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled  in  consequence  of 
the  first  election,  they  shall  be  divided  as  equally  as  may  be  i-nto 
three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  senators  of  the  iiist  class  shaU  be 
vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  of  the  second  class  at 
the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  and  of  the  third  class  at  the  ex- 
piration  of  the  sixth  year,  so  that  one  third  may  be  chosen  every 
second  year;  and  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation,  or  cthervi^ise, 
duriijgthe  recess  ofthe  legislature  ofany state, the  executive  there- 
of may  mak.e  temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of 
the  legislature,  which  shah  then  fill  such  vacancies. 

No  person  shah  be  a  senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  years  a  citizen  ofthe  United 
States,  and  whj  shall  not  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitarit  of  that 
slate,  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

The 
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The  vice-president  of  the  United  States  diall  be  president  of 
the  senate,  but  bhall  have  \\<d  vole,  unless  tlicy  be  ecjually  divided, 

The  Senate  shall  rhoose  their  other  ulfifcers,  and  al^o  a  presi- 
dent pro  tempore,  in  the  absence  of  the  vicc-))rcs;dcnt,  or  when 
he  shull  exercise  the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impcacluuents. 
When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  tliey  shall  be  on  oath  or  aifirma- 
tion.  When  the  jncsident  of  the  United  States  is  tried,  the 
chief  justice  shall  preside  :  and  no  person  shall  he  convicted 
without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  not  exiend  further 
then  to  removal  trom  oiFice,  ar.d  disquaiitication  to  hold  and  en- 
joy any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States  ; 
but  the  party  convicted  shall  nevertheless  he  liable  and  subject  to 
indictment,  trial,  judgment  and  punishment,  according  to  law. 

SECTION    IV. 

The  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  senator 
ind  representatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  le- 
gislature thereof  ;  but  the  congress  may  at  any  time  by  hwmake 
or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  se- 
nators. 


\Th'^  GENERAL  CONGRESS.] 

THE  congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and 
such  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  Dtcember,  un- 
less tliey  shall  by  law  appoint  a  different  day. 

SECTION    V. 

Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and 
qualiiieations  of  its  own  Members,  and  a  majority  of  each  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business  :  but  a  smaller  number  may 
adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorised  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner,  and  under  sucii 
penalties,  as  each  house  may  provide. 

Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  punish 
its  members  for  disorderly  behaviour,  and,  with  the  concurrence 
of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member. 

Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  Its  proceedings,  and  from 
time  to  tin:ie  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts  as  may  in  their 
judgment  require  secresy  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  mem- 
bers of  each  house,  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire  ot  one- 
iifth  of  those  presents  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Neither 
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.  Neither  House  during  the  session  of  congress  shall,  with^^ut 
the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  no^ 
to  any  other  place  than  that,  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  be 
sitting, 

SECTION    VI. 

Tlie  senators  and  representatives  shall  receive  a  corapensatioi? 
for  their  services,  to  be  ascertained  bylaw,  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  U.  States.  Theyshail  in  all  cases,  except  treason^ 
felony,  and  breach  of  tiie  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during 
their  attendance  at  the  session  of  their  respective  houses,  and  i^ 
going  to  and  returning  froiVi  the  same  ;  and  for  any  speech  or  de- 
bate in  either  house  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other 
place. 

No  senator  or  representative  sliall,  during  the  time  far  which 
he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  United  JStates,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the 
emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been  increased  during  such  time; 
and  no  person  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  shalibf 
a  inember  of  either  house  during  his  continuance  in.  office. 
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SE-CTION    VII» 

ALL  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originste  in  live  housic  of 
representatives  ;  but  the  senate  may  propose  or  concur 
wicli  amendments  as  on  other  bills. 

Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  house  of  representa- 
tives and  the  senate,  shall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be  presented 
to  the  president  of  -he  United  States  ;  if  he  approve  he  shai*  sign 
•it,  but  if  not  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  that  house  in 
which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at 
large  on  their  journal^  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If  after  such 
reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass  the 
bill,  it  shalj  be  sent  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other 
house  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  considered,  and  if  c-.pproved 
by  two-thirds  of  that  house,  it  shall  becom.e  a  law.  But  in  all 
such  cases  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the 
bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  hous.e  respectively. 

If  any  biU  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  president  within  ten  days 
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(^un^ayscTCCcptcJ)  after  it  shall  liavc  been  presented  to  him,  the 
same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  iihc  had  sl2;ncd  it,  unless 
the  congress  by  their  adjournment  picvcnL  its  return,  in  which 
case  it  sliall  not  be  a  law. 

Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote  to  vtrhich  the  concurrence  of 
the  senate  and  liousc  ot  representatives  may  be  necessary  (except 
on  aqucstion  of  adjournment)  shall  l;e  presented  to  the  president; 
of  the"  United  States  :  and  before  the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall 
be  approved  by  him,  or  bein^^  disapproved  by  him,,  shall  be  re- 
passed by  two-thirdsoftite  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
according  to  tiie  rules  and  [imitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a 
bilL 

SECTION  viir. 

The  congress  shall  have  p.owcr — To  lay  and  collect  taxes,,  du- 
ties, imposts  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  [provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States  ;  but  ail 
duties,  impost  and  excises  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States  ; — To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  ;. 
— ^^Fo  regulate  conimerce  with  foreign  natiofis,  and  among  the  se- 
veral states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes  ; — To  establish  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  Slates  \ — 'To  coin  money, 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  stand- 
ard of  weights  and  measui-es  ; — ^To  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
counterfeiting  the  securities  and  current  coin  of  the  United 
States  ;■ — ^To  establish  post-offices  and  post-roads  ; — To  promote 
the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing  for  limited 
times  to  authors  and  inventors theexclusivc  righttotheirrespective 
writings  and  discoveries  ; — To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  tiie 
supreme  court ; — ^To  define  and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  com- 
initted  on  the  high  seas,  and  offences  against  the  law  of  ruuions; — 
To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  make 
rules  concerning  captures  on  land  and  water  ; — ^^i'o  raise  and  sup- 
port armies,  but  no  appropriation  of  money  to  that  use  shall  be  ior 
a  longer  term  than  two  years; — To  provide  and  maintain  a  na- 
vy;—To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces  ; — ^To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  ta 
execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  suppress  insurrections  and  repel 
invasions  ; — I'o  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  erC- 
ployed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  slates 
lespectivcly,  the  appointment  of  the  oiSiCerSj  and  the  authority  oi 
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training  tlie  mlliud.,  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  hj  coh« 
grass. — I'o  exercise  executive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever^ 
over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may,  b)^ 
cession  of  particular  states,  and  the  acceptance  of  congress,  be- 
con^.e  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  ex- 
ercise like  authority  over  all  places  purchased  by  tlie  consent  of 
the  legislature  of  the  state  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the 
erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yard^,  and  oQier 
needful  buildings  ;  and  to  make  all  laws  wliich  shall  be  necessary 
and  proj:)er  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and 
all  other  powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 


{^Restrictions  upon  Congress.] 

SECTION    IX. 

THE  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  tha 
States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
prohibited  by  the  congress  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand,  eght 
hundred  and  eighty  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such 
importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person. 

The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspend- 
ed, unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public 
safety  may  require  it. 

No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  post  facto  law  shall  be  passed. 

No  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  in  pro- 
portion to  the  census  or  enumeration  herein  before  directed  ^o 
be  taken. 

No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any- 
state.  No  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  com- 
merce or  revenue  to  the  ports  ot  one  state  over  those  ot  another  ; 
nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or  from  one  state,  be  obliged  to  enter, 
clear,  or  pay  duties  in  another. 

No  monies  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  conse^ 
quence  of  appropriations  made  by  law  ;  and  a  regular  statement 
and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money 
shall  be  published  from  time  to. time. 

No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United  States  : — ■ 
'And  no  person  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  them, 
shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  congress,  accept  of  any  present, 
emolument,  office  or  title,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  king, 
prince,  or  foreign  state, 

[Restrictioij 
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[Resfrtclicris  tipofi  rcspa-fivc  Si-di<:s.] 

SECTION    X. 

O  state  shall  enter  into  any  Ucaty,  allijncc,  or  confcdera* 
lion  i  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  j.cuin  nionev ; 
cniit  bills  of  credit ;  make  any  thing  but  guid  and  silver  coin  a 
tender  in  payment  of  debts;  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  t'^ym?^ 
Jacto  law,  or  law  iaip.iiiing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  grant 
any  title  of  nobiiity.  No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the 
•congress,  lay  any  icnposts  or  duties  on  imports  or  exporis,  except 
whiJt  may  be  ai)solL4ieIy  necessary  for  executing  its  inspection 
laws;  and  the  nett  produce  of  Jill  duties  and  iinj)osts,  laid  by  any 
•states  on  imports  or  exports,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States;  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the 
revision  and  controul  of  the  congress.  No  state  shall,  without 
tiie  consent  of  congress,  lay  any  duty  of  tonnage,  keep  troops, 
or  ships  of  war,  in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or 
<'ompact  with  another  state,  or  with  a  foreign  power,  or  engage 
in  war,  urdess  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  immiiient  danger  as 
'Sviii  not  admit  of  delay. 

\ Extent ke  l\rj:ti\\ 

A  R  1^  1  C  L  E     II. 

[PRESIDENT.] 

SECTION    I. 

^lOHE  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  president  ci  the 
A.  United  States  of  Ainerica.  He  shaR  hold  his  oliice  during 
the  term  of  four  years,  and,  together  with  \^v\q  vice  president, 
chjtfsen  for  the  same  term,  l)e  elected  as  folio'^s: 

Each  state  shall  appoint,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  legislature 
thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors,  <?qua-l  to  th^e  whole  num- 
ber of  senators  and  representatives  to  vv^hich  the  state  may  be 
•entitled  in  the  congress:  but  no  senator  or  representative,  or 
person  holding  an  otlke  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States, 
shall  be  appointed  an  eiffctor. 

The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  slates,  and  vote  hv 
ballot  for  two  persons,  of  whom  one  at  least  shall  not  be  an  in- 
habitant of  the  same  state  v/ith  themselves.  And  they  shall  make 
a  list  of  all  the  persons  voted  for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes 
for  each  ;  which  list  they  sliall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit  scal- 
ed to  the  seat  of  government  of  .the  United  States,  directed  to 
the  presideiit  of  the  senate,  I'he  president  of  the  senate  shall, 
in  tlie  presence  of  the  senate  and  hous-e  of  representatives,  ope'n 
ah  tbe  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted.     The 
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person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  sh.all  he  the  pres?- 
dent  if  such  namber  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  elect- 
ors .ppointed  ;  and  if  there  be  mure  than  one  who  have  such 
nijjonty,  and  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  house 
of  representatives  shall  immediately  choose  by  ballot  one  of 
them  for  president ;  and  if  no  person  have  a  majority,  then  from 
the  five  highest  on  the  list  the  said  house  shall  in  like  manner 
chouse  the  president.  But  in  choosing  the  president,  the  votes- 
shall  be  taken  by  states,  the  rt presentation  from  each  state  hav- 
ing one  vote  :  a  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  mem- 
ber or  merabers  from  two-thirds  ot  the  states,  and  a  majority  of 
all  the  scates  shallbe  necessary  to  a  choice.  In  eve:  y  case  af- 
te-  the  choice  of  the  president,  t:ie  person  having  ttic  gieatest 
number  of  votes  of  the  electors^  shall  be  the  vice-president.  But 
if  there  shall  remain  tvvu  or  more  who  have  equal  votes,  the  se- 
nate shall  choose  from  them  by  ballot  the  vice-president. 

The  congress  may  determine  the  time  of  chocsirg  the  elect- 
ors, and  the  day  on  which  they  shall  give  their  votes  ,  wiiich  day 
shall  be  tlie  same  throughout  the  United  Sl.lcs. 

No  person  except  a  natural  born  citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,, 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  president;  neither  shall  any  per- 
son be  eligible  to  that  ofiice  v/i  j  shall  not  have  attained  to  the- 
age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  been  fourteen  years  a  resident  with- 
in the  United  State", 

Incase  of  the  removal  of  the  president  from  office,  or  of  his 
death,  resignation,  or  inability  to  discharge  the  powers  and  du~ 
ties  of  u;c  Sx^id  office,  die  same  slMiil  devolve  on  tne  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  the  Cojigress  may  by  law  provide  for  tlie  case  of  re- 
njov  :I,  death,  refignation,.  or  inabilitv,  bctii  of  the  President  and 
Vice-President,  declaring  what  oflicer  shall  then  act  as  President, 
and  such  officer  shall  zc:  accordingly,  until  tne  disabihty  be  re- 
moved, or  a  President  shall  be  elected. 

The  President  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services,  a 
compensation,.,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished 
during  the  period  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,,  and  he 
shaii  :iOt  receive  within  that  period  any  other  emolument  from 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  shall  take 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 

"  I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirni)  that  I  will  faithfully  exe- 
cute the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  and  will  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  preserve,  protect  and  defend  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States..'* 

SEC*- 
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SECTION.    II. 

7'he  pci&idcnt  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  armv  and 
navy  of  Uie  United  Styles,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  states, 
when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  ;  he  may- 
require  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of 
the  executive  departments,  upon  any  subject  rclatingto  the  duties 
ot  their  respective  oiiiccs,  and  he  shall  have  power  to  giart  re- 
prieves and  pardons  for  olleivces  against  the  United  States,  ex* 
cept  in  cases  of  impcaclmient. 

He  shall  have  power,  by  and  wjth  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  senrie,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  senators 
piesentco  icur  ;  and  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other 
})iib!Ic  ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and 
«'l  v,.;ier  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  appointments  are 
iiL-.n^i-cin  otherwise  provided  for,  and  whicii  shall  be  established 
by  iaw.  But  the  congress  may  by  law  vest  the  appointm.ent  of 
such  inferior  officers,  as  they 'think  proper,  im  the  presidents- 
ione,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments. 
.  'J 'he  president  snallhavc  power  to  fill  upall  vacancis  that  may 
happen  during  the  recess  of  the  senate  by  granting  comm.ission* 
which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session, 

SECTION    III, 

He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  congress  information  of 
the  state  of  the  union,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such 
measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessaryand  expedient;  he  may,  on 
extraordinary  occasions,  convene  both  houses,  or  either  of  them, 
and  in  case  oi"  disagreement  between  them,  with  respect  to  the 
tjnie  of  adjoi^!'nm.ent,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  Jmc  a*^  he 
45h?Ii  think  ^^ruper;  he  shall  receive  am.baisadors  and  other  pu- 
blic ministers;  he  shall  take  car^  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted and  shall  commission  aii  the  officers  of  the  United  Statesv 

SECTION    IV. 

_  The  president,  vice-president,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for^ 
and  convictiOii  <ii^  treason,  bribery  or  other  high  crimes  and  mis- 
v-demeanors. 


A  R  T  i  CLE  liL 

[^Judiciary  Po'j:er.  ] 

SECTION    I. 

npHE  judiciary  power  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  vested  in 
A.    one  supreme  court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  con- 
gress may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish.     The  judges, 
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both  of  the  supreme  and  inferiar  courts,  shall  hold  their  offieesf 
during  good  behaviour,  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their 
services,  a  compensation,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during- 
their  eoatinuance  in  office. 

SECTION    II. 

The  judicial  pov^rer  shall  extend  to  all  cases,  in~  law  and  equity^ 
arising  under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their  authority  ;  to 
ail  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls ; 
to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  marine  jurisdiction  ;  to  controversies: 
to  which  the  United  States  shall  be  a  party  :  to  controversies  be- 
tween two  or  more  states,,  between  a  state  and  citizens  of  ano- 
ther state,  between  citizens  of  difrorent  states,  between  citizens* 
of  the  same  st^te  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different  states,, 
and  between  a  state,  or  the  citizens  thereof^  and  foreign,  stales  ci- 
tizens or  subjects. 

In  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors^  other  public  ministers  and 
consuls  and  those  in  which  a  state  shall  be  a  party,  the  supreme 
court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction.  In  all  the  othercasesbefore 
mentioned,  the  supreme  court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction, 
both  as  to  law  and  fact  with  such  exceptionSy  and  under  such  re- 
gulations as  the  congress  shall  make. 

The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall 
Le  by  jury  ;  and  such  trial  shall  be  held  in  the  state  where  the 
said  crimes  shall  have  been  com.mitted  ;  but  when  not  conimitted 
within  any  state,  the  trial  shall  be  at  such  place  or  places  as-  the 
congress  may  by  law  have  directed. 

SECTION  II r. 

Treason  against  the  United  States,  shall  consist  only  in  levying 
war  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  tiien> 
aid  and  comfort.  No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless 
on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,,  or  on 
confession  in  open  court. 

The  congress  shall  have  power  to  declai'e  the  punishment  of 
treason,  but  no  attainder  of  treason  shall  work  corruption  of  blcodi^ 
or  forfeiture  except  during  the  life  of  the  person  attained. 
A  R  r  I  C  L  E    IV, 

SECTION    I. 

Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  stale  to  the  public 
acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  (;f  every  other  state.  And 
the  congress  may  by  general  laws  prescribe  the  manner  in  which 
such  facts,  records  and  proceedings  shall  be  proved,  and  the  effect 
thereof, 

SECTION    II. 

The  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  sever;;!  states.  '  A 
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A  person  charged  in  any  state  with  trca?K>n,  felony,  or  any  oth- 
er crime,  who  shall  lite  tVoiii  JListite,  «nd  be  found  in  another 
state,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  state 
from  which  he  lied,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  statd 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime. 

No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state,  under  the  laws 
thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  inconsequence  of  any  law 
or  regulation  therein^  be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labofj 
but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  clair.i  of  the  party  to  whom  such- 
service  or  labor  shall  be  due. 


[ General  Regulations.  ] 

SECTION    III. 

NEW  states  may  be  admitted  by  the  congress  into  this  Un- 
ion ;  but  no  ncv^  state  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within, 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  state  ;  nor  any  state  be  formed  by 
the  junction  of  two  or  more  states,  or  parts  of  states,  without  the 
consent  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states  concerned  as  well  as  of- 
the  congress. 

The  congress  shall  have  pov/er  to  dispose  of  and  make  ail 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  othei*' 
property  belonging  to  the  United  Stales ;  and  nothing  in  this 
constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  state. 

SECTION    IV. 

The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  state  in  this  Union, 
a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them 
against  invasion  ;  and  on  application  of  the  legislature,  or  of  the  ex- 
ecutive (when  the  legislauire  cannot  be  convened)  against  domes- 
tic violence.  

\_ Amendments  Provided. ] 
A  R  T  1  C  L  E    V. 

THE  congress,  whenever  tw^o  thirds  of  both  houses  shall  deem 
it  necessary,  shall  propose  amendments  to  this  constitution^ 
or,  on  the  application  of  tlie  legislatures  of  two  thirds  of  the  several 
states,  shall  call  a  convention  for  proposingamendments,  which, in 
either  case,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this' 
constitution,  when  ratiiied  by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the 
several  states,  or  by  conventions  in  three  fourths  thereof,  as  the  one 
<dr  the  other  mode  of  ratilication  may  be  proposed  by  tiie  congress  > 
provided,  that  no  amendment  which  maybe  made  prior  to  the  ye:itf, 
(s>ne  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  eight,  shall  in  any  manner  aiTecS- 
the  first  and  fourth  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  th.e  lirst  article  7. 
and  that  no  state,  without  its  conscntj  shall  be  depi  ivcd  of  its  equal 
suffrage  in  the  senate,  [General 
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[Geizeral  Jiegulations, ] 
ARTIC  Li:   VL 

ALL  debts  contracted  and  engagements  entered  into,  befvore 
the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  sbaU  be  as  valid  against 
tiie  United  Slates  under  this  ccnstituticn,  as  under  the  confede- 
ration. 

This-constitution,  and  the  Ir-A's  of  the  L'nited  States,  which  shall 
be  made  in  pursuance  thereof;  and  all  treaties  made,  or  vvliich 
shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land  ;  and  the  judges  in  every  strtt  shalL 
be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  an)  state 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  senators  and  representatives  before  mentioned,  and  the 
inembers  oi  the  several  state  legislatures,  and  all  executive  and' 
judicial  officers, both  of  the  United  States, and  of  tl.e  several  states, 
shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support  this  constitution  ; 
but  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  to 
any  office  or  public  trust  under  the  United  States. 
ARTICLE    YIL 

The  ratification  of  the  conventions  of  nine  states,  shall  \>q  suf- 
f^/jient  for  the  estabiishment  of  this  constitution  between  the  states 
so  ratifying  the  same. 
Done  in  convention,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  states  pre= 

sent,  the  seventeenth  day  of  Scptcmbei,  m  the  year  of  our 

Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  anci  eighty-seven,  and  of  the 

Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  twelfth. 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names, 
GEORGE  WASHING  rO^:,  rre&uknt, 
and  Deputy  from  Virginia, 

Nev/-Hampshirc.  John  Langdon^  Nicholas  Giiman. — M^ssa^ 
chusetts.  Nathaniel  Gorhav:^  Rit/'us  A7?2^.— Connecticut..  fVil^ 
Ham  SaviuelJohnston,  Roger Shtr man. — New- York.  Akxandcy 
Jlamilton. — ^^New -Jersey.  JVilliam  Livingston^  David  Brearlcxj^ 
William  Pattersoii,  Jonathan  Daijion. — Pennsylvania.  Benjaynin 
Franklin^  Thomas  3Ii//ii72,  Eobcrt  Mo)  ris,  George  Clymc)\  Thos, 
Fitzsimons,  Jarcd  IngersolL  James  Jl'dscn,  Goveineur  lu orris, 
— Delaware.  George  Ready  Gunning  Bedford,  jun.  JohnDiditn- 
S:0?2y  Richard  Basset/,  Jacob  Broom. — Maryland.  James  M'' Hen- 
ry, Daniel  of  St.  TJio.  Jenifer  ^  Daniel  Carroll. — Virginia.  Joh}t 
Blair,  James Maddison,jun. — North-Carolina.  Jl'illiam  Blount, 
Richard  Dobbs  Spaight,  Hugh  IVilliamsGn. — South-Carolina. 
John  Rufledgc,  Charles  ColcsrvorthPinc/aiej/,  Charles  PinckncT/^ 
Pierce  Butler. — ^Georgia.  If'l'lliam.  Fe-j:,  Abraham  halWivin. 
Attest,     V/iLLiAM  Jackson,  Secretary. 
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Jn  CONVENTION,  Monday,  Sei'temceh  17,   1787. 

P  R  E  s  n  tr  T, 

The  States  of  Ncw-Hampsiiire,  Massaci-iusetts,  Connect- 
icut, Mr.  Hamilton,  From  New- York,  New-Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania,  Delaware,    Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  Souni-CAROLiNxV  and  Georgia  ; 
Resolved,. 

T!I 'i  r  tU  preceding;  constltnticii  be  laid  before  the  Unitel 
Slates  in  cou^res.b-  a>:ic.nijledy  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  thli; 
Convention^  that  it  sh'jidd  afterivards  be  ^ubniitted  to  a  convention 
cf  dch\:;atys,  chosen  in  each  state  bij  the  people  thereof,  under  tha 
recoinniendafion  of  its  legislature,  for  their  assent  and  ratification; 
and  thai  tacit  convoUion  assenting  to,,  and  ratifying  the  same, 
should  give  notice  thereof  to  the  United  Siates  in  congress  assembled, 

Reso'ved,.  That  it  is  tlie  opinion  of  thisconventiony  that  as  sooi 
as  the  cvitventions  of  nine  states  shall  have  rati  fled  this  constitution^ 
the  United  Statss  in  congress  assembi  d  should  fix  a  dau  on  -wliich 
electors  should  be  appointed  by  the  states  u-hicli  shall  have  ratified 
the  same,  and  a  day  o.i  •jvhicli  the  electors  should  assemble  to  vote 
for  the  president,  and  the  time  and  place  for  commencing  procee.- 
ding  under  this  constiiution  :  That  after  such  publication  the- 
electors  shoidd  be  appointed,  and  the  senators  and  representatives 
elected :  That  the  electors  should,  meet  on  the  day  fixedfor  the  elecr- 
tion  of  the  president,  and  should  transmit  their  votes  certijicd,  sig}i-' 
ed,  sealed  and  directed,  as  the  constitution- requires,  to  the  secretary 
of  the  United  States  in  co/ig.ress  assembled,  that  the  senatoi's  and 
representatives  shoidd  convene  at  the  time  and  place  assigned  ^ 
that  the  senators  should  appoint  a  president  of  the  senate,- for  ths 
sole  purpose  of  receiving,  opening  and  counting  the  votes  for  presr 
ident :  and,  that  ujier  he  shall  be  chosen,  the  congress,  together 
with  the  president,  should,  without  delay,  proceed  to  execute  this: 
consitution,     B.ij  tiie  unanimou^s  order  of  the  convention. 

GEORGJi:  WASHINGTON,  rrcsident, 

William  Jackson,  Secretary. 

7/i  CONVENTION,  September  17,  1787. 
S  I  R, 

'E  have  nov/  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  th.e- 
United   States   in   congress  assembled,    that  conslitutiotii 
which  has  appeared  to  us  the  most  adviseablc. 

The  friends  of  our  country  have  lor.g  seen  and  desired,  that 
tlie  power  of  making  war,  peace  and  treaties,  that  of  icvvirsg  mo* 

nsy 
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general  g( 

egatingsuch  extensive  Irust  to  one  body  of  men  is  evident — hence 
results  the  necessity  of  a  diffeient  organization. 

It  is  obviously  impracucable  in  the  toederal  government  of  these 
states,  to  secure  all  rights  of  independent  sovereignty  to  each,  and 
yet  provide  for  the  interest  and  safety  of  all.— Individuals  enter- 
ing into  society,  must  give  up  a  share  of  liberty  to  preserve  the  rest. 
The  magnitude  of  the  sacrifice  must  depend  as  well  on  situa- 
tion and  circumstance,  as  on  the  object  to  be  obtained.  It  is  at 
all  times  difficult  to  draw  with  precision  the  line  between  those 
lights  which  must  be  surrendered,  and  those  which  may  be  reser- 
ved ;  and  on  the  present  occasion  this  difficulty  was  increased  by 
a  difference  am.ong  the  several  states  as  to  their  situation,  extent, 
habits  and  particular  interests. 

In  all  our  deliberations  on  this  subject,  we  kept  steadily  on  our 
view,  that  which  appears  to  us  the  greatest  interestof  every  true 
American,  the  consolidation  of  our  Union,  in  which  is  involved 
our  prosperity,  felicity,  safety,  perhaps  our  national  existence. — 
This  important  consideration  seriously  and  deeply  impressed  on 
our  minds,  led  each  state  in  the  convention  to  be  less  rigid  on 
points  of  inferior  magnitude,  than  might  have  been  otherwise  ex* 
pected  :  and  thusthcconsiitution,which  we  now  present,  is  the  re- 
sult of  a  spirit  of  amity,  and  of  that  mutual  deference  and  con- 
cession which  the  peculiarity  of  our  pohtical  situation.rendered  in- 
dispensable. 

That  it  will  meet  the  full  and  entire  approbation  of  every  state 
is  not  perhaps  to  be  expected  ,  but  each  will  d  ubtless  consider 
that  had  her  interests  been  alone  consulted,  the  consequences 
n^ighthave  been  particularly  disagi-eeable  orinjurous  to  others; 
that  it  is  liable  to  as  few  exceptions  as  could  reasonably  have  been 
expected,  we  hope  and  believe  ;  that  it  may  promote  the  lasting 
v/elfare  of  that  country  so  dear  to  us  all,  and  secure  her  freedom 
and  happiness,is  our  most  ardent  wish.  With  great  respect,  we 
have  the  honor  to  be, 

SIR, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

And  humble  servants, 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  President 
By  unanimous  order  of  the  convention. 
His  Excellencij  the  President  of  Congress. 

The  End  of  thk  Third  and  last  Volume. 
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AC  r,  tlic  first,  imposing  cus-  frcin,  231.  admirals  Hyde  Parker 
toms  on  the  colonies  alone,  and  Zoutman,  233.  Graves  and 
to  be  collected  by  colonial  re-  Grasse,  25  1.  Hughes  and  Suf- 
venue  officers,  i.  39.  Acts  pas-  frein,  304.  Rodney  and  lie  Grasse, 
sed  by  the  English  parliament  306.  307.  lord  Howe  and  the 
respecting  the  colonies,  74.  by  combined  fleets,  343.  Hughes  and 
the  British  parliament,  75,  79.  SO.  SufFrein,  352,  353. 
86.  105.  The  act  for  better  se-  Adams,  Mr.  John,  is  chosen  to 
curing  the  king's  dock  yard,  214.  .negociate  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
for  shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston,  Great  Britain,  iii.  28.  commis- 
231.  for  regulating  tlie  govern-  sioned  to  be  the  American  pleni- 
ment  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  232.  potentiary  to  the  States  General, 
for  the  impartial  administration  179.  presents  a  memorial  to  their 
of  justice,  and  the  suppression  of  high  mightinesses,  188.  pursues 
riots  in  the  Massachusetts,  ib.  successful  measures,  and  is  ac- 
for  making  more  effectual  provi-  knowledged,  288.  concludes  a 
sion  for  the  government  of  Que-  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  bc- 
bcc,  235.  for  restraining  the  com-  tween  the  States  General  and  the 
merce  of  the  Nev>^-England  pro-  United  States  of  America,  345, 
vinces,  and  for  prohibiting  their  arrives  at  Paris,  348.  writes  in 
fishery,  300.  for  confiscating  all  favor  of  a  compliance  with  the  re- 
American  property  found  upon  commendation  to  be  made  by  con- 
the  water,  ii.  37,  38.  for  prohibit-  gress  agreeable  to  the  articles  of 
ing  all  intercourse  with  the  Thir-  peace,  356. 

teen  United  Colonics,  53.  for  se-  Adams,  Mr.  Samuel,  is  chosen 
curing  persons  accused  of  high  representative  for  Boston,  i,  142. 
treason  or  suspected  of  piracy,  His  views  to  independency,  140. 
183.  his   speech  in  congress,   272.    is 

Action,  the  naval,  between  the  alarmed  lest  his  views  should  be 
British  and  American  fleets  on  frustrated,  ii.  13. 
Lake  Champlain,  ii.  145.  between  Address,  a  joint  one,  of  both 
admirals  Keppel  and  D'Orvilliers,  houses  of  Parliament  agreed  to, 
347.  Byron  and  D'Estaing,  455.  i.  280.  but  protested  against  by 
between  the  Serapis,  capt.  Pear-  several  lords,  ibid, 
son,  and  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  ■  of  the   general  a?- 

capt.  Paul  Jones,  457.  between  sembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
Sir  George  Rodney  and  Don  Lan-  ii.  188. 

gara,  iii.  82.  Rodney  and  De  Gui-        Addresses  approving  the  acts  of 
chon,   84.  Sir  Samuel  Hood  and  government  andcounter  petition*, 
Count  de    Grasse,   220.    commo-  ii,  45. 
dore  Johnstone  and  Mr,  de  Suf-        Administration,    a    nev^    one, 
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Termed  in  17  82,  under  the  au^pi-  99.  evacuate  the  island,  101.  their 
ces  of  the  Marquis  of  Rocking-  state  afterwards,  104,  108.  are 
ham,  iii.  -82.  stationed  at  different  places,  110. 

Affairs^  the,  of  the  United  evacuate  New- York  island,  118. 
States  in  a  ruinous  condition,  ii.  are  guilty  of  great  plunderings, 
4 10.  168.  march  toward  the   Brandy- 

Aitken^  John,  alias  Jehn  the  wine,  215.  are  defeated  by  the 
painter,  ii.  134.  royal  army,  224.  surprise  the  roy- 

y^//cn,  colonel,  surprises  Tycon-  al  troops  at  Germ.antown,  232. 
deroga,  i.  334.  is  taken  by  Sir  theirdistress  at  Valley-forge,  3 10. 
Guy  Cavleton,  and  put  into  irons,  engage  the  royal  troops  near  Mon- 
426.  mouth  court-house,  357.  th-^ir  dis- 

Allicd  "troops  under  General  tress  for  want  of  provision,  iii.  42. 
Washington  arrive  at  the  Head  of  are  greatly  dissatisfied,  54, 
Xlk,  and  within  half  an  hour  af-  , .,  in  Canada,  their  mis- 
ter, hear  of  de  Grasse's  arrival,  behavior,  ii.  62.  their  distress 
iii,  254.  join  the  troops  under  la  when  general  Thomas  arrives  and 
Tayette,  25  5.                                      takes  the  command,  63.  they  rc- 

Ambassador,  the  French,  pre-  treat  from  before  Quebec,  64. 
sents  memorials  to  congress,  ii.  general  Sullivan  takes  the  com- 
408,  411.  mand   on  the  death  of  Thomas, 

'' , ,    the    Spanish,    the    65.  they  retreat  up  the  Sorel,  and 

marquis  d'Almodover,  presents  a  on  to  Crov;n-Point,  70.  move  to 
manifesto  to  the  British  minister,  mount  Independence,  105.  eva- 
ii.  451*  cuate    the    northern  posts,    206. 

Americans  insulted  by  several  their  force  under  general  Schuy- 
in  both  houses  of  parliament,  i.  ler,  211.  commanded  by  general 
304.  Gates,  and  engage  the  royal  army 

.,  some  hundreds  arrive    under   general    Burgoyne,    Sept. 


at  Marblehead  in  cartel  ships  from    19,  1777,  248.  and  again  on  Oct. 
England,  iii.  322.  7,  25  5. 

.,  the  number  of,  lost  by        American  commerce,  the  loss  of 


the  war,  iii.  390.  it  not  generally  felt,  ii.  44. 

American  academy  of  arts  and        — impression^  the  first,  of 

sciences,  incorporated  in  the  Mas-   the   bible    in    English,  printed  at 
sachusetts,  iii.  76.  Philadelphia  by  Mr.  Aitken,  iii. 

American  army,  tlic  general  re-  334. 
tarn  of  it,  at  Cam.bridge  in  the  ^?w^f(?;-Ji7m,  the  pcnsionaiy  of, 
Massachusetts,  i.  367.  they  take  directs  the  signing  of  an  eventual 
possessionof  the  Plowed-hill,  405.  treaty  between  Holland  and  the 
are  visited  from  neighboring  and  United  states  of  America,  iii.  94. 
distant  colonies,  414.  many  sick-  Andre,  major,  the  affair  of,  iii. 
en  and  die,  and  others  suffer  much,    130. 

ib.  they  take  possession  of  Gob-        AretJiusa  and  Belle   Poule  fri- 
blehill,    415.     break    ground    at   gates  engage,  ii.  344. 
Lechmere's  point,  417.  They  arc        Armed  \\tutr2i\\Xy,  iii.  79. 
changed  by  a  new  inlistment,  ii.        Army,  royal,  to  be  employed  a- 
14.  A  scheme  for  destroying  the   gainstthe  Americans,  the  strength 
army   when   at   New-York,    79.   of  it,  ii.  60. 
They  are  defeated  on  Long-Island,       Arnold^  Benedict,  colonelj  mar- 
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ches  towards  Boston,!.  407.  com-  pec.plc  in  Er.glaud  anU  IrtlaiiJ  to 
DKinds  a  body  of  troops  in  an  ex-  the  American  war,  ii.  43. 
pedition  to  Canada,  and  arrives  at  B. 
Point   Levi,  408.    looses  the  op-  Balfour^  colonel,  sends  a  force 
portunity  of   surprising'  Quebec,  to  take  Wilmington  in  North-Cla- 
409.  joins  general  Montgomery,  rolina,   iii,  169.   sends  a  written 
A^O.   takes  the   commaud  of  the  anbwer  to  general   Greene's  de- 
whole    force    on     Montgomery's  mand.  of  the  reasons  for  the  exe- 
death,  ii.  23.  retreats  from  Mon-  cution  of  colonel  Hayne,  241. 
treal,  68.  is  appointed  by  general  Balloons,  the  air,  iii.  356. 
Gates  to  command  the  American  Baliimore,   the  inhabitants  of, 
fleet  on  Lake  Ghamplain,  143.  is  seize  the  provincial  magazine,  ii, 
defeated  by  the  British  fleet,  146.  330. 

bravely  opposes  the  British  troops  Bandole,   Mr.  de,   charlaiu   to 

under    general    Tryon,    196.    re-  the    French   embassy,   delivers   a 

licves  Fort  Schuyler,  (attacked  by  discourse  before  congress,  on  ac- 

St.    Leger    and    Johnson)     239.  count  of  the  capture  of  the  army 

storms  the  German  intrenchments,  under  lord  Cornwallis,  iii.  264. 

and  is  wounded,  257.  negociates  Bcmk  of  North  America  incor- 

for  delivering  West  Point  into  the  porated,  iii.  268.  opens  and  is  cf 

hands  of  Sir  H.  Clinton,  iii.  129.  eminent   service  to  the  financier, 

sails  for  the  Ghesapeak  and  lands  294. 

in  Virginia,  177.  returns  to  New-  Barras,  Mr.  de,  the  Fiench  ad- 
York,  210.  goes  against  New-  miral,  sails  from  Rhode-Island, 
London,  249,  iii.  251,  arrives  in  the  Ghesapeak.. 

Articles  oi^t2.ce,  the  provision-  2  53. 

al,  iii.  362.  ^crrf,  colonel,  his  speech  in  the 

Asgilly  captain,  designated  for  debate  on  the  stamp-act,  i.  112. 
retaliation  and  sent  forward,  iii.  gives  rise  to  the  title  of  Sons  of 
316.  allowed  his  parole  and  other  Liberty,  117,  his  declarations  on 
indulgences,  304.  receives  the  re-  the  resolutions  and  address  of  par- 
solves  of  congress  for  setting  him  liament  concerning  the  Massa- 
;it  liberty,  and  a  passport  for  go-  chusetts  assembly  and  town  of 
ingintoNew-York,  together  with  Boston,  170.  his  speech  against 
a  polite  letter  from  general  Wash-  the  bill  for  the  administration  of 
ington,  319.  justice  in  Massachusetts,  232. 

yf^/ic",  general,  defeated  by  lieut.  Ba.  rington.    admiral,    his  suc- 

col.  Provost,  ii.  4)5,  416,  cessful  cruise   in  the  bay  of  Bis- 

Associations  against    the   con-  cay,  iii.  304. 

sumption  of  British  manufactures.  Barton,  lieutenant  colonel,  sur- 

i.  110,    An  association  between  prises  and  carries  off  general  Pres- 

the   New-York  and  Connecticut  cot  from  Rhode-Island,  ii.  213. 

sons  of  liberty,  134.    The  Virgi-  i^iz/f/t-  of  Breed's   hill,  errone- 

nians  and  North-Carolinians  en-  ously  called  Bunker's  hill,  i.  350, 

ter  into  associations  against  im-  351,352.  on  Long-Island,  ii.  98. 

porting,  172.  at  White  Plains,    118.    at  Tren- 

.-^ffem/jf^  to  sow  discord  between  ton,  152,  153,  at  Princeton,  156. 

the  civil  and  military  powers  of  at  the  Brandy  wine,  223.  at  Ger- 

the  United  States,  iii.  358.  mantown,  232,    between  general 

Aversion  of  the  lower  class  of  Herkimer  and  Sir  John  Johnson, 
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237.  at  Benninp;ton,  243.  be-  cd,  30.  The  sufferings  cf  the  Bos- 
tween  the  armies  under  generals  tonions  during  the  siege,  33,  34. 
Gates  and  Burgoyne,  248,  254.  Bouille^  the  marquis  de,  takes 
at  Monmouth,  357.  at  Stoney  Dominica,  ii.  418.  his  humanity 
Ferry,  438.  between  lord  Corn-  to  the  shipwrecked  British  sailors, 
wallis  and  Gates,  iii.  102.  at  iii.  146.  He  goes  against  and 
King's  Mountain,  between  major  takes  Tobago,  221.  surprises  St. 
Ferguson  and  the  Americans,  1  18.  Eustatia,  275.  takes  St.  Kitt's, 
between    general     Morgan,    and   2  83. 

lieutenant  colonel  Tarleton,  160.  jBountieSy  excessive,  paid  to  re- 
at  Guilford  court-house,  between  cruits  in  the  Massachusetts,  iii. 
lord      Corn  wallis      and      general    334. 

Greene,  17  3.  between  lord  Raw-  Braddock^  general,  defeated,  i. 
don  and  Greene,  189.   at  Eutaw,   95. 

between  Greene  and  lieut.  colonel  Bristol  near  Rhode-Island,  fir- 
Stewart,  243.  ed  upon  by  the   British  shipping, 

Baylor^  lieutenant  colonel,   his   i.  402,  403. 
horse  surprised,  ii.  391.  British  troops    under    general 

Bedford^  British  expedition  Knyphausen  make  an  excursion 
against,  in  the  Massachusetts,  ii.  from  Staten-Island  to  Elizabeth- 
376.  town,  iii.  58.  fire  Spring-field,  60. 

Berckel,  Mr.  Van,  pensionary  return  to  Staten-Island,  61. 
of  Amsterdam,  directs  the  sign-  Brownists,  the  rise  of  them,  i. 
ing  of  an  eventual  treaty  between  15.  they  are  persecuted,  16.  flee 
Holland  and  the  United  States  of  to  Holland,  17.  sail  for  North 
America,  iii.  94.  Mr.  Peter  Van  America,  18.  fix  at  New  Ply- 
Berckel,  the  Dutch  ambassador,  mouth,  19.  their  civil  principles, 
has  a  public  audience  of  congress,  20.  in  church  government  become 
374.  congregationalists    or    independ- 

^(^rmwJ^,  powder  taken  out  of  ents,  21.  their  religious  senti- 
the  magazine  at,  i.  409.  ments,  22. 

Bernard^  governor,  his  admini-  Burgoyne,  general,  commands 
stration  in  the  Massachusetts,  i.  the  royal  northern  army,  ii.  203. 
99.  offends  Mr.  Otis,  100.  is  re-  issues  out  an  uncommon  procla- 
called,  182.  mation,  205.  appears  before  Ty- 

Bills  for  regulating  the  Mas-  conderoga,  206.  pursues  the  A- 
sachusetts  government,  and  the  mericans  by  water  to  Skecnsbo- 
impartial  administration  of  jus-  rough,  208.  arrives  at  fort  Ed- 
tice,  excite  the  utmost  resent-  ward,  210.  sends  a  detachment 
raent  in  the  colonies,  i.  247.  towards    Bennington,    242.     his 

Boston  port-bill,  produced  uni-  letter  to  general  Gates,  2  45.  He 
versal  indignation  in  America,  i.  passes  the  Hudson's  river,  and 
237.  the  day  for  shutting  up  the  cncampi  at  Saratoga,  348.  enga- 
port  observed  as  a  day  of  fasting  ges  the  Americans,  ibid,  his  army 
at  Williamsburgh,  at  Philadtl-  in  the  utmost  distress,  258,  re- 
phia,  and  other  places,  239.  The  treats  to  Saratoga,  260.  has  his 
distress  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bos-  retreat  to  fort  Edward  cut  off, 
ton,  415.  many  of  their  houses  263.  concludes  a  convention  with 
and  stores  plundered  by  the  sol-  general  Gates,  265. 
diers,  ii.  29.    The  town  evacuat-       i?«f-/c/of  gen.Frazer,ii.  259. 
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ij^wr^<r,Mr. bis  reforms,  111.302.  can:,   settled   by  p^enciah  I'liilips 

Butler^  American  colonel,   his  and  Lincoln,  ili.   135. 
expedition  against  the  Indians  and  Caucus     and     caucusing,     the 

tories,  ii.  39S.  meaning   of   these    words,    often 

p  used  at  Boston,  1.  240. 

Cedars,   the  Americans    there, 

Caldwell,  Mrs.  killed  by  tlie  surrenderedthefort,ii,  65.  Major 
royal  troops,  iii.  58.  Sherburne  is  defeated  in  attempt- 

Campbell,  Archibald,  lieiit.  col.  ing  to  relieve  the  place,  ibid.  Ge- 
ordered  into  close  confinement,  ii.  neral  Arnold  concludes  a   cartel 
162.   set  against  Georgia,    beats  for  the  exchange  of  tlie  prisoners, 
the  American  general  Howe,  and   66. 
subdues  the  state,  403.  Ckamblee  taken,  i.  426. 

Canada,  the  emancipation  of  it  C/iarlestown,  opposite  to  ]5os- 
laid  aside  by  congress,  ii.  401.        ton,    fired   by    order    of  general 

Canadians,  they  decline  acting  Gage  and  destroyed,  i.  352. 

against  the  colonists,  i.  42  3.    are        . ,  in    South  Carolina 

alienated  by  the  bad  conduct  of  founded,  i.  59.  the   first   English 
tjie  American  troops,  ii.  C2.  collector   established    there,    60. 

Carleton,  Sir  Guy,  plans  a  the  general  committee  of  the 
scheme  for  recovering  Tyconde-  place  call  a  provincial  congress, 
roga  and  Grown  Point,  i.  423.  is  277.  the  inhabitants  determine 
defeated,  427.  escapes  to  Quebec,  upon  resisting  the  measures  of 
428.  turns  all  the  suspected  out  ministry,  332.  the  to^vn  the  ob- 
of  the  city,  430.  his  humane  treat-  ject  of  Sir  Peter  Parker's  and  ge- 
ment  of  the  American  prisoners,  neral  Clinton's  offensive  opcra- 
ii.  61.  marches  out  to  attack  the  tions,  ii.  80.  the  fort  on  Sulli- 
Americans,  62.  exercises  fresh  van's  island  attacked,  82.  Charles- 
humanity  towards  his  prisoners,  ton  taken  by  Sir  H.  Clinton,  ili. 
66.  defeats  the  American  fleet  on  52.  evacuated  by  the  British,  328. 

Lake  Champlain,  146.  is  preven-       —,  frigate  taken,  iii.  334. 

ted  advancing  immediately  to  Ty-       Cliatham,  lord,  his  speech,  Jan. 
conderoga,  146.   withdraws  from   1775,   i.    286.      May,    1777,   ii. 
Cro\yn   Point  and  returns  to  Ca-   188.  his  fainting  in  the  house  of 
nada,  14?.  arrives  at  New-York  lords,  and  subsequent  death,  540. 
to   command  the  royal  forces  in       Cherrj  Valley  attacked   by  the 
America,  iii.  293.  breriks  up  the  Indians  and  tories,  ii.  400. 
board  of  associated  loyalists,  319.       Chester,    the    county   palatine 
has    an    interview    v/ith    general  and  city  of,  have  representatives 
Washington,  367.   sends  word  to  allowed  them,  i.  44. 
the  president  of  congress  that  he        Chevaux  de  Frise  of  Phlladcl- 
should  lose  no  time  iu  evacuating  phia,  ii.  231. 
New- York,  375.  Church,  doctor,  his  correspon- 

Carolina  settled,  i.  55.    an  in-  deiice    -with    a    British   officer    in 
surrection    in     the     colony,     for  Boston  detected,  i.  4 10. 
which  Culpeper,  is  tried  by  virtue        Cincinnati,  the   society  of,  ill. 
of  the  statute  of  Henry  VHL  60.   383. 

Carolina  is  divided  in  North  and       Clair,  St.  general,  his  force  at 
South,  63.  Tycondcroga,  ii.   205.     he   con- 

Cartel  for  British  and  Ameri-  eludes   on    evacuating  that   and 
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Mount  Independence,  206.  the  land,  i.  38.  the  colonies  not  set- 
rear  of  his  troops  attacked  by  ge-  tied  at  the  expence  of  the  En- 
Reral  Frazer,  208,  he  joins  gene-  glish  governincnt,  Georgia  ex- 
ral  Schuyler,  2  I'D.  cepted,    72.    Jealousies  of  their 

Clarke^  colonel,  his  expedition  aiming  at  independence,  79.  Mo- 
into  the  Indian  country,  ii.  390.  nies  granted  them  by  the  British 
against  the  lieutenant  governor  parliament  to  assist  their  extraor- 
oi  Detroit,   col.  Hamilton,  435.  dinary  exertions  in  the  war  with 

Clark)  colonel,  marches  to  Au-  France,  98.    they  early  deny  the 
gusta,  and  attacks  lieutenant  col.  parliamentary  right  of  taxation, 
Brown,  bat  is  obliged  to  retreat,    1 10. 
iii.  115,  116.  Commissioners^    the  Amirican 

Clergy  of  New  England,  i.  board  of,  established,  i.  147.  they 
273.  retire  to  Castle  William,  158.  ' 

Clinton^  Sir  H.   his  expedition       — . ,  the  British,   send  a 

against  forts  Montgomery  and  letter,  &c.  to  congress,  ii.  351. 
Clinton,  ii.  2j2.  He  arrives  at  their  negociations,  377.  they  ap- 
Piiiladelphia  to  take  the  command  peal  to  the  people  at  large,  379. 
of  the  British  troops,  326.  eva-  publish  a  valtdictory  manifesto, 
cuates  Philadelphia,  3  j2.  engages  ibid. 

the  Americans  near  Monmouth  Cjmmiitees  of  correspondence 
court-house,  Z^.l.  his  design  between  Boston  and  the  other 
against  Georgia,  402.  takes  Sto-  towns  of  the  Massachusetts,  pro- 
ny-point,  434.  his  expedition  to  posed  by  Mr.  James  Warren,  and 
South  Carolina,  iii.  44.  takes  established,  i.  241. 
Charleston,  5  1.  issues  out  procla-  Cjmmlttdey  the,  appointed  by 
mations  before  his  return  to  New  congress  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
York,  67.  prepares  to  attack  the  duct  of  the  British  and  Hessian 
French  at  Rhode  Island,  65.  sends  generals  and  officers  towards  the 
general  Leslie  with  3000  troops  Americans,  make  their  report,  \u 
to  Virginia,    135.    sends   agents    191. 

to  treat  with  the  Pennsylvania  Common  Sense,  Mr.  Paine's 
revohers,  152.  sends  Arnold  to  pamphlet  so  entitled,  promotes 
Virginia,  177.  forwards  thither  the  spirit  of  independency,  i.  78. 
2000  more  troops  under  general  Complaints  against  the  Ameri- 
Philips,  178.  can  officers  and  soldiers,  ii.  104. 

Clrnton,  the  American  gover-  that  there  are  many  bad  officers 
nor,  by  a  spirited  exertion,  pre-  among  them,  no  caus:;  of  surprise, 
vents  the  disbandment  of  Wash-   115. 

ington's  army  through  the  v/ant  Conciliatory  motion  of  lord 
of  bread,  iii.  137.  North  in  regard  to   America,  i. 

Coin^  French,  found  early  in  301.  his  conciliatory  propositioi-is,^ 
the  Massachusetts,  i.  28.  ii.  336. 

Collier,  Sir  George,  takes  the        Confederation,   the  articles  of, 
American   frigate    Hancock,    ii.  ii.  286.     the  coafederation  com- 
304.  destroys  the  American  fleet  pleted,  iii.  180. 
at  Penobscot,  iii.  17.  Congrcgationalists,  oy  indtpen- 

Colonics,  the  sentiments  of  the  dents,  settle  at  New  Plymouth  in 
New  England  with  respect  to  the  America,  i.  19.  their  civil  and 
parliamentary  acts  of  Old  Eng-  religious  principles,  20,  22. 
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Congregational  church  in  llie  on,  401.  rccommep.ded  to  New 
Mas^.achusetts,  the  first  formed  nt  Hampshire  the  establishing  of  a 
Salem,  i.  25.  form    of  government,   419..  the 

Congress,  American,  the  first,  same  to  South  Carolina,  420. 
i.  77.  the  Congress  at  Albany,  in  likewise  to  Virginia,  ibid,  they 
i754,  form  a  plan  of  union  of  all  conclude  upon  the  number  of  men 
the  Colonies,  90.  tl.e  plan  not  to  form  the  new  army,  421.  de- 
approved  of  by  the  British  minis-  clare  against  any  particular  cole- 
try,  and  another  substituted  by  ny's  petitioning  the  king,  4'22, 
them,  ibid.  Dr.  Franklin's  re-  threaten  retaliation,  and  deter- 
marks  upon  the  ministerial  plan,  mine  upon  building  thirteen  fri- 
91.  the  congress  of  1765  meet,  gates,  423.  permit  the  inhabi- 
120.  measures  taken  for  a  new  tants  of  the  united  colonies  to  fit 
congress  by  the  Massachusetts,  out  armed  vessels,  and  resolve 
240.  by  Maryland,  241.  by  South  that  no  slaves  be  imported  into 
Carolina,  242.  by  Connecticut,  any  of  the  colonies,  ii.  39.  order 
ibid,  by  Pennsylvania  and  Vlrgi-  the  secret  committee  to  endeavor 
nia,  243,  by  Rhode  Island,  2  44.  to  discover  whether  the  French 
the  congress  meet  and  write  to  m.eaH  to  act  for  or  against  Amc- 
general  Gage,  268,  259.  make  a  rica,  76.  they  conclude  upon  a 
declaration  of  rights,  ibid,  enter  declaration  of  independence,  87. 
into  an  association,  261.  address  adopt  a  new  code  for  the  govern- 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  262.  ment  of  the  army,  113.  appoint 
draw  up  a  memorial  to  the  inha-  commissioners  to  the  couit  of 
bitants  of  British  America,  253,  France,  138.  refuse  to  ratiiy  ge- 
address  his  majesty,  264.  address  neral  Arnold's  cartel  with  capt. 
the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  266.  Forster,  140.  adjourn  to  Balti- 
dissoive  themselves,  267.  more,    142.     they    vest    general 

,  a  new  one,  meet,  i.   Washington  with  full  powers  for 

335.  wish  to  keep  the  door  open  six  months,  159.  resolve  on  send- 
for  an  accommodation,  336.  their  ing  commissioners  to  Vienna, 
proceedings,  345.  agree  upon  a  Spain,  Prussia,  and  Tuscany,  160. 
£econd  petition  to  the  king,  346.  advise  making  their  bills  of  cre- 
stile  the  colonies  The  Twelve  dit  a  legal  tender,  163.  approve 
United  Colonies,  and  advise  the  Washington's  conduct  as  to  a 
Massachusetts  to  take  up  govern-  cartel,  2  15.  resolve  what  shall 
ment,  346.  they  resolve  to  emit  be  the  flag  of  the  Thirteen  Uni- 
bills  of  credit  for  the  defence  of  ted  States,  216.  the  opinion  of 
America,  363.  agree  on  a  decla-  congress  concerning  Mr.  Deane's 
ration,  setting  forth  the  causes  agreement  with  Mr.  Ccudray  and 
of  their  taking  up  arms,  369.  other  French  gentlemen,  217. 
sign  the  petition  to  the  king,  and  they  confer  on  the  marquis  de  la 
address  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Fayette  the  rank  and  commission 
Britain,  370.  are  joined  by  Geor-  of  major  general  in  the  American 
gia,  371.  address  the  people  of  army,  218.  make  regulations, 
Ireland,  374.  express  their  opi-  which  oblige  the  commissary  gc- 
nion  on  lord  North's  conciliatory  neral,  Mr.  Joseph  Trumbull,  to 
plan,  ibid,  adjourn,  377.  the  re-  resign  his  commission,  220.  acts 
solution  of  congress  with  a  view  of  congress,  284,  293.  theyrecal 
to  the  securing  of  governor  Try-  Mr.  Silas  Deane  from  Paris,  295. 
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appoint  general  Conway  inspector  that  their  officers  shall  be  entitled 
general, ^296.  attempt  to  procure   to  half  pay  during  life,  ibid,  ho- 
a  supply  of  clothing,  297.  resolve   nor  and   reward   the  three  New 
to  detain  the  convention  troops,   York  militiamen,   who   took  ma- 
301.  receive  blank  papers   from  jor  Andre,    136.    determine  upon 
Paris,  308.  their  acts,  317.  their  having   a  permanent   army,  137. 
order   and   declaration    in  regard  recommend  to  the    several  states 
to   the    bills  from  Great  Britian,  the  vesting  of  a  power  in  congress 
relating  to  the  intention  of  par-  to    levy   a   duty  of  five  per  cent, 
liament  on  the  subject   of  taxa-    179.  choose  Robert  Morris,  Esq. 
tion,    and   for  the    appointing  of  financier,    180.  authorize  the  o- 
commissioners,  S  19.  they  receive   pening  of  a  subscription  for  a  loan 
the  account  of  a  treaty  of  alliance   for  the  support  of  the  citizens  of 
between    France  and  the  United   South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  223. 
Sates,   ibid,    address  the   inhabi-   their  resolves   upon   the  news  of 
tants  of  America  on  the  occasion,  the  reduction  of  the  British  army 
322.   resolve    to    have    no   inter-  under  Cornwallis,  263.  attend  at 
course  with  governor  Johnstone,  the  Roman  Catholic  chapel,  264. 
378.    meet  at  Philadelphia,  381.  They  appoint  commissioners  for 
give    the    French    ambassador    a  negociating  peace,  and  give  them 
puMic   audience,    382.  elect  Dr.  instructions,  291.  determine  the 
Franklin  minister  plenipotentiary  dispute  between  Pennsylvania  and 
to  the  court  of  France,  and  give   Connecticut     respecting      lands, 
him  instructions,    ibid,   their  ob-  358.    their  acts   in  favor  of  the 
servations  on  the  finances  of  Ame-  American  officers,  361.  they   re- 
rica,  383.  their  resolutions  occa-  ceive   advice  of  a  general  peace, 
sioned    by  Mr.    Payne's  publica-  362.  order  the  troops  to  be  fur- 
tions    408.     various    resolutions,  loughed,  368.  resolve  to  erect  an 
441.  they  admit  the   minister  of  equestrian     statue      of     general 
France  to  a  conference,  ibid,  their  Washington,  37 1.  to  present  two 
resolution   upon  the   burning  of  pieces    cf    ordnance    to    general 
Fairfield,  Norwalk  and  Bedford,  Greene,  and  issue  a  proclamation, 
447.  their  instructions  relative  to   applauding  the  armies  of  the  Uni- 
peace,  and  to  Dr.    Franklin,   iii.  ted    States,    and   directing   their 
24.  to  their  minister  for  negoci-  discharge,    374.     accept   general  , 
ating  with  Spain,  27.    additional   Washington's   resignation,   379, 
instructions  to  him,  28.  they  ad-  380,  381. 

dress  their  constituents  upon  their  Connecticut  settled,  i.  32.  the 
finances,  ibid,  have  reported  to  colony  alarmed  by  publicritions 
them  the  communications  of  the  against  the  stamp  act,  117.  send 
French  minister,  37.  their  answer  a  committee  to  general  Gage,  337. 
to  the  same,  39.  the  French  mi-  the  Connecticut  troops  leave  the 
nister's  communications  at  a  se-  army,  417. 

cond  conference,  41.  the  resolves  Connelly,  John,  and  his  asso- 
of  congress  for  destroying  the  old  ciates,  discovered  and  captured, 
paper  emission  and  introducing  a  i,  398. 

new    one,  74.  they  publish    that        Conscience^  full  liberty  of,  first 
the  lltk  and  12th  articles  of  the  established  in  Rhode  Island  and 
treaty  of  commerce  with  France  Providence  plantations,  i.  36. 
were  expunged,  126.  ther  agree       Consignees,     See   Tea. 
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Constitution, 'A\c J  o(  ihcUuiud  general  Siuullwc((l,  120.  Lis  let- 
States  of  Air.erica,  ili.  401.  tcr    to    general   Greene,    157.  is 

Constitutions  oi  ihe  sc\cr7\\  A-  jo'wcd  by  general  Leslie,  160, 
merican  states,  some  account  of  sends  Tarleton  to  drive  general 
them,  iii.  593.  Morgan    from   his   station,    161. 

Convention  of  committees  from  pursues  Morgan  after  Tarleton'? 
the  Massachusetts  towns  invited  defeat,  163.  crosses  the  Cataw- 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Botson  to  ba,  and  chaces  Greene,  -\vlio  has 
meet  at  Faneuil  Hall,  i.  164.  takrn  vpon  him  the  command, 
they  meet,  but  break  up  in  seven  164.  crosses  the  Yadkin,  renews 
days,  165.  and  continues    the  chace   to  the 

,  the,  between  generals  banks    of  the   Dan,    165.    erects 

Gates  and  Burgoyne,  ii.  265.  the  royal  standard  at  Hillsbo- 
the  convention  troops  at  Cam-  rough,  169.  retires  from  Hillsbo- 
bridge,  298.  Gate's  letter  relative  rough,  170.  attempts  to  surprise 
to  their  not  having  violated  the  the  American  light  infantry,  171. 
convention,  299.  they  are  not  attacks  and  defeats  Greene  near 
admitted  to  embark  for  Europe,  Guilford  court-house,  173.  his 
301.  are  sent  off  to  Virginia,  lordship  retreats  towards  Cross 
410.  Creek  and  is  pursued  by  Greene, 

Conviilsicns  in  London  and  175.  marches  to  Wilmington,  and 
Westminster,  subsequent  to  the  from  thence  to  Virginia,  207. 
measures  recommended  by  lord  forms  a  junction  with  the  British 
George  Gordon  to  the  Protestant  troops  under  Arnold,  and  expects 
association,  iii.  88.  to  crush  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 

Conway.^  general,  denies  the  but  is  deceived,  208.  sends  colo- 
right  of  parliament  to  tax  the  co-  nel  Tarleton  and  Simcoe  to  scour 
lonies,  i.  113.  moves  for  the  re-  the  interior  country,  209.  hastens 
peal  of  the  stamp  act,  138.  con-  to  Williamsburgh,  210.  evacuates 
demns  the  American  war  in  the  the  city,  211.  crosses  James  river 
most  decisive  terms,  ii.  47.  his  and  retires  to  Portsmouth,  212. 
motion  against  continuing  the  his  lordship  takes  post  at  York 
American  war  carried,  iii.  231.        Town,  253.  is  besieged,  257.  de- 

Coote,  Sir  Eyre,  dies,  iii.  354.   termines    upon    an    escape,    259. 

CornwalliSj  lord,  .pursues  gene-  surrenders  to  the  allied  troops  un- 
ral  Washington  through  the  Jer-  der  general  Washington,  260. 
seys,  11.  127.  hastens  to  Trenton  Crawford,  colonel,  and  hispr.r- 
forthedefenceofthe  Jerseys,  155.  ty,  defeated  by  the  Indians,  and 
back  to  Brunswick,  having  been  cruelly  treated.  Hi.  332. 
outgenej-allcd  by  Washington,  Crea,  Miss  M',  murdered  by 
158.  surprises  general  Lincoln,  the  Indians,  ii.  245.  the  murder 
190.  his  lordship  is  left  in  com-  not  to  be  charged  on  general  Bur- 
mand    at    Charlestown,    iii.    68.   goyne,  246. 

marches  against  general  Gates  Crown  Point  surprised,  i.  334; 
and  defeats  him,  100,  101,  102,  Crwe/f/V^  practised  on  the  Ame- 
103,  104.  his  orders  relative  to  rican  prisoners,  and  the  effects 
the  treatment  of  South  Carolina,  they  produced,  ii.  173. 
110.  sends  out  of  the  state  a  C'n<s,  corporal,  arrives  from 
number  of  prisoners  on  parole  in  Great  Britain  with  dispatches 
Charles  to  v/n,  ibid,  his  letters  to  from  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  ii.  76. 
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Culpcfer^  tried   en  the   act  of       Duche,  the  reverend  Mr.  cho- 

Kenry  VIII.  i.  60.  sen  chaplain  to  congresSj  i.  S35. 

D.  declines  his  chaplainship,  ii.  141. 

D^r?^i<r)'5  the  expedition  to,  un-  his  attempts  upon  general  Wash- 
der  general  Tryon,  ii.  195.  ington^s  patriotism,  269. 

Darhntss^  an  unusual  one  in  Z>unwore,  lord,  quits  Williams- 
the  Massachusetts  and  elsewhere,  burgh  and  goes  on  board  the 
iii.  56.  Fowey  man  of  war,  i.  380.  arms 

Deane^  Mr.  Silas,  recalled  from  a  num.ber  of  vessels,  and  is  oppos- 
France  by  congress,  ii.  294.  ad-  ed  by  the  Virginians,  394.  he 
dresses  the  Americans,  406.  is  declares  martial  law,  and  is  join- 
addressed  by  Common  Sense,  407.  ed  by  blacks  and  v/hites,  395.  his 

Debates  in  parliament  on  lord  troops  defeated  at  Norfolk,  396, 
North's  motion  for  a  joint  address  the  scheme  of  raising  him  a  con- 
of  both  houses  to  the  king,  in  siderable  force  discovered,  398. 
February  1775,  i.  296.  on  the  quits  Virginia  and  arrives  off  Sta- 
address  of  the  two  houses  in  an-  ten  Island,  ii.  93. 
swer  to  the  king's  speech  in  1775,  JDutchj  the,  are  presented  with 
ii.  47.  on  the  address  of  the  com-  a  British  memorial,  ii.  186.  Dutch 
mons  in  answer  to  the  speech  vessels  taken  by  the  British  crui- 
1776,  179.  on  the  preliminary  sers,  426.  a  memorial  presented 
-articles  of  peace,  iii.  355.  to  them.,  urging  the  delivering  up 

Z}e/r7ware  colony  settled,  i.  65.  of  the  Serapis,  468.  the  Dutch 
the  state  of  Delaware  settles  its  ships  under  count  Byland  stopped 
Independent  constitution,  ii.  136.  by  captain  Fielding,  iii.  79.    the 

Dcmarara  and  Issequibo  sub-  British  king's  order  in  council  re- 
mit to  the  British,  iii.  186.  are  specting  the  Dutch,  80.  they  de- 
taken  by  the  French,  289.  cline     furnishing    the      succours 

Dickinson^  Mr.  John,  his  let-  claimed  by  Britain,  81.  are  pre- 
ters  from  a  Pennsylvania  farmer,  sented  with  a  memorial  relative 
i.  150.  to  the    eventual   treaty  between 

Disturbance.^  between  the  America  and  Holland,  143.  ge- 
French  and  Americans  at  Charles-  neral  reprisals  granted  by  the 
ton,  South  Carolina,  and  Boston,  British  council  against  their  ships 
ii.  393.  and  goods,   ibid,    the  action  be- 

Dcminica  taken  by  the  marquis  tween  the  Dutch  and  British  fleets 
de  Bouille,  ii.  418.  on  Dogger  Bank,  233.   Dutch  set- 

Donopj  count,  defeated  at  Red  tlements  in  the  East  Indies  taken, 
bank,  ii.  272.  ^38. 

Doi  cheater-heights^      prepara-  E. 

tions    for    taking    possession    of       E:iopiis  burnt,  ii.  268. 
them,  ii.  25.   the  Americans  pro-       i:a^f/nii/fj,British intelligence, 
ceed  to  that  service,  26.  iii.  187.  272.  503.  314.  352. 

Dougall,  captain  M',  of  New  Effingham,  the  earl  of,  resigns 
York,  committed  to  jail  for  writ-  his  regiment,  declining  to  serve 
ing  papers  deemed  libels,  and  re-  ^vith  it  against  the  Americans,  i. 
fusing  to  give  bail,   i.  200.    dis-   322. 

ch:irged  after  a  long  imprison-  Emperor^  the,  of  Germany,  fa- 
ment,  and  Being  the  first  sufferer  vors  the  rights  of  conscience,  iii» 
for  American  liberty,  201.  289. 
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Empress^  thf^)  oi  Gcrmnuy^  her  sails  for  Fiance,  402.  he  ictuin^ 
death,  iii.  148.  fi"om  France  with  an  account  tliat 

Equestrian  statue  to  he  erected  he  was  soon  to  be  followed  by  a 
for  general  Washington,  iii.  371.  French  fleet  and  C(Mps  of  troops, 

£vij//;^,  count  de,  arrives  with  iii.  55.  is  detached  to  Virginia 
the  French  tieet  on  the  American  with  a  body  of  lit^lit  infantry, 
coast,  ii.  3G7.  proceeds  to  New-  177.  makes  a  forced  march  of 
port,  369.  chaces  the  British  fleet  200  miles,  and  arrives  at  Rich- 
under  lord  Howe,  370.  sails  for  mond  just  in  the  time  to  secure  it 
Boston,  373.  he  and  his  officers  against  the  British,  206.  sends  a 
are  entertained  by  the  Massachu-  spy  into  the  British  camp,  who 
S3tts  assem.bly,  394.  publishes  a  deceives  lord  Cornwallis,  207. 
declaration  to  be  spread  amont^  the  marquis  forms  a  junction  with 
the  Canadians,  395.  sails  for  the  general  Wayne,  210.  unexpect- 
West-Indies,  ibid,  attempts  re-  edly  to  his  lordship  fixes  himself 
iieving  St.  Lucie,  423.  takes  St.  between  the  British  army  and  the 
Vincent,  449.  Grenada,  454.  American  stores,  211.  is  joined 
engages  admiral  Byron,  45  5.  by  the  allied  troops  from  the 
sails  for  Georgia  and  attacks  Sa-  northward,  254.  has  permission 
vannah,  iii.  30,  is  repulsed,  ZZ.     to  go  to  France,  267.  announces 

Eustatiay  St.  taken  by  Sir  by  letter  to  coKgress  a  general 
George    Rodney,    iii.    184.    sur-  peace,  362. 

prised  by  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  i^^r^wvc;:?,  major, bis movem.ents 
'275.  and  defeat  at  King's  Mountain, 

Eutaw  hztxle,  iii.  242,  243.       iii.  118,  119. 

Expedition,  the  British,  against  Finances  of  America,  the  ob- 
Egg  Harbour,   ii.  391.  servations  of  congress   on  them, 

Expencc  of  supplying  the  Bri-  ii.  383.  reports  concerning  the 
tish  army  at  Boston,  ii.  44.  office  of  finance,  iii.  369. 

Extracts  from  the  acts  of  Vir-       Flag  of  the  United  States,  ii». 
ginia  in  favor  of  religious  freedom,  216. 
iii.  399,  Fleets,  the  hostile,  engage  en 

from  some  curious  let-  Lake  Champlain,  ii.  246.    under 

ters,  iii.  239.  admiral  Keppel  and  D'Orvilliers, 

Y,  347.   Byron  and  d'Estaing,  455. 

Fairjidd  burnt  by  the  British,  Rodney  and  Langara,  iii.  S2. 
ii.  437.  *kodney    and    de    Guichen,     84. 

Falmouth  destroyed  by  the  Bri-  Hood  and  de  Grasse,  222^  John- 
tish,  i.  411.  stone  and    SufFrein,    231,     Hyde 

Farce  of  the  Blockade  of  Bos-  Parker  and  Zoutman,233o  Graves 
ton  interrupted  by  the  burning  of  and  de  Grasse,  25  i.  Hughes  and 
some  houses  by  the  Americans,  ii.  Suflfrein,  304.  Rodney  and  de 
19.  Grasse,  306.  307.  Howe  and  the 

Fayette,   the  marquis  de  la,  is  comibinedFrenchandSpanish  corn- 
appointed  major  general  by  con-  manders,  344.   Hughes  and  Suf- 
gress,  ii.   21S.   some  account    of  frein,  352.  355. 
him,  ibid,  is  wounded,  226.  cros-  i  .,  the  combined,  of  France 

scs  the  Schuylkill  with  a  body  of  and  Spain,  appear  before  Ply- 
men,  and  narrowly  escapes  with  mouth,  ii.  453.  take  near  sixty 
them  back  to  Valley  Forge,  327,  British  East  and  West  India  ships, 
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Hi.  14^.  unexpectedly  appear  In  league  and  covenant  of  the  Bos- 
the  chops  of  the  channel,  237.      ton  committee,  248.    fortifies  the 

.,  the  French  and  Spanish,  entry  at  Boston  Neck,  2  54.  seizes 

join  in  the  West  Indies,  but  make  the  powder  at  Charlvrstown,  254. 
no  attempt  against  Jamaica,  iii.  answers  the  letter  of  congress, 
141.  259.   sends  troops  to  Salem,  205. 

Fort  JVashingt^ntzkGl^J\\.  "24:.  prepares  for  sending  others  to 
Fort  Lee  taken,  126.  Fort  Stan-  Concord,  309.  they  are  sent  for- 
wix,  alias  Schuyler,  invested,  237.  ward,  and  a  firing  commences  at 
the  siege  of  it  raised,  240.  Fort  Lexington,  310.  he  enters  into  an 
Montgomery  and  Clinton  taken,  agreement  with  the  committee  of 
253.  the  town  of  Boston,  316.   is  wait- 

Franklin.,  Doctor,  his  remarks  ed  upon  by  a  committee  from  Con- 
on  tihe  ministerial  plan  for  the  un-  necticut,  337.  his  agreement  with 
ion  of  the  colonies,  i.  9  1.  he  sends  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  not  ob- 
over  to  the  Massachiisetts  a  num-  served,  542.  he  offers  pardon  ex- 
ber  of  original  letters,  217.  they  cept  to  Samuel  Adams  and  John 
occasion  a  duel  between  Mr.  Hancock,  343.  detains  the  inha- 
Whately  and  Mr.  John  Temple,  bitants  of  Boston,  359.  letters  bc- 
229.  tvv-een  him  and  general  Washing- 

Frazer^  general,  attacks  and  ton,  404.  he  sails  for  Great  Bri- 
defeats  colonel  Warren  at  Hub-  tain,  411. 

barton,  ii.  208.  is  mortally  v,^oun-       Gahez,  don,  the  Spanish  gov- 
ded,256.  his  burial,  259.  ernor  of  Louisiana,  recognizes  the 

France,  her  conduct,  ii.  329,  independence  of  the  American 
330,  331.  she  delivers  to  the  A-  states,  and  marches  against  the 
merican  commissioners  the  prcli-  British  settlements  on  the  Missis- 
minaries  of  a  treaty  between  sippi,  iii.  23.  takes  Mobille,  83. 
France  and  America,  332.  signs  Gaspec,  the  schooner,  attacked 
the  treaties,  335.  her  ambassa-  and  burntnear Providence,  i.  206. 
dor  informs  the  British  ministry  Gates,  general,  is  appointed  to 
of  the  same,  333.  she  gives  pub-  command  the  army  in  the  north- 
lie  audience  to  the  American  com-  crn  department,  ii.  78.  supersed- 
missioners,339.  her  squadron  sails  ed  by  the  appointment  of  Schuy- 
from  Toulon,  341.  ler,  203.    chosen  afresh,    and   to 

French  fleet  and  troops  arrive  relieve  Schuyler,  219.  his  letters 
at  Rhode  Island,  iii.  64.  to  general   Burgoyne,   245.    en- 

■ king  suppresses  the  in-  gages   Burgoyne,   249,   257.  re- 

human  custom  of  putting  the  qucs-  duces  him  to  the  necessity  of  a- 
tion  to  torture,  iii.  148.  greeihg    to    a    convention,    264. 

' .  troops  under  count  de  his  delicacy  with   respect  to  the 

Rochambeau,  their  good  behav-  royal  army,  when  they  deposited 
iour,  iii.  218.    they  march  from  their  arms,  265.  he  writes  to  con- 
the  southward  to  Boston,  33S.       gress  relative  to  Burgoyne's  troops 
G.  not  having  broken  the  convention, 

G^^e,general,is  ordered  to  send  299.  his  letter  to  the  earl  of  Fha- 
troops  to  Boston,  i.  161.  lands  at  net,  337.  his  letter  to  a  South 
Boston,  166.  is  addressed  by  the  Carolina  delegate,  respecting  the 
inhabitants  of  Salem,  245.  issues  intended  oiDerations  of  the  British, 
a  proclamation  against  the  solemn  iii.  71.  he  is  appointed  to  com- 
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mand  the  southern  army;  ^2.  ad-  the  protcstant  aisociation  to  liio*:! 
vances  towards  Camden,  97,  his  measures  which  proves  introduc- 
general  orders  at  Clermont,  99.  tory  to  the  most  extraordinary 
marches  and  unexpectedly  meets  risings  in  London  and  Westmln- 
the  British  army  under  lord  Corn-  ter,  iii.  88.  he  is  taken  and  coni- 
wallis,  101,  engages  the  British,  mitted  to  the  tower,  92.  tried 
and  is  defeated,  102.  proceeds  to  and  acquitted,  184. 
Hillsborough,  106.  his  broken  Grafton^  the  duke  of,  suddenly 
troops  retreat  to  Salsbury,  103.  quits  administration,  ii.  48. 
his  exertions  in  favour  of  the  re-  Grasse^  count  de,  engages  Sir 
lies  of  his  unfortunate  army,  1 14.  Samuel  Hood,  iii.  220,  arrives  in 
these  are  reinforced,  115.  he  re-  the  Chesapeak,  and  afterwards 
ceives  private  information  of  con-  engages  Graves,  251,  sails  for 
gress's  having  appointed  an  officer  the  AVest  Indies,  262,  attacks 
to  supersede  him,  121.  removes  Hood, 284, engages  Rodney,  306, 
his  head  quarters  to  Charlotte,  engages  him  afresh,  is  defeated 
and  surrenders  the  command  of  and  taken,  308.  lands  at  Ports- 
the  army   into  general   Greene's  mouth,  312. 

hands,   123.  meets  with  a  polite       Graves,   admiral,    engages    de 
return  from  Greene,  124.  Grasse,  iii.  251. 

Generals  Howe,  Clinton  and  Greene,  general,  addresses  ge- 
Burgoyne,  arrive  at  Boston,  i.  neral  Washington,  i.  367.  takes 
S40.  the  command  of  the  southern  ar- 

George,  the  Royal,  is  lost,  iii.  my,  iii.  124.  he  disappr<wes  of 
313,  the  censure  passed  upon  Gates  by 

Georgia  settled,  i.  70.  accedes  congress,  125.  the  embarrassujent 
to  the  general  association  of  the  attending  his  command,  156.  his 
twelve  colonies,  387.  388.  at-  answer  to  lord  Cornwallis's  letter, 
tacked  by  the  British  troops,  Sa-  157.  separates  his  forces  through 
vannah,  the  capital,  taken,  and  necessity,  158.  sends  Lee's  parti- 
the  state  subdued,  ii.  404.  -zan  corps  to  surprize  Georgetown, 

Germa//2e,  lord  George,  extracts  160.  forms  a  light  army  and  mar- 
from  his  letters,  iii.  200.  dies  with  the  main  army  for  the 

G/^r(2/f<:;r  invested  by  the  Span-  Dan,  166.  crosses  it,  167.  he 
iards,  ii.  4oO.  relieved  by  Rod-  recrosses  the  Dan,  169.  marches 
ney,  iii.  82.  by  Darby,  184.  185.  to  Guilford  court-house,  and  pre- 
tremendous  torrents  of  fire  dis-  pares  for  action,  173.  is  attacked 
gorged  on  the  fortress,  from  the  by  Cornwallis,  and  forced  to  re- 
Spanish  artillery,  and  returned  by  treat,  174.  pursues  his  lordship 
general  Elliot,  184.  the  stupen-  to  Deep  river,  176.  marches  to 
dous  works  erected  against  it,  de-  South  Carolina,  189.  is  attacked 
stroyed,  271.  the  grand  attack,  by  lord  Rawdon  near  Camden  and 
339.  the  batteriiig  ships  set  on  obliged  to  retreat,  190.  proceeds 
iire  by  red  hot  balls  from  the  for-  to  Ninety-Six,  and  besieges  the 
tress,  340.  the  captain  with  his  garrison  under  col.  Gruger,  195. 
marine  brigade  hazard  themselves  raises  the  siege  and  is  pursued  by 
to  rescue  the  distressed  from  sur-  Rawdon  ;  soon  after  pursues  his 
rounding  destruction,  341.  the  lordship  and  offers  him  battle, 
place  relieved  by  lord  Howe,  343.    198.  he  retires  to  the  high  hills 

Gordon^  lord  George,   advises  of  Saiitee,  and  from  thence  trans- 
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toits  his  opinion  on  Gates's  defeat,  ■■,  a  number  of  them, 

199.  his  account  of  the  miseries  and  lleut.  ccl.  Campbell,  taken 
attei'.ding  the  war  in  South  Caro-  in  Boston  bay,  ii.  73. 
Una,  200.  his  answer  to  Balfour  Hood,  Sir  Samuel,  engages  de 
respectingtheexecutionofHayne,  Grasse,  iii.  220.  arrives  at  San- 
240.  enjages  lieutenanc  colonel  dy  Hook,  25  1.  attacked  by  the 
Stewart  at  the  Eutaw  springs,  count,  284  takes  the  Ville  de 
242.  happily  suppresses  the  spirit  Paris,  count  de  Gra?se's  ship,  3  10 
of  mutiuv  among  his  troops,  245.  takes  the  Jason  and  Cato,  311. 
writes  to  general  Gould,  246.  his  Hopkins^  commodore,  returns 
account  of  the  distresses  of  his  from  his  naval  expedition,  ii.  40. 
army,  295.  a  few  strictures  con-  engages  the  Glasgow  man  of  war, 
cerning  him,  3i)l,  392.  41.  puts  into  New  London,  ib. 

Grenada  taken,  ii.    453,  Hostils  preparations  in  dilTer- 

Grenadier^  a  British,  surprised  ent  parts  of  the  Massachusetts 
and  made  pris'^ner  by  an  Ameri-  colony,  i.  275.  it  is  however  ho- 
can  boy,  ii.    121.  ped,  that  all  differences    will  be 

Grej-j  general,  surprises  gene-   amicably  settled    v/ithout  blood- 
^^-ral  Wayne  in  the  night,  ii.  229.   shed,  277, 

Grisxvjidy  fort,  on  Groton  hill,        Hostilities  commence  between 

taken  by  the  British,  iii.   249,       Great  Britain  and  France,  ii.  344: 

H  Howe^  general  prepares  to  at- 

Hvicocky  Mv.  John,  is  elect-  tack  the  Americans  on  Dorcester 
ed  one  of  the  Boston  represent-  Heights,  ii.  2  8.  is  prevented  by 
atlves,  i.  154.  his  sloop  Liberty  a  storm,  and  concludes  upon 
seized,  15  6.  a  mob  collects  on  evacuating  Boston,  ib,  the  town 
the  occasion,  and  becomes  riot-  evacuated,  30.  his  design  for 
ous,  157.  tiie  report  of  the  corn-  procuring  rice  in  Georgia  frustra- 
mittee  of  the  Massachusetts  house  ted,  33.  arrives  off  New  York, 
;ind  council  respecting  the  riot,  79.  lands  his  troops  on  Long 
159.  a  suit  com.menced  against  Island,  97.  surprises  and  defeats 
Mr.  Hancock  in  the  court  of  xA.d-  the  Americans,  99.  makes  a  des- 
yniralty,  but  dropped,  162.  Mr.  cent  on  New-York  island,  110, 
Hancock  is  chosen  president  of  lands  on  Frog's-neck,  116.  attacks 
co.ngres".,  336.  takes  his  leave  of  the  Americans  at  White  Plains, 
congress,  ii.  283.  is  elected  go-  1 18.  returns  to  Kingsbridge,  121, 
vernor  of  the  Massachusetts  state,  takes  fort  Washington,  124. 
upon  their  new  constitution,  iii.  leaves  Brunswick,  and  takes  the 
139.  lield,    199.     returns    to     Bruns- 

Huj'.iey  colonel  Isaac,  execu-  wick,  which  he  evacuates,  and 
ted  by  the  joint  order  of  lord  marches  to  Amboy,  201.  unex- 
Rawdon  and  colonel  Balfour,  the  pectedly  moves  toward  tlie  A- 
case  of,  iii.  202.  205.  merican  army,  202,  embarks  his 

Herkimer^  general,  defeated  by  troops,  ibid,  sails  with  his  army, 
Sir  John  Johnson,  ii.   237  213.  lands  his  troops  at  Elk  fer- 

^^^i-Zj/zi  defeated  at  Trenton,  ry,  215.  crosses  the  Brandy- 
ii.    153.  wine,    attacks    and    defeats    the 

Highlanders^  and  regulators  of  Americans,  224.  amuses  gen- 
North  Carolina  inibody,  but  are  eral  Washington,  and  unexpect- 
defeated,  36,  37.  edly  crosses  the  Schuylkill  below 
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him,  5'59.    makes   his    entry  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  vith  his  C2 
Phlhidclphia,   230.  i<;  lionorcd  by  tholic  majesty,  iii.  28.  his  attempts 
the    officers  with  a   niagnificicnt  incfFectual,  148.  delivers  in  pro- 
entertainment,   327.  positions  relative   to  an  inttndcd 

Hoivc^  lord,  arrives  at   Staten  treaty  with  Spfiin,  270.   repabs  to 
Island,  and  sends  a  flag  to  gene-  Paris,  344.   refuses  treating  vith 
ral  Washington,  ii.   94.  proposes   Mr.  Oswald,  till  the  independence 
a   conference  with  some  members  of  the  United  Slates  is  acknovv- 
of  Congress,  1©7.  the  conference,  ledged  in  the  first  instance,  345. 
lb.  sails  with  the  fleet^and  army,  has  put  into  his  hands  tl;ecf  pycf 
213.  arrives  and  iinchors  in  the  a  letter  to  count  de  Vergennts^ 
Delaware,  220.  is  allowed  to  re-  346.  gives  Oswald  a  draught  of  a 
turn  to  Britain,  341.  leaves    the  commission  that   would  fully  sa- 
Deiaware,    SG7.    prepares  to  de-  tisfy,  and  is  jealous  of  the  desigi'.s 
fend  the  entrance  into  New  York  of  the  French  court,  347. 
harbour  against  count  d'Estaing's       ^^^/(jwj/f^and prejudices  among 
fleet,  368.   s^ils  for  the  preserva-  the  trcops  under  general   Wash- 
tion  of  Rhode  Island,   370.  sails  ington,  ii.  96.  109.  113. 
forthcrelief  of  Gibraltar,  iii.  335.       J^^^sey^  island,  the  attempt   of 
enters  the  Straits,  342.  is  attack-  the    French    upon   it  defeated  by 
cd  by  the  combined  fleets,    and  the  bravery   of    Major    Pierson, 
afterwards  let  to  pursue  his  voy-  iii.  182. 
age  home,  344.  Independence,    measuies  taken 

Huddj,  captain  Joshua,  hang-  to  forward  the  declaration  of  it, 
cd.  iii.   292.  ii.  76.    resohuion    respecting  it, 

Hughes,  admiral,  engages  Mr.  moved  and  seconded  in  congress, 
de  Suflfrein,  iii.  304.  engages  87.  the  declaration  of  indepcn- 
him    afresh,    353.    a    third    and  dence,  ibid. 

fourth  time,   35  3.   the  last  time.       Independents,   the,   see  congre- 
355.  gaticnalists. 

Hurricanes  zt  Jamaica,  iii.  144.  7«c//(7W,  the  Oneida,  their  speech 
at  Barbadoes,  ib.  at  St.  Lucie,  to  the  New  England  province?, 
Grenada,  and  St.  Vincent,  145.     i.  359.  an  answer  of  the   Stcck- 

Hutchinson,  Judge,  his  '  Brief  bridge  Indians  to  the  Massachu- 
state  of  the  claim  of  the  colonies,  setts  congress,  361.  the  reply  ot 
and  the  interest  of  the  nation  with  the  Massachusetts  congress,  362v 
respect  to  chem,'i.  125.  when  go-  Indian  chiefs  at  head  quarters  in 
vernor  he  introduces  the  subject  Cambridge,  414.  congress  com- 
of  the  parliament's  supremacy  in-  missioners  treat  with  the  Indian?, 
to  his  speech  to  the  Massachusetts  ii.  175.  the  Indians  destroy  the 
general  court,  212.  by  his  bad  settlements  at  Wyoming,  385. 
advice,  betrays  the  ministry  into  Inquisiticn,  the,  abolished  iit 
wrong  measures,  282,  283.  his  the  dominions  of  the  duke  ct* 
letters  are  discovered,  244.  his  Modena,  iii.  149. 
behaviour  while  in  the  colony,  ib.  Instructions  to  the  com.mission- 
I.  ers  at  the  court  of  France,  ii.  1 39. 

Jamaica  petitions  the  king  in   to  the  American  commissioners  at 
favor  of  the  colonies,  i.  300.   the   different  courts,  160. 
hurricane  at  that  island,  iii.  1,44.        Jchnsony  Sir  John,  defeats  ge- 

Jajy  Mr.  elected  to  negcciate   i3eral  Herkimer,  ii.  2  37. 
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^ .J  Sir  "^Vlliiam,  repulses  procure    contribution  for  the  be- 

the  French,  i.  237.  nefit  of  the  American  soldiers,  iii. 

Johnstone^  commodore,  sails  62.  forvrard  shirts  and  stockings 
for  the  East   Indies,  ill.   230.    is   to  the  army,  138. 

attacked  by  Mr.  de  Suffrein,  231.        ,  whig,  their  conduct  in 

takes   seveVal    Dutch  East  India   Charleston,    South   Carolina,   iii. 
ships,  232.  224. 

John's^  St.  in  Canada,  taken.  Landed  country  gentlemen  a- 
i.  427.  larrned,  ii.  51. 

Jones^  captain  Paul,  lands  a  Laurens^  Henry,  esq.  chosen 
partv  of  Americans  at  Whitcha-  president  of  cottgress,  ii.  284.  his 
ven,'  and  sets  fire  to  a  ship  in  the  letter  to  the  governcr  of  Georgia, 
harbor  ;  afterwards  lands  and  397.  to  another  friend,  447.  e- 
plunders  lord  Selkirk's  house,  ii.  lected  to  negociate  a  treaty  with 
o42.  engages  captain  Pearson,  the  Dutch,  iii.  28.  taken  on  his 
45  5.  is  honored  by  the  French  voyage  to  Holland,  and  commit- 
kin-i-  with  the  cross  of  m.ilitary  ted  to  the  Tower,  143.  discharg- 
merit,  iii.    180.  ed,  275. 

Ireland  spares  4000  troops  for        Laurens,  lieut.  colonel  chosen 
his   majesty's   service  abroad,    ii.    special    minister    to    France,    iii. 
55.  the  state   and  procedings   of    154.   returns   from  France,  230. 
the   country,    459.     further  pro-    his   conduct  approved  of  by  con-' 
cedings,  iii,  78,  500.  gress,  240.    is  mortally  wounded 

Juries^  the  great  and  petty,  while  engaging  with  the  British, 
through  the  Massachusetts  refuse    52  7. 

acting  under  the  new  regulations,        Lee,  Arthur,  esq.  leaves  Great 
1,  253.  Britain  and  removes  to  Paris,  ii. 

K.  185. 

Xalb,  baron  de,  marches  to  the        ,  general,  measures  taken 

southward,   iii.    71.    is    mortally    for  sending  him  on  to  New  York, 
wounded,  105.  ii.  14.    is    detained  at  Stanford; 

Kempenfeh,  admiral,  takes  a  but  orders  a  Connecticut  regi- 
number  of  French  transports,  iii.  ment  into  the  city,  and  arrives 
2  77.  is  lost  in  the  Kcyal  George,  there  himself  two  hours  after  ge- 
313,  neral    Clinton   arrives   at    Sandy 

Keppel,  admiral,  sails  for  the  Hook,  15.  goes  to  the  south- 
bay  of  Biscay,  and  takes  the  Li-  ward,  34.  his  letter  to  the  French 
come  frigate,  ii.  344.  engages  minister,  132.  anecdote  concern- 
d'Orvilllers,  347.  is  tried,  421.  ing  him,  121.  he  is  taken  by  col. 
Killed,  the  number,  by  the  fir-  Harcourt,  130.  inconveniencies 
ing  of  the  British  from  Boston  resulting  from  his  capture,  161. 
and  the  neighborhood,  i.  418.  commands  the  Americans  near 
Kitts,  St.  taken  by  the  marquis  Monmouth  court  house, ^  ii.  35  6, 
de  Bouille,  iii.  283.  is  put   under    arrest,    tried,    and 

Knox,  general,  sent  off  to  the   found  guiliy,  365,   his  death  and 
eastern  states  by  the  commander   character,  iii.  328. 
in  chief,  on  account  of  the  Penn-        Lee,    captain  PI.   made    major 
sylvania  revolters,  iii.  152.  commandant  of  horse  for  his  bra- 

L.  very,  ii.  316,  attacks  the  British 

Ladies,    the,   at   Philadelphia,  postat  Powles'  tlook,  448,  jobi 
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geiicral  Greene  in  South  Caioli-  appointed  to  command  there,  ib, 
na  with  his  partizan  legion,  iii.  the  royal  arniy  huids  upon  it,  ib, 
1  59,  falls  upon  a  number  of  roy-  evacuated  by  the  Americans,  102, 
alists  and  makes  a  great  slaugl>    103,  104. 

ter  among  them,  170,  aids  gen.  Loss  of  tiic  Ville  dc  Pari?:, 
Marion  in  reducing  fort  Watson,  Ramillies,  and  other  men  of  war, 
1S8,  fort  Motte,  194,  fort  Gran-  iii.   351, 

by,  ib.  marches  to  join  Pickens,  Lci<t/c?;2,  lord,  his  determination 
and  with  him  reduces  the  fort  at  relative  to  the  Massachusetts  gen- 
Augusta,  195.  eral  court,  i.   96. 

Leger,  St.   lieutenant  colonel,       Louisburgk  taken  by  the  Mas- 
quits  the  siege    of  fort  Stanwix,  sachusetts  colony,  i.  81. 
ii.  240.  Lonvthcr^  Sir  James,    offers  to 

Leslie^  gen,  evacuates  Charles-  present  the  British  king  with  a 
town,  iii.  328.  man  of  war  of  the  line,  iii.   35l. 

Letter,  the  copy  of  one  to  count  Lucie,  St,  attacked  by  the  Bri- 
Vergennes,  iii.  346.  tlsh,  ii.  422.    d'Estaing  attempts 

Ltf^^tfr^of  Hutchinson  Mothers  relieving    the    island,     423    the 
sent  to  Boston  by  Dr.  Franklin,  place  capitulates,  425. 
i.  217.  Luzerne,  the   chevalier  de  la, 

Lexington  affair,  i.  310,  the  arrives  at  Boston,  ii.  449.  his 
news  of  it  reaches  London,    326.  communications  to  congress,  iii. 

Lippincot,  captain,  tried  for  37.  his  hint  to  general  Washing- 
hanging  captain  Huddy,  and  ac-  ton,  39.  sundry  communications 
quitted,  iii.  316  8c  17.  of  his   before  congress,  291.    is 

Lincoln,  general,  surprised  at  satisfied  with  its  being  resolved, 
Boundbrook,  ii,  190,  sent  to  the  that  Mr.  J.  Adams  should  be 
northward  to  command  the  mili-  ultimately  directed  and  guided  by 
tia,  241,  sends  colonel  Brov/n  the  sentiments  of  the  French 
and  others  on  an  expedition  to  court,  ib. 
Lake  George,  247,  is  sent  to  S.  M. 

Carolina,  4 12, establishes  his  head  Main^  the  province  of,  set- 
quarters  at  Purysburgh,  415, pur-  tied,  i.  36.  the  inhabitants  sub- 
sues  gen.  Prevost,  430,  attacks  mit  to  the  Mass-achusetts  and 
the  British  at  Stony  ferry,  432,  have  greater  privileges  granted 
marches  for  Savannah,  iii.  30.  is  them  than  what  the  Massachu- 
repulsed  in  a  joint  attack  with  setts  people  enjoy,  37. 
d'Estaing  on  the  town,  32.  de-  Manifesto,  a,  presented  to 
fends  Charlestow^n,  44.  surrenders  the  British  minister  by  the  Span- 
tide place,  51.  receives  the  sub-  ish  ambassador,  ii.  451. 
mission  of  the  royal  army  at  York  Manlcy,  captain,  takes  British 
Town,  260.  vessels,   i.   416. 

London,  the  city  of,  approach-  Marion,  general,  exerts  him- 
es  the  throne  with  an  address,  Sec.  self  on  the  side  of  congress,  iii. 
i.  322.  refuses  in  1781  to  pre-  112.  169.  aided  by  lieut,  colo- 
sent  their  address,  Sec.  at  the  le-  nel  Lee's  partizan  legion,  redu- 
vee,  and  orders  its  publication,  ces  fort  Watson,  188.  fort  Motte, 
iii.  273.  194.  fort  Granby,  ib. 

Lon^/s/a«f/ fortified  by  the  A-  Maryland  stxxXtdi,  \,  53.  the 
inericans,  ii.  97.  general  Sullivan  convention  resolve  on  an  associa'. 
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tion,  and  cii  measures  for  secur-  nor  Hutchinson,  201.,  declare  a- 
ing  the  province,  and  providing  gainst  his  receiving  his  support 
for  its  defence,  383.  settled  its  from  the  crown,  205.  their  pro- 
indepep.dent  constitution,  ii.  156.  ceedlngs  respecting  the  judges, 
accedes  to  the  confederation,  iii.  and  the  support  intended  them 
J  go.  by    the   crown,  227.   their   peti- 

Massacliusttts  company  form-  tion  to  the  king,  for  the  removal 
ed,  i.  22.  begins  a  plantation  at  of  the  governor  dismissed,  230. 
Salem,  2  3.  obtain  a  royal  char-  choose  delegates  to  meet  in  con- 
ter,  ib.  gress   at   Philadelphia,  240.  the 

Bay,  the  governor  and  people   prepare    to   defend   their 

company    of,    in    New    England,   rights  by  point  of  the  sword,  249, 
begin  ,  their    plantation    govern-   the  representatives  meet,  and  re- 
ment    in    the    Massachusetts,    1.    solve  themselves  into  a  provincial 
25.  conclude   on  removing  vv'ith   congress,  268.  the  provincial  con- 
their  charter   to   the   Massachu-  gress    apppoint    a  committee    to 
setts,  26.    arrive  at    Salem,  27.   draw  up  a  plan  for  the  immediate 
assume   the  form    of  a  common  defence  of  the  colony,  269.  push 
wealth,  29,  admit  none  to  free-   their  preparation  for  hostile   op- 
dom  but  members  of  their  chur-   poslsion,    271.    send    a   circular 
dies,  SO.  their  general  court  as-  letter  to  the  ministers  of  the  gos- 
sume    spiritual   jurisdiction,    31.   pel,  272.  picture   of  the  Massa- 
thelr  government  in    divers  res-  chusetts  colony,  278.  a  new  pro- 
pccts  absolute,  ib.  their  charter   vincial  congress  meet,  305.  their 
annihilated,    39.    a  new   charter   proceedings,  307.  the  Inhabitants  . 
given    them,    73.     they    declare    in  arms,  315,  their  unpreparedness 
what    are    their    privileges,    74.   for  an  hostile  contest  with  Great 
the    war   of    1744,  81.  of  1755,    Britain,   319.  the  provincial  con- 
97.  their   general  address  to  the    gress    write  a    circular   letter   to 
British  parliameat  on  the  subject   the  several  towns  of  the  colony, 
of  duties   and   taxes,    108.    the    337.  borrow  money,  and  forward 
house  of  assembly  propose  a  con-   dispatches  to    the    general  con- 
gress,    120.    h^ave    out    of    the   gress,  338.  apply  to  Connecticut 
council    the    crown    officers    and   and  Rhode  Island  for  assistance, 
justices  of  the  superlorcourt,  142,    ib.    orders    militia    to    Roxbury, 
at  length  agree  to  make  compen-   339.  resolve  uponv;riting  to  the 
sation  to  the  sufferers  by  the  riot,    eastern    tribe    of    Indians,  240. 
144.  propose  a  circular  letter  to   the  Massachusetts  representatives 
the  other  colonies  15  1.  their  new    meet,  and  take  up  their  old  form 
assembly  are  required  to  rescind   of  government,  286.    the  public 
the  resolution    which  gave  birth  schools    of  the  colony,  404.  the 
to  the  circular  letter,   15  3.  they  assembly  resolve  to  fit  out  armed 
vote  not  to  rescind,  and  are  dis-  vessels,  416.  the  Massachusetts 
solved,    154.  a  new  assembly  pass  delegates    at    congress    conduct 
a  number  of  resolves,  evidencing  with    great  policy,   ii.    91.    the 
their  disregard  to  the  resolutions   state    agrees  upon  a  constitution 
of  the  lords  and  commons,   174.   for  the   commonwealth,    iii.  75. 
refuse  making  provision  for  the    incorporates  the  American    Aca- 
troops,     175.    disagreements  be-   demy  of    Arts  and  Sciences,  76, 
•Jween  the  mand  lieutenant  go ver-   the  last  act  before  entering  on  % 
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uew  fr.nstitut'ioii,  13!),  the  first 
general  court  upon  the  new  con- 
stitution, ib.  tlie  constitution  vi- 
ol ii  ted  by  the  general  court,  386. 

Massacre  of  the  Moravian  In- 
dians, iii.   3iO. 

MattJietv^  gcieral,  makes  a  des- 
cent on  Viigin'a,  ii.   433. 

Alawhood,  lieut.  col.  attacked 
at  Princeton,   ii.    l57. 

Mujheiv^  Dr.  his  Irtter  to 
judge  Hutchinson,  i.    123. 

Measures  taken  at  Pliiladelphia 
for  relieving  the  army  under  gen- 
eral Washington,  iii.  62. 

Medical  departments,  defects 
in  the  American,  occasion  the 
loss  of  many  sick,  ii.  314. 

M-'eting-house^  the  old  south, 
turned  into  a  riding  school  for 
the  British  dragoons,  i.  413. 

Meigs,  col.  his  expedition  to 
Sagg  harbour,  ii.    I98. 

Mercenaries,  foreign,  sail  for 
America,  ii,   59 

Militia,  American,  complain- 
ed of,  ii.  104.    108.    114. 

Minorca  attacked  by  the  Span- 
iards aided  by  the  French,  iii, 
236. 

Minute-men  instituted,  i.  259. 

Mub  at  Boston,  i.  122.  attack 
judge  Hutchinson's  house,  ib.  at 
Rhode  Island,  127".  at  New  York, 
128.  at  BoTton,  on  account  of  the 
seizure  of  Mr.  Hancock's  sloop 
Liberty,    156. 

Monmouth  court  house  action, 
ii.   352. 

Montgomery,  general,  is  sent 
on  with  troops  to  Canada,  and 
besieges  St.  John's,  i,  424.  he 
takes  Montreal,  428.  appears  be- 
fore Quebec,  430.  his  whole  force 
little  more  than  half  the  garrison, 
ii.  19.  he  attempts  carrying  the 
city  by  a  coup  de  main,  and  is 
killed,  22. 

Montreal  taken,  i,  42  8. 

Montserrat  surrenders,  iii.  287. 


Morgan^  general,  attack«"d  by 
a  superior  forte  under  colonel 
Tarleton,  whom  he  defcat<J,  iii. 
160,  is  pursued  by  lord  Corneal, 
lis,  164,  is  joined  by  general 
Greene  personally,  ib. 

Movements  of  the  armiei  un- 
der Sir  H.  Clinton  nnd  general 
Washington, after  the  evacuation 
of  Philadelphia,  ii.  354. 

Mud  Kland,  ii.  274.- is  aban- 
doned, 276. 

Mugfjrd,  captain,  tjkes  tlic 
Hope  powder  ship,  ii.  71,  is  kill- 
ed, 72. 

Mutiny  among   the    American 
soldiers  at  Philadelphia,  iii.  370. 
N, 

Natches,  theBritish  settlements 
there  reduced  by  captain  Willing, 
il.  325. 

New  England^  the  people  there 
are  alarmed  with  the  reports  of 
an  American  episcopacy,  i,  85, 
with  the  apprehension  of  designs 
on  the  part  of  the  Britis:h  minis- 
try against  their  forms  of  govern- 
ment, 101,  the  supposed  plan  of 
ministry,  102. 

Neiv  Hampshire  colony  settled, 
i.  06,  the  people  make  th'.-ir  tirst 
hostile  movement,  275.  tlielr  de- 
legates receive  instructions  which 
they  lay  before  congress,  429. 
the  provincial  congress  proceed 
to  take  up  civil  government,  ii» 
I  1.  several  of  the  representativi  s 
protest  against  it,  12.  several  of 
the  towns  petition  against  it,  ib, 
a  return  of  the  inhabitants,  70. 

Neii>  Haven  colony  setUed,  i. 
33.  made  a  part  of  Connecticut, 
ibid. 

town  attacked  by 

general  Tryon,  ii.  437* 

Nenv  Jersey  settled,  i,  41.  the 
quaker  inhabitants  complain  of 
the  duties  inposed  upon  them  by 
the  governor  of  New  York,  45. 
the  assembly  declare  ag^ainst  in- 
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dependencr,  399.  the  provincial  134.  a  fresh  non-importation  a- 
congress  much  influenced  by  the  greement  begun  at  Boston,  and 
plot  to  destroy  general  Washing-  afterward  adopted  elsewhere,  148. 
ton's  army  at  New  York,  ii.  79.  declined  for  the  present  by  the 
they  form  their  constitution,  93.  Pennsylvania  merchants,  163.  a- 
cruelties  practised  in  that  state  by  dopted  by  them,  and  notice  there- 
the  royal  troops,  195.  the  people  of  sent  to  the  committee  of  mer- 
exaspeVated  and  fly  to  arms,  166.   chants  at  London,  168.  given  up 

Neil)  York  settled,  i.  40.  the  by  the  New-Yorkers,  185.. 
assembly  pass  an  act  declaring  the  Norfolk  action  in  which  capt. 
rights  of  the  people,  73.  the  pow-  Fordycc  fell,  i.  396.  the  town  is 
ers  of  legislation  taken  from  the  fired  by  parties  of  sailors  and  ma- 
province,  till  there  is  a  compli-  riners  from  lord  Dunmore's  fleet, 
ance  with  a  British  act  ©f  parlia-  and  destroyed,  ii.  35. 
raent,  147.  the  New^-Yorkers  the-  North  Carolina^  gtntisX  assem- 
first  who  adopted  the  non-impor-  bly  meet  and  resolve  to  unite  with 
taticn  agreement,  133.  they  de-  the  other  colonies,  i.  327.  the 
sist  from  the  same,  184.  a  quar-  movements  of  the  inhabitants  oc- 
rel  between  them  and  the  soldiers,  casion  the  governor's  quitting 
199.  they  agree  upon  a  new  con-  the  colony,  378.  the  convention 
gress,  238.  theassemblyrenounce  solemnly  declare  it  to  be  their 
all  concern  with  the  preceding  wish,  that  they  may  be  restored 
congress,  406.  a  battle  between  to  their  state  in  which  they  were, 
the  whigs  and  tories,  on  the  points  before  1763,  393.  establish  their 
congress  or  no  congress,  307.  the  independent  form  of  gorernment, 
New-Yorkers    stop    the    vessels  ii.  150. 

bound  to  Quebec  and  elsewhere,  Norivalk  burnt  by  the  British, 
528.  the  measures  of  the  citizens  ii.  437. 

on   hearing  of  hostilities   in   the        iV'bi'a^'cotm,  the  representatives 
Massachusetts,  329.  the  cannon  thereof  present  an  address,   peti- 
removed    from  the   battery,  and  tion   and   memorial   to   the  king 
the  Asia  man  of  war  fires  on  the  and  parliament,  ii.  52. 
city,  599.  the  New-Yorkers  sus-  O. 

pected,  401.  the  city  evacuated  Gi)servationsonthe  Boston  ^ort 
by  the  Americans,  ii.  111.  terri-  bill,  i.  246. 

ble  fire  there,  1 12.  the  New- York       Officers^  the  American,  petition 
state  establish  their  independent  congress,  iii.  358. 
constitution,  236.  the  city  evacu-       OA/ocompany,i.  86.  the  French 
ated  by  the  British,  iii.  376.  build  a  fort  on  the  Ohio,  88. 

Ne'ois  surrenders,  iii.  287.  Omoa,  fort,  taken  by  the  Bri- 

Neutralitjy  the  armed,  iii.  79.  tish,  iii.  78. 

NenofoundlandyXhz  storm  on  the  Operations  of  the  troops  under 
coasts  of  it,  ii.  45.  generals   Philips  and   Arnold   in 

Newport,  possessed  by  the  Bri-  Virginia,  iii.  205. 
tish,  ii.  131.  an  expedition  against       Order    of  the    British  king  in 
it,  270.  evacuated  by  the  British,  council  for  suspending  provision- 
iii.  35.  ally  all  the  particular  stipulations 

Non-importation  agreement  a-  respecting  the  subjects  of  the 
dopted  first  by  the  New-York  States  General,  contained  in  the 
merchants,  and  then  by  others,  i.  several  treaties,  iii.  80. 
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Ordnance  ship  from  W«olwich  twecn  the  American  and  British 
taken  by  captain  Manley,  i.  416.   commissioners,  315,  .350,  provisi- 

Orvilliers,  count  de,  sails  from  onal  articles,  362,  definitive  trea- 
Brest  to  join  the  Spanish  fleet,  ii.   ty,  382. 

450.   sails  with  the  combined  fleet        Pearson,  captain,  engages  Paul 
for  Plymouth,  452.  Jones,  ii.  456. 

Otis,  Mr.  James,  junior,  threat-  Peek's  kill,  stores  there  destroy- 
cns  governor  Bernard,  i.  100.  his   cd,  ii.  170. 

pamphlet,  The  rights  of  the  Bri-        PtndUton,    justice,  his  reasons 
tish  colonies,  alarms   the  people,    for  leaving  Charleston,  iii.  73. 
107.  his  speech  against  rescind-        P^/i^z,  governor,    on  account  of 
ing,  154.  an  affray  between  him    liis   having  delivered  the    second 
and  Mr.  Robinson,  181.  petition  of  congress  to  the  king, 

P.  i.  421.  examined  before  the  house 

Painter^  John  the,  alias  James  of  lords,  ii.  50. 
Aitkin,  ii.  184.  Pennsylvania,  settle  tl.eir  inde» 

Palliser,  Sir  Hugh,  tried,  ii.  pendentconstltution,  ii.  I36,num- 
421,  bers  dissatisfied,  ib.  the  Pennsyl- 

Paper-money  first  emitted  by  vania  act  relating  to  slavery,  iii. 
congress,  i.    363,    the    particular    63. 

mischievous  ejGTects  of  it,  iii.  228,        •  line  of  troops  revolt, 

its  ceasing  to  circulate  occasions   iii.  150,  see  Revolt, 
no  convulsion,  229.  Penobscot,   expedition    against 

Papists  relieved  by  act  of  par-  it  by  the  Massachusetts,  iii.  17. 
liament,  ii.  541.  Petitions  to  the  house  of  com- 

Parker,  admiral  Hyde,  engag-  mons  on  American  affairs,  ii.45, 
es  admiral  Zoutman,  on  Dogger  petitions  from  the  counties  for  a 
Bank,  iii.  233.  public  reform,  iii.  86,   considered 

«— — — ,  Sir  Peter,  and  lord  by  the  house  of  commons,  and  the 
Cornwallis,  sail  from  Portsmouth  resolutions  of  the  house  in  favor 
to  Cork,  ii.  55,  from  Cork  to  A-  of  them,  87,  all  hopes  of  obtain- 
merica  with  troops,  5  6,  arrive  at  ing  redress  from  that  house  at  an 
Cape  Fear,  and  meet  with  gene-  end,  88,  a  fresh  petition  present- 
ral  Clinton,  80,  proceeds  to    at-  ed,  232. 

tack  Charlesten,   in  South  Caro-        PhiladelpJiia  merchants  express 
lina,  81.  their  minds  fully  to  the  commit- 

Parliament,  the  session  of  it  tee  in  London  on  the  revenue 
opened  in  1775,  ii.  46,  the  de-  acts  and  grievances,  i.  168,  the 
bates,  47.  a  motion  relative  to  committee  stop  the  sailing  of  the 
the  employing  of  Hanoverian  vessels  to  Quebec  and  elsewhere, 
troops  without  the  consent  of  523,  the  zeal  of  the  citizens  in 
parliament,  49,  the  houses  in-  hostile  preparations,  383,  they 
formed  of  the  French  rescript,  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  city, 
notifying  the  treaty  with  Ame-  381,  it  is  possessed  by  the  royal 
rica,  S38,  unexpectedly  dissolv-  army,  ii.  230,  it  is  evacuated  by 
ed,  iii.  142,  the  new  parliament  the  British,  352. 
meets,  146,  the  king's  speech,  Pickens,  colonel,  defeats  the 
and  debates  on  the  address,  147.  South   Carolina   tones,  ii.    415, 

Peace  necessary  for  the  United  enters  the  Indian  country,  and 
States,  iii,  320,  negociations  be-  destroys  their  corn;  iii.  23,  aided 
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by  Lee's  legion,  reduces  the  fort   Howe's,  the  benefit  of  It  claim^ 
at   Augusta,    194,  chastises   the  ed  by  numbers  in  the  Jerseys,  ii. 
Cherokees  for  breaking  their  en-    129. 
gac<-einents,  248.  Proposals  for  building  men  of 

Piquet^  Mr.  de  la  Motte,  saves  -vvar  for  the  use  of  the  British  go- 
several  merchant  ships,  and  enga-  vernment  by  private  subscviptioiis 
ges  some  British  men  of  war,  iii,   iii.  350. 

81,  82,  captures  a  number  of  P/-o/<,\si  of  several  lords  against 
ships  Iciden  with  spoils  of  Statia,  the  bill  for  regulating  thegovern- 
229.  ment  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 

P.jmli cherry,  taken  by  general  i.  233,  against  the  bill  for  the 
Munro,  ii.  423.  impartial    administration    of  jus- 

Poule,  the  Belle,  and  Arethu-  tice  there,  234. 

sa,  engage, ii.  3  i4,  the  Belle  Poule        of  the    Massachusetts 

13  taken,  iii.  94.  representatives,  iii.  337. 

Powder^  the  quantity  thereof  Providence  plantations  settled, 
in  the  Massachusetts,  i.  340.  the  i.  35,  united  with  Rhode-Island, 
extreme  want  of  it  at  camp,  368.    36, 

a  large  supply  obtained  by  tlie  Pub'ications  relative  to  the  A- 
capture  of  the  Hope,  ii.  71.  meiican  war,  ii.  60. 

Pratt,  Mr.  converses  with  Dr.  Pi//aJi(/,  count,  at  Charlsstown 
Franklin  about  the  Americans,  i.  ii.  431,  mortally  wounded,  iii. 
97.  33,    congress  resolve  to  erect    a 

Predatory  war  against  the   A-  monument  to  his  memory,  35. 
jnericansdetermined  upon, ii.  436.        Puritans,  the  rise  of  them,  i. 

Prescot,  general,  surrenders  14,  provide  a  retreat  from  perse- 
-vsith  the  soldiers,  sailors,  and  11  cution  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
vessels,  i.  428,  is  surprised  on  23,  people  the  Massachusetts, 
Khode  Island,  and  carried  off  by  Connecticut,  and  Nev>'-Haven  co- 
lieut.  ccl.  Barton,  ii.  213.  lonies,  34. 

Pre'vost,  general,   enters  South        Putnam,  general,  hastens  witli 
Carolina,      and   marches    toward  troops  to   the    Massachusetts,  i. 
Charleston,  ii.  430.   defends  Sa-  328,  escapes  with  3500  men  from 
vannah,    and  repulses    the   allied  New-York,  ii.  111. 
troops  under  D'Estaing  and  Lin-  Q. 

coin,  iii.  30.  !^Mkers,     a    deputation    from 

iV//:c^fon  action,  ii.  156.  their  yearly  meeting  wait  upon 

P?-;\s(:;2dTj,  American,  the  treat-  congress,  iii.  373. 

ment  they  met  with,  ii.  230.   col-       ,  a  report  of  a  commit- 

lections  for  the  relief  of  those  in  tee  of  congress  respecting  them. 
England,  332.  ii.  222. 

^  British,  the  treat-  . .,  in  West-Jersey,  com- 
ment they  met  v.ith  from  the  A-  plain  of  duties  laid  upon  them,  i. 
mericans,  iii.  259,                              43,  of  Pennsylvania,  thro v/George 

Privateers,    American,     their  Keith  into  prison,  69. 
success,  ii.  176,448.  _,— .,  two,   John  Roberts  Sc 

Proceedings  on  the  meeting  of  Abraham  Carlisle,  are  executed 
the  new  parliament  in  1774,  i.  for  high  treason  against  the  com- 
279,  the  session  closes,  326.    ^       monwealth   of  Pennsylvania,    ii 

Proclamaiion,  brd  and  general  4CC- 
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^^iiticjy  Mr  fxtiacts   frcm    his  rlcan    colonies,    105,  It  is  consi. 

journal  while  in  England,  i.  282,  dercd  by  the  Massachusetts  house 

his  account    of    lord    Chatham's  of  ass^cmbly,  aiid  a  ccmmiltee  ap, 

speech    on  the  20i]i   of  January,  pointed  to  write  upon  the  subjctt 

1  773,  286,  lord  Caindea's,  290.     to  the  other  Anjcrican  ucEcmblie?, 

R.  103.    f 

Randolph^     the   American  fr:-        .Rt^-olt,  tlic,  oi  the  rcnr.sylva- 

gate,  blown  up,  ii.  32  3.  ina  line    of  trocps,  iii.    150,  the 

Rawduu^  loid,  marches  out  of  levolters  march  to  Princeton,  1  :> 2-. 

Cainden,  attacks  general  Greene   to  Trenton,   and   deliver   up  tl-.r 

and    obliges  him    to  retreat,    iii,   British  spies  and  agents  to  be  e::- 

189,  evacuatesCamdcn,  194,  pur-  ecuted,  and  matters  are  adjusted. 

sues    Greene,    and   soon   after  is    153. 

pursued  by  him,  198,  marches  to        .  cf  part  of  the    Jersey 

Charleston,  ib.  brigade,    is    fpeedliy    suppressed, 

RedBank^  count  Donop  repul-   and  t%vo  of  the  leaders  executed, 
sed  there,  ii,  273.  ibid,  154. 

Rccd^  colonel  Joseph,  his  letter        Rhode  /i/j^:  J  plantation  settled 

to  a  member  of  congress,  ii.   80,   and  united  to  Providence,  i.   35. 

his  answer  to  the  ofters  made  to   obtain   a   royal  charter,    56.   the 

corrupt  him,  Z7S.  people  seize  the  cannon,  and  the 

Refugees^  the  loyal,  imbody  by   assembly   resolve  upon  prccurlng 

the  p.^rmission  of  Sir  H.  Clinton,  arms    and    military    stores,    275. 

and  make  reprisals,  ii.  418,  com-  the  royal  forces  possess  themselver. 

mit  great  excesses  with  their  fleet  of  Rhode  Island,  ii.    131.    make 

of  privateers    and    cruisers,    iii.   an   excursion   on    the   continent, 

138.  350.  the  expedition  against  thein 

^  Remarks    on  the    Boston  port  under  general  Sullivan  and  count 

bill,  i.  246.  d'Estaing,  369.    an  engagement 

Removal^  the,   of  gen.  Wash-  between    numbers    of  them    and 

ington  from  the  command  of  the    Sullivan's   troops,   374.     they  e- 

army  attempted,  ii.  305.  vacuate  the  island,  iii.  35. 

Reprisals,  general,  granted  by  Riot,  a  great  one  r.t  Boston, 
the  British  council  against  the  on  account  of  the  stamp-act,  i. 
Dutch  ships  and  goods,  iii.  143.  123.  the  rioters  dcstrcy  judge 
Resolutions,  the,  2ind  address  oi  Hutchinson's  house,  123.  a  simi- 
both  houses  of  parliament,  cen-  lar  riot  at  New  York,  127. 
suring  the  Massachusetts  assem-  Riots  at  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 
bly  and  the  town  of  Boston,  i.  gow,  ii.  425. 
171.  the  counter  resolves  of  the  Rochambeau,  count  de,  arrives 
Virginia  house  of  burgesses,  172,  at  Rhode  Island,  and  is  address- 
the  like  resolves  of  North  Caroli-  ed  by  the  inhabitants,  iii.  65. 
na  assembly  occasion  their  disso-  joins  Washington  with  the  French 
lution,  by  governor  Tryon,  173.  troops,  213.  len''s  the  American 
Revenue,  ministry  inclined  to  commander  money  to  supply  his 
raise  one  in  the  colonies,  ].    95,   troops,  254. 

Mr.  Pitt's  design  of  doing  it,  97.  Rdvej,  Sir  George,  appointed 
the  first  British  act  cf  parlian  ent  to  tnc  chief  command  in  the  West 
passed  avowedly  for  the  purpose  Indies,  iii.  82.  engages  and  de- 
of  raising  a  revenue  in  the  Amc-  feats  the  Spanish  fleet  ucdcr  Do» 
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Juan  Langara,  So.  engages  count  province  into  a  respectable  po5- 
de  Gnlchen,  85.  takes  St.  Eusta-  ture  of  defence,  i.  376.  the  go« 
tia,  184.  watches  count  deGrasse,  vernor,  lord  William  Campbell, 
505.  engages  him,  306.  is  ere-  distrustful  of  his  personal  safety, 
ated  an  English  peer,  312.  c^uits  Charleston  and  goes  on  board 

Jiutledge,  governor,  of  South  a  royal  sloop  of  war,  388,  the 
Carolina, "^retaUates  for  col.  Bal-  committee  of  safety. send  troops 
four's  conduct,  iii.  245.  issues  into  the  settlements  of  the  royal- 
writs  for  a  new  election  of  re-  ists,  and  seize  their  leaders,  392, 
presentativesj  &cc.  269.  the  provincial  congress  determine 

S,  upon  an  independent  constitution, 

ScyviUe,  Sir  George,  moves  for  ii.  37,  the  state  goes  to  war  with 
the  relief  of  the  Papists,  ii.  341.   the  Cherokees,   133,  new  models 

Savannah  evzcu-dtcd  by  the  Bi'i-  the  temporary  form  of  govern- 
tish,  iii.  325.  ment,  324,  is  invaded  by  general 

Sajre,  Mr.  secured  and    com-  Prevost,  430.  a  general  revolt  in 
mitted  to  the  tower,  ii.  46.  sues  favor  of  congress,  iii.  96. 
lord  Rochford,  178.  Spaniards,  their  humanity   to 

Schaickj  colonel  Van,  his  ex-  their  British  prisoners,  iii.  149. 
pedition  against  the  Indians,  ii.        Spanish  and  French  fleets  join 
435,  in  the  West  Indies,  but  make  no 

Scheme,  one  for  destroying  ge-  attempts  against  Jamaica,  iii.  141. 
neral  Washington's  army  at  New  Stamp-act,  i.  Ill,  colonel  Bar- 
York,  ii.  73.  I'e's  speech  in  the  debates  upon  it, 

Schuyler,  general,  disarms  the  112,  during  the  debate,  general 
inhabitants  of  Tryon  county,  ii.  Conway  denies  the  right  of  par- 
16.  resolutions  of  congress  con-  liament  to  tax  the  colonies,  113, 
cerning  him,  172,  202.  the  resolves  of  the  Virginia  house 

Seal  of  the  United  States  of  of  burgesses,  respecting  the  stamp- 
America,  iii.  323.  act,  117,  118,  the  spirits  of  the 

Secession,  the,  of  many  of  the  colonists  inflamed  by  them, so  that 
minority  members,  ii.  182.  great   disturbances    follow,    121. 

Ships,  British,  taken  in  Boston  127,  128,  the  repeal  of  the  stamp- 
bay,  and  the  neighborhood,  i.  act,  138,  the  joy  that  occasions 
416.  through  the  colonies,  141. 

-of  war,   driven  from        Stamp-papers,  the  distributors 


Nantasket,  and  the  port  of  Bos-  of  them  resign,  i.  127.  129,  130. 

ton   opened,  ii.  72.  the   Phoenix  business  carried  on  without  them, 

and  Rose  go  up  the  North  river  131. 

and  return,  96.  Stark,    general,    arrives    with 

Slaves,  African,  first   introdu-  the   New   Hampshire   militia   in 

ced  into  the  colonies,  i.  48.  the  neighbourhood  of  Burgoync^s 

Snider,  Christopher,  killed   at  army,  in  order  to  oppose  him.  ii. 

Boston,  and  buried  with  the  great-  24 1 .  defeats  lieut.  colonels  Bauna 

ess  respect,  i.  184.  and  Breyman,  244. 

Sons  of  Liberty,  the  rise  of  the  State  of  the  army  under  gene- 
title  among  the  Americans,  i.  1 17.  ral   Washington,  ii.  104.  in  the 

South  Carolina  congress  enter  northern  department,   105. 

into  an  association,    and  resolve  Steuben,   baron,   is   chosen  m- 

upon  putting  Charleston  and  the  spector  generalj  ii,  313. 
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5'ff7t'arf,  lleut.  colonel,  engat^cs  York  and  Piriladelphia,  tlicir  pa.- 
general    Greene    ut   tlie    Lutaw  toral  letter,  i.   37'J, 
springs,  iii.   24.2* 

Stony-Point  tuken  by  the  Brl-  T. 

llsh,  ii.  455.  retaken  by  the  Amer- 
icans,  438.  'Jiillma^t^  major,  siiiprl.^es  fort 

StoningtQii  fired  upon  by  the  ^tl.  George,  en  Long  Island,  iii. 
British  shipping,  i.    102.  lo6. 

Sufferings  endured  by  the  gen-  TarUton^  lieutenant  coloufl, 
tlemen  sent  from  Charlcstowu  defeats  colonel  Burford,  iii.  5  3. 
to  St.  Augustine,  iii.   225.  defeats  colonel  Sumpter,    1U7.   i; 

Suffolk  county  in  the  Massa-  repulsed  by  him,  122. 
chusetts,  their  delegates  meet.  Tuxes  not  to  be  imposed  on 
and  come  to  various  resolutions,  the  inhabitants  of  New  Yurk  co- 
i.  235.  address  governor  Gage,  lony,  but  by  their  own  reprcsenta- 
25  6.  send  to  the  general  congress  tives,  according  to  the  declarative 
at  Philudrlp'iia  an  account  of  their  act  of  their  general  court,  passed 
proceedings,  ib.  which  are  ap-  immediately  after  the  revolution, 
proved  by  congress,  257.  i.   73.   a  similar  act  passed  by  the 

S-jffreir.^  Mr.  de,  is  sent  in  Massachusetts  legislature,  74.  the 
pursuit  of  commodore  Johnstone,  scheme  of  taxing  the  colonies  re- 
iii.  230.  attacks  the  commodore,  jected  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
231.  engages  admiral  Hughes  in  80.  the  British  government  un- 
the  East  Indies,  304.  engages  der  no  necessity  of  taxing  tlie 
him  afresh,  35  2.  colonies  for  their  defence,  and  the 

Suirrcan^  general,  his  expedi-  security  of  the  new  ceded  coun- 
;ion  to  Staten  Island,  ii.  220.  tries,  115.  a  bill  for  taxing  the 
against  the  British  troops,  Rhode  colonies  afresh  brought  in  by  jS.lr. 
Island,  369.  371.  engages  a  num-  Charles  Townsend,  146. 
ber  of  them,  374.  retreats  from  Tea,  the  East  India  company 
Rhode  Island,  375.  request  the  repeal  of  the  Araeri- 

Sumpter,  colonel,  heads  the  can  duty  upon  it,  i.  214.  bill 
friends  of  independency,  quits  passes  enabling  them  to  export 
North  Carolina,  and  takes  the  tiieir  own  teas,  115.  the  colonists 
field  in  South  against  the  victo-  excited  to  resist  the  introduction 
rious  British,  iii.  70.  attacks  the  and  sale  of  their  teas  upon  that 
British  post  at  Rockymount,  and  plan,  2  18.  the  consignees  at  Phi- 
at  the  Hangingrock,  95.  on  the  ladelphia  and  New-York  resign 
Wateree,  104.  is  defeated  by  their  appointment,  219.  a  quan- 
colonel  Tarleton,  108.  is  made  a  tity  of  tea  thrown  overboard  at 
brigadier  general,  112.  deieats  New- York,  220.  the  New-York 
major  Weyms,  and  is  attacked  and  Philadelphia  tea-ships  return 
by  Tarleton,  whom  he  repulses,  to  Great  Britain,  ib.  the  mea- 
122.  takes  the  British  garrison  sures  taken  at  Boston  to  induce 
at  Orangeburgh,    194.  the  consignees  at  the  place  to  re- 

Surgeons  in  the  American  sign,  221.  the  tea-ships  arrive, 
army,  many  of  them  excesoivciy  andarc  watched,  222.  the  contents 
deficient,  ii.   1  15.  of  342  chests  of  tea  cast  into  the 
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Terney^  aumiral  de,  arrives  at  Tryon  county,  the  inhabitant?. 
Newport,    and   is    addressed,   by  of  it  disarmed,  ii.    16. 

the  inhabitants,    iii.   64,65.  dies       ,    governor,    arrives   at 

at  Neivport,    140.  New- York,  i.  384.   his  influence 

TJiomas^  the  American  gene-  alarms  congress,  400.  He  quits 
ral,  dies,  ii.  64.  New-York  and  goes  on  board  the. 

Thompson^  genera!,  dispatciied  packet,  401.  commands  the  ex- 
to  attack  the  British  at  Three  pediticn  against  Danbury,ii.  195. 
Rivers,  66.  is  defeated  and  taken,  against  New  Haven,  Fairfield, 
68.  _  and  Norwalk,  436. 

Tobago  taken,  iii.  222.  Tyconderoga^    colonel     Allen's 

Towns  in  the  Massachusetts,  expedition  against  it,  i.  332.  the 
'their  constitutions,  i.   250.  fort  surprised,  334.  evacuated  by 

Trade^  the  importance  of  the  general, St.  Clair,  ii.   207. 
British  West    India,  i.   320.    of 
the  colonies,  321.  V. 

Treaties,  debates  on  those  for 
employing  foreign   troops    in  A-        Vergennes,  count  de,    his  poli- 
merica,  ii.  56.  tics,  ii.  412. 

Tr(?cif)' of  amity  and  commerce         Ville     de     Paris,     count     de 
between  the    States  General  and  Grasse's    ship,   strikes  to  Sir  Sa- 
the    American   States,    iii,    345.  muel  Hood,  iii.   310. 
between  Sv;eden  and  the  United         Vincent,    St.    taken    by     the 
-States  of  America,  372,  French,  ii.  44^^ 

Trenton,  the  Hessians  there  Virginia  settled,  i.  45.  Afri- 
defeated,  ii^e    153,  can  slaves  introduced  among  the 

Trial  of  captain  Preston,  for  settlers,  48.  the  commons  of  En- 
kiliing  tl:e  persons  who  fell  on  gland  send  a  force  against  them, 
the  5th  'of  March,  1776,  and  52.  they  proclaim  Charles  II. 
his  acquittal,  i.  193.  of  the  sol-  king  of  England,  Scotland,  Ire- 
diers  on  the  like  account,  and  land,  and  Virginia,  ibid,  their 
two  found  guilty  of  manslaugh-  council  and  house  of  burgesses 
ter,    194.    19S.  petition  the   king,  present  a  me- 

Troops,  general  Gage  ordered  morlal  to  the  house  of  lords,  and 
to  send  some  to  Boston,  i.  160  remonstrate  to  the  house  of  corn- 
two  regiments  are  landed  in  the  mons,  110.  the  resolves  of  the 
town,  162.  the  soldiers  and  in-  house  of  burgesses  against  the 
habitants  quarrel,  and  at  length  right  of  parliament  to  tax  them, 
the  former  fire  upon  the  latter,  118.  the  circulation  of  these  re- 
and  kill  several,  188.  191,  which  solves  inflame  the  inhabitants  of 
occasions  the  utmost  confusion  the  several  colonies  against  the 
in  the  town,  when  it  is  agreed  stamp-act,  119,  121,  137.  the 
th4t  the  regiments  should  with-  house  of  burgesses  is  dissolved  for 
draw  to  the  castle,  192.  the  per-  their  counter-resolves  to  those  of 
sons  slain  are  buried  with  unpa-  the  house  of  lords  and  commons  ; 
ralleled  pomp,  193.  The  Bos-  when  the  gentlemen  who  formed 
ton  committee  act  systematically  it  meet,  and  enter  into  a  unajii- 
to  prevent  all  supplies  for  the  mous  association  against  impor- 
troops  in  the  town  under  gover-  tations,  171.  the  burgesses  be- 
nor  Gage,   252.  Jfjre  their  dissolution,   addressed 
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the  king  on  the  subject  of  trans-  Jf-rseyv,  155.  escapes  from  Icicl 
porting  persons  from  tlie  colonics  GornwaUis,  marches  to  Princeton, 
to  be  tried  in  Great  Britain,  176.  and  attacks  the  fourth  Biitish 
the  house  of  burgesses  resolve  to  brigade,  156,  marches  to  Mor- 
niaintain  an  intercourse  with  the  ristown,  157.  tlic  weakness  of  his 
sister  colonics,  216.  force  there,  170.    he  quits  Mor- 

W  ristown,  199.    is  per-plexed  about 

IVar^  the  American,  the  lower  the  destination  of  the  Biitish  fleet 
class  of  English  and  Irish  adverse  cind  army,  S?14.  marches  toward 
to  it,  ii.  43.  the  Brandywinc,  215.    is  beaten, 

IVarren,  doctor,  his  letter  to  226.  retreats  to  Philadelphia, 
general  Gage,  i.  317.  is  killed  227.  vecrosses  the  SchuyikilMvith 
at  the  battle  of  Breed's,  miscalled  a  firm  intent  of  ii^hting  Sir  Wil- 
Bunker's  Illll,  355.  his  charac-  liam  Howe,  228.  providentially 
tcr,  337.  his  remains  taken  up  j'-revented  by  Jtn  incessant  hea\y 
and  honorably  buried  by  the  lodge  rain,  ib.  passes  the  Schuylkill  a- 
<jf  Free  Masons,  ii.  40.  fresh,  229.  surprises  the  njain  bc- 

Washington^  George^  major,  ily  of  the  "royal  army  at  Gci  man- 
cent  by  governor  Dinwiddie  to  town,  232.  is  obliged  to  retreat, 
the  French    commandant,  i.    88.   233.    his   force,   273.    at    White 

,   colonel,    engages  the    Marsh,  277.  huts  at  Valley-forge, 

French,  i.  81).  278.   his  removal  from  the  com- 

,   esq.    elected   general   mand  of  the  army  attempted,  505. 

to  command  all  the  continental  he  labors  to  obtain  half  pay  for 
forces,  i.  347.  arrives  at  Cam-  the  officers,  310.  inarches  the 
bridge,  365.  letters  between  him  troops  from  Valley-forge,  35  ;. 
and  Gage,  404.  the  general  no  engages  the  British  near  Mon- 
-vN'ise  desirous  of  independency,  mouth,  361.  his  thoughts  upon 
though  many  of  the  New  En-  the  change  of  public  affairs,  3  7  7. 
gland  officers  are,  ii.  13.  requires  his  scheme  for  procuring  good  in- 
thirteen  regiments  of  militia  to  telligence,  4  16.  for  securing  hini- 
strengthen  the  army,  19.  is  for  self  from  an  attack,  iii.  17.  men- 
crossing  the  ice  and  attacking  tions  the  difficulties  attending  h-.s 
Boston,  24.  sends  off  troops  for  army,  127.  proceeds  to  meet  count 
New  York  upon  the  town's  being  de  Kochambeau  and  adm.  'l>rnay 
evacuated,  31.  attends  a  thawks-  at  Hartford,  128.  agrees  with  the 
giving  sermon  preached  at  his  re-  count  upon  a  plan  for  the  next 
cjuest,  32.  is  complimented  by  the  campaign,  ib.  during  his  absenct 
Massachusetts  council  and  repre-  Arnold's  scheme  for  delivering  up 
sentatives  in  a  joiKt  address,  S3.  West  Point  is  discovered,  ibid. 
his  force  at  New  York  small,  79.  W^ashington  appoints  a  board  of 
a  conference  between  him  and  the  general  officers  to  examine  and 
British  adjuiant  general,  95.  e-  report  upon  Major  Andre's  case, 
vacuates  Long  Island,  101.  cvac-  132.  his  thoughts  upon  tlie  whole 
nates  New  York  Island.  118.  business,  134.  he  detects  a  most 
crosses  the  North  river  into  Jer-  gross  imposition  in  the  furnishing 
seys  and  Pennsylvania,  126.  his  of  cattle  for  the  army,  138.  corn- 
situation  after  crossing  the  Dela-  municates  his  thoughts  to  lieut. 
ware,  150.  recrosses  and  attacks  col.  Laurens  and  Dr.  Franklin, 
the  Hessians,  152,    re-enters  the  upon  the  necessity  of  aid  froKi 
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France,  particularly  in  money  and  solve  of  congress,  a  psssport.for 
a  naval  superiority,  154.  the  pur-  his  going  into  New-York,  and 
poses  to  be  answered  by  such  su-  vrrites  him  a  polite  letter,  ib.  is 
periorlty,  15  5.  his  intention  of  informed  by  Sir  Guy  Garleton  and 
catching  Arnold  and  his  detach-  admiral  Digby,  of  the  ncgocia- 
ment  in  Virginia,  177.  declares  tions  for  peace,  321,  disconcerts 
the  absolute  necessity  of  a  timely  the  attempts  to  sow  discord  be- 
nnd  powerful  aid  from  France,  181.  tween  the  military  and  civil  pow- 
disapproves  of  the  British  frigate's  ers  of  the  United  Slates,  359. 
having  been  iurnished  with  provi-  has  an  interview  with  Sir  Guy. 
sions,  to  prevent  worse  consequen-  Garleton^  367,  addresses  a  circu- 
ces  to  his  house  and  property,  2  12.  lar  letter  to  the  governors  of  the 
his  account  of  the  distresses  of  several  states,  369,  issues  out  his 
his  army,  ibid,  settles  with  Ro-  farewell  orders  to  the  armies,  375, 
chambeau  his  plan  of  operations,  takes  his  leave  of  the  officers, 
213.  the  French  troops  under  Ro-  377,  delivers  in  his  accounts  to  the 
chambeau  join  him,  215.  Wash-  comptroller  at  Philadelphia,  378. 
ington  changes  his  plan  of  ope-  resigns  his  commission  to  con- 
rations,  216,  marches  with  the  gress  at  Anapolis,  379,  a  few- 
allied  army  for  Philadelphia,  2  17,  strictures  concerning  him,  391. 
arrives  at  the  Head  of  Elk,  254,  Washington,  lieut.  col.  by  a 
before  York- Town,  255,  opens  stratagem  reduces  the  British 
the  trenches,  257,  obliges  the  post  at  Glermont,  iii.  124. 
British  to  surrender,  260.  con-  JVayne,  general,  surprised  by 
gratulates  the  allied  army  on  the  general  Grey,  ii.  229,  takes  Sto- 
event,  261,  attends  congress,  2  68,  ny  Point,  438,  attacks  the  block 
his  resolution  on  the  hanging  of  house  at  Bergenneck,  iii.  66, sent 
captain  Huddy,  293,  orders  an  with  the  Pennsylvania  line  to 
unconditional  prisoner  to  be  sent  Virginia,  and  joins  the  marquis 
on  from  Pennsylvania  or  Mary-  de  la  Fayette,  211,  attacks  the 
land,  315,  expresses  his  concern  British  army  under  lord  Cornwal- 
at  captain  Asgill's  being  sent,  ib.  lis,  and  extricates  himself  from 
upon  receiving  captain  Lippincot's  a  most  perilous  situation,  ibid, 
trial,  and  Sir  Guy  Garletons  let-  proceeds  to,  and  commands  in 
ter,  he  laid  the  whole  matter  be-  Georgia,  299,  routs  col.  Brown, 
fore  congress  for  their  direction,  324,  is  surprised  by  a  body  of 
313,  admJts  Asgill  to  his  parole,  Greek  Indians,  but  repulses  them, 
allows  him  further  indulgences,  325,  takes  possession  of  Savan- 
and  expresses  his  private  opinion  nah,  upon  its  being  evacuated  by 
in  favor  of  his  being  released,  the  British,  ib. 
and  permitted  to  return  to  his  Whitcomb^  col,  proposes  enlist- 
friendsin  Europe,  318.  the  gene-  ing  as  a  private,  i.  418. 
ral  receives  a  letter  from  count  de  Whiie^  col.  John,  with  six  vo- 
Vergennes,  interceding  for  the  lunteers,  by  a  stratagem  in  the 
captain,  accompanied  with  Mrs.  night,  makes  141  of  the  enemy 
Asgill,  the  mother's  letter  to  the  prisoners,  about  25  miles  from 
count,  which  are  forwarded  to  the  Savannah,  iii.  34. 
congress,  who  direct  that  he  JVhitefieldj  the  revd.  Mr.  his 
should  be  set  at  liberty,  319.  information  alarms  the  New-En- 
Washington  sends  with  the  re-  gland  ministers^  i.  102, 
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t,  illiams^  Colonel,  of  Ninety-' 
Sixj  repulses  a  botly  of  tories, 
iii.   108. 

Wilmington^  in  North-Caroli- 
na, taken  by  the  British,  iii.  169. 

WoOster^  gti\,  mortally  wound- 
ed, ii.  196. 

Wyoming^  settlements  destroy- 
ed by  the  Indians,  ii.  385. 

Y. 


delivering  up  of  the  Serapis  and 
Countess  of  Scarborough,  ii.  458 
presents  a  memorial  to  the  States 
General,  relative  to  the  eventu- 
al treaty  between  America  and 
Holland,  iii.  143,  withdrawsfrom 
the  Hague,   ib. 

York-Town^  and  Gloucester 
in  Virginia,  surrender  to  the  al- 
lied army  under  general  Wash- 
ington, iii.  260. 


Tankee,  the  origin  of  the  term, 
i.  312. 

Torke^  Sir   Joseph,   applies  to 


Z. 


Zeidiultz,    lieut.  Col.  is  tried. 


their  high    mightinesses  for  the    and  escapes,  ii.  109. 
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